
	

1.  What is or was your greatest struggle or fear in parenting?  What is or was your greatest joy in parenting?  
How do you balance the joys and the struggles? 
 
2.  Why do you think there is so much pressure to be the perfect parent in our culture when no such thing truly 
exists?  Do you feel the pressure?  If so, how has that pressure affected you as a parent or parent to be? 
 
3.  (Matthew 22:37-39)  How does nurturing your relationship with the Lord first, benefit your family?  How does a 
life lived with Christ at the center impact your children? 
 
4.  (Ephesians 5:22-33)  Many family psychologists and counselors remark that the best gift you can give your 
child is a strong loving marriage between you and your spouse.  Why is this so key?  How does the passage in 
Ephesians reflect on the benefit of a husband and wife truly loving each other?   
 
5.  Why is it so easy to put children first in a family rather than one’s marriage?  What happens to your marriage 
when children are given first place?  What happens to children who are given first place over their parent’s 
marriage? 
 
6.  (Psalm 127:3)  How should this truth impact our perspective of our children?  As Jody shared, God chose 
YOU for your children!  At just the right time, in just the right circumstances God placed you and your children 
together.  How does this truth impact our view of our children and our success as a parent? 
 
7.  As Psalm 127 reminds us, “children are a gift from the Lord,” in a sense, on loan from him.  We are to be their 
caretakers for a time, but ultimately are children are God’s children.  How does this truth reflect our role in their 
lives?  Can we control them?  Can we fix everything?  Can we relieve all problems? 
 
8.  (Proverbs 22:6)  This passage as been often misinterpreted to mean that if you train a child in the way of God 
they will automatically come back to it.  In some ways that is true, but the true translation of this passage is that of 
discovering who your child is and encourage them in who God made them to be.  How can we do this best as 
parents?  How did your parents model this or not?  
 
9.  (Ephesians 6:4)  Throughout Scripture, the need of disciplining children is presented in a positive light.  Even 
as the writer of Hebrews reflects, God loves us so much that he is willing to discipline us so we do not go astray.  
How does a parent properly discipline out of love rather than anger?  As Ephesians mentions, how can we keep 
from exasperating our children?  How can love and discipline truly go hand in hand? 
 
10.  What is the ultimate outcome of a disciplined life?  What is the ultimate outcome of an undisciplined life?  
 
11.  How does repentance affect your relationships on all levels when you admit your wrong and ask for 
forgiveness?  With God?  With your children?  With yourself?  How does apologizing to your children impact their 
ultimate view of you and their view of God? 
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