
 

ACTS 4-7



ACTS 4-7 
VIDEO: 
Watch the Bible Project video: Acts 1-7 https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=JQhkWmFJKnA&list=PLH0Szn1yYNec6O3ZOZzAMb2WW2abJwzZ-&index=6 or on DVD 

As you watched the video, what stood out to you? 

Acts 4: [Have the group look through chapter 4:1-31 for the following section] 
 When have you been persecuted for living out or proclaiming the truth about Jesus? 

Peter has given a comprehensive testimony to Jesus as rejected by humanity but vindicated by God, as the 
fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecy, as demanding repentance and promising blessing, and as the author 
and giver of life, physically to the healed cripple and spiritually to those who believe.  This aroused the 
indignation and antagonism of the authorities.  
 Why do you think this proclamation of Jesus was so disturbing to the religious leaders?   

Notice the prayer in Acts 4:23-31.  How is it different than what you would expect it to be after all 
that Peter and John had been through? 

List the 3 requests in vs. 29-30.  What is the significance of these requests?  Why were they able 
to respond to persecution this way? 

We observe that before the people came to any petition or prayer, they filled their minds with thoughts of the 
Divine sovereignty.  First, he is the God of creation, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea, and 
everything in them (v. 24).  Second, he is the God of revelation, who spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth 
of David, and in Psalm 2 had foretold the world’s opposition to the Christ, with nations raging, peoples plotting, 
kings standing and rulers assembling against the Lord’s Anointed (vs. 25-26).  Third, he is the God of history, 
who had caused even his enemies to do what his power and will had decided beforehand should happen (vs. 
27-28).  This, then, was the early church’s understanding of God, the God of creation, revelation and history, 
whose characteristic actions are summarized by the three verbs “made” (v. 24), “spoke” (v. 25), and decided (v. 
28).   

What truth from this passage equips you to face resistance today?   
Acts 4 & 5: [Have the group look through chapter 4:32-5:16 for the following study] 
Calvin wrote in The Acts of the Apostles (vol. 1, p. 130): “We must have hearts that are harder than iron if 
we are not moved by the reading of this narrative.  In those days the believers gave abundantly of what was 
their own; we in our day are content not just jealously to retain what we possess, but callously to rob 
others...They sold their own possessions in those days; in our day it is the lust to purchase that reigns 
supreme.  At that time love made each man’s own possessions common property for those in need; in our 
day such is the inhumanity of many, that they begrudge to the poor a common dwelling upon earth, the 
common use of water, air and sky. 

As with most communities, in the early church some people were wealthier than others.  The unity and love 
of believers for one another radically changed their attitude towards possessions - it became ‘ours’ rather 
than ‘mine’.  But they didn’t all renounce their goods in a gigantic sale.  They exercised wisdom by 
liquidating some stuff and gave the proceeds to the apostles so that no one could be accused of favoritism 
or partiality.  There was integrity, accountability, and sacrificial generosity.  But with all the good that was 
going on, Luke was not afraid to share the struggles still found in the early church. 

 Why do you think the offenses of Ananias and Sapphira were so grave and severe?



 What are ways believers struggle to be wise with the resources or “wealth” they have been 
given today? 

There are at least three valuable lessons for us to learn from this portion of text.  First, the gravity of their 
sin.  Peter stressed this by repeating that their lie was not directed primarily against him, but against the 
Holy Spirit.  And God hates hypocrisy.  Second, the importance, even the sacredness of the human 
conscience.  We must live a transparent life before God.   In East African narrative it is said that we are “to 
live in a house without ceiling or walls,” that is, to permit nothing to come between us and God (no 
ceiling) and between us and other people (no walls).  Thirdy, the incident teaches the necessity of church 
discipline.  The church has a tendency to either act in extreme severity or extreme laxity in this area.  It is a 
good general rule that private sins should be dealt with privately and public sins and only public sins, 
publicly.  Churches are also wise if they follow the successive stages taught by Jesus.  Usually the offender 
will be brought to repentance before the final stage of excommunication.   
 Which of these three lessons strikes you as something we need to learn today?  

In Acts 5:17 it says the the high priest and those that were with him were filled with jealousy over what the 
apostles were doing.   
 What do you think the religious leaders were jealous about? 

Is Gamaliel’s analysis and counsel in 5:33-39 correct or not?  Explain.  What stood out to 
you in his presentation to those listening? 

The church can never anticipate who will suddenly speak up for our right to exist and to preach and teach 
about Jesus.  Our job is to be faithful and, when a clash comes, to obey God rather than human 
authorities. 
Acts 6 & 7: [Look over these 2 chapters for the following study] 
Already in the early days, Jesus’ followers faced problems about how to run things.  From the beginning 
they had shared their resources, a sign that they knew they were called to live as a single family.  But how is 
that going to work when the family is suddenly double the size you expected it to be?  You are going to 
have to sort something out pretty quickly.  The pressure in the early movement came to a head along the 
fault line which would continue to be a problem for many years to come: the distinctions between people 
from different ethnic and linguistic groupings and the question of their relative status within the new 
movement.  Whenever a small number of people try to live together, let alone share resources, sometimes 
even tiny distinctions of background and culture can loom very large and have serious consequences.   

As the believers sought to sort through a strain in the early church, what do you think will be 
some of the difficulties our church will face when seeking to plant a new church?  What 
might be some possible solutions? 

The seven men chosen (later called deacons, meaning servants) were “well spoken of and filled with the 
Spirit and wisdom (v. 3).  These qualities sound more “spiritual” than practical.   

Why are these qualities needed to minister to people of varied backgrounds?  How did it 
help Stephen?  How can it help our deacons today?



In Chapter 7 Stephen retells the story of God’s work in Israel and hits on the traditional fathers of the 
Jewish faith.  As we consider our own traditions and think of them lovingly since they “prove” that we are in 
the right place in our worship and witness, perhaps at times we need to allow the story to be retold 
differently to see whether we might be in the wrong place in that particular season of our life.    

How might we be putting too much emphasis on our “holy” buildings and institutions while 
neglecting what God is doing through his people?   

 How did Stephen promote the mission and life of the church? 

What interests many people most about Stephen is that he was the first Christian martyr.  Luke’s main 
concern lies elsewhere, however.  He emphasizes the vital role Stephen played in the development of the 
worldwide Christian mission through both his teaching and his death.  Not only did it deeply impress Saul 
of Tarsus, but it was also the start of “a great persecution” which led to the scattering of the disciples 
“throughout Judea and Samaria (8:1).  We have the benefit of seeing Stephen’s testimony in word and 
deed promote the mission of the church.   

How might you be on mission while in the coming year at your church? 

Pray: Ask God to show you how your REAL Life group can show a deeper care for each other in the 
coming weeks.  Ask the Spirit to show you a need that you can meet, praying that he gives you the 
willingness and means to meet it.  Pray that the Holy Spirit keeps you steadfast, always having in mind his 
will and mission for the world and the church.    

Homework:  
READ: Acts 8 & 9 and come prepared to discuss what you read.  

MEMORIZE: Acts 4:19-20 But Peter and John replied, “Which is right in God’s eyes: to 
listen to you, or to him? You be the judges!  As for us, we cannot help speaking about what 
we have seen and heard.” 

TIP: Write the verse 10 times each day.  At the end of the 2nd day, journal what God is 
teaching you about this passage.  Do the same at the end of the 4th and 6th day.   




