
	

1.  How come most of us in Western culture come into marriage with grandiose expectations?  Why do we have 
such high expectations of “Happily ever after” in marriage?  Is this good or bad? 
 
2.  What were some of the fairytale expectations you came into marriage with?  How do fairytale expectations add 
to a marriage?  How do fairytale expectations hurt a marriage? 
 
3.  What advice would you give to singles in approaching marriage in a more realistic way?  Will most heed that 
advice?  Why or why not? 
 
4.  Jody mentioned that key to a good marriage, as a follower of Christ, is to love God with all of our heart, soul, 
and mind.  How does loving God completely impact our relationship with others, especially our spouse?   
 
5.  Although none of us most likely have a statue image that is an idol, what are some “good” things that can 
become idols in our life, taking away our attention from God?  How can we recognize idols in our life and then 
deal with them properly? 
 
6.  (Psalm 37:4 / 73:23-26)  How can we delight ourselves in the Lord?  What practices, attitudes, and disciplines 
can help us live our life in such a way that we are consumed with loving, listening, and following God? 
 
7.  Jody spoke to the truth of needing to love our spouse as we love ourselves?  What does that mean and look 
like in everyday life? 
 
8.  (Colossians 3:12)  Thinking of the virtues of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience; which 
of these come more naturally for you?  Which ones do you struggle with?  Why are these so key to a good 
marriage?   
 
9.  (Colossians 3:13)  How valuable to a marriage is forgiveness?  Why does this need to be a priority in a 
marriage?  How does forgiveness bless a marriage?  How does unforgiveness harm a marriage?  What lessons 
have you learned? 
 
10.  (Colossians 3:14)  How do you define love?  Why is love described as what binds together all of the previous 
virtues in Paul’s list?    
 
11.  (Colossians 3:17-19 / Ephesians 5:22-33)  Much has been made of the term “submit” in these passages, 
however, the emphasis is on mutual love, respect, and honor.  What is truly the secret to a “happily ever after” 
marriage? 
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