
LESSON #7  “THE LIFE OF CHRIST” 
Leader Notes 

 
Leaders:::   
 
Studying the life of Jesus is an exciting part of seeing how God became man 
to save humanity from ourselves.   It is a subject with a lot of resources that 
we can use to take our study deeper.  It is also something that is very difficult 
to capture in one sitting, but our hope is that this is a spring board to further 
exploration.   
 
BIRTH  
To start off, it is important to keep in mind that Jesus' incarnation took place a 
bit earlier than our calendars reflect.  Jesus was probably born somewhere 
between 6 BC and 4 BC based upon astronomical phenomenon and historical 
details of the start of Jesus' ministry.   
 
Jesus was born in Bethlehem (prophesied in Micah 5:2), lived in Egypt for his 
infancy - toddler years( in order to be safe from evil King Herod who was 
dedicated to kill him - Matthew 2:13-18), and grew up in Nazareth.   
 
BAPTISM 

Matthew 3:13-17 
- Fantastic article on "Why Jesus had to be baptized" by John Piper that is 
worth a quick read.  http://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/why-was-jesus-
baptized 
 
 
 
TEACHING 

- Jesus was teaching to communicate God's alternate take on the Scriptures 
than what was being taught by many of the sects in Jerusalem.  He was also 
proclaiming his authority and drawing disciples to himself.  The idea of a 
Rabbi calling followers to be "disciples" was a process of seeing if they, at an 
early age, could digest and process Scripture well.  Then seeing if they 
undestood and could teach the Rabbi's interpretation of Scripture, all so that 
one day they could go out and do exactly what their Rabbi did on their 
own.  Jesus called an unusual ragtag bunch of second and third stringers to 
be his elite 12, in spite of their  lack of religious grooming and contrasting 
backgrounds.  Jesus brought together people who would normally oppose one 
another, religiously, socially, and politically.  His ministry constantly conveyed 
the reality that His Kingdom was an upside down one.  Contrary to the 
kingdoms of earth that were all about power, dominance, and violence, Jesus' 



was about power through service, redemption, and sacrifice.  His work was 
truly other worldy, and folks took note of that.  They were  intended to.  That is 
not to say that Jesus was merely a good teacher.  His teaching explicitly 
taught that He was in fact God.  One is not a good and moral teacher and 
deluded on a astronomical scale, at the same time.  No, Jesus taught bold 
realities that still impact culture and hearts because He was and is God.   
 
 
MIRACLES 

The purpose of Jesus' miracles were to show his divine nature and 
authenticate his message.  Check out this brief article on the matter.   Very 
helpful - https://bible.org/illustration/purpose-miracles 
 
DEATH & RESURRECTION 
Check out this article on "Why did Jesus have to die."   
https://gotquestions.org/why-Jesus-die.html  
 
Leader, the life of Christ is not merely a thing to study, it is a life to live.  You 
lead others to Him by following his ways, his teachings, and surrendering your 
life to him.  The more we see in Scripture about Christ the more we are pulled 
into a life filled with the reality of our sin, the depth of God's love, and the 
power of his Resurrection which still animates the dead parts of our hearts, 
souls, and world.  Lead well this week and live boldly.   
	


