Discipleship
Study

The Bible:
How to Study It?

LESSON #21

*Small group, as you begin this lesson time, I encourage a couple of you to read to the group one of your favorite
passages of Scripture and share briefly of what it speaks about.
1. How many of you when you hear the word “study” get excited about it? How many of you shrink away when
you hear that word? Why?
2. The study of God’s Word has often been stated as “feeding on God’s Word.” How often do you eat a meal in
a day? Why do we continue to keep eating? In what ways can this illustration express to us why we need to
continually be studying the Word?
3. Joel makes the distinction between reading the Bible and studying it. Why is it important to recognize this
difference? How does this difference affect how we learn from the Bible?
4. What part does asking questions of Scripture help one to study and dig deeper into the Word? What are
some questions you might ask of Scripture as you read it?
5. We live in an information age with so many resources available to us. What are some resources you use at
times? (share online and hard copy items)
6. Why is context so important in studying the Bible? How do you determine the context? What happens when
you take Scripture out of context?
7. Application is key to Bible study. What is wrong with studying the Bible but never considering the personal
application? How does Bible study impact your daily life?
8. (2 Timothy 2:15) What does the study of Scripture do for us? What does it do for our relationship with Christ
and our understanding of God?
9. (Hebrews 4:12) The Word is described as alive. What does this mean? The writer of Hebrews also speaks
of it cutting to the heart of man. How has God’s Word cut your heart? What might be some passages you have
been studying recently that have truly cut to your heart?

