
HONDURAS UPDATE // 02/23/19 

Buenas Dias! 

I’d love to give you an update on the 4.5 days I spent in Honduras on a pre-trip meeting for our 
Fusion Mission Trip this summer.  Just a quick recap…


Our trip partners with a missionary our church supports named Darryl Lawler.  Darryl was a 
youth pastor for 31 years before he started working for Sonlife as the director of Honduras 
Sonlife.  He’s also spend time working for Sonlife in Costa Rica and Ecuador, doing Fusion 
trips similar to the one we will be doing this summer.  


The reason it’s called a “Fusion” Mission trip is because our goal is to “fuse” the American 
Church (MBC) and the Honduran Church (Iglesia Betel) together for a deep relationship that will 
have an impact on both of our ministries.  The main components of this trip are:


1. CULTURAL EXCHANGE — Each student will stay in the home of a family that is a part of 
Iglesia Betel (7 nights).  These are families who have children of similar age/gender to each 
student.  They are chosen by the youth pastor.  We plan to have pictures and information of 
the families as soon as we can!


2. SCHOOL MINISTRY — We will partner with local schools to assist with English classes, as 
well as have an opportunity to do a program that will include student testimonies, skits, and 
a gospel presentation.


3. DISCIPLE MAKING CONFERENCE — We will have 6 youth group meetings that will be a 
disciple making mini-conference for the student ministry of Iglesia Betel.  Our students will 
teach on what being a disciple making, Jesus following community is all about.  


Here is what the schedule for our trip will look like.  Note that instead of leaving on Saturday 
the 13th of July, we will plan to leave on Friday, the 12th of July.


7/12 Friday - Depart for Honduras (San Pedro Sula) // Arrive and stay at a hotel near the airport 
for team time and settling in.  


7/13 Saturday - Depart in 15 passenger rental van south to Siguatepeque (2 hrs).  Connect with 
the church and host families.   Attend youth group @ 6:30 PM.  Head home with host family. 


7/14 Sunday - Attend church (9am-12pm).  Present gospel skit to congregation.  Host disciple 
making conference (DMC) for youth group in the evening.  Host family.


7/15 Monday - School visits (start early…7am) in morning and afternoon.  DCM in evening.  
Host family.


7/16 Tuesday - Same 


7/17 Wednesday - Same


7/18 Thursday - School visit in morning.  Then head north to resort for the night and mid-trip 
team time.


7/19 Friday - Enjoy resort in morning, head back south (2 hrs) in the afternoon.  DCM in the 
evening.


7/20 Saturday - Time with Host Family during the morning, DCM in the evening.




7/21 Sunday - Church in the morning.  Local youth group will present skit that they have 
worked on all week.  Say goodbyes.  Back to San Pedro Sula for hotel and final team time.


7/22 Monday - Depart for the U.S.


_____________________________________________________________________________________


JASON’S PRE-TRIP SUMMARY


I arrived early Thursday morning at O’Hare.  My flight departed for Atlanta at 6:00 AM.  I caught 
up with Darryl (our missionary) at the airport and over the course of this trip we were able to get 
to know each other well.  He has a huge heart for youth ministry, and over the past 5 years has 
been pouring into youth workers in Honduras.  I met several youth workers that he has a great 
relationship with, and I can see the impact that he’s had on their lives and ministry!  Darryl has 
a heart for making disciples who make disciples, and is also passionate about helping to create 
relational ministries that are focused on following Jesus.  He absolutely loves our church 
culture at MBC, how we are striving to be a “real” church, and is one of the reasons he’s be 
hoping and praying that we could partner up for something like this.  


The Atlanta layover was a pretty quick layover, but went smooth.  We arrived in San Pedro Sula 
around noon  (note: they are on the same time zone as us — Central).  Right away I could see 
that the airport was very clean and modern.  Walking outside their were plenty of nicer cars, 
which is noticeable only because I’ve been on trips in poorer countries such as St. Lucia and 
Haiti, where things aren’t always as modern or clean.  Darryl has a car that he keeps at a 
pastor’s house in San Pedro Sula.  The pastor’s name is Jorge Mario Alvarez, and is a really 
great guy who also speaks perfect english.  He had us over for lunch and we were on our way 
to Siguatepeque, which is a town about 2 hours south.  


The main roads are very good, and it’s much like driving in the states, although they are a little 
looser on the following the rules with passing.  I noted how they actually had lanes — in Haiti 
driving is a bit of a free for all — but here it was much more civil.  You still have to watch out for 
motorcycles flying by and people crossing the road occasionally but travel isn’t much of an 
issue.  


We connected with the youth pastor (Jonathan) and his family that evening and from that 
moment on I was immersed into hearing and speaking (attempting to speak) Spanish.  It will be 
very helpful to practice Spanish before the trip.  I got by, but also had a lot of help from Darryl, 
who speaks it fluently enough.  


Jonathan and Kayla are around 27 years old and have two beautiful girls: Natalia (6) and Gracie 
(18 months).  They’ve been serving at Iglesia Betel for around 5 years.  Jonathan has a lot of 
youth ministry training, and has interacted with some of the training that I had received in 
school at Moody  and at various youth conferences.  The way that they are doing youth 
ministry there (program-wise) is similar to how we do it in the states.  He has a great team of 
about 10 youth leaders, and they are a lot of fun to work with!  


One of the things many Latin American churches struggle with is seeing students become 
vibrant disciple makers who are passionate about Jesus and reaching their friends.  They also 
struggle with seeing themselves as the “church of today” and not just the “church of the 
future.”  Because of this, I was able to more tangibly see how a trip like this would benefit their 
youth and the students we will interact with at the schools.  One of the biggest issues is that 
they haven’t seen many teenagers who have modeled this kind of lifestyle.  I truly believe that 
with the quality leadership that we have in our students from 360, we have the potential to 



provide some huge encouragement to the church in Siguatepeque, and at the same time 
building some lasting friendships with our brothers and sisters in Honduras.  


On Friday, we spent the day visiting all the schools where we will be helping with English 
classes and presenting the gospel.  Each of the school administrators were very excited to 
include us in their schedule, and look forward to partnering with us!  All of the schools are fairly 
close to the church, so we have to opportunity as well to bring a boost to the youth group 
there, as Jonathan will be with us and have the opportunity to connect with teenagers that are 
in the area.  


On Saturday, we spent the morning in downtown Siguatepeque and had lunch with two 
students from the local seminary.  One of them is a student that Darryl has been pouring into, 
named Lenin.  Through Sonlife, Lenin is able to attend seminary and receive pastoral training.  
Lenin’s heart is to become a youth pastor as well, and he’s currently helping with students at 
Iglesia Betel.  We spent quite a bit of time with him as well and he young and enthusiastic 
about becoming an influencer for Christ.  

 
Saturday evening I attended their weekly program for students.  They had a special theme 
called “Super Friends” and it was kind of a superhero theme.  They had a great worship band 
with adult volunteers and the worship leader from the church, and I also had an opportunity to 
introduce myself and give the message for the night.  “Super Friends” had been chosen 
because valentines day had happened Thursday, and in Guatemala it’s not just seen as a 
“romantic holiday” but as national friendship day.  I spoke on Mark 2, where some “super 
friends” brought their paralyzed friend to Jesus for healing, transformation, and restoration.  We 
talked about how super friends are those who open their eyes to who God is calling them to 
reach and impact, and how important it is for them to bring their friends to the feet of Jesus.  


The next morning on Sunday I attended church and it was a great service.  Jonathan was 
preaching that morning and taught from James 1, where we’re encouraged to be doers and not 
just hearers of the word.  


Iglesia Betel is a church that is growing in impact of their community.  In the past 18 months 
they’ve made programmatic changes to help them become more relational driven and less 
program driven.   They recently launched small groups and are trying to cut back on having too 
many meetings/programs.  It’s going well though some are a bit hesitant to change (aren’t we 
all?).  They recently finished a great worship center that’s used in multiple ways, including 
student ministry.  They also just opened a coffee shop on their corner, since they are on a 
pretty main street that eventually goes to downtown Sigua.


The pastor, Enrique, is also a doctor.  We had the opportunity to have breakfast at his house on 
Sunday morning at 6:30 am, along with about a dozen other men in the church.  Darryl had an 
opportunity to share our vision for what we are doing, but also had an opportunity to challenge 
them on disciple making.  He loves asking the uncomfortable question: “If a disciple is not 
making other disciples…is he/she really a disciple?”  The men had some great interaction (I 
understood a little) and it was very encouraging to be a part of.  


We wrapped up our trip with lunch with Jonathan and his family.  He’s already become like a 
good friend, and with the help of Google translate we can actually text each other!  

I’m absolutely comfortable and confident in our trip.  Sigua is a safe town that doesn’t have 
much crime and is somewhat rural, even for its size (about 100,000).  It sits in a valley a fairly 
high altitude in between beautiful green hills, many of which are used to grow high altitude 
coffee.  The weather is similar to California — warm (80’s) during the day and cool (upper 60’s) 
at night, and is moderately dry.  The weather is pretty consistent year round.  




Below are a few pictures from my pre trip:  

Iglesia Betel in Siguatepeque Sunset (church on the right)

Youth Leaders prepping for youth group Youth Group (Game time)

Men’s breakfast Sunday morning Sunday Morning Church Service



Airport Class at one of our school visits

Downtown Square Christian Camp just outside of town

Local Food!

Gracie, Lenin (youth coach), Me, Kayla, 
Jonathan, and Natalia (Front)


