
Being the Church in Difficult Times 

Our Washington state Governor, Jay Inslee, made the announcement to close all public schools 

in the state of Washington from March 17-April 24 and restricted the number of people in a 

public gathering, including worship services.  The maximum number of people in the state of 

Washington that can gather is 50, but our president is recommending that we not gather more 

than 10.  How should we respond to this news?   

First, we should neither worry nor fear, instead of panic, we should pray and seek God’s 

mind.  As God’s church scattered, we want to be strong and very courageous asking God for 

wisdom in the midst of all the real and perceived threats of life.   

“do not be anxious about anything,  but in everything by prayer and supplication twith thanks

giving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”  Philippians 4:6-7 Esv 

Second, we should continue to be the church wherever we are, whatever the circumstances.  

While we should have no assembly of 50 or more, we are not restricted from gathering as small 

groups in our homes for the purpose of prayer, study, encouragement and strategy.  As a 

matter of fact, difficult circumstances often give us more opportunities to witness and connect 

in spiritual conversations with our friends, relatives and neighbors.  Instead of gathering as a 

large group, invite your neighbors to your house to listen to online services, engage in Bible 

study and prayer and bless one another with a meal.  Be the church by caring for those who are 

sick, distressed or in need.  A phone call, a visit, even helping with an errand can make a world 

of difference not only today but, with the Gospel, effect their eternity.   

For now, we are cancelling all church activities.  We will be meeting with our staff and the 

elders to determine what ministry opportunities we will be offering in the near future.  Our 

church office will continue to be open Mon, Wed, Thur & Fri 9am-3pm, however we ask if you 

are sick to please not come in.  The janitors sanitized the entire building this morning and will 

continue to take needed precautions moving forward.   

“And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking 

of bread and the prayers.”  Acts 2:42 Esv 

Third, we should obey those in authority over us.  Having recently just preached on this idea, 

we have a great opportunity to live it out.  Instead of holding services and classes, we will be 

working on some online options and hopefully video streaming in the near future.   

“Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except fro

m God, and those that exist have been instituted by God.”  Romans 13:1 Esv 

Fourth, take necessary and common-sense precautions.  Wash your hands frequently or use 

hand sanitizer.  Cough or sneeze into the crook of your elbow.  Limit handshakes and hugs.  If 
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you are sick, stay home.  If you are well, go about your daily routine and seek to be a blessing.  

Did I already say not to panic but pray?  

“give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”   

1 Thessalonians 5:18 Esv 

 

Fifth, if you feel that you have this virus call your health care provider and follow their 

instructions. This is not a time to doubt, worry, or panic, but to be courageous in the midst of a 

difficult situation and be the church that God has called us to be. 

“Cast your burden on the Lord, and he will sustain you; he will never permit the righteous to 

be moved.”  Psalm 55:22 Esv 

I will be writing more later this week.  I want you to know that I love you and I’m praying for 

you, Pastor Mark 

 

 


