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Lent Day 1 - February 26, 2020

Scripture Readings: Joel 2:1-2, 12-17; 
2nd Corinthians 5:20b-6:10; Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

She came into my office with an urgent request, 
“Please pray for Lora right now.  She is on her way 
to New York City, and once she lands at the airport 
she has to get to certain place in the city.  She 
wants to ride the subway, but she doesn’t know 
anybody there to help her.  Please pray that God 
will put Christians around her to protect and guide 
her.  I’m so afraid for her.”
So I did, right then and there.  We held hands 
and prayed that God would surround Lora with 
his love and protection and put Christians around 
her to protect her and guide her.  After we prayed 
together the woman thanked me and gave me a 
hug.  My parting words to her were, “Let me know 
when you hear from her.”
How does God answer prayers like that?  I have 
confidence that all our prayers are heard by God 
and I am also reminded by scripture that the Spirit 
intercedes for us when we don’t know how to pray 
(Romans 8:26). “O Lord, put Christians around 
Lora to protect her and guide her.” 
Later that evening the same woman came into 
my office with a smile on her face and tears in her 
eyes as she said, “God answered our prayers!”  I 
couldn’t wait to hear what she would share with 
me as we sat down together.  “Tell me what 
happened,” I said.
“Well, Lora landed at the airport just fine and got 
her bags.  I knew she was nervous but I told her 
that we were praying for her along with a lot of 
other people.  She just called me to tell me that 
God answered our prayers.  She said she wasn’t 
sure how she would know who the Christians were 

when she got her bags, but then she had to laugh 
at how easy God made it for her.  “Mom, they had 
crosses on their heads!  Today is Ash Wednesday 
and I knew who the Christians were by the ashes 
on their foreheads.  They showed me the way!  
Your prayers were answered.”
Today we will join Christians around the world as 
we begin the forty day journey Lent.  Together we 
will be marked with ashes in the form of a cross 
on our foreheads, hearing once more the words 
intoned – “Remember that you are dust and unto 
dust you shall return.” With a smudge of ashes on 
our forehead we are reminded that we are finite 
creatures.  And we are also reminded the amazing 
gift that God gave for us all – the gift of his Son 
Jesus Christ who willingly took the sins of the 
world upon himself and accepting death on a cross 
so that we might be saved.
“O God, please send someone to save us,” is 
our common prayer.  Even before we prayed God 
acted to save.  So it is with a grateful and humble 
heart that we come to receive the mark of ashes 
on our brow.  “Remember, you are dust and unto 
dust you shall return.”   Who knows, maybe a 
mother is lifting a prayer this day that God will put 
a Christian near their child to watch over and guide 
them.  Will they be able to see Christ in you?
Let us pray.  O God, only you can deliver and save 
our souls from death.  When we become over-
whelmed by the complexities of this world, let us 
keep our eyes fixed on Jesus our Lord and Savior.  
Help us to remember that we are dust and unto 
dust we shall return.  Amen.

Pastor Bob Bergland

Ash
Wednesday



Lent Day 2 - February27, 2020

…The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.  
(Galatians 5:22-23 NRSV)   …And put on 
the new self, created to be like God in true 
righteousness and holiness.  
(Ephesians 4:24 NIV)

It is troubling to see our society becoming 
more and more angry, mean, frustrated and 
impatient; we seem to be losing our self-control.  
As Christians we are to exhibit self-control.  In 
this Season of Lent we should constantly remind 
ourselves to be in control, to search our soul, 
to repent, to reflect and to take stock — and 
all this comes to us through the power and 
presence of the Holy Spirit.  

If we truly repent; that is, turn ourselves over to 
God and the self-control He provides, we would 
not have domestic violence, we would not have 
road rage, we would not have terrorists and 
mass shootings and other violent acts; simply 
put, “there would be war no more”.

But every day we are faced with choices that 
challenge our self-control — we become angry; 
we cannot control our temper and actions — we 

Are You in Control?  
With God’s Help you can Be!

make the wrong choice!  And it is important to 
remember that being self-controlled is the right 
choice/decision — it is the decision to not lose 
our cool; it is the time to not blow off some 
steam.  As you practice self-control remind 
yourself that you are created in the likeness 
of Christ and it is through self-control and the 
likeness of Christ that you are able to “…put 
on the new self, created to be like God in true 
righteousness and holiness” (Ephesians 4:24 
NIV).

ResourceUMC describes Lent as a season of 
focus and preparation.  In approaching Easter 
we want to focus, prepare and prayerfully seek 
to align our heart with God’s heart and seek 
the self-control that lets others see in us a new 
creation in Christ.  May your focuses and choices 
always be Christ-like and keep you in control.

Copied Prayer: “Lord, stop me when I start to 
get angry.  Help me to see my choices.  And 
give me the strength to make the right choice. 
Amen.”

Pastor Dan Jones



Lent Day 3 - February 28, 2020

This past year was a big transition for my 
household. Our oldest child graduated from 
high school and headed off to college. Even 
though we had spent a year touring multiple 
colleges across four different states to prepare 
for this big event, I didn’t realize how much 
my life would change. I had always hoped 
and prayed that as parents, we had raised her 
to be ready for this new stage in her life. We 
nurtured her at home and exposed her to many 
experiences. In addition to the two of us raising 
her, I believed that she needed to be brought 
up in a church with loving role models that she 
could rely on, alongside her family members, 
during important times in her life such as this 
one. Thankfully, there are many people within 
our church that have helped to mold her into 
the sweet, smart, funny, and caring Child of 

God that she is today. These same people 
have been there for me as I went through 
this grown and flown stage. I pray that you 
continue to reach out to the young adults 
of this church that are going through a new 
transition or continuing one. It is so important 
that these children know that their church 
family has not forgotten about them just 
because they are now in a new city, state, or 
stage of their lives. I believe that your genuine 
interest in their well-being will be welcomed 
and appreciated.

Alicia Gregory

Church Family



Lent Day 4 - February 29, 2020

“ . . . As long as you have the light, believe in the light so that you might become people 
whose lives are determined by the light.” John 12:36a (CEB)

I don’t ever remember not “seeing the light” (Jesus is the Light). Only after my faith matured 
did I fully understand the light - things of faith became more illumined - more understandable 
and life changing. It is through the Light - Jesus Christ - that my faith has become steadfast 
and that I have experienced a firmer foundation.

And rest assured the light keeps darkness (sin and evil) at bay; as Christians we desire that 
darkness stay away. So I tell you, look to the light that surrounds you and enjoy its presence 
and guidance and accept the positive change it brings.

And if the light of your life seems too dim; if frustration and turmoil enter your life, remember 
these words, “Your word is a lamp before my feet and a light for my journey” Psalm 119:105. 
In other words, spend more time reading and studying your Bible; spend more time in prayer 
so the Words of God will become brighter - a light that will guide you and renew you each 
and every day. 

Is your life a shining light of witness to the world around you? Are you making a difference?

Dear God, thank you for the light that you supply us and for your presence and guidance. Be-
cause of your love and light, our journey becomes easier because of the light you offer. Amen.

Pastor Dan Jones

“When I First 
Saw the Light”



First Lenten Prayer - March 1, 2020

Sunday Lenten Prayer
Almighty God, your blessed Son was led by the Spirit
 to be tempted by Satan.
Come quickly to help us who are assaulted by many temptations.
And, as you know the weakness of each of us,
 let each one find you mighty to save;
through Jesus Christ your Son, our Lord. Amen.
   (THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER, U.S.A., 1979, p. 166., ALT.)



Lent Day 5 - March 2, 2020

A voice is calling, “Clear the way for the 
LORD in the wilderness; Make smooth 
in the desert a highway for our God. 
“Let every valley be lifted up, And every 
mountain and hill be made low; And let 
the rough ground become a plain, And the 
rugged terrain a broad valley; Then the 
glory of the LORD will be revealed, And all 
flesh will see it together; For the mouth of 
the LORD has spoken.” - Isaiah 40:3-5 

Words for wilderness appear in the Bible 
nearly 300 times; a term meaning desolate, 
uncultivated, neglected, abandoned.  
Perhaps, a position of disfavor.  When 
one is in the wilderness, the goal is not to 
remain there – get out, and get out fast!

What about us?  Are we at times in the 
wilderness, and how do we clear the way 
to get out?  In Isaiah 40:3-5, the implication 
is that the people need to remove the 
obstacles for the Lord.  References are 
given of valleys being lifted up and 
mountains made low.  These were an exiled 
people traversing the desert.  The rough 
ground becomes a plain, rugged terrain 
made into a valley; only possible through 

the works of our Father!
Yet, how does this apply today?  Are there 
wildernesses we travel?  Unfortunately, the 
answer is yes, absolutely; sin, lack of faith, 
hopelessness, and despair.  Places where 
thoughts and actions separate us from Jesus.  
It is in those times that we see the wilderness – 
the rough ground and rugged terrain.

Alas, our God is greater!  Our God is 
omnipotent!  Our God keeps His promises!  
Clear the way for the Lord indeed!  Preparation 
involving spiritual discipline is a road worthy of 
our travels.  Prayer, reading Scripture, honest 
worship, and love of neighbor are pinnacles 
along the highway.  They say it’s the journey, 
not the destination; I say it’s embracing 
the wilderness, riding through it becoming 
spiritually stronger, and faithfully proclaiming 
our God is revealed!

Michelle D. Newton

Wilderness



Lent Day 6 - March 3, 2020

“Pretty Good”
Recently, I read about a minister who met on 
of his members at the mall. After exchanging 
pleasantries, the minister said to him, “I 
haven’t seen you in church lately.” To which 
the church member replied, “Preacher, I 
get there on the average about two Sunday 
mornings a month. Isn’t that pretty good?”
He used a cliche in his reply that ought to 
make all of us stop and think. I saw a tennis 
match this past Sunday on TV in which both 
players played “pretty good” tennis, but one 
of the two didn’t win. A friend used to run a 
“pretty good” race for county commissioner, 
but he always lost. The Pharisees and the 
Sadducees of Jesus’ day were “pretty good” 
fellows, but our Lord said concerning them, 
“...your righteousness must exceed that of 
the scribes and Pharisees” (Matthew 5:20). 
Peter was a “pretty good” disciple, but Jesus 
was constantly praying for him. “Pretty good” 
just isn’t the right yardstick for measuring 
Christian life.
One of the weaknesses of today’s Christianity 
is that we seem pleased with being “pretty 
good.” As a backup to that standard, we hear 
people speak about someone as being “just 
your average church member.” Somewhere 
I ready this definition of average: “The best 
of the worst and the worst of the best.” God, 

save me from just being average! Kagawa, 
the famed Japanese Christian, says: I read 
in The Book that a man called Christ went 
about doing good. It is very disconcerting 
that I am so easily satisfied with just going 
about.
“Pretty good” and “just average” just won’t 
cut it anymore as Christian folk try to make 
their witness before others. Christians are 
called to “Be ye therefore perfect, even as 
your Father, which is in heaven, is perfect” 
(Matthew 5:48). A high standard, yes, but 
the one that keeps us growing, striving! Our 
vocabulary and our Christian living should 
not include “pretty good” . . . contentment 
with the status quo and the ruts that the 
Church membership have gotten into.
The season of Lents begins on Ash 
Wednesday. Lent is a time of preparation for 
the wonderful Easter event. It is my prayer 
that during this Lenten season we might 
rise above being just average in Church 
life to experience Jesus Christ, who is “the 
resurrection and the life . . .” (John 11:25)

Bill Presnell
March 12, 2000 Bulletin



Lent Day 7 - March 4, 2020

“Way maker
Miracle worker
Promise keeper
Light in the darkness
My God
That is who you are”
  -Synach

Sometimes I am amazed at how easily we forget who God is.  
Throughout history, God’s people forgot, only to flourish again 
in the remembering.  We continue to forget who provides, who 
shelters, who forgives, who accomplishes far more than we could 
ever imagine.  It is far too easy to become overwhelmed by our 
circumstances and forget that God is always here patiently waiting 
for us to remember.  The season of Lent is a time of spiritual renewal 
– a time to remind ourselves of being intentional in our focus upon 
God.  God longs for relationship with us.  Nowhere will we find 
true fulfillment without being in relationship with God.  When we 
remember who God is, God’s work in us shines the brightest.    May 
we remember so that God will use us as vessels bringing others to 
know and remember. 
…… For your glory God, Amen.

Vickie Franks

Remember 



Lent Day 8 - March 5, 2020

“The spirit of man is the candle of the Lord” This simple yet profound verse of scripture was 
central in the ministry of the great Phillips Brooks. It referred to the kinship between him and 
his creator. God had entered into man, and man has become a part of His eternal expression 
of Himself. No, God and man are not the same, but man can become more God-like. He can 
come home to himself.

How else can you account for the wonder of you personality? You can form ideas and express 
ideals. You can create things of usefulness and beauty. You can join ideas and ideals with others 
and forge a culture. You can think, choose, love and worship. You can be a high expression 
of God. Augustine wrote long ago: “The true honor of man is the image and the likeness of 
God.”

And, in sense, you are as mysterious as God is. You are not bound by time and space and 
mortal sense. You can be physically measured, socially evaluated and mentally tested. But your 
spirit cannot be confined. Paul Tourner has truthfully said that the real life of a person is not a 
thing we can hold in our hands. The expressions and communications of your personality are as 
fleeting as a lightening flash - by the time we have seen their light, they are already gone. It is 
in the realm of God - Likeness that we can break loose into creative freedom and moral dignity.

With this divine potential, this frightening freedom, this human limitation - what will you do 
with this most precious gift - life? Have you really tried prayer lately?

Charles Spencer Hubbard
February 28, 1971 Bulletin

“The Spirit of Man”



Lent Day 9 - March 6, 2020

“You will seek me and find me when you seek 
me with all your heart.”  Jeremiah 29:13

Many people have questions and doubts about 
things that come up in their daily lives. These 
challenges don’t seem to be any big deal. 
When Christians study the Bible, questions 
often enter our minds. Sometimes doubts fol-
low. As Christians, we may be hesitant to share 
these doubts with others for fear that we might 
be perceived in a negative light. I have been 
told that having doubts can show that we are 
thinking and growing as opposed to believing 
everything we are told. 
When I began my Christian walk, I threw myself 
into a routine that I had been encouraged to 
practice:  pray, read scripture, join a Bible study 
and share my faith.  This has been a constant 
in my life. I have wavered from time to time 
but I desire a consistent faith. The more I read 
the Bible, the more spiritual questions I have. 
One tendency I have is to over analyze spiritual 
things, allowing doubts to set in. And, if I am 
not careful, too much introspection can rob me 
of my joy and cripple my faith. Intellectually and 
spiritually, I believe my God is constant and His 
word is truth.  
Our Christian walk can be challenging. As a 
Christian man, I believe if my witness is to be ef-
fective, I must walk in the world as I share God’s 
word. Our world has significantly changed since 

I began my journey of faith. This is a dark 
time and more and more people are becom-
ing skeptical and taking God out of the big 
picture. Atheism and Agnosticism are on the 
rise. Partisan politics are a front stage drama. 
Racial bias continues. Hatred and intolerance 
are growing. Mob violence is on the rise. 
Gender identity is being mocked. Church at-
tendance is declining. And on and on. Some 
of my Christian friends say if you ignore these, 
they will go away.  This is not the answer.  
I have shared my season of doubts and 
questions with Pastor Charles. He is a patient 
listener and his sound advice to me is, “Look 
to Jesus.” I have talked with my son who 
pastors a small church and like Pastor Charles, 
he has advised me not to over analyze but fix 
my eyes on Christ and ask God to guide me 
to the truth.  And I know both of these godly 
men are right. 
I’m sure I will continue having questions to 
find answers that will satisfy my soul and 
heart. Can having doubts and questions be 
evidence of growth. I believe so.  And, as I 
said, Pastor Charles and my son pointed me 
to follow the wisdom of Jesus Christ. Jesus 
said, “Everyone who asks receives; the one 
who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, 
the door will be opened.” (Matthew 7:8)         

Lucien Stark

Doubts and 
Questions



Lent Day 10 - March 7, 2020

Recently, a friend told me how she sets aside 
one day a week to do nothing. I was amazed 
and not just a little jealous, but I also felt as 
if maybe that was something I hadn’t earned 
yet. Not long after, I was blessed to attend a 
wonderful conference that fed my soul in so 
many areas, but a session on prioritizing my 
time to build my personal relationship with God 
to have precedence over my doing and being 
and providing for others really spoke to my 
heart. And just a week prior to writing this, the 
devotion we covered in youth group was about 
the importance of getting the rest we need to 
be the very best versions of ourselves for God. 
It even included a gentle reminder that God 
commands us to rest and declares rest holy! 
So, I’m thinking maybe God’s trying to tell me 
something!
It’s so easy to get caught up in work and spouse 
and kids and church and volunteering and 
being a good friend and checking on parents 
and an endless list of other things that I forget 
to not only care for myself but nurture my 
personal relationship with God. After all, I can 
always start that next week when soccer season 
ends or the week after that when the Father 
Daughter dance is over or maybe in two weeks 
when preschool is over the for year or … or… 
or… 
It’s all so exhausting, sometimes. They’re all 
good things—wonderful even, but how can I 
serve others when I’m so desperately needing 
to be fed into myself? How can I describe to 
my children how good my God is when I don’t 
make time for Him myself?

When I get swept up in the details of life and 
shove God to the back burner, I don’t notice how 
detrimental it is to my soul until I make that time 
again just for Him. Those first moments with Him 
after an extended period of business feel as if 
He’s welcoming me home with a big, warm hug 
and a weight just lifts right off my chest.
I can’t forget to rest my body and mind so I have 
the energy to DO ALL THE THINGS just like I 
need to rest with Him to restore my soul though. 
I have found that when I prioritize Sabbath, I 
get much more accomplished than when I work 
myself into such a stressful exhaustion that I 
zone out in front of whatever can take my mind 
off of everything I’ve yet to do for so long that 
I become even MORE BEHIND! AUGH!! It’s a 
vicious cycle, friends! My endless to-do list is 
full of really great and worthwhile things, but if 
I’m not the best version of myself (which most 
definitely includes being well-rested) while doing 
them, are others getting the best of what God 
has given me to offer? No! I don’t think that’s 
what God wants for my life or yours. 
I’m so grateful for a gracious, wise Father who 
loves us so much that He wants us to rest. In fact, 
He commands us to rest, and He even modeled 
how to rest for us... “ Then, because so many 
people were coming and going that they did 
not even have a chance to eat, he said to them, 
“Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place 
and get some rest.” 
Mark 6:31

Shelley Gibson

Sabbath



Second Lenten Prayer - March 8, 2020

Sunday Lenten Prayer
O God, your glory is always to have mercy.
Be gracious to all who have gone astray from your ways,
 and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith
   to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of your Word,
Jesus Christ your Son,
who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
   (THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER, U.S.A., 1979, p. 166., ALT.)



Lent Day 11 - March 9, 2020

You have turned my mourning into dancing…
Psalm 30; 11a

How many of you like to dance? Dancing 
is certainly biblical!  King David danced in 
front of the Ark of the Covenant as it was in 
the procession back to the city of Jerusalem.  
The writer of Ecclesiastes tells us that “For 
everything there is a season, and a time for 
every matter under heaven: a time to mourn 
and a time to dance.”  Ecclesiastes 3: 1, 4b    
  
    One time a Baptist preacher asked a 
Methodist Bishop, “Can Methodists dance?” 
The Bishop replied, “Well, some can, some 
can’t!”    

    Psalm 30 has a word for us about dancing. 
This Psalm attributed to King David tells 
us of his personal journey of faith which 
moves from proud self-sufficiency to a lonely 
distance from God but ultimately ends on 
a joyful note that makes David feel like 
dancing! David goes from being quite happy 
with himself and feeling good about all he 
had secured, all he had earned, and all he 
had built. He had worked hard, he was doing 
well, he was blessed, all was right with the 

world and God was good! And then David, 
in his self-sufficiency, drifted away from God’s 
presence and became painfully aware of the 
absence of God in his life. Sometimes we drift 
away from God or things happen that break 
our hearts and the hurt is so deep that we 
can’t see God through the pain.  When David 
comes to his senses, he throws himself on the 
mercy of God. He becomes a humble believer, 
bowing before his powerful God. David moves 
from self-sufficiency thru a time of darkness 
and on to the wonderful realization that even 
when God seems absent, He is powerfully 
present!  Even when we desert God, He 
does not desert us! No situation in life is so 
bleak that God cannot redeem it!  When the 
psalmist realizes the width and depth and 
height of God’s grace, he is filled with joy and 
feels like dancing.
 
                                                                                                                   
How many of you like to dance?
 

Charles Robl

Time to Dance



For Such a Time as This

Lent Day 12 -March 10, 2020

Esther 4:13-14
Then Mordecai told them to reply to Esther, " 
Do not imagine that you in the King's palace 
can escape any more than all the Jews.  For 
if you remain silent at this time, relief and 
deliverance will arise for the Jews from 
another place and you and your father's house 
will perish.  And who knows whether you have 
not attained royalty for such a time as this?"

Esther was called to lay down worldly things, 
to be humbled, to forgo herself for the 
greater good.  In today's culture it is often 
difficult for us to listen to God's call to move 
away from our own agendas and our desire to 
self preserve. Like Esther, God asks us to seize 
opportunities to further His Kingdom, not 

our own.  If we choose to act as people of 
God, not as people of people, imagine what 
good we can bring to the world.  Imagine 
the hope, joy, and love that can be shared 
with all of God's children.  Perhaps, each of 
us was created specifically for such a time as 
this.

Mary Wesley Michaud



Lent Day 13 - March 11, 2020

A little boy is telling his Grandma how 
everything is going wrong. School, Mom and 
Dad were mad at him for not turning in his 
homework, he was with her because he was 
sick and felt bad . . . just a bad day.

Grandma decides that she would bake her 
grandson a cake to make him feel better. She 
asks her grandson if he would like a snack, 
which, of course, he does.
“Here, have some cooking oil.”
“Yuck” says the boy.
“How about a couple of raw eggs?”
“Gross, Grandma!”
“Would you some flour then? Or maybe 
baking soda?”
“Grandma, those things taste terrible, they’re 
all yucky!”
To which Grandma replies: “Yep, all those 
things seem bad all by themselves. But when 
they are put together in the right way, they 
make your favorite delicious cake!”

As we enter the season of Lent, we too must 
remember that all is not as it appears. Many 
times we wonder why God would let us go 
through bad and difficult times. We may 
never know the answer to our questions as 

we walk planet earth, but we do know in all 
of history, and all of time, God has proven 
trustworthy. Therefore, in those dark, broken 
phases of our lives, sometimes all we can do 
is remain faithful, and in those times that is all 
God would ask of us - to be faithful and trust. 
Yet, my experience of our Lord is that often, 
all I can do is to be faithful and trust him, for I 
have no other place to lean or land. We must 
remember that God has a greater plan for us 
than our minds can even begin to grasp even 
in our brokenness!

God is crazy about you! God sends you flowers 
every spring and a sunrise every morning. 
Whenever you want to talk , God will listen. 
God is closer to you than you could ever 
dream. Even in those broken places, God is 
right there.

D. Ray Warren
February 21, 2010 Bulletin

God is Crazy About You!



Lent Day 14 - March 12, 2020

“At once the Spirit sent him out into the 
wilderness, and he was in the wilderness 
forty days being tempted by Satan.  He was 
with wild animals and angels attended him.”  
(Mark 1:12-13)
  
Do you ever wonder why the Holy Spirit 
did that?  Jesus had just been baptized by 
John, heaven was torn open and the Spirit 
descended on him like a dove, and Almighty 
God of heaven spoke so that we would all 
know this was His Son.  “You are my Son, 
whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”  
Afterwards, there is no baptismal celebration, 
no Galilean festivities, no luncheon for the 
aunts, uncles, grandparents and godparents.  
Jesus is led by the Spirit into the wilderness, 
where there are wild animals and no food.  

Why did the Spirit lead Jesus into wilderness?  
What did He do there?  Does the Spirit 
lead me into wilderness?  What if I don’t 
want to go?  That’s not something I would 
willingly put on my bucket list.  I love a nice 
hike through the forest; I love watching the 
magnificence of God’s creations in their 
natural habitats - on the Nature channel, 
National Geographic and at the zoo.  I would 
even raise my hand for an African Safari 

adventure, as long as there was a well planned 
escape route.  But a solo wilderness experience 
with wild animals and no food for forty days.  
No.  I would not choose it.

But yet, I have had my fair share of wilderness 
experiences.  I just never thought it was 
possible that the Spirit may have led me there.  
And this changes my perspective.  When I think 
about Jesus being in the wilderness those forty 
days, I doubt he spent much time complaining 
about His situation.  I imagine He spent quality 
time communing with the Father; forty days of 
prayerful, intimate time with His Father.  The 
Holy Spirit who led Him there upheld Him and 
enabled Him to endure and persevere.         

I would not choose a wilderness experience.  
They are hard, uncomfortable, often painful.  
But I know they will come.  When they do, 
I pray that God will shift my gaze from the 
circumstances of my situation to focus fully on 
Him, knowing that the same Spirit indwells me 
and will uphold and enable me to endure and 
persevere.  I pray the same for you.

Hope Newton

Into the Wilderness



Lent Day 15 - March 13, 2020

For untold centuries, no other flower, not even the rose, has been so closely associated with 
religion, both pagan and Christian, as has the stately Madonna Lily. On Easter, our church will 
join with churches covering the whole spectrum of American religion in decking their altars 
and tables with lilies. 

One of the treasures of Solomon’s Temple was a bath fifteen feet in diameter, with a brim that 
curved outward “Like the petals of a lily.” In pre-Christian Rome, the lily was used as a symbol 
of mourning. The early Christians appropriated the lily, wearing garlands of pure white lilies, 
not a symbol of mourning, but as a silent witness to the radiant joy that was theirs because 
“He is Risen!” When we see our urns filled with lilies Easter morning, we join with those first 
Christians in using them as a joyful remembrance of the resurrection. 

For centuries, lilies have appeared in paintings, in sculpture and in literature as symbols of 
the beauty of Christian life and of the saving grace of Christ Jesus. One of the windows in our 
burned sanctuary was centered around a stately lily standing fair in silvery light. 

John Masefield tells in “The Everlasting Mercy,” of Jim, a wild, boisterous, drinking, fighting 
character, who found “the holy bread, the bread unpriced.” In that moment, knowing that 
Christ has given new birth and longing for the purity and simplicity of good life, he prayed:

O lovely lily clean,
O lily springing green,
O lily bursting white;
Dear lily of delight
Spring in my heart again, 
That I may flower to all.

H. Langill Watson
March 30, 1986 Bulletin

Easter Lily



Lent Day 16 - March 14, 2020

I have a short-sleeved purple t-shirt that 
says Jesus Took Naps.  Be like Jesus. (Mark 
4:38)  Inevitably, when I wear this shirt I take 
a nap and sometimes other members of my 
family do, too.  It is as if this t-shirt gives 
us permission to slow down.  Maybe you, 
too, need a reminder that it is OK to rest, to 
take a nap, or to do nothing.  Our bodies 
and minds have a tendency to be busy 
and overstimulated, we need to recharge 
regularly.

The verse on what is quickly becoming my 
favorite t-shirt is referring to the story of 
Jesus calming the storm.  His disciples were 
starting to freak out because they were out 
on a boat and a storm was around them.  
What was Jesus doing?  Napping.  They 
woke him up and Jesus spoke to the waters 
and the winds and they obeyed him and 
all that but may we focus on what Jesus 
was doing.  He was napping…on a boat.  I 
imagine (before the storm came, of course) 
Jesus being lulled to sleep by the sound 
of the water lapping the sides of the boat 
and the gentle side-to-side rocking from the 
waves.  I wonder if he hears the sail flapping 
in the wind and the seagulls in the distance 
as his eyes grow heavy.  Ahh, doesn’t that 
sound so peaceful?  Did you just yawn?  

Let’s take a look at a few more verses about 
rest and them maybe you can go take a nap. In 
Genesis 2:2-3 we learn that even God rested!  
“By the seventh day God had finished the work 
he had been doing; so on the seventh day he 
rested from all his work.  And God blessed the 
seventh day and made it holy, because on it he 
rested from all the work of creating that he had 
done.” (NIV)  Resting is holy.

Jesus invited his friends to come with him to a 
quiet place to get some rest (Mark 6:31) and 
he often would go to a solitary place to pray 
(Mark 1:35).  Time alone or with Jesus in word 
or prayer are certainly great ways to recharge as 
rest and renewal may look differently for each 
of us.  You may not enjoy naps because you 
wake up groggy or they interfere with a good 
night’s rest.  Pay attention to what makes you 
feel refreshed.  What hobbies or activities bring 
you enjoyment and make you feel energized?  
How can you incorporate more of what makes 
you come alive in your life?

For those of you who yawned…permission 
is granted to take a nap.  Remember, rest is 
imperative and it’s holy.  So enjoy!

Alysun Skinner

Jesus Took Naps



Third Lenten Prayer - March 15, 2020

Sunday Lenten Prayer
Everlasting God,
 because of your tender mercy toward all people,
 you sent your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ,
 to take upon himself our flesh,
 and to suffer death upon the cross,
 that all should follow the example of his great humility.
Mercifully grant that we may follow the example of his patience
 and also be made partakers of his resurrection;
through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
   (THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER, U.S.A., 1979, p. 166., ALT.)



Lent Day 17 - March 16, 2020

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 
Galatians 5:22-23

What do you take into the wilderness? I 
wondered that myself. Clothes, food, water 
and bug spray were essential going on the 
dental mission trip from our church to Belize. 
Yes, these things are important but you pack 
them and bring them back. What can you 
take with you and leave there. On this trip, 
I saw people with hopelessness, suffering, 
and poverty. The people love God, they 
wait and trust God to come help. Nothing 
in your suitcase will help them long term. 
John the Baptist met Jesus in the wilderness 
and Moses took them through and out of 
the wilderness. Jesus came to restore all the 
wilderness of our lives. If you are wondering 
what to take with you and leave there, take 
Galatians 5:22-23 which is God’s character. 

They will see Jesus in you and you will build 
a bridge of faith between the two nations. 
That’s big!! I saw this everyday. Doors of love 
and trust opened. Powerful people there saw 
our excellence in what we came to do and 
saw our hearts of love for them. When I left 
to go back home I realized when all you have 
left is God then I realized that God is all you 
need.  Wherever or whatever you face, pack 
Jesus love in your heart. God will provide the 
rest. 

Lindy Newton

What to Pack?



Lent Day 18 - March 17, 2020

The cross of Jesus Christ means different things to different people. It also means different 
things to the same people in different stages and experiences of their lives. 

Most of all the cross is a symbol, the foremost symbol of the Christian faith:  A symbol of love, 
of forgiveness, of an inexhaustible caring and patience.

Perhaps, most of all, a symbol of comfort, a source of unspeakable strength in times of when 
we stand in need of powerful  sense of forgiveness, an assurance that God cares, a relief 
when life is experienced as burden. 

The cross is also a challenge, a challenge to move about pettiness and preoccupation with 
things that do not really matter, a challenge to make something better of life than anything 
we have ever done before. 

During this Lenten season, especially as we meditate upon the words of Jesus from the Cross, 
it is a symptom of our sin, of our prejudices and hatreds, of our inhumanity to one another. 
It is an instrument of torture, a device for killing, a reminder of that which is ugliest in human 
life. 

In this latter regard, our Lenten cross in the Sanctuary this year is especially appropriate. Not 
long ago, it was a lovely Christmas tree celebrating the birth of Christ, then all too quickly a 
burned and scarred stubble, turning hope into despair. 

So let us pray and prepare, “Come quickly, Lord Jesus,” rise in triumph over death and sin, 
over evil and despair, and give us hope and confidence that even as we cover your cross with 
Spring’s flowers on Easter. Hallelujah, the Lord God reigns and gives to us the victory.

H. Langill Watson
March 25, 2984 Bulletin

The Cross



Lent Day 19 - March 18, 2020

Scribble
Consider what God has done: Who can straighten what he has made crooked? When times 
are good, be happy; but when times are bad, consider this: God has made the one as well as 
the other. Therefore, no one can discover anything about their future.
Ecclesiastes 7:13-14

Ben came home from school one afternoon and could not wait to show me the picture he 
drew. I’m looking at his scribbled drawing thinking just that - it’s scribble. And I also thought 
I can’t wait for him to “catch up” one day and actually draw. Then I looked at his sweet face 
and he said, “Mommy, it’s the Peter Pan ride sign.” We had just been to Disney World a 
few weeks prior. Then I started to see it - the green scribble was Peter Pan and the blue was 
Wendy. I asked him was the black Captain Hook and he said,  “No Mommy, its Michael, John 
and there is Tinker Bell.” At that moment I realized that this scribble made complete sense to 
him and with some help to me as well. 

Life is messy and doesn’t make sense to us sometimes just like the picture.  We feel out of 
control and overwhelmed - like scribbled lines on paper. Yep scribble. But God sees it all 
clearly! He has got you and is working through your scribble. Trust in Him and it will be made 
clear to you. 

Krystal Baker



Lent Day 20 - March 19, 2020

“Though my flesh and my heart fail, God is the 
rock of my heart, my portion forever.”  
       
    Psalm 73:26

As the plane touched down in Atlanta, you could 
hear the buzzing and dinging cell phones as 
everyone suddenly reconnected to the world.  
For many of them, myself included, we had been 
on a week of cell phone sabbatical.  As I looked 
over at my daughter, she was scrolling through 
her notifications with tears streaming down 
her face.  I quickly asked her what was wrong, 
fearing that something awful had happened to 
a friend.  She replied,“Mom, I want to go back 
where I don’t have to deal with all this. It’s too 
much. Things were so much simpler, clearer and 
peaceful there.”

The THERE she referred to was Belize.  We were 
returning from a mission trip that had been 
passionate and fruitful.  We had not had the 
distractions of daily living — worrying about the 
latest trends, gossip, meals, transportation or 
sleeping arrangements.  It was all lovingly taken 
care of for us in the solitude that KK4J provides.  
All we have to focus on is the day at hand and 
ministering to those we encounter.  Where they 
are, how they are and who they are.  What a 
blessing!

Jesus’ days spent in preparation for the 
crucifixion and beyond were not that simple.  
He faced non-stop temptation by the devil.  He 
relentlessly pled with God to spare Him if it was 
God’s will.  But Jesus willingly accepted God’s 
will and His impending death on the cross for 
our salvation.  

So how can we honor Christ’s sacrifice in this 
Lenten season?  We can humble ourselves 
before God and give up the things that distract 
us from daily intimacy with him.  We ALL have 
these things in the modern world — cell phones, 
Facebook, Instagram, news outlets, television, 
busyness of life, parenthood, careers, etc.  At 
the end of the day, what of these things provides 
us with a clearer view of God’s mission for us on 
earth?  Only quality, quiet, peaceful time alone 
with God in His word will produce this fruit.

It is hard to drown out the noise in our lives.  
It is difficult to disconnect and admit our 
dependence on these distractions.  But, oh 
what a wonderful, glorious reward when we do.  
We see, hear and feel this magnificent world 
God created for us so much more deeply and 
passionately.  My prayer for us all this Lenten 
season is to go willingly into the wilderness and 
enjoy the peace and comfort there that only the 
Father can provide.

Marilee Reynolds Williford

Drown out the Noise



. . . unless you are converted and become 
like children, you shall not enter the 
kingdom of heaven. 
Matthew 18:3

When my oldest son, George T., was a 
child, he went outside one day with his BB 
gun to shoot. A short time later he came 
running into the house screaming for me 
to come with him - he had shot a squirrel 
out of our tree, and it had fallen in a heap 
on the ground. Feeling guilt and remorse 
George T. wanted me to pray. With dread I 
approached the squirrel lying the ground, 
looking see if he were still alive. I saw blood 
but he appeared to be breathing. George T. 
said again, “Pray, Mother.” I replied, “Son, 
I don’t think I have the faith to pray for this 
hurt squirrel. “ George T. quickly corrected 
my thinking, telling me he didn’t want me 
to do anything, he just wanted “me” to 
pray. So I tried. I prayed that God would 
essentially raise up this hurt squirrel and 
heal him. After my prayer George T. put him 
in a shoe box with water and placed the box 
under a bush. As night fell, my young son 

was confident in his faith as he went to bed. 
In the morning I was in the kitchen doing my 
Bible study when I heard George T. head out 
the back door, flashlight in hand, to check on 
the squirrel. He was gleeful when he ran back 
pointing his finger to heaven, giving all credit 
to God for the healing. Such was the faith of a 
child who looked only at the “healer” not at the 
circumstances. A child who only asked “me” to 
pray, not to heal. The squirrel was gone, and I 
have never forgotten how simple faith is to a 
child; we make it complicated. 
Where is your focus when someone asks you to 
pray? On the Lord or the circumstances? 
Who is looking to you to pray? 
Just Pray!

Susan Barnes

Child Like Faith

Lent Day 21 - March 20, 2020



Lent Day 22 - March 21, 2020

The Pastor’s Peace

Its hard to believe that we are in the middle 
of Lent with Easter only four weeks aways! 
In many of our homes there are still some 
remnants of Christmas . . . lurking in the 
corners. Yet before we turn around the 
television will be presenting advertisements 
for summer “getaways” and sun tan lotion. 
The word Lent comes from an old Anglo-
Saxon word that means to lengthen. In 
other words . . . the days are getting longer 
and spring is on the way! The forty days of 
Lent are observed in remembrance of the 
forty days that Jesus spent in the wilderness 
in self-denial, discipline and spiritual 
strengthening. This time presents us with 
a good opportunity to take stock and to 
ask ourselves, “How is it with my soul? Am 
I growing kinder, more caring and more 
generous? Do I really love God and neighbor 
as Jesus teaches us? And am I growing 
closer to the Lord?”
There is also another way of looking at this 
word, Lent. Lent is the past tense of the verb 
“to lend.” Our lives are lent to us by God! 
Our abilities are lent to us in order that we 

may use them in service to God and others. 
Our children are lent to us for a time. Our 
parents are lent to us for a time. What about 
our “stuff” (possessions)? Even they are 
“lent” to us by our gracious Creator God. 
How can we ever repay that loan? We can 
do it by gratefully acknowledging God’s 
goodness and by service to our church and 
to our community. 

Bill Presnell
February 27, 2005 Bulletin



Fourth Lenten Prayer - March 22, 2020

Sunday Lenten Prayer
O merciful Father, in compassion for your sinful children
 you sent your Son Jesus Christ to be the Savior of the world.
Grant us grace to feel and to lament our share of the evil
 that made it necessary for him to suffer and to die for our salvation.
Help us by self-denial, prayer, and mediation
 to prepare our hearts for deeper penitence and a better life.
And give us a true longing to be free from sin,
 through the deliverance won by Jesus Christ our Redeemer.  Amen.
                                                    (JOSEPH NEWTON, U.S.A., 20TH CENT., ALT.)



Lent Day 23 - March 23, 2020

Jesus answered them, “Most assuredly, I say to 
you, whoever commits sin is a slave of sin. And 
a slave does not abide in the house forever, but 
a son abides forever. Therefore if the Son makes 
you free, you shall be free indeed.” John 8:34-36

There is a saying that has been popular in 
printed media, bumper stickers, and even 
television and radio in more recent years. It 
says that “Freedom isn’t free.” It is most often 
used in reference to military service (and we 
are all very grateful for the sacrifices that those 
in the military have made so that we can enjoy 
freedom in our country), but before I ever saw 
this phrase on a bumper sicker, I heard it in 
sermons. Freedom from sin isn’t really free, 
Christ paid the price of our sins after he himself 
gave us this word that, “if the Son makes you 
free, you be free indeed,” What an incredible 
promise for us as Christians, and it not means 
that we are free from the penalty of the sin that 
we by choice commit, but it frees us from the 
power of that sin over us. Jesus’ very strong 
words here are that “whoever commits a sin is 
a slave of sine.” The sin becomes our master 
instead of Jesus, and has power over us to keep 
us from full fellowship with the Father, and to rob 
us of our joy. 
It may not be politically correct, but it is Biblically 
correct to understand that God is not okay with 
sin (Ephesians 5:6-7). And that continuing in sin 
makes us servants to the power that sine has 
over us to keep us in its grasp. The good news 
is that Christ has given us the power to break 
sin’s hold on us. Through His shed blood and the 
authority of His Word, we can be free. 

I am reading a series of books with my boys (I read 
the books and then talk about how wonderful they 
are for a couple of weeks, and then they reluctantly 
read them, maybe). The series is called The Prince 
Warriors by Priscilla Shirer. Near the end of the 
first book is a beautiful picture of freedom from sin 
though the power of Christ’s offering for us. The 
prince warriors (a group of middle school kids) are 
sent to the fortress of the enemy to free a prisoner 
who is locked in the dungeon. The young man 
that they are to free was a prince warrior himself, 
who had been tricked by the enemy to steal an 
important key from the ruler of the dark fortress, but 
instead of what he promised, he was imprisoned. 
The prince warriors are sent to give him a scroll with 
the Words “Once freed, always free” written on it. 
They find the prisoner in chains, nearing the end of 
all hope that will ever be rescued. One touch of the 
scroll with the powerful words on it dissolves the 
chains and sets him free. The words didn’t provide 
his freedom, they only reminded him that freedom 
was already his, because of the power of the Source 
(the ruler of Ahoratos) and his word. He didn’t have 
to suffer under the curse of the terrible mistake he 
had made, but was trapped under the power of the 
sin over him. The words reminded him of who he 
was and the promise he had been given. He went 
back to become a prince warrior again, working to 
free others who had fallen into captivity in the dark 
fortress of Skotos. 
We don’t need to remain in sin’s grasp any longer. 
Christ has already provided freedom for us. We just 
need to remember His promise, and remember 
Whose we are. We are Children of God.

Joel Gay

Freedom 
isn’t Free



Lent Day 24 - March 24, 2020

Verily I say unto thee, That this day, even in this 
night, before the cock crow twice, thou shalt 
deny me thrice  (Mark 14:30)

Our Israeli guide, Shabtai Levanon, announced, 
“This morning we are going to Caiaphas’ house, 
Gallicantu. It is where Peter denied his Lord three 
times. ‘Gallicantu” is Latin. It means, “the rooster 
cries.” Then I read this scripture: John 18:15-27.

The Church of St. Peter (Jerusalem) has been 
built in the courtyard of Caiaphus where Jesus 
was taken after his arrest in the garden. It 
commemorates Peter’s denials. “And Jesus saith 
unto him, Verily I say unto thee, that this day, 
even in this night, before the cock crows twice, 
thou shalt deny me thrice” (Mark 14:30)

With the church’s courtyard is a statue depicting 
the events of that night. John’s gospel tells of 
the major characters in the story and the statue 
- - the girl at the gate, the soldier by the charcoal 
fire, the High Priest’s slave and the rooster. “The 
high priest’s slave, a relative of the man whose 
ear Peter cut off, spoke up, “Didn’t I see you 
with him in the garden?” A third time Peter said 
“No!” “And the rooster crowed” John 18:27

I like Shabtai’s translation. It recalls for me 
the last words of the account. “And Peter 
remembered -- he went out and wept 
bitterly.” Even the rooster cried.

As a teen aged boy, I worked summers on 
a cattle ranch. A barn yard rooster always 
crowed at daybreak. Not once, Not only 
twice. He just crowed and crowed. And 
Peter cried and cried. And so must I, and so 
must we, for there are so many of us who 
compromise the faith by our failure to live 
dangerously what we believe; “I believe in 
Jesus Christ, His Only Son, our Lord.” Join 
me in a bold and faithful witness worthy of 
His name.

Dr. John Bergland

“The Rooster Cries!”



Lent Day 25 - March 25, 2020

I’ve always been a positive person.  I’m the 
one who says “look on the bright side, it 
could be worse”....or “it can’t be THAT bad, 
can it?”  This was really helpful when our chil-
dren messed up badly as teenagers, or when 
some well laid plans fell apart.  And as our 
family  moved into a new house, town and 
church every 5-7 years, I’d quickly find some-
thing to like about our new home and com-
munity and be as positive as possible about 
our new appointment.
But I do know that the wilderness experience 
in all our lives is real.  The “dark night of the 
soul” is something everyone experiences.  Ill-
ness comes when we least expect it, and robs 
us of our health and independence.  People 
disappoint and sometimes betray us.  Ex-
pectations of how life  should be don’t come 
through and leave us angry, sad, hopeless 
and feeling very much alone.  

When those times have come in my life I seek 
solace in God’s truths in reading the Psalms.   
These 150 psalms or “songs” to the God of 
Israel offer me hope, encouragement and 
peace in the midst of the wilderness in my 
life. 

Psalm 34:1-5
 I will bless the Lord at all times;
His praise shall continually be in my mouth.
My soul makes its boast in the Lord;
Let the afflicted hear and be glad.
O magnify the Lord with me,
And let us exalt his name together!

I sought the Lord, and he answered me,
And delivered me from all my fears.
Look to him, and be radiant;
So your faces shall never be ashamed.

Other Psalms that speak to me and give me 
comfort and peace are Psalm 8, Psalm 19, 
Psalm 23 , Psalm 40 and Psalm 51.

As you walk through days in the wilderness, 
seeking God’s peace and comfort, I encour-
age you to turn to the Psalms.  In them, may 
you find the promise of God’s everlasting love 
for you, and God’s peace that will hold you up 
when the world tries to knock you down.

Ellen Bergland

Hope in the Wilderness



Lent Day 26 - March 26, 2020

Many times in my life I have fallen on my knees at the cross feeling so burdened by the weight 
of sin, hopelessness, regret, or the fear of the unknown. I can look back at those moments and 
remember the helpless feelings I brought with me, sometimes not even having the words to 
form prayer from my lips. Each of those times when I fell to my knees. I can honestly say that 
I felt the grace of God and the burden I was carrying lifted right off my shoulders and “rolled 
away.” It was in those raw moments that my heart felt God speaking to me. God didn’t make my 
problems necessarily disappear, but He lifted me up and reminded me that I was His and that in 
Him I would find rest. It was in His arms that I was equipped to move forward. 

Raising a family is extremely rewarding, but often exhausting! As a mom, wife, daughter, friend 
and volunteer I often feel like I need a vacation away from my own life. Anyone who knows me 
well knows that “No” is a word that I haven’t learned to say often enough. My heart is big and I 
often take on too much. This is when I remember to take a deep breath and cling to the words 
of Matthew 11:28. “Come to Me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” 
It is more refreshing to my soul to immerse myself in the Word or silence and listen for God’s 
voice than a vacation to Hawaii could offer (not that I wouldn’t mind a Hawaii vacation). Taking 
the time to balance service with sitting at the feet of Jesus like Mary (Luke 10:38-42) has brought 
me to a closer walk in my faith. I encourage each one of us to join a Bible study or add a daily 
quiet time to make a sacred space for God in our busy lives and find rest in Him.

Suzette Gibson

Find Rest in Him



Lent Day 27 - March 27, 2020

As a child going to Sunday School and church, I heard many stories about Jesus: His birth, 
His baptism at 30, His ministry for 3 years, His crucifixion, and His resurrection. I knew about 
Jesus but I really didn’t know Him! I didn’t know that God sent His Son, Jesus, to redeem 
me by shedding His blood on the cross. The light came into my life when I repented, 
confessed my sins, and asked Jesus to be my Lord and Savior! I looked at life differently as 
Jesus filled me with His love and the Holy Spirit! The Bible became alive! The scriptures had 
so much meaning. In difficult times I have learned to trust Jesus. In Isaiah 41:10 “He is with 
me,” Isaiah 54:17 “no weapon formed against me will prevail,” and in Jeremiah 33:3 He 
tells me to call upon His name and he will answer!

Colossians 1:17 “He is before all things and In Him all things hold together.” One of my 
favorites is Isaiah 40:28-31. I shout it out as I recite it - “Do you not know? Have you not 
heard? The Lord is the Everlasting God the Creator of the ends of the earth!”

Another favorite is Psalm 139, especially the last 2 verses 23-24: “Search me, O God, and 
know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. Point out anything in me that 
offends you and lead me along the path of everlasting life.”

Henrianne Allegood

“His Light Brought Life”



Lent Day 28 - March 28, 2020

I remember, while serving in my first appointment some thirty plus years ago, one of my 
members came to me and wanted me to go see his sister who had moved back to the old 
“home place” and was very withdrawn from family and people in general. As I made my way 
up to her house, I was amazed that anyone would be living here. The yard was overgrown 
and the house was weathered with very little paint on it. The porch floor was rickety and I 
questioned, to myself, if it would hold me as I made my way to the door. The woman who 
answered the door seemed much like the house, in need of a little sprucing up. We sat down 
in the living room on furniture that had seen its better days and started to talk. She knew that I 
was her brother’s preacher and the conversation was quickly turned to God. She remarked, “I 
just don’t feel close to God anymore!” Being very new a this ministry business, I was sure that 
I was supposed to have the answer, but asked, “Who do you it is that has moved away?” And 
we went on to talk about how the choices we make and the circumstances in our lives cause 
us to drift away from God who is steadfast and unmovable. At first glance, the verse from 
James 4 might cause us to think that we are the ones who have make the first move in order 
to get close to God, and yet , we know that our God is unchanging and constant and that we 
are the ones who drift away. He is constantly drawing near to us and wooing us to his bosom. 
What better time that the season of Lent to remind ourselves of God’s grace and love through 
the gift of Jesus Christ! And while our fickleness and lack of commitment to Him is part of our 
human condition, His love for us is Divine!

My prayer for each of us at this moment is that we will indeed draw near to God for His is 
longing to be near to us!

Pastor Charles Robl

“Take Time To Be Holy”



Lenten Prayer - March 29, 2020

Sunday Lenten Prayer
O Lord our God, teach us temperance and self-control,
 that we may live in the Spirit
 and be mindful of all that Jesus endured and sacrificed for our sakes, 
 and how he was made perfect through sufferings.
Help us so to keep the fast that you have chosen,
 that we may loose the bonds of wickedness,
 undo the heavy burdens, and let the oppressed to free;
through the grace of Christ Jesus our crucified and risen Savior.  Amen.
                                                               (HENRY VAN DYKE, U.S.A., 20TH CENT., ALT.)



Lent Day 29 - March 30, 2020

Whoever though on Good Friday that any good could come out of injustice and a senseless 
crucifixion? But, this was the proof and the example of the power of a saving God. That he 
could take sadness and turn it into joy, defeat and turn it into victory, death and turn it into 
life, tragedy and turn it into happiness. Easter is a reminder to every man of the potential 
saving power of God! He can save a life from defeat, sadness, death, and tragedy. He can 
take a marriage where love is dead and resurrect it to spring-time romance. He can take a life 
that is a wreck, misspent and meaningless, and resurrect it to wholeness, direction and useful 
purposefulness. He can take a church that is cold, average, complacent, and make it warm, 
dynamic, and inspired. Let us stop evaluation of the possibilities of situations by measuring 
our assessed abilities against the obstacle’s destructive powers. Kierkegaard back in the 19th 
century wrote in his journal as he reflected back on his life: “During those days I came close 
to losing my senses, and my sin was that I did not have faith, faith in the fact that for God, all 
things are possible.” But rather let us ask the question not whether we are able but whether 
God is able. Let us look not at our potential but at His potential. Then we can shout with the 
disciples of old, “Through Christ all things are possible!” He arose! That is a fact and means 
that no one has cause to ever give up again. HE HAS RISEN!

Dr. James H. Bailey
April 3, 1994 Bulletin

Tragic Death Ends Up 
Glorious Happening!



Lent Day 30 - March 31, 2020

This is the one thought common to all the Beatitudes that begin Jesus’ Sermon on the 
Mount. Nine times in nine verses Jesus drove home this idea, climaxing it with a “punch line” 
Rejoice and be exceeding glad. This was no superficial or passing notion. It was an integral 
part of His own life and message. The note of the New Testament from beginning to end is 
one of triumphant joy. It begins with the singing of angels and ends with rejoicing around 
the throne of God. The gospel itself means “good news.” The Master’s typical greeting was 
“Be of good cheer.” In fact, as someone has pointed out, He gave us “three cheers.” First, 
the cheer of forgiveness: “Be of good cheer, they sins are forgiven thee.” Second, the cheer 
of championship: “Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid.” Third, the cheer of victory: “Be 
of good cheer; I have overcome the world.” Furthermore, He said that He wanted his joy to 
remain with us that our joy might be full.

Today philosophers and scientists have filled our minds with gloomy forebodings. Psychiatry 
dwells on the ugly side of human nature. Many Christian teachers have retreated in to a 
religions crisis, pessimism and helplessness. 

Free yourself! The Christian life is a joyous life! We are the redeemed of God! Our faith is 
not dominated by somber tones or dark moods. When we are committed to God’s eternal 
purposes, no failure can defeat us, and our joy is complete and secure. Be of good cheer!

Charles Spence Hubbard
March 14, 1969 Bulletin

“Blessed . . . blessed . . . blessed.” 
“Happy . . . happy . . . happy.”



The sky is lovely this beautiful spring day.
With all its soft colors, both blue and grey - 
There’s just enough breeze to tickle the brow
To bring my attention to the here and now.

I’ve been waiting long for this moment in time
To appreciate the glory of God’s creation in prime
This phase of my life is what it’s about
The Sabbath of my own years, no doubt.

To slow down attentive to all of Life’s treasures
Experience the full glory of all that is measures,
From earth to sky, from seed to flower
Thus marveling of the greatness of His power.

So being the purpose of Life for this Season
I’ll give it may all within my reason
To look from within as well for potential
For the deepening of faith that is most essential.

“For everything there is a season and a time for every 
matter under heaven”
Ecclesiastes 3:1

Barbara Robl

My Sabbath

Lent Day 31 - April 1, 2020



Lent Day 32 - April 2, 2020

It is true that your witness for Christ begins 
with what you are rather that what you say. 
You may talk and protest until you are blue 
in the face and leave people unimpressed 
if your life doesn’t add up. A Christian’s 
performance either verifies or contradicts his 
profession. 

This enlightened age is conditioned to 
performance. Without it, people remain 
unsold. They have a right to expect a 
Christian to act like a Christian. And they 
cannot be expected to be impressed with 
a church-going “Christian” if they do not 
see in him something more than they see in 
themselves or others who profess no faith. 

The reputation of Jesus Christ, to a great 
degree, rides on the consistency of Christians 
to many outside the church. The non 
performing Churchman repels men from 
Christ and His Church.

The irony is that it is hard to be a halfhearted 
Christian. You have to assume that role of a 
fence rider or a man on a tight rope, and this 
wavering between genuine Christianity and 
sub-Christian living keeps you from enjoying 
either. If your life is under strain, maybe you 
had better think hard right here.

But the man who commits himself to Christ 
and is determined that his life will be a 
credit to the church, finds that God has 
made available all the resources he needs to 
live an effective and attractive life for others 
and a happy life for himself.

Charles Spence Hubbard
March 1, 1968 Bulletin

Witness for Christ



Lent Day 33 - April 3, 2020

“A farmer was boasting to a friend about the rich fertility of the soil in his area. ‘Would you 
believe it if I told you that, a few years ago, I grew a cabbage that was so big and so heavy 
that a team of four horses was required to haul it to the market?’

‘That’s nothing’ replied his friend, who was a metal worker. ‘Would you believe it if I told you 
that, in our town, we built an iron kettle that was so large that five men who were working 
on the outside surface of it were so far apart that they couldn’t even hear the sound of each 
other’s hammer?’

‘That’s ridiculous,’ answered the farmer. ‘Why in the world would anybody in his right mind 
want such a big kettle?’

‘Why to boil your big cabbage in, of course!’

‘What a tangled web we weave,’ no only ‘when first we practice to deceive,’ but when we 
boast so foolishly.

Oh, we’re subtle about it, to be sure. Braggarts are not liked, so we go about it more 
smoothly. We ‘put down’ other people by half-truths we peddle so carelessly and sometimes 
so sanctimoniously. When the pagans do so shabbily, that to be expected, but when ‘the 
Children of Light’ do so, only foul darkness can result.

Lent is an especially good time to think about humility and to practice it sincerely. The 
example of our blessed Lord Jesus inspires us, and His gift of grace empowers us.”

George Johnson
March 15, 1897 Bulletin

Humility



Lent Day 34 - April 4, 2020

Front Street United Methodist Church, Burlington, publishes a Lenten Devotional Book each 
year, composed of devotions written by members of the congregation. Below is the first 
devotion in the 1984 book. It speaks for itself:

“As a child I was taught that God is always with us. His word lives in us. It’s there when we 
do the right things and when we are about to do wrong. He listens to our prayers and always 
answers them, perhaps not in the way we wish, but in His own way. 

On January 1, my home church in Wilson burned. Many of the magnificent stained glass 
windows were destroyed; pews fell through the floor, majestic arches were charred and in ruin, 
the roof caved in. 

This was a real disaster both to the church family and to the community. It was a church of 
Romanesque architecture, built of heart pine, perfectly textured brick, and numerous beautiful 
windows. It was constructed in 1900 and was scheduled to be listed in the National Register of 
Historic Buildings. It was . . . irreplaceable. 

A miraculous wonder occurred during that destruction. The chancel area remained unharmed. 
The communion table and pulpit and pulpit chairs received only minor damage. Most 
astounding of was that the open pulpit Bible was not burned. Its pages remained, God’s Word 
was intact, every word legible. 

Throughout all trials and tribulations God’s Word has stood. It remains with us always. Never 
are we without it.

Lord, help us to remember when in need of solace that we can always trust Thy Word to 
comfort and Thy presence to strengthen. Amen.”

Joanne Scarborough - Homemaker and Mother

H. Langill Watston, Minister
April 1, 1984 Bulletin

God’s Word Remains



Palm Sunday  - April 5, 2020

“When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city 
was in turmoil, asking “Who is this?”
Matthew 21:10

All the gospels, the synoptic and John in-
clude this momentous occasion in the life of 
Jesus in their pages. The powerful message 
proclaimed that day begins a mighty drama 
which we call Holy Week!
Jesus was very deliberate in the planning of 
his arrival. He was making a statement that 
would define his place as messiah. . . the 
one who had come to take away the sin of 
the world. He entered the crowded city that 
day but he did not enter the hearts of all that 
called out to him, “Hosanna, blessed is the 
one who comes in the name of the Lord.” 
Undoubtedly some of those in the crowd 
that day would be in the crowd later in the 
week shouting “Crucify him! Crucify him!” 
How fickle we humans are! What amuses and 
satisfies us one day bores us the next. The 
turmoil in the city that day, I fear, is much the 

same turmoil that haunts cities throughout 
the world even today. People asking, “Who 
is this?”
Who is this Jesus who claims to be the Mes-
siah . . the one who has come to take away 
our sin? He is the Son of God; The Lamb of 
God, who has saved our souls! Perhaps the 
question for each of us this Palm Sunday 
is this: He has entered our city but has He 
entered your heart? The hymn writer says it 
well and perhaps this is the prayer that all 
of us should pray this day:

Into my heart, into my heart.
Come into my heart, Lord Jesus.
Come in today, come in to stay;
Come into my heart, Lord Jesus.

Pastor Charles Robl

“Entering the City . . . 
Entering Our Hearts”



Lent Day 35 - April 6, 2020

“Validity 
of the Light”
When Jesus spoke to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light 
of life.” John 8:12. When I read this scripture, I ask myself, “Is my light 
burning for Jesus?” If I cannot answer yes, then I question if I have truly 
seen the light. I am not concerned where I first saw the light, but I am 
concerned if I am sold out to my Lord. 
As I consider all the issues and suffering taking place in our world, I cannot 
help but think of how Jesus, the Great Encourager, addressed the needs 
of his day. In the case of the blind man, Jesus took time to heal and 
minister to his needs. “Jesus spit on the ground, made some mud with 
the saliva and put it on the man’s eyes. ‘Go, he told him, ‘wash in the Pool 
of Siloam.’ (John 9:6-7)” Have I had my eyes bathed in this pool called 
Siloam? If I say no, how can I say I have seen the light, much less where 
I saw it? Do I realize Jesus is calling me to walk out of my comfort zone 
and go minister to those who are hurting? Is this not following Christ’s 
example: ‘show love and encouragement?’ Like the Pharisees, too many of 
us see the issues but not the people or the individuality of the person. 
As Christians living in a confused world, I believe we need to follow the 
example of Christ and minister to others to the glory of God. In other 
words, if we have seen the light, we should let it shine for the kingdom of 
God. 

Lucien Stark



Lent Day 36 - April 7, 2020

It’s breathtaking, isn’t it, to travel the 
streets of our city and watch spring 
unfold? What a contrast from the cold 
deadness of one of the worst winters in 
any one’s memory - to the sudden burst 
and glory of a magnificent spring. It’s 
as though God is saying, “See, this is 
my world and I created it just for you. 
Enjoy it. “ The beautiful shrubs and 
flowers with their many colors against 
a background of green grass and trees 
forming another green canopy overhead 
is truly lovely. Don’t miss what God has 
prepared for you.

It’s as though God is saying that amidst 
all the grim ugliness of the world there 
is beauty and good for the eye that will 
behold and appreciate it. Everywhere 
new life is budding forth and there is 
evidence of God’s meticulous concern 
for His creation. The cycle of life, 
sustained by an eternal hand, continues.

It appears that by Easter the dogwoods, 
azaleas and everything will be at the 
height of their beauty and glory. Let us 
rejoice in it. And by all means don’t miss 
it.

“Don’t Miss It!”
But there is more than just beauty coming 
forth from the earth about us. Just as 
God’s sun is warming the earth and 
bringing it to life, so His love can take the 
ugliness of our own lives and transform 
them into something beautiful, too. God 
is trying to tell us something. This is the 
message of spring. His preparation for 
us goes far beyond any physical world to 
another life He promises that is almost 
unbelievable. Paul describes it this way:

“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor 
heart of man conceived, what God has 
prepared for those who love him” 
1 Corinthians 2:9

Yes, don’t just miss spring. But even more 
do not miss life itself. For those that love 
God and share with Him in creation, the 
best is yet to come.

Barney Davidson
March 27, 1977 Bulletin



Lent Day 37 - April 8, 2020

It is hard to be a Christian today, but it should not be hard to know what being a Christian 
means. We simply turn to the record of the New Testament. There, it is clear. No controversy 
over mode of baptism - no hair splitting over theological details - simply believing in what 
Jesus did. Was He not the One sent from God? Was He not the interpreter of life? He 
witnessed that He was the way, the truth, and the life. He said: “Follow Me.”

Our personalities are made up of convictions and desires and actions. If our convictions are 
Christ-like, but if our convictions about man and the world are not Christ-like, we are not yet 
Christian. If our religion drives us to go through Christ-like actions without either conviction or 
desire, then we are miserable indeed, for we are not yet Christian. It is that simple.

However, if we believe what Jesus believed and desire what Jesus desired and seek to 
do what Jesus did and taught other people to do, we do not need to look at the name 
of the Church where we worship; we do not need to study the ritual we follow. If we have 
taken Jesus as a worthy interpreter of life and put our whole being into His keeping, if our 
convictions, desires and activities are in harmony with the purpose of the Master - then, we 
are His disciples. We are Christians.

But it is hard to be a Christian today. Join us as we worship together. Let us seek this joy 
together. God bless you.

Charles Spence Hubbard
March 20, 1970 Bulletin

Christian?



Lent Day 38 - April 9, 2020

I had been married to my high school 
sweetheart for 21 years. We had a good 
life, serving Jesus Christ in our local church 
and community, two beautiful daughters 
and a loving family and friends. We were 
so blessed! Then on December 21, 1991 
at the age of 41 God called David home 
unexpectedly. I knew in my heart that David 
was seeing Jesus face to face(what we sing 
about, praise him for and long for), but I 
wasn’t ready for him to see Him that soon. 
We were supposed to grow old together 
and enjoy our grandchildren together. In my 
darkest hours, I cried out to Jesus, “Why?”.
A dear friend had given me a “throw” with  
Isaiah 40:31 printed on it: “But they that wait 
upon the Lord shall renew their strength, they 
shall mount up with wings like eagles, they 
shall run and not be weary, they shall walk 
and not faint.” I put the verse to memory 
knowing God would never leave my girls and 

me and He would give us strength to carry 
on. I’ve got to admit there were lots of days I 
questioned and even doubted Him. One day, 
it was like a light came on! The Isaiah verse 
for me had been fulfilled in John 3:16: “For 
God so loved the world that he gave His only 
Son, that whoever believes  in Him shall not 
perish but have eternal life.” God had given 
us His Son so in our darkest hours, we could 
have hope! In Jesus’ darkest hours the veil 
was torn in two and Jesus became The Light 
of the World! Twenty-eight years later, I am 
so thankful that He never gave up on me. 
Now I can sing, “Because He Lives , I can face 
tomorrow.”

Linda Pittman

In Our Darkest Hour



Lent Day 39 - April 10, 2020

Who Holds 
the Future

There are those days you will never forget. 
One of those days for me was sitting at 
the Duke Center for Autism and Brain 
Development and getting the news that 
I already knew in my heart. My 3 year old 
was autistic and functioning on the level of 
an 18-month old. The news did not come 
as a complete shock to me as I was told by 
several of his therapists that they thought 
he had it. But in that moment I began to 
cry - not for the situation, but for his future. 
Would he be able to go to school and in 
a normal classroom? Would he be able to 
get a job? Would he get married or even 
be able to take care of himself? What would 
happen to him if something happened to 
me? All the thoughts that any parent, but 
especially one of a special needs child can 
relate to. Then it hit me - God holds his 
future. I had to put my full faith and trust 

in that promise that He holds our future in 
His hands. I give God the glory for all He 
has done in Ben’s life so far and how it has 
changed my relationship with God. Asking 
for some of the smallest yet biggest things in 
prayer like being able to use scissors. Nothing 
is too big or too small for Him. During this 
season of Lent take time to reflect on the One 
who holds your future. 

Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope 
without wavering, for he who has promised is 
faithful. Hebrews 10:23

Krystal Baker



Lent Day 40 - April 11, 2020

Scripture Lesson – Luke 24:1-8
His name was Stevie Hamilton and he was my 
friend.  Back in 1967 when his brain tumor 
was discovered they used radiation to attack 
the fast growing tumor.  I remember how 
his forehead began to change shapes as the 
tumor grew.  The radiation made him tired 
and sick, but when he was feeling good we 
would play together.
One day his mother called and said that 
Stevie wanted me to come over to play for a 
while.  I was a bit surprised when I arrived at 
his house and his mother showed me to the 
back yard where Stevie was digging.  He was 
digging a really big hole right in the middle of 
a very nice back yard.  Was it OK to do this?
Mrs. Hamilton smiled and gave me a shovel 
and said, “It’s OK.  He’ll be happy to see 
you.”  And he was.  He showed me the plan 
for the hole and it reminded me a little bit of a 
fox-hole.  We dug all afternoon taking breaks 
for the snacks that Mrs. Hamilton brought 
us.  Finally, we finished the hole just before it 
was time for me to go home.  We were dirty, 
tired, and very proud of our accomplishment.  
Stevie hugged me as I got ready to leave.  
Before the month was out Stevie had died.  
After the funeral service my family went 
over to the house to visit with his mom and 
dad and sister.  As they were all talking I 
looked out the back window to the back yard 
and saw that the hole was still there.  Mrs. 

Hamilton must have seen me because she 
came over and put her hand on my shoulder 
and said, “Thank you for helping him finish 
the hole.  He was so proud of what you both 
did.  We’ve decided not to fill it in.”  
Early on the morning of the first day of the 
week some women came to a tomb to anoint 
the body of Jesus.  When they got there they 
were surprised to find that it was empty.  Two 
angels stood beside the women and said to 
them, “Why do you look for the living among 
the dead?  He is not here; he is risen.”
An empty hole in Stevie Hamilton’s backyard 
served as a reminder of an empty tomb and 
an eternal promise, “Because I live, you shall 
live also!”  That was Easter faith back then 
in 1967 and it continues to be the faith of all 
who believe, “He is not here!  He has risen!”
Prayer: You have led us, O Lord, during the 
long weeks of Lent, on a journey through 
the wilderness.  Now we stand on tiptoe at 
the edge of glory and joy.  We do not ask 
that we should understand this great mystery 
of the Lord’s resurrection but only that we 
should enjoy it in ways that lead to greater 
faithfulness and more obedient witness to 
your gospel.  Fill us and your entire church 
with the wonders of your love as we lift our 
voices to proclaim, “Christ is risen!  Christ is 
risen indeed!”  Amen.

Pastor Bob Bergland

Easter
is Here



Holy Week
Services

Maundy Thursday Service
April 9 at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary

Easter Sunrise Service
April 12 at 6:30 a.m. in the Courtyard

(Light breakfast to follow in Asbury Hall)

Easter Worship Services
9:00 a.m. Traditional in the Sanctuary

9:00 a.m. Contemporary in Asbury Hall
10:00 a.m. Sunday School

11:00 a.m. Traditional in the Sanctuary


