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February 28, 2021 

     Second Sunday   
   In Lent 

First United Methodist Church 
100 Green St., NE, P. O. Box 1423 

Wilson, NC   27894 
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                  CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY  28 
  9:00  Contemporary Worship Service  - Asbury   
           Hall 
11:00  Traditional Worship Service  - Sanctuary 
  4:00  Youth - Tennis & Devotions - Barton  
            Tennis Courts 
   
MONDAY, MARCH 1 
  6:30  Children’s Council (Zoom) 
  
TUESDAY,  MARCH 2 
10:00   Staff Meeting -  Watson Classroom 
  6:00   Trustees meeting -  (Zoom) 
                        
WEDNESDAY,  MARCH 3 
  8:30  Remote Learning Camp -  Blackburn     
           Bldg. 
  9:40  Preschool Music -  Sanctuary 
  6:30  Vocal Ensemble   -  Choir Room 
   
THURSDAY,  MARCH 4 
  6:30  Praise Band -  Asbury Hall   
  
FRIDAY,  MARCH 5 
   
SATURDAY,  MARCH 6 
              
                 
      
  

 

                           MUSIC NOTES 
 

This morning we thank Kaitlyn Reda for 
her beautiful solo during the choir  
anthem, and we thank our incredible 
group of singers for their faithful and 
wonderful work in our ensemble each      

                   week. 
 

BY OUR SERVICE AND WITNESS 
 

While we are all spending time at home, why not take 
a moment to search for missing library books?  Did  
you know that we are still missing over 200 books from 
our shelves?  Please return recovered books to the 
library checkout area on the top of the card catalog.  
Thank you in advance for your help. 
                                           
We are excited to announce that our Confirmation 
class from last year is resuming in March!  With safety 
procedures in place, we know that God will bless our 
time together on Sunday mornings.  Please keep the 
following students in your prayers: Will Aycock, Beau 
Benton, Rubygail Coulter, Claire Davis, Grace Gibson, 
Parker Gibson, Alex Grissom, Lauren Lasitter, George 
Nestor, and Emory Skinner.  

BY OUR GIFTS 
 

2021 Operating Budget  $ 1,116,630 
Weekly Requirement  $      21,474 
Received February 21, 2021 $      15,414 
YTD Requirement  $    171,792 
Received YTD   $    187,961 
Over (Under)   $      16,169 

BY OUR PRESENCE 
The following numbers represent our in-person and 

livestream worship. 
 

Ash Wednesday 
      70  in-person          257  Livestream    

Sunday, February 21, 2021 
9:00 Contemporary 

                60  in-person           482  Livestream      
11:00  Traditional 

      58  in-person           337 Livestream  

Joseph Emerson Robl on Monday, February 22, 
2021, in Durham.  Proud parents are Allison and 
Joe Robl.  Ecstatic grandparents are Susan and 
Larry Walston, Bill and Sonja Stamper, and 
Barbara and Charles Robl.. 



                                                               The Worship of God 

Second Sunday in Lent 
  9:00 Contemporary Worship Hour 

 

                                             GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE 

Sharing in Song                                    NOT FOR A MOMENT                                      Praise Band 
                                                                          BE STILL 
                                                                             
Welcome & Announcements  
 
Children’s Moments     
  
Old Testament Reading                        Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
 
Morning Prayer 
 
Special Music                                             HOW CAN IT BE                                               Praise Band 
 
Prayer of Dedication 
 

                                                              WORD FOR THE DAY   

  
           
Gospel Lesson                                            Mark 8:31 –38 
                                                                                                       

Message                                                       “God Is Able”                         Rev. Susan Pate Greenwood  

 

         OUR RESPONSE                                                                                                                     

Sending Forth                                                                                                                             

  
Reader:  George Nestor 
Sound Operator:  Bill Bass 

Videographer:  Krystal Baker 
 

     We thank the Praise Band for their ministry this morning. 
 
 
 
 

The One whose sign is about to go on your forehead is 
the One who is in this with you, and He is the One who 
has overcome the world.  “In life, in death, in life beyond 
death, God is with us. We are not alone.  Thanks be to 
God.  Amen.” (UMH, #883) 
 
     To quote Pastor Jon, a Lutheran colleague from  
Ellsworth, Maine:  “In the past, I sometimes saw Ash 
Wednesday as a rather grim focus on death coming to 
us all.  In more recent years (perhaps an aspect of  
aging...) I have come instead to hear it as a reminder 
that all things do not depend on me, that the  struggles 
and losses of this life are not eternal.  To be reminded 
that I am created out of the dust of the ground is to be 
reminded that God is the one on whom all things  
depend, and that when my time comes, the Lord has  
already prepared a home for me.  There will be peace.”   
Thank you, Pastor Jon!   
 
     Tonight’s prayer of thanksgiving over the ashes puts 
it a little differently (though it means the same thing):  
“...may we remember that only by your gracious gift are 
we given everlasting life.” 
 
     Thank you, Jesus; we are the recipients of the ever-
lasting life only God can give!  It doesn’t get any better 
than that.  Grace upon grace. Welcome to the season of 
Lent, friends!  This is where the hope begins. 
 
Pastor Susan 

From the Pastor 
 
Some of you have been kind enough to ask for a copy of 
Ash Wednesday’s homily (short sermon). Here it is.   
Lenten blessings, Pastor Susan  
 
        Brothers and sisters in Christ:  Tonight, we begin 
the yearly journey of Lent. Tonight, as the sign of the 
Cross is traced on each forehead, you will hear the voice 
of Pastor Charles or Pastor Susan saying to you, 
“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall  
return. Repent, and believe the Good News.”  Tonight, 
we begin a season of self-examination and repentance, a 
time of prayer, fasting and self-denial.  For many of us, 
self-examination is not exactly our happy place; but  
self-examination is only the starting place of Lent.  A  
necessary starting place, maybe the only starting place, 
but still, only the starting place. There are 40 days’  
journey still ahead of us.  Oh, the places we’ll go, and the 
people we’ll see, and the things we’ll learn in Lent!  
 
      When we’re on a journey like Lent, it helps to listen to 
the directions.  In the rubrics (the directions for the  
service) and in the liturgy itself, there are words  
indicating that the crosses smudged on our foreheads 
are meant to be a mark of our mortal nature, and also 
meant to signal the beginning of our Lenten repentance, 
all of which has always struck me as a kind of spiritual 
reality check:  Yes, you’re a sinner, just like all these  
other people with crosses on their foreheads, and like 
them, you need even more than forgiveness; you need 
transformation.  You need what the words of the pardon 
call  “newness of life”...which only the Holy Spirit can pull 
off.  “Create in me a clean heart, O God; put a new and 
right spirit within me.”  Only the Lord can do that.  
 
      But Ash Wednesday is more than just a reality check, 
however badly we may all need one.  Ash Wednesday is 
not just the beginning of Lent; it’s the beginning of hope.  
Bearing a cross on my forehead is a sign that I’m not in 
this alone, that the Jesus who loved me enough to die for 
me is the same Jesus who has claimed me as his own in 
baptism, and who plans on claiming me as his own not 
just in this life (which would be miracle enough) but  even 
in the life of the world to come. The good news:  the 
same is true for you.  You’re not in this alone either.  

     UPHOLDING OUR VOWS TO THE CHURCH 
                    BY OUR PRAYERS 
Remember those in hospitals, retirement and rest homes, the 

sick and shut-ins with prayers, cards, and calls.  

 
The rosebuds are in honor of the birth of: 
 

Margaret Elizabeth Louise Poland on Friday ,  
February 19, 2021, in Wilson.  Proud parents are Ellen 
and Stuart Poland. 
 
 Davis Letcher O’Hara on Saturday, February 20, 
2021, in Wilson. Happy parents are Anne Huitt and 
Kevin O’Hara, proud grandmother is Mary Anne Davis, 
and great-grandfather is  Dr. Huitt E. Mattox. 



     the vain things  that charm me most, I sacrifice them to His blood.  See from His head, His hands, His feet,       
     sorrow and love flow mingled down, did e’er such love and sorrow meet tor thorns compose so rich a crown?        
     Were the whole realm on nature thine, that were a present far too small: love so amazing, so divine, demands  
     my soul, my life, my all. 
  
+PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
+GOSPEL READING                                          Mark 8:31-38 

MORNING MESSAGE                                       “God Is Able”                                    Rev. Susan Pate Greenwood 

+DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING 

+A TIME OF SILENCE AND TRINITY CHIMES 

+CLOSING VOLUNTARY                    Musical Selection for the Organ 

                                   +Those who are able, please stand. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
The Chancel flowers are given to the glory of God by the Flower Fund. 
 
 
 
Participating with the clergy in this morning’s services: 
       Reader:  Nancy Owens 
 
Volunteers: 
     Sound System:  Arthur Stamper 
     Videographer:  Krystal Baker 
                                                        
        
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Worship of God  

Second Sunday in Lent 
11:00 Traditional Worship Hour 

 

GATHERING                                         

CHORAL INTROIT                                “O God Our Help in Ages Past”                               arr. Hal Hopson                             

      O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal       

     home!  Before the hills in order stood, or earth received its frame, from everlasting, Thou art God, to endless   

     years the same.  Lord, through all generations you have been our home.  Before the mountains were  

     created, from age to age you are God.  A thousand years to You are just as yesterday, like a watch in the     

     night.  A thousand ages in Thy sight are like an evening gone; short as the watch that ends the night, before     

     the rising sun.  Time like an ever rolling stream, soon bears us all away; we fly forgotten, as a dream flies at      

     the opening day.  Lord, in the days of childhood, be our true delight; O be our joy throughout our lifetime,     

     through every circling year ahead.  O may Your goodness be with us forever, be the Light upon our way.  O    

     God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come; be Thou our guide while life shall last, and our  

     eternal home. 

 

+AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                         “The Apostles’ Creed”                                                   

      I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ His only Son our           

      Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was      

      crucified, dead, and buried; the third day He rose from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth at  

      the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I   

      believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the    

      resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
+GLORIA PATRI  (The ensemble will sing; others should speak) 
      Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
      shall be, world without end.   Amen.   
 

CHILDREN’S MOMENTS A short children’s devotion for preschool and elementary children.  

THE PSALTER                                              Psalm 22:23-31 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                    Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

PRAYER CONCERNS 

PASTORAL PRAYER  
 
SPECIAL MUSIC                           “When I Survey the Wonderous Cross”                          arr. Dan Forrest 
     When I survey the wondrous cross, on which the Prince of Glory died, my richest gain I count but loss, and     
     pour contempt on all my pride.  Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, save in the death of Christ, my God; all  
      


