Walking with Jesus

A Forty day Journey
to Renewal and Pentecost

Journey to rebuild Faithfulness
Faith is our response to the Lordship of Christ revealed in consistent obedience
and steadfast commitment to Christ and His Church
Journey to renewed Holiness
Coming to a renewal of Devotion and Character
Journey to restored First Love
Finding restoration in our Relationship with God, the Church Family and the
Lost World.
Journey to revived Worship
Worship centers our lives on God and offers him praise and glory for who he is
and celebrates his work in our midst.
Journey to refreshed Ministry
Serving is at the heart of our life in Christ as we use our gifts, talents and
abilities to serve him, his family and the world.
Journey to re-established Mission
Joining God on Mission to share the gospel at home and abroad.
Journey to refocused Prayer
Developing a depth in prayer that focuses on God’s will for eternity.

Introduction

40 days seems to be a significant time period in the Bible. God rained on the
earth for 40 days and nights. Moses was on Mount Sinai for forty days. The spies
were in the Promised Land for 40 days. Jesus was in the wilderness praying,
fasting and being tempted for 40 days. Perhaps most significant of all, Jesus
walked with the disciples 40 days after his resurrection.
The disciples were in total disarray after Jesus death burial and resurrection.
One had denied him, everyone had forsaken him, another is filled with doubt
and all are wondering aimlessly. They were disillusioned, disheartened,
despairing, broken and hurting. They had for the most part returned to their old
ways of life and gone fishing, etc.
Enter Jesus, the resurrected Lord, reclaiming, recommissioning and affirming
their purpose and the mission which he had given them. For 40 days he walked,
talked and reminded them of all he had shown them. He led them to
repentance, forgiveness and to understand the new life that they had in him as
the victorious Savior. These 40 days were to prepare them for the anointing that
was to come on the 50th day at Pentecost.
It is the purpose of this 40 day challenge in the life of our church to prepare and
challenge us to pursue a fresh wind of the Spirit in our lives and in our church. It
is prepared and offered with the prayer that no one comes out the end the
same!

Journey to rebuild Faithfulness

Faith is our response to the Lordship of Christ revealed in consistent obedience
and steadfast commitment to Christ and His Church

April 17 God is faithful
Deuteronomy 7:9 Know therefore that the LORD your God is God, the faithful God
who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his
commandments, to a thousand generations,
Psalm 26:3 For your steadfast love is before my eyes, and I walk in your faithfulness.
Psalm 31:5 Into your hand I commit my spirit; you have redeemed me, O LORD,
faithful God.
Psalm 36:5 Your steadfast love, O LORD, extends to the heavens, your faithfulness to
the clouds.
Psalm 100:5 For the LORD is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his
faithfulness to all generations.
1 Corinthians 1:9 God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
1 Corinthians 10:13 No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man.
God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the
temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.
Hebrews 10:23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he
who promised is faithful.

These are but a few of the dozens of verses that help us understand and affirm
God’s faithfulness to each of us. God’s faithfulness is the foundation of our
faithfulness to him. Satan will try anything to get us to doubt God, to lose faith
with God. Most of the time, if not all the time, our lack of trust and faith in God
is the root of our unfaithfulness to him. One of Satan’s most subtle tricks is to
get you and me to question the credibility of God. When we raise questions as
to the fairness of God with our lives, it is a question of the faithfulness of God to
us. The starting place of all faith is trust and confidence in God’s faithfulness to
us. This deep seated conviction tells us we can and should trust him with all
our lives.
What is happening in your life today that raises questions? Afresh and anew
will you bow before the living God who loves you and re-affirm, “God I trust
you!”

April 18 Living by Faith
Habakkuk 2:4 "Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not upright within him, but the
righteous shall live by his faith.
Romans 1:17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is
written, "The righteous shall live by faith."
2 Corinthians 5:7 for we walk by faith, not by sight.
Hebrews 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw
near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.

In team building events there are used what is called “trust games.” These may
ask you to free fall into the arms of others or to be stiff and be passed from one
person to another like a bowling pen with your feet anchored to the floor.
Sometimes you may be asked to lay stiff on the locked arms of two rows of
people while they support and pass you to the end of the rows without
dropping you. Life is a trust game. Often times we are cast here and there, off
balance and sometimes afraid. Enter a faithful God who says, “trust me.” Live
by faith in me, not by what you can see.
Living by faith following Jesus with our lives always keeps us looking forward.
You cannot move forward following Jesus while looking backward. Faithful
following keeps us looking to where Jesus is taking us. Living by faith keeps us
looking forward to what God is going to do next.
Today are you living on the basis of what you can see or living by faith and
trust? Does God have to show you to get you to follow (sight) or will you
believe and do as he asks not knowing where it might take you? The will and
purpose of God always requires us to take faith steps. There is always a degree
of the unknown in walking after God. Where are you holding back in your life?
What has God asked of you that you reject till he shows you more? Come, walk
in faith.

April 19 Faithful to God
Proverbs 24:10 If you faint in the day of adversity, your strength is small.
2 Corinthians 13:5 Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. Test
yourselves. Or do you not realize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?-unless indeed you fail to meet the test!
2 Timothy 4:7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the
faith.
Hebrews 12:2 looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy
that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the
right hand of the throne of God.
James 1:3 for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness.

Faith in God results in faithfulness to God. The question has been asked many
times if you were put on trial and accused of being a person of faith would
there be enough evidence to convict you? Do the people in your house and
those with whom you work know that you trust God because your faith is
revealed in your faithfulness? Can God count on you? Can your church depend
on you? Jesus’ obedience to the cross revealed his faithfulness. Faith in trials
produces steadfastness. Have you kept the faith?

April 20 Faithful Stewards
1 Corinthians 4:1 This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and
stewards of the mysteries of God. 2 Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be
found faithful.
1 Corinthians 6:20 for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.

One of the greatest challenges of faith is stewardship. Our world is a
materialistic place that encourages us to use anything and everything for
ourselves and our own pleasures. Stewardship requires us to acknowledge
that everything belongs to God including you and me. We are
stewards/managers of his resources. As faithful stewards we are reminded
that we do not belong to ourselves, but we have been purchased for a price and
are dedicated to the glory of God. As stewards of the mysteries of the faith, the
possessions that fall within our hands and even our very lives, we are to be
faithful servants seeking God’s glory in all. What have you withheld from God’s
control--some of your possessions, your children, parts of your heart, your free
time or vacation time? We must sing with the conviction and meaning—In my
life, Lord, be glorified, be glorified in me!

April 21 Faith unlocks Victory
Matthew 17:20 He said to them, "Because of your little faith. For truly, I say to you, if
you have faith like a grain of mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, 'Move from
here to there,' and it will move, and nothing will be impossible for you."
John 16:31 Jesus answered them, "Do you now believe? 32 Behold, the hour is
coming, indeed it has come, when you will be scattered, each to his own home, and
will leave me alone. Yet I am not alone, for the Father is with me. 33 I have said these
things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But
take heart; I have overcome the world."
1 John 5:4 For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is
the victory that has overcome the world-- our faith.

This world brings many challenges. There are many temptations that enter
our lives that would lead us astray from what God desires of us. God wants us
to have a faith that rises to the challenge. God wants us to trust him and rise
above the things sent to defeat and discourage us. This world is a powerful
force against our lives. It is extremely seductive to the believer. We are
constantly asked the question Jesus asked his disciples—“Do you believe?”
Through faith God wants us to move mountains. With faith God wants us to
overcome the world. Faith delivers us from defeat, discouragement and makes
the impossible possible. The victory has been won by Jesus and given to us.
We do not fight the battle, it has been fought and won. In faith we simply trust
God, claim the victory and walk forward as “more than conquerors.”
What has Satan used from this world to discourage and/or defeat you that you
need to prayerfully surrender to the victory of the cross?

April 22 Growing Faith
Luke 17:5 The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith!"
2 Thessalonians 1:3 We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers, as is
right, because your faith is growing abundantly, and the love of every one of you for
one another is increasing.
2 Corinthians 10:15 We do not boast beyond limit in the labors of others. But our
hope is that as your faith increases, our area of influence among you may be greatly
enlarged,
Romans 10:17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.

The failure to grow is tragic. Sometimes little children do not mature as they
should. It is heart breaking to see a child not develop as they should physically,
emotionally or mentally. God wants all his children to grow. Our faith should
not be the same today as it was when we were saved. We should be
developing in our willingness to obey and trust God with our lives. Faith
cannot stand still. It will stagnate and stink. If faith is not growing, it is
regressing. A growing faith allows God to increase the size of the task for us.
In Luke 17 Jesus delivers many challenging statements to his disciples. These
were words that would challenge them and us. Instead of shrinking back from
the difficulty they responded to Jesus, “Increase our faith.” We feed our faith
through the Scripture, the words of God to us about living life.
Where and how have you been reluctant to obey and follow Christ? What
challenge seems so great that you shrink from it? Perhaps it is time for us to
cry out to Jesus—increase my faith. We must grow forward in faith!!!

Journey to renewed Holiness

Coming to a renewal of Devotion and Character
April 23 Dedicated to God
1 Peter:15 but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct,
since it is written, "You shall be holy, for I am holy."
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Holiness means to be set apart, to be different. When God is described as holy
it means that he is separate, that he is different than us. It goes much deeper
than purity and morality. We know that God is different than us. His ways are
not our ways and his thoughts are not our thoughts. He is the creator, we are
the created. He is the sovereign God, we are not. For God holiness is part of his
character, part of who he is. For us holiness comes because we dedicate
ourselves to the God who is holy. For us to be holy means that we are set apart
to God. We are committed to him. The New Testament word “sanctify” is the
verb form of the noun for holy. It describes the process of becoming holy. This
helps us understand that we grow in our dedication, our devotion and our
commitment to God. We see this in the lives of the disciples. The men we see
in Acts are not the men he called from their boats,…. tax tables. They are not
the men we saw sleeping in Gethsemane and fleeing from his trial. They have
found a backbone. They have become men of God. There is no wavering in
them, no compromise. This is what holiness is about!
Where is your commitment to God being tested? What do you need to give to
God to be wholly and completely dedicated to Him?

April 24 Pure before God
Psalm 139:23 Search me, O God, and know my heart! Try me and know my
thoughts!24 And see if there be any grievous way in me, and lead me in the way
everlasting!
Philippians 1:10 so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and
blameless for the day of Christ,
Philippians 4:8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is
just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any
excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.
1 Timothy 5:22 Do not be hasty in the laying on of hands, nor take part in the sins of
others; keep yourself pure.
1 John 3:3 And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.

There is a link between purity and holiness. We are pure because we are
dedicated to Christ. In the Old Testament the tabernacle and the temple were
dedicated to God, they were considered holy. Because they were holy to God
there were many rules to govern their use and how they were kept. Priest
went through times of cleansing before going into the holy place to offer
sacrifice. As we study the Scriptures we learn that purity is a derivative of
holiness. Our dedication and commitment to God produces purity in our lives.
Lack of commitment yields areas of impurity in our hearts. Impurity in our
lives reveals a lack of devotion and dedication to God. For us to deal with the
impurity in our lives we must be willing to deal with the areas we have not
separated unto God. Will we say with David—“Search me…know my heart, see
if there are any grievous ways in me, lead me to the way everlasting.”
What impure actions, words or thoughts plague your life? What have you
refused to dedicate to God that leaves you vulnerable in these areas?

April 25 Bodies and Actions
Romans 6:12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its
passions. 13 Do not present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness,
but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and
your members to God as instruments for righteousness.
1 Corinthians 6:13 "Food is meant for the stomach and the (1Co 6:13 ESV)stomach
for food"-- and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is not meant for
sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 14 And God raised the
Lord and will also raise us up by his power. 15 Do you not know that your bodies are
members of Christ? Shall I then take the members of Christ and make them members
of a prostitute? Never! 16 Or do you not know that he who is joined to a prostitute
becomes one body with her? For, as it is written, "The two will become one flesh." 17
But he who is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. 18 Flee from sexual
immorality. Every other sin a person commits is outside the body, but the sexually
immoral person sins against his own body. 19 Or do you not know that your body is a
temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own,
20
for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.

Hedonism describes the person devoted to self-pleasure; one who is
committed to self-indulgence and self-gratification. This stands in total
opposition to those dedicated to Christ, those committed to holiness. Were you
meant to pleasure yourself or to pleasure God? We have looked at what it
means to be a faithful steward. Here the question comes to the forefront. Are
we dedicated to using all we have for personal gratification, our fun and
pleasure? Our bodies are temples dedicated to God’s glory and service.
Whatever we do, wherever we go, we are joined with Christ who lives in us.
Letting the good times roll for the believer means getting lost and caught up in
the blessedness of offering our bodies as instruments of righteousness serving
God.
If sleeping is more important than prayer, if hunting is more important than
witnessing, if golfing creates more passion than church, if vacations are more
important than mission trips then, “Houston, we have a problem!!!!”

April 26 Mouth-Words
Proverbs 10:19 When words are many, transgression is not lacking, but whoever
restrains his lips is prudent. 12:18 There is one whose rash words are like sword
thrusts, but the tongue of the wise brings healing. 12:25 Anxiety in a man's heart
weighs him down, but a good word makes him glad. 15:1 A soft answer turns away
wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger. 17:27 Whoever restrains his words has
knowledge, and he who has a cool spirit is a man of understanding. 16:24 Gracious
words are like a honeycomb, sweetness to the soul and health to the body.
Matthew 15:11 it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but what
comes out of the mouth; this defiles a person."
Ephesians 4:29 Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is
good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear.
See also James 3:1-10

Is my tongue holy? Are my words dedicated to God? The verses above are a
small sampling of the many warnings and calls for the tongue and our words to
be dedicated to God. Words can hit hard!! Words can give grace or they can
fire the flames of Hell. There are so many mediums for our words today—text,
e-mail, facebook, twitter, Instagram and many others. Each is filled with
words. Words can build up or words can destroy. God wants us to know that
we will give an account for all our words. There is nothing more vicious than a
mean sarcastic person filled with malicious and spiteful words. In contrast
there is nothing sweeter to the soul than words of grace to edify and lift up a
person’s spirit.
There is an old story of a person who came to the altar one week and informed
the parson that they wanted to lay their tongue on the altar? The parson
looked around a bit and replied, “I’m sorry, the altar is not big enough!”
Point made! What words of yours and mine demand repentance and call for
the re-dedication of our tongue and words to the Lord that they might be more
holy to him and a witness to his people and the lost?

April 27 Minds-Thoughts
Proverbs 19:21 Many are the plans in the mind of a man, but it is the purpose of the
LORD that will stand. 28:26 Whoever trusts in his own mind is a fool, but he who
walks in wisdom will be delivered.
Isaiah 26:3 You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on you, because he
trusts in you.
Isaiah 55:8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,
declares the LORD.
Jeremiah 17:10 "I the LORD search the heart and test the mind, to give every man
according to his ways, according to the fruit of his deeds."
1 Corinthians 2:16 "For who has understood the mind of the Lord so as to instruct
him?" But we have the mind of Christ.
1 Corinthians 3:20 and again, "The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise, that they are
futile."
Philippians 2:5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus,
2 Corinthians 10:4 For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have
divine power to destroy strongholds. 5 We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion
raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ,

“But I thought……” is usually not a good way for a conversation to begin. It is
usually an attempt to explain or make excuses for something gone wrong. It
serves to remind us of the limitations and errors of our thinking. Our minds
and our thoughts are to be holy and dedicated to the ways of God. That means
that we have to learn to see things and think about things in keeping with
God’s way instead of our way. We want to replace our mind with the mind of
Jesus. We do not want our mind to be a stronghold for evil and wrong ways of
thinking. Paul helps us see that it takes divine power to help us change our
ways of thinking and to bring our rational under the mastery of Christ.
What thoughts dominate your thinking? What fills your mind? Do you seek
the mind of Christ or your own mind? Are you learning and developing the
habit of applying the wisdom of God or do you still seek and follow your own
wisdom first?

April 28 Eyes-Desires
Genesis 3:5 For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you
will be like God, knowing good and evil."
Matthew 6:22 "The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole
body will be full of light,
1 John 2:16 For all that is in the world-- the desires of the flesh and the desires of the
eyes and pride of life-- is not from the Father but is from the world.

God created us with many desires. Each of these desires has a Godly way of
fulfillment or an earthly, sinful way to try for satisfaction. Each desire can
become a beacon of our dedication and commitment to holiness or a testimony
to our depravity and ungodliness. From the beginning Satan preyed on
people’s desires with his lies and illicit promises that God was just trying to
keep them from a good time. Those who have been fooled and fallen for the
devil’s schemes are quick to tell you he lies and his promises are empty. Our
eyes are critical to the process of being tempted by our desires. Jesus says they
are the lamp of the body. What do we look upon that awakens our desires?
How do we react to what we see? A healthy eye is a generous eye. Do we see
and look for what we can give or for what we can get? Do our eyes give way to
envy and jealously or to generosity and helpfulness?
As you see the world are you filled with desire for what you do not have? Does
what you see in the lives of others create jealously and envy? Do you find
yourself wishing you could have what they have or do what they do? If so, you
need to ask God to change your heart and your eyes. We must ask him to help
us see a world filled with opportunities to witness, to love, to share, to give and
to be the holy dedicated person God redeemed us to be!!!

Journey to restored First Love

Finding restoration to our Relationship with God, the Church Family and the
Lost World.

April 29 Remembering Our First Love
Revelation 2:2 "'I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance, and how you
cannot bear with those who are evil, but have tested those who call themselves
apostles and are not, and found them to be false. 3 I know you are enduring patiently
and bearing up for my name's sake, and you have not grown weary. 4 But I have this
against you, that you have abandoned the love you had at first. 5 Remember therefore
from where you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come
to you and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you repent.

The church at Ephesus had many noble characteristics. It would be have been
admired and complimented by many as a great church. They had resisted evil,
maintained doctrinal stability and purity, endured hardship with steadfastness
and had not become weary in well doing. Yet the accusation comes—you have
forsaken your first love (or the love as you first knew it). They were doing
many right things but had lost their passion for Christ. Their walk had been
reduced to just going through the motions. I suspect this was not intentional
but they had fallen into a “spiritual drift.” Falling in love with Jesus is what
gives us passion to follow Him. We need both intellectual knowledge and
understanding of Christ as well a deep abiding love for Him. Knowledge guides
our passion and keeps us from making foolish emotional mistakes. Love gives
us the passion needed for energy and enthusiasm that brings life to our daily
walk with Jesus.
Is Jesus your first love? Do you love him more now than ever? Perhaps you
need to hear the words given to the people of Ephesus—remember from
where you have come, repent and do the work as you did at first!!!

April 30 Love for the Church
Ephesians 5:22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the
husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and
is himself its Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should
submit in everything to their husbands. 25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved
the church and gave himself up for her, 26 that he might sanctify her, having cleansed
her by the washing of water with the word, 27 so that he might present the church to
himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy
and without blemish. 28 In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own
bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but
nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, 30 because we are members
of his body. 31 "Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his
wife, and the two shall become one flesh." 32 This mystery is profound, and I am saying
that it refers to Christ and the church. 33 However, let each one of you love his wife as
himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband.

Just like love for your spouse is not an optional part of marriage, love for
Christ’s church is not an optional part of loving Jesus. You cannot love Jesus
without loving his church. The church is his body. He indwells her and loves
her passionately. He sacrifices for his church and invests deeply in her that she
might be holy, without blemish reflecting his glory. The unity Christ shares
with his church is a profound mystery. The unity of Christ and his church
becomes the model for a husband and wife finding the unity of becoming “one
flesh.” Satan tries to destroy the church from without and within. Satan will
attack your relationship with the church. He will do anything to get you apart
from the body of Christ for he knows that leaves you vulnerable. Over the
years I have asked many people, “Where do you go to church?” As you might
guess I have received many different answers and reasons (excuses) for why
they are not in church. Some even sound noble—like I’m in a Bible study at…..
That might be good, but if it is healthy, it will point you to the church and
enhance your involvement and work in the church.
Do you understand that Jesus expects you to love his church passionately and
to serve with his body faithfully? If you are constantly saying no to serving in
the church, if you are always looking for reasons to miss being with the body
then you need to remember, repent and return to your first works!!!

May 1

Love for the Brothers

John 13:34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I
have loved you, you also are to love one another. 35 By this all people will know that
you are my disciples, if you have love for one another."
Romans 12:10 Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in
showing honor.
Romans 13:8 Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves
another has fulfilled the law.
Ephesians 4:2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one
another in love,
1 Thessalonians 3:12 and may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for
one another and for all, as we do for you,
Hebrews 10:24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works,
1 Peter 4:8 Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude
of sins.
1 Peter 1:22 Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere
brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a pure heart,
1 John 3:23 And this is his commandment, that we believe in the name of his Son
Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us.
1 John 4:7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves
has been born of God and knows God.
1 John 4:11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.

John, Paul, Peter and whoever wrote Hebrews, all offer the same command to
God’s people—“Love one another!” We do not love each other because it is
easy or convenient, but because it is commanded by God. It is not an optional
part of our lives. We either love each other or live in disobedience! Jesus is the
model of love; we love others as he loves us. This love for the brothers is a
witness to the world that we belong to Jesus. Love for the brothers is
confirmation that we have been born of God. We love others because of who
we are in Jesus. It is our nature to love others. Some deserve it and are easy to
love while others are hard to love. Our love for our brothers reveals how we
believe God loves us. Our ability to love our brothers reveals the power of the
“God of love” in us.
How much you love God is reflected in how much you love your brothers and
sisters in Christ. The person of whom you think the least, the one you choose
to avoid, becomes the barometer of your real relationship with Jesus. If we
struggle with loving the family of God then we need to remember, repent and
return to your first works!!!

May 2

Love for the Lost

Matthew 23:37 "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones
those who are sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children together as a
hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing!
John 3:16 "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.
Romans 9:1 I am speaking the truth in Christ-- I am not lying; my conscience bears me
witness in the Holy Spirit-- 2 that I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my
heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake
of my brothers, my kinsmen according to the flesh.

The lament of Jesus over Jerusalem, the love of God that sacrificed Jesus for our
sins and the grief of Paul over the lostness of his people remind us of how
much God wants us to love and care for the lost. If God’s purpose is at the
center of our lives, if Jesus indwells us and the Spirit of God fills our hearts then
the love of God for the lost must fill our heart and life. God gave his son for the
lost. Jesus gave his life on the cross for the lost. Paul wished to be accursed that
his brothers might be saved. Somehow I get the feeling that their love for the
lost and our (my) love for the lost does not match! What lost person do we
love enough to sacrifice our son for their salvation? What lost person do we
love enough to give our life for them? For what lost people, tribe or nation
would we be willing to die and go to hell if they would come to Christ? Do we
really understand what hell holds for our unsaved children, our unsaved
mothers or father and, our unsaved neighbors? Do we remember the
testimony of the one who died and went to hell, crying out in frenzy—Please,
send someone to tell my brothers? (Luke 16:27-28)
If we genuinely love the lost, if we truly understand the horrors of hell, then is
any price is too high to see the lost come to Christ? Do we love the lost as Jesus
loved them? Are we allowing the miraculous power of Jesus love to flow
through us? Is bringing others to Jesus the priority of our heart? If not then
we need to remember, repent and return to our first works!!!

May 3

Love and Sacrifice

Luke 9:23 And he said to all, "If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and
take up his cross daily and follow me.
Ephesians 5:2 And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a
fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.
Ephesians 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave
himself up for her,
2 Corinthians 5:15 and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for
themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised.
Philippians 3:8 Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and
count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ
Hebrews 12:2 looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy
that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the
right hand of the throne of God.

Love always leads to sacrifice, but because it is born of love we often do not see
it as sacrifice. We do not begrudge the cost when the price is born of love. I
sacrifice for my wife and she for me, but never think of it in those terms. We
sacrifice for our children, but do not give a second thought of what we give up.
Jesus was very pointed--to follow him cost everything. We can hold nothing
back. We die to ourselves; give up all we have to follow him and count it as
nothing for the supreme privilege of knowing and loving him. Genuine love
leads us to give up much for what we love without thinking in terms of the cost.
When you and I begin to think about all we give up for Jesus or all we give up
to care for someone else, we have lost the joy of love. Did you catch that
phrase—“who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross.” Crossjoy, do those really go together? Only with love!
Do you begrudge the money, the time, the energy that it takes to love as Christ
loved? If so perhaps you have lost your first love. It is time to remember,
repent and return to your first works!!!

May 4

Love and Forgiveness

Matthew 5:23 So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your
brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there before the altar and go. First
be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. 6:14 For if you forgive
others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, 6:15 but if you do
not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.
18:21 Then Peter came up and said to him, "Lord, how often will my brother sin against
me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?" 22 Jesus said to him, "I do not say to
you seven times, but seventy-seven times. .... 34 And in anger his master delivered him
to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35 So also my heavenly Father will do to
every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart."
Luke 23:34 And Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do."
And they cast lots to divide his garments.
2 Corinthians 2:7 so you should rather turn to forgive and comfort him, or he may be
overwhelmed by excessive sorrow.
Ephesians 4:32 Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God
in Christ forgave you.
Colossians 3:13 bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against
another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.

Forgiveness is necessary for all human relationships. We know God through
forgiveness of our sins. We can only maintain and have relationships with
others through forgiveness of each other’s sins. As we have all sinned against
God, we also sin against one another. We must not allow Satan to have victory
through our sins. Jesus taught his disciples for them to experience forgiveness
they must give forgiveness. An unforgiving heart is evidence of an unforgiven
heart. Love will not allow us to have a bitter, angry spirit or to hold a grudge.
Love makes it easy for us to forgive. Love leads us to use our energy for
resolution instead of retaliation. It helps to understand that forgiveness and
trust are not the same thing. Forgiveness deals with the past and is instant,
rebuilding trust is future. Forgiveness is a choice we make; rebuilding trust is a
process. God empowers us for forgiveness; Satan leads us to bitterness and
grudges.
How long will you carry the bondage and heavy burden of a broken
relationship? How long will you resist the impulse of love to forgive and
restore? Turn to one another and forgive, find relief and healing from the
“excessive sorrow.” Let us remember, repent and do the first works of
following our first love.

Journey to revived Worship

Worship centers our lives on God, offers him praise and glory for who he is and
celebrates his work in our midst.

May 5

Celebrating God’s Glory

Exodus 40:34 Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD
filled the tabernacle.
Psalm 8:1. O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have
set your glory above the heavens. 57:5 Be exalted, O God, above the heavens! Let
your glory be over all the earth! 96:3 Declare his glory among the nations, his
marvelous works among all the peoples!
Isaiah 6:3 And one called to another and said: "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory!"
John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.
Romans 5:2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in
which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 11:36 For from him and
through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen. 15:7 Therefore
welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.
1 Corinthians 10:31 So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the
glory of God.
See also Ephesians 1:12, 3:21, Philippians 2:11, 1 Peter 4:11

The Scripture is filled with the glory of God. We come quickly to understand
that our lives are dedicated to the glory of God. We live and exist to give him
glory. The Westminster Catechism teaches us that “Man’s chief end is to glorify
God, and to enjoy him forever.” Worship is living our lives for the glory of God
and giving ourselves to serve him. What we do in corporate worship is the
outgrowth of a daily life dedicated to the glory of God. When we pray it is for
God’s glory. When we sing it is for God’s glory. When we offer greetings and
welcome it is for God’s glory. When we preach it is for God’s Glory. When we
give it is for God’s glory. Get the picture; our lives and our worship are for the
glory of God. Worship is never about us! Worship is celebrating and serving
the glory of God.
Do you get upset when worship is not the way you want it? Does it irritate you
if the time is a little long or the sound is loud or soft? And what if the
temperature is not just right? Come now, let us mature, grow up and lose
ourselves in the majestic, splendor of the Glory of God!!!

May 6

Worship—In Time with God

Isaiah 6:1 In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high
and lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him stood the
seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered
his feet, and with two he flew. 3 And one called to another and said: "Holy, holy, holy is
the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!" 4 And the foundations of the
thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the house was filled with smoke. 5
And I said: "Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the
midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!"
6
Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he had
taken with tongs from the altar. 7 And he touched my mouth and said: "Behold, this has
touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for." 8 And I heard the
voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?" Then I said,
"Here I am! Send me."

Worship requires us to get in time with God. Worship has a rhythm. Worship
is a two-step. Worship has two beats: revelation and response. God reveals
himself to us and we respond to his revelation. When we see his glory, we
praise him. When we see his works, we thank him. When we see his
sovereignty we surrender to him. When we hear his commands we obey him.
Everything we receive from God has an appropriate response.
Isaiah gave us a picture of worship that displays this two-step experience with
God. God revealed himself in the vision of his majesty which resulted in
Isaiah’s realization and confession of his sin and the sin of his people. God then
offered cleansing and atonement and spoke to Isaiah asking who will go to my
people. Again Isaiah responds, “Here I am! Send me.”
Our worship is about hearing from God, experiencing God and responding to
what God gives us. Since worship involves the whole of life this is the rhythm
of life for us. We are constantly hearing, learning, experiencing what God has
for us and responding to him with the totality of our hearts and lives. Is your
day filled with seeing God and responding appropriately to him?

May 7

A Life Style of Serving

Romans 12:1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual
worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of
your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and
acceptable and perfect.
Colossians 3:23 Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men,

“Present your bodies,” “holy,” “acceptable,” “spiritual service;” these words all
are words found in the Old Testament discussions of worship. The word
worship in this passage is the word “latreia.” We get our word liturgy from it
which means order or way of worship. The base meaning of the word is to
serve. Thus the word came to mean the order of service. We speak today of
going to the worship service. Let’s apply the other words. We present our
bodies as sacrifices in service. We are set apart as holy servants and as
acceptable servants that are pleasing to God. As citizens of the kingdom we
know the king-God and we know the servants-us. Thus we serve God. We are
to serve him as those worshipping him and honoring him in all that we do.
Whatever we do, we do it as unto the Lord. Do your work through the week as
a act of worship in serving God. It will transform your attitude in your work
and enhance your spirit for corporate worship.
Nothing is mundane when done for God and for his glory. Everything has
purpose and opportunity when offered as an act of service-worship to the Lord
our God.

May 8

Surrender—The Heart of Worship

Romans 6:13 Do not present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness,
but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and
your members to God as instruments for righteousness.

The heart of worship is found in surrender. Because worship is about God it
requires people who are surrendered to God. There is no worship without
surrender! We must say no to self and yes to God. Rick Warren says it like
this, “We would rather talk about winning, succeeding, overcoming, and
conquering than yielding, submitting, obeying, and surrendering. But
surrendering to God is the heart of worship. It is the natural response to God’s
amazing love and mercy. We give ourselves to him, not out of fear or duty, but
in love, ‘because he first loved us.’” (Purpose Driven Life-p-79) Genuine true
worship only occurs when we give ourselves completely to God. Pride makes it
hard for us to admit we are just creatures and not in charge of anything. As
long as we try to give the orders we interfere with the work of God in us.
Surrender is letting God take over. It is Peter in the fishing boat saying,
“Master we have worked hard all night and not caught anything, but because
you say so I will let down the nets.” It is Jesus praying in the agony of
Gethsemane, “not my will but yours be done.” Surrendered hearts show up in
relationships when we don’t edge others out, aren’t self-serving and prefer
others over ourselves. This is the heart of worship.
Worship means to bow down. This is the reason being on our knees can be so
significant. We bow down as a servant honoring our king. How long has it been
since both your heart and your knees have bowed down surrendered to the
Lordship of our Savior?

May 9

More than Music

Ephesians 5:18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled
with the Spirit, 19 addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing and making melody to the Lord with your heart,

The Scriptures are filled with music and instruments that are dedicated to the
worship of God. Some of the Levite priests were set aside as the choral
directors of song in the Old Testament. The early church sang with psalms,
hymns and spiritual songs. All were dedicated to making a melody of praise
and worship to the Lord. He is the recipient of our song. As much as we
appreciate music we must remember worship is far more than music. We can
worship without music! We must not make the mistake of equating music with
worship. There are many parts of worship--prayers, greetings, scripture
reading, baptism, communion, giving offerings, singing, etc. Music is just one
part of a bigger picture.
We must remember that worship has nothing to do with style, volume or speed
of music. God loves all kinds of music that has lyrics that recognize him. You
might not like it all, but God does. When offered to him in spirit and truth, it is
an act of worship. Christians often argue over the style of music used in
worship, passionately defending their preferred style as the most biblical or
God-honoring. There is no biblical style of music. There are no musical notes
in the Bible. What you like and prefer in music says more about you than it
does about God. He has no preferred style. One ethnic group’s music may
sound like noise to you, but God enjoys all. When we fuss and fume over
music, we reveal our carnality, our lack of maturity and our failure to
understand of the nature of God.
Matt Redman, a worship leader in England, tells how his pastor taught his
church the real meaning of worship. To show that worship is more than music,
he banned all singing in their services for a period of time while they learned to
worship in other ways. By the end of that time, Matt had written the classic
song “Heart of Worship.”
I’ll bring You more than a song, For a song in itself
Is not what you have required.
You search much deeper within,
Through the way things appear;
You’re looking into my heart.”

May 10 The Dark of the Night
Psalm 116:10 I believed, even when I spoke: "I am greatly afflicted";
Job 1:20 Then Job arose and tore his robe and shaved his head and fell on the ground
and worshiped. 7:11 "Therefore I will not restrain my mouth; I will speak in the anguish
of my spirit; I will complain in the bitterness of my soul. 10:12 You have granted me life
and steadfast love, and your care has preserved my spirit. 23:8 "Behold, I go forward,
but he is not there, and backward, but I do not perceive him; 9 on the left hand when he
is working, I do not behold him; he turns to the right hand, but I do not see him. 10 But
he knows the way that I take; when he has tried me, I shall come out as gold. 23:14
For he will complete what he appoints for me, and many such things are in his mind.
37:5 God thunders wondrously with his voice; he does great things that we cannot
comprehend. 37:23 The Almighty-- we cannot find him; he is great in power; justice
and abundant righteousness he will not violate.

It is easy to worship God in the good times. But what of the dark times, the
bleak moments when we cannot feel or see the presence of God? The deepest
level of worship is praising God in the spite of pain, thanking God for the trials,
surrendering in the suffering or trusting him in the temptations.
As immature Christians God will sometimes answer many selfish prayers and
grant us certain emotions to help us know he is real and there. But as we grow,
he will wean us from those dependencies. When God seems distant it is not
always sin, but often times a test of faith. Will we continue to love, trust and
worship God when there is no sense of his presence or visible evidence of his
work?
Job trusted God when he could not see him, when he felt abandoned, when his
friends were calling him a sinner and when his wife advised him to curse God
and die. He understood that God was faithful and had a purpose for his life.
Therefore he continued in faithful worship. These times of darkness are a
normal part of the testing and maturing through which God takes us. Even
though they are painful and disconcerting, they are necessary for the
development of our faith.
We worship God when we feel like it and when we don’t. Worship is about the
worthiness of God, not the fickleness of what I’m experiencing at the moment.
Genuine worship has nothing to do with whether it produces for me a
particular emotional experience. Sometimes the deepest worship occurs when
it is most difficult because God seems so distant. Believe him, he is there!

Journey to refreshed Ministry

Serving is at the heart of our life in Christ as we use our gifts, talents and
abilities to serve him, his family and the world.

May 11 Give or Take
Matthew 16:18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church,
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.
Ephesians 1:22 And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all
things to the church, 5:23 For the husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the
head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. 5:25 Husbands, love your
wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, (Eph 5:25 ESV)
Colossians 2:2 that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, to
reach all the riches of full assurance of understanding and the knowledge of God's
mystery, which is Christ, 2:19 and not holding fast to the Head, from whom the whole
body, nourished and knit together through its joints and ligaments, grows with a growth
that is from God.

You and I were not created to be just consumers. While there are many
resources that try to teach a person how to get the most out of life, that is not
why we are here. More important and more fulfilling is what we give to life.
Christ’s church is not a consumer product to be marketed and sold or even to
be given away. Christ’s church is a family to love, a body to serve and a
fellowship to share. The church of the resurrected Jesus is the body of
baptized believers who are committed together to serving as Christ’s body in
the world and sharing Jesus with the world. If your focus on the church is what
it can give to you, you are wrong! Christ’s plan for his body is for it to be his
hands, his feet, his ears, his legs, his mouth serving one another and the world!
Someone said there are givers and there are takers in life. The same is true in
the church. Takers suck the life out of the body. They are content, as some
would say, to “sit and soak.” The often even have the audacity to complain
when things are not as they like them. They put nothing in but expect
everything to be exactly as they want it; after all it is just for them!!!
I trust and hope you are not one of those of members. If you are, get on your
knees and tell Jesus you are sorry. Repent of taking the precious body of
Christ, purchased by his blood and dedicated to his glory, and reducing it to
your personal hand maid!!!

May 12 Saved to Serve
Jeremiah 1:5 "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born
I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations."
Matthew 20:28 even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to
give his life as a ransom for many."
Ephesians 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.
2 Timothy 1:9 who saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of our works
but because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before
the ages began,
1 Corinthians 6:20 for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.

Yes, I know it is an old cliché, but some of these sayings hang around because
they are valuable expressions of truth. The Scripture is clear-you and I were
formed and destined to be the servants of God. We rebelled, but God bought us
back and restored us in Jesus to our rightful purpose of being his holy servants.
We are saved to do the good works that God has prepared in eternity for us.
He calls us to abandon our own works that we might pursue his purpose. For
us to walk in the ways of God we must walk in service to God. Every believer is
a servant and every believer has a place of ministry. Our service, our ministry,
is not about us but belongs to Jesus. It is him at work in the church and the
world through us. It is his work that is being done. What a blessed
opportunity and privilege this is for us. God doesn’t make us serve him; he lets
us serve him. Sometimes we can get very possessive. This is my church, this is
my piano, this is my class or classroom, this is my kitchen, these are my kids
and so forth. Servants have to learn to be invested without possessing. This is
Christ’s church. We are Christ’s servants and it is Christ’s work, so we do it
together for his glory.

May 13 Shaped to Serve
Deuteronomy 11:13 "And if you will indeed obey my commandments that I command
you today, to love the LORD your God, and to serve him with all your heart and with all
your soul,
Job 10:8 Your hands fashioned and made me, .....
Psalm 139:14 I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are
your works; my soul knows it very well.
Proverbs 27:19 As in water face reflects face, so the heart of man reflects the man.
Isaiah 43:21 the people whom I formed for myself that they might declare my praise.
1 Corinthians 12:11 All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who
apportions to each one individually as he wills. 12:7 To each is given the manifestation
of the Spirit for the common good.
2 Corinthians 1:4 who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to
comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are
comforted by God.
Ephesians 4:7 But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of
Christ's gift.
Hebrews 13:21 equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working in us
that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and
ever. Amen.

I like to build things. In my garage you will find tools: tools for wood, tools for
metal, tools for leather and many other things. Sometimes they are used to
repair broken things and sometimes to build new things. The designer, the
architect builds for function. The function determines the form. God shapes us
for his work. Rick Warren has a unique way of helping us understand and find
our service-our ministry. He uses the acronym shape.
Spiritual Gifts; Heart-Passion; Abilities; Personality; Experience
God gives us gifts of the Spirit to help us serve his body. These gifts are given
by God to his body through the people who have them. What we love reveals
our passion and our heart. Our abilities are those natural talents we have from
birth. These are different from gifts. They often need practice and
development. Personality is how God put us together. Some are noisy, while
others are quiet. Others are timid, while some are bold. Still others are
outgoing and some are introverts. Every person is a bit different. Many
experiences that have helped us grow and mature become ways that God can
use us to minister his grace to others. You were shaped and are being matured
by the master designer for your service to him.

May 14 Finding Your Place
Galatians 6:4 But let each one test his own work, and then his reason to boast will be
in himself alone and not in his neighbor.
2 Corinthians 10:12 Not that we dare to classify or compare ourselves with some of
those who are commending themselves. But when they measure themselves by one
another and compare themselves with one another, they are without understanding.
2 Timothy 1:6 For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in
you through the laying on of my hands, 2:15 Do your best to present yourself to God
as one approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word
of truth.

Recognizing that you been shaped by God with unique ways to serve him is not
enough. We worship God by serving him. God did not create us to sit on a
shelf and admire, but to be useful to his church and kingdom. There are many
tools to help us develop and learn about ourselves. Sometimes I see people
who get the process backward. They want to learn their “shape” so they will
know where to serve. Do the reverse. Nothing will help you learn your
“shape” like serving. As you serve in different places and/or ministries, you
will discover gifts, abilities, what you love, etc. You will not learn what you are
good at until you are involved in serving. Plus, the infinite God who shaped
you is bigger than what we can comprehend. Just think, he has made and
shaped you with abilities you may never know you have apart from being
obedient. Trust him, do what he says. He will not send you to do something for
which he has not shaped you. He knows you far better than you can ever know
yourself. Fan the flame, step into the unknown and experience the reward of
seeing the greatness of God using you in ways you could have never dreamed
or imagined.

May 15 On Being a Servant
Mark 10:43 But it shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you
must be your servant,
Acts 28:3 When Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks and put them on the fire, a viper
came out because of the heat and fastened on his hand.
2 Corinthians 10:18 For it is not the one who commends himself who is approved, but
the one whom the Lord commends.
Galatians 6:3 For if anyone thinks he is something, when he is nothing, he deceives
himself. 6:10 So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and
especially to those who are of the household of faith.
Philippians 2:4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the
interests of others. 5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus,
6
who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be
grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the
likeness of men.
2 Timothy 2:4 No soldier gets entangled in civilian pursuits, since his aim is to please
the one who enlisted him. 1 Peter 5:5 Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to
the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for "God
opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble."

Servanthood is an attitude before it is an action. Jesus washed feet and Paul
gathered sticks; servants do what needs to be done. Mature servants will not
be limited by their shape, but will be guided by what they see needs to be done.
Knowing your shape will lead you to some things, but a servant’s heart will
guide you in everything. Christ-like servants make themselves available. Their
work is more about sacrifice than convenience. They look for the opportunities
to serve. There is nothing too big or too little for the genuine servant. Sincere
servants keep a low profile. They are not clamoring for recognition or
attention. They have a humility born of the one they serve for his glory!
Earnest servants want to please Christ. They are not led astray trying to please
men. God uses broken vessels to his glory. A proud Peter denied Jesus. A
broken, humble Peter preached with power at Pentecost.
Servants have learned to focus on others. They have learned to let God use
them for his purpose, instead of trying to use God for their purpose. Real
servants have learned to do what is good for God instead of that at which are
good. Servants do not find pride or value in what they do, but the Christ they
serve. They rest in him, seeking only his approval of “Well done good and
faithful servant!”

May 16 Let Go, Let God
Matthew 5:3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
John 16:33 I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the
world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world."
Romans 7:19 For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep
on doing. 8:26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what
to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep
for words. 8:37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who
loved us.
1 Corinthians 1:27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God
chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 2:3 And I was with you in
weakness and in fear and much trembling, 15:57 But thanks be to God, who gives us
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. (1Co 15:57 ESV)
2 Corinthians 12:9 But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is
made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 13:4 For he was crucified
in weakness, but lives by the power of God. For we also are weak in him, but in dealing
with you we will live with him by the power of God.

The great missionary Hudson Taylor said, “All God’s giants were weak people.”
The phlegmatic Moses had a temper; he killed an Egyptian and struck a rock.
Gideon was insecure until God turned him into a might man of valor. Abraham
was afraid and lied about Sarah being his wife twice to save his hide. David the
adulterer became the man after God’s own heart. The impulsive, weak-willed
Peter became a rock. John the son of thunder became the apostle of love.
Jesus is not about what we have been, but what we are becoming. Servants are
not perfect people but grace people. Servants are not strong people but
faithful people. Serving God is not about who we are, but who he is. Servants
do not say, “I can’t,” but “God can!” As servants of God we depend on his love
to help us love, his strength to make us strong, his wisdom to make us wise, all
for the glory of God. As servants we surrender our frailties, our impurities, our
weakness, and inadequacies to step forward to accomplish what God has for us
today. We let go and let God for we know that-He is able, more than able, to accomplish what concerns me today.
He is able, more than able, to handle anything that comes my way.
He is able, more than able, to do much more than I could ever dream,
He is able, more than able, to make me what He wants me to be.

Journey to re-established Mission

Joining God on Mission to share the gospel at home and abroad.

May 17 Shared with God
Matthew 28:19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe
all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the
age."
Luke 19:10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost."
John 15:1 "I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in me
that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he
prunes, that it may bear more fruit. …4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot
bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me.
5
I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that
bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 17:18 As you sent me into the
world, so I have sent them into the world. 17:21 that they may all be one, just as you,
Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may
believe that you have sent me. See also 2 Corinthians 5:17-21

Critical to our understanding and commitment to mission in the world is the
realization that God is at work in the world. Our mission is to join God in his
mission. God does not send us to do something for him, but with him! Jesus is
our example. God was on mission in world through Jesus. He understood that
the Father had sent him to the lost. He and the Father were one in this. We are
on mission with God because we are one with God. He abides in us and we
abide in him so we bear fruit.
Oftentimes words like mandate, responsibility, task, duty, obligation, etc. are
used to describe our mission. Some see these as bad words reflecting a driven
kind of mission. But these are good words when one understands the spirit
behind them. The great commission commands us. The disciples looked at the
Jewish leaders and boldly proclaimed, “We must obey God rather than man.”
We must remember we do these things because of who we are in Christ, not to
be somebody for Christ. We are obligated because he is on mission in us.
Remember the words of John, For this is the love of God, that we keep his
commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome. (1John 5:3 ESV)
Mission is God’s heart for the world becoming our heart for the world as he
fills our life!!!

May 18 Driven by Love
Psalm 25:7 Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to
your steadfast love remember me, for the sake of your goodness, O LORD!
John 3:16 "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 17:26 I made known to them
your name, and I will continue to make it known, that the love with which you have
loved me may be in them, and I in them." 21:15 When they had finished breakfast,
Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?" He
said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." He said to him, "Feed my lambs."
Romans 5:8 but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ
died for us.
Ephesians 2:4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he
loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with
Christ-- by grace you have been saved--

Love is what makes obedience privilege. Love is the passion that drives our
work and God’s mission in us. We understand that God loves the world
through us. We realize that God is in us using us to help reconcile the world to
him. We know that “God is love.” This love is divinely revealed and humanly
experienced. Central to mission is this love. It drives the heart of God to want
relationship with us. The Bible is the story of God seeking the lost. Luke 15
tells us of God searching for a lost sheep, a lost coin and a lost boy. It also lets
us see the rejoicing that comes with the return of each when they are found.
This is the story of God’s love in the world seeking to save the world through
Jesus. Now, God is in the world in you seeking to bring the world to Jesus.
It is this love that makes this mission personal. Love is relational; it is not
shared in a vacuum. By necessity it involves other people, saved people who
share this mission with us and lost people whom God chooses to love through
us. The love of Christ unites us with others who love him for this mission of
loving the lost. Our vision for Christ guides us to share him with the nations,
but our love for Christ helps us love one person at a time. What he has done
for me he can do for you!!!

May 19 Finishing the Task
2 Corinthians 5:19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not
counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of
reconciliation.
1 Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for
his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out
of darkness into his marvelous light.
2 Corinthians 4:5 For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord,
with ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake.

As participants in the divine mission of God in Christ we must understand our
role and our place in the historical time line. Our understanding of where we
fit is what keeps our mission task from becoming overwhelming and
depressing. You and I share with God in finishing what he started in Christ.
Jesus is the one who did the hard part. He carried the sins of the world and
made the sacrifice for them. He solved the issues of hopelessness and
helplessness. He became the reigning Lord of Lords and King of Kings. He is
the good news and commanded his disciples (and us) to share the good news.
We must get this. We do not go into the world with problems for which there
are no answers. We go to the nations with the answer—Jesus.
We give a cup of water in his name. We give a sack of food in his name. We do
not focus on the bleakness of the need, but on the greatness of the answer.
Sure the work is hard, the lostness is dark, but we have the light. The light is
overcoming the darkness!!! We must remember that whatever is left to do is
not greater than what has been done in Jesus. Sure, there is great hurt in the
world, but there is greater hope in Jesus. We do not give up because the work
is challenging. We know that “the one who is in us is greater than the one in
the world.” God in Christ has solved the issues of the world. Through the Holy
Spirit we are empowered to go and share this good news that there is hope in
Jesus. It is our call to continue what God has started and accomplished by
telling the world—Jesus is the Savior of the World!!!

May 20 He is Lord
Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them
to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the
end of the age."
Colossians 1:13 He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us
to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of
sins. 15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by him
all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones
or dominions or rulers or authorities-- all things were created through him and for him.
17
And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head
of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in
everything he might be preeminent. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to
dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in
heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.

Most of us are convinced that God loves the world and this is important to
mission. We must also understand that Christ is Lord. Sometimes it seems like
the cosmic battle rages and we are not sure who is going to win. Or worse yet
we behave as if the outcome depends on us. We pray so hard, work diligently
and even stock pile resources as if we are going to run out. After all we must
be good stewards!
What is happening in our world is not a surprise to God. The world is his
creation and he reigns and rules. He is Lord. He has all authority. It is not an
accident that Jesus reminds his disciples of his authority before he
commissions them. We go with the understanding that God is not just in
charge of us but the entire world of heaven and earth. This increases the
significance of, “and I will be with you to the ends of the age.”
This missionary journey Jesus takes with us is backed by his Lordship and his
victory over all. This task is backed with all the resources of heaven and earth.
He must be amused at the pitiful excuses of why we can’t or won’t go when he
sees all he has done to provide the resources for us to go. May God in his grace
help us overcome our fears, our prejudices, and our limitations as we trust
Christ the Lord to provide all that is needed for us to reveal that he reigns on
earth as well as in heaven.

May 21 World Mission
Psalm 67:2 that your way may be known on earth, your saving power among all
nations.
Mark 16:15 And he said to them, "Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the
whole creation.
Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the
earth."
1 John 2:2 He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins
of the whole world. (1Jo 2:2 ESV)
Revelation 5:9 And they sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are you to take the scroll
and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for
God from every tribe and language and people and nation, 7:9 After this I looked, and
behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes
and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed
in white robes, with palm branches in their hands,

Jesus died for the sins of the world. This vision for the salvation of the world
that God shares with us will explode our mind and challenge our hearts to
think differently than ever before. That little band of disciples could hardly
comprehend what Jesus wanted them to do--share Jesus with the world. God
would push them from Galilee and prod them beyond their bigotry to the
Gentiles. They moved from self-centered to Christ-centered. Their focus was
no longer on the “here and now” but on eternity. In the few years that the book
of Acts spans, that early church moved from Jerusalem to the nations fulfilling
Acts 1:8. To be on mission for Christ is to have a vision for the world. Our
prayers for the lost will span from our neighbor next door to the millions of
lost in North Korea. We can never settle for anything less than sharing the
gospel with all the people of the world. May God give us a vision and strategy
to follow him that is global, placing us on mission to every part of our world—
Okmulgee, Oklahoma, the United States and the world. Set yourself a goal to do
missions in every place for God is there and at work.

May 22 Sent by the Spirit
John 14:16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with
you forever, 17 even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it
neither sees him nor knows him.
Acts 1:4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem,
but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, "you heard from me; 1:8 But
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." 2:4
And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the
Spirit gave them utterance. 4:31 And when they had prayed, the place in which they
were gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and
continued to speak the word of God with boldness. See also Acts 9:17, 13:9, 13:52
Ephesians 3:16 that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be
strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 5:18 And do not get
drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit,
1 Thessalonians 1:5 because our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in
power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction. You know what kind of men we
proved to be among you for your sake.
2 Timothy 1:7 for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and selfcontrol.

Standing between the gospels and the book of Acts are two central events.
There is the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus at the end of the gospels
and the gift of the Spirit at Pentecost in the beginning of the book of Acts. Jesus
knew the weakness of his disciples. He tried to encourage them and told them
of the coming gift of the Spirit, yet they could not make it in their own strength.
The disciples you find at the end of the end of the gospels and those you find in
the book of Acts are different men. Enter the Holy Spirit.
The energy, the power we have for this mission of God is God’s gift to us. The
victory, power and authority he won on the cross he invests in us through the
Spirit’s presence. The Spirit gives us fruit to fill our lives with grace, holiness,
kindness and joy. The Spirit empowers our deeds expressed through
perseverance, service and compassion. The Spirit empowers our words of
praise and witness to help others know Jesus. The Spirit empowers our work
with restoration of hope, transformation of lives, reconciliation of broken
relationships and other acts that reveal his power and glory. Let us humbly
pray and plead with God for the power of his Spirit to fill our hearts.

Journey to Refocused Prayer

Developing a depth in prayer that focuses on God’s will for eternity.

May 23 From I wish to All Prayer
Romans 12:12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer.
Ephesians 1:16 I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers,
6:18 praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end keep
alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints,
Colossians 1:9 And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you,
asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and
understanding, 4:2 Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with
thanksgiving.
1 Thessalonians 1:2 We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly
mentioning you in our prayers, 5:17 pray without ceasing,
2 Timothy 1:3 I thank God whom I serve, as did my ancestors, with a clear
conscience, as I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day.
James 4:2 You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain,
so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask.

How often do we see something and say, “I wish I had that.” Or we might say of
our church, “I wish our church would do this, or had this, or I would sure like
to see that happen in our church.” James describes the people who wish
instead of praying. They resort to violent means to get their will, yet still do
without. Put simply, “they do not have because they do not ask.” In the book
Pilgrim’s Progress a part of the believer’s armor is “all prayer.” Many places in
the Scriptures we find directions to pray without ceasing or to pray constantly.
In the book of Acts the word pray is used some 30 times to say nothing of the
times you find people in the act of praying when the word is not used. It was a
major focus of the life of that early church. God does not respond to our wants
or our wishes, but he does answer our prayers.
The prayers of those early saints were offered in solitude from the roof top and
in concert as the body joined to pray. Both are needed in our lives. Jesus
taught that if two agree on what they ask it will be done for them. From the
upper room with one accord they devoted themselves to prayer. And the
Spirit came!!!!

May 24 From Our Wants to God’s Purpose
Matthew 26:39 And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, "My
Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as
you will."
John 14:13 Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be
glorified in the Son.
Acts 16:25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God,
and the prisoners were listening to them,
Romans 1:10 always in my prayers, asking that somehow by God's will I may now at
last succeed in coming to you.
Colossians 1:9 And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you,
asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and
understanding,
Colossians 4:12 Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ Jesus, greets you,
always struggling on your behalf in his prayers, that you may stand mature and fully
assured in all the will of God.
Romans 8:26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what
to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep
for words. 27 And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit,
because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.
James 4:3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your
passions.

Just like we must discipline ourselves to die to our wants and desires in our
daily lives so must we do in our prayer life. James teaches us that not only
does God not give because we do not ask, but God withholds his hand when we
ask for the wrong reason-to consume or have for ourselves. Jesus prayed for
the will of the Father to be done. Jesus taught us to pray in his name, in
keeping with his character in order to see our prayers answered. Paul and
Silas praised God from prison—probably not what I would be saying to God.
The Spirit who helps us pray in the dark hours prays for us according the will
of God.
Maturity in prayer leads us to pray for the will of God in all things. Our prayer
becomes “your will be done on earth as in heaven.” Our prayer life is focused
on the will of God for our lives and our world. We must learn that prayer is
about getting what God wants for us and not what we want from God. This
prayer is born from our hunger to do God’s will that is handicapped by our
weakness.

May 25 From Temporal to Eternal
Matthew 9:38 therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers
into his harvest." 26:41 Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The
spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak."
Mark 11:25 And whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against
anyone, so that your Father also who is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses."
Romans 10:1 Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for them is that they may
be saved.
Ephesians 1:15 For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus
and your love toward all the saints, 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you,
remembering you in my prayers, 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 18
having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to
which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19
and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe,
according to the working of his great might
Philippians 1:9 And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with
knowledge and all discernment, 10 so that you may approve what is excellent, and so
be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that
comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. See alsoColossians 1:9f

How often do we get caught up in praying about things that are passing away
instead of praying for things that are eternal? Paul was a great prayer warrior
for those early believers and the early church. He helps us understand the
nature and challenge of praying for our eternal needs as contrasted with our
temporal needs. Paul never prays for safety or deliverance from hostile hands,
but he does pray for boldness and courage for God’s church. He often prays for
us to develop and grow in the things here on earth that we will share in
heaven. We must ask the question, “If God answers my prayer will it only be
good in this world or will it last for eternity?” This helps our prayer move
beyond the compassionate praying for earthly bodies to the passionate prayer
for eternal souls.
When the eternal things of God fill our heart, concern for the eternal things of
God will fill our prayers. What does your prayer list look like? Is it filled with
things that are earthly or eternal? Who benefits from your request—heaven or
earth? We pray as urged by Jesus, “Your kingdom come, your will be done on
earth as in heaven.”

May 26 From Conversation to Warrior
Luke 22:44 And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly; and his sweat became
like great drops of blood falling down to the ground. 22:46 and he said to them, "Why
are you sleeping? Rise and pray that you may not enter into temptation."
Acts 4:31 And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together
was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the
word of God with boldness.
Romans 8:26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what
to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep
for words. 15:30 I appeal to you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of
the Spirit, to strive together with me in your prayers to God on my behalf,
2 Corinthians 1:11 You also must help us by prayer, so that many will give thanks on
our behalf for the blessing granted us through the prayers of many.
Ephesians 6:18 praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To
that end keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints,
Colossians 4:12 Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ Jesus, greets you,
always struggling on your behalf in his prayers, that you may stand mature and fully
assured in all the will of God. See also 1 Thessalonians 3:10, James 5:17

Prayer is sometimes defined as conversation, talking to God. But is it more?
Can we always pray with casual conversations? Sometimes we can. As our
friend, there are things we share with God as we go through the day and this is
good. But we cannot always pray at such an elementary level. There are those
moments, those needs, those concerns and certain places in life that challenge
us to more intensity in our prayer. While in Colossae, Epaphras went to war
for the saints at Ephesus--the word struggle here describes hand to hand
combat.
Our heart for God, our passion for his work, our love for his church, our
concern for the saints, our desire to see the lost saved, our supplication for the
spiritual welfare of our families—these are the things that compel us to battle
in prayer. We become genuine prayer warriors for the kingdom. We have
learned and know that there are things that God does in response to the
prayers of his saints that do not happen any other way. Like Jacob at Jabbok,
we struggle in prayer to achieve the things God wants for us and our families.
We have learned to claim the promises, pray the scriptures, appeal to the heart
of God and all in the name of Jesus as we combat Satan for the will of God. This
is the prayer of the righteous man that avails much.
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ABC's of Becoming a Christian
Admit – Admit to God that we have sinned.
Romans 3:23 – For all have sinned and come short of the glory of
God.

Believe – Believe that Jesus Christ is God's Son and Accept God's gift of
forgiveness from sin.
John 3:16 – For God so loved the world that He gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
Confess – Confess your faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord
Romans 10:9-10 – That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.
Our Prayer – Dear Lord Jesus, I know that I have done wrong and I am a sinner. I
believe you died for me and want me to have eternal life. I ask you to forgive my
sins. I invite you to come into my life and to lead my life and give me eternal life.
Thank you for forgiving me and coming to live in my life. Amen.
You may pray this prayer at anytime, anyplace when God calls to your heart. When
you pray this prayer, please call us at First Baptist Church. We would love to hear
that you have made this decision and share your joy.

First Baptist Church
311 W. Fifth St.
Okmulgee, OK 74447
918-756-7880

