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5:30 PM 
Wonderful Food!  Great Fellowship! 
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Vision Shared 

 

NOVEMBER 

3RD 

Items we need are… 
canned green beans, canned corn, canned fruit, cranberries, stuffing,  

cornbread mix, chicken broth, evaporated milk, and canned pumpkin. 
 

You may give an offering and mark it “Thanksgiving” and it will be used to  
purchase food items.  Bring items to the Church anytime… 

There is a table by the office. 
 

DELIVERY DAY WILL BE NOVEMBER 23rd AT 10 AM 

MAKE PLANS TO BE THERE!!!  Don’t miss the blessing! 
 



PAGE  2  Pastor’s Pen... 

The View From Here … 

DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR 

 

B.A.L.L. Group Program/Luncheon                November 4 

Sr. Adults to tour Channel 6 in Tulsa                November 5 

Deacon’s Meeting                November 10 

Sr. Adult Game Night               November 11 

Vision Banquet                             November 17 

Thanksgiving Day               November 28 

Christmas Village              December 6-8 

LIFT Ladies Conference at FB                    February 1 
 

Found this in my devotions and thought everyone might like something a little lighter! 
Flying High  

"Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall."1 

 

In the devotional book, Today in the Word, the writer tells the fable about a frog and a duck who shared a pond. 

They developed a close friendship as they talked and played together. But when the hot summer sun began to 

evaporate the water in the pond, the duck decided to fly to a larger body of water. Not wanting to be left alone, 

the frog suggested that his friend and another duck hold a stick in their bills so he could hang onto it with his 

mouth. In that way they could all fly to another pond. 

 

As the three were flying high overhead a farmer looked up, saw the frog clinging to the stick by his mouth, and 

exclaimed, "What a brilliant idea! I wonder who thought of that?" Without hesitation the frog said, "I did!" And 

he was done! 

 

As we come into November and begin to think of things to be grateful for let us not forget how we got to the 

place we are now at….a prayer of thankfulness could sound like this…, 

“Dear Father, help me not to be carried away with pride, but let me be truly grateful to You and to all the people 

who contributed to my life and helped get me to where I am today….” 

 

Bro. Monty 

I am constantly amazed at how complicated some people tend to make life.  But it is not really all that complex. 

When we look at Scripture, it boils down to some simple choices.  We choose God or Satan. We choose right or 

wrong. We choose good or evil.  We choose love or hate.  We choose revenge or forgiveness.  We choose faith 

or doubt. We choose truth or a lie.  Complications come when we try to rationalize and find in-between choices.  

Compromise always makes things complicated.  Knowing what to do is not hard.  Doing what we know to do is 

hard.  The writer of Proverbs understands the dilemma.  He gives us wise words--”Trust in the LORD with all 

your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. 6 In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make 

straight your paths. 7 Be not wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD, and turn away from evil.’ (Pro 3:5 ESV)  God 

doesn’t need for us to figure him out—he has revealed himself to us!  He desires us to TRUST him and to  

FOLLOW him.  He wants us to LOVE him and OBEY him with all our hearts.  Obedience is simple and it is hard.  

Unfortunately the bend of our hearts is to rebellion and Satan encourages us to be wise in our own eyes.  In 

these days we need the deep rooted commitment of Joshua to help us—“ 

“But as for me and my house we will follow the Lord.” 

 

See You in Worship and Bible Study this week, 

 

Dennis 

November 3rd at 7:00 p.m. 



FBC Okmulgee Family, 

Normally in our newsletter every month, I talk about what has happened in the past month with our youth ministry and what is 

going on at BCM on OSU IT’s campus.  However, I want to talk about a topic that seems to have made our culture, and even Chris-

tians today, a little confused.  If you want to know how this month in ministry has gone, just ask me in person! God has done some 

AMAZING things this month!  But what I want to talk about is Kanye West and his decision to follow Christ.  

Kanye West is a household name in today’s culture and time.  If you have never heard of him before, he is a famous secular rapper 

and music artist, and is a “fashion icon” in today’s world.  In a nutshell, Kanye’s lifestyle was very worldly, and he was living a life 

and making music about sex, drugs, alcohol, money and fame.  However, about a week ago, he has now boldly proclaimed that he 

is a Christian and that “Jesus is King” in his life. 

With the media swarming and constantly asking him questions, it has caused a lot of confusion (not only to our culture, but to 

Christians as well) and people are constantly sharing their opinion on Kanye’s decision to follow Christ.  And from social media 

alone, I have seen two sides of opinions from Christians.   

On one side of the spectrum, there are Christians that are furious about what Kanye is saying.  They believe that this is all just for 

show and for media attention.  This group of people believe that Kanye was and is “too far gone” to ever believe in Jesus, and that 

he needs to stop telling people that he’s a Christian because it makes all Christians look bad.  On the opposite end of the spectrum, 

there are Christians that are praising Kanye for his decision.  As if he is this perfect person to follow, and now should be a leader 

in the Christian world.   

I hate to burst someone’s bubble, but opinions do not matter.  My opinion does not matter, and neither does yours, quite frankly.  

The only thing that matters is truth, and the truth is found in Scripture.  And what I wanted to do is to share a couple of verses 

from God’s word about new believers in Christ.   

If you are on the side of the spectrum where you believe Kanye should stop telling people that he is a Christian, I want to direct 

you to a few verses found in Philippians 1:15-18.  In this passage, we see Paul telling the Philippian church that everything that has 

happened in his life has ultimately allowed him to advance the gospel.  And starting in verse 15, he says, “It is true that some 

preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but others out of goodwill. The latter do so out of love, knowing that I am put here for the 

defense of the gospel.  The former preach Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing that they can stir up trouble for 

me while I am in chains. But what does it matter? The important thing is that in every way, whether from false motives or true, 

Christ is preached. And because of this I rejoice.” 

The first thing that we should do when reading this passage is to understand who wrote this.  When Paul wrote this, he was serving 

Christ day in and day out as a preacher and a missionary for Christ.  His past, however, was a different story.  He used to kill any-

one and everyone that claimed to be a Christian.  So, how does a person go from being a Christian murder to one of the greatest 

philosophers and missionaries to ever live on this planet?  The answer is the power of Jesus and the power of the resurrection.  

And that same power that changed Saul to Paul, is the same power that can change a big time celebrity like Kanye. 

Who are we to judge? We all have a past.  Paul had a past.  But from looking at this passage and looking at Kanye’s decision, in this 

moment in time, we need to have the same mentality as Paul: “But what does it matter?” Who cares if Kanye has good intentions or 

not? His phrase “Jesus is King” has exploded all over the world.  And I completely, 110% believe in that statement.  Jesus IS King! 

Christ is being preached, whether from false motives or from a true heart.  And we should be celebrating the fact that Jesus’ name 

is being broadcasted to the world as KING! 

With that being said, you might be on the other end of the spectrum and are praising Kanye for his decision to follow Christ.  And 

the thing is that we need to take caution here.  Are we praising Kanye for being a celebrity and fashion icon that decided to follow 

Jesus? Like putting a “cherry on top” of Kanye’s life?  Or are we praising the fact that Jesus has truly changed this man’s life?   

 

Let’s look at what Paul wrote to Timothy in 1 Timothy 3:6.  In this passage, we find Paul writing to Timothy and telling him the 

qualifications for leaders in the church.  And he says in verse 6, “He must not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited 

and fall under the same judgement as the devil.”  In other words, we don’t need to be putting Kanye on a pedestal, and placing him 

as this leader in the Christian community, just yet.  If so, then we essentially can give him a big head and he can eventually be do-

ing these things for the wrong reason.  Yes, he is very influential in today’s time, but he’s only been a Christian for a week.  There 

was a 3 year gap between Saul, the Christian murder, to Paul, the philosopher and missionary.  There needs to be some time for 

Kanye to bear and grow fruit from his own walk and relationship with Christ.  We don’t need to put him on a pedestal or in lead-

ership from the get go.  We need to give him time to mature his relationship with Christ. 

Overall, I believe that we as Christians need to do two things in dealing with this topic.  The first is to not compare ourselves to 

Kanye.  Whether you think that you are a “better person” than him, or you think that since he’s a believer in Christ, it gives us an 

excuse to live a life like he has, there is no need or room to play the comparison game. (With anyone for that matter.) It’s never 

been about me, it’s never been about you, it’s never been about a celebrity, but it’s always been and forever will be about Jesus 

and what he has done for every single one of us! The second thing is that we need to pray for our brother, Kanye.  Pray that he 

continues this walk in faith, and that his actions start to speak louder than his words.  How powerful and incredible would it be for 

a man such as Kanye to boldly proclaim the name of Jesus?  How great is our God! But, even if this is all for show and for media 

attention, the phrase “Jesus is King” has been seen by millions and millions of people.  What an incredible opportunity we have, as 

believers, to follow up with that phrase and to show the world that Jesus really IS king! 

Love you all! 

-Josh Donato 
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P.O. Box 248 

5th and Seminole 

Okmulgee, Oklahoma 74447 

Okmulgee’s First Baptist 

Church 

Phone: 918-756-7880 

Fax: 918-756-0200 

CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor 

Dennis Taylor 
dennis@fbcokmulgee.org 

 

 

Minister of Music & Worship 

Monty Wright 
monty@fbcokmulgee.org 

 

 

Student Pastor 

Josh Donato 
joshdonato@fbcokmulgee.org 

 

 

Ministry Assistant 

Jayme Hankins 
jayme@fbcokmulgee.org 

 

 
Weekday Preschool Director 

Brooke Provence 
preschool@fbcokmulgee.org 

 

If you would like to share a 

prayer request with our email 

prayer chain, please call the 

Church office of send a request 

to jayme@fbcokmulgee.org 

Mission Statement: 

To glorify God by leading  

people to become mature  

believers in Christ. 

NOVEMBER EXTENDED SESSION 

PLEASE CONTACT JAYME AT THE OFFICE OR JANET IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO WORK YOUR SUNDAY 

 BABIES - ONES TWOS THREES -FOURS 

Sunday Morning Worship may be 

viewed Live on fbcokmulgee.org 

each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. 

Church office hours:  
Monday-Thursday 8:30 am-4:00 pm  

Friday: 8:30 am -Noon 

3 Laura Talbot Janet Taylor Marilyn White/Joyce Thomas 

    

10 Kris Siegenthaler Kim Priegel Janet Taylor 

    

 17 Ginny Holder Kim Priegel Pam & Larry Waddell 

 Lawana Giddings   

    

  24 Don and Bev Henson Janet Taylor Randy & Julie Weatherford 

    

November 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 
Lead Team 

Meeting  
4:00 p.m. 

Missions Lead 

Team 

6:00 p.m. 

Lord’s Supper 
7:00 p.m. 

4 

B.A.L.L. 
Group 

Program 
Luncheon 
11:00 a.m. 

5 
8:45 a.m. 
Sr. Adults  
To Tour  
Channel 6 
 
Properties 
Committee 
5:30 p.m. 

6 7 
 
Singing 
Churchmen 
Churchwomen 
Orchestra 
FBC, Edmond 
7:00 p.m. 

8 9 
 
 
 
 
Victims  
Impact 
Panel 
3:30 p.m. 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
Deacon’s 
Meeting 
7:00 p.m. 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
Sr. Adult 
Game Night 
6-8 p.m. 

12 13 14 15 16 

17 
Happy  

Birthday 

Josh!!! 

 

Vision  
Banquet 

5:30 p.m. 

18 19 20 
 
 
 
 
 
Finance 
Committee 
7:00 p.m. 

21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

Office Closed 


