
DON’T STOP BELIEVIN!           JULY 9, 2017 

 
WE ALL STRUGGLE WITH BELIEVING! - PASTORS TOO! 

 
QUESTION: WHAT IS IT…THAT YOU JUST CAN’T BELIEVE WILL HAPPEN? 

MARRIAGE     MONEY     KID PROBLEMS 
 

DISCIPLES STUGGLED BELIEVING!         SCARY BIG PROBLEM! 
 

Mark 9:16-18 (ERV) 
…“Teacher, I brought my son to you. He is controlled by an evil spirit that keeps him from 

talking. The spirit attacks him and throws him on the ground. He foams at the mouth, 
grinds his teeth, and becomes very stiff. 

I asked your followers to force the evil spirit out, but they could not.” 
	

JESUS RESPONSE?     PATIENT?    UNDERSTANDING? 
 

Mark 9:19 (NIV) 
19 “You unbelieving generation,” Jesus replied, “how long shall I stay with you? 

How long shall I put up with you?  Bring the boy to me.” 
 

PREVIOUS RECENT MIRACLES:  FEEDING THOUSANDS.  DEAF & BLIND MAN! 
 

21 Jesus asked the boy’s father, “How long has he been like this?” 
“From childhood,” he answered. 22 “It has often thrown him into fire or water to kill him. 

But if you can do anything, take pity on us and help us.” 
 

JESUS RESPONSE?	
 

23 “‘If you can’?” said Jesus. “Everything is possible for one who believes.” 
 

24 Immediately the boy’s father exclaimed, “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!” 
	

I BELIEVE…BUT HELP ME IN MY WEAKNESS! 
 

25 When Jesus saw that a crowd was running to the scene, he rebuked the impure 
spirit…he said, “I command you, come out of him and never enter him again.” 



26 The spirit shrieked, convulsed him violently and came out. The boy looked so much like a 
corpse that many said, “He’s dead.” 27 

But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him to his feet, and he stood up. 
	

SPOOKY MOVIE STUFF!      TRIP YOU OUT!      POWERFUL! 
28 After Jesus had gone indoors, his disciples asked him privately, (EMBARRASED) 

“Why couldn’t we drive it out?” 
29 He replied, “This kind (BIG SCARY) can come out only by prayer.” 

JESUS :  WHEN FACING SCARY BIG PROBLEMS …PRAY! 
 

I’VE THOUGHT:    WHY COULDN’T DISCIPLES DO IT? 
 

BATTERY DEAD ON BOAT!        STAY HOOKED TO CHARGER! 
 

John 15:5 (ERV) 
“I am the vine, and you are the branches. If you stay joined to me, and I to you, you will 

produce plenty of fruit. But separated from me you won’t be able to do anything. 
 
 

Eph. 3:19 (NLT) 
May you experience the love of Christ, though it is so great you will never fully understand it. 

Then you will be filled with the fullness of life and power that comes from God. 
 
 
 


