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TOUGH TIMES…. SET UP THE GREAT COMEBACKS! 
 

QUOTE:  “You never know what life will throw your way.” 
 
 
 

EXTREME SITUATIONS…HOW DO YOU SURVIVE?     HOW DO YOU COMEBACK? 
 

BIBLE HELPS US…    STORY OF SURVIVAL AND A GREAT COMEBACK: 
 

DANIEL 3:1-7 
King Nebuchadnezzar built a gold statue, ninety feet high and nine feet thick…He then ordered all the 

important leaders in the province, everybody who was anybody, to the dedication ceremony of the statue.  
"Attention, everyone! Every race, color, and creed, listen! When you hear the band strike up—fall to your 

knees and worship the gold statue that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. Anyone who does not kneel and 
worship shall be thrown immediately into a roaring furnace." 

 The band started to play, a huge band equipped with all the musical instruments of Babylon, and everyone—
every race, color, and creed—fell to their knees and worshiped the gold statue that King Nebuchadnezzar 

had set up.  
 

1. WE ARE ALL TEMPTED TO BOW DOWN!       
• NOT A STATUE…BUT TO OUR SITUATIONS!     BIGGER THAN A STATUE!  
 

 
 

2.   COMMITMENT IN THE FACE OF A WORST CASE SCENARIO. 
 

THINGS GO WRONG…WE BAIL OUT!       GIVE UP ON GOD! 
 

Daniel 3:16-18 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered King Nebuchadnezzar, "Your threat means nothing to us. If 
you throw us in the fire, the God we serve can rescue us from your roaring furnace and anything else you 
might cook up. But even if he doesn't, it wouldn't make a bit of difference. We still wouldn't serve your 

gods or worship the gold statue you set up."   
 

CIRCUMSTANCES DID NOT DETERMINE HOW THEY LIVED LIFE! 
 

Nebuchadnezzar, his face purple with anger, cut off Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. He ordered the 
furnace fired up seven times hotter than usual. He ordered some strong men from the army to tie them up, 

hands and feet, and throw them into the roaring furnace.  
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, bound hand and foot, fully dressed from head to toe, were pitched into 

the roaring fire. Because the king was in such a hurry and the furnace was so hot, flames from the furnace 
killed the men who carried Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego to it… 

 Suddenly King Nebuchadnezzar jumped up in alarm and said, "Didn't we throw three men, bound hand and 
foot, into the fire?"     "That's right, O king," they said. 

 "But look!" he said. "I see four men, walking around freely in the fire, completely unharmed!  
And the fourth man looks like a son of the gods!" 

 

3.  GOD WALKS WITH US!  IN THE MIDST OF THE FIRE…TRIAL…COMEBACK! 
 



26 Nebuchadnezzar went to the door of the roaring furnace and called in, "Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, servants of the High God, come out here!"   

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego walked out of the fire. 
 All the important people, the government leaders and king's counselors, gathered around to examine them 
and discovered that the fire hadn't so much as touched the three men—not a hair singed, not a scorch mark 

on their clothes, not even the smell of fire on them! 
 

WHEN WE REFUSE TO BOW---HE MEETS YOU IN THE FURNACE! 
 

EVERY DAY YOU ARE GIVEN AN OPTION—WILL I BOW OR WILL I STAND? 
 

WILL I TRUST GOD FOR THE COMEBACK? 
 

PRACTICE IN THE SMALL….    PREPARES FOR THE BIG! 
 

Daniel 1:12-16 
Please test your servants for ten days: Give us nothing but vegetables to eat and water to drink. 13 Then 
compare our appearance with that of the young men who eat the royal food, and treat your servants in 

accordance with what you see." 14 So he agreed to this and tested them for ten days. 
15 At the end of the ten days they looked healthier and better nourished than any of the young men who ate 
the royal food. 16 So the guard took away their choice food and the wine they were to drink and gave them 

vegetables instead. 
 

DISCIPLINED DUDES! 
1TI 4:7-8 

Spend your time and energy in training yourself for spiritual fitness.  Physical exercise has some value, but 
spiritual exercise is much more important, for it promises a reward in both this life and the next.  

 
 

AT YOUR WEAKEST—HE IS STRONGEST! 
2 Corinthians 12:8-10 

Three different times I begged the Lord to take it away. Each time he said, “My grace is all you need. My 
power works best in weakness.” So now I am glad to boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of 
Christ can work through me. That’s why I take pleasure in my weaknesses, and in the insults, hardships, 

persecutions, and troubles that I suffer for Christ. For when I am weak, then I am strong.  
 
 

IN THE FIRE OF LIFE…KEEP FIGHTING!     TRUST HIM FOR THE COMEBACK! 
 

2TI 4:7 
I have fought a good fight, I have finished the race, and I have kept the faith. 

 
 


