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What is really IMPORTANT? 
 
Matthew 22:37-39 (NLT) 
Jesus replied, “‘You must love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, all your soul, and all your mind.’ This is the first and 
greatest commandment. A second is equally important: 
‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
 
GOD’S WILL …RELATIONSHIPS! 
 
Geneis 2:18 
And the LORD God said, "It is not good for the man to be 
alone. I will make a companion who will help him." 
 
Genesis 3:8-9(TLB) 
That evening they heard the sound of the Lord God walking 
in the garden; and they hid themselves among the trees. The 
Lord God called to Adam, “Why are you hiding?” 
 
YOU CAN NOT FACE LIFE ALONE! 
 
Ecclesiastes 4:10 (CEV) 
If you fall, your friend can help you up. But if you fall without 
having a friend… you are really in trouble. 
 
GOD IS COMMITTED TO RELATIONSHIPS! 
 
Luke 19:1-3 (TLB) 
As Jesus was passing through Jericho, a man named 
Zacchaeus, one of the most influential Jews in the Roman 
tax-collecting business (and, of course, a very rich man), he 
tried to get a look at Jesus, but he was too short to see over 



the crowds. 
 
 
Luke 19:4-5 (TLB) 
So he ran ahead and climbed into a sycamore tree beside 
the road, to watch from there. 
When Jesus came by, he looked up at Zacchaeus and called 
him by name! “Zacchaeus!” 
 
1. RECOGNIZE someone or something about someone! 
 
Luke 19:5 (TLB) 
“Zacchaeus!” he said. “Quick! Come down! For I am going to 
be a guest in your home today!” 
 
Luke 19:6 (TLB) 
Zacchaeus hurriedly climbed down and took Jesus to his 
house in great excitement and joy. 
 
2. REACH OUT! 
 
Luke 19:7 (TLB) 
But the crowds were displeased. “He has gone to be the 
guest of a notorious sinner,” they grumbled. 
 
Matthew 9:12-13 (MSG) 
Jesus, overhearing, shot back, “Who needs a doctor: the 
healthy or the sick? Go figure out what this Scripture means: 
‘I’m after mercy, not religion.’ I’m here to invite outsiders, 
notcoddle insiders.” 
 
3. RISK!—Everyone wants someone to RISK IT! 
 
John 13:34-35 (MSG) 
“Let me give you a new command: Love one another. In the 
same way I loved you, you love one another. This is how 
everyone will recognize that you are my disciples—when 



they see the love you have for each other.” 
 
THERE IS NO FRIENDSHIP WITHOUT RISK! 
RISK IS NOT EASY—BUT IT HAS GREAT POTENTIAL! 
 
Luke 19:8-10 (TLB) 
Meanwhile, Zacchaeus stood before the Lord and said, “Sir, 
from now on I will give half my wealth to the poor, and if I 
find I have overcharged anyone on his taxes, I will penalize 
myself by giving him back four times as much!” 
Jesus told him, “This shows that salvation has come to this 
home today. This man was one of the lost sons of Abraham, 
and I, the Messiah, have come to search for and to save such 
souls as his.” 
 
James 5:16(ERV) 
…pray for each other. Do this so that God can heal you… 


