
16th Annual 
Steps of Success 5K Run/Walk
September 12th, 2026
Downtown Nashville - John Lewis & Demonbreun St.
(7:30 AM - 5K Start)

2026
Sponsorship Opportunities

Charity Beneficiary



OUR MISSION:
IGNITE (PURPOSE), INSPIRE (SUCCESS) AND TRANSFORM THE

LIVES OF COLLEGIATE STUDENTS AND YOUTH LIVING IN
UNDERSERVED COMMUNITITES

MORE THAN A RACE... 
A PATHWAY TO SUCCESS

OUR V IS ION

"Cultivating future leaders and a highly capable
workforce to positively impact the community and the

world!"



Every Step Counts — Because Every Student Matters

More than a decade ago, Demetrius Short crossed a graduation stage as the first in his immediate
family to earn a college degree—a milestone not marked by ease, but by endurance.

As a student at Fisk University in the early 1990s, Demetrius faced the kind of adversity that
derails many: no scholarship, no car, little food, and nights spent sleeping on a dorm director’s
couch or a friend’s floor. Yet every morning, dressed in a suit and carrying a briefcase, he walked
3.1 miles from campus to his downtown internship, determined not to become another dropout
statistic.

Years later, while retracing that same path, Demetrius had a divine moment—an encounter with
God that would change everything. With tears in his eyes, he asked, “Why did I have to go
through this?” And God replied, “Every step you took was a step toward your success.”
That revelation birthed a movement.

Demetrius committed to running a 5K in a full suit and sneakers as a symbolic tribute to his
journey—transforming his past pain into a pathway for others. From that vow came the Steps of
Success 5K, now celebrating its 15th year, and the founding of the Pathway to Success Leadership
Academy, an initiative equipping underserved students with the tools, mentorship, and mindset
to succeed in college, career, and life.

Why We Run
The Steps of Success 5K is more than a race. It’s a powerful, community-driven experience that
transforms footsteps into futures. Each step taken helps young leaders outrun barriers like food
insecurity, financial hardship, academic instability, and lack of access to opportunity.
Now more than ever, in today’s challenging educational and economic climate, our work must go
further. The demand is real. The need is urgent. And the opportunity to make a lasting difference
is in your hands.

Join the Movement
You can help pave the way for the next generation of leaders.
By becoming a sponsor, donor, or participant in the 15th Annual Steps of Success 5K and 1 Mile
Family Fun Run/Walk, you’re not just supporting an event—you’re fueling a mission. A mission to
ensure that no student walks alone in their pursuit of purpose.
Let’s take these steps together. Because every stride we take today leads to someone’s success
tomorrow.

OUR STORY



16th Annual Steps of Success 5K and 1 Mile Family Fun Run/Walk

Saturday, September 12th, 2026
Downtown Nashville - John Lewis & 
Demonbreun Street

6:00 AM - Registration Open
7:10 AM - Pre-Race Warmup
7:30 AM - 5K Start
7:40 AM - 1 Mile Fun Run/Walk Start

Your sponsorship investment creates a "Pathway To Success" for
hundreds of underserved youth and collegiate students who
participate in our life changing programs - FREE!

EVENT TIMELINE

EVENT DETAILS



OUR GOALS

$80,000
TO SUPPORT OUR NON-PROFIT

CHARITY

5 K  F U N D R A I S I N G  G O A L  - 2 0 2 6  



Exclusive Naming rights “[Your company] Steps of Success 5K run/walk
Speaking opportunity and verbal recognit ion on race day
[Your Company]  on large Steps of Success 5K Scholarship checks presented
on race day
Company logo included on 5K:

       Race t-shirt  (Most prominent)
       Runner Race Bibs
       Main Event Banner + Start/Finish Shute
       Email  and social media posts
       Website with l ink to your company website

Vendor Booth prominently located in the vendor pavi l ion
Company volunteer opportunit ies at 5k
15 Complimentary race entr ies for your company
Post race branding and workshop opportunit ies with Pathway To Success
Leadership Academy and Brown Boys Read Init iat ive

$ 2 0 , 0 0 0 +  -  T I T L E  S P O N S O R

Exclusive Naming rights “1 Mile Family Fun Run/Walk presented by [your company]”
Speaking opportunity and verbal recognit ion on race day
1 Mi le Course marked with [Your Company] name/logo
Company logo included on 5K:

       Race t-shirt  (2nd most prominent)
       Runner Race Bibs
       Main Event Banner + Start/Finish Shute
       Email  and social media posts
       Website with l ink to your company website

Vendor Booth prominently located in the vendor pavi l ion
Company volunteer opportunit ies at 5k
10 complimentary race entr ies 

$ 1 5 , 0 0 0  -  1  M I L E  F U N  R U N / W A L K  P R E S E N T I N G  S P O N S O R

Exclusive Naming rights "pathway to success" sponsor presented by [your company]
Couch to 5K Training Sponsor leading up to the race
Company logo included on 5K:

       T-shirt
       Email  and social media posts
       Sponsor banner
       Event webpage with l ink to your company website

Vendor Booth located in the vendor pavi l ion
Company volunteer opportunit ies at 5k
5 complimentary race entr ies

$ 1 0 , 0 0 0  -  " P A T H W A Y  T O  S U C C E S S "  T R A I N I N G  S P O N S O R



Exclusive Naming rights for t-shirt sponsor presented by  [your company]
Company logo included on 5K:

       T-shirt
       Email  and social media posts
       Sponsor banner
       Event webpage

Vendor Booth located in the vendor pavi l ion
Company volunteer opportunit ies at 5k
3 complimentary race entr ies

$ 5 , 0 0 0  -  T - S H I R T  S P O N S O R

 pre-race event + warm-up sponsor  [your company]
Sponsor the pre-race registrat ion + warm-up experience on race day
Stage recognit ion throughout the 6:45 AM - 7:40 AM pre-race event
Company logo included on 5K:

       T-shirt
       Email  and social media posts
       Sponsor banner
       Event webpage

Vendor Booth located in the vendor pavi l ion
Company volunteer opportunit ies at 5k
3 complimentary race entr ies

$ 2 , 5 0 0  -  " T R A N S F O R M "  P R E - R A C E  S P O N S O R

Exclusive Naming rights "finisher medal" presented by [your company]
Company logo included on 5K:

       F inisher Medal
       T-shirt
       Email  and social media posts
       Sponsor banner
       Event webpage

Vendor Booth located in the vendor pavi l ion
Company volunteer opportunit ies at 5k
5 complimentary race entr ies

$ 6 , 0 0 0  -  F I N I S H E R  M E D A L  S P O N S O R



water station presented by [your company]
 Company signage at water stat ion
 Company logo included on 5K:

       T-shirt
       Social media post
       Sponsor banner
       Event webpage 

Vendor Booth located in the vendor pavi l ion
Company volunteer opportunit ies at 5k
2 complimentary race entr ies

$ 2 , 0 0 0  -  " I N S P I R E "  W A T E R  S T A T I O N  S P O N S O R  ( 2  A V A I L . )

mile marker 1, 2 and/or 3 presented by [your company]
Company signage at 1 ,  2 or 3 mile markers on the race course
Company logo included on 5K:

       T-shirt
       Social media post
       Sponsor banner
       Event webpage 

Vendor Booth located in the vendor pavi l ion
Company volunteer opportunit ies at 5k
2 complimentary race entr ies

$ 1 , 0 0 0  -  " I G N I T E "  M I L E  M A R K E R  S P O N S O R  ( 6  A V A I L . )

showcase your business on a yard sign located on the pathway to the start/finish line
Company logo included on 5K:

       Yard Sign
       T-shirt

  Vendor Booth located in the vendor pavi l ion
  Company volunteer opportunit ies at 5k 

$ 5 0 0  -  " S U C C E S S "  S P O N S O R

showcase your business, products and services
10 x 10 booth space in the vendor pavi l ion (Note: You must provide your own table + tent)
Opportunity to put col lateral in race goodie bags

$ 2 5 0 -  V E N D O R  B O O T H



THANK YOU!
WWW.TRANSFORMATIONLIFECENTER.ORG

WWW.STEPSOFSUCCESS5K.ORG

CONTACT:
DEMETRIUS SHORT

 DSHORT@TRANSFORMATIONLIFECENTER.ORG
615-997-6841
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