
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8-week Summer Devotional 
 

 

How to use this devotional  
 
• Start the week of June 5th  
• End the week of July 24th  
• Do one session a week  
• Do them as a family  
• Share with Shannon how things are going on a regular basis!  
  



Joshua Challenged the People (Joshua 23–24) 
Week of June 5th-11th 

 

Read Psalm 77:14 as a family  
 
Joshua was getting along in years, so he gathered the people at the place where God had 
made a promise to Abraham. (See Gen. 12:6-7.) Joshua wanted the people to remember and to 
live based on what they knew to be true about God: God can be trusted. He is good, and He is 
faithful. 

Joshua issued a challenge: “Be very strong and continue obeying all that is written in the book 
of the law of Moses.” Reading, studying, and obeying God’s Word is a mark of belief in God. 
Joshua reminded the people that they were successful over their enemies because of their 
obedience to God. Joshua also gave the Israelites a warning. Just as all the good things God 
promised had been fulfilled, so would all the bad things He promised if the Israelites disobeyed 
Him. 

Further, Joshua reminded the leaders of their nations’ history—from the birth of Isaac to Israel’s 
escape from Egypt. Over and over, God had demonstrated His power and goodness to the 
Israelites. Their ancestors had repeatedly turned from God to worship the false gods of other 
nations. Joshua said, “Choose for yourselves today: Which will you worship … As for me and 
my family, we will worship the LORD” (Josh. 24:15). 

The Israelites had a choice: Continue to worship God or choose to serve other gods. In 
response to God’s faithfulness to His promises, the Israelites renewed their covenant to be 
faithful to the Lord. 

As you share the story of Joshua’s legacy with kids, point them to a greater legacy found in 
Jesus Christ. Jesus gave a similar type of farewell speech at the Last Supper, exhorting His 
disciples to not only love God but love one another. After His resurrection, Jesus sent His 
disciples out to tell the nations about Him. Jesus calls all people who trust in Him to tell others 
about Him. 

FAMILY TALKING POINTS 
 

CHRIST CONNECTION 
 

● Babies & Toddlers: Jesus told the disciples to obey Him by telling others about Him. 
● Younger Preschool: Joshua told the Israelites to obey God. Jesus told the disciples to 

obey Him by telling others about Him. 
● Older Preschool: Before Joshua died, he left the Israelites with a task: obey God. After 

Jesus’ death and resurrection, Jesus appeared to His disciples and left them with a task: 
obey Him by telling others about Him. 



● Kids: As Joshua prepared for his own death, he left behind a legacy of obedience to 
God. After Jesus’ death and resurrection, He appeared to the disciples and left them 
with a legacy: to obey Him by making disciples of all nations. 

 
BIG PICTURE QUESTION  

 
• What is a miracle?  

 
PRAYER TIME 

 
• Spend time praying as a family. Write down prayer requests if needed  

 
 
Next Week: God’s Miracles Prove Who He Is (Mark 16) 
 
 
  



God’s Miracles Prove Who He Is (Mark 16) 
Week of June 12th-18th  

 
Read Mark 16:1-8 as a family  

 
The Bible is a supernatural book filled with accounts of supernatural events. Dozens of miracles 
are recorded in the Bible. Each miracle points to a greater reality and reveals to us what God is 
like.  

In the story of Israel’s crossing the Jordan, we see how God hears our cries and provides for us 
in miraculous ways. Throughout Israel’s history, we see miracles that reveal the kind of God we 
serve: a God who is close; a God who sees, hears, and acts. 

In his book Miracles, C.S. Lewis said, "The central miracle asserted by Christians is the 
Incarnation. They say that God became Man. Every other miracle prepares the way for this, or 
results from this." 

All of Scripture reveals the kind of God who comes close, who miraculously took on flesh and 
lived a perfect life among us. God the Son died in our place and rose from the dead. In His 
death, He conquered both sin and death. He came back to life and ascended to the right hand 
of the Father, where He lives to make intercession for us. (Heb. 7:25) We should be moved 
when we consider that not only do we have a God who hears us, but who sees us, lived among 
us, and lives to make intercession for us. 

Through the miracle of Christ’s finished work, we can be forgiven and reconciled to God. We 
who were far off and without hope in this life have hope because of the miraculous birth, life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus. 

 
FAMILY TALKING POINTS 

 
CHRIST CONNECTION 

 
● Babies & Toddlers: God raised Jesus from the dead. Jesus is alive. 
● Younger Preschool: God raised Jesus from the dead to prove He is the Son of God 

who rescues us from sin. 
● Older Preschool: Jesus died on the cross for our sins, but He rose from the dead and is 

alive! God raised Jesus from the dead to prove He is the Son of God who rescues us 
from sin. 

● Kids: Jesus died on the cross for our sins, but He didn’t stay dead. God was pleased 
with Jesus’ sacrifice and miraculously raised Jesus from the dead to prove He is the Son 
of God and salvation is found in Him. 
 
 



BIG PICTURE QUESTION  
 

• What do miracles teach us about God?  
 
 

PRAYER TIME 
 

• Spend time praying as a family. Write down prayer requests if needed  
 
 
Next week: The People Kept Sinning (Judges 2) 
 
  



The People Kept Sinning (Judges 2) 
Week of June 19th-25th  

 
Read Romans 6:23 as a family  
 
In the Book of Judges, we see a cycle of sin, oppression, repentance, rescue, obedience, and 
then back to sin. The condition of man's heart when left to himself will "do what is right in his 
own eyes" (Judges 21:25). Our own hearts lead us to sinful behavior that leads to enslavement 
to sin. Judges reveals who we are apart from God's grace. 

The Book of Judges also uncovers what God is like. He is rich in love and quick to restore those 
who turn to Him. He is gracious; every time the people of Israel repented and turned from their 
sins, He sent deliverance. He restored Israel from the edge of destruction. God also revealed 
Himself as able to save no matter how difficult or deep the captivity. In fact, we see God's mercy 
clearly when He sent the judge Samson when the people didn't even ask for deliverance. In 
these warrior-deliver stories, God showed that what His people really needed was a king— not 
just any king but a perfect king who would rule His people with perfect justice and mercy.  

It is easy for us as modern readers to judge the people of Israel harshly. How could they turn 
away from a God who delivered them from their enemies over and over again? But how easy is 
it for us to be tempted away from love for God and love created things more than the Creator?  

What gives us hope and comfort is that in a world where it feels like there is chaos all around 
us, we know that God in His mercy is a God who rescues. He didn't send a flawed warrior to 
deliver us from the effects of our sin temporarily. He sent His only Son to defeat sin and death 
and restore the relationship that sinners could never fix on their own.  

 
FAMILY TALKING POINTS 

 
CHRIST CONNECTION 

 
● Babies & Toddlers: Jesus rescues us from sin and changes our hearts. 
● Younger Preschool: God sent His Son, Jesus, to save us from sin and change our 

hearts to want to obey Him.  
● Older Preschool: After God’s people sinned, the judges helped God’s people obey God 

again. But the judges could not change the people’s hearts and make them love God. 
God had a plan. He sent His Son, Jesus, to change His people’s hearts and save them 
from sin forever. 

● Kids: The judges saved the people from the consequences of their sin, but not the 
cause of it. God’s plan was to one day send a true Deliverer—Jesus, His own Son—to 
be the King of His people. Jesus saves people from sin forever. 

 



 
BIG PICTURE QUESTION 

 
• What is the punishment for sin? 

 
PRAYER TIME 

 
• Spend time praying as a family. Write down prayer requests if needed  

 
Next week: God Used Samson (Judges 13–16) 
  



God Used Samson (Judges 13–16) 
Week of June 26th-July 2nd  

 
Read Judges 16:28-30 as a family  
 
Samson is one of those characters in the Bible you don't easily forget. He was strong, 
handsome, successful, and blind. He is what in literature is called an anti-type. He is a type of 
Christ in all the wrong ways. Samson was consecrated from an early age yet disobeyed his 
covenant promises and dishonored his parents. When tempted, he gave in rather than resisting. 

Before Samson was physically blinded, he was blind to his weakness and to the source of his 
strength. Samson should have turned the nation's eyes from themselves and pointed them to 
God; instead, he lived for his own appetite by doing what is right in his own eyes. God used him 
despite his flaws and failures. The sad reality of Samson's life was that it wasn't until he was 
captured by his enemies who gouged out his physical eyes that he truly started to “see.” 

Unlike Samson, Jesus came into the world not "to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as 
a ransom for many" (Matt. 20:28). Jesus not only obeyed His Father but obeyed in such a way 
that we have a model for what obedience to God looks like.  

Jesus is more than a model; He is also our substitute who lived a perfect life and died in our 
place for our disobedience. He, like Samson, placed His hand on the twin pillars of sin and 
death and destroyed them. But unlike Samson, Jesus didn't stay dead. He lives, and He opens 
the eyes of those who are blind to see the beauty of God in the face of Christ. 

This week, pray that God will open the eyes of kids you lead so that they would see Jesus as 
more beautiful than anything else. Pray that rather than running from Him and doing what is 
right in their own eyes, they will run to Jesus and find mercy in time of need. (Heb. 4:16) 

 
FAMILY TALKING POINTS 

 
CHRIST CONNECTION 

 
● Babies & Toddlers: Jesus died and rose again to rescue God’s people from sin and 

give them life with God forever. 
● Younger Preschool: God sent Samson to help His people. God sent Jesus to die and 

rise again to rescue God’s people from sin and give them life with God forever. 
● Older Preschool: Samson died because of his sin, but God used Samson’s death to 

help His people. Samson reminds us of Jesus. Jesus never sinned, but He died for our 
sin. Jesus died and rose again to rescue God’s people from sin and give them life with 
God forever. 

● Kids: Samson’s sin led to his own death, but God used his death to save the Israelites 
from their enemies. Samson’s story reminds us of Jesus. Jesus never sinned, but God 



sent Him to die on the cross and rise again to rescue people from sin and give them 
eternal life. 

 
BIG PICTURE QUESTION  

How are we rescued from sin?  
 

PRAYER TIME 
 

• Spend time praying as a family. Write down prayer requests if needed  
 
Next week: God Provided for Ruth (Ruth) 
 
 
  



God Provided for Ruth (Ruth) 
Week of July 3rd-9th  

Read Ruth 4:5-6 as a family  
 
The story of Ruth is an incredible story. We see how gracious and good God is. We see the 
providential care God has for a woman who was not Jewish. She was from Moab—a 
descendant of Lot, not a child of Abraham. Yet, she became a recipient of God's promise to 
Abraham because salvation is a gift and is received by faith.  

Ruth was married to a Hebrew man who died. She returned to Israel from Moab with her 
mother-in-law. Ruth was an outsider, a woman without a husband in a land that was not her 
own. Ruth was vulnerable, but what we see so beautifully in her story is that God protected her 
and provided for her. In the middle of a famine, God provided food to sustain Ruth. God did 
more than that; He ultimately provided a husband who redeemed her and saved her from 
destruction.  

Ruth is a picture of what it looks like to trust God in the hard seasons of life. The story of Ruth is 
the story of you and me. We are outsiders who have no hope in a world cursed by sin. But God 
did not leave us that way. He provides for us, sustains us, and ultimately redeems us through 
Jesus.  

Ruth brought nothing to her relationship with Boaz but her own need. Boaz saw Ruth, loved her, 
and redeemed her. From this loving act of redemption, it was from the family of their great-
grandson that Jesus would come into the world and in His great love for people, redeem all who 
put their trust in Him alone.  

God shows us His desire to redeem all those who belong to Him by including Ruth in the 
lineage of Jesus. Remember that in Jesus, we have hope no matter how hopeless our situation 
looks. Jesus is more than just a friend. He is our kinsman-redeemer. 

CHRIST CONNECTION 
This is the big idea of how this week’s Bible story points to Jesus. 

 
● Babies & Toddlers: God sent Jesus to be our Redeemer. 
● Younger Preschool: Boaz was a family redeemer. He helped his family. Jesus is our 

Redeemer. Jesus helps us by saving us from our sin. 
● Older Preschool: Boaz was a family redeemer. He helped his close relatives. Boaz 

bought back what his relatives lost. Jesus is our Redeemer. He bought our salvation by 
dying on the cross for our sin. 

● Kids: Boaz was a family redeemer. He helped his close relatives who were in trouble. 
Boaz cared for Ruth and Naomi because their husbands had died. In a similar way, 
Jesus is our Redeemer. We need help because we sin. Jesus bought our salvation for 
us by taking our punishment when He died on the cross. 

 
 



BIG PICTURE QUESTION 
 

• What does the word “redeem” mean?  
 

PRAYER TIME 
 

• Spend time praying as a family. Write down prayer requests if needed  
 
 
Next week: God Provided for Hannah (1 Samuel 1–3) 

 
 

  



God Provided for Hannah (1 Samuel 1–3) 
Week of July 10th-16th  

 
Read 1 Samuel 3:19-21 as a family  
 
When was the last time you prayed fervently to God? What did you need? Did He answer in a 
way you expected? 

When Hannah wanted a baby, she cried out to God with great earnestness so much that the 
priest Eli thought she was drunk. Hannah had confidence that God heard her prayer. She 
understood that one of the evidences of the understanding and the belief that God hears and 
answers prayer is persistence in prayer.  

Hannah prayed with a passion and bitterness of heart that looked to God at first and fixed her 
gaze upon the Lord only. She didn't even notice Eli watching her. She believed that God heard 
and God acted as a result of our small prayers. She prayed with passion because she believed 
God heard her.  

But what if our prayers seem not to be heard? Hannah is a great example for us of what C. H. 
Spurgeon observed about prayer in his book Illustrations and Meditations: "Frequently the 
richest answers are not the speediest … A prayer may be all the longer on its voyage because it 
is bringing us a heavier freight of blessing. Delayed answers are not only trials of faith, but they 
give us an opportunity of honoring God by our steadfast confidence in Him under apparent 
repulses.” 

Finally, Hannah's persistence in prayer showed that she understood she could not fix her 
situation but the all-powerful God who hears and acts could. The next year, Hannah came with 
a baby in her arms. A baby she named Samuel, which means “God heard.” Samuel’s life was a 
constant reminder to Hannah and all of Israel that God lives, hears, and acts. 

As you prepare to serve kids through teaching, remember that even prayers that seem to be 
delayed are meant to strengthen our resolve to pray and to honor God with a confidence that 
can't be shaken. We serve a God who hears us, and because He hears us, no prayer is too 
small or too big that we can't bring Him. 

FAMILY TALKING POINTS 
 

CHRIST CONNECTION 
This is the big idea of how this week’s Bible story points to Jesus. 

 
● Babies & Toddlers: Jesus showed the world what God is like. 
● Younger Preschool: Samuel told people what God is like and what He would do. Jesus, 

the Son of God, told people about God’s plan and showed the world what God is like. 



● Older Preschool: Samuel told people what God is like and what He would do. Jesus, 
the Son of God, came to earth as a human. He told people about God’s plan and 
showed the world what God is like. 

● Kids: Hannah trusted God and sent Samuel away from home to serve God with his 
whole life. God sent Jesus from heaven to earth to be our Savior. Just as Samuel used 
God’s words to tell people about God, Jesus—the Word who became flesh—perfectly 
shows us what God is like. 

 
BIG PICTURE QUESTION 

 
• How did Jesus show us what God is like?  

 
PRAYER TIME 

 
• Spend time praying as a family. Write down prayer requests if needed  

 
Eli’s Sons Disobeyed God (1 Samuel 4–6) 
 
  



Eli’s Sons Disobeyed God (1 Samuel 4–6) 
Week Of July 17th-23rd  

 
Read 1 Samuel 4:1-11 as a family  
 
The ark of the covenant was a physical reminder of God's tangible presence with his people. 
Rather than treat the ark with reverence, they treated the ark as a sort of good luck charm. In 
our Bible story today, we see what happened when the ark was taken from the people of Israel.  

Except in times of war or when the people of Israel were on the move, the ark was kept in the 
holy of holies in the tabernacle. Once a year, a priest would approach the ark and sprinkle blood 
on the mercy seat on the ark's top for the forgiveness of the people's sins. The ark and what it 
represented was temporal and pointed forward to the substantial reality of God who would come 
and live among His people. 

When we realize that Jesus lived a perfect life and then died in our place, we see that Jesus is 
better than the ark because He is always with us. We are filled with thankfulness.  

Jesus is better than the bulls and goats whose blood was sprinkled on the ark because His 
sacrifice is once, for all time (Heb. 10:10). This should move us to worship.  

Finally, we should be humbled and filled with confidence when we realize that Jesus, who lived 
perfectly in human flesh, died and then was resurrected and ascended into heaven where He, in 
His glorified human body, prays for us. 

This should give you confidence in this life that no matter what we face, God's Holy Spirit is with 
us. The Son is interceding for us. Because Jesus stands between the Father and us, we can 
"approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to 
help us at the proper time” (Heb. 4:16). We can go before God daily because of Jesus. 

FAMILY TALKING POINTS 
 

CHRIST CONNECTION 
This is the big idea of how this week’s Bible story points to Jesus. 

 
● Babies & Toddlers: God sent His Son, Jesus, to be with His people forever. 
● Younger Preschool: The ark of God reminded the Israelites that God was with them. 

Many years later God sent His very own Son, Jesus, to be with His people. 
● Older Preschool: The ark of God reminded the Israelites that God was with them. Many 

years later, God gave His people something even better to remind them that He was 
with them. God sent His Son, Jesus. One of Jesus’ names is Immanuel, which means 
“God with us.” 

● Kids: The ark of God reminded the Israelites that God was with them. Years later, God 
gave His people something greater than a sign that He was with them; God gave them 



His Son, Jesus—God in the flesh. One of Jesus’ names is Immanuel, which means “God 
with us.” 

 
BIG PICTURE QUESTION 

 
• Why is the Ark of the Covenant important?  

 
PRAYER TIME 

 
• Spend time praying as a family. Write down prayer requests if needed  

 
Next week: God Takes Sin Seriously (Ephesians 2) 
 
  



God Takes Sin Seriously (Ephesians 2) 
Week of July 24th-30th  

 
 
Read Ephesians 2: 4-9 as a family  
 
What comes to mind when you think about sin? Consider your emotions—does the thought of 
sin make you sad? Angry? Indifferent? To fully understand the beauty of salvation and the 
power of grace, you must take sin seriously. 

Consider what our sin says about God. Sin says God may be powerful, but not enough to 
deserve ultimate authority in our lives. Sin exploits God’s mercy and disrespects His patience. 
Sin says God is not worthy of our obedience. Sin isn’t just a mistake; it is serious. Why? Our 
sins are first and foremost against an infinitely holy God. 

In Ephesians 2, Paul describes our state apart from Christ not merely as broken or flawed; he 
says we are dead in our sin. We are not simply wrong people who need to do better; rather, we 
are dead people who need to be made alive. 

God confronts this bad news with a surprising response. Look at Ephesians 2:4-5: “But God, 
who is rich in mercy, because of his great love that he had for us, made us alive with Christ 
even though we were dead in trespasses.” 

The good news of the gospel increases in its gravity as our awareness and hatred of sin 
increases. If sin seems like no big deal, the cross is not very impressive. When we have a right 
understanding of the seriousness of our sin, the gospel is good news—the revelation that we 
who are dead in our sin can have true life as a free gift in Christ. 

 
FAMILY TALKING POINTS 

 
CHRIST CONNECTION 

This is the big idea of how this week’s Bible story points to Jesus. 
 

● Babies & Toddlers: Everyone who believes in Jesus will live with God forever. 
● Younger Preschool: God loves us and sent Jesus to die on the cross for our sins. 

Jesus rose from the dead. Everyone who believes in Him will live with God forever. 
● Older Preschool: God takes sin seriously. We deserve to die for our sins, but God loves 

us and sent Jesus to die on the cross for our sins. Jesus rose from the dead. Everyone 
who trusts in Him has life with God forever. 

● Kids: God takes sin seriously. People deserve to die for their sins, but God loves us and 
sent His Son, Jesus, to defeat death by dying on the cross for our sins and rising from 
the dead. Everyone who trusts in Jesus has eternal life. 

 
 



BIG PICTURE QUESTION 
 

• What does the word “faith” mean?  
 

PRAYER TIME 
 

• Spend time praying as a family. Write down prayer requests if needed  
 


