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Sunday April 10, 2022 – Palm Sunday  

Our Hope has arrived!  

A Promise Fulfilled  

 

Luke 19:28-40- Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem 

28 After he had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.  29 When he had 

come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives, he sent two 

of the disciples, 30 saying, “Go into the village ahead of you, and as you enter it you will 

find tied there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31 If anyone 

asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it.’” 32 So those who 

were sent departed and found it as he had told them. 33 As they were untying the colt, 

its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 34 They said, “The Lord needs 

it.” 35 Then they brought it to Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set 

Jesus on it. 36 As he rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on the road. 37 As he 

was now approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of 

the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of power 

that they had seen, 38 saying,  “Blessed is the king 

    who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest heaven!”  39 Some of the Pharisees in the 

crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your disciples to stop.” 40 He answered, “I tell you, if 

these were silent, the stones would shout out.” 

May God add his blessing to the reading and hearing of His Word 

 

I was just another Sunday, AD33 and but it was a special day, the day that the 

Prophets of old had promised would come. Jesus’ triumphant entrance into the city 

that morning was the culmination of a promise from God to His people.  Centuries 

ago was given by the Prophets and each and every generation of people understood 

that they were promised a Messiah, the Anointed one of God that would be their 

King and Savior.  

 

Jesus is nearing the end of His earthy ministry, and He had begun over the last 

few weeks to make his way to Jerusalem.  He has shared with His Disciples his 

earnest desire to share a Passover meal with his Disciples before he is taken and 

arrested. 
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So as they prepare to enter the city of Jerusalem, Jesus instructs two of his 

Disciples to pre-arrange for some simple transportation for him as they make the 

decent from the Mount of Olives into the city.  It’s odd isn’t it that Jesus would 

ask for a colt/donkey (in the other gospel’s ) to ride on, since the beginning of his 

ministry Jesus had probably walked hundreds of miles up and down though 

wilderness and deserts, cities and villages so that all of the children of Israel 

would know Him. 

 

Today he is asking to “ride” not walk and as unusual as that request might be the 

obedient Disciples followed Jesus’s request.  We know that it would have been 

breaking the law to take another’s colt, maybe the same as today stealing 

someone’s car, but without hesitation the disciples follow Jesus request.  

 

I think it’s important as we consider the Palm Sunday events we look at the rest of 

the events surrounding Jesus’s last few weeks as part of the context for today.   

 

You remember we have talked in the last couple of weeks about the raising of 

Lazarus and what that event would have meant to the people of the city of 

Bethany.  The word of this healing had spread into the city and would have made 

people aware of who Jesus is. 

 

The raising of Lazarus would have caused many to speculate about who he was and 

would have made many wonder if they would be able to catch a glimpse of him or 

maybe even be healed themselves? 

 

The Pharisee’s and King Herod would have also been informed of this amazing 

miracle and rather than being curious of who and what Jesus was teaching, they 

would have been jealous, angry and already plotting to arrest him so that they 

could retain control in the city.  

 

 All throughout the Gospel of Luke we see that foreshadowing, where Jesus is 

aware of the plot afoot to arrest him.  As we have been hearing over and over in 

the Gospel of Luke -- Jesus knows their thoughts, and he knows how this story will 

end, and he knows that ultimately he will be betrayed by Judas. 

 

Jesus had spent the last three years teaching and preaching that God’s love was 

not conditioned on their actions, but only on God’s grace.  He was teaching them 
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about God’s love not being able to be earned, but that it is a free gift from God.   

A free gift of Saving Grace and love. 

 

A message so profound, so life changing, Jesus told them that each and every man, 

woman, child were loved by their Lord, not because of their money, their wealth, or 

their status.  But simply because God’s love is infinite and unmeasurable and 

available to all for free.  No money, no offering is required, just to believe in Jesus 

and follow Him.  

 

This message of love and grace were extremely different from the message of the 

Chief Priests, or the Roman Army or the current King.  Their message to the people 

was that said they had to purchase forgiveness, and that only by appeasing a God 

that was judging them could they have any hope of heaven. 

 

In this text today the question is answered as to what would have made the 

leadership of the Temple so unhappy and would have especially made King Herod 

angry. 

Imagine the scene in Jerusalem on this particular morning:  look at verse 36:  As he 

(Jesus) rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on the road. 37 As he was now 

approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples 

began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had 

seen, 38 saying, “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!  Peace in heaven, 

and glory in the highest heaven!” 

Imagine the King standing on the pinnacle of the royal palace overlooking the 

Temple square, He sees from a distance and hears the shouts of the crowd saying.  

“Blessed is the king that comes in the name of the Lord”.  Herod must have 

thought, “what there is only one King, and it’s certainly not this carpenter’s son 

from Nazareth, how dare he allow the people to proclaim him King”? 

This would not have been acceptable at all for King Herod. In that culture you 

would never be able to threaten the position of the king.  Herod we know from 

scripture is an evil and acts out his revenge on the very people that he is called to 

lead. 
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The rightful King is being greeted and honored by the people, while the positional 

King is watching and his anger and his rage is building. 

But the promise of God to the people of Israel said that their true king would be a 

King of peace, a King that would rule them with grace and kindness, not a king like 

Herod that ruled with fear and punishment. 

500 years before this Palm Sunday in 33 AD the Prophet Zechariah (9:9) wrote:   

Rejoice greatly on daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem; behold they 

king cometh unto thee.  He is just, and bringing salvation.  He is riding on a donkey, 

and upon a colt who is the fold of a donkey”.   

You see on this day in the great city, these words were being fulfilled, and every 

person that met, or been touched by Jesus or had even heard of him were hoping, 

just hoping against hope that the great prophecy today was being fulfilled in their 

lives.  That they being the sons and daughters of Jerusalem were seeing with their 

own eyes the Messiah “the anointed” one of God being usher into taking his rightful 

place as king. 

The Disciples were celebrating for at long last they were able to openly and 

publicly proclaim that yes this Prophet, their teacher and friend is in fact the long 

awaited Messiah, and today they declares to all the people that He has come to 

save them. 

In Psalm 118 we read the prophetic words that were written for another king of 

the Children of Israel.  King David, we read a version of this today for the Call to 

worship.  But it speaks to the people of that morning.  For they knew these words, 

they would have likely sung them or recited them as part of their prayers and 

devotions.  
 

 If you have a Bible or let’s open the pew Bible in front of you.  To Psalm 118 

starting with verse 24: it reads:  
24 This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.[a]     

25 Save us, we beseech you, O LORD!  O LORD, we beseech you, give us success! 26 Blessed is 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+118%3A+24-+29&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-15894a
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the one who comes in the name of the LORD.[b]  We bless you from the house of the LORD.  

27 The LORD is God, and he has given us light.  Bind the festal procession with branches, up 

to the horns of the altar.[c] 28 You are my God, and I will give thanks to you;  you are my 

God, I will extol you.  29 O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his steadfast love 

endures forever. 

The people knew that the Messiah would come, they believed God’s promises that 

had been made to them, and they knew that ultimately God’s promise would be 

fulfilled. 

Today they come from their homes, and join in the celebration, shouting blessings 

to the man that had checked all the boxes, he was their new King and Savior.   He 

was not just any ordinary man, Rabbi He is the one, the Anointed One of God. He is 

the Promise fulfilled.  

Several years ago now a film came out that you have likely all seen.  Titanic, and at 

the beginning of the film a young man named Jack wins a ticket in a card game that 

changes his fate forever.  The first thing he does is run up to the front of the ship 

and open his hands and in joy shouts”  “I’m the king of the world”.  He is filled with 

the joy that comes knowing that in this case he was going home.   It’s only a few 

days until that character has to become the Savior and loose his life so that 

others might live.   

We can all relate to that feeling of being on top of the world at one time or 

another. Most of us can say that our faith in God, and God’s grace continue to 

remind us that Jesus has saved us and that we can celebrate because of the grace 

he has bestowed upon us.  

On this Palm Sunday the people of Jerusalem announce, He is our King and Jesus is 

the King of the World.  We shout with joy at his coming.  We are on top of the 

world because God is faithful, we will not perish we will have eternal life with Him. 

No matter what our earthly lives hold in store we know that God does keep his 

promise to save us.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+118%3A+24-+29&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-15896b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+118%3A+24-+29&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-15897c
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So let us all rejoice, let us welcome Jesus into our hearts and lives, for He is our 

Savior and with his love and forgiveness we receive his promise of Love for our life.  

God’s promise is fulfilled, all we need to do is follow the parade that leads Jesus to 

the cross and beyond.  We will live in Him, the promise fulfilled.  

Amen  


