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Sunday, Oct. 31, 2021  

All Saints Sunday- Celebrating the Reformation 

“A Bold Act” 

Romans 5:1-11 

5 Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we[a] have peace with God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have obtained access[b] to this grace in which we stand; 

and we[c] boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3 And not only that, but 

we[d] also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4 and 

endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not 

disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy 

Spirit that has been given to us. 

6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Indeed, 

rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person 

someone might actually dare to die. 8 But God proves his love for us in that while we still 

were sinners Christ died for us. 9 Much more surely then, now that we have been 

justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath of God.[e] 10 For if 

while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much 

more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life. 11 But more than that, 

we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now 

received reconciliation. 

On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther who was a Catholic Priest in Germany 

published his '95 Theses, He nailed this list of concerns to the door of the 

Catholic church in Wittenburg Germany, knowing that when the Priest 

arrived later for Mass they would see it, not to mention all of the 

parishioners that would arrive for Sunday Mass that day.     

His concerns were a long list of 95 statements of concern which called out 

the Roman Catholic Church and the Pope for conduct that he considered a 

violation of scripture.  At that time the church was trying to raise money and 

they were use a sale of indulgences to raise funds.  They were “charging 

people money to gain a pathway to heaven for themselves and for those 

that had already died. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+5%3A+1-+11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28034a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+5%3A+1-+11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28035b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+5%3A+1-+11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28035c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+5%3A+1-+11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28036d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+5%3A+1-+11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28042e
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Luther was a brave Priest and that action began the great reformation of the 

Christian church.  It was truly a BOLD act.  

So today and every Oct. 31 since 1517- 504 years later we remember Oct. 

31 as Reformation Day.  Yes I know it’s also Halloween.  But on our Church 

calendar beginning on Dec. 31 – Nov 2 we remember All Saints, it is a great 

day of remembering and celebrating.  Luther knew that the church would be 

full the next morning so he took the Bold Move, stepped out in faith and 

changed the Christian world forever.  

As United Methodists we inherited the work and struggle that came from this 

bold step a couple of hundred years later when our leader John Wesley in 

1738 began a protestant revival movement in Western England.  

Both Martin Luther and John Wesley were great men of faith, and so today 

we celebrate the legacy of bold and courageous acts so that the gospel of 

Jesus would be preached to everyone, and they taught us that grace was 

available to every person. 

Since we talk more often about Wesley, I thought today since this year 

Sunday actually falls on Reformation Day that we might look at Luther’s life 

and learn a little bit about his work and life. 

Martin Luther was born on 10 November 1483 in Eisleben, Germany.   His 

father was a copper miner. Who insisted that Martin become a lawyer and 

even though young Martin had a calling to ministry, he obeyed his father 

and attended university to study law.  

In 1502 at the age of 19, he received his bachelor’s degree, not the best 

student, he was 30th of 57 students. In 1505 he received his Master of Arts 

at Erfurt but did a bit better there as he was second in a class of 17.   

During his school summer break in 1505, he had what we think of as a call 

to ministry with a Damascus road encounter with God. Like the Apostle Paul, 

who was struck blind on the road and was forever changed.  Luther was on 

the way home from law school that summer, when he was caught in a 

thunderstorm and feel to the ground.  Lightning striking near where he was 

walking, terrified, he cried out, “Help me, St. Anne; I will become a monk”.  

He feared for his soul and did not know how to find peace, he lived through 

that encounter, and later that year he joined the Augustinian order, and 

much to the dismay of his father Luther became an Augustinian friar. 
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 He was ordained in 1507, began teaching at the University of Wittenberg he 

received his doctor of Theology.  Luther on a trip to Rome on behalf of the 

Augustinian monasteries, became outraged by the corruption he found 

there.   Luther was angry about the church selling 'indulgences' – He 

realized that the church was profiting off misleading the people about their 

salvation.  

Luther understood through his searching of scripture that Christians are 

saved through faith and not by their good works.  Thanks to the printing 

press, Luther's '95 Theses' and his other writings spread quickly through 

Europe. 

In January 1521, the Pope Leo X excommunicated Luther. He was then 

summoned to appear at the Diet of Worms, an assembly of the Holy Roman 

Empire. He refused to recant and Emperor Charles V declared him an outlaw 

and a heretic. Luther went into hiding at Wartburg Castle. In 1522, he 

returned to Wittenberg and in 1525 married Katharina von Bora, a former 

nun, with whom he had six children. 

In 1534, Luther published a complete translation of the bible into German, 

underlining his belief that people should be able to read it in their own 

language. The Wittenberg Bible translation contributed significantly to the 

spread and development of the German language, it set the tide for 

Protestants to begin to read and study scripture on their own, allowing the 

scripture to inspire them and the ability to find God on their own.  

Luther's influence spread across northern and Eastern Europe and his fame 

made Wittenberg an intellectual center.   Luther died on 18 February 1546 in 

Eisleben. His legacy continues now over 500 years in the lives of all 

Christians as a model of bold courage and conviction of faith.   1 

As we consider our walk with Jesus looking into the lives of the great saints 

of Christ that came before is always helpful and inspiring.  As we celebrate 

the loves and care of those dear saints of our church today we remember 

that we are not alone as we walk this walk of faith. 

Millions of Christians before us have walked this difficult path, they have 

suffered for the faith and some were martyred. They believed so fervently 

that Jesus was their Savior that they were able to build churches, and 

ministries’, schools and transform history by their faith.  

                                                           
1 Adapted from an Article :Martin Luther Lessons from his life and Labor- by: John Piper 1996  
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The scripture that we read today has both Martin Luther and John Wesley in 

common.  The Scripture was written by the Apostle Paul during his 

imprisonment in Rome. 

As you read the text of that scripture it’s clear that it comes from a deep and 

abiding transformation that Paul realizes that he is loved, not because of 

anything that he has done, but because God loves his children 

unconditionally.  Look at what Paul writes here:  

6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Indeed, 

rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person 

someone might actually dare to die. 8 But God proves his love for us in that while we still 

were sinners Christ died for us. 9 Much more surely then, now that we have been 

justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath of God.[e 

It was this transforming scripture for Luther as he considered his 

relationship with God.  He had a transformative event that day on the road, 

when lighting struck him.  He was overcome with fear and he realized in an 

instant that he would give his life to God. 

 He was changed forever after studying this scripture that Paul Wrote; He 

was filled with joy to know that Jesus loved him not because of any works he 

had done, any action.  But that like Paul, Luther realized at a deep spiritual 

level that Jesus’s love for him was infinite and that his “justification” or 

acceptance into God’s community had nothing to do with his merit. 

Salvation and forgiveness is a free gift that all can receive. 

As United Methodists we have all heard the story of how John Wesley is 

wrestling with those same questions.  Wesley is terrified on a sea journey 

where all believed that a terrible storm would kill them.  Wesley makes 

friends with other Christians on the boat as they sang and prayed together, 

they unlike Wesley were not afraid of death.   

It was later when he returned to London and went to a service at the 

Aldersgate Church where the Preacher happened to preach that evening 

from writings that Martin Luther had written on this same text.  Luther 

sharing his story of being sure that his Salvation was not based on works, or 

merit.  As Wesley listened he shared later that his heart was strangely 

warmed when he realized himself the God loved him unconditionally, there is 

nothing on earth that can change that love 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+5%3A+1-+11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28042e
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We don’t have to earn it, we just have to follow Jesus, repent of the things 

that wear us down, and allow God’s mercy and grace to fill our hearts. 

We here today share that same ability and as we listen to the words of that 

text we hear within its words the complete account of God’s love and grace 

towards us. 

5 Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we[a] have peace with God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have obtained access[b] to this grace in which we stand; 

and we[c] boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God.  

 Today as we celebrate the wonderful truth, that God loves each of us, and 

none of us really deserve it.  There is nothing we can do to earn it, we just 

receive it by faith.  I encourage you today as you come to the Communion 

Table allow your hearts to rest in that knowledge, that each and every 

Christian that has ever lived has been loved completely and unconditionally 

by Jesus. 

The Bold Act of Paul, a Pharisee who was transformed by the power of the 

sprit, struck blind so that he would know the true redemptive power of 

Jesus.  He was so bold that he changed the Christian world forever with his 

work.  The bold Act of Martin Luther who as a young man, proclaimed to the 

world.  This love of God is for everyone, the Church, the Priest no one can 

control grace, it is a free gift from God. 

And of course John Wesley who also proclaimed after his own reckoning that 

God loves each of us, his bold act of telling the Christian Church of his day, 

that yes, the common man/woman deserved love and forgiveness, it’s truly 

a free gift.  His ministry was transformed by that knowledge of grace that is 

available to each of us without any cost.  

Today we have inherited this love, this faith from these great leaders of the 

past, but also from these men and women in our lives that we celebrate 

today.  Many lives have been transformed by them, and today we celebrate 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+5%3A+1-+11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28034a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+5%3A+1-+11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28035b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+5%3A+1-+11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28035c
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their legacy, the lives that they lived, the trials and tribulations that come in 

every life. But we celebrate and remember them because they have finished 

their course and are at home with Jesus.  Paul writes about this very thing in 

verse 3:  

Paul writes: but we[d] also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 

endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope 

does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the 

Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 

No matter what occurs on the path of our human life, we can rest with the 

knowledge that Jesus came for us, he loves us, and he will be there on our 

last day. 

The saints of God that have gone before, are not lost from us forever, they 

are there waiting, and I believe that their lives are part of ours so that we 

will understand the value of life, and love and the value of each day.   

May we be strengthen by this truth, and look to the saints of heaven to bring 

us inspiration and encourage us to Bold Acts for our faith.  If we believe in 

Jesus, the Holy Spirit will empower us, and may our lives be lived so that 

our legacy in years to come will inspire those we have known to walk boldly 

with Jesus.  

Let us prepare our hearts for Communion.  Amen 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+5%3A+1-+11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28036d

