
31-Day Devotional

DAY 5 - FAITHFULNESS
_______

The Lord is righteous in all His ways and 
faithful in all He does.

Psalm 145:17 NIV

When I was 15, I had an older friend with a 
driver’s license and a car. He was often my 

“wheels” to go fishing or hunting. But he was 
rarely true to his word. We’d set a time to go 

fishing, but he wouldn’t show up. I’d wait 
with my fishing equipment, lunch, and time 

ticking by. An hour later, no sign of him. 
When I called his house, I’d hear that he’d 

left early that morning to do something else 
without letting me know. It happened so 

often that I was surprised if he did show up. 
Eventually our friendship ended. You can’t 

build a friendship on unkept promises.
         
Our God is always faithful. Always. What He 

says, He will do. He never fails. It’s not in 
His nature. He’s faithful in all He does. And 
it’s what He expects of us, too. He used the 

word faithfulness more than 500 times 
in Scripture.

Is your word your bond? Do you make plans or 
promises you never intend to keep, or 

unintentionally fail to keep? Faithfulness with 
God and others is one way we imitate Jesus. 

Let’s be intentional about it.

// BILL RUCHTI
    DAY 6 - COMMUNITY

_______

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, 
since as members of one body you are called to 

peace. And be thankful. 
Colossians 3:15 NIV

 
Now you are the body of Christ and each of 

you has a part in it. 
1 Corinthians 12:27 NIV

 
How good and pleasant it is when God’s people 

live together in unity.
Psalm 133:1 NIV

When God communicates to us about how 
Christians are to regard each other, He uses 

the human body as a model. The amazing 
human body! He created it and understands 
it intricately.  Our human bodies do so much 

we don’t even have to think 
about—breathing, digestion, circulating 

blood, and more. All the parts work together 
so very well. 

We, as the Body of Christ, are to work 
together this way. When you scan any 

congregation, you take in such a variety of 
humanity. When we are healthy, seeking to 
follow the Lord and His will, we function as 

a healthy body. Each person doing God’s will 
with their own uniqueness. Our differences 
serve various functions and contribute to 

the Body as a whole.

Let’s look at each other’s differences as assets, 
appreciating what God has put into each of us 

to build each other up.

// TERRI MARTIN    



DAY 1 - VISION
_______

Then the Lord answered me and said, “Write 
the vision and engrave it plainly on [clay] 

tablets, so that the one who reads it will run. 
Habakkuk 2:2 AMP

 
The breath of God is what brings meaning 
and freshness to life. The tireless morning 

dew brings freshness to each new day. 
Morning light removes the darkness. Clarity 
of vision brings all of life into better view. 

Clear vision shows us what life can be, and a 
walk of faith will provide the steps to take us 

there. If what you see is a place that is not 
stretching you, ask the Lord to expand what 
you see. The Creator God wants to change 

our limited thinking into “all things are 
possible” thinking so that our world will be 

impacted with His life.  
 

Write down plainly what the Lord has and is 
placing in your heart to do for His kingdom. 
Reach deep; it could be a childhood dream. 
Then listen to His voice for what is next and 

follow obediently.

// JOHN MARTIN
 

NOTESNOTES

DAY 2 - FOUNDATION
_______

For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s 
field, God’s building. By the grace God has 
given me, I laid a foundation as an expert 

builder, and someone else is building on it. But 
each one should be careful how he builds. For 
no one can lay any foundation other than the 
one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. If any 

man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, 
costly stones, wood, hay or straw, his work will 
be shown for what it is, because the Day will 

bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire and 
the fire will test the quality of each man’s work. 

1 Corinthians 3:9-13 NIV & NASV, revised

Before this final test day as described in 
these scriptures, the storms of life will come 

to test every person’s foundation—no one 
gets a pass. Our lives can become so 

intertwined and in-dwelt by the Spirit of 
God that we become steadfast and 

immovable (1 Corinthians 15:58).  Many 
things in life appear to offer the stability we 
want and need when only one Rock offers 

the true living water.  

Building our personal lives, our homes, and 
churches on the Rock will pay eternal 

dividends. Examine your heart today to find 
what materials you’re using to build your life.  

Ask the Lord to help you be completely honest 
with yourself asking the questions, “Is my life a 

reflection of His kingdom or mine? How am I 
helping and impacting lives for His glory?”

// JOHN MARTIN
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to test every person’s foundation—no one 
gets a pass. Our lives can become so 

intertwined and in-dwelt by the Spirit of 
God that we become steadfast and 

immovable (1 Corinthians 15:58).  Many 
things in life appear to offer the stability we 
want and need when only one Rock offers 

the true living water.  

Building our personal lives, our homes, and 
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helping and impacting lives for His glory?”

// JOHN MARTIN   NOTES

DAY 3 - BOLDNESS
_______

Let us come boldly to the throne of His favor, 
that we may obtain mercy and find grace to 

help in time of need.  
Hebrews 4:16 NKJV & AMP

Boldness. This is a word that stirs a lot of 
emotions. Some people get a little extra 

attitude in their step. Most shy away. 
The Bible is filled with examples of 

boldness—strength, courage, daring. Ruth 
going to the threshing floor at night. David 

slaying Goliath. We look up to those who are 
bold.

Scripture says we are to walk humbly with 
our Lord. Isn’t boldness the opposite of that? 

Or are they merely two sides of the same 
coin?

Those bold heroes of the Bible have 
something in common. They were all in 

relationship with the Lord. They regularly 
listened to the beat of His heart. As a result, 
when a moment of boldness presented itself, 

they were ready for the challenge. They 
knew they were not alone. They were 

following the heartbeat of God.

What framework surrounds your life? Does 
your framework draw others to you so that 
you can share the Good News with them?

// BONNIE HEDSTROM

DAY 8 - GOD’S 
PRESENCE

_______

Now, Lord my God you have made your servant 
king in place of my father David. But I am only 
a little child and do not know how to carry out 

my duties. Your servant is here among the 
people you have chosen, a great people too 
numerous to count or number. So give your 
servant a discerning heart to govern your 

people and to distinguish between right and 
wrong. For who is able to govern this great 

people of yours?
1 Kings 3:7-9 NIV

God was extremely pleased by Solomon’s 
request for a discerning heart, and he was 
given wisdom and discernment like none 

other before or after him. Scripture reports 
that the whole world sought audience to be 
in Solomon’s presence to hear the wisdom 

God had put into his heart. 

Solomon built a temple for the Lord that was 
magnificent down to the finest of details. 

Upon completion, Solomon offered sacrifices 
beyond number, and the glory of God came 

and filled the temple with His presence. 

Ultimately, asking for wisdom is asking for 
God’s living presence to be among us.

James 1:5 says, “If any of you lacks wisdom, 
he should ask God, who gives generously to all 

without finding fault, and it will be given to 
him.” Be bold today and ask for His wisdom for 

our church, home, and all of life’s decisions.

// JOHN MARTIN



NOTES

DAY 3 - BOLDNESS
_______

Let us come boldly to the throne of His favor, 
that we may obtain mercy and find grace to 

help in time of need.  
Hebrews 4:16 NKJV & AMP

Boldness. This is a word that stirs a lot of 
emotions. Some people get a little extra 
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our Lord. Isn’t boldness the opposite of that? 

Or are they merely two sides of the same 
coin?

Those bold heroes of the Bible have 
something in common. They were all in 

relationship with the Lord. They regularly 
listened to the beat of His heart. As a result, 
when a moment of boldness presented itself, 

they were ready for the challenge. They 
knew they were not alone. They were 

following the heartbeat of God.

 Ask the Lord to show you where to step 
out in boldness and when to step back in 
humility.

// BONNIE HEDSTROM   DAY 4 - UNITY
_______

If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live 
at peace with everyone. 

Romans 12:18 NIV

I have been behind the camera taking 
pictures since I enrolled in photography 

classes in high school. My photography skills 
have improved over the years, resulting in 

better pictures.

One Christmas my husband framed one of 
my pictures as a gift to me. The simple frame 
drew me in to take a closer look. It accented 
the colors and enhanced the subjects. The 
frame also protected the picture, making it 

more valuable.

If a simple frame could measurably improve 
a picture, I wondered how our framework 
could affect us. What framework could we 
have that would draw people to us? The 
answer is clear. If we have God as the 

framework that holds our lives together, we 
can have hearts of compassion to live in 

loving unity with each other. 

God longs to frame us in His Glory, so that 
we can love and honor Him and live in unity 

with our brothers and sisters in Christ.

What framework surrounds your life? Does 
your framework draw others to you so that 
you can share the Good News with them?

// TERRY MOORE
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PRESENCE

_______

Now, Lord my God you have made your servant 
king in place of my father David. But I am only 
a little child and do not know how to carry out 
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numerous to count or number. So give your 
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without finding fault, and it will be given to 
him.” Be bold today and ask for His wisdom for 

our church, home, and all of life’s decisions.

// JOHN MARTIN

DAY 9 - FAVOR WITH 
GOD AND MAN

_______

For You, O Lord, will bless the righteous; with 
favor You will surround him as with a shield.  

Psalm 5:12 NKJV

Seek first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, and all these things shall be 

added to you.
Matthew 6:33 NKJV

The best definition of favor is “demonstrated 
delight.” God loves to demonstrate His 

delight to us in many different ways. God 
not only wants to extend favor to you, He 

wants you to want His favor.

In Psalm 119:58, we see David humbling 
himself and seeking after the Lord’s favor. In 

Matthew 6:33, Jesus tells us to seek Him 
first, and everything else will be added to us. 

Those two actions go hand in hand.

Humble yourself to seek after the Lord and 
all these things, favor included, will come to 

you.

Ask the Lord to show you how to extend His 
favor to those around you.

// BONNIE HEDSTROM



NOTES
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NOTES

DAY 5 - FAITHFULNESS
_______

The Lord is righteous in all His ways and 
faithful in all He does.

Psalm 145:17 NIV

When I was 15, I had an older friend with a 
driver’s license and a car. He was often my 

“wheels” to go fishing or hunting. But he was 
rarely true to his word. We’d set a time to go 

fishing, but he wouldn’t show up. I’d wait 
with my fishing equipment, lunch, and time 

ticking by. An hour later, no sign of him. 
When I called his house, I’d hear that he’d 

left early that morning to do something else 
without letting me know. It happened so 

often that I was surprised if he did show up. 
Eventually our friendship ended. You can’t 

build a friendship on unkept promises.

Our God is always faithful. Always. What He 
says, He will do. He never fails. It’s not in 

His nature. He’s faithful in all He does. And 
it’s what He expects of us, too. He used the 

word faithfulness more than 500 times 
in Scripture.

Is your word your bond? Do you make plans or 
promises you never intend to keep, or 

unintentionally fail to keep? Faithfulness with 
God and others is one way we imitate Jesus. 

Let’s be intentional about it.
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DAY 6 - COMMUNITY
_______

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, 
since as members of one body you are called to 

peace. And be thankful. 
Colossians 3:15 NIV

Now you are the body of Christ and each of 
you has a part in it. 

1 Corinthians 12:27 NIV

How good and pleasant it is when God’s people 
live together in unity.

Psalm 133:1 NIV

When God communicates to us about how 
Christians are to regard each other, He uses 

the human body as a model. The amazing 
human body! He created it and understands 
it intricately.  Our human bodies do so much 

we don’t even have to think 
about—breathing, digestion, circulating 

blood, and more. All the parts work together 
so very well. 

We, as the Body of Christ, are to work 
together this way. When you scan any 

congregation, you take in such a variety of 
humanity. When we are healthy, seeking to 
follow the Lord and His will, we function as 

a healthy body. Each person doing God’s will 
with their own uniqueness. Our differences 
serve various functions and contribute to 

the Body as a whole.

Let’s look at each other’s differences as assets, 
appreciating what God has put into each of us 

to build each other up.

// TERRI MARTIN

DAY 10 - COMPASSION
_______

Shout for joy, O heavens; rejoice O earth! Burst 
into song, O mountains! For the Lord comforts 

His people and will have compassion on His 
afflicted ones.

Isaiah 49:13 NLT & NIV 

Caring Bridge is a website that focuses on 
showing compassion to people with 

life-threatening health challenges. A young 
wife and mom named Sarah uses the site to 
update her friends and family regarding her 

three-year battle with cancer. She is 
overcome with the compassionate responses 

to her posts, especially the powerful 
prayers.

People also compassionately bring meals for 
her family, take care of her young children 
when she is hospitalized, and get jobs done 
around the house. These acts take burdens 

off of her and her husband.

Jesus demonstrated the ultimate level of 
compassion when he died on the cross to 

take away our sins. I can picture Jesus 
smiling down on people who show 

compassion for those in need, just as He did.

Are you in need of compassion? If you are, 
how do you let people know you need love and 

understanding? Is there someone God is 
calling you to show compassion to? How will 

you do that?

// TERRY MOORE

DAY 11 - GENEROSITY
_______

Whoever sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and whoever sows generously will

also reap generously.
2 Corinthians 9:6 NIV

When we bought a house in the country 
more than 40 years ago, finances were tight. 
Our new neighbors to the south of us were 
people who loved the Lord and loved to be 

generous. Often a bag of groceries 
mysteriously appeared on our back step. Or 
a note in the mail held what we needed to 

pay a bill. What a blessing! What an example 
of God’s kind of generosity, expecting 

nothing in return but that we would pass on 
the practice and do the same for others 

when we could.

The gift of generosity doesn’t come with fine 
print: “I’ll give so I can get more, pat myself
on the back, or so the other person will owe 
me.” God leads us to those in need. Our only 
fitting response is to give, expecting nothing 

in return.

How can you watch for more chances to be 
generous? God creates the opportunities. Are 

you ready to respond?

// BILL RUCHTI



DAY 2 - FOUNDATION
_______

For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s 
field, God’s building. By the grace God has 
given me, I laid a foundation as an expert 

builder, and someone else is building on it. But 
each one should be careful how he builds. For 
no one can lay any foundation other than the 
one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. If any 

man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, 
costly stones, wood, hay or straw, his work will 
be shown for what it is, because the Day will 

bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire and 
the fire will test the quality of each man’s work. 

1 Corinthians 3:9-13 NIV & NASV, revised

Before this final test day as described in 
these scriptures, the storms of life will come 

to test every person’s foundation—no one 
gets a pass. Our lives can become so 

intertwined and in-dwelt by the Spirit of 
God that we become steadfast and 

immovable (1 Corinthians 15:58).  Many 
things in life appear to offer the stability we 
want and need when only one Rock offers 

the true living water.  

Building our personal lives, our homes, and 
churches on the Rock will pay eternal 

dividends. Examine your heart today to find 
what materials you’re using to build your life.  

Ask the Lord to help you be completely honest 
with yourself asking the questions, “Is my life a 

reflection of His kingdom or mine? How am I 
helping and impacting lives for His glory?”

// JOHN MARTIN
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humanity. When we are healthy, seeking to 
follow the Lord and His will, we function as 

a healthy body. Each person doing God’s will 
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How can you watch for more chances to be 
generous? God creates the opportunities. Are 

you ready to respond?

// BILL RUCHTI
    

DAY 17 - SACRIFICE
_______

And do not forget to do good and share with 
others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased. 

Hebrews 13:16 NIV

The dictionary defines sacrifice “to forfeit 
(one thing) for another thing considered to 

be of greater value.”
         

We’re directed in Scripture to live 
sacrificially. We sacrifice time and money to 

give our children what they need. A husband 
is to love and sacrifice for his wife. Christ 
was the ultimate sacrifice, giving up His 

earthly body for us so we could become His 
children and live with Him forever. No 
greater sacrifice has ever been given.

What sacrifice is God asking of you? Is it time? 
Comfort? A possession? A position? Are you 

willing to give that up for something of greater 
value—God’s call and His purposes?

// BILL RUCHTI
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NOTES

DAY 3 - BOLDNESS
_______

Let us come boldly to the throne of His favor, 
that we may obtain mercy and find grace to 

help in time of need.  
Hebrews 4:16 NKJV & AMP

Boldness. This is a word that stirs a lot of 
emotions. Some people get a little extra 

attitude in their step. Most shy away. 
The Bible is filled with examples of 

boldness—strength, courage, daring. Ruth 
going to the threshing floor at night. David 

slaying Goliath. We look up to those who are 
bold.

Scripture says we are to walk humbly with 
our Lord. Isn’t boldness the opposite of that? 

Or are they merely two sides of the same 
coin?

Those bold heroes of the Bible have 
something in common. They were all in 

relationship with the Lord. They regularly 
listened to the beat of His heart. As a result, 
when a moment of boldness presented itself, 

they were ready for the challenge. They 
knew they were not alone. They were 

following the heartbeat of God.

  What framework surrounds your life? Does 
your framework draw others to you so that 
you can share the Good News with them?

// BONNIE HEDSTROM
    

DAY 7 - FOCUS
_______

Now stay focused on Jesus, who designed and 
perfected our faith.

Hebrews 12:2a VOICE

My brother is an architect. He’s designed 
houses, businesses, chapels, churches, and 

ministry retirement homes. He spends hours 
hunched over his drafting table or computer, 

working out the smallest details for new 
construction, careful to keep everything 

aligned with building codes, but also alert for 
the acoustics, flexibility, beauty, and 

longevity of the structure.
         
Then his plans or blueprints are handed over 

to a team of contractors and construction 
workers. If they follow the plan, the end 
result is satisfying to all—owner, workers, 
and architect. If they veer from the plan, 

adding or removing elements not approved 
by the architect, an untold number of other 

elements are negatively affected.
         
As we move into our future—as individuals, 
families, and a church family—our primary 
responsibility is to stay focused on Jesus, 

the one who hand-crafted that future.

Have you been looking to someone or 
something other than Jesus for answers? Lay 
His blueprint—His Word—in front of you and 

study the details of His faith-plan.

// CINDY RUCHTI

DAY 8 - GOD’S 
PRESENCE

_______

Now, Lord my God you have made your servant 
king in place of my father David. But I am only 
a little child and do not know how to carry out 

my duties. Your servant is here among the 
people you have chosen, a great people too 
numerous to count or number. So give your 
servant a discerning heart to govern your 

people and to distinguish between right and 
wrong. For who is able to govern this great 

people of yours?
1 Kings 3:7-9 NIV

God was extremely pleased by Solomon’s 
request for a discerning heart, and he was 
given wisdom and discernment like none 

other before or after him. Scripture reports 
that the whole world sought audience to be 
in Solomon’s presence to hear the wisdom 

God had put into his heart. 

Solomon built a temple for the Lord that was 
magnificent down to the finest of details. 

Upon completion, Solomon offered sacrifices 
beyond number, and the glory of God came 

and filled the temple with His presence. 

Ultimately, asking for wisdom is asking for 
God’s living presence to be among us.

 
James 1:5 says, “If any of you lacks wisdom, 

he should ask God, who gives generously to all 
without finding fault, and it will be given to 

him.” Be bold today and ask for His wisdom for 
our church, home, and all of life’s decisions.

// JOHN MARTIN
  

DAY 13 - WISDOM AND 
GUIDANCE

_______

But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first 
of all pure, then peace-loving, considerate, 

submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, 
impartial, and sincere.

James 3:17 NIV
 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean 
not on your own understanding.

Proverbs 3:5 NIV

As the local church, we are to work together 
towards being the Body of Christ. There 

can’t be a lot of “good ideas” going in various 
directions. This is the time to seek His 

wisdom and guidance together, so the Body 
parts aren’t working against each other. 

When He imparts His wisdom, we will know 
it. It is so clearly laid out in James 3:17. We 

will know it’s from heaven if it is pure, 
peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of 
mercy and good fruit, impartial, and sincere.

Let’s thank God for such beautiful clarity! He 
tells us how to know it’s from Him right in His 
Word. We need that on an individual level and 

together as the church.

// TERRI MARTIN
    

DAY 17 - SACRIFICE
_______

And do not forget to do good and share with 
others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased. 

Hebrews 13:16 NIV

The dictionary defines sacrifice “to forfeit 
(one thing) for another thing considered to 

be of greater value.”
         

We’re directed in Scripture to live 
sacrificially. We sacrifice time and money to 

give our children what they need. A husband 
is to love and sacrifice for his wife. Christ 
was the ultimate sacrifice, giving up His 

earthly body for us so we could become His 
children and live with Him forever. No 
greater sacrifice has ever been given.

What sacrifice is God asking of you? Is it time? 
Comfort? A possession? A position? Are you 

willing to give that up for something of greater 
value—God’s call and His purposes?

// BILL RUCHTI
    



NOTES

DAY 3 - BOLDNESS
_______

Let us come boldly to the throne of His favor, 
that we may obtain mercy and find grace to 

help in time of need.  
Hebrews 4:16 NKJV & AMP

Boldness. This is a word that stirs a lot of 
emotions. Some people get a little extra 

attitude in their step. Most shy away. 
The Bible is filled with examples of 

boldness—strength, courage, daring. Ruth 
going to the threshing floor at night. David 

slaying Goliath. We look up to those who are 
bold.

Scripture says we are to walk humbly with 
our Lord. Isn’t boldness the opposite of that? 

Or are they merely two sides of the same 
coin?

Those bold heroes of the Bible have 
something in common. They were all in 

relationship with the Lord. They regularly 
listened to the beat of His heart. As a result, 
when a moment of boldness presented itself, 

they were ready for the challenge. They 
knew they were not alone. They were 

following the heartbeat of God.

  What framework surrounds your life? Does 
your framework draw others to you so that 
you can share the Good News with them?

// BONNIE HEDSTROM
    DAY 4 - UNITY

_______

If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live 
at peace with everyone. 

Romans 12:18 NIV

I have been behind the camera taking 
pictures since I enrolled in photography 

classes in high school. My photography skills 
have improved over the years, resulting in 

better pictures.

One Christmas my husband framed one of 
my pictures as a gift to me. The simple frame 
drew me in to take a closer look. It accented 
the colors and enhanced the subjects. The 
frame also protected the picture, making it 

more valuable.

If a simple frame could measurably improve 
a picture, I wondered how our framework 
could affect us. What framework could we 
have that would draw people to us? The 
answer is clear. If we have God as the 

framework that holds our lives together, we 
can have hearts of compassion to live in 

loving unity with each other. 

God longs to frame us in His Glory, so that 
we can love and honor Him and live in unity 

with our brothers and sisters in Christ.
 

What framework surrounds your life? Does 
your framework draw others to you so that 
you can share the Good News with them?

// TERRY MOORE
    

DAY 8 - GOD’S 
PRESENCE

_______

Now, Lord my God you have made your servant 
king in place of my father David. But I am only 
a little child and do not know how to carry out 

my duties. Your servant is here among the 
people you have chosen, a great people too 
numerous to count or number. So give your 
servant a discerning heart to govern your 

people and to distinguish between right and 
wrong. For who is able to govern this great 

people of yours?
1 Kings 3:7-9 NIV

God was extremely pleased by Solomon’s 
request for a discerning heart, and he was 
given wisdom and discernment like none 

other before or after him. Scripture reports 
that the whole world sought audience to be 
in Solomon’s presence to hear the wisdom 

God had put into his heart. 

Solomon built a temple for the Lord that was 
magnificent down to the finest of details. 

Upon completion, Solomon offered sacrifices 
beyond number, and the glory of God came 

and filled the temple with His presence. 

Ultimately, asking for wisdom is asking for 
God’s living presence to be among us.

 
James 1:5 says, “If any of you lacks wisdom, 

he should ask God, who gives generously to all 
without finding fault, and it will be given to 

him.” Be bold today and ask for His wisdom for 
our church, home, and all of life’s decisions.

// JOHN MARTIN
  DAY 9 - FAVOR WITH 

GOD AND MAN
_______

For You, O Lord, will bless the righteous; with 
favor You will surround him as with a shield.  

Psalm 5:12 NKJV
 

Seek first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, and all these things shall be 

added to you.
Matthew 6:33 NKJV

The best definition of favor is “demonstrated 
delight.” God loves to demonstrate His 

delight to us in many different ways. God 
not only wants to extend favor to you, He 

wants you to want His favor.

In Psalm 119:58, we see David humbling 
himself and seeking after the Lord’s favor. In 

Matthew 6:33, Jesus tells us to seek Him 
first, and everything else will be added to us. 

Those two actions go hand in hand.

Humble yourself to seek after the Lord and 
all these things, favor included, will come to 

you.

Ask the Lord to show you how to extend His 
favor to those around you.

// BONNIE HEDSTROM
    

DAY 13 - WISDOM AND 
GUIDANCE

_______

But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first 
of all pure, then peace-loving, considerate, 

submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, 
impartial, and sincere.

James 3:17 NIV
 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean 
not on your own understanding.

Proverbs 3:5 NIV

As the local church, we are to work together 
towards being the Body of Christ. There 

can’t be a lot of “good ideas” going in various 
directions. This is the time to seek His 

wisdom and guidance together, so the Body 
parts aren’t working against each other. 

When He imparts His wisdom, we will know 
it. It is so clearly laid out in James 3:17. We 

will know it’s from heaven if it is pure, 
peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of 
mercy and good fruit, impartial, and sincere.

Let’s thank God for such beautiful clarity! He 
tells us how to know it’s from Him right in His 
Word. We need that on an individual level and 

together as the church.

// TERRI MARTIN
    DAY 14 - LEADERSHIP

_______

Praise be to the Lord, the God of our ancestors, 
who has put it into the king’s heart to bring 

honor to the house of the Lord in Jerusalem in 
this way and who has extended his good favor 
to me before the king and his advisers and all 
the king’s powerful officials. Because the hand 
of the Lord my God was on me, I took courage 

and gathered leaders from Israel to go up 
with me.

Ezra 7:27-28 NIV

God raised up and moved upon the heart of 
a king who did not even know Him to grant 
divine favor to a teacher of God’s law—Ezra, 
the priest. Ezra’s story is one of divine favor, 

provision, strength, confession, and 
repentance. 

These elements are eternal truths that must 
actively work throughout the fabric of our 
lives so that God’s purposes and plans can 

be accomplished in our generation.

Pray today that God will use our leadership 
within His Body—the Church—to fear God 

above all else and carry out his commands. 
May He even grant divine favor with those of 
power and influence who do not yet fear His 

name.

// JOHN MARTIN
    



NOTES

DAY 4 - UNITY
_______

If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live 
at peace with everyone. 

Romans 12:18 NIV

I have been behind the camera taking 
pictures since I enrolled in photography 

classes in high school. My photography skills 
have improved over the years, resulting in 

better pictures.

One Christmas my husband framed one of 
my pictures as a gift to me. The simple frame 
drew me in to take a closer look. It accented 
the colors and enhanced the subjects. The 
frame also protected the picture, making it 

more valuable.

If a simple frame could measurably improve 
a picture, I wondered how our framework 
could affect us. What framework could we 
have that would draw people to us? The 
answer is clear. If we have God as the 

framework that holds our lives together, we 
can have hearts of compassion to live in 

loving unity with each other. 

God longs to frame us in His Glory, so that 
we can love and honor Him and live in unity 

with our brothers and sisters in Christ.
 

What framework surrounds your life? Does 
your framework draw others to you so that 
you can share the Good News with them?

// TERRY MOORE
    

DAY 9 - FAVOR WITH 
GOD AND MAN

_______

For You, O Lord, will bless the righteous; with 
favor You will surround him as with a shield.  

Psalm 5:12 NKJV
 

Seek first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, and all these things shall be 

added to you.
Matthew 6:33 NKJV

The best definition of favor is “demonstrated 
delight.” God loves to demonstrate His 

delight to us in many different ways. God 
not only wants to extend favor to you, He 

wants you to want His favor.

In Psalm 119:58, we see David humbling 
himself and seeking after the Lord’s favor. In 

Matthew 6:33, Jesus tells us to seek Him 
first, and everything else will be added to us. 

Those two actions go hand in hand.

Humble yourself to seek after the Lord and 
all these things, favor included, will come to 

you.

Ask the Lord to show you how to extend His 
favor to those around you.

// BONNIE HEDSTROM
    

DAY 14 - LEADERSHIP
_______

Praise be to the Lord, the God of our ancestors, 
who has put it into the king’s heart to bring 

honor to the house of the Lord in Jerusalem in 
this way and who has extended his good favor 
to me before the king and his advisers and all 
the king’s powerful officials. Because the hand 
of the Lord my God was on me, I took courage 

and gathered leaders from Israel to go up 
with me.

Ezra 7:27-28 NIV

God raised up and moved upon the heart of 
a king who did not even know Him to grant 
divine favor to a teacher of God’s law—Ezra, 
the priest. Ezra’s story is one of divine favor, 

provision, strength, confession, and 
repentance. 

These elements are eternal truths that must 
actively work throughout the fabric of our 
lives so that God’s purposes and plans can 

be accomplished in our generation.

Pray today that God will use our leadership 
within His Body—the Church—to fear God 

above all else and carry out his commands. 
May He even grant divine favor with those of 
power and influence who do not yet fear His 

name.

// JOHN MARTIN
    



NOTES

DAY 5 - FAITHFULNESS
_______

The Lord is righteous in all His ways and 
faithful in all He does.

Psalm 145:17 NIV

When I was 15, I had an older friend with a 
driver’s license and a car. He was often my 

“wheels” to go fishing or hunting. But he was 
rarely true to his word. We’d set a time to go 

fishing, but he wouldn’t show up. I’d wait 
with my fishing equipment, lunch, and time 

ticking by. An hour later, no sign of him. 
When I called his house, I’d hear that he’d 

left early that morning to do something else 
without letting me know. It happened so 

often that I was surprised if he did show up. 
Eventually our friendship ended. You can’t 

build a friendship on unkept promises.
         
Our God is always faithful. Always. What He 

says, He will do. He never fails. It’s not in 
His nature. He’s faithful in all He does. And 
it’s what He expects of us, too. He used the 

word faithfulness more than 500 times 
in Scripture.

Is your word your bond? Do you make plans or 
promises you never intend to keep, or 

unintentionally fail to keep? Faithfulness with 
God and others is one way we imitate Jesus. 

Let’s be intentional about it.

// BILL RUCHTI
    DAY 6 - COMMUNITY

_______

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, 
since as members of one body you are called to 

peace. And be thankful. 
Colossians 3:15 NIV

 
Now you are the body of Christ and each of 

you has a part in it. 
1 Corinthians 12:27 NIV

 
How good and pleasant it is when God’s people 

live together in unity.
Psalm 133:1 NIV

When God communicates to us about how 
Christians are to regard each other, He uses 

the human body as a model. The amazing 
human body! He created it and understands 
it intricately.  Our human bodies do so much 

we don’t even have to think 
about—breathing, digestion, circulating 

blood, and more. All the parts work together 
so very well. 

We, as the Body of Christ, are to work 
together this way. When you scan any 

congregation, you take in such a variety of 
humanity. When we are healthy, seeking to 
follow the Lord and His will, we function as 

a healthy body. Each person doing God’s will 
with their own uniqueness. Our differences 
serve various functions and contribute to 

the Body as a whole.

Let’s look at each other’s differences as assets, 
appreciating what God has put into each of us 

to build each other up.

// TERRI MARTIN    
DAY 10 - COMPASSION

_______

Shout for joy, O heavens; rejoice O earth! Burst 
into song, O mountains! For the Lord comforts 

His people and will have compassion on His 
afflicted ones.

Isaiah 49:13 NLT & NIV 

Caring Bridge is a website that focuses on 
showing compassion to people with 

life-threatening health challenges. A young 
wife and mom named Sarah uses the site to 
update her friends and family regarding her 

three-year battle with cancer. She is 
overcome with the compassionate responses 

to her posts, especially the powerful 
prayers.

People also compassionately bring meals for 
her family, take care of her young children 
when she is hospitalized, and get jobs done 
around the house. These acts take burdens 

off of her and her husband.

Jesus demonstrated the ultimate level of 
compassion when he died on the cross to 

take away our sins. I can picture Jesus 
smiling down on people who show 

compassion for those in need, just as He did.

Are you in need of compassion? If you are, 
how do you let people know you need love and 

understanding? Is there someone God is 
calling you to show compassion to? How will 

you do that?

// TERRY MOORE
    DAY 11 - GENEROSITY

_______

Whoever sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and whoever sows generously will 

also reap generously.
2 Corinthians 9:6 NIV

When we bought a house in the country 
more than 40 years ago, finances were tight. 
Our new neighbors to the south of us were 
people who loved the Lord and loved to be 

generous. Often a bag of groceries 
mysteriously appeared on our back step. Or 
a note in the mail held what we needed to 

pay a bill. What a blessing! What an example 
of God’s kind of generosity, expecting 

nothing in return but that we would pass on 
the practice and do the same for others 

when we could.

The gift of generosity doesn’t come with fine 
print: “I’ll give so I can get more, pat myself 
on the back, or so the other person will owe 
me.” God leads us to those in need. Our only 
fitting response is to give, expecting nothing 

in return.

How can you watch for more chances to be 
generous? God creates the opportunities. Are 

you ready to respond?

// BILL RUCHTI
    

DAY 15 - WALKING WITH 
ROYALTY
_______

You are chosen, a royal priesthood, holy for 
God's own possession, so that you would 

proclaim the divine power of I AM who has 
called you out of darkness into His marvelous 

light.
1 Peter 2:9 NASB & ONMB

Have you noticed how many earthly systems 
are modeled after godly ones? Many times 
royal kingdoms or kingdom authority are 

referenced in Scripture. We see this in the 
healing found in Matthew 8:5-10 & Luke 

7:2-10.

A centurion sent a young servant to Jesus 
for the healing of someone in his home. The 
servant tells Jesus He doesn’t need to come 
to the house to bring healing because Jesus 

is a person of authority. The servant 
understands how authority works. Jesus said 

no one in Israel had faith like the one who 
understood kingdom authority.

Royal people were not the only ones in 
Scripture with great authority. Priests had 
exceptional access to God through their 

work in the temple and were in a position of 
authority as well.

Jesus made a way for all believers to have 
that same access to God. Paul tells us that 

Jesus made us “royal priests.” That is a 
double portion of authority! Through royalty, 
we have governmental authority. As a priest, 

we have spiritual authority.

Ask the Lord to show you how to use your 
authority in Christ.

// BONNIE HEDSTROM
    

DAY 16 - KEYS TO THE 
KINGDOM

_______

And I will give you the keys to the kingdom of 
heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be 

bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 
earth will be loosed in heaven.

Matthew 16:19 NKJV

At my age, to my dismay, it is not uncommon 
for me to misplace my keys. I have been 

locked out of my house and car and have 
had to be rescued. Let me tell you, replacing 

car keys is not cheap.

My family probably would not trust me with 
their keys, so it astounds me that Jesus 

would give me the keys to the kingdom of 
heaven! Furthermore, He tells me that 

whatever I bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven and whatever I loose on earth will be 

loosed in heaven. 

Isn’t that incredible and sobering? The Lord 
equips and empowers us to do His work 

here on earth.

What is the Lord calling you to bind in your 
life? What does He want you to loose on 

earth? What doors will you open or shut for 
the Kingdom of God?

// TERRY MOORE
    



NOTES

DAY 6 - COMMUNITY
_______

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, 
since as members of one body you are called to 

peace. And be thankful. 
Colossians 3:15 NIV

 
Now you are the body of Christ and each of 

you has a part in it. 
1 Corinthians 12:27 NIV

 
How good and pleasant it is when God’s people 

live together in unity.
Psalm 133:1 NIV

When God communicates to us about how 
Christians are to regard each other, He uses 

the human body as a model. The amazing 
human body! He created it and understands 
it intricately.  Our human bodies do so much 

we don’t even have to think 
about—breathing, digestion, circulating 

blood, and more. All the parts work together 
so very well. 

We, as the Body of Christ, are to work 
together this way. When you scan any 

congregation, you take in such a variety of 
humanity. When we are healthy, seeking to 
follow the Lord and His will, we function as 

a healthy body. Each person doing God’s will 
with their own uniqueness. Our differences 
serve various functions and contribute to 

the Body as a whole.

Let’s look at each other’s differences as assets, 
appreciating what God has put into each of us 

to build each other up.

// TERRI MARTIN    
DAY 11 - GENEROSITY

_______

Whoever sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and whoever sows generously will 

also reap generously.
2 Corinthians 9:6 NIV

When we bought a house in the country 
more than 40 years ago, finances were tight. 
Our new neighbors to the south of us were 
people who loved the Lord and loved to be 

generous. Often a bag of groceries 
mysteriously appeared on our back step. Or 
a note in the mail held what we needed to 

pay a bill. What a blessing! What an example 
of God’s kind of generosity, expecting 

nothing in return but that we would pass on 
the practice and do the same for others 

when we could.

The gift of generosity doesn’t come with fine 
print: “I’ll give so I can get more, pat myself 
on the back, or so the other person will owe 
me.” God leads us to those in need. Our only 
fitting response is to give, expecting nothing 

in return.

How can you watch for more chances to be 
generous? God creates the opportunities. Are 

you ready to respond?

// BILL RUCHTI
    

DAY 16 - KEYS TO THE 
KINGDOM

_______

And I will give you the keys to the kingdom of 
heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be 

bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 
earth will be loosed in heaven.

Matthew 16:19 NKJV

At my age, to my dismay, it is not uncommon 
for me to misplace my keys. I have been 

locked out of my house and car and have 
had to be rescued. Let me tell you, replacing 

car keys is not cheap.

My family probably would not trust me with 
their keys, so it astounds me that Jesus 

would give me the keys to the kingdom of 
heaven! Furthermore, He tells me that 

whatever I bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven and whatever I loose on earth will be 

loosed in heaven. 

Isn’t that incredible and sobering? The Lord 
equips and empowers us to do His work 

here on earth.

What is the Lord calling you to bind in your 
life? What does He want you to loose on 

earth? What doors will you open or shut for 
the Kingdom of God?

// TERRY MOORE
    DAY 17 - SACRIFICE

_______

And do not forget to do good and share with 
others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased. 

Hebrews 13:16 NIV

The dictionary defines sacrifice “to forfeit 
(one thing) for another thing considered to 

be of greater value.”
         

We’re directed in Scripture to live 
sacrificially. We sacrifice time and money to 

give our children what they need. A husband 
is to love and sacrifice for his wife. Christ 
was the ultimate sacrifice, giving up His 

earthly body for us so we could become His 
children and live with Him forever. No 
greater sacrifice has ever been given.

What sacrifice is God asking of you? Is it time? 
Comfort? A possession? A position? Are you 

willing to give that up for something of greater 
value—God’s call and His purposes?

// BILL RUCHTI
    



NOTES

DAY 8 - GOD’S 
PRESENCE

_______

Now, Lord my God you have made your servant 
king in place of my father David. But I am only 
a little child and do not know how to carry out 

my duties. Your servant is here among the 
people you have chosen, a great people too 
numerous to count or number. So give your 
servant a discerning heart to govern your 

people and to distinguish between right and 
wrong. For who is able to govern this great 

people of yours?
1 Kings 3:7-9 NIV

God was extremely pleased by Solomon’s 
request for a discerning heart, and he was 
given wisdom and discernment like none 

other before or after him. Scripture reports 
that the whole world sought audience to be 
in Solomon’s presence to hear the wisdom 

God had put into his heart. 

Solomon built a temple for the Lord that was 
magnificent down to the finest of details. 

Upon completion, Solomon offered sacrifices 
beyond number, and the glory of God came 

and filled the temple with His presence. 

Ultimately, asking for wisdom is asking for 
God’s living presence to be among us.

 
James 1:5 says, “If any of you lacks wisdom, 

he should ask God, who gives generously to all 
without finding fault, and it will be given to 

him.” Be bold today and ask for His wisdom for 
our church, home, and all of life’s decisions.

// JOHN MARTIN
  

DAY 12 - COURAGE
_______

Do not be afraid or discouraged, for the LORD 
will personally go ahead of you. He will be with 
you; he will neither fail you nor abandon you.  

Deuteronomy 31:8 NLT

Almost everything of any significance 
requires a measure of courage. Or a 

truckload of courage. Few things of meaning 
don’t come packaged with risk. But not 

every risk comes packaged with meaning.
         
Anything we do out of love for God and for 
His people or from a heart of concern for 

the physical, emotional, and spiritual needs 
of those who need Him, any task we take on 

at His direction has courage built-in . . . 
because the Lord our God personally goes 
ahead of us. He paves the way, points out 

the potholes, protects us from the elements, 
and promises His presence.

         
Will it take courage to move forward into 

God’s next steps for each of us? Yes. But we 
don’t move alone, and the Courage-Giver 

offers to lead the way.

Commit today to take hold of the courage He 
provides, and retire any worries about how 
impossible your journey seems. He’s miles 

ahead of you already. And He’s the God of the 
Impossible.

// CINDY RUCHTI

DAY 13 - WISDOM AND 
GUIDANCE

_______

But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first 
of all pure, then peace-loving, considerate, 

submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, 
impartial, and sincere.

James 3:17 NIV
 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean 
not on your own understanding.

Proverbs 3:5 NIV

As the local church, we are to work together 
towards being the Body of Christ. There 

can’t be a lot of “good ideas” going in various 
directions. This is the time to seek His 

wisdom and guidance together, so the Body 
parts aren’t working against each other. 

When He imparts His wisdom, we will know 
it. It is so clearly laid out in James 3:17. We 

will know it’s from heaven if it is pure, 
peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of 
mercy and good fruit, impartial, and sincere.

Let’s thank God for such beautiful clarity! He 
tells us how to know it’s from Him right in His 
Word. We need that on an individual level and 

together as the church.

// TERRI MARTIN
    

DAY 17 - SACRIFICE
_______

And do not forget to do good and share with 
others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased. 

Hebrews 13:16 NIV

The dictionary defines sacrifice “to forfeit 
(one thing) for another thing considered to 

be of greater value.”
         

We’re directed in Scripture to live 
sacrificially. We sacrifice time and money to 

give our children what they need. A husband 
is to love and sacrifice for his wife. Christ 
was the ultimate sacrifice, giving up His 

earthly body for us so we could become His 
children and live with Him forever. No 
greater sacrifice has ever been given.

What sacrifice is God asking of you? Is it time? 
Comfort? A possession? A position? Are you 

willing to give that up for something of greater 
value—God’s call and His purposes?

// BILL RUCHTI
    DAY 18 - JOY

_______

Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters 
whenever you face trials of many kinds. 

James 1:2 NIV

Pure joy, the Words says. Pure joy. Read 
James 1:2 like you’re reading it for the first 
time. The author, James, acknowledges we 
will have trials of many kinds. Sometimes 

hard and painful.  We know trials come in so 
many forms. They can be personal, physical, 

social, spiritual, practical, emotional. He 
didn’t say we should consider these trials as 
fun or a source of happiness, but to consider 

them as pure joy.

The pure joy part can only come by knowing 
who walks with us. Our Lord and Savior, 

lover of our souls. We can talk to Him about 
ANYTHING! He still loves. He loves us when 

we are overwhelmed and discouraged. 
When we lean into His love during the 

“many trials” is when the “pure joy” comes.

Take a minute to consider trials that are 
personal, and trials we experience as a Body. 

Consider them with an overlayment of joy. 
Because of Christ’s provision and faithfulness 

to walk with us.

// TERRI MARTIN
    



NOTES

DAY 8 - GOD’S 
PRESENCE

_______

Now, Lord my God you have made your servant 
king in place of my father David. But I am only 
a little child and do not know how to carry out 

my duties. Your servant is here among the 
people you have chosen, a great people too 
numerous to count or number. So give your 
servant a discerning heart to govern your 

people and to distinguish between right and 
wrong. For who is able to govern this great 

people of yours?
1 Kings 3:7-9 NIV

God was extremely pleased by Solomon’s 
request for a discerning heart, and he was 
given wisdom and discernment like none 

other before or after him. Scripture reports 
that the whole world sought audience to be 
in Solomon’s presence to hear the wisdom 

God had put into his heart. 

Solomon built a temple for the Lord that was 
magnificent down to the finest of details. 

Upon completion, Solomon offered sacrifices 
beyond number, and the glory of God came 

and filled the temple with His presence. 

Ultimately, asking for wisdom is asking for 
God’s living presence to be among us.

 
James 1:5 says, “If any of you lacks wisdom, 

he should ask God, who gives generously to all 
without finding fault, and it will be given to 

him.” Be bold today and ask for His wisdom for 
our church, home, and all of life’s decisions.

// JOHN MARTIN
  DAY 9 - FAVOR WITH 

GOD AND MAN
_______

For You, O Lord, will bless the righteous; with 
favor You will surround him as with a shield.  

Psalm 5:12 NKJV
 

Seek first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, and all these things shall be 

added to you.
Matthew 6:33 NKJV

The best definition of favor is “demonstrated 
delight.” God loves to demonstrate His 

delight to us in many different ways. God 
not only wants to extend favor to you, He 

wants you to want His favor.

In Psalm 119:58, we see David humbling 
himself and seeking after the Lord’s favor. In 

Matthew 6:33, Jesus tells us to seek Him 
first, and everything else will be added to us. 

Those two actions go hand in hand.

Humble yourself to seek after the Lord and 
all these things, favor included, will come to 

you.

Ask the Lord to show you how to extend His 
favor to those around you.

// BONNIE HEDSTROM
    

DAY 13 - WISDOM AND 
GUIDANCE

_______

But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first 
of all pure, then peace-loving, considerate, 

submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, 
impartial, and sincere.

James 3:17 NIV
 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean 
not on your own understanding.

Proverbs 3:5 NIV

As the local church, we are to work together 
towards being the Body of Christ. There 

can’t be a lot of “good ideas” going in various 
directions. This is the time to seek His 

wisdom and guidance together, so the Body 
parts aren’t working against each other. 

When He imparts His wisdom, we will know 
it. It is so clearly laid out in James 3:17. We 

will know it’s from heaven if it is pure, 
peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of 
mercy and good fruit, impartial, and sincere.

Let’s thank God for such beautiful clarity! He 
tells us how to know it’s from Him right in His 
Word. We need that on an individual level and 

together as the church.

// TERRI MARTIN
    DAY 14 - LEADERSHIP

_______

Praise be to the Lord, the God of our ancestors, 
who has put it into the king’s heart to bring 

honor to the house of the Lord in Jerusalem in 
this way and who has extended his good favor 
to me before the king and his advisers and all 
the king’s powerful officials. Because the hand 
of the Lord my God was on me, I took courage 

and gathered leaders from Israel to go up 
with me.

Ezra 7:27-28 NIV

God raised up and moved upon the heart of 
a king who did not even know Him to grant 
divine favor to a teacher of God’s law—Ezra, 
the priest. Ezra’s story is one of divine favor, 

provision, strength, confession, and 
repentance. 

These elements are eternal truths that must 
actively work throughout the fabric of our 
lives so that God’s purposes and plans can 

be accomplished in our generation.

Pray today that God will use our leadership 
within His Body—the Church—to fear God 

above all else and carry out his commands. 
May He even grant divine favor with those of 
power and influence who do not yet fear His 

name.

// JOHN MARTIN
    

DAY 18 - JOY
_______

Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters 
whenever you face trials of many kinds. 

James 1:2 NIV

Pure joy, the Words says. Pure joy. Read 
James 1:2 like you’re reading it for the first 
time. The author, James, acknowledges we 
will have trials of many kinds. Sometimes 

hard and painful.  We know trials come in so 
many forms. They can be personal, physical, 

social, spiritual, practical, emotional. He 
didn’t say we should consider these trials as 
fun or a source of happiness, but to consider 

them as pure joy.

The pure joy part can only come by knowing 
who walks with us. Our Lord and Savior, 

lover of our souls. We can talk to Him about 
ANYTHING! He still loves. He loves us when 

we are overwhelmed and discouraged. 
When we lean into His love during the 

“many trials” is when the “pure joy” comes.

Take a minute to consider trials that are 
personal, and trials we experience as a Body. 

Consider them with an overlayment of joy. 
Because of Christ’s provision and faithfulness 

to walk with us.

// TERRI MARTIN
    DAY 19 - DEVOTION

_______

Teach me your ways, Lord, that I may walk in 
your truth; let me wholeheartedly revere your 

name.
Psalm 86:11 ISV

What would it do to a relationship to hear 
someone you care about say, “Listen, I really 

like you. I’m ready to take it to the next 
level. I’m partially devoted to you”? Partial or 

half-hearted devotion is an oxymoron, like 
the famed jumbo shrimp or minor disaster. 

The word devoted assumes an all-in, 
complete, no other, steadfast commitment 

and dedication.
         
God is fully devoted to us, unwavering in His 

love for us and His dedication to our 
relationship with Him. What does devotion 

look like from the other side? Are we leaning 
on Him as a last resort? Committed to follow 

His teaching as long as it doesn’t interfere 
with our plans or passions? Willing to do 
whatever He asks, if it aligns with our life 
goals and isn’t too inconvenient, messy, or 

risky?

Then, is it devotion? The psalmist David 
needed to remind himself that half-hearted 

is a relationship pinch-point with the Lord. It 
creates distance, not true devotion. As 

devoted as we might be to the causes and 
vision God has for us, may we be most 
concerned about our devotion to Him.

As you ponder these thoughts, take a look at 
additional verses of Scripture to see what 
happens when God’s people waver from 

wholehearted devotion: 2 Chronicles 25:2; 
Proverbs 11:20; 2 Corinthians 11:3.

// CINDY RUCHTI
    



NOTES

DAY 9 - FAVOR WITH 
GOD AND MAN

_______

For You, O Lord, will bless the righteous; with 
favor You will surround him as with a shield.  

Psalm 5:12 NKJV

Seek first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, and all these things shall be 

added to you.
Matthew 6:33 NKJV

The best definition of favor is “demonstrated 
delight.” God loves to demonstrate His 

delight to us in many different ways. God 
not only wants to extend favor to you, He 

wants you to want His favor.

In Psalm 119:58, we see David humbling 
himself and seeking after the Lord’s favor. In 

Matthew 6:33, Jesus tells us to seek Him 
first, and everything else will be added to us. 

Those two actions go hand in hand.

Humble yourself to seek after the Lord and 
all these things, favor included, will come to 

you.

Ask the Lord to show you how to extend His 
favor to those around you.

// BONNIE HEDSTROM

DAY 14 - LEADERSHIP
_______

Praise be to the Lord, the God of our ancestors, 
who has put it into the king’s heart to bring 

honor to the house of the Lord in Jerusalem in 
this way and who has extended his good favor 
to me before the king and his advisers and all 
the king’s powerful officials. Because the hand 
of the Lord my God was on me, I took courage 

and gathered leaders from Israel to go up 
with me.

Ezra 7:27-28 NIV

God raised up and moved upon the heart of 
a king who did not even know Him to grant 
divine favor to a teacher of God’s law—Ezra, 
the priest. Ezra’s story is one of divine favor, 

provision, strength, confession, and 
repentance. 

These elements are eternal truths that must 
actively work throughout the fabric of our 
lives so that God’s purposes and plans can 

be accomplished in our generation.

Pray today that God will use our leadership 
within His Body—the Church—to fear God 

above all else and carry out his commands. 
May He even grant divine favor with those of 
power and influence who do not yet fear His 

name.

// JOHN MARTIN

DAY 19 - DEVOTION
_______

Teach me your ways, Lord, that I may walk in 
your truth; let me wholeheartedly revere your 

name.
Psalm 86:11 ISV

What would it do to a relationship to hear 
someone you care about say, “Listen, I really 

like you. I’m ready to take it to the next 
level. I’m partially devoted to you”? Partial or 

half-hearted devotion is an oxymoron, like 
the famed jumbo shrimp or minor disaster. 

The word devoted assumes an all-in, 
complete, no other, steadfast commitment 

and dedication.

God is fully devoted to us, unwavering in His 
love for us and His dedication to our 

relationship with Him. What does devotion 
look like from the other side? Are we leaning 
on Him as a last resort? Committed to follow 

His teaching as long as it doesn’t interfere 
with our plans or passions? Willing to do 
whatever He asks, if it aligns with our life
goals and isn’t too inconvenient, messy, or 

risky?

Then, is it devotion? The psalmist David 
needed to remind himself that half-hearted 
is a relationship pinch-point with the Lord. It 

creates distance, not true devotion. As 
devoted as we might be to the causes and 

vision God has for us, may we be most 
concerned about our devotion to Him.

As you ponder these thoughts, take a look at 
additional verses of Scripture to see what 
happens when God’s people waver from 

wholehearted devotion: 2 Chronicles 25:2; 
Proverbs 11:20; 2 Corinthians 11:3.

// CINDY RUCHTI



NOTES

DAY 10 - COMPASSION
_______

Shout for joy, O heavens; rejoice O earth! Burst 
into song, O mountains! For the Lord comforts 

His people and will have compassion on His 
afflicted ones.

Isaiah 49:13 NLT & NIV 

Caring Bridge is a website that focuses on 
showing compassion to people with 

life-threatening health challenges. A young 
wife and mom named Sarah uses the site to 
update her friends and family regarding her 

three-year battle with cancer. She is 
overcome with the compassionate responses 

to her posts, especially the powerful 
prayers.

People also compassionately bring meals for 
her family, take care of her young children 
when she is hospitalized, and get jobs done 
around the house. These acts take burdens 

off of her and her husband.

Jesus demonstrated the ultimate level of 
compassion when he died on the cross to 

take away our sins. I can picture Jesus 
smiling down on people who show 

compassion for those in need, just as He did.

Are you in need of compassion? If you are, 
how do you let people know you need love and 

understanding? Is there someone God is 
calling you to show compassion to? How will 

you do that?

// TERRY MOORE
    DAY 11 - GENEROSITY

_______

Whoever sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and whoever sows generously will 

also reap generously.
2 Corinthians 9:6 NIV

When we bought a house in the country 
more than 40 years ago, finances were tight. 
Our new neighbors to the south of us were 
people who loved the Lord and loved to be 

generous. Often a bag of groceries 
mysteriously appeared on our back step. Or 
a note in the mail held what we needed to 

pay a bill. What a blessing! What an example 
of God’s kind of generosity, expecting 

nothing in return but that we would pass on 
the practice and do the same for others 

when we could.

The gift of generosity doesn’t come with fine 
print: “I’ll give so I can get more, pat myself 
on the back, or so the other person will owe 
me.” God leads us to those in need. Our only 
fitting response is to give, expecting nothing 

in return.

How can you watch for more chances to be 
generous? God creates the opportunities. Are 

you ready to respond?

// BILL RUCHTI
    

DAY 15 - WALKING WITH 
ROYALTY
_______

You are chosen, a royal priesthood, holy for 
God's own possession, so that you would 

proclaim the divine power of I AM who has 
called you out of darkness into His marvelous 

light.
1 Peter 2:9 NASB & ONMB

Have you noticed how many earthly systems 
are modeled after godly ones? Many times 
royal kingdoms or kingdom authority are 

referenced in Scripture. We see this in the 
healing found in Matthew 8:5-10 & Luke 

7:2-10.

A centurion sent a young servant to Jesus 
for the healing of someone in his home. The 
servant tells Jesus He doesn’t need to come 
to the house to bring healing because Jesus 

is a person of authority. The servant 
understands how authority works. Jesus said 

no one in Israel had faith like the one who 
understood kingdom authority.

Royal people were not the only ones in 
Scripture with great authority. Priests had 
exceptional access to God through their 

work in the temple and were in a position of 
authority as well.

Jesus made a way for all believers to have 
that same access to God. Paul tells us that 

Jesus made us “royal priests.” That is a 
double portion of authority! Through royalty, 
we have governmental authority. As a priest, 

we have spiritual authority.

Ask the Lord to show you how to use your 
authority in Christ.

// BONNIE HEDSTROM
    

DAY 16 - KEYS TO THE 
KINGDOM

_______

And I will give you the keys to the kingdom of 
heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be 

bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 
earth will be loosed in heaven.

Matthew 16:19 NKJV

At my age, to my dismay, it is not uncommon 
for me to misplace my keys. I have been 

locked out of my house and car and have 
had to be rescued. Let me tell you, replacing 

car keys is not cheap.

My family probably would not trust me with 
their keys, so it astounds me that Jesus 

would give me the keys to the kingdom of 
heaven! Furthermore, He tells me that 

whatever I bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven and whatever I loose on earth will be 

loosed in heaven. 

Isn’t that incredible and sobering? The Lord 
equips and empowers us to do His work 

here on earth.

What is the Lord calling you to bind in your 
life? What does He want you to loose on 

earth? What doors will you open or shut for 
the Kingdom of God?

// TERRY MOORE
    

DAY 20 - MEDIATOR
_______

Lord, the God of heaven, the great and 
awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love 

with those who love him and keep his 
commandments, let your ear be attentive and 

your eyes open to hear the prayer your servant 
is praying before you day and night for your 

servants, the people of Israel. I confess the sins 
we Israelites, including myself and my father’s 

family, have committed against you.
Nehemiah 1:5-6 NIV

Nehemiah, in his generation, stood as a 
mediator between God and the nation of 

Israel. A remnant of exiled Israelites rose up 
to follow the leading of the prophet and 

rebuild the broken wall that surrounded the 
City of Jerusalem. Nehemiah’s prayer moved 

the God of Heaven to rain down strength 
and direction to a nation that had lost its 

way.  

Jesus Christ is forever the mediator between 
the Father and all mankind. Your world with 
Jesus at the center will set all of life in the 

correct order. He provides clarity and focus 
and strength to withstand all those who 
oppose the truth, even as in the days of 

Nehemiah.

Pray to your Mediator today, confess the sins 
of our nation and your own sin, and watch 
Him break through like the morning dawn.

// JOHN MARTIN
    DAY 21 - MAY YOUR 

SOUL PROSPER
_______

Beloved, I pray that in every way you may 
succeed and prosper and be in good health 

[physically], just as [I know] your soul prospers 
[spiritually].

3 John 1:2 AMP

The soul refers to a person’s mind, will, and 
emotions. So how are we supposed to be 

able to bring prosperity in all that? The key 
is to be in relationship with God and allow 
Him to do a good work in our life. He loves 

us more than we know and will deal tenderly 
with us.

When we think of prosperity, our culture 
focuses on financial wealth. God’s view of 
prosperity is much greater. He focuses on 

abundance. He wants to bring us an 
abundance in all areas of our life. Imagine 
how wonderful life would be if we had an 

abundance of joy, or an abundance of peace? 
The list is unlimited when we are living with 

the Lord.

Does this mean that God won’t give financial 
wealth if you are following Him? Maybe; 

maybe not. In Philippians 4:19 God said He 
would supply all of our needs. The 

wonderful thought is that it is based out of 
His heavenly riches. He has enough for 

everyone.

Focus on your relationship with the Lord, 
trusting He will bring you an abundance of all 

good things.

// BONNIE HEDSTROM
    



NOTES

DAY 11 - GENEROSITY
_______

Whoever sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and whoever sows generously will 

also reap generously.
2 Corinthians 9:6 NIV

When we bought a house in the country 
more than 40 years ago, finances were tight. 
Our new neighbors to the south of us were 
people who loved the Lord and loved to be 

generous. Often a bag of groceries 
mysteriously appeared on our back step. Or 
a note in the mail held what we needed to 

pay a bill. What a blessing! What an example 
of God’s kind of generosity, expecting 

nothing in return but that we would pass on 
the practice and do the same for others 

when we could.

The gift of generosity doesn’t come with fine 
print: “I’ll give so I can get more, pat myself 
on the back, or so the other person will owe 
me.” God leads us to those in need. Our only 
fitting response is to give, expecting nothing 

in return.

How can you watch for more chances to be 
generous? God creates the opportunities. Are 

you ready to respond?

// BILL RUCHTI
    

DAY 16 - KEYS TO THE 
KINGDOM

_______

And I will give you the keys to the kingdom of 
heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be 

bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 
earth will be loosed in heaven.

Matthew 16:19 NKJV

At my age, to my dismay, it is not uncommon 
for me to misplace my keys. I have been 

locked out of my house and car and have 
had to be rescued. Let me tell you, replacing 

car keys is not cheap.

My family probably would not trust me with 
their keys, so it astounds me that Jesus 

would give me the keys to the kingdom of 
heaven! Furthermore, He tells me that 

whatever I bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven and whatever I loose on earth will be 

loosed in heaven. 

Isn’t that incredible and sobering? The Lord 
equips and empowers us to do His work 

here on earth.

What is the Lord calling you to bind in your 
life? What does He want you to loose on 

earth? What doors will you open or shut for 
the Kingdom of God?

// TERRY MOORE
    DAY 17 - SACRIFICE

_______

And do not forget to do good and share with 
others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased. 

Hebrews 13:16 NIV

The dictionary defines sacrifice “to forfeit 
(one thing) for another thing considered to 

be of greater value.”
         

We’re directed in Scripture to live 
sacrificially. We sacrifice time and money to 

give our children what they need. A husband 
is to love and sacrifice for his wife. Christ 
was the ultimate sacrifice, giving up His 

earthly body for us so we could become His 
children and live with Him forever. No 
greater sacrifice has ever been given.

What sacrifice is God asking of you? Is it time? 
Comfort? A possession? A position? Are you 

willing to give that up for something of greater 
value—God’s call and His purposes?

// BILL RUCHTI
    

DAY 21 - MAY YOUR 
SOUL PROSPER

_______

Beloved, I pray that in every way you may 
succeed and prosper and be in good health 

[physically], just as [I know] your soul prospers 
[spiritually].

3 John 1:2 AMP

The soul refers to a person’s mind, will, and 
emotions. So how are we supposed to be 

able to bring prosperity in all that? The key 
is to be in relationship with God and allow 
Him to do a good work in our life. He loves 

us more than we know and will deal tenderly 
with us.

When we think of prosperity, our culture 
focuses on financial wealth. God’s view of 
prosperity is much greater. He focuses on 

abundance. He wants to bring us an 
abundance in all areas of our life. Imagine 
how wonderful life would be if we had an 

abundance of joy, or an abundance of peace? 
The list is unlimited when we are living with 

the Lord.

Does this mean that God won’t give financial 
wealth if you are following Him? Maybe; 

maybe not. In Philippians 4:19 God said He 
would supply all of our needs. The 

wonderful thought is that it is based out of 
His heavenly riches. He has enough for 

everyone.

Focus on your relationship with the Lord, 
trusting He will bring you an abundance of all 

good things.

// BONNIE HEDSTROM
    DAY 22 - GUARD YOUR 

HEART
_______

Above all else guard your heart, for everything 
you do flows from it.
Proverbs 4:23 NIV

A person’s heart is about the size of his/her 
fist and is responsible for carrying life-giving 
blood to every cell of the body. Taking care 

of this organ is essential because, without its 
pumping, there would be no life.

Just as we take care of our physical hearts, 
we need to take care of our spiritual hearts. 
In order to grow in the image of Christ, we 

must give ourselves whole-heartedly to Him. 
He wants to transform our hearts and minds 

so that we become the people he planned 
for us to be before time began.

We are not naïve though; we recognize that 
the enemy, the world, and even our own 

flesh want to jade our hearts and prevent us 
from reaching God’s destinies for us. We 

don’t have to worry, though. If we miss the 
mark for guarding our hearts, and we sin, 

Jesus’s shed blood covers us. We can go to 
Him, confess and repent, and start with 

clean slates to keep our hearts flowing with 
all that honors and blesses God.

What area of your life is God calling you to 
surrender to Him in order to keep your heart 

guarded? How can you stand up against 
anything that attacks your heart?

// TERRY MOORE
    



NOTES

DAY 13 - WISDOM AND 
GUIDANCE

_______

But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first 
of all pure, then peace-loving, considerate, 

submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, 
impartial, and sincere.

James 3:17 NIV
 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean 
not on your own understanding.

Proverbs 3:5 NIV

As the local church, we are to work together 
towards being the Body of Christ. There 

can’t be a lot of “good ideas” going in various 
directions. This is the time to seek His 

wisdom and guidance together, so the Body 
parts aren’t working against each other. 

When He imparts His wisdom, we will know 
it. It is so clearly laid out in James 3:17. We 

will know it’s from heaven if it is pure, 
peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of 
mercy and good fruit, impartial, and sincere.

Let’s thank God for such beautiful clarity! He 
tells us how to know it’s from Him right in His 
Word. We need that on an individual level and 

together as the church.

// TERRI MARTIN
    

DAY 17 - SACRIFICE
_______

And do not forget to do good and share with 
others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased. 

Hebrews 13:16 NIV

The dictionary defines sacrifice “to forfeit 
(one thing) for another thing considered to 

be of greater value.”
         

We’re directed in Scripture to live 
sacrificially. We sacrifice time and money to 

give our children what they need. A husband 
is to love and sacrifice for his wife. Christ 
was the ultimate sacrifice, giving up His 

earthly body for us so we could become His 
children and live with Him forever. No 
greater sacrifice has ever been given.

What sacrifice is God asking of you? Is it time? 
Comfort? A possession? A position? Are you 

willing to give that up for something of greater 
value—God’s call and His purposes?

// BILL RUCHTI
    DAY 18 - JOY

_______

Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters 
whenever you face trials of many kinds. 

James 1:2 NIV

Pure joy, the Words says. Pure joy. Read 
James 1:2 like you’re reading it for the first 
time. The author, James, acknowledges we 
will have trials of many kinds. Sometimes 

hard and painful.  We know trials come in so 
many forms. They can be personal, physical, 

social, spiritual, practical, emotional. He 
didn’t say we should consider these trials as 
fun or a source of happiness, but to consider 

them as pure joy.

The pure joy part can only come by knowing 
who walks with us. Our Lord and Savior, 

lover of our souls. We can talk to Him about 
ANYTHING! He still loves. He loves us when 

we are overwhelmed and discouraged. 
When we lean into His love during the 

“many trials” is when the “pure joy” comes.

Take a minute to consider trials that are 
personal, and trials we experience as a Body. 

Consider them with an overlayment of joy. 
Because of Christ’s provision and faithfulness 

to walk with us.

// TERRI MARTIN
    

DAY 22 - GUARD YOUR 
HEART

_______

Above all else guard your heart, for everything 
you do flows from it.
Proverbs 4:23 NIV

A person’s heart is about the size of his/her 
fist and is responsible for carrying life-giving 
blood to every cell of the body. Taking care 

of this organ is essential because, without its 
pumping, there would be no life.

Just as we take care of our physical hearts, 
we need to take care of our spiritual hearts. 
In order to grow in the image of Christ, we 

must give ourselves whole-heartedly to Him. 
He wants to transform our hearts and minds 

so that we become the people he planned 
for us to be before time began.

We are not naïve though; we recognize that 
the enemy, the world, and even our own 

flesh want to jade our hearts and prevent us 
from reaching God’s destinies for us. We 

don’t have to worry, though. If we miss the 
mark for guarding our hearts, and we sin, 

Jesus’s shed blood covers us. We can go to 
Him, confess and repent, and start with 

clean slates to keep our hearts flowing with 
all that honors and blesses God.

What area of your life is God calling you to 
surrender to Him in order to keep your heart 

guarded? How can you stand up against 
anything that attacks your heart?

// TERRY MOORE
    DAY 23 - PEACE

_______

And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus.
Philippians 4:7 NIV

 
Cast all your anxiety on Him because He cares 

for you.
1 Peter 5:7 NIV

 
You will keep in perfect peace those whose 
mind is steadfast because they trust in you. 

Isaiah 26:3 NIV

Change often equals stress. This can be true 
in our lives individually, in families, and even 

within our church. Change, according to 
God’s Word, does not HAVE to equal stress. 
God’s peace transcends all understanding. 

God’s peace will guard our hearts and minds 
if we allow it to. What a relief! His provision 

of peace will protect us.

Let’s commit, as a Body, to allow His peace to 
direct our hearts and minds through the 

changes that may occur within our 
local church.

// TERRI MARTIN
    



NOTES

DAY 13 - WISDOM AND 
GUIDANCE

_______

But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first 
of all pure, then peace-loving, considerate, 

submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, 
impartial, and sincere.

James 3:17 NIV
 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean 
not on your own understanding.

Proverbs 3:5 NIV

As the local church, we are to work together 
towards being the Body of Christ. There 

can’t be a lot of “good ideas” going in various 
directions. This is the time to seek His 

wisdom and guidance together, so the Body 
parts aren’t working against each other. 

When He imparts His wisdom, we will know 
it. It is so clearly laid out in James 3:17. We 

will know it’s from heaven if it is pure, 
peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of 
mercy and good fruit, impartial, and sincere.

Let’s thank God for such beautiful clarity! He 
tells us how to know it’s from Him right in His 
Word. We need that on an individual level and 

together as the church.

// TERRI MARTIN
    DAY 14 - LEADERSHIP

_______

Praise be to the Lord, the God of our ancestors, 
who has put it into the king’s heart to bring 

honor to the house of the Lord in Jerusalem in 
this way and who has extended his good favor 
to me before the king and his advisers and all 
the king’s powerful officials. Because the hand 
of the Lord my God was on me, I took courage 

and gathered leaders from Israel to go up 
with me.

Ezra 7:27-28 NIV

God raised up and moved upon the heart of 
a king who did not even know Him to grant 
divine favor to a teacher of God’s law—Ezra, 
the priest. Ezra’s story is one of divine favor, 

provision, strength, confession, and 
repentance. 

These elements are eternal truths that must 
actively work throughout the fabric of our 
lives so that God’s purposes and plans can 

be accomplished in our generation.

Pray today that God will use our leadership 
within His Body—the Church—to fear God 

above all else and carry out his commands. 
May He even grant divine favor with those of 
power and influence who do not yet fear His 

name.

// JOHN MARTIN
    

DAY 18 - JOY
_______

Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters 
whenever you face trials of many kinds. 

James 1:2 NIV

Pure joy, the Words says. Pure joy. Read 
James 1:2 like you’re reading it for the first 
time. The author, James, acknowledges we 
will have trials of many kinds. Sometimes 

hard and painful.  We know trials come in so 
many forms. They can be personal, physical, 

social, spiritual, practical, emotional. He 
didn’t say we should consider these trials as 
fun or a source of happiness, but to consider 

them as pure joy.

The pure joy part can only come by knowing 
who walks with us. Our Lord and Savior, 

lover of our souls. We can talk to Him about 
ANYTHING! He still loves. He loves us when 

we are overwhelmed and discouraged. 
When we lean into His love during the 

“many trials” is when the “pure joy” comes.

Take a minute to consider trials that are 
personal, and trials we experience as a Body. 

Consider them with an overlayment of joy. 
Because of Christ’s provision and faithfulness 

to walk with us.

// TERRI MARTIN
    DAY 19 - DEVOTION

_______

Teach me your ways, Lord, that I may walk in 
your truth; let me wholeheartedly revere your 

name.
Psalm 86:11 ISV

What would it do to a relationship to hear 
someone you care about say, “Listen, I really 

like you. I’m ready to take it to the next 
level. I’m partially devoted to you”? Partial or 

half-hearted devotion is an oxymoron, like 
the famed jumbo shrimp or minor disaster. 

The word devoted assumes an all-in, 
complete, no other, steadfast commitment 

and dedication.
         
God is fully devoted to us, unwavering in His 

love for us and His dedication to our 
relationship with Him. What does devotion 

look like from the other side? Are we leaning 
on Him as a last resort? Committed to follow 

His teaching as long as it doesn’t interfere 
with our plans or passions? Willing to do 
whatever He asks, if it aligns with our life 
goals and isn’t too inconvenient, messy, or 

risky?

Then, is it devotion? The psalmist David 
needed to remind himself that half-hearted 

is a relationship pinch-point with the Lord. It 
creates distance, not true devotion. As 

devoted as we might be to the causes and 
vision God has for us, may we be most 
concerned about our devotion to Him.

As you ponder these thoughts, take a look at 
additional verses of Scripture to see what 
happens when God’s people waver from 

wholehearted devotion: 2 Chronicles 25:2; 
Proverbs 11:20; 2 Corinthians 11:3.

// CINDY RUCHTI
    

DAY 23 - PEACE
_______

And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus.
Philippians 4:7 NIV

 
Cast all your anxiety on Him because He cares 

for you.
1 Peter 5:7 NIV

 
You will keep in perfect peace those whose 
mind is steadfast because they trust in you. 

Isaiah 26:3 NIV

Change often equals stress. This can be true 
in our lives individually, in families, and even 

within our church. Change, according to 
God’s Word, does not HAVE to equal stress. 
God’s peace transcends all understanding. 

God’s peace will guard our hearts and minds 
if we allow it to. What a relief! His provision 

of peace will protect us.

Let’s commit, as a Body, to allow His peace to 
direct our hearts and minds through the 

changes that may occur within our 
local church.

// TERRI MARTIN
    DAY 24 - PLANS

_______

In their hearts humans plan their course, but 
the LORD establishes their steps.

Proverbs 16:9 NIV

Some of the best advice I was ever given as 
a new mom was to stop using an ink pen to 

fill out my calendar. “Write everything in 
pencil,” the wise and experienced friend said. 

“Once children come, our plans are 
constantly flexing.”

She was so right. Kids get sick. Snow days 
mean everyone’s schedule is upended. A 

quiet evening at home turns into something 
else on parent/teacher conference nights. 
The parents’ plans bow to school concerts 
and children’s doctor/dentist/orthodontist 

appointments plus their games, science fairs, 
and meltdowns.

I’ve often viewed the above Scripture as if it 
only means that we can make our plans, but 
God gets the last word and He can interrupt 
or rework them at any time. And of course, 
it does say that. He is Sovereign. He does 

get the final say.

But it’s encouraging, too. If we make our 
plans according to or aligned with His will, 

He cements those plans in place. We’re 
partnered with Him in this endeavor. He isn’t 

intent on disrupting our ideas if our ideas 
align with His.

What steps do you personally take to line up 
your plans with God’s thoughts and His goals 

for you? Is it through Bible reading, prayer, 
listening, studying the paths He’s taken in the 
past? Get in the habit of standing where He’s 
stepping before letting any plan take shape.

// CINDY RUCHTI
    



NOTES

DAY 14 - LEADERSHIP
_______

Praise be to the Lord, the God of our ancestors, 
who has put it into the king’s heart to bring 

honor to the house of the Lord in Jerusalem in 
this way and who has extended his good favor 
to me before the king and his advisers and all 
the king’s powerful officials. Because the hand 
of the Lord my God was on me, I took courage 

and gathered leaders from Israel to go up 
with me.

Ezra 7:27-28 NIV

God raised up and moved upon the heart of 
a king who did not even know Him to grant 
divine favor to a teacher of God’s law—Ezra, 
the priest. Ezra’s story is one of divine favor, 

provision, strength, confession, and 
repentance. 

These elements are eternal truths that must 
actively work throughout the fabric of our 
lives so that God’s purposes and plans can 

be accomplished in our generation.

Pray today that God will use our leadership 
within His Body—the Church—to fear God 

above all else and carry out his commands. 
May He even grant divine favor with those of 
power and influence who do not yet fear His 

name.

// JOHN MARTIN
    

DAY 19 - DEVOTION
_______

Teach me your ways, Lord, that I may walk in 
your truth; let me wholeheartedly revere your 

name.
Psalm 86:11 ISV

What would it do to a relationship to hear 
someone you care about say, “Listen, I really 

like you. I’m ready to take it to the next 
level. I’m partially devoted to you”? Partial or 

half-hearted devotion is an oxymoron, like 
the famed jumbo shrimp or minor disaster. 

The word devoted assumes an all-in, 
complete, no other, steadfast commitment 

and dedication.
         
God is fully devoted to us, unwavering in His 

love for us and His dedication to our 
relationship with Him. What does devotion 

look like from the other side? Are we leaning 
on Him as a last resort? Committed to follow 

His teaching as long as it doesn’t interfere 
with our plans or passions? Willing to do 
whatever He asks, if it aligns with our life 
goals and isn’t too inconvenient, messy, or 

risky?

Then, is it devotion? The psalmist David 
needed to remind himself that half-hearted 
is a relationship pinch-point with the Lord. It 

creates distance, not true devotion. As 
devoted as we might be to the causes and 

vision God has for us, may we be most 
concerned about our devotion to Him.

As you ponder these thoughts, take a look at 
additional verses of Scripture to see what 
happens when God’s people waver from 

wholehearted devotion: 2 Chronicles 25:2; 
Proverbs 11:20; 2 Corinthians 11:3.

// CINDY RUCHTI
    

DAY 24 - PLANS
_______

In their hearts humans plan their course, but 
the LORD establishes their steps.

Proverbs 16:9 NIV

Some of the best advice I was ever given as 
a new mom was to stop using an ink pen to 

fill out my calendar. “Write everything in 
pencil,” the wise and experienced friend said. 

“Once children come, our plans are 
constantly flexing.”

She was so right. Kids get sick. Snow days 
mean everyone’s schedule is upended. A 

quiet evening at home turns into something 
else on parent/teacher conference nights. 
The parents’ plans bow to school concerts 
and children’s doctor/dentist/orthodontist 

appointments plus their games, science fairs, 
and meltdowns.

I’ve often viewed the above Scripture as if it 
only means that we can make our plans, but 
God gets the last word and He can interrupt 
or rework them at any time. And of course, 
it does say that. He is Sovereign. He does 

get the final say.

But it’s encouraging, too. If we make our 
plans according to or aligned with His will, 

He cements those plans in place. We’re 
partnered with Him in this endeavor. He isn’t 

intent on disrupting our ideas if our ideas 
align with His.

What steps do you personally take to line up 
your plans with God’s thoughts and His goals 

for you? Is it through Bible reading, prayer, 
listening, studying the paths He’s taken in the 
past? Get in the habit of standing where He’s 
stepping before letting any plan take shape.

// CINDY RUCHTI
    



NOTES

DAY 15 - WALKING WITH 
ROYALTY
_______

You are chosen, a royal priesthood, holy for 
God's own possession, so that you would 

proclaim the divine power of I AM who has 
called you out of darkness into His marvelous 

light.
1 Peter 2:9 NASB & ONMB

Have you noticed how many earthly systems 
are modeled after godly ones? Many times 
royal kingdoms or kingdom authority are 

referenced in Scripture. We see this in the 
healing found in Matthew 8:5-10 & Luke 

7:2-10.

A centurion sent a young servant to Jesus 
for the healing of someone in his home. The 
servant tells Jesus He doesn’t need to come 
to the house to bring healing because Jesus 

is a person of authority. The servant 
understands how authority works. Jesus said 

no one in Israel had faith like the one who 
understood kingdom authority.

Royal people were not the only ones in 
Scripture with great authority. Priests had 
exceptional access to God through their 

work in the temple and were in a position of 
authority as well.

Jesus made a way for all believers to have 
that same access to God. Paul tells us that 

Jesus made us “royal priests.” That is a 
double portion of authority! Through royalty, 
we have governmental authority. As a priest, 

we have spiritual authority.

Ask the Lord to show you how to use your 
authority in Christ.

// BONNIE HEDSTROM
    

DAY 16 - KEYS TO THE 
KINGDOM

_______

And I will give you the keys to the kingdom of 
heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be 

bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 
earth will be loosed in heaven.

Matthew 16:19 NKJV

At my age, to my dismay, it is not uncommon 
for me to misplace my keys. I have been 

locked out of my house and car and have 
had to be rescued. Let me tell you, replacing 

car keys is not cheap.

My family probably would not trust me with 
their keys, so it astounds me that Jesus 

would give me the keys to the kingdom of 
heaven! Furthermore, He tells me that 

whatever I bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven and whatever I loose on earth will be 

loosed in heaven. 

Isn’t that incredible and sobering? The Lord 
equips and empowers us to do His work 

here on earth.

What is the Lord calling you to bind in your 
life? What does He want you to loose on 

earth? What doors will you open or shut for 
the Kingdom of God?

// TERRY MOORE
    

DAY 20 - MEDIATOR
_______

Lord, the God of heaven, the great and 
awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love 

with those who love him and keep his 
commandments, let your ear be attentive and 

your eyes open to hear the prayer your servant 
is praying before you day and night for your 

servants, the people of Israel. I confess the sins 
we Israelites, including myself and my father’s 

family, have committed against you.
Nehemiah 1:5-6 NIV

Nehemiah, in his generation, stood as a 
mediator between God and the nation of 

Israel. A remnant of exiled Israelites rose up 
to follow the leading of the prophet and 

rebuild the broken wall that surrounded the 
City of Jerusalem. Nehemiah’s prayer moved 

the God of Heaven to rain down strength 
and direction to a nation that had lost its 

way.  

Jesus Christ is forever the mediator between 
the Father and all mankind. Your world with 
Jesus at the center will set all of life in the 

correct order. He provides clarity and focus 
and strength to withstand all those who 
oppose the truth, even as in the days of 

Nehemiah.

Pray to your Mediator today, confess the sins 
of our nation and your own sin, and watch 
Him break through like the morning dawn.

// JOHN MARTIN
    DAY 21 - MAY YOUR 

SOUL PROSPER
_______

Beloved, I pray that in every way you may 
succeed and prosper and be in good health 

[physically], just as [I know] your soul prospers 
[spiritually].

3 John 1:2 AMP

The soul refers to a person’s mind, will, and 
emotions. So how are we supposed to be 

able to bring prosperity in all that? The key 
is to be in relationship with God and allow 
Him to do a good work in our life. He loves 

us more than we know and will deal tenderly 
with us.

When we think of prosperity, our culture 
focuses on financial wealth. God’s view of 
prosperity is much greater. He focuses on 

abundance. He wants to bring us an 
abundance in all areas of our life. Imagine 
how wonderful life would be if we had an 

abundance of joy, or an abundance of peace? 
The list is unlimited when we are living with 

the Lord.

Does this mean that God won’t give financial 
wealth if you are following Him? Maybe; 

maybe not. In Philippians 4:19 God said He 
would supply all of our needs. The 

wonderful thought is that it is based out of 
His heavenly riches. He has enough for 

everyone.

Focus on your relationship with the Lord, 
trusting He will bring you an abundance of all 

good things.

// BONNIE HEDSTROM
    

DAY 26 - CREATION
_______

In the beginning, God created the heavens and 
the earth.

Genesis 1:1 KJV

Bordering each other, Oneida and Vilas 
counties in northern Wisconsin boast 991 

lakes, surrounded by statuesque maple, 
birch, and pine trees. The lakes draw all 
kinds of wildlife, such as otters, loons, 

eagles, and even albino deer.  

I was blessed to grow up in northern 
Wisconsin. Although I don’t live there 

anymore, I am able to visit often. As it says 
in Psalm 16, God has drawn my lines in 

pleasant places.

The beauty that abounds in these two 
counties is stellar, pointing to a powerful 
Creator. Just as we learn about God in 

Scripture, we can learn about His character 
through His creation.

Following are some of the ways that the 
Lord’s works magnify Him and instill in us a 

desire to exalt His name:
 

// The northern lights speak of Jesus as the 
True Light of the world.

// The lakes and rivers are reminders of the 
water-of-life flowing directly from the 

throne of heaven.

//Eagles are symbols that as we wait upon 
the Lord, our strength will be renewed.

 
Yes, in the beginning, God created the 

heavens and the earth and called it good.

    



NOTES

DAY 16 - KEYS TO THE 
KINGDOM

_______

And I will give you the keys to the kingdom of 
heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be 

bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 
earth will be loosed in heaven.

Matthew 16:19 NKJV

At my age, to my dismay, it is not uncommon 
for me to misplace my keys. I have been 

locked out of my house and car and have 
had to be rescued. Let me tell you, replacing 

car keys is not cheap.

My family probably would not trust me with 
their keys, so it astounds me that Jesus 

would give me the keys to the kingdom of 
heaven! Furthermore, He tells me that 

whatever I bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven and whatever I loose on earth will be 

loosed in heaven. 

Isn’t that incredible and sobering? The Lord 
equips and empowers us to do His work 

here on earth.

What is the Lord calling you to bind in your 
life? What does He want you to loose on 

earth? What doors will you open or shut for 
the Kingdom of God?

// TERRY MOORE
    

DAY 21 - MAY YOUR 
SOUL PROSPER

_______

Beloved, I pray that in every way you may 
succeed and prosper and be in good health 

[physically], just as [I know] your soul prospers 
[spiritually].

3 John 1:2 AMP

The soul refers to a person’s mind, will, and 
emotions. So how are we supposed to be 

able to bring prosperity in all that? The key 
is to be in relationship with God and allow 
Him to do a good work in our life. He loves 

us more than we know and will deal tenderly 
with us.

When we think of prosperity, our culture 
focuses on financial wealth. God’s view of 
prosperity is much greater. He focuses on 

abundance. He wants to bring us an 
abundance in all areas of our life. Imagine 
how wonderful life would be if we had an 

abundance of joy, or an abundance of peace? 
The list is unlimited when we are living with 

the Lord.

Does this mean that God won’t give financial 
wealth if you are following Him? Maybe; 

maybe not. In Philippians 4:19 God said He 
would supply all of our needs. The 

wonderful thought is that it is based out of 
His heavenly riches. He has enough for 

everyone.

Focus on your relationship with the Lord, 
trusting He will bring you an abundance of all 

good things.

// BONNIE HEDSTROM
    DAY 22 - GUARD YOUR 

HEART
_______

Above all else guard your heart, for everything 
you do flows from it.
Proverbs 4:23 NIV

A person’s heart is about the size of his/her 
fist and is responsible for carrying life-giving 
blood to every cell of the body. Taking care 

of this organ is essential because, without its 
pumping, there would be no life.

Just as we take care of our physical hearts, 
we need to take care of our spiritual hearts. 
In order to grow in the image of Christ, we 

must give ourselves whole-heartedly to Him. 
He wants to transform our hearts and minds 

so that we become the people he planned 
for us to be before time began.

We are not naïve though; we recognize that 
the enemy, the world, and even our own 

flesh want to jade our hearts and prevent us 
from reaching God’s destinies for us. We 

don’t have to worry, though. If we miss the 
mark for guarding our hearts, and we sin, 

Jesus’s shed blood covers us. We can go to 
Him, confess and repent, and start with 

clean slates to keep our hearts flowing with 
all that honors and blesses God.

What area of your life is God calling you to 
surrender to Him in order to keep your heart 

guarded? How can you stand up against 
anything that attacks your heart?

// TERRY MOORE
    

DAY 26 - CREATION
_______

In the beginning, God created the heavens and 
the earth.

Genesis 1:1 KJV

Bordering each other, Oneida and Vilas 
counties in northern Wisconsin boast 991 

lakes, surrounded by statuesque maple, 
birch, and pine trees. The lakes draw all 
kinds of wildlife, such as otters, loons, 

eagles, and even albino deer.  

I was blessed to grow up in northern 
Wisconsin. Although I don’t live there 

anymore, I am able to visit often. As it says 
in Psalm 16, God has drawn my lines in 

pleasant places.

The beauty that abounds in these two 
counties is stellar, pointing to a powerful 
Creator. Just as we learn about God in 

Scripture, we can learn about His character 
through His creation.

Following are some of the ways that the 
Lord’s works magnify Him and instill in us a 

desire to exalt His name:
 

// The northern lights speak of Jesus as the 
True Light of the world.

// The lakes and rivers are reminders of the 
water-of-life flowing directly from the 

throne of heaven.

//Eagles are symbols that as we wait upon 
the Lord, our strength will be renewed.

 
Yes, in the beginning, God created the 

heavens and the earth and called it good.

    
DAY 27 - FRUIT

_______

The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life.  
Proverbs 11:30a NIV

Year after year, our garden suffered from 
tomato blight. Bushy green plants would 
produce bountiful yellow blossoms and 

slowly small tomatoes would appear. But 
then some of the lower leaves would start 
turning yellow with brown freckles, shrivel, 
and drop off. When it was time to harvest, 

the vine was little more than a skeleton 
drooping with scant ripe tomatoes.

We tried rotation planting, blight-resistant 
plants, sterile soil. Nothing worked. Then I 
talked to a master gardener who knew the 

solution. He said our tomatoes needed 
calcium. Can’t wait for next year’s crop.

The Master Gardener knows all the remedies 
for our problems. He’s shared them with us 
in His Word, the Bible. He speaks when we 
listen in prayer. The fertile soil of living with 
God as our top resource and our #1 priority 

will ensure a bountiful life. Without 
problems? None He can’t solve.

How “healthy” is the spiritual soil in which 
you’re planted? Ask the Master Gardener 

today to provide the nutrient solutions you 
need to produce a full crop of fruit that honors 

Him.

// BILL RUCHTI
    



NOTES

DAY 18 - JOY
_______

Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters 
whenever you face trials of many kinds. 

James 1:2 NIV

Pure joy, the Words says. Pure joy. Read 
James 1:2 like you’re reading it for the first 
time. The author, James, acknowledges we 
will have trials of many kinds. Sometimes 

hard and painful.  We know trials come in so 
many forms. They can be personal, physical, 

social, spiritual, practical, emotional. He 
didn’t say we should consider these trials as 
fun or a source of happiness, but to consider 

them as pure joy.

The pure joy part can only come by knowing 
who walks with us. Our Lord and Savior, 

lover of our souls. We can talk to Him about 
ANYTHING! He still loves. He loves us when 

we are overwhelmed and discouraged. 
When we lean into His love during the 

“many trials” is when the “pure joy” comes.

Take a minute to consider trials that are 
personal, and trials we experience as a Body. 

Consider them with an overlayment of joy. 
Because of Christ’s provision and faithfulness 

to walk with us.

// TERRI MARTIN
    

DAY 22 - GUARD YOUR 
HEART

_______

Above all else guard your heart, for everything 
you do flows from it.
Proverbs 4:23 NIV

A person’s heart is about the size of his/her 
fist and is responsible for carrying life-giving 
blood to every cell of the body. Taking care 

of this organ is essential because, without its 
pumping, there would be no life.

Just as we take care of our physical hearts, 
we need to take care of our spiritual hearts. 
In order to grow in the image of Christ, we 

must give ourselves whole-heartedly to Him. 
He wants to transform our hearts and minds 

so that we become the people he planned 
for us to be before time began.

We are not naïve though; we recognize that 
the enemy, the world, and even our own 

flesh want to jade our hearts and prevent us 
from reaching God’s destinies for us. We 

don’t have to worry, though. If we miss the 
mark for guarding our hearts, and we sin, 

Jesus’s shed blood covers us. We can go to 
Him, confess and repent, and start with 

clean slates to keep our hearts flowing with 
all that honors and blesses God.

What area of your life is God calling you to 
surrender to Him in order to keep your heart 

guarded? How can you stand up against 
anything that attacks your heart?

// TERRY MOORE
    DAY 23 - PEACE

_______

And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus.
Philippians 4:7 NIV

 
Cast all your anxiety on Him because He cares 

for you.
1 Peter 5:7 NIV

 
You will keep in perfect peace those whose 
mind is steadfast because they trust in you. 

Isaiah 26:3 NIV

Change often equals stress. This can be true 
in our lives individually, in families, and even 

within our church. Change, according to 
God’s Word, does not HAVE to equal stress. 
God’s peace transcends all understanding. 

God’s peace will guard our hearts and minds 
if we allow it to. What a relief! His provision 

of peace will protect us.

Let’s commit, as a Body, to allow His peace to 
direct our hearts and minds through the 

changes that may occur within our 
local church.

// TERRI MARTIN
    

DAY 27 - FRUIT
_______

The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life.  
Proverbs 11:30a NIV

Year after year, our garden suffered from 
tomato blight. Bushy green plants would 
produce bountiful yellow blossoms and 

slowly small tomatoes would appear. But 
then some of the lower leaves would start 
turning yellow with brown freckles, shrivel, 
and drop off. When it was time to harvest, 

the vine was little more than a skeleton 
drooping with scant ripe tomatoes.

We tried rotation planting, blight-resistant 
plants, sterile soil. Nothing worked. Then I 
talked to a master gardener who knew the 

solution. He said our tomatoes needed 
calcium. Can’t wait for next year’s crop.

The Master Gardener knows all the remedies 
for our problems. He’s shared them with us 
in His Word, the Bible. He speaks when we 
listen in prayer. The fertile soil of living with 
God as our top resource and our #1 priority 

will ensure a bountiful life. Without 
problems? None He can’t solve.

How “healthy” is the spiritual soil in which 
you’re planted? Ask the Master Gardener 

today to provide the nutrient solutions you 
need to produce a full crop of fruit that honors 

Him.

// BILL RUCHTI
    DAY 28 - THE BRIDE

_______

Let us rejoice and exult and give Him the glory, 
for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and 

His bride has made herself ready.
Revelation 19:7 ESV

For a wedding to take place, the bridegroom 
must choose a bride, and the bride must 

accept the bridegroom. Then the process of 
preparing for a wedding happens.

As we go through this life, we too are in the 
process of preparing for our marriage supper 
with Jesus. The choices we make daily affect 

our preparation for that glorious day.

In biblical times, you were considered 
married at the moment you entered into the 
marriage agreement. You did not have the 

full rights of marriage, but all other benefits 
were in place. For us, it means we have 
privileges and access to our bridegroom 

others do not have. 

We also have access and favor with God, 
our Father-in-Love.

Fearlessly approach your bridegroom and 
Father-in-Love for help in areas where you 

struggle.

// BONNIE HEDSTROM
    



NOTES

DAY 18 - JOY
_______

Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters 
whenever you face trials of many kinds. 

James 1:2 NIV

Pure joy, the Words says. Pure joy. Read 
James 1:2 like you’re reading it for the first 
time. The author, James, acknowledges we 
will have trials of many kinds. Sometimes 

hard and painful.  We know trials come in so 
many forms. They can be personal, physical, 

social, spiritual, practical, emotional. He 
didn’t say we should consider these trials as 
fun or a source of happiness, but to consider 

them as pure joy.

The pure joy part can only come by knowing 
who walks with us. Our Lord and Savior, 

lover of our souls. We can talk to Him about 
ANYTHING! He still loves. He loves us when 

we are overwhelmed and discouraged. 
When we lean into His love during the 

“many trials” is when the “pure joy” comes.

Take a minute to consider trials that are 
personal, and trials we experience as a Body. 

Consider them with an overlayment of joy. 
Because of Christ’s provision and faithfulness 

to walk with us.

// TERRI MARTIN
    DAY 19 - DEVOTION

_______

Teach me your ways, Lord, that I may walk in 
your truth; let me wholeheartedly revere your 

name.
Psalm 86:11 ISV

What would it do to a relationship to hear 
someone you care about say, “Listen, I really 

like you. I’m ready to take it to the next 
level. I’m partially devoted to you”? Partial or 

half-hearted devotion is an oxymoron, like 
the famed jumbo shrimp or minor disaster. 

The word devoted assumes an all-in, 
complete, no other, steadfast commitment 

and dedication.
         
God is fully devoted to us, unwavering in His 

love for us and His dedication to our 
relationship with Him. What does devotion 

look like from the other side? Are we leaning 
on Him as a last resort? Committed to follow 

His teaching as long as it doesn’t interfere 
with our plans or passions? Willing to do 
whatever He asks, if it aligns with our life 
goals and isn’t too inconvenient, messy, or 

risky?

Then, is it devotion? The psalmist David 
needed to remind himself that half-hearted 

is a relationship pinch-point with the Lord. It 
creates distance, not true devotion. As 

devoted as we might be to the causes and 
vision God has for us, may we be most 
concerned about our devotion to Him.

As you ponder these thoughts, take a look at 
additional verses of Scripture to see what 
happens when God’s people waver from 

wholehearted devotion: 2 Chronicles 25:2; 
Proverbs 11:20; 2 Corinthians 11:3.

// CINDY RUCHTI
    

DAY 23 - PEACE
_______

And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus.
Philippians 4:7 NIV

 
Cast all your anxiety on Him because He cares 

for you.
1 Peter 5:7 NIV

 
You will keep in perfect peace those whose 
mind is steadfast because they trust in you. 

Isaiah 26:3 NIV

Change often equals stress. This can be true 
in our lives individually, in families, and even 

within our church. Change, according to 
God’s Word, does not HAVE to equal stress. 
God’s peace transcends all understanding. 

God’s peace will guard our hearts and minds 
if we allow it to. What a relief! His provision 

of peace will protect us.

Let’s commit, as a Body, to allow His peace to 
direct our hearts and minds through the 

changes that may occur within our 
local church.

// TERRI MARTIN
    DAY 24 - PLANS

_______

In their hearts humans plan their course, but 
the LORD establishes their steps.

Proverbs 16:9 NIV

Some of the best advice I was ever given as 
a new mom was to stop using an ink pen to 

fill out my calendar. “Write everything in 
pencil,” the wise and experienced friend said. 

“Once children come, our plans are 
constantly flexing.”

She was so right. Kids get sick. Snow days 
mean everyone’s schedule is upended. A 

quiet evening at home turns into something 
else on parent/teacher conference nights. 
The parents’ plans bow to school concerts 
and children’s doctor/dentist/orthodontist 

appointments plus their games, science fairs, 
and meltdowns.

I’ve often viewed the above Scripture as if it 
only means that we can make our plans, but 
God gets the last word and He can interrupt 
or rework them at any time. And of course, 
it does say that. He is Sovereign. He does 

get the final say.

But it’s encouraging, too. If we make our 
plans according to or aligned with His will, 

He cements those plans in place. We’re 
partnered with Him in this endeavor. He isn’t 

intent on disrupting our ideas if our ideas 
align with His.

What steps do you personally take to line up 
your plans with God’s thoughts and His goals 

for you? Is it through Bible reading, prayer, 
listening, studying the paths He’s taken in the 
past? Get in the habit of standing where He’s 
stepping before letting any plan take shape.

// CINDY RUCHTI
    

DAY 28 - THE BRIDE
_______

Let us rejoice and exult and give Him the glory, 
for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and 

His bride has made herself ready.
Revelation 19:7 ESV

For a wedding to take place, the bridegroom 
must choose a bride, and the bride must 

accept the bridegroom. Then the process of 
preparing for a wedding happens.

As we go through this life, we too are in the 
process of preparing for our marriage supper 
with Jesus. The choices we make daily affect 

our preparation for that glorious day.

In biblical times, you were considered 
married at the moment you entered into the 
marriage agreement. You did not have the 

full rights of marriage, but all other benefits 
were in place. For us, it means we have 
privileges and access to our bridegroom 

others do not have. 

We also have access and favor with God, 
our Father-in-Love.

Fearlessly approach your bridegroom and 
Father-in-Love for help in areas where you 

struggle.

// BONNIE HEDSTROM
    DAY 29 - SURRENDER

_______

But God said to him, “You fool! This very night 
your life will be demanded from you.  Then who 
will get what you have prepared for yourself?” 
This is how it will be with whoever stores up 
things for themselves but is not rich toward 

God.
Luke 12:20-21 NIV

The surrender of stuff gained in this life is 
perhaps one of the greatest struggles each 

of us deals with this side of heaven. We 
must understand the brevity of life, not be 

deceived by the power in wealth as the man 
in this Scripture passage, and realize that on 
our best day we are only stewards of what is 

entrusted to us. 

With extended hands and open palms is how 
tightly we should hold unto everything in 
this life. True riches come from using the 
little in our hands and offering it to our 

Great God who is the Master at 
multiplication. “He is no fool who gives what 
he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose” 

(James Elliot).

Where would you find yourself if your soul was 
required of you tonight? Is everything His or 

mostly yours?

// JOHN MARTIN
    



NOTES

DAY 19 - DEVOTION
_______

Teach me your ways, Lord, that I may walk in 
your truth; let me wholeheartedly revere your 

name.
Psalm 86:11 ISV

What would it do to a relationship to hear 
someone you care about say, “Listen, I really 

like you. I’m ready to take it to the next 
level. I’m partially devoted to you”? Partial or 

half-hearted devotion is an oxymoron, like 
the famed jumbo shrimp or minor disaster. 

The word devoted assumes an all-in, 
complete, no other, steadfast commitment 

and dedication.

God is fully devoted to us, unwavering in His 
love for us and His dedication to our 

relationship with Him. What does devotion 
look like from the other side? Are we leaning 
on Him as a last resort? Committed to follow 

His teaching as long as it doesn’t interfere 
with our plans or passions? Willing to do 
whatever He asks, if it aligns with our life
goals and isn’t too inconvenient, messy, or 

risky?

Then, is it devotion? The psalmist David 
needed to remind himself that half-hearted 
is a relationship pinch-point with the Lord. It 

creates distance, not true devotion. As 
devoted as we might be to the causes and 

vision God has for us, may we be most 
concerned about our devotion to Him.

As you ponder these thoughts, take a look at 
additional verses of Scripture to see what 
happens when God’s people waver from 

wholehearted devotion: 2 Chronicles 25:2; 
Proverbs 11:20; 2 Corinthians 11:3.

// CINDY RUCHTI

DAY 24 - PLANS
_______

In their hearts humans plan their course, but 
the LORD establishes their steps.

Proverbs 16:9 NIV

Some of the best advice I was ever given as 
a new mom was to stop using an ink pen to 

fill out my calendar. “Write everything in 
pencil,” the wise and experienced friend said. 

“Once children come, our plans are 
constantly flexing.”

She was so right. Kids get sick. Snow days 
mean everyone’s schedule is upended. A 

quiet evening at home turns into something 
else on parent/teacher conference nights. 
The parents’ plans bow to school concerts 
and children’s doctor/dentist/orthodontist 

appointments plus their games, science fairs, 
and meltdowns.

I’ve often viewed the above Scripture as if it 
only means that we can make our plans, but 
God gets the last word and He can interrupt 
or rework them at any time. And of course, 
it does say that. He is Sovereign. He does 

get the final say.

But it’s encouraging, too. If we make our 
plans according to or aligned with His will, 

He cements those plans in place. We’re 
partnered with Him in this endeavor. He isn’t 

intent on disrupting our ideas if our ideas 
align with His.

What steps do you personally take to line up 
your plans with God’s thoughts and His goals 

for you? Is it through Bible reading, prayer, 
listening, studying the paths He’s taken in the 
past? Get in the habit of standing where He’s 
stepping before letting any plan take shape.

// CINDY RUCHTI   
DAY 29 - SURRENDER

_______

But God said to him, “You fool! This very night 
your life will be demanded from you.  Then who 
will get what you have prepared for yourself?” 
This is how it will be with whoever stores up 
things for themselves but is not rich toward 

God.
Luke 12:20-21 NIV

The surrender of stuff gained in this life is 
perhaps one of the greatest struggles each 

of us deals with this side of heaven. We 
must understand the brevity of life, not be 

deceived by the power in wealth as the man 
in this Scripture passage, and realize that on 
our best day we are only stewards of what is 

entrusted to us. 

With extended hands and open palms is how 
tightly we should hold unto everything in 
this life. True riches come from using the 
little in our hands and offering it to our 

Great God who is the Master at 
multiplication. “He is no fool who gives what 
he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose” 

(James Elliot).

Where would you find yourself if your soul was 
required of you tonight? Is everything His or 

mostly yours?

// JOHN MARTIN



NOTES

DAY 20 - MEDIATOR
_______

Lord, the God of heaven, the great and 
awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love 

with those who love him and keep his 
commandments, let your ear be attentive and 

your eyes open to hear the prayer your servant 
is praying before you day and night for your 

servants, the people of Israel. I confess the sins 
we Israelites, including myself and my father’s 

family, have committed against you.
Nehemiah 1:5-6 NIV

Nehemiah, in his generation, stood as a 
mediator between God and the nation of 

Israel. A remnant of exiled Israelites rose up 
to follow the leading of the prophet and 

rebuild the broken wall that surrounded the 
City of Jerusalem. Nehemiah’s prayer moved 

the God of Heaven to rain down strength 
and direction to a nation that had lost its 

way.  

Jesus Christ is forever the mediator between 
the Father and all mankind. Your world with 
Jesus at the center will set all of life in the 

correct order. He provides clarity and focus 
and strength to withstand all those who 
oppose the truth, even as in the days of 

Nehemiah.

Pray to your Mediator today, confess the sins 
of our nation and your own sin, and watch 
Him break through like the morning dawn.

// JOHN MARTIN
    DAY 21 - MAY YOUR 

SOUL PROSPER
_______

Beloved, I pray that in every way you may 
succeed and prosper and be in good health 

[physically], just as [I know] your soul prospers 
[spiritually].

3 John 1:2 AMP

The soul refers to a person’s mind, will, and 
emotions. So how are we supposed to be 

able to bring prosperity in all that? The key 
is to be in relationship with God and allow 
Him to do a good work in our life. He loves 

us more than we know and will deal tenderly 
with us.

When we think of prosperity, our culture 
focuses on financial wealth. God’s view of 
prosperity is much greater. He focuses on 

abundance. He wants to bring us an 
abundance in all areas of our life. Imagine 
how wonderful life would be if we had an 

abundance of joy, or an abundance of peace? 
The list is unlimited when we are living with 

the Lord.

Does this mean that God won’t give financial 
wealth if you are following Him? Maybe; 

maybe not. In Philippians 4:19 God said He 
would supply all of our needs. The 

wonderful thought is that it is based out of 
His heavenly riches. He has enough for 

everyone.

Focus on your relationship with the Lord, 
trusting He will bring you an abundance of all 

good things.

// BONNIE HEDSTROM
    

DAY 25 - GOD’S 
EXPECTATIONS

_______

He has shown you, O man, what is good. And 
what does the LORD require of you, but to do 

justice, to love loving kindness, and to walk 
humbly with your God?!*

Micah 6:8 ONMB

When we are in a relationship with 
someone, we naturally tend to do things to 

please them. It is no different in our 
relationship with the Lord. The good news is, 
He has made it very clear what we need to 

do to please Him through His Word.

God values justice and so does our culture. 
We have entire systems set up to maintain 
justice. Most of us have been taught from a 
young age to know how and when we are 
acting justly. The Word of God gives us 

many examples of how He does and does 
not want us to act toward others. The Holy 

Spirit convicts us when we are not 
following them.

Kindness and mercy are part of God’s 
justice. Everyone longs to be treated with 

kindness from the time we are born until the 
end of our time. He also told us to love our 

neighbor as ourselves in Mark 12:31. Then in 
1 Corinthians 13, also known as the love 
chapter, God gave us a guide for being 

kind to others. 

To walk humbly, we need to daily lay down 
our hopes and dreams so we can pick up 
what God desires for us. Here is where 

things get really interesting. God created us 
for a purpose, giving us hopes and dreams. 
They may not always come into being the 
exact way we want them to, but we can 

confidently place our dreams in God’s hands. 
He is faithful and just and only gives us 

good gifts.

DAY 26 - CREATION
_______

In the beginning, God created the heavens and 
the earth.

Genesis 1:1 KJV

Bordering each other, Oneida and Vilas 
counties in northern Wisconsin boast 991 

lakes, surrounded by statuesque maple, 
birch, and pine trees. The lakes draw all 
kinds of wildlife, such as otters, loons, 

eagles, and even albino deer.  

I was blessed to grow up in northern 
Wisconsin. Although I don’t live there 

anymore, I am able to visit often. As it says 
in Psalm 16, God has drawn my lines in 

pleasant places.

The beauty that abounds in these two 
counties is stellar, pointing to a powerful 
Creator. Just as we learn about God in 

Scripture, we can learn about His character 
through His creation.

Following are some of the ways that the 
Lord’s works magnify Him and instill in us a 

desire to exalt His name:
 

// The northern lights speak of Jesus as the 
True Light of the world.

// The lakes and rivers are reminders of the 
water-of-life flowing directly from the 

throne of heaven.

//Eagles are symbols that as we wait upon 
the Lord, our strength will be renewed.

 
Yes, in the beginning, God created the 

heavens and the earth and called it good.

    
DAY 30 - GRACE

_______

For by grace you have been saved through 
faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of 

God.
Ephesians 2:8 NKJV

Grace defined is God’s undeserved, 
unearned, and unmerited favor. When on 

the cross Jesus said, “It is finished,” He 
meant there was no work left for us to do. 

Jesus did all of the work so we couldn’t mess 
it up. We simply have to accept the gift and 

then live in relationship with Him. Grace 
abounds in relationship with God.

Imagine that your big brother left you a 
million dollars in a bank account, you would 

be a millionaire. Even if you never took a 
penny out of that account because you 

didn’t have a good relationship with your 
brother, you would still be a millionaire. Your 
life, though, would be much harder than it 

needed to be. 

Are you going through life doing the heavy 
lifting God never intended for you to do? 

Jesus did our heavy lifting on the cross. To 
experience the full measure of His grace, 

accept that gift, and live in relationship with 
Him.

Start turning over areas in your life where you 
need to experience the gift of God’s grace.

// BONNIE HEDSTROM
    DAY 31 - HARVEST

_______

Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest 
of righteousness.
James 3:18 NIV

 
Don’t you have a saying, ‘It’s still four months 
until harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes and 

look at the fields! They are ripe for the harvest. 
John 4:35 NIV

 
They sowed fields and planted vineyards that 
yielded a fruitful harvest; He blessed them, 

their numbers greatly increased, and He did not 
let their herds diminish.
Psalm 107:37-38 NIV

Scripture is so very full of harvest analogies. 
As our church reaches out to the 

community, we will see more and more 
harvest. Right now, we can seek the Lord 
about current and future harvest. What 
does sowing the fields and planting the 

vineyards look like for us? He will show us. 
John 4:35 tells us we are not to assume we 
know: “Oh, four months to harvest time.”  

He says, “Open your eyes. The fields are ripe 
and ready to be harvested NOW!”

Let’s lay down our preconceived ideas about 
harvest and ask God with open hearts, minds, 

and eyes to see the ripe fields. We can look 
forward to working and harvesting the fields 

and vineyards together.

// TERRI MARTIN
    

What are some ways you can act 
justly, show kindness, and submit 

to God’s plan today?

// BONNIE 
HEDSTROM

* In the ONMB, it is written as a 
question we need to think about, 

and the exclamation point 
emphasizes that it is also a 

command God wants us to follow.



NOTES

DAY 21 - MAY YOUR 
SOUL PROSPER

_______

Beloved, I pray that in every way you may 
succeed and prosper and be in good health 

[physically], just as [I know] your soul prospers 
[spiritually].

3 John 1:2 AMP

The soul refers to a person’s mind, will, and 
emotions. So how are we supposed to be 

able to bring prosperity in all that? The key 
is to be in relationship with God and allow 
Him to do a good work in our life. He loves 

us more than we know and will deal tenderly 
with us.

When we think of prosperity, our culture 
focuses on financial wealth. God’s view of 
prosperity is much greater. He focuses on 

abundance. He wants to bring us an 
abundance in all areas of our life. Imagine 
how wonderful life would be if we had an 

abundance of joy, or an abundance of peace? 
The list is unlimited when we are living with 

the Lord.

Does this mean that God won’t give financial 
wealth if you are following Him? Maybe; 

maybe not. In Philippians 4:19 God said He 
would supply all of our needs. The 

wonderful thought is that it is based out of 
His heavenly riches. He has enough for 

everyone.

Focus on your relationship with the Lord, 
trusting He will bring you an abundance of all 

good things.

// BONNIE HEDSTROM
    DAY 22 - GUARD YOUR 

HEART
_______

Above all else guard your heart, for everything 
you do flows from it.
Proverbs 4:23 NIV

A person’s heart is about the size of his/her 
fist and is responsible for carrying life-giving 
blood to every cell of the body. Taking care 

of this organ is essential because, without its 
pumping, there would be no life.

Just as we take care of our physical hearts, 
we need to take care of our spiritual hearts. 
In order to grow in the image of Christ, we 

must give ourselves whole-heartedly to Him. 
He wants to transform our hearts and minds 

so that we become the people he planned 
for us to be before time began.

We are not naïve though; we recognize that 
the enemy, the world, and even our own 

flesh want to jade our hearts and prevent us 
from reaching God’s destinies for us. We 

don’t have to worry, though. If we miss the 
mark for guarding our hearts, and we sin, 

Jesus’s shed blood covers us. We can go to 
Him, confess and repent, and start with 

clean slates to keep our hearts flowing with 
all that honors and blesses God.

What area of your life is God calling you to 
surrender to Him in order to keep your heart 

guarded? How can you stand up against 
anything that attacks your heart?

// TERRY MOORE
    

DAY 26 - CREATION
_______

In the beginning, God created the heavens and 
the earth.

Genesis 1:1 KJV

Bordering each other, Oneida and Vilas 
counties in northern Wisconsin boast 991 

lakes, surrounded by statuesque maple, 
birch, and pine trees. The lakes draw all 
kinds of wildlife, such as otters, loons, 

eagles, and even albino deer.  

I was blessed to grow up in northern 
Wisconsin. Although I don’t live there 

anymore, I am able to visit often. As it says 
in Psalm 16, God has drawn my lines in 

pleasant places.

The beauty that abounds in these two 
counties is stellar, pointing to a powerful 
Creator. Just as we learn about God in 

Scripture, we can learn about His character 
through His creation.

Following are some of the ways that the 
Lord’s works magnify Him and instill in us a 

desire to exalt His name:
 

// The northern lights speak of Jesus as the 
True Light of the world.

// The lakes and rivers are reminders of the 
water-of-life flowing directly from the 

throne of heaven.

//Eagles are symbols that as we wait upon 
the Lord, our strength will be renewed.

 
Yes, in the beginning, God created the 

heavens and the earth and called it good.

    
DAY 27 - FRUIT

_______

The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life.  
Proverbs 11:30a NIV

Year after year, our garden suffered from 
tomato blight. Bushy green plants would 
produce bountiful yellow blossoms and 

slowly small tomatoes would appear. But 
then some of the lower leaves would start 
turning yellow with brown freckles, shrivel, 
and drop off. When it was time to harvest, 

the vine was little more than a skeleton 
drooping with scant ripe tomatoes.

We tried rotation planting, blight-resistant 
plants, sterile soil. Nothing worked. Then I 
talked to a master gardener who knew the 

solution. He said our tomatoes needed 
calcium. Can’t wait for next year’s crop.

The Master Gardener knows all the remedies 
for our problems. He’s shared them with us 
in His Word, the Bible. He speaks when we 
listen in prayer. The fertile soil of living with 
God as our top resource and our #1 priority 

will ensure a bountiful life. Without 
problems? None He can’t solve.

How “healthy” is the spiritual soil in which 
you’re planted? Ask the Master Gardener 

today to provide the nutrient solutions you 
need to produce a full crop of fruit that honors 

Him.

// BILL RUCHTI
    

DAY 31 - HARVEST
_______

Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest 
of righteousness.
James 3:18 NIV

 
Don’t you have a saying, ‘It’s still four months 
until harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes and 

look at the fields! They are ripe for the harvest. 
John 4:35 NIV

 
They sowed fields and planted vineyards that 
yielded a fruitful harvest; He blessed them, 

their numbers greatly increased, and He did not 
let their herds diminish.
Psalm 107:37-38 NIV

Scripture is so very full of harvest analogies. 
As our church reaches out to the 

community, we will see more and more 
harvest. Right now, we can seek the Lord 
about current and future harvest. What 
does sowing the fields and planting the 

vineyards look like for us? He will show us. 
John 4:35 tells us we are not to assume we 
know: “Oh, four months to harvest time.”  

He says, “Open your eyes. The fields are ripe 
and ready to be harvested NOW!”

Let’s lay down our preconceived ideas about 
harvest and ask God with open hearts, minds, 

and eyes to see the ripe fields. We can look 
forward to working and harvesting the fields 

and vineyards together.

// TERRI MARTIN
    

Where do you connect with Jesus 
as your Creator and Sustainer of 

Life? Who can you share your 
favorite places with to show them 

the power and majesty of our 
Triune God?

// TERRY MOORE



NOTES

DAY 22 - GUARD YOUR 
HEART

_______

Above all else guard your heart, for everything 
you do flows from it.
Proverbs 4:23 NIV

A person’s heart is about the size of his/her 
fist and is responsible for carrying life-giving 
blood to every cell of the body. Taking care 

of this organ is essential because, without its 
pumping, there would be no life.

Just as we take care of our physical hearts, 
we need to take care of our spiritual hearts. 
In order to grow in the image of Christ, we 

must give ourselves whole-heartedly to Him. 
He wants to transform our hearts and minds 

so that we become the people he planned 
for us to be before time began.

We are not naïve though; we recognize that 
the enemy, the world, and even our own 

flesh want to jade our hearts and prevent us 
from reaching God’s destinies for us. We 

don’t have to worry, though. If we miss the 
mark for guarding our hearts, and we sin, 

Jesus’s shed blood covers us. We can go to 
Him, confess and repent, and start with 

clean slates to keep our hearts flowing with 
all that honors and blesses God.

What area of your life is God calling you to 
surrender to Him in order to keep your heart 

guarded? How can you stand up against 
anything that attacks your heart?

// TERRY MOORE
    DAY 23 - PEACE

_______

And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus.
Philippians 4:7 NIV

 
Cast all your anxiety on Him because He cares 

for you.
1 Peter 5:7 NIV

 
You will keep in perfect peace those whose 
mind is steadfast because they trust in you. 

Isaiah 26:3 NIV

Change often equals stress. This can be true 
in our lives individually, in families, and even 

within our church. Change, according to 
God’s Word, does not HAVE to equal stress. 
God’s peace transcends all understanding. 

God’s peace will guard our hearts and minds 
if we allow it to. What a relief! His provision 

of peace will protect us.

Let’s commit, as a Body, to allow His peace to 
direct our hearts and minds through the 

changes that may occur within our 
local church.

// TERRI MARTIN
    

DAY 27 - FRUIT
_______

The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life.  
Proverbs 11:30a NIV

Year after year, our garden suffered from 
tomato blight. Bushy green plants would 
produce bountiful yellow blossoms and 

slowly small tomatoes would appear. But 
then some of the lower leaves would start 
turning yellow with brown freckles, shrivel, 
and drop off. When it was time to harvest, 

the vine was little more than a skeleton 
drooping with scant ripe tomatoes.

We tried rotation planting, blight-resistant 
plants, sterile soil. Nothing worked. Then I 
talked to a master gardener who knew the 

solution. He said our tomatoes needed 
calcium. Can’t wait for next year’s crop.

The Master Gardener knows all the remedies 
for our problems. He’s shared them with us 
in His Word, the Bible. He speaks when we 
listen in prayer. The fertile soil of living with 
God as our top resource and our #1 priority 

will ensure a bountiful life. Without 
problems? None He can’t solve.

How “healthy” is the spiritual soil in which 
you’re planted? Ask the Master Gardener 

today to provide the nutrient solutions you 
need to produce a full crop of fruit that honors 

Him.

// BILL RUCHTI
    DAY 28 - THE BRIDE

_______

Let us rejoice and exult and give Him the glory, 
for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and 

His bride has made herself ready.
Revelation 19:7 ESV

For a wedding to take place, the bridegroom 
must choose a bride, and the bride must 

accept the bridegroom. Then the process of 
preparing for a wedding happens.

As we go through this life, we too are in the 
process of preparing for our marriage supper 
with Jesus. The choices we make daily affect 

our preparation for that glorious day.

In biblical times, you were considered 
married at the moment you entered into the 
marriage agreement. You did not have the 

full rights of marriage, but all other benefits 
were in place. For us, it means we have 
privileges and access to our bridegroom 

others do not have. 

We also have access and favor with God, 
our Father-in-Love.

Fearlessly approach your bridegroom and 
Father-in-Love for help in areas where you 

struggle.

// BONNIE HEDSTROM
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    DAY 24 - PLANS

_______

In their hearts humans plan their course, but 
the LORD establishes their steps.

Proverbs 16:9 NIV

Some of the best advice I was ever given as 
a new mom was to stop using an ink pen to 

fill out my calendar. “Write everything in 
pencil,” the wise and experienced friend said. 

“Once children come, our plans are 
constantly flexing.”

She was so right. Kids get sick. Snow days 
mean everyone’s schedule is upended. A 

quiet evening at home turns into something 
else on parent/teacher conference nights. 
The parents’ plans bow to school concerts 
and children’s doctor/dentist/orthodontist 

appointments plus their games, science fairs, 
and meltdowns.

I’ve often viewed the above Scripture as if it 
only means that we can make our plans, but 
God gets the last word and He can interrupt 
or rework them at any time. And of course, 
it does say that. He is Sovereign. He does 

get the final say.

But it’s encouraging, too. If we make our 
plans according to or aligned with His will, 

He cements those plans in place. We’re 
partnered with Him in this endeavor. He isn’t 

intent on disrupting our ideas if our ideas 
align with His.

What steps do you personally take to line up 
your plans with God’s thoughts and His goals 

for you? Is it through Bible reading, prayer, 
listening, studying the paths He’s taken in the 
past? Get in the habit of standing where He’s 
stepping before letting any plan take shape.

// CINDY RUCHTI
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    DAY 29 - SURRENDER

_______

But God said to him, “You fool! This very night 
your life will be demanded from you.  Then who 
will get what you have prepared for yourself?” 
This is how it will be with whoever stores up 
things for themselves but is not rich toward 

God.
Luke 12:20-21 NIV

The surrender of stuff gained in this life is 
perhaps one of the greatest struggles each 

of us deals with this side of heaven. We 
must understand the brevity of life, not be 

deceived by the power in wealth as the man 
in this Scripture passage, and realize that on 
our best day we are only stewards of what is 

entrusted to us. 

With extended hands and open palms is how 
tightly we should hold unto everything in 
this life. True riches come from using the 
little in our hands and offering it to our 

Great God who is the Master at 
multiplication. “He is no fool who gives what 
he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose” 

(James Elliot).

Where would you find yourself if your soul was 
required of you tonight? Is everything His or 

mostly yours?

// JOHN MARTIN
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NOTES

DAY 26 - CREATION
_______

In the beginning, God created the heavens and 
the earth.

Genesis 1:1 KJV

Bordering each other, Oneida and Vilas 
counties in northern Wisconsin boast 991 

lakes, surrounded by statuesque maple, 
birch, and pine trees. The lakes draw all 
kinds of wildlife, such as otters, loons, 

eagles, and even albino deer.  

I was blessed to grow up in northern 
Wisconsin. Although I don’t live there 

anymore, I am able to visit often. As it says 
in Psalm 16, God has drawn my lines in 

pleasant places.

The beauty that abounds in these two 
counties is stellar, pointing to a powerful 
Creator. Just as we learn about God in 

Scripture, we can learn about His character 
through His creation.

Following are some of the ways that the 
Lord’s works magnify Him and instill in us a 

desire to exalt His name:

// The northern lights speak of Jesus as the 
True Light of the world.

// The lakes and rivers are reminders of the 
water-of-life flowing directly from the 

throne of heaven.

//Eagles are symbols that as we wait upon 
the Lord, our strength will be renewed.

Yes, in the beginning, God created the 
heavens and the earth and called it good.

DAY 30 - GRACE
_______

For by grace you have been saved through 
faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of 

God.
Ephesians 2:8 NKJV

Grace defined is God’s undeserved, 
unearned, and unmerited favor. When on 

the cross Jesus said, “It is finished,” He 
meant there was no work left for us to do. 

Jesus did all of the work so we couldn’t mess 
it up. We simply have to accept the gift and 

then live in relationship with Him. Grace 
abounds in relationship with God.

Imagine that your big brother left you a 
million dollars in a bank account, you would 

be a millionaire. Even if you never took a 
penny out of that account because you 

didn’t have a good relationship with your 
brother, you would still be a millionaire. Your 
life, though, would be much harder than it 

needed to be. 

Are you going through life doing the heavy 
lifting God never intended for you to do? 

Jesus did our heavy lifting on the cross. To 
experience the full measure of His grace, 

accept that gift, and live in relationship with 
Him.

Start turning over areas in your life where you 
need to experience the gift of God’s grace.

// BONNIE HEDSTROM

DAY 31 - HARVEST
_______

Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest 
of righteousness.
James 3:18 NIV

Don’t you have a saying, ‘It’s still four months 
until harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes and 

look at the fields! They are ripe for the harvest. 
John 4:35 NIV

They sowed fields and planted vineyards that 
yielded a fruitful harvest; He blessed them, 

their numbers greatly increased, and He did not 
let their herds diminish.
Psalm 107:37-38 NIV

Scripture is so very full of harvest analogies. 
As our church reaches out to the 

community, we will see more and more 
harvest. Right now, we can seek the Lord 
about current and future harvest. What 
does sowing the fields and planting the 

vineyards look like for us? He will show us. 
John 4:35 tells us we are not to assume we 
know: “Oh, four months to harvest time.”  

He says, “Open your eyes. The fields are ripe 
and ready to be harvested NOW!”

Let’s lay down our preconceived ideas about 
harvest and ask God with open hearts, minds, 

and eyes to see the ripe fields. We can look 
forward to working and harvesting the fields 

and vineyards together.

// TERRI MARTIN
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NOTES

DAY 32 - 
THANKSGIVING/

GRATITUDE 
_______

Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts 
with praise; give thanks to him and praise his 
name. Psalm 100:4 NIV

With a church like NRC, it’s not hard to 
“enter with thanksgiving.” Most arrive 

grateful for another opportunity to worship 
together, excitement about the music and 
sermon, the adventures and care awaiting 
children or grandchildren in the Kids Zone 

wing.
Some enter with heavy hearts. Rough week. 
Rough month. Rough year. Rough life. Our 
prayer is that no matter what weighs them 

down, their load will feel lightened after 
they’ve been noticed, listened to, embraced, 
and encouraged by the presence of God and 

the love of His people.
How interesting it would be for each of us to 

enter with a conscious thought about why 
we’re thankful, why we’re grateful. It’s a 

place where God dwells and the Holy Spirit 
moves. It’s a place where God is honored. It’s 
a place with a secure roof and a long history 
of faithfulness to God and His Word. It’s a 
place with every room filled, every corner 
utilized, every conversation area crowded, 

and little elbow-room. That’s reason for 
rejoicing.

 

Lord, as we enter new phases of ministry and 
new opportunities to expand our borders, may 

we do so with a heart of gratitude for what 
You’ve already done!

// Cindy Ruchti
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