
Statement of Faith 
 

 

God 

The Lord our God is one1 yet three persons.2 All three persons of the Trinity are fully divine 

and have always been.3 God presents himself as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. God the father 

has a loving, fatherly disposition to His Son and to mankind.4 God the Son, which He himself 

declares to be,5 provides the means of returning to His presence.6 God the Spirit,7 guides man 

towards the Son, who ushers man into the presence of God.8 Although the Triune God is 

made up of three co-equal persons, God is one. The Gospel of John provides the strongest 

evidence for the equality of each person. The Son comes from the father and the Spirit is sent 

by the Father.9 The Father sends the Spirit in the name of the Son and the Son sends the 

Spirit from the Father.10  

 

Scripture  

We believe the Bible to be the word of God, that it is God's special revelation11 to his 

creation so that we might know Him to the fullest of our capacity. The Bible is God's special 

revelation because he has chosen to reveal more about himself than can be found in nature, or 

his general revelation.12 We believe the Bible to be inspired13 which makes it unique because 

it is God's revelation recorded in understandable human language.14 That is, God inspired the 

words that the human authors wrote while simultaneously utilizing each writer's distinctive 

writing perspective and style.15 This means that every word of the original Bible, not just 

ideas and concepts, is fully inspired. This is not true of the copies and translations, however 

God has preserved his revelation for our edification.  

 We believe the Bible to be fully inerrant, that is, it reports what was seen by the 

human eye and does not aim to be scientifically and historically accurate unless the scripture 

claims it to be true.16 Because the Bible is fully inspired by God and God cannot lie or err,17 

 
1 Deuteronomy 6:4. 
2 Genesis 1:26, Matthew 3:16-17. 
3 John 1:1, Genesis 1:26. 
4 Exodus 4:22, Jeremiah 3:19. 
5 John 14:9. 
6 John 3:16. 
7 Acts 5:3-4. 
8 1 Corinthians 2:10-11. 
9 John 16:28, 14:26. 
10 John 14:26, 15:26. 
11 Hebrews 1:1-3. 
12 Psalm 19:1-6, 104. 
13 2 Timothy 3:16-17. 
14 2 Peter 1:21. 
15 Matthew 5:17-18. 
16 John 17:17. 
17 Hebrews 6:18, Titus 1:2. 
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His word must then also be without error. Therefore, the Bible in its original form is fully 

true and carries God's authority in regards to everything it addresses. We believe the Bible to 

be infallible.18 God's word is infallible because it is incapable of failing and therefore it 

cannot be broken. Since the writers of Scripture could not err, and the Bible in its original 

form is true then all of God's word can be found to be trustworthy.19 The infallibility, 

inerrancy and authority of God's inspired word rest in the moral character of who God is.20 

Because God is good, holy, and cannot lie, so it must be also with his revealed word. 

 

Jesus 

We believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, the second person of the Trinity and is 

himself God.21 We believe Jesus to be the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies 

concerning the Messiah's birth, lineage, betrayal, death and resurrection.22 He is described as 

"mighty God,"23 "everlasting father,"24 and "Son of God."25 Jesus himself claims eternality 

by disclosing the glory he shared with the father before the creation of the world.26 Jesus also 

claimed to be one with the Father, 27 and that he had the power to judge the world.28 Jesus 

Christ was fully divine and fully human, possessing two natures simultaneously in one 

person.29  The two natures operated dependently, that is, that Jesus was still omniscient and 

omnipresent yet he had the added quality of human limitation. He also had the same 

limitation as the rest of humanity. He experienced hunger, thirst, fatigue and death.30 

Although as a man, Jesus experienced all the emotions and physical strife upon his life, he 

lived a perfect life without sin.31 He was also fully divine, that is, that he is God.32 He was 

the very form of God33 as well as our great savior.34 This does not mean that Jesus gave up 

certain attributes of his divinity in order to become human, but rather that he added to 

himself the nature of a servant. Hebrews describes Jesus as the radiance of the glory of God 

and the exact representation of His nature.35 Paul describes Jesus as the image of the invisible 

 
18 1 Peter 1:23-25. 
19 2 Peter 1:19. 
20 James 1:17, Genesis 1:31, 2 Timothy 2:13. 
21 John 3:16, John 1:1. 
22 Genesis 3:15, Micah 5:2, Genesis 49:10, Psalm 41:9, Zechariah 11:11-12, Zechariah 
12:10, Psalm 16:10. 
23 Isaiah 9:6. 
24 Isaiah 7:14. 
25 John 10:36. 
26 John 17:5. 
27 John 14:9. 
28 Matthew 25:31-46. 
29 John 10:30. 
30 Matthew 4:2, John 19:28, John 4:6, John 19:34. 
31 Hebrews 4:15. 
32 John 1:1. 
33 Philippians 2:6. 
34 Titus 2:13. 
35 Hebrews 1:3. 
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God,36 and that he holds all things together. Jesus died a gruesome death by crucifixion, 

which Jesus Christ explained as necessary for the forgiveness of sins and the defeat of 

Satan.37 On the third day, Jesus overcame death and arose from his grave.38 He made an 

appearance to his disciples39 and to over five hundred others40 before ascending into heaven 

to be reunited with God the Father.41 

 

Man 

 We believe that God created man and woman in His own image and likeness42 from 

the dust of the earth.43 With life-giving breath, God purposed man with the task to be fruitful 

and multiply taking dominion over the earth. God did not create man because He was lonely; 

God created mankind for His own glory.44 Because every person was created in the image of 

God and every life was created for His glory, it stands to reason that every life from the 

moment of conception, has intrinsic value. The image of God is universal within mankind 

and has not been lost as a result of the sin.45 

 Since man is made up of dust from the earth and the life-giving Spirit from God, We 

believe that mankind is made up of two basic elements that are conditionally joined 

together.46 One element of our existence is our body, which returns to dust when we 

experience death.47 The second element of our existence is our spirit, which is eternal and 

departs from the body at the point of death.48 However, while it is that we are still alive, our 

body and spirit are one unified essence. God does not wish to receive glory from just one of 

our parts, but from our whole  

being.49  

Because of the fall of mankind, the image of God in man was distorted but not lost. 

God, in his perfect love and grace is restoring man’s image so that we can grow to be more 

like God.50 By studying his Word and work, we begin to see the world the way He sees the 

world. We believe that one of the primary reasons God has restored us as Christians is so that 

we would grow into the likeness of the more perfect imago dei.51 Jesus Christ is the perfect 

 
36 Colossians 1:15-20. 
37 Luke 22:15-20, John 12:31, 16:11. 
38 Mathew 28. 
39 Luke 24:36-43. 
40 1 Corinthians 15:6. 
41 Matthew 28:16-20. 
42 Genesis 1:26-27. 
43 Genesis 2:7. 
44 Isaiah 43:7. 
45 Genesis 9:6, James 3:9-10. 
46 1 Thessalonians 5:23, Luke 10:27, Matthew 10:28. 
47 Genesis 3:19. 
48 Genesis 35:18, 1 Kings 17:21. 
49 Luke 10:27. 
50 2 Corinthians 3:18, Colossians 3:10. 
51 Romans 8:29. 
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Imago Dei and in Christ Jesus we see life as God intended it to be and we are being 

conformed to his likeness.52 

We believe that God created the first man, Adam, to be without sin.53 Man was also 

created to love and glorify God. Since by definition true love is a choice, Adam also had the 

option to glorify something other than God and that is what occurred in the Garden.54 We do 

not believe that God created sin because He is without sin.55 Adam and Eve made a voluntary 

choice to ignore God’s only command.56 Because Adam and Eve sinned, all of mankind has 

inherited their sin nature.57 The sin nature is biblically defined as failure to conform to the 

law God has established. 

We believe that God alone has the moral authority to describe and prescribe the 

marital relationship, that which can only exist between one man and one woman.58 Therefore, 

sexual immorality, defined as any sexual activity outside the confines of the marital 

relationship is clearly prohibited by the Lord.59 As a consequence, we believe that all forms 

of sexual misconduct including adultery, fornication, homosexual behavior, bisexual 

conduct, bestiality, incest and pornography are sinful and ultimately unsatisfying.60 

 

Holy Spirit 

We believe the Holy Spirit to be equal with God and the third person of the Trinity.61 

He always was, is, and will be with the Father and the Son.62 He was and continues to be 

involved in the work of creation.63 The Holy Spirit also possesses all the attributes attributed 

to God such as omniscience, omnipresence and omnipotence.64 The Holy Spirit also plays a 

major role in the regeneration of the soul. Jesus himself says the Spirit alone brings spiritual 

life to the believer.65 Just as the Spirit raised Jesus from the dead; likewise the Spirit raises us 

from spiritual death to life.66 The Spirit also brings conviction and truth to the unbeliever 

allowing them to respond to the Gospel.67 The Holy Spirit unites the believer with Christ in 

his death and resurrection so that we may stand in victory over sin before the judgment 

 
52 2 Corinthians 4:4, Colossians 1:15, 1 John 3:2. 
53 Genesis 1:31. 
54 Genesis 3:13-15. 
55 James 1:13-15. 
56 Genesis 2:17. 
57 Romans 5:12. 
58 Genesis 2:24; Matthew 19:1-9; Mark 10:1-12. 
59 Matthew 15:9; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11; 1 Thessalonians 4:3; Hebrews 13:4. 
60 Genesis 1:27; Romans 1:26-32; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11. 
61 Acts 5, 1 Corinthians 3:16-17. 
62 Hebrews 9:14, 2 Corinthians 13:14. 
63 Genesis 1:2. 
64 1 Corinthians 2:10-11, Psalm 139:7, Zechariah 4:6. 
65 John 3:5-8. 
66 Romans 8:11. 
67 John 16:8-11. 
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throne.68 Once the believer has the indwelling Spirit in his heart, the Spirit will never leave 

the true believer.69 

 

Sin 

It is most commonly referred to in scripture as “missing the mark,”70 and it has 

caused a man to have a broken relationship with the father.71 There are also physical 

consequences of sins' presence in our lives such as pain, sickness, labor and death.72 

 

Salvation 

We believe the good news of salvation is found in the doctrine of adoption. While the 

effects of justification are the cancellation of the judgment against us, adoption is the 

restoration of favor with God.73 Through adoption, we are considered children of God, heirs 

with Christ, and we share in the inheritance of the Son.74 Adoption involves a change in both 

the status and the condition of the believer and occurs simultaneously with the conversion, 

regeneration, justification and union with Christ. The fruit of adoption is seen in the 

believer’s life through the presence of the Holy Spirit.75 

We believe sanctification is the process by which God makes believers holy for his 

own glory.76 It is God’s continuing work in the life of the believer to make them image 

bearers of God.77 Sanctification is not instantaneous, but a lifelong process in which we are 

becoming conformed to the image of His Son.78 The process is carried through by the power 

of the Holy Spirit and the evidence of the sanctified life is revealed through the presence of 

the fruit of the Spirit.79 We do not believe that the believer ever reaches perfection in this life, 

however the principle aim of the believer should be complete freedom from sin.80 

 

Baptism 

 We believe that baptism is an outward symbol of an inward change that has affected 

the believer. Christ ordained the practice and therefore we should continue the practice out of 

obedience and affirmation of the convictions that comes from His Word.81 We do not believe 

the scriptures teach that baptism is a requirement for the completion of salvation, but rather 

an act of obedience to Christ. 

 

 
68 Romans 6:1-10. 
69 1 Corinthians 6:19-20, Ephesians 1:13. 
70 Judges 20:16, Proverbs 19:2. 
71 Hosea 9:15. 
72 Romans 6:23. 
73 John 1:12. 
74 Ephesians 1:5, Galatians 4:4-5, Romans 8:17. 
75 Romans 8:14-16. 
76 1 Corinthians 1:30-31. 
77 1 Thessalonians. 4:3, 5:23. 
78 Philippians 1:6, Colossians 3:9-10, Romans 8:29. 
79 Galatians 5:16, 22-23, 25, Romans 8:4-5, 9, 13-14, 16, 26-27.  
80 1 Corinthians 10:13, Hebrews 11. 
81 Matthew 28:29. 
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The Church 

We believe the Church to be the community of all believers beginning in Acts 2 and 

continuing eternally. 82 Just as Christ loved and died for the church, building the church by 

calling people to himself,83 we believe the true church to be made up of all those who have 

been baptized by the Holy Spirit, having died to their sin out of their love for Christ.84  

The church is both invisible and visible. There is the church as God sees it, which is 

invisible to the rest of us on earth: for who can know the heart of men but God.85 But there is 

also the visible church to believers on earth, which are those who profess their faith and give 

evidence of the faith in their lives.86 

 

 
82 2 Corinthians 6:16, 2 Thessalonians 2:13. 
83 Ephesians 5:25, Acts 2:47. 
84 John 13:8. 
85 2 Timothy 2:12.  
86 2 Timothy  2:17-18, 4:10. 


