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Introduction and Preparation 
 
“God calls the Lampeter Church of the Brethren to be and to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ through learning to: Know God, Love Others, and 
Serve the World.” – this is our mission statement at Lampeter COB. The 
purpose of this guide booklet is to help you reflect on your experience 
with this church and consider how you have been helped along this 
journey to “know…love…serve.” 
 
Completing this guide will help you prepare for the congregational 
event planned for March 3 which will begin at 9:30AM for light 
breakfast, followed by worship and discussion from 10AM to 
approximately Noon. At this gathering, you will have opportunity to 
converse with others from our church as we explore the legacy of the 
Lampeter COB congregation and its unique strengths and challenges. 
These conversations will help identify important aspects of our 
congregation’s past that will aid in understanding our future needs as we 
begin a search for a new pastor later this year. 
 
To complete this guide, you will need to set aside time in a quiet place 
for Bible reading, prayer and reflection. You will need your Bible, this 
Guide and a pen or pencil. This Guide has five sections. You might want 
to approach one section at a time, completing each over the course of 
the weeks leading up to March 3; or, you may choose to set aside the 
better part of an entire day and work through the guide all at one time. 
This would be more difficult, but possible. 
 
Please have the guide completed by the March 3 event and bring it 
along with your written-out thoughts. If you prefer, you may also turn in 
your written answers to the Transition Team anonymously.  

 
1. Knowing God 
 
Everyone has a spiritual journey. Your spiritual journey includes the 
events and experiences that have led you to God and have shaped your 
relationship with him as you have grown in your knowledge of God. In 
Psalm 84, the writer reflects on the beauty of being part of the family of 
God and dwelling in His house. The psalmist also refers to times of 
difficulty (the Valley of Baka) and our need to look to God for strength. 
 
Read Psalm 84 slowly as you reflect on your own spiritual journey. 

- How was it that you came to know God?  
- What has it been like for you to experience the joy of finding a 

spiritual home among the people of God?  



- How has the church helped you know God in deeper and fuller 
ways? 

- How has your spiritual growth strengthened you as you dealt with 
the struggles of life? 

 
Write out a prayer of thanksgiving to God for his loving role in your life 
as your Lord and Savior, and for the many ways being a part of His 
people, the church, has helped you come to know God more fully. 
 
         

         

         

         

 

2. Loving God 
 
Read John 13:31-38 
Jesus was clear: the two things that matter most in life are Loving God 
and Loving Others. Lampeter COB desires to be a place where God’s 
love is seen in inspirational and practical ways. Love is the most central 
and primary quality of God’s nature. God is love (1 John 4:8, 16). The 
church, as the Body of Christ, is called to reflect the nature of God. 
 
As you think about your relationship with Lampeter COB, reflect on these 
questions: 

- When (at what point in the history of Lampeter) did you connect 
with the church? 

- What led to your coming to the church at that particular time? 
- What characteristics and qualities of the church attracted you to 

this congregation? 
 

Please list as many of these qualities or characteristics as you can. 
 
         

         

         

         

        

         



What would you say are the two major strengths of Lampeter COB? 
 

1.         
 
2.         

 
Close this exercise with a prayer of gratitude to God for raising up this 
congregation and for the many ways the church reflects the love of God 
to its members and to the community. Thank God for leading you to this 
congregation and pray a blessing over the leaders of the church. 
 
 

3. Being Loved 
 
Life holds many experiences of both a positive and negative nature. 
Every one of us has had experiences where we felt supported and loved 
by the church. We likely have also had times when we did not feel 
supported or encouraged. 
 
Read and reflect on Romans 8:18-30. 
 
Romans 8:18-21 reminds us that we all suffer and 8:28 reminds us that 
God uses all things to shape us into Christ-likeness, including both easy 
and difficult times of life. 
 
Think about times in your life when you were struggling, and you felt the 
church failed you; times when it was hard to feel loved by others. As you 
relive these times, please do so with humility and confession. We are all 
human. Even though Jesus is our head, the body of Christ is comprised of 
fallible human beings who all fall short of God’s glory. So our goal here 
is not to place blame or point fingers, but instead to help reveal areas 
where the church may need to develop so as to honor God more fully. 
 
Think about these questions: 
 

- During those times when you did not feel the support of the 
church, how might your experience have been different? 

- How might the church have responded that would have changed 
your experience for the better? 

- What might you have done, or how might you have engaged the 
church in a more positive way during this time? 

 
 
 



Please list some specific insights here: 
 
         

         

         

         

        

         

 
Close today with a prayer of confession, being honest before God 
about any failures you see in your life and ask God for grace for the 
church as it seeks to fully reflect God’s glory. If you still carry hurt over 
any experience, ask God to heal your heart. Pray for others in the 
church that may be carrying scars from the past and need to find 
healing and forgiveness. 

 
 
4. Serving the World 
 
Read Isaiah 43:1-7. 
 
Out of the entire world, God called Abraham; and from his descendants 
came the people of God called, in the Old Testament, the Nation of 
Israel. Israel’s purpose was to bring glory to God by loving, worshiping 
and obeying him. 
 
Read Ephesians 1:3-14. 
 
God called together the church, all those who confess faith in Jesus, for 
the same purpose; that we should together be “the praise of his glory.” 
The church does this by loving, worshiping and obeying God. 
 

- When (during what activities, events, moments) has Lampeter 
best shown the glory of God; times when our church loved 
God and others really well? 

- What church activities and events embody the heart of the 
congregation? Why? (Think about what lies beneath the 
events themselves – think about the motivation of the 
events and how they reveal and flow from our 
congregation’s heart?) 

 



Please list these events and your understanding of why they seem to flow 
naturally from the life of our church body. 

 
         

         

         

         

        

         

 
- Conversely, what activities and events seem to drain energy from 

our church? Why? What is it about these activities that 
seem forced or out of sync with the congregation’s heart? 

 
Please list these events and your understanding of why they seem to 
drain energy from our church body. 
 
         

         

         

         

        

         

 
Conclude with prayer, thanking God for Lampeter COB and asking God 
to continue to guide our church as it seeks to bring honor to Him. Pray 
especially for the transition of leadership that lies ahead, that the 
transition will go smoothly, and that God will continue to prepare our 
church and its leaders for a new season of effective ministry. 

 
 
5. Pressing Onward 
 
Read Philippians 3:7-14. 
 
In his spiritual wisdom, Paul realized that although he desired to know 
the power of Jesus’ resurrection, the fellowship of his suffering and to be 
more like him; he had not yet attained full maturity in Christ. This is true 



of all of us individually, and it is true of the Lampeter congregation. 
Lampeter is a good church, but it is not yet everything God desires it to 
be in nature, devotion and character. There is room to improve. 
 
Reflect on the overall nature of the Lampeter congregation today. 
 

- What would you say is its greatest challenge—where it most 
needs to develop and mature? We are not asking for 
mission and outreach ideas. Rather, from your perspective, 
what are the aspects of the life, culture and spirituality of 
the congregation that need to be developed? 

 
Please list the areas you see needing development as Lampeter COB 
continues to grow in its nature and character as the Body of Christ. 
 
         

         

         

         

        

         

 
Close this session with a prayer of blessing for the Lampeter COB, 
thanking God for all it is, but also asking him to be at work in growing 
our church to a place where it more deeply and perfectly reflects the 
fullness of Jesus Christ. 
 
 
Thank you for taking the time to invest in this exercise as together we 
seek to know Christ more fully and to appreciate the unique nature and 
calling of the Lampeter COB. 
 
God bless you. Please plan to attend church on Sunday March 3, at 

9:30AM. Please remember to bring this guide with you and, if you 

prefer, you may choose to hand it in to a member of the Transition Team.  

Paul Allen 

Keith Reinhart 

Becky Wagner 

Nichole Whiteman 



 

…that we may grow, be strengthened, and 

produce our best fruit. 

 


