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The Lord is good to everyone and everything; God’s compassion extends to 
all his handiwork! (Psalm 145:9)

God’s Kingdom – Luke 13:18-21

Prepare to Wonder 
This is a parable about a little growth and creating God’s vast kingdom. In this story, 
we learn things that are hidden sometimes can reveal something even greater. There 
are small beginnings that grow to surprise many. These surprises grow to be life-
giving, slowly but surely.

A mustard seed is a tiny seed that can grow into a plant over six feet tall. Flour 
combined with yeast can feed an enormous amount of people. These seem to be 
exaggerations to make a point. No matter how small, it all contributes and makes a 
difference. This story asks us to be a people of hope to have extravagant faith.

God’s kingdom comes into being with tiny and almost invisible things. A small 
quantity—a tiny seed, a measure of yeast—turns out to have an enormous effect. 
What is growing in God’s world today that could surprise us and be something 
amazing?

Spiritual Practice for Adults 
Baking bread has been a part of religious tradition for many years. Bread has been 
a symbol of life and of community. Make a simple bread recipe, then share with your 
family, friends, or church community.

3 cups all-purpose flour, divided  1 cup warm water 
1/4 cup sugar     3 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil 
1 .25-package active dry yeast   2 teaspoons salt 

Preheat oven to 375º. In a resealable bag, place 1 cup flour, sugar, and yeast. Then 
add warm water. Seal bag and push on the bag with your hands to mix. Let the 
dough rest for 10 minutes in a warm place. Add 1 cup flour, oil, and salt to the bag. 
Then seal the bag and mix together. Add the remaining cup of flour, and mix until 
it is all combined. Use a spatula to scrape the dough from the bag onto a lightly 
floured surface. Knead until smooth, about 5 minutes. Spray two small loaf pans with 
cooking spray. Halve the dough, and place in the two pans. Cover with a kitchen 
towel and let rise 30 minutes. Brush the top of the dough with olive oil or melted 
butter and bake until golden, about 30 minutes.
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Welcome to Wonder
Supplies: CEB Bible, Annual Music CD or song download, optional: Digital Class 

Pack

 • Gather together near your Wonder Table.

SAY: Today’s faith word is include: to welcome all of God’s children in God’s love.

 • Show the children the “Include” poster (Digital Class Pack).

SING together

 • Use your Annual Music CD or download the song, “Welcome” (https://www.
cokesbury.com/Celebrate-Wonder-Annual-Music).

 • Play the song, “Welcome.” Then sing and celebrate.

Wonder with Me
Supplies: CEB Bible, Celebrate Wonder Bible Storybook, optional: Wonder Cube 

(Digital Class Pack)

READ the Bible Story

 • Read the Bible story, Luke 13:18-21.

 • Roll the Wonder Cube. Take time to answer a few of the questions.

WATCH the Bible Story 

 • Visit https://www.cokesbury.com/Celebrate-Wonder-Video to download and watch 
today’s Bible story, or watch on www.amplifymedia.com.

WONDER together

 • Have you ever planted a seed or baked bread?

 • What does it take for a tiny seed to grow into a big plant?

CONTINUE to Wonder

 • Can you think of other things that grow from something small into something big, 
like a mustard seed does?

 • What do you think we need to do to help God’s kingdom grow?

PRAY together

 • Dear God, help me to show your love and to include everyone. Amen.
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Experience Wonder—What Will It Become? (Science)
Supplies: six different kinds of vegetable and/or flower seeds, sticky notes, marker, 
paper, pencils, clipboards

Prepare Ahead: Gather six different kinds of vegetable and/or flower seeds. Display 
the seeds (without their packages) on a table. Assign each seed a number and write 
the number on a sticky note, being sure to record which type of seed is displayed 
next to each number. Write the names of the seeds on separate strips of paper. Mix 
them up and display them.

SAY: Seeds can be interesting because it often is hard to imagine what they will 
become. We will look at some seeds to see if we can guess what they will grow to be.

 • Distribute clipboards, paper, and pencils.

 • Allow the children time to look at each type of seed and write down a guess of 
what each one will grow into.

WONDER: Which seeds were the most interesting to you? Why?

 • As a group, look at the seeds, asking for guesses of what each seed will grow into.

 • After the children make several guesses, reveal the answers.

Spiritual Practice—Exploring Inclusion Through 
Community
 • Gather the children in a circle.

SAY: God’s kingdom can grow and grow and grow, just like you. Say and do the 
following motions as a body prayer:

SAY: Squat into a ball by wrapping your arms around your legs.

SAY:  I am a seed. 
(Stand halfway up, bending forward with your arms straight out.)

SAY:  I am growing every day. 
(Stand up, with your hands on your hips.)

SAY:  I can grow big and strong. 
(Stand up and place your hands above your head.)

PRAY: With God’s help, God’s kingdom will come. Amen.

 • Encourage families to use the Celebration Chart (Digital Class Pack) and to read 
the Winter 2020–21 Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book (if purchased) at home 
this week.

3Celebrate Wonder 
Leader Guide • Winter 2020–21 • Session 9

Permission is granted to duplicate this page 
for local church use only. © 2020 Cokesbury.


