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The Lord is good to everyone and everything; God’s compassion extends to 
all his handiwork! (Psalm 145:9)

The Magi – Matthew 2:1-12

Prepare to Wonder 
Like the shepherds, the magi were unexpected people who visited the Holy Family 
The story of the magi, or the wise men, can teach us about inclusion. It is also a 
reminder that we, too, are included and part of the story. 

The magi brought gifts to share with Jesus, and we also have gifts to share. Children 
might not always understand the gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh—or why 
these gifts were fit for a king—but they can begin to understand what gifts they 
can share. Keep in mind that children might hear the word gifts and think of the 
presents they received for Christmas. You can remind your children that gifts are also 
something we can do and things we can share with the world.

What does it mean to know we are part of and included in the story of Jesus’ birth? 
It might mean more than tangible gifts. It’s the opportunity to share this story with all 
of God’s children and to know others have gifts to share too. When we share in this 
story together, we can spread joyous news for all.

Spiritual Practice for Adults 
The stories this month will be talking about inclusion. It is important for us, as adults, 
to model an inclusive way of being in the world so that children can see and practice 
loving all of God’s children.

Consider who you spend time with and talk to. How often do you make time for 
these special people? Take time to reflect on these questions, and then consider 
another question: When is the last time you reached out to someone new, made a 
new friend, or talked to a new coworker?
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Welcome to Wonder
Supplies: CEB Bible, Annual Music CD or song download, optional: Digital Class 

Pack

 • Gather together near your Wonder Table.

SAY: Today’s faith word is include.

 • Show the children the “Include” poster (Digital Class Pack).

SAY: When we include, we welcome all of God’s children in God’s love.

WONDER: Who makes you feel included? Have you ever felt excluded?

SING together

 • Use your Annual Music CD or download the song, “Welcome” (https://www.
cokesbury.com/Celebrate-Wonder-Annual-Music).

 • Play the song, “Welcome.” Sing and celebrate.

Wonder with Me
Supplies: CEB Bible, Celebrate Wonder Bible Storybook, optional: Wonder Cube 

(Digital Class Pack)

READ the Bible Story

 • Read the Bible story, Matthew 2:1-12.

 • Roll the Wonder Cube. Take time to answer a few of the questions.

WATCH the Bible Story

 • Visit https://www.cokesbury.com/Celebrate-Wonder-Video to download and watch 
today’s Bible story, or watch on www.amplifymedia.com.

WONDER together

 • Why do you think the magi traveled so far to see Jesus?

 • Why do you think they chose to bring gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh?

 • How do you think Mary reacted to the gifts the magi brought Jesus?

CONTINUE to Wonder

 • What do you think it was like to follow a star to find someone?

 • Do you think the magi made the right decision not to return to Jerusalem to see 
Herod? Why or why not?

PRAY together

 • Dear God, help me to show your love and to include everyone. Amen.
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Experience Wonder—Chalking the Door (Faith Tradition)
Supplies: chalk, hymnals or printed lyrics of familiar hymns

Prepare Ahead: Be sure you get permission to chalk the door. Gather hymnals or 
search for and print the lyrics of familiar hymns such as, “Away in a Manger,” “The 
First Noel,” and “We Three Kings,” which are in the public domain.

SAY: The magi’s visit to Jesus is known as Epiphany, which is when the world 
recognized Jesus as the Savior. On Epiphany, many Christians engage in a tradition 
called chalking the door. In this tradition, the doorways of churches, homes, and 
businesses are marked in chalk with the year and the initials of the magi who came 
to honor Jesus. Then a blessing is said. The chalk is used because it’s a natural 
substance that comes from the earth. Although the names of the magi are not in the 
Bible, they traditionally have been known as Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar. So, the 
door-marking for this year would be “20 C M B 21.” Let’s mark our door and say a 
blessing.

Tip: Although the traditional placement of the chalk-marking is horizontal above 
the door opening, consider placing the marking lower so the children can reach it. 
Assign multiple children a letter or digit to write. (Or you may write above the door 
yourself.)

 • Hand out hymnals or printed song lyrics, and sing familiar hymns such as, “Away in 
a Manger,” “The First Noel,” and “We Three Kings.”

 • Teach the children the following simplified blessing, and then say it together.

SAY: Bless this classroom (home) and all who come here to learn (live together).

Spiritual Practice—Exploring Inclusion Through 
Community
SAY: Our spiritual practice this week will help us remember that God’s love is for 
everyone.

SAY: Look at your hand and spread your fingers out wide. Does your hand look a 
little like a star? Touch each finger and repeat after me: “I will include ____________ 
in God’s love.”

 • As they touch each finger, encourage the children to name someone they want to 
include in God’s love.

 • One at a time, say to each child, “I will include you in God’s love.”

PRAY: God, help me to include everyone I meet in God’s community of love. Amen.

 • Encourage the families to use the Celebration Chart (Digital Class Pack) and to 
read together the Winter 2020–21 Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book at home 
this week.
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