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Time for a check-up! 
Parish nurses continue good works at CUMC 

By Mark McGowan 

( Junior Worship continued on Page 7) 

Children of  the Heavenly Father 
CUMC to launch Junior Worship at both centers 

by Mark McGowan 

When parish nurses Suzy Black, Darla Bradle and Debbie 
Whinnery launched their health care ministry to Christ 
United Methodist Church in January of 2015, they knew 
that congregation members might need time to learn 
what services are offered. 
 
Nearly three years later, with countless monthly blood 
pressure checks among the services already provided, the 
volunteer trio are ready to offer a friendly reminder of 
what’s available – and a snapshot of what’s taken place. 
 
“Deb has visited people in nursing homes. Darla has vis-
ited people in rehab facilities, the hospital or at home. I 
have gone to the emergency room, ICU and hospital set-
tings,” Black says. 
 
“Most of the time we meet somewhere with the patient/
family, but it could be a phone call, too. Sometimes we go 
with a pastor for a visit. People are referred to us by the 
pastors, and Rev. Dee Mede oversees us if we have ques-
tions,” she adds. “Confidentiality is critical so we don’t 
discuss patients among ourselves and only report to the 
pastors.” 
 
The three practitioners, all of whom took a semester-
long class on parish nursing and carry liability insurance, 
have complementary experience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday morning worship services are always family af-
fairs to which all are welcome, yet much of the content 
isn’t geared for the youngest people in the pews. 
 
Joy Hayag, deaconess and director of Children’s and 
Family Ministries, is ready to offer a fun alternative 
called Junior Worship. 
 
Beginning Sunday, Sept. 24, the Junior Worship activi-
ties in the Great Hall at the Alpine Center and the Sun-
day School room of the Our Master’s Center will follow 
the topic of the day in the sanctuaries. 
 
As part of a new program based on Kids Own Worship, 
a curriculum designed by Group, children will sing 
hymns, hear scripture, read litany responses, pray and 
listen to a “sermonette.” 
 
Eventually, Hayag says, the audience-sensitive prepara-
tion of Junior Worship will allow children to have a 
more meaningful experience when they attend regular 
worship. 
 
“First and foremost, we want to teach the kids about 
what happens in worship: How to pray. How to read Bi-
ble verses. How to sing hymns,” Hayag says. “It’s part of 
my passion to lead the kids into worship. It’s important 
for this young age group.” 
 

(Time for a check-up continued on Page 7) 
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“When you are praying, do not heap up empty phrases as the 
Gentiles do, for they think they will be heard because of their 

many words” (Matthew 6:7, NRSV).  
 

 

Swirly Words—Part I 
 

You know how there are some words that people use all 
the time, but you may not know them… 
 
At the Stewardship Summit on Saturday, August 26, 
speaker Rev. Molly Phinney Baskette shared her vision 
for reaching out to people who have never been part of a 
church or have had a bad experience in a church.  She en-
couraged us to speak clearly and simply and--above all--
avoid “Swirly Words.” 
 
Swirly words?  For our speaker, swirly words are those 
phrases and terms that are insider terms, known only by 
people who have been part of church for a very long 
time—and maybe not even by them.  They are the kinds 
of terms that can make the listener feel stupid or embar-
rassed not to know them.  When we are welcoming 
guests, we don’t want to use language that puts them off 
or embarrasses them. 
 
For today’s article, I want to share some of those insider 
church-y terms that are especially formal.  In a later 
 essay, I’ll reflect upon theological swirly words. 
 
Narthex: The smaller area just outside the  
  sanctuary, which you walk through to  
  enter worship. 
 
Chancel: The set-aside area at the front of the 

sanctuary, where the pastors sit and, at 
Alpine Center, so do the choir members 
and praise team. 

A Word from the Senior Pastor 

Altar: The visual focal point of the chancel.  It 
includes a cross.  We place the offerings 
(gifts of cash and checks) there.   

 At Our Master’s Center, the communion  
 elements go there.  At Alpine Center, the 

communion elements are on a small roll-
ing table in front of the altar.  By the 
way, notice that “altar” has an “a,” not an 
“e.”  “Alter” means to change. 

 
Chalice: The cup we use for the juice at  
 communion. 
 
Paten: The plate we use for the bread at  
 communion. 
 
Sacristy: The small area behind the sanctuary, 

where the communion elements are pre-
pared and some paraments are stored.  
Note: at Our Master’s Center (OMC), the 
paraments are stored at the back of the 
sanctuary.  I have no idea where the com-
munion elements are prepared at OMC! 

 
Paraments: These are the colored pieces of fabric that 

are placed on the altar, pulpit, and  
 lectern, to indicate the color which  
 corresponds to the church year (Advent: 

Deep blue; Christmas and Easter: White 
and gold; Ordinary Time: Green; Lent: 
Purple; Pentecost: Red; Ash Wednesday 
and Good Friday:  Black, or bare). 

 
Pulpit: At Our Master’s Center, the preacher 

may—or may not—stand behind this. 
 
Lectern: At Alpine and Our Master’s Center, the 

lay people (not pastors) stand behind this 
to speak during the service. 

 

Journey with Jane 

(Journey with Jane continued on Page 3) 



Alpine Center 
(MAILING ADDRESS FOR  

BOTH CENTERS): 
4509 Highcrest Road 
Rockford, Il  61107 

Phone:  815-399-5910 
Office Hours: Monday—Friday 

8:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday Worship Services 
Blended Worship Services: 

8:00 and 9:30 a.m. 
     Celebration Service:  

11:00 a.m. 

Our Master’s Center 
5973 Darlene Drive 
Rockford, Il  61109 

Phone: (815)399-5910 
   

Sunday Worship Service 
9:30 a.m. Child care is available 

Rev. Jane Eesley, Sr. Pastor 
jeesley@christumc.cc 

Rev. Scott Himel, Assoc. Pastor 
shimel@christumc.cc 

Rev. Deanna Mede, Assoc. Pastor 
dmede@christumc.cc 
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The Flame is a monthly publication of 
Christ United Methodist Church,  
available by mail or online at 
www.christumc.cc. 
Editor—Linda Kuntz 
Features Writers—Don Black,  
Mark McGowan, Beth A. Palm, 
Contributing Photographer— 
Joe Whinnery 
Director of  Worship Arts—Jody 
Warren 
Director of Communications—Emily 
Muserallo 

Christ UMC Facebook Pages 
Christ United Methodist Church page 

https://www.facebook.com/cumcrockford 
Christ UMC Children’s and Family Ministries page 

https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry 
Christ UMC Student Ministries page 

https://www.facebook.com/studentministriescumc/  

Check out our website at: 
www.christumc.cc 

Life is Sweet Women’s Retreat   
Saturday, November 4, 2017, 8:30 am – 4:00 pm 

$12—pay at the door 
Save the Date 

 To all the women of the church: before you jump 
into the craziness of the holiday season, spend a Saturday 
with your sisters relaxing and recharging.  The Sweet Life 
retreat provides an experience that allows women to slow 
down and savor time with God and with each other.  It 
feels like a cozy day out at your favorite coffee shop – 
where women can find rest, laugh, share their stories, and 
grow closer to each other and to God. 
 The Life is Sweet Retreat will be held in the Sacred 
Grounds Coffee House at the Alpine Center. Pastor Dee 
Mede is leading the retreat. Breakfast, lunch, snacks, and 
coffee breaks are included.  Childcare is free.  Women aged 
18 to 118 are invited, sign up for yourself and bring your 
family and friends!  Registration forms are found on our 
website, with your enews, and at the Connection Center 
and can be dropped off in the Sweet Life Retreat boxes at 
both Centers.  The $12 fee will be collected the day of the 
retreat.  Childcare is free but we need to know the number 
of children attending.  Attendees are asked to dress  
COMFORTABLY: yoga or pajama pants are encouraged!  
 Questions or concerns contact Pastor Dee at 
815.399.5910 x42 

Fellowship Time: 
 That time immediately after church 

(sometimes before), when people stand 
around drinking coffee or lemonade 
and eating treats.  Everyone likes the 
snacks, and people who know each  

 other catch up with each other.  People 
who are new are greeted (we hope) by 
the long-time members and welcomed 
warmly.  We call it “fellowship” to  

 indicate that it’s more than just  
 chatting—God is doing something 

among us as we talk and listen. 
 
Let’s pay attention to the language we use as we  
welcome new people.  As a lifelong United Methodist, I 
am particularly susceptible to using insider language.  I 
want to work on using fewer swirly words and more 
words that make sense to everyone. 
 
Christ’s peace, 
 

 Jane 

 

 

(Journey with Jane continued from Page 2) 
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UMW Greeting Cards 
Greeting cards made by the UMW Card Creators will be 
sold in the Alpine Fellowship Hall on September 10 and 
24th.  Each card is individually designed and crafted from 
donated cards by our group and also inspected for quality.  
Please stop by and see if they please you! 

UMW Circle Schedule 
The United Methodist Women invite all women of  
the church to their circle meetings. Visitors are  
welcome and encouraged!  To learn more about 
each circle, contact Carla White-Carpenter at  
815-885-3425  Some circles do not meet in the  
summer. 

Out to Lunch Bunch 
Thursday, September 28 at 12:30 pm 

at Cucina De Rosa at 1620 N. Bell School Road 
Come and join the Out to Lunch Bunch. This lively 
bunch of “mature” women will meet for great food and 
lively fellowship.  Please RSVP to Geneve Harris at 
574-612-9495 (local call) so we will know you are 
coming. 

Martha Circle 
Martha Circle will meet on Wednesday, Sept. 13, at 
Wesley Willows, due to the CUMC pastors’ visit.  We 
will meet in the Chapel at 11:45 for a brief service and 
then proceed to lunch.  Lunch cost is $7.00. After 
lunch we will have a meeting, in the building, location 
to be determined.  We will be deciding on a project for 
the annual TLC show. Please plan to come for great 
food and fellowship! We welcome visitors of all ages! 
Questions? Call Wilma Porter at 815-877-3465 or 
Donna Simmons at 815-877-5381. 

 
Caravan Circle 

The September 20, 2017 meeting for Caravan Circle 
will be at Sandra Chhatpar's house at 7651 Lloyd Dr, 
Cherry Valley at 9:30 a.m.  Her house is across Bell 
School Road from CherryVale. Sandra will give a talk 
about Stephen Ministry.  Please bring your UMW 
directories with you and we will update infor-
mation.  We need someone to volunteer for devotions 
so let me know if you can do it. RSVP to Geneve Har-
ris at 574-612-9495. We are always looking for new 
members or visitors. Feel free to join us.   
 

Priscilla Circle 
Priscilla Circle will be meeting on September 25 at 
6:30 pm. We will meet in the home of Sally Plath, 
1203 Roncevalles Ave. Join us to kick off our new 
year.  Questions about this evening circle?  Call Deb 
Laskey at 815-979-8555. 

 
Harmony Circle 

The September meeting of Harmony Circle will be at 
the home of Marilyn Rothermel on September 12 at 
9:30 am.  We are still studying Max Lucado’s book 
“before AMEN.” Our study will be chapter four, “I 
Need Help.” All are welcome to attend and become 
part of this circle.  If you are interested, call Jo 
Hellmich at 815-639-3074. 

Rebekah Circle starts year with  
social/service meeting 

Rebekah Circle will assemble jars of dry ingredients for 
soup or sweets at its Sept. meeting on Wed., Sept. 13, 9:30 
a.m., in the main kitchen and Fellowship Hall.  The jars 
will be sold at Tender Loving Crafts (TLC) on Oct. 7 to 
help raise money for missions for United Methodist Wom-
en.  New people are always welcomed.  This meeting will 
give people time to reconnect with friends not seen over the 
summer and to get acquainted with women new to the 
group.  We'll share devotions and refreshments.  For more 
information about Rebekah Circle or this meeting, call  
Gennie Schultz, 815 877-3405. 

Funeral Luncheon Helpers Needed! 
We are looking for those who are willing to help in a well-
established and important ministry of our church.  Both 
Centers are in need of volunteers to help with preparations 
for funeral luncheons.  We would welcome men as well as 
women. Families are blessed by the love and care they re-
ceive through the food and those who help with these 
luncheons.  
 
To volunteer, please call Linda Slife (815-282-1907), Judi 
Thorne (815-978-5974) at Our Master’s or Joyce Lantz 
(815-670-3456), Marion Kern (815-240-4125) at Alpine. 
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Volunteer Opportunities for TLC 2017 

Have you signed up to volunteer at the 2017 Tender Lov-
ing Craft sale yet? We’ve got all kinds of spots available and 
we’ll give you the job you’ve always wanted!  If you’re inter-
ested, be sure to check your calendars now because the craft 
sale is only weeks away! For a volunteer spot, call Deb 
Laskey at 815-979-8555. 
 

TLC Bake Sale    
Calling all bakers…this is your chance to bake the best 
sweet treats around! Sweet treats include brownies, cakes, 
cookies and more! Small loaves of bread, cookies and bars 
are fast sellers.  Pies need to be homemade and double crust-
ed—no cream filling.  Put your name on any pans that need 
to be returned to you.  Remember to let us know what your 
item is and if nuts are included. The drop off dates are  
Friday, October 6, between 2:00 and 7:00 pm and Satur-
day, October 7, from 8:00 to 10:00 am. Baked goods 
should be delivered to the Alpine Dining Room which is 
accessed through Door #6. For all bake sale questions, 
please contact  Patti Walker at 815-229-1321. 
 

TLC Upscale Resale Shop 
Please remember to set aside clothing you no longer need in 
women’s, misses and junior sizes: slacks, sweaters, jackets, 
blouses and coats. We would also like shoes, purses and     
costume jewelry.  Collection location is the rack across 
from the restrooms by the elevators at Alpine Center. 
Items other than clothing can be placed in the tote  
below. Thanks to all who have donated and helped to fund 
missions.  Clothing not sold will go to local organizations 
that enable women. Call Joyce Lantz at 815-670-3456 or 
Marion Kern at 815-240-4125.                                                                     

TLC Booths  
Are you crafty? Stay local, rent a booth and join us at the 
2017 TLC sale on Saturday, October 7, 2017, 
9:00 a.m. – 3: 00 p.m.  Booth rentals include a delicious  
BBQ lunch and booth assistance from our volunteers! For 
available booth sizes and pricing, please contact  
Diane Kirkland at 815-621-3118. 

Combat Hunger 
Join the Rockford Area  

Crop Hunger Walk 
Sunday, October 15:  Sign up now 

You can fight hunger locally or globally by either 
joining others and participating in the annual 
CROP Hunger Walk or sponsoring someone who 
will be walking.  More information will be available 
at the sign-up desk in the Alpine Fellowship Hall or 
at Our Master’s Center.  Or, you can contact Ken 
Walker at 815-540-3423. 

Holy Club Resumes on September 6 
This scripture study group that meets on Wednes-
day mornings, 9:30-10:30 am in the Alpine Sacred 
Word meeting room, will resume on September 6.  
Everyone is welcome to join for Bible reading and 
discussion.  No homework or book purchase  
required. Just bring your Bible and join us any 
time. 

Jean Drive in October 
The Outreach Committee is sponsoring a jean drive 
for Rockford Public Schools #205 children in tran-
sition program.  Children’s sized jeans for boys and 
girls are needed.  Please keep this in mind when 
you’re shopping. Collection will begin in October. 
Watch for more details. Call Karen Weedman at 
815-791-3079 with questions. 

Information Meeting For  
Montessori School Tutors 

Thursday, September 14, 
11:00 am in the Alpine Conference Room 

Mark your calendar if you're interested in becom-
ing a tutor at the Maria Montessori School (in the 
former Marsh Elementary School building). This 
school houses the Pre-K through 8th grade Mon-
tessori program through the Rockford Public 
Schools.  New volunteers from our church are 
needed. If you're already a tutor, this meeting is 
for you also. This is an ongoing program of our 
church. Please plan to come to the information ses-
sion on September 14. If you have questions or 
need more information, contact Karen Weedman at 
815-791-3079 or kjweed@sbcglobal.net.  
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CUMC Senior Fellowship Group 
Friday, September 15, at noon, 

Alpine Center Dining Room 
 Come and join this group for seniors for a  
wonderful homemade lunch and fellowship with your 
friends. Watch for your postcard in the mail for details.  
 Please call the church office at 815-399-5910 to 
make your reservation by Monday, September 11.   
Please join us!      

WOWS  
Widows Or Widowers and Singles 

Open to all single women  
age 65 and over 

 
In September: 

On September 20 at noon, we will have lunch at Ciao 
Bella, 6500 E. Riverside.  Call JoAnn Johnson at  
815-270-1138 for reservations by September 18.  Please 
bring small personal items for the homeless. 
 

In November: 
On Wednesday, November 8, the WOWS will have 
lunch at Nunzio’s.  We will meet there at noon. To make 
a reservation or if you have questions, please call Sandi at 
815-963-7634.  Donations for our Shelter Care Ministries 
would be appreciated. 

Fellowship News 

Next Scrapbooking/Stamping  
Scrapbooking/Stamping is scheduled for Saturday,  
September 16, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the Alpine Din-
ing Room.  Stay for all day or just a half day - whatever 
fits your schedule.  Not everyone in our group scrap-
books.  Some are stamping or working on other pro-
jects, so join us for a fun day of crafting!  If chil-
dren will be joining us, it's requested they be at least 
middle school age.   
  
As always, please bring money for a sandwich plus a 
snack to share and your own beverage.  Hope to see 
you on the . Questions?  Call Mary Hicks at 815-742-
1136 

College Student Addresses Wanted 
Are you a college student or will you be sending your 
student to college?  We are seeking each student’s cur-
rent address and email addresses for our church records.  
They and their mailbox will be remembered by their 
church family in some fun ways this year! Even if your 
student is in Rockford, let us know their current contact 
information.  We would like to make sure we can keep in 
contact with our college-aged students.  We would like 
to confirm that we have the email address they use on 
our records as well.   
 
Please contact Linda Kuntz with the student’s contact 
information: snail mail and email address to our church 
office, 815-399-5910 or lindakuntz@christumc.cc.  
Thank you and blessings to all our college students as 
they begin a new year! 

September Friday Movie Night 
The Hundred-Foot Journey 

  

    Take a break from the political fights and enjoy the 
comedy and escalating rivalry of Madame Mallory 
(Helen Mirren) and Papa Kadam (Om Puri), two restau-
rant owners in southern France.  They have very differ-
ent personalities, and their restaurants have very differ-
ent cultures and cuisines.  It's all in the 2014 movie  
The Hundred-Foot Journey (rated PG for thematic  
elements, some violence, brief sensuality).   
 
This is the movie we'll watch and discuss on Fri., Sept. 
22, in the Sacred Grounds Coffee House at Alpine Cen-
ter.  Snacks and conversation start at 6:15 p.m., the mov-
ie at 6:30.  The discussion afterwards ends by 9:30.  This 
is a free evening.  Call Mary English (815 397-4883) 
with questions about movie nights. 
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Black specializes in emergency nursing, surgery and 
management. Bradle, a clinical nurse specialist, has a 
background in critical care. 
 
Whinnery, meanwhile, worked in mental health and  
long-term care. “Deb has gone on a call for a medical 
issue,” Black says, “but found she was listening to the 
person grieving about the loss of the spouse.” 
So what can and can’t they do? According to Black, 
Bradle and Whinnery: 
 

We can provide printed material on a wide variety of 
health-related and emotional issues. 

We can help people “script” what they say to their 
physicians or nurses to get answers to their 
questions. We don’t call the physicians for them. 

We can answer questions about what to expect with 
various surgeries. Their health care teams pro-
vide so much information that it can be over-
whelming. We may see them in the hospital or 
rehab facility, and then visit them at home to 
answer questions, see how they are doing and 
help with questions about medications. 

We can connect members of the congregation to re-
sources or provide information about services in 
the community. Examples include Meals on 
Wheels or medical alert badges. 

We listen. We provide information, encouragement 
and spiritual reassurance. We pray with them. If 
the spiritual issue is too big, we might call a pas-
tor. 

We’re NOT home health nurses who go into the 
home and do nurse procedures. The only equip-
ment we’re supposed to take is our Bible. We can 
talk someone through a dressing change but we 
can’t change the dressing. 

 
Need a parish nurse? Call Linda Kuntz or one of the  
pastors at (815) 399-5910. 

Other lessons planned for Junior Worship include how 
to serve as an acolyte, how to set up the altar and how 
to assist in the worship as a liturgist or usher. Children 
also will memorize Bible verses, learn the Doxology, see 
how to give and offer their talents to God and enjoy free 
time to express their love for God. 
 
Times are 9:30 and 11 a.m. at Alpine and 9:30 a.m. at 
Our Master’s. The services, supervised by adult leaders, 
will last between 30 and 45 minutes. Parents should 
bring their children directly to the Junior Worship 
rooms when they arrive at church. 
 
Monthly dates after the Sept. 24 launch are Oct. 29, 
Nov. 19, Dec. 10, Jan. 28, Feb. 25, March 18, April 29 
and May 20. 

(Time for a Check Up continued from page 1) (Junior Worship continued from page 1) 

 

Wednesday Evening Children’s  
Programming Resumes September 13 

 
J. A. M.—Jesus and Me is for kids age 4 years to 5th 
grade—will resume September 13 at 6:00 pm in the 
Great Hall—Alpine Center. 
 
Family Ministry Meal—Dinner for all with a free will 
donation, at 5:30 pm in the Great Hall—Alpine Center 
 
Praise Kids Choir— Kids ages 4 to 1st Grade are wel-
come to join us. We meet every Wednesday from 5:00 
pm—5:30pm in Room #7– pre-school room.  
 
Joyful Noise Choir— Kids from 2nd Grade to 6th 
Grade can join this choir. Meets every Wednesday from 
5:00 pm—5:30 pm in the Choir Room.  
 
Puppet Ministry—6th to 12th graders are welcome to 
join, anyone who is interested please show up on Sep-
tember 13,  5:00—5:45 pm in Room 5 downstairs –
Alpine Center. 

NEW! For J.A.M. Parents 
Facilitator: Paula Versino 
Start Date for the Fall: Wednesday, October 18 
Meeting Time: 6:00 to 7:15 PM   Frequency: Every week that JAM meets    Location: Alpine Coffee House 
Join us for a relaxing evening at the coffee house while your child/children attend JAM. Some activities include book 
studies, topics in parenting, game nights, and possibly knitting. Bring your ideas and your areas of expertise to our 
first meeting October 18th! 
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 Their children have attended St. Rita’s,  
Hononegah, and Lutheran elementary and high 
schools. 
 Laura was in junior high school with Laura 
Widstrom, former youth director at our church. 
They went through the youth programs together, 
including work camps. “I wish every kid around 
here could go to a work camp,” Denny said.  Jan has 
helped with work camps and hopes to help again. 
 As the family grew, they moved to larger 
houses, in Cherry Valley, Roscoe and Rockford. 
Jan’s father moved in with them –for 12 years-after 
her mother died, which put a ba-
by, two teens and a grandfather 
all in one house at once.  
 Danny also was involved 
in the church youth programs, 
like Kids Klub, the work and mis-
sion camps, and helping in the 
kitchen for Wednesday night dinners. “I think the 
youth program does bring in people, Denny said. “It 
did us.” 
 Denny and Jan were raised in the same neck 
of the woods, so to speak. She was raised in Bliss-
field, Michigan, and he was raised in nearby Toledo, 
Ohio. 
 Jan was a farm girl, with two brothers, and 
she attended a one-room school.  Her father farmed 
and worked at a dairy.  Her mother was a nurse. 
 Denny, the baby of the family, had two 
brothers and a sister.  His mother worked part time. 
His father worked for Sunshine Biscuit.  In 1959, his 
Dad was transferred to Rockford to work as a  
manager for the company, but was transferred back 
to Toledo in 1969. 
 Both Denny and Jan were normal high 
school students.  He played some basketball and 
golf.  She was in 4-H. 
 Jan worked for a newspaper in Blissfield and 
later at a pizza place, which Denny’s brother owned.  
He introduced Denny to Jan for a blind date. “It was 
only half a date,” Jan interjected.  She explained the 
date was for dinner and Denny joined them at the 
movie. “I had to work,” Denny said in his defense. 
 Jan graduated in June and they were mar-
ried in January, 1973. 
 “Before that in 1969, I got ‘lucky,’”Denny 
said. He had No. 2 in the national military draft  

lottery.  He was going to college full-time days and 
nights but the military didn’t recognize that toward an 
exemption.  He was studying computers and science.   
 Denny was in the Air Force from 1972 to 1979 
working on the aviation and armaments systems of jet 
fighters, like the F-100. 
 “I was always into drawing and drafting,” Denny 
said, so he worked as a draftsman and field inspector for 
an engineering company.   
 It was virtually on-the-job training all the way 
through.” He spent some years with McClure Engineer-
ing and later had his own company for 18 years. Now 
he’s manager for municipal operations at CES Engineer-
ing. 
 “I was probably one of the last ones who worked 

their way through,” he said, pointing 
out his 47 years in the business. Alt-
hough he’s near retirement age, he’s 
not ready to do so, he says. 
 Denny’s busy time is the sum-
mer when he’s guiding municipal con-
struction—like sewer and water lines, 

sidewalks and streets, and bridges. 
 Jan said, “I wanted to go to college but we  
couldn’t afford it.” So she went to work at Toledo Trust.  
She learned on the job then but earned her license as a 
financial broker later. Jan now works for Robert Baird 
Financial in Rockford. 
 Their oldest daughter, Julie, of Rockton, works 
for Savant in Rockford. Her children are Elena, 16, and 
Javier, 14. 
 Laura now is on sabbatical with her new baby,  
8-month old Emmett.  She served three years as pastor 
at Palos Heights United Methodist Church. Her hus-
band, Craig, is an IT supervisor for a medical company 
in Chicago.  They live in Island Lake. They have seven 
children: Gracie, 16, Mikayla, 13, Jonah, 10, Zander, 5, 
DeWayne, 3, Jaylin, 18 months, and Emmett. 
 “She wanted 12 kids when she was young,” Jan 
said.  “And she may get them, by adopting more foster 
children.” 
 Daughter Andrea is married to Eric Shives and 
they have a little girl, Guilianna, 5. 
 Their son, Danny, 25, is a firefighter for the 
Rockford Fire Department and is engaged to Elizabeth 
Jenkins.  “We are very excited for them, “ Jan said. 
 “Our 10 grandchildren are really our hobby, 
Denny said, when asked about hobbies. 
 Jan enjoys cooking, and when the “gang’s all 
here,” they feed 32 people and “love every minute of it.” 
 



Christ UMC has been a big part of my life ever since 
my family started going here when I was about 5. I 
grew up going to Kids Klub, VBS, Sunday School, and 
later, work camps.  In high school, I became a leader 
in many of the programs I had once participated in 
and my faith continued to deepen. I started to feel as 
though I had more of a relationship with God rather 
than just knowing facts about him and Bible stories.  
 
Relationships are complicated, though.  As does hap-
pen when you get to know someone more personally, 
I started to experience a multitude of deep emotions 
for God. For a while, in late high school and early col-
lege I felt a profound love for God and felt his love for 
me as well. I was surrounded by a lot of new, Chris-
tian friends at my university, I was taking classes that 
left me even more in awe of who God was, and I found 
a great church. All of these things provided me with a 
sense of community in which I could ask questions 
and be challenged in my faith, but be encouraged at 
the same time.  
 
Except after a while, about half way through my jun-
ior year, I started going through a time where I felt 
separated from God. Suddenly, it wasn’t so easy to 
accept that God was there simply because I had al-
ways believed that He was. And it wasn’t easy to go to 
church just because I always had gone. I became an-
gry with God and even more angry at the Christian 
community because I didn’t feel there was a space for 
doubt without feeling judged. This led me to start 
asking big questions. Questions like “How do I find a 
reason for my faith when I can no longer feel God’s 
presence?” or “Where is God in my pain and the pain 
of people who have been oppressed by racism, sexism, 
homophobia etc.?” and similarly, the classic one, “How 
can God be in control of all things and yet be good 
when there is so much evil and suffering in the 
world?” I was no longer content to have a faith where 
I didn’t wrestle with these questions and figure out if 
this was something I could wholeheartedly believe or 
not. For a while I didn’t know what or if I believed at 
all. 
 

 
Thankfully, God provided the support of some friends and 
my boyfriend who gave me the space to question and 
doubt. Something one of them said was to not see doubt as 
something to struggle with and eventually overcome, but 
as something that is an integral part of my faith- some-
thing that will make it stronger. This idea has been very 
freeing to me as I continue to deal with a lot of the ques-
tions I have. I still do not know the answers to many of 
them, but I’m learning to become okay with that. It’s a 
very difficult balance to walk on the line between blind 
faith and complete cynicism. You need to question and  
process and doubt and be angry sometimes, but you also 
need to trust and have hope.  
 
And I’ve learned that through all of this, you need commu-
nity. You need people around you who will ask these ques-
tions with you and let you express your anger and doubt 
and remind you that you aren’t crazy and who will love 
you through it all. I think having these people around me, 
both at college and when I’m home, has been one of the 
biggest reasons why I’m still holding on to this faith. So 
thank you Christ UMC, for providing opportunities to 
build some of those relationships. Growing in faith is way 
too hard to do it on our own. 

By Alex Childs 
 
 
Editor’s note: Alex graduated in May from Calvin College 
and will be starting an AmeriCorps position on August 30 
in Evanston, IL, at You and Opportunity United. She’s 
newly engaged to Randy and they will be married next 
year on August 25, 2018. 
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Alex Childs 
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Getting to Know Hymn;  Music Opportunities 

“Rise Up, O Men of  God” 
William Pierson Merrill (1867-1954) 

Taken with permission from  
The One Year Great Songs 

 of Faith,  

     This hymn has been criticized because it 
speaks only of men of God and not women of 
God. Many contemporary hymnals have 
changed the words to “saints of God.” Yet 
William Merrill’s notion was not to discrimi-
nate against women, but to challenge men. 
Women in his day already had numerous 
church organizations and groups like the 
Women’s Christian Temperance Union, but 
there were no Christian movements for men 
that could rival the various fraternal organi-
zations proclaiming a brotherhood that was 
only pseudo-Christian. 
     Merrill’s hymn is full of exclamation 
points and military-sounding commands. The 
Christian message still comes to us—both 
men and women—with exclamation points 
and definite commands.  Followers of Christ 
are called to be soldiers, not just passive  
recipients of God’s blessings. 

Rise up, O men of God! 
Have done with lesser things; 
Give heart and soul and mind 
and strength, 
To serve the King of Kings. 
 
Rise up, O men of God! 
His kingdom tarries long; 
Bring in the day of brotherhood 
And end the night of wrong. 

Rise up, O men of God! 
The Church for you doth wait, 
Her strength unequal to her task, 
Rise up and make her great. 
 
Lift high the cross of Christ, 
Tread where His feet have trod; 
As brothers of the Son of man, 
Rise up, O men of God! 
 

Make a Joyful Noise to the Lord! 
 
The Choirs of CUMC will begin rehearsals soon.  If you are high school age or older, and enjoy singing 
we hope you will consider singing with the Chancel Choir at Our Master’s Center or the Sanctuary 
Choir at the Alpine Center.  Both choirs rehearse one evening a week and sing twice a month in wor-
ship.  No special skills needed other than a love of singing.  The Wesley Ringers Handbell Choir 
meets weekly and plays in worship at Alpine Center once a month.  The ability to read music is highly 
recommended. See details below for the choir(s) that you may be interested in.    
 
The Chancel Choir at Our Master’s Center rehearses on Wednesday evenings from 7:00 - 8:30pm, 
and sings in worship twice a month.  Rehearsals begin Wednesday, September 6.  
 
The Sanctuary Choir at Alpine Center rehearses on Thursday evenings from 7:30-9:00 pm, and sings in worship 
twice a month. Rehearsals begin Thursday, September 7.  
 
The Wesley Ringers Handbell Choir rehearses on Thursday evenings in the Alpine Center balcony from 6:00-7:15, 
and plays in worship once a month.  Rehearsals begin Thursday, September 7. The ability to read music is highly rec-
ommended.  
 
We also have opportunities for instrumental musicians and soloists to play special music in worship with the piano, 
or to accompany the various choirs.   
 
 If you want to join or have any questions about the Sanctuary Choir or special music opportunities, please 
contact Jody Warren at jodywarren@christumc.cc or by calling the church office at 815-399-5910 x21.    
 For information or to join the Wesley Ringers Handbell Choir or Chancel Choir at Our Master’s Center, 
please contact Richard Stiltner for more information at rstiltner@christumc.cc or by calling the church office at  
815-399-5910. 

mailto:jodywarren@christumc.cc
mailto:rstiltner@christumc.cc
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SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE 

 
8:00  a.m. Nursery Child Care is  available  

in the Nursery Room 

         No Sunday School at this worship hour 
 

9:30 a.m. Worship Hour Alpine Center 

· Infants and Toddlers: Nursery Room 

· All children begin in the Sanctuary and are dis-

missed after Children's Message (except on 

the first Sunday of the month) 

· Pre-School(4)-5th Grade—Lower Level Sunday 

School Room 1/One Group Sunday School. 

 

Every first Sunday of the month children will start 

their class downstairs and will come up for com-

munion and return to their classroom. 
 

9:30 a.m. Worship Hour OMC 

·Infants: Nursery 

· Pre-School-Kindergarten: Nursery 

      1st-6th Grade:  Begin in Sanctuary,  

dismissed downstairs for Sunday School 

following the Children’s Message 

  
11:00 a.m. Worship Hour Alpine Center 

· Infants and Toddlers: Nursery Room 

· All children begin in the Sanctuary and are dis-

missed  after children's message. 

·  Pre-School(4)-5th Grade—Lower Level  
                Sunday School Room 1 
 

Note:  Communion is every Sunday for the  

children  

 

Save the Dates 

September 

 

            3    No Sunday School  

            8 Moms Group Resumes 

           10 Rally Day/3rd Grade Bible  

  presentation  

  Sunday School/Promotion  

  National Grandparent’s day 

           13  Wednesday Programming begins 

            22 Moms Group 

            24 Junior Worship  

Please Fill out your registration forms for this  

School Year 2017 – 2018  

Registration forms  for Joyful Noise Choir, 

Praise Kids Choir, JAM , Sunday School and 

Volunteer Application are found at our con-

nection center.   If you have any questions 

kindly call Joy Hayag at 815-399-5910 or email 

her at jhayag@christumc.cc      
 

 

Sunday School  

Curriculum 

Christ UMC Children's and Family Ministries  

Sunday School Teachers Needed 

We are looking for volunteer teach-

ers for the new Sunday School year:  

September, 2017—May, 2018. If you 

are interested or have  

questions,  contact Joy Hayag at 

the church office,  

815-399-5910 or 

 jhayag@christumc.cc. 

Third Grade Bible Presentation on 

 September 10 
If you have a child going to third grade this 

year, please call or email Joy Hayag as soon 

as possible so that she can have Bibles ready 

for them on September 10 at the 9:30 and 

11:00 Alpine services, and 9:30 service at Our 

Master’s Center. You can reach Joy at the  

office at 815-399-5910 or  

jhayag@christumc.cc. 

https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry/?fref=ts
mailto:jhayag@christumc.cc


September 1 
Sarah Crane 
Grant Flodin 
Renèe Johnson 
Breona Rappley 
Jamie Thayer 
 
September 2 
Janette Calow 
Vivian Knapp 
Anthony Berg 
 
September 3 
Mathiang Deng 
Joshua Roberson 
 
September 4 
John Armstrong 
Linda Bjur 
Peg Giannangeli 
Ron Janecek 
Ann Mathers 
Mary Murata 
Keane Tushchen 
 
September 5 
Jack Cullen 
Vicki Lynn 
Lynn Moczynski 
Patrice Rinaldi 
Sue Sarauer 
David Zimmerman 
Sean Olson 
 
September 6 
Brenda Christiansen 
Chris-Vipond Keenan 
Sandy Revoredo 
Justin Shula 
 
September 7 
Harper Bjur 
Rongue Kahite 
 
 
 
 
 

September 8 
Hannah Flynn 
Travis King 
Pam Laughlin 
Kerry Lin 
Katherine Lundberg 
 
September 9 
Bill Keenan 
Alex Morrison 
Gedeon Trias 
Allie Zimmerman 
 
September 10 
Penny Cacciatore 
Janet Clewett 
Diane Deppe 
Jennifer Otwell 
 
September 11 
Aaron Nagatomo 
Taylor Greenland 
Matthew Herrmann 
Jordan Daringer 
Lola Morlan 
Erik Montelebre 
Bob Reeves 
Vicki Tuschen 
Carli Janecek 
Nancy Westphal 
 
September 12 
Kay Benson 
Mary Eesley 
Ken Walker 
Alysa Watts 
Scott Whitman 
 
September 13 
Dick Garkey 
Phyllis Melenas 
Jill Porter 
 
September 14 
Stephanie Chancellor 
Stu Crane 
Adam Kirk 
Howard Knodle 
Beth Lipton 
 
September 15 
Rich Gibbons 
Joseph Gibbons 
Rebecca Miller 
Dean Schoff 
Cole Yaun 
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September 16 
Judy Chancellor 
Dave Cox 
Nancy Vogel 
Stephanie Yates 
 
September 17 
Ian Knapp 
Meg Pierce 
 
September 18 
Kris Geddes 
Marissa Muldowney 
Harold Palm 
Eric Persinger 
Lynne Vass 
 
September 19 
Erika Bjur 
John Liddell 
 
September 20 
Laura Cooper 
Joanne Last 
Mary Ann Priewe 
Michael Storm-Levia 
 
September 21 
Mary Beth Dyke 
Gale Rippentrop 
 
September 22 
Kim Stender 
Jessica Bielefeldt 
 
September 23 
Donald Fraser 
Bridget Fraser 
Ryan Miller 
Andy Palm 
 
September 24 
Sharon Corey 
Zack Johnson 
Jarrett Morlan 
Leon Saul 
Don Thayer 
 
September 25 
Jeremy Meyer 
Ted Ritter 
Lois Rolander 
Linda Slife 
Jane Wesner 
Piper Zehrung 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 26 
Ben Brady 
Tim Edwards 
Doris Fagerstrom 
Charles Frey 
Alison Lipton  
Robert Morrison 
Nathan Whinnery 
 
September 27 
David Aarvig 
Karon Anderson 
Olivia Hagerman 
Wendy Volz 
Melissa Sarver-West 
Alexander Woodard 
 
September 28 
Rickie Andersen 
Cole Coffer 
Brian Kobischka 
Jim Wilson 
 
September 29 
Lynn Kearney 
Pat Kendell 
Margie Lineback 
Bob Persinger  
Meredith Woodard 
Elijah Woodard 

Birthdays 



 

The Church is People 
 

Baptisms: 
Asher Elliott Tipton, son of  Andrew and  
Reilly Tipton, on August 6 
 
Haley Marie Tipton and Madalyn Kay Tipton, 
daughters of Christian and Andrea Tipton, on 
August 6 
 
Marc Robert Shanley Kuntz, son of Erinn 
Kuntz, on August 13 
 
 

New Member: 
Ann Mathers joined our church by reaffirma-
tion of faith on Sunday, August 20.  Her  
husband, Jim, was her sponsor. 
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September 1 
John and Sue Murray 
Beth and Jon Mutton 
 
September 2 
Leonard and Laurie Pink 
Dennis and Mary Ann Priewe 
John and Sue Spitzer 
 
September 3 
Ken and Marion Kern 
Jane and Dave Picken 
 
September 4 
Barb and Steve Kaiser 
 
September 8 
Jan and Russ Leopold 
Dennis and Christine Riemer 
 
September 8 
Bob and Dawn Russell 
 
September 10 
Megan and Matt Abbott 
Jim and Jo Hellmich 
Kerry and Maurice Lin 
Lynn and Tony Mocynski 
Joe and Teri Reynolds 
 
September 11 
Donna and Douglas Dyer 
Bud and Carolyn Knodle 
John and Dawn Truitt 
 
September 13 
Kim and Chris Jacobsen 
John and Mary Lou Sterkeson 
 
September 15 
Erin and Derek Kiley 
Barb and Roger McKelvey 
 
September 16 
Jeffrey Smith and  
     Amanda Kearney-Smith 
Don and Kathy Wight 
 
 
 
 

September 19 
Greg and Cynthia Hansen 
Greg and Pam Wilson 
Ted and Carol Plum 
John and Teena Scheub 
Mike and Kelly Steffen 
 
September 20 
Dennis and Elizabeth Buck 
 
September 21 
Darrin and Rachel Erickson 
Tom and Lydia Ogilby 
Chris and Wayne Peters 
Tom and Martha Shula 
William and Patricia Bowden 
 
September 22 
Len and Joan Hamachek 
Candy and Darrell Johnson 
Jennifer and Courtney Prentice 
Andy and Casey Swindell 
 
September 23 
Paula and Patrick Sulliven 
Virginia and Paul O’Brien 
 
September 24 
Mary and Adam McKay 
Randy Roberson and 
     Sue Hazlewood-Roberson 
 
September 25 
Steve and Linda Sipe 
 
September 26 
Paul and Tracey Greenland 
 
September 27 
Travis and Natalie King 
 
September 28 
Paul and Jennifer Lundberg 
Vicki and Alan Persinger 
 
September 29 
Ron and Irene Janecek 
 
 
 
 

 Sunday School Kick-Off  
      and Promotion Day 
 
 Third Grade Bible Presentation 

    9:30 and 11:00 services at  
Alpine Center 

9:30 service at Our Master’s Center 
 
 

 Confirmation of  the Class of 2017 
9:30 and 11:00 services at Alpine Center 

Sunday, September 10 
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 From Mary Gummow 
On behalf of the Outreach Committee. I would like to 
offer a heart-felt thank you to all of those who partici-
pated in the School Supply Drive. This year you helped 
80 students in the Rockford area go back to school on a 
positive note. 30 backpacks went to the Transitional De-
partment (Homeless) at RPS #205, 47 went to Centen-
nial Kids Klub, and 3 went to a refugee family. With 
your generous monetary donations, we also donated 
about $300.00 to the Centennial Kids Klub for needed 
supplies. Please know that you have touched many lives 
with your generosity.  
 
I would also like to thank Teri Reynolds, Carol 
Risenhoover and Andrew Gummow for help with  
shopping, lugging backpacks and distribution. You are 
all greatly appreciated.  

 From the Landscape Committee of Our Master’s 
Center: Delores Fenn,  Carol Fleming,  

      Jo Mohrmann, Mike Muller, Mary Murata, 
      Don Johnson and Donna Riha 
The Landscape committee would like to thank Cliff  
Gillette for arranging for an old tree on the Our Master’s 
campus to be taken down. 

 From the Outreach Team 
The Outreach team, Christ the Carpenter Food Pantry, 
and the Rock River Valley Pantry thank everyone who 
contributed donations to the many suffering a food crisis. 
Through your generosity, 417 pounds of food were donat-
ed.  This equates to a monetary value of $704.73. 

 From Carol Risenhoover 
The members of Centennial UMC and our children, would 
like to thank you for the backpacks and school supplies you 
so generously donated to the children of our outreach pro-
grams, Saturday Kids' Club, the children in our ESL pro-
gram and our Hispanic ministry.  It is so exciting to know 
that the children will be starting school with the supplies 
they need to have a successful year. We sent home 45 
backpacks, all different and all stuffed with supplies! A  
special thank you also to Mary Gummow for organizing 
this amazing gift. Thank you for your continued support! 

Coming Events 
 
September 10  Rally Day/Third Grade Bibles Presentation:   
   9:30 and 11:00 services at Alpine Center;   
   9:30 at Our Master’s Center   
   Confirmation of the Class of 2017:  
   9:30 and 11:00 services at Alpine Center 
September 13  J.A.M., Family Ministry Meal, Praise Kids  
   Choir, Joyful Noise Choir, and Puppet Ministry resume 
October 7  Tender Loving Crafts 
October 8  Fall Bash 
October 20-21  Jr. High Fall Retreat 
November 4  Women’s Retreat 
November 5  All Saints Sunday 
November 20  Thanksgiving Baskets 
November 26             Hanging of the Greens—at Our Master’s Center only 
December 9  Cookie Walk 
December 11, 12 Christmas Angel Gift Wrapping 
December 18  Blue Christmas Service 
Sunday, December 24   
      Morning: 9:30 am: one service at each Center 
      Christmas Eve services: at Alpine Center 
   Noon, 4:00 pm, 7:00 pm, 10:30 pm  



Coins for Rainbow Covenant giving in September 
 
Our coins for Rainbow Covenant giving each Sunday in September will go to Satur-
day Kids’ Club in Rockford. 
 Entering its 22nd year of ministry to underserved children in Rockford. 

 Multicultural program that meets every Saturday morning for children ages 5-12. 

 Provides a lunch and a morning filled with games and activities. 

 Their goal is to provide a program through which the children will develop re-
spect for oneself and others of different backgrounds. 
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The world is a large place. Large, because there are 7.5 
billion humans inhabiting it. Large, because it takes 
nine hours to fly from here to Europe. Large, because 
everywhere we go we encounter strangers. Large, be-
cause as we look up at the stars we can’t help but expe-
rience the feeling of being infinitesimal.  Large, because 
just gazing across the expansive sea inflicts sensations 
of awe.  
 
And yet, the world is a small place. My time in Greece 
taught me this. 
  
It taught me that no matter their cultural differences, 
people from every corner of the world can come togeth-
er and serve to fulfill a shared mission. People from any 
country can sit together in a living room and, with con-
versation and a bit of coffee, make the world feel so, so 
small. Because in each nation, there are those who share 
the desire to help others; there are those who strive to 
liberate the world of injustice; there are those who are 
filled with compassion; and there are those who will 
have no problem making any visitor feel at home. This 
discovery has opened my eyes to the truth surrounding 
us: we are only as distant from one another as we make 
ourselves to be. Oceans and seas and mountains don’t 
separate us. We separate us. There are auspicious rela-
tionships just waiting to be made; there are people out 
there just as passionate as you and me. The only reason 
I met any of the people I did is because I bought a plane 
ticket. You never know who you might meet while 
traveling—that is one of the best parts of embarking on 
any journey.  
 
As Christians, we believe human existence is rooted in 
relationship. This is clear in the manner in which God 
created and interacts with us. The innate desire we all 
have to make connections with other humans comes 
from God’s intention that we live in harmony with one 

A Fresh Take… 

The Youth Perspective  
another. We are literally designed for this—thus, it seems 
only rational that relationship can be experienced between 
any number of people, not just those we are surrounded by 
on a day-to-day basis. It’s beautiful to me, this coming to-
gether of different nationalities and languages—how we 
really aren’t all that different, and how we are not as dis-
tant from one another as we think.  
 
Being around refugees for two months has emphasized 
this reality, along with showing me the complexities of 
interacting with non-English speakers who have some-
times been through hell, and yet they find it in their hearts 
to be welcoming and friendly. Of course, there are those 
who are understandably guarded, but the majority of the 
refugees I met were willing to engage. Strangers from two 
polar opposite worlds, speaking two vastly different lan-
guages, could form a friendship and a unique bond. This is 
beauty in its purest form—simple, easy enough to attain, 
but so raw in its humanity that it knocks you off your feet.  
 
Jesus made these kinds of connections when he walked the 
earth. He met people, built relationships, and loved, all as 
an example of what we’re to do. I’m an introvert, so this 
kind of interplay doesn’t come naturally to me, but that’s 
okay. We don’t need to run around meeting as many 
strangers as possible and being super extroverted wherev-
er we go. All I’m saying is if we open our hearts and our 
minds in whatever situation we’re placed (and particularly 
when abroad or out of our comfort zone), we may find our-
selves experiencing relationship in a whole new way.  
 
Jesus wasn’t afraid to jump into the unknown and meet 
people different from himself. We shouldn’t be either. Re-
lational connections are what we are made for, so let’s 
make the most of it. 

                   Reflections From Greece    
                            by Katie Childs 



 

 

Christ United Methodist Church 
4509 Highcrest Road 

Rockford, Il  61107 

 
 
Address Service Requested 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Flame Deadline: September 21, 2017 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S Postage 

PAID 
Permit  #3336 

ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS 

Articles may be e-mailed to lindakuntz@christumc.cc or 
mailed/brought to the church office by the deadline date. 

 Getting to Know You:  Denny and Jan McMullen 

By Don Black 

Check out our website: 

www.christumc.cc 

said. And their son, 
Danny, also noticed a 
difference. Jan can 
recall him asking  
“Why can’t I take 
communion at the 
Catholic Church when 
I can take it here?”  
 Denny was an altar boy. Jan later was a Eucha-
rist minister.  She was on parish council, a member of 
the Altar & Rosary Society and worked on the play-
ground. His activities were limited because the men’s 
Knights of Columbus met on Mondays or Tuesdays, 
the nights when he was required as a civil engineer to 
be at municipal meetings. 
 Since joining here in 2003 they have been 
greeters, ushers, decorated the Christmas tree and 
worked in soup kitchens and for dinners. “We enjoy 
helping with whatever we’re asked to do,” Denny said. 
 Jan said that helping with communion in both 
the Catholic and Methodist churches has been  
meaningful. 

 Most of the time parents take their children to 
church. Sometimes the kids take their parents to church, 
or even another church. That’s what happened to Denny 
and Jan McMullen. 
 A few years ago they were active members of St. 
Rita’s Catholic Church and sent their oldest children 
there. Now they’re active members of Christ United 
Methodist Church and one of their children, Laura, is a 
Methodist pastor. 
 Besides their children, Denny and Jan also share 
something else: both of them started their careers with 
on-the-job training, and both of them are communion 
servers at the weekly 11:00 service and the monthly 9:30 
services at Alpine Center. 
 “It’s virtually not that different anymore,” Den-
ny said in an interview when talking about Catholic and 
Methodist churches. However, Jan remembers one dif-
ference. Her daughters, Julie and Laura, were married in 
1999 within 11 months of each other—Julie in the Cath-
olic Church and Laura at Christ UMC. 
 “St. Rita’s had more restrictions and our church 
had more freedom in how the weddings were done,” Jan 

(Continued on page 8) 



 Pastors Jane Eesley, Scott Himel, and Deanna 
Mede; Deaconess Joy Hayag, and lay members Don 
Black, Kay Cull, George English, Mary English, and Jan 
Klimek attended the 178th Northern Illinois Annual Con-
ference June 4-6, 2017. 
 
Ordination 
 The conference began with the commissioning 
and ordination ceremony which included the Episcopal 
address. The highlight of the service for Christ UMC 
people was thethe ordination of Laura Wilson Under-
wood.  She is the daughter of John and Pam Wilson, 
niece of Doug and Diane Wilson, and cousin of Elena 
Wilson. 
 The Episcopal address was ”Now We’re Cook-
ing.”   Bishop Dyck told several entertaining stories il-
lustrating how you can prepare a meal from what is in 
the fridge.  In our churches we see what passions and 
talents are already there then make a delicious meal—Do 
ministry!  We must make disciples and grow the church 
using what we have and not what we wish we had. 
 
Conference Business 
 On Monday morning the conference was formal-
ly organized.  The theme was “Let the light shine 
though.”  Rev. Kristine Marshall artistically designed the 
worship center.  Dr. Marcia Mcfee organized multiple 
sensory worship services and gave a workshop on wor-
ship design.  The worship services were quite striking. 
 The three co-lay leaders presented the laity ad-
dress on the analogy of a ship and a crew.  The captain 
sets the direction but without the crew the ship does not 
move. 
 Dr. Margaret Ann Crain and Dr. Jack Seymour, 
retired seminary professors, led the Bible Study.  They 
emphasized that Bible study should not lead just to un-
derstanding but to action. Exodus 13 was the scripture.  
Following the plagues, the Hebrews went into the desert 
with no map and little food.  They were forced to walk 
by faith and not by sight. Light shines through the 
cracks, the broken places in our lives, and gives us hope.  
The message was quite uplifting at a time of low church 
morale and a widespread fear that we are walking in 
darkness. 
 Most legislation was routine. A reduced confer-
ence budget of $6,648,410 passed. Rev. Arlene Chris-
topherson, assistant to the Bishop/director of connec-
tional ministries, described the reorganization of the con-
ference staff which is smaller because of smaller income.  
The staff cannot be the leader of all good ideas.  Instead, 
the conference will provide a platform for passionate 
leaders, lay and clergy, throughout the conference.  An-
other money saving move has been the formation of a 
cooperative AV department with the Great Rivers  
Conference. 

 The conference elected officers and voted on 
several constitutional amendments.  The results of these 
will not be known for several months as the votes must 
be aggregated across all annual conferences. 
 Two legislative items generated the most dis-
cussion.  The first was a conference reorganization.  The 
conference program committee was dissolved. A confer-
ence shepherding team supported by six district shep-
herding teams were created to plan programs with input 
from the local level.  The organization is flexible and 
will be revisited in 2018. 
 The second proposal would have required the 
annual conference and its agencies to divest its invest-
ments in the fossil fuels industry.  After lengthy debate 
it was referred back to committee for further study. 
Human sexuality remains a divisive issue. A task force 
will be assembled soon after annual conference to pre-
pare a report to the council of Bishops for recommenda-
tion to the next general conference. There was no floor 
debate. 
 
Awards and Recognitions 
 At the annual awards dinner for NIC Methodist 
Federation for Social Action, Justice For Our Neighbors 
received the Donald Atkinson Award.  Rockford hosts 
one of the three free immigration legal clinics and a 
number of its volunteers are from Christ UMC. 
 This year one of the two recipients of the Bishop 
Jesse R. Dewitt Advocacy Award was The Rev. Dr.  
William Lenters.  Many at Christ will remember when 
he brought groups of teens to worship at our church 
from the Rosecrance adolescent addiction treatment  
program.  United Voices for Children recognized Christ 
UMC as the highest giving congregation in the Rock-
ford District. 
 The Bishop’s Appeal special offering for the 
UMC Global AIDS fund raised $71,400 at the last 
count.  Our church members gave $479.68.  Thanks to 
those who contributed. 
 
Other Ceremonies 
 In addition to the ordination service, there is a 
special service honoring those who are retiring and a 
memorial service for members of the annual conference 
who died during the past year. 
 The conference closed with the fixing of ap-
pointments.  This is a formality since the actual assign-
ments were made public as they happened, often months 
ago. There will be further changes only if vacancies  
occur unexpectedly. 
 
George E. English 
Lay Member of Annual Conference 
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Visiting Workcampers 

Above is a picture of the Senior High Youth Group from the First  
Presbyterian Church of Crown Point, Indiana, who stayed at our church from 

July 30-August 4 while they worked on homes in Rockford  
through the Rockford Workcamps. 

 
The parking lot at Our Master’s Center has 

been seal coated and striped, compliments of 
our Muslim neighbors!   

The Blessing of the Backpacks on August 20 at both Centers to bless the coming school year 
 for teachers, administrators and students. 

Blessing of the Backpacks 

Our Master’s  

Parking Lot 



Ice Cream  

Social 

The Ice Cream Social was held on 
Sunday, August 6, 

at Our Master’s Center to 
celebrate the ongoing success of the  

Ditch the Debt, Grow Our Ministries  
capital campaign. 

Family Day Camp 

Our first Family Day Camp was held on Saturday, July 29, at Camp 
Reynoldswood. Activities such as archery, swimming, a hayride,  

hiking, tree houses and other fun events  
were enjoyed by the families.  



Fall Book Study 
Book:  Moses by Adam Hamilton 

Cost: $15 (book is hardcover, which is why it’s so  

expensive; not yet available in paperback) 

# of weeks: 6 

 

Two options: 

 Teacher: Suzy Black 

 Start date:  Wednesday, September 13 

 Time: 6:00-7:30 pm 

 Location: Alpine Dining Room 

 

 Teacher: The preacher for the upcoming  

             Sunday at Our Master’s Center 

 Start Date: Friday, September 15 

 Time: 10:00-11:30 am 

 Location: Our Master’s Coffee House 

 

Description: Retrace the life of Moses from his mod-

est birth and rescue as a baby to the courts of Phar-

aoh, from herding flocks in Midian to leading his peo-

ple out of Egypt.  Join Adam Hamilton as he travels 

from Egypt to Mt. Sinai, the Nile, the Red Sea and the 

wilderness, exploring the sites of Moses’ life.  Using 

historical information, archaeological data, and bibli-

cal text, Hamilton guides us in the footsteps of this 

reluctant prophet who grew in his relationship with 

God and by the end of life had successfully fulfilled 

the role he was given.  Turn your own reluctance into 

boldness as you examine the significant challenges 

facing Moses and how God shaped his character and 

life in powerful ways.  

 

 

Title: Invitation to the Old Testament 
Teachers: Don Black & Pat Erickson 
Start Date: Monday, September 25th 
Meeting Time: 6:00 to 7:30 PM 
Frequency: Weekly, for 9 weeks 
Location: Alpine Dining Room 
Book Purchasing - The church asks that participants order 
their own books from either Cokesbury.com or Amazon.com. 
Average price is $16. 
Description: Explore the Old Testament's story of God and 
God's calling of the people of Israel through the many 
"voices" of the biblical text. Hear the magnificence of a Crea-
tion hymn, discover the law and wisdom teachings, listen to 
the warning of the prophets and explore the poetry of the 
Song of Solomon. Ideal experience for adults who are inter-
ested in the practice of prayer and worship and would like to 
connect prayer practice with Scripture. The study is accessi-
ble for adults with little prior Bible experience. Participants 
gain a deeper understanding and appreciation of the Old Tes-
tament as an integral part of the Christian Bible and a re-
newed discovery of our identity in God and God's vision for 
all things. 
Note: Invitation to the New Testament will be offered in the 
spring! 
 

 

Title: Disciple Bible Study 3: Remember Who You Are 
Teachers: Jan Klimek & Krina Goss 
Start Date: Monday, October 2nd 
Meeting Time: 2:00 to 4:00 PM 
Frequency: Weekly, for 32 weeks (there will be breaks!) 
Location: Trinity Building: Small Conference Room 
Description: Disciple III Remember Who You Are is the 
third study in the four-phase DISCIPLE program. The driv-
ing idea in this study is the connection between memory and 
identity as the people of God. The word You in the title is 
meant to be heard both in its singular form (the individual) 
and its plural form (the community). We are a community of 
memory. Participants in this 32 week study will read the ma-
jor and minor Old Testament prophets, with the exception of 
Daniel, and will read the thirteen Letters traditionally at-
tributed to Paul. To establish the historical context in which 
the prophets spoke for God, daily reading assignments draw 
also on the books of Deuteronomy through Chronicles. Sever-
al themes weave their way through the study – the call to 
remember; the call to repentance; the need for renewed vision; 
and the place of community. The prophets and Paul are con-
tinually calling hearers and readers back to their God and to 
a sense of who they are as a people "set apart." 
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Title: Sermon Shapers 
Teachers: The pastor preaching that week at the respective center 
Meeting Time: 2:00 to 3:30 PM 
Location: Alpine Conference Room 
Frequency: Weekly (meeting schedule emailed out every quarter) 
Description: Join the pastor preaching that Sunday to discuss the sermon text and help shape the sermon for the  
coming Sunday. 
 
NEW!  
Title: JAM Parents 
Facilitator: Paula Versino 
Start Date for the Fall: Wednesday, October 18 
Meeting Time: 6:00 to 7:15 PM 
Frequency: Every week that JAM meets 
Location: Alpine Coffee House 
Description: Join us for a relaxing evening at the coffee house while your child/children attend JAM.  
Some activities include book studies, topics in parenting, game nights, and possibly knitting. Bring your ideas and  
your areas of expertise to our first meeting October 18! 
 
NEW! 
Title: Mercy with Justice 
Facilitator: Pastor Scott S. Himel 
Start Date for the Fall: Thursday, October 19th  
Meeting Time: 7:30 to 9:00 AM 
Frequency: 2nd & 4th Thursdays of the month 
Location: Alpine Coffee House 
Description: The aim of this group is twofold: reflect on the presence of injustice within our society and how we’re 
called by our faith to address it, then take action to address these issues. The first meeting of the month will be a time of 
reflection, sharing, and Scripture study focused on themes of mercy and justice; the second meeting of the month will 
involve an activity that addresses a particular need of our local or worldwide communities. Examples of activities might 
be serving breakfast to persons suffering from poverty, organizing the people of the church to sign a petition, arranging 
meetings with city officials about issues of injustice in the Rockford community, etc… The group will decide where to 
focus its energies and talents. The hope is that persons can attend this group, do some good in the world, and then head 
on their way to work. Please call or email Pastor Scott with any questions (630/212-9210 or shimel@christumc.cc).  

Adult Education  at Christ United Methodist Church 
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Class Registration and Book Purchasing Instructions 
To register for any of the classes listed and to order the book for your class, please contact Linda Kuntz via phone  
(815-399-5910) or email (lindakuntz@christumc.cc). Alternatively, you can register for any short-term classes at the 
Connection Center in the narthex at both Centers two weeks before the start date of the course.  You may also  
purchase and pick up your class book from the Connection Center at that time. 

mailto:shimel@christumc.cc

