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Falling in love is easy, but staying in love takes courage, 
hard work, and lots of grace. In the Love to Stay series 
by Adam Hamilton, Pastor of the UM Church of the  
Resurrection, candidly shares some of his personal expe-
riences as he explores the ups, downs, and 
how-to’s of relationships and marriage and 
how with God’s help, we can make love last. 
 

 Love to Stay is for you if: 
 
 You are single and looking to ensure your 

next relationship is healthy. 
 You are in a relationship and are looking 

to strengthen it. 
 You are in a relationship and determining 

if marriage is the next step. 
 You are married and it’s not the fairy tale you imag-

ined. 
 Your marriage is good, and learning something new 

might make it great. 
 You aren’t in a romantic relationship, but trust that 

Adam Hamilton will offer you some new insights into 
human relationships and our relationship with God. 

Love to Stay: Fall Book Study and Sermon Series 
By Pastor Dee Mede 

   The             Flame 

The series will look at what it takes to create and sus-
tain healthy, meaningful, romantic relationships across 
the course of a lifetime. Over six weeks the series topics 
will include: More Than a Piece of Paper; What She 

Wants, What He Wants; The Significance of 
Sexual Intimacy; Habits That Hurt, Habits 
That Heal; Clothe, Bear With, Forgive; and  
A Love That Lasts. 
 
The Love to Stay sermon series  
begins on September 11. 
 

The book study, taught by Pastor Dee Mede, 
begins at the Alpine Center on Wednesday, 
September 7 at 6:00 pm.    

 
You can also sign up for the Friday class at Our  
Master’s Center which begins September 9 at 9:30 am.   
 
Please sign up for the classes and purchase the books at 
the Connection Center between services on Sundays at 
both campuses.  Cost of Love to Stay is $13. 
 
 

 

The Blessing of  the Backpacks 
 

Children, teachers and school administrators 
were invited to bring their backpacks to be blessed  

on Sunday,  August 14. 
 

The 70 backpacks collected during the School Supply 
Drive were also blessed by our pastors before  

they were taken to  be donated to children in the  
Kids Club program at Centennial UMC,  

Families in Transition Department of the  
Rockford Public Schools, and a refugee family. 
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Because God knows how we’re made, 
   God remembers we’re just dust”  

(Psalm 103: 14, Common English Bible) 

 
Reflections on Being Mortal 

 
I’m surprised by how much I’m looking forward to co-
leading a class on illness and mortality. 
 
It all started when my clergywomen 
book group read the book Being Mortal:  
Medicine and What Matters in the End.  
Written by Dr. Atul Gawande, Being 
Mortal  traces various aspects of mortal-
ity—from what happens to our bodies 
as we age, to what options we have for 
assistance when we become less inde-
pendent, to the decisions we can make 
about how and with whom we want to 
live our final days. 
 
 Dr. Gawande writes from his experiences as a physician 
consulting with his patients, but also as a person watch-
ing the aging processes of his and his wife’s relatives.  It 
becomes a very personal book, as he traces the aging and 
death of his own father in India.  Throughout the book, 
he reflects upon the many gifts of aging but also on the 
challenges families face, such as the tension between an 
older adult’s desire for independence and the family’s  
desire for safety. 
 
I had been thinking about leading a study of the book, but 
nothing fell into place until a conversation with my friend 
and colleague, Rev. Vickie Hadaway, pastor of Cherry 
Valley UMC.  Vickie and I were friends during her hus-
band’s illness and death, and this book speaks to her ex-
periences as a wife and as a pastor.  While neither of my 
parents is dying, Mom and I have been dealing with 

A Word from the Senior Pastor 

Dad’s laryngeal cancer and the complexity of his recovery 
from complete laryngectomy (removal of the voice box).  
It is stunning how helpless we can feel in such situations, 
even when we are receiving excellent care.  I kept  
thinking—and Vickie has kept thinking—there’s got to 
be a way for the church to help make this process easier. 
 
As Christians, we believe that we are made in the image 
of God (Genesis 1), and we believe that God became in-
carnate in Jesus the Messiah. We worship a savior who 

allowed himself to be nailed to a cross, 
who received sin and death in his body.  
After three days, God raised him from 
the dead.  Jesus promised that when we 
die, we will be raised with him forever.  
For these reasons, the body is a sacred 
vessel (such as Paul’s assertion to the 
Corinthians that we are the temples of 
the Holy Spirit).  We treasure our 
earthly bodies, and we recognize that 

there is eternal life beyond the loss of our earthly bodies 
in death.  Given these beliefs, how do we care for the 
body in the dying process?  How do we honor this human 
life, even as we are releasing our loved one into the arms 
of a loving God? 
 
Please join us in the study of Being Mortal.  For those 
who prefer a daytime meeting, we will meet Monday  
afternoons from 2 – 3:30 p.m., starting September 19.  
For those who prefer an evening session, we will meet 
Wednesday evenings from 6 – 7:30 p.m., starting  
September 21. Childcare will be available for each class.  
People caring for aging parents or undergoing illness or 
the illness of a loved one will find this book especially 
helpful. 
 
Vickie and I hope you will join us this fall! 
 
Christ’s peace, 

 Jane 

Journey with Jane 



Alpine Center 
(MAILING ADDRESS FOR  

BOTH CENTERS): 
4509 Highcrest Road 
Rockford, Il  61107 

Phone:  815-399-5910 
Office Hours: Monday—Friday 

8:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday Worship Services 
Blended Worship Services: 

8:00 and 9:30 a.m. 
     Celebration Service:  

11:00 a.m. 

Our Master’s Center 
5973 Darlene Drive 
Rockford, Il  61109 

Phone: (815)399-5910 
   

Sunday Worship Service 
9:30 a.m. Child care is available 

Rev. Jane Eesley, Sr. Pastor 
jeesley@christumc.cc 

Rev. Scott Himel, Assoc. Pastor 
shimel@christumc.cc 

Rev. Deanna Mede, Assoc. Pastor 
dmede@christumc.cc 

Welcome to Christ United Methodist Church! 
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The Flame is a monthly publication of 
Christ United Methodist Church,  
available by mail or online at 
www.christumc.cc. 
Editor—Linda Kuntz 
Features Writers—Don Black,  
Mark McGowan, Beth A. Palm 
Contributing Photographer— 
Joe Whinnery 
Director of  Worship Arts—Jody 
Warren 

Christ UMC Facebook Pages 
Christ United Methodist Church page 

https://www.facebook.com/cumcrockford/?fref=ts 
Christ UMC Children’s and Family Ministries page 

https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry/?fref=ts 
Christ UMC Student Ministries page 

https://www.facebook.com/studentministriescumc/  

Check out our website at: 
www.christumc.cc 

Saturday, September 24, 2016         
 

 

  

Bring your dog, cat, horse, bird, hamster, goat, frog, chicken, lizard, pot-bellied pig… 
 

Pets must be on a leash or in a carrier 
A watering station will be provided for the animals. 

In case of inclement weather, this event will be cancelled. 
 

Blessing of the Animals 

    9:30 a.m.  
On the lawn at 

 Our Master’s Center:   
5973 Darlene Drive  

 11:00 a.m.  
On the lawn at 
 Alpine Center:   

4509 Highcrest Road  

https://www.facebook.com/cumcrockford/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/studentministriescumc/
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                             UMW Circle Schedule 
The United Methodist Women invite all women of  
the church to their circle meetings. Visitors are  
welcome and encouraged!  To learn more about  
each circle, contact Carla White-Carpenter at  
815-885-3425  Some circles do not meet in the  
summer. 
 

Out to Lunch Bunch 
Thursday, September 29, 12:30 pm 

At Red Lobster on E. State Street 
 
To make your reservation, call Lynda Moser at  
815-639-9358 by September 27. 
 

  Martha Circle 
Summer has raced by at its usual fast speed, and 
September is here!  Martha Circle will meet on 
Wednesday, September 14 at 12:30 pm in Fellowship 
Hall for refreshments and then move into Armstrong 
Lounge for our meeting.  We are pleased that our 
guest will be Mrs. Linda Putney, wife of Pastor  
Montel Putney of Christ the Carpenter Church.  
 Linda will share her story, her role at CTC, and the 
church’s role in the community.  Please plan to join us 
and bring a friend. As a love offering, we ask that each 
of you bring a box or two of facial tissue to present to 
her.  We look forward to seeing all of you!  Questions: 
Call Donna at 815-877-5381 or Wilma at  
815-877-3465. 
 

Priscilla Circle 
Priscilla Circle will meet on September 26 at 6:30 pm 
for our first meeting of the year.  We will meet in the 
home of Nancy Trevey, 5319 Thornberry Dr.  Chris-
tine Swanberg will present a poetry reading and ques-
tion and answer session.  Join us for a great evening to 
kick off the new year.  Questions?  Call Deb Laskey at 
815-979-8555. 
 

Harmony Circle 
The September 13 meeting will be held at the home 
of Betty Nelson at 9:30 a.m.  We’ ll be studying Chap-
ter 10 “When the Shadows are Dark and Deep.” All are 
invited to join us.  If you have questions call Jo 
Hellmich at 815-639-3074. 

Caravan Circle 
The Caravan Circle will meet at the Bahai Center at the 
Highcrest Center, just kitty korner from the Alpine Cam-
pus, on Wednesday, September 21 at 9:30 am.  Ann 
Rundall will speak to us. Geneve Harris will do devotions. 
Afterwards we will go to the Great Harvest Bread store for 
refreshments. The Caravan Circle is a women's circle that 
travels around or asks speakers to our campuses to inform 
us about other charities and organizations in Rockford and 
hear about their missions. Feel free to join us. Please RSVP 
to Geneve Harris at 574-612-9495 (local call) so we know 
how many to expect.  

UMW Greeting Card Sales  
at Alpine Center 

Cards by the UMW Card Creators will be sold in  
Fellowship Hall at Alpine Center on September 11 and  
September 25.  These cards are a good value and all  
proceeds go to UMW missions. 

 

Rebekah Circle 
The Rebekah Circle will meet on Wednesday,  
September 14.  It it’s your first time, come and get  
acquainted.  If you’re a longtime member, come and catch 
up on everyone’s lives.  We’ll meet at 9:30 am in the Alpine 
Center Sacred Grounds Coffee House for refreshments, 
devotions, and planning our year.  Bring your ideas on 
what you would like to do, see, hear about, learn about, talk 
about.  If you have questions, call co-chairs Gennie Schultz 
at 815-877-3405 or Mary English at 815-397-4883. 

Save the Date: January 21, 2017 
“I Survived the Holidays: Life is Sweet”   

All you busy women, save the date for the “I Survived the 
Holidays: Life is Sweet” Women’s Retreat. Led by Pastor 
Dee and others, this will be on January 21, 2017.  Child 
care available and FREE!   Watch for more details as they 
become available. 
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       Fall Adult Classes; Financial Open Forum 

Fall Class Brochure available at the  
Connection Center and Online 

 
The new fall class brochure for the fall is now available for pick up at the Connection Center.  It’s also available on 
our website, www.christumc.cc and  is included with the enews. The sign up desk at both Centers will be open 
between services on September 4 and 11 to sign up for a class and purchase the book. 
 
Fall Book Study—Love to Stay: Sex, Grace and Commitment by Rev. Adam Hamilton—Weekly for six weeks 
Teacher:  Pastor Dee Mede  Cost of book: $13.00 
Two sessions:  Wednesdays, 6:00-7:30 pm, beginning September 7 
Friday mornings, 9:30-11:00 am, beginning September 9 
Note:  The pastors will be preaching on each chapter of the book beginning on Sunday, September 11. 
 
Fall Book Study—Being Mortal: Medicine and What Matters in the End - by Atul Gawande—Weekly for 
four weeks 
Teachers:  Rev. Vickie Hadaway, Cherry Valley UMC, and Rev. Jane Eesley   Cost of Book: $17.00   
Two sessions:  Mondays, beginning September 19, 2:00-3:30 pm 
Wednesdays, beginning September 21, 6:00-7:30 pm 
 
Disciple Bible Study Level I—Weekly for 34 weeks 
Becoming Disciples through Bible Study 
Co-Teachers:  Don Black and another teacher TBD 
Cost of study manual: $40    
Mondays,  6:00-8:30 pm beginning on September 12.   
Note: An orientation session will be held on Wednesday, Sept. 7, 6:00-7:00 pm in the Alpine Trinity building  
 
Disciple Bible Study Level 4—Weekly for 34 weeks 
Remember Who You Are 
Teachers: Krina Goss and Jan Klimek 
Cost of study manual: $40   Mondays, 3:00-5:30 pm, beginning on September 26 
 

Financial Open Forum Scheduled 
Sunday, September 11, 4:00-5:15 pm 

Alpine Dining Room 
Do you have questions or just want clarification about 
church finances?  Like what’s the difference between the 
operating budget and capital campaign? What is a  
restricted fund vs. a general fund?  And where do the 
Preschool, Our Master’s Center and the Comanche  
rental property fit in?  All these topics and more will be 
covered at the Financial Open Forum.  The forum will 
be on Sunday, September 11, 4:00-5:15 pm in the   
Alpine Dining Room.  

Nursery Child Care Workers Needed 
 
We are looking for people who enjoy the youngest 
members of our congregation and would like to work 
with them on Sunday mornings at both worship  
centers, as well as at other times when child care is 
offered for various events. Must be at least 18 years old 
and be willing to undergo a background check. These 
are paid positions. If you are interested or have ques-
tions, contact Joy Hayag at the church office,  
815-399-5910 or jhayag@christumc.cc. 

School Supply Drive Update 
The Outreach Committee would like to thank you all for your endless, giving spirit. This year you provided 70  
supply-stuffed backpacks. These backpacks went to children who attend Centennial Kids Klub, Families in Transi-
tion Department at Rockford Public School District, and a refugee family. The monetary donations of $1,200.00 
was split and used for supplies for both the Centennial Kids Klub and Families in Transition Department at RPS 
205. We would also like to thank Julia Derango, Chloe Talley, Andrew Gummow, Britta Peterson, Joan Mohrmann 
and Carol Risenhoover. Your gifts are always greatly needed and appreciated. 
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CUMC Senior Fellowship Group 
Friday, September 16, at Noon 
Dining Room, Alpine Center 

  Come and join this group for those who are age 
65 or better for a wonderful homemade lunch and  
fellowship with your friends.  After lunch, we’ll have a 
program by Erich Vargaz from Wells Fargo about identi-
ty theft.  This will include information on how your iden-
tity can be compromised, how to help prevent identity 
theft and what to do if you are a victim. Come and hear 
this important information so you can take steps to pro-
tect yourself. 
 
Please call the church office at 815-399-5910 to make your 
reservation by Monday, .September 12.  Please join us!      

WOWS  
Widows Or Widowers and Singles 

Open to all single women  
age 65 and over 

 
In September: 

The WOWS will meet at the Olympic, 2327 N. Main 
Street, on Tuesday, September 20 at 12:30 pm.  Please 
RSVP to JoAnn Johnson at 815-270-1138 by Friday,  
September 16. 
 

In October: 
On Tuesday, October 18, the WOWS will have lunch at 
Nunzio’s.  We will meet there at noon.  To make a reser-
vation or if you have questions, please call Sandi at 815-
963-7634.  Donations for Shelter Care Ministries would 
be appreciated. 

Fellowship News 

Scrapbooking/Stamping  
Scrapbooking/Stamping is scheduled for Satur-
day, September 17  from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the Alpine 
Dining Room.  Stay for all day or just a half day - what-
ever fits your schedule.  Not everyone in our group 
scrapbooks.  Some are stamping or working on other 
projects so join us for a fun day of crafting!  If chil-
dren will be joining us, it's requested they be at least 
middle school age.   
  
As always, please bring money for a sandwich plus a 
snack to share and your own beverage. If you have ques-
tion call Mary Hicks at 815-742-1136. 

Movie Night in September 
The Hiding Place--Sept. 23, 6:00 p.m. 

The Hiding Place (1975) is a touching and inspiring mov-
ie about a family in The Netherlands that, at great risk to 
themselves, sheltered Jews from the Nazis in World War 
II.  It's based on an autobiographical book by Corrie Ten 
Boom, one of the sisters (Jeannette Clift).  It stars Julie 
Harris as the other sister.  The film is rated PG for some 
violence.  It's a long movie, so we'll start a few minutes 
early and take a short intermission.  Join us at 6:10 p.m., 
Fri., Sept. 23, in the Sacred Grounds Coffee House at 
Alpine Center for snacks and conversation.  The show 
will start at 6:25 with a discussion afterwards.  We'll end 
by 9:30.  The evening is free; no reservations are  
required. 

Our first MOMS Connection Group of  the new school year will meet  
Friday, September 9, 2016!  

 
MOMS Connection Group is a time to relax and connect with other moms. Join us for fellowship, crafts, community 
guest speakers, coffee, snacks and FUN!  Our group meets from 9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. on the 2nd and 4th Fridays of 
each month during the school calendar months (September-May) at Christ UMC’s Sacred Grounds Coffeehouse  
located at the Alpine Center campus (4509 Highcrest Rd. Rockford, IL 61107). Nursery care is available for all  
participating moms. 
 
If interested in attending one of the MOMS Group gatherings, please email Emily Muserallo at  
emuserallo@christumc.cc.   

mailto:emuserallo@christumc.cc
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The Youth Perspective; Counseling Center of CUMC 

A Fresh Take… 

The Youth Perspective 
By Katie Childs 

In July I had the immense pleasure of serving at 
The Welcome Project, Temple Baptist Church’s week-long 
day camp for child refugees. There I helped tutor the kids 
in the English language through an online reading pro-
gram, as well as loved on them and played with them eve-
ry chance I got. These children had been displaced from 
their homes and their culture abruptly and unjustly. 
(Their home countries included Columbia, Myanmar, 
Thailand, Syria, and Burma.) The Welcome Project was 
aiming to help them acclimate to the United States 
through learning and personal interaction. Throughout 
this week I found myself instinctively drawn to these kids, 
and my heart ached for what they had suffered through. 
My soul has never smiled more than during the moments 
I spent with those refugees. I felt God’s presence every 
time I conversed with them, and I knew I was doing His 
good work throughout it all.  
 
 I think I found my calling during The Welcome 
Project (or at least one of them, because I find it hard to 
believe we all just have one). There is a desire and passion 

You may remember a tragic incident in late July when a 
12 year old girl was shot in a drive-by shooting in front 
of Rock House Kids on 7th Street here in Rockford.   
 
What you may NOT know is that the Counseling Cen-
ter at Trinity was called to respond by taking emergen-
cy counseling services to Rock House Kids to help these 
young people deal with their trauma and fear.  Because 
of this ministry, we were able to quickly coordinate sev-
eral professional therapists to be on-site at Rock House 
for weeks after the shooting...and what we heard was 
shocking.   
 
We heard that many of these children have witnessed 
shootings and many actually carry bullets in their bod-
ies.  We heard that nearly every child has attended the 

within me to see and love the world, specifically the dif-
ferent people that inhabit it. There are thousands upon 
thousands more people just like those kids who are in 
deep need of our Christian love. I believe from the bot-
tom of my heart that God calls all of us to extend a hand 
to those in need, especially those who have been dis-
placed and thrown to the wind. It is our job as Chris-
tians to help these refugees and others like them. My 
prayer is that we can all unite under our Lord and open 
our arms as a nation and as a religion. The experience I 
had during The Welcome Project offered me a glimpse 
into the lives of foreigners and left me only wanting 
more; I have faith that I will see more of it–because 
something this miraculous can only come from God. 

 

 "He defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and 

loves the foreigner residing among you, giving them food and 

clothing. And you are to love those who are foreigners, for you 

yourselves were foreigners in Egypt."  

Deuteronomy 10:18-19 

funeral of someone who died in a shooting.  We heard 
that the Executive Director of Rock House,  
Dola Gregory, has had to include caskets as a line item 
in her budget.  It took about sixteen minutes for me to 
drive from Christ UMC to Rock House.  A short time to 
enter an entirely different world. 
 
The Counseling Center has committed to working with 
community leaders to develop a mobilized counseling 
team for emergencies in the future.  We wanted you to 
know that there are sometimes more ways that Christ 
UMC ministries reach out to our neighbors in need than 
may meet the eye.   
 
Because counseling is a quiet and confidential activity, 
most of our work is unknown to the congregation.  But, 
we exist because of your ongoing support.  Thank you. 

The Ministry of  Our Counseling Center at CUMC 
Helping our Community 

By Carol Fisher, MSW, LCSW 



JoEllen Vause, continued from back page 

Jenny lives in Loves Park. JoEllen’s son, Joel, and his wife 
Barrie, live in Munster, Indiana and have two children – a 
son who will be 3 in October and a daughter born last 
month. Her younger brother now lives in Elgin and works 
as a civil engineer in Belvidere. He has twin sons in college. 
 JoEllen earned her bachelor’s degree from Illinois 
State University in 1972, majoring in math and minoring in 
Spanish. That’s where she met Jay. 
   “We met on a blind date,” she 
said, set up by a fraternity brother and 
his fiancé. They were married at  
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in Schaum-
burg in 1974. 
     Jay worked in fastener sales for several Rockford 
companies, including the old National Lock, Rockford 
Products, and Textron (formerly Elco). “We moved a lot 
and attended Methodist churches in Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
and Farmington, Michigan, joining Christ Church in 1987.” 
They were on the move again back to Michigan until 1992 
when they settled in the Guilford High School area and  
returned to Christ Church. 
   JoEllen began her teaching career in 1972 in Elgin, 
where she taught eighth-grade math and pre-algebra for 
two years. She then taught two years at a middle school in 
the Harlem District and three years at a high school in 
Brookfield, Wisconsin. 
 

   She earned her master’s degree in Educational 
Administration in 1975 from NIU.  JoEllen was also a 
private math tutor from 1979 to 2009. “I really liked 
working one-on-one with students,” she said, primari-
ly in algebra and geometry. 
   Beginning in 1994, JoEllen was a professor in 
the Education Department at Rockford College/
University. For 14 of her 20 years there, she was the 

Secondary Education Director. Dur-
ing that time, she taught various 
courses that prepared students to 
become licensed teachers and se-
cured placements in area schools for 
students to work in classrooms and 

student teach. She served on many committees during 
her tenure and was faculty vice-chair from 2008 to 
2011. 
   Being part of Rockford’s Golden Apple 
Foundation for several years was one of her numerous 
community services. 
   She serves the church on the wedding and 
funeral guilds, was a member of the Outreach and 
Mission committees, and was chair of the Christmas 
Gift Project for five years. This is JoEllen’s second 
year serving as the coordinator of ushers for the 9:30 
a.m. service. Oh, and JoEllen is one of those who count 
the church’s offerings on Monday mornings. “I really 
enjoy that,” she said.  It’s one way to get her ‘math 
fix.’ 
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College Addresses Wanted 
Are you a college student or 
did you just send your student  
off to college? We are seeking 
each student’s current address 
for our church records. They 
and their mailbox will be re-
membered by their church 
family in some fun ways this 

year! Even if your student is in Rockford, let us know 
their current contact info. We would like to make sure we 
can keep in contact with our college-aged students.  
 
Please contact Linda Kuntz with the student’s contact 
info: snail mail and email address to our church office, 
815-399-5910 or lindakuntz@christumc.cc.  Thank you 
and blessings to all our college students as they begin a 
new year! 
 

Save the Date for a Special Presentation 
Health and Dignity to the Homeless 

September 19, 7:00 p.m., Alpine Dining Room 
Everyone is invited! 

 
On Monday, September 19, at 7:00 p.m. in the Alpine 
Center Dining Room, Pastor Dee Mede will talk about 
her experience with P.A.D.S. (Providing Advocacy, 
Dignity and Shelter), a program of overnight shelter 
for the homeless.   
 
This spring Pastor Dee spoke with the UMW Caravan 
Circle about this, and the United Methodist Women 
has asked her to share her story and what she learned 
with the whole congregation.   
 
Refreshments will be served.  Everyone's invited.   
Bring a friend. 

mailto:lindakuntz@christumc.cc


 Mary’s parents, Bob and Bette Talley, were 
married in the first sanctuary of Christ UMC, in what 
is now the Youth Room, on December 20, 1959. Mary 
has photos of their wedding in our first sanctuary. Her 
parents didn’t have a church home and called three 
churches. The Methodist pastor, Ralph Miller, was 
the only one who called them back and married them. 
Mary said this helped show her the foundation that 
the Methodists are always present for people. 
 Mary said they didn’t end up attending Christ 
Church at that time. She remembers in the 1970’s 
when she was 8 or 10 years old they went to Brooke 
Road UMC because other relatives went there. Her 
mother was the youth choir director and taught Sun-
day school. Mary still remembers the songs, “Jesus 
Loves Me,” and the cookies!  She said she enjoyed Rev. 
Robey’s children’s time that he did with a “mystery 
box.” 
 Later, as an adult, Mary went to Brooke Road 
for a time when her son, Andrew (pictured with her 
above), was 4 years old. Fifteen years ago, Andrew 
decided he wanted to join a church so they visited  
different denominations. They came one Sunday to 
Christ UMC when Rev. Emery Percell was preaching. 
Andrew said to her, “This is it.” And Mary said, “I 
also knew we were home.”  
 When asked about ways she enjoys living out 
her faith through her church home, Mary said the 
years she taught Sunday school were special for her. 
Mary is a 7th grade history teacher at Flinn Middle 
School. She said she enjoys kids. When she taught 
Sunday school she felt she learned more about the  
Bible and grew in her own spirituality from the  
teaching experience. 
 Mary loves to usher as well. She says she 
loves the people of the church! Being able to greet 

Mary Gummow 

them is meaningful to 
her. “I see God through 
people, in their gener-
osity and their kind-
ness. Ushering allows 
me to have intimacy 
with people I wouldn’t 
have if I just went in 
and sat in a pew.” 
Through ushering she is able to make connections with 
individuals. 
 Mary lives out her faith in outreach ministries 
through the back-to-school supply drive and serving at 
the soup kitchen. She was inspired by Virg Wilson to be 
involved with the backpacks. She wants to continue to do 
it in honor of Virg but says it just takes a bit of organiz-
ing and anyone is welcome to help with the project. We 
give backpacks to the Kids Club program at Centennial 
UMC and the Homeless Department of the Rockford 
Public Schools. 
 When asked about experiences that have impact-
ed her faith Mary shared that she is a recovering alcohol-
ic, celebrating 35 years sober in September 2016. She 
explained, “This is what God has done for me.  We say in 
AA ‘living life on life’s terms.’  Alcoholics Anonymous 
taught me how to live without alcohol and without 
drugs. AA gave me a foundation to know how to live 
life.”  
 “The church is beautiful, is grace, and is joy.” 
“Both places love me unconditionally and helped me to 
survive.”  My God speaks through people. People show 
me God’s love. And in return, I hope to be an instrument 
of that love.”  
 (If you or anyone you know needs help you can 
contact Alcoholics Anonymous Intergroup Main Office 
in our community at 815-968-0333). 
     By: Beth A. Palm 

Rainbow Covenant Mission Giving in September 
Our coins for Rainbow Covenant mission giving each Sunday in September will go to 
Clara Mridula Biswas, who is a missionary with the General Board of Global Ministries.  
She serves as a community worker at Street Children Ministry in Phnom Penh, Cambodia. 
Their mission is to: 
 Share the love of God 

 Help children obtain an education by opportunities to study through scholarship 

 Improve living conditions by providing vocational training 

 Provide medical care and financial support to the ill 

 With education, create awareness on human trafficking, human rights and domestic 
violence 
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We gather together to ask the 
Lord’s blessing; 
He chastens and hastens His will 
to make known; 
The wicked oppressing now cease 
from distressing, 
Sing praises to His name,  
He forgets not His own. 
 
Beside us to guide us, our God 
with us joining, 
Ordaining, maintaining His  
kingdom divine; 

 No one knows who the author of this 
hymn was, but we can trace it to the Nether-
lands in the first quarter of the seventeenth 
century.  The Dutch were praying for free-
dom from Spanish oppression. 
 This hymn was written to give 
thanks for the victory that was almost in 
sight.  For these Dutch believers, “the wicked 
oppression” were the Spaniards, who would 
“now cease from distressing.” And there was 
no doubt that God should receive the glory 
for the victory. 
 Life is often like that.  The victory 
may still be around the corner, but that 
should not keep us from giving thanks.  For 
Holland, a golden age of prosperity—of 
world exploration, of artists like Rembrandt 
and scientists like Leeuwenhoek—was only a 
few decades away.  And blessings like these 
are merely a foretaste of what God has for us 
in the future. 

Getting to Know Hymn 
“We Gather Together” 
Netherlands Folk Hymn 

Translated by Theodore Baker (1851-1934) 

Taken with permission from  
The One Year Great Songs 

 of Faith,  

So from the beginning the fight 
we were winning: 
Thou, Lord, wast at our side, 
all glory be thine! 
 
We all do extol Thee, Thou 
Leader triumphant, 
And pray that Thou still our 
Defender wilt be. 
Let Thy congregation escape 
tribulation: 
Thy name be ever praised! O 
Lord, make us free! 

Just one month away!  Saturday, October 15, 2016 
9:00 a.m – 3 :00 p.m.  

  Over 30 exhibitors! 

  Crafts Needed for UMW booth 

  Delectable assortment of pies— bakers needed! 

  Delicious luncheon— hungry visitors needed! 
 

Still interested and haven’t signed up yet to volunteer at TLC?! Please call Deb Laskey at 815-979-8555. 
 
Booths Available: Do you have a friend who is interested in becoming an exhibitor at this year’s TLC? If so, there are 
just a few spots left! For additional booth rental information, please call Diane Kirkland at 815-621-3118.   
 
TLC Upscale Resale Shop: Fall cleaning? Great timing! It’s now time to bring in your fall and winter upscale cloth-
ing and accessories for our resale shop. You may drop off your items by the clothes racks across from the restrooms 
near the Alpine Center Sanctuary. All proceeds go to missions! 
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Dates to Remember 

September 
4   No Sunday School (Labor Day) 

9  Moms Group Meeting 

11  Rally Day/3rd Grade Bible Presentation 
 Promotion Sunday 

 * Sunday school by classes starts 

14   Family Skateland Night 

 (4843 Stenstrom Rd, Rockford/6pm-8pm) 

21  Midweek Programming 

 starts 5pm-7:30 pm at Christ UMC 

 (Praise Kids, Joyful Noise, Ministry Meal JAM, 

SALT- Youth, Adult Classes, Puppet Ministry 

Children’s Ministry Registration is ongoing!  

 

Children’s Ministry Registration  2016 – 2017  is still ongo-

ing, Start your registration now. Sign up in the church 

office or download the form at  http://christumc.cc/

ministries/children or you can grab a copy at our Con-

nection Center.  Enroll your children in our programs 

now. We aim to develop and nurture ongoing relation-

ships with you and your child, and to inform you of pro-

gram updates and upcoming opportunities at our 

church. Please contact Joy Hayag at the church of-

fice 815-399-5910 or jhayag@christumc.cc. 

 

J. A. M.—Jesus and Me will resume September 21 at 

6:00 pm in the Great Hall—Alpine Center. 

 

Family Ministry Meal—Free Dinner for all with a free will 

donation, starts on September 21 at 5:30 pm in the 

Great Hall—Alpine Center 

 

Praise Kids Choir— Kids ages 4 to 1st Grade are wel-

come to join us. We meet every Wednesday from 5:00 

pm—5:30pm in Room #7– Pre-school room. Resumes 

on 9/21. 

 

Joyful Noise Choir— Kids from 2nd Grade to 5th Grade 

can join this choir. Meets every Wednesday from 5:00 

pm—5:30 pm in the Choir Room. Resumes on 9/21. 

 

Puppet Ministry—6th to 12th graders are welcome to 

join, anyone who is interested please show up on Sep-

tember 21 5:00—545 pm in Room 5 downstairs –Alpine 

Center. 

 

 

 

Sunday School Schedule 
 

8:00 a.m.  

*Infants and Toddlers: (Nursery Room) 

*No Sunday School  
 

9:30 am Alpine Center 

*Infants and Toddlers: (Nursery Room) 

*Pre-School Class – Ages 4 to Kindergarten  
         (Room #7) 

*1st Grade – 3rd Grade Class (Room #1) 

*4th Grade – 5th Grade Class (Room # 3) 

 

Note: 

All children begin in the Sanctuary and are dis-

missed after Children's Message except for the first 

Sunday of the month, Kindergarten- 5th grade chil-

dren will begin downstairs. We will all come up to-

gether to take communion and go back to their 

Sunday School classes. 

 

9:30 am OMC 

*Infants and Toddlers: (Nursery Room) 

*Pre-School-Kindergarten Class (Nursery Room) 

*1st Grade – 5th Grade Class (Sunday School Room) 
 

Note: 

 Begin in Sanctuary for the children’s time and  

        dismissed to go to Sunday School  

 

11:00 am Alpine Center 

*Infants and Toddlers: (Nursery Room) 

*Pre-School Class – Ages 4 to Kindergarten   
         (Room #7) 
*1st Grade – 5th Grade Class (Room #1) 

 

Note:  

Children’s communion every Sunday 

http://christumc.cc/ministries/children
http://christumc.cc/ministries/children
mailto:jhayag@christumc.cc


September 1 
Sarah Crane 
Grant Flodin 
Renee Johnson 
Breona Rappley 
Jamie Thayer 
 
September 2 
Rita Beard 
Anthony Berg 
Janelle Calow 
Vivian Knapp 
 
September 3 
Deng Mathiang 
Joshua Roberson 
 
September 4 
John Armstrong 
Linda Bjur 
Peg Giannangeli 
Ron Janecek 
Ann Mathers 
Mary Murata 
Keane Tuschen 
 
September 5 
Jack Cullen 
Christopher Hosmann 
Vicki Lynn 
Lynn Moczynski 
Patrice Rinaldi 
Sue Sarauer 
David Zimmerman 
 
September 6 
Brenda Christiansen 
Graham Langley 
Chris Vipond-Keenan 
Sandy Revoredo 
Justin Shula 
 
September 7 
Angie Harms 
 
 
 
 
 

September 8 
Hannah Flynn 
Travis King 
Pam Laughlin 
Kerry Lin 
Katherine Lundberg 
 
September 9 
Sandy Cottrell 
Bill Keenan 
Alex Morrison 
Allie Zimmerman 
Gedeon Trias 
 
September 10 
Penny Cacciatore 
Janet Clewett 
Diane Deppe 
Jennifer Otwell 
Ethan Storm 
 
September 11 
Aaron Nagatomo 
Valsheria  
     Dowell-Langley 
Taylor Greenland 
Matthew Herrmann 
Jordan Daringer 
Lola Morlan 
Erik Montelebre 
Bob Reeves 
Vicki Tuschen 
Carli Janecek 
Nancy Wesphal 
 
September 12 
Kay Benson 
Mary Eesley 
Bill Lenters 
Grace McCarten 
David Poust 
Ken Walker 
Alysa Watts 
Scott Whitman 
 
September 13 
Dick Garkey 
Phyllis Melenas 
Jill Porter 
 
September 14 
Stephanie Chancellor 
Stu Crane 
Adam Kirk 
Howard Knodle 
Nick Meyer 
Beth Lipton 
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September 15 
Rich Gibbons 
Joseph Gibbons 
Rebecca Miller 
Dean Schoff 
Cole Yaun 
 
September 16 
Judy Chancellor 
Dave Cox 
Nancy Vogel 
Stephanie Yates 
 
September 17 
Ian Knapp 
Meg Pierce 
 
September 18 
Kathy Fane 
Kris Geddes 
Marissa Muldowney 
Harold Palm 
Eric Persinger 
Lynne Vass 
 
September 19 
Sharon Ash 
Erika Bjur 
John Liddell 
 
September 20 
Laura Cooper 
Joanne Last 
Robbie Mink 
MaryAnn Priewe 
Michael Storm-Levia 
 
September 21 
Mary Beth Dyke 
Gale Rippentrop 
 
September 22 
Kim Stender 
Jeanette Unger 
Jessica Bielefeldt 
 
September 23 
Donald Fraser 
Bridget Fraser 
Ryan Miller 
Andy Palm 
 
September 24 
Sharon Corey 
Tim Hosmann 
Zack Johnson 
Jarrett Morlan 
Chris Ogilby 
Leon Saul 
Don Thayer 
 

September 25 
Jeremy Meyer 
Ted Ritter 
Lois Rolander 
Linda Slife 
Jane Wesner 
Piper Zehrung 
 
September 26 
Ben Brady 
Tim Edwards 
Doris Fagerstrom 
Charles Frey 
Alison Lipton 
Robert Morrison 
Nathan Whinnery 
 
September 27 
David Aarvig 
Karon Anderson 
Olivia Hagerman 
Wendy Volz 
Melissa Sarver-West 
Alexander Woodard 
 
September 28 
Rickie Andersen 
Cole Coffer 
Brian Kobischka 
Jim Wilson 
 
September 29 
Lynn Kearney 
Pat Kendell 
Margie Lineback 
Bob Persinger 
Meredith Woodard 
Elijah Woodard 
 

Birthdays 



The Church is People 
 
Sympathy to: 
Mary Jane Schubert on the death of her son 
 
Bill and Connie Blomgren on the death of  
Connie’s daughter, Corinne McCaslin Stone 
 
Jeannette Castaneda and the family of Orvis  
    Green, who died on August 15 
 
Lisa and Geoffrey Kruse-Safford on the death of    
   Geoffrey’s father, Daniel 
 

Baptism: 
Samuel George Kiley, son of Derek and  
   Erin Kiley, on August 7 
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September 1 
John and Sue Murray 
Beth and Jon Mutton 
 
September 2 
Leonard and Laurie Pink 
Dennis and Mary Ann Priewe 
John and Sue Spitzer 
 
September 3 
Ken and Marion Kern 
Jane and Dave Picken 
 
September 4 
Barb and Steve Kaiser 
 
September 8 
Jan and Russ Leopold 
Dennis and Christine Riemer 
Bob and Dawn Russell 
 
September 10 
Megan and Matt Abbott 
Jo and Jim Hellmich 
Maurice and Kerry Lin 
Lynn and Tony Moczynski 
Joe and Teri Reynolds 
 
September 11 
Donna and Douglas Dyer 
Bud and Carolyn Knodle 
John and Dawn Truitt 
 
September 13 
Kim and Chris Jacobsen 
John and Mary Lou Sterkeson 
 
September 14 
Betty and Jack Mumma 
Lorene and Orville Schurr 
 
September 15 
Derek and Erin Kiley 
Barb and Roger McKelvey 
 
September 16 
Jeffrey Smith and  
   Amanda Kearney-Smith 
Donald and Kathy Wight 
 
 
 
 

September 19 
Greg and Cynthia Hansen 
Ted and Carol Plum 
John and Teena Scheub 
Mike and Kelly Steffen 
Pam and John Wilson 
 
September 20 
Dennis and Elizabeth Buck 
 
September 21 
Darrin and Rachel Erickson 
Tom and Lydia Ogilby 
Chris and Wayne Peters 
Tom and Martha Shula 
 
September 22 
Ginger and Gary Fall 
Len and Joan Hamachek 
Candy and Darrell Johnson 
Jennifer and Courtney Prentice 
Andy and Casey Swindell 
 
September 23 
Paula and Patrick Sullivan 
Virginia and Paul O’Brien 
 
September 24 
Mary and Adam McKay 
Randy Roberson and 
   Sue Hazlewood-Roberson 
 
September 25 
Steve and Linda Sipe 
 
September 26 
Tracey and Paul Greenland 
 
September 27 
Natalie and Travis King 
 
September 28 
Paul and Jennifer Lundberg 
Vicki and Alan Persinger 
 
September 29 
Ron and Irene Janecek 
 
September 30 
Rita and Corey Beard 
 
 

Memorials, Honorariums, Gifts:  
Seasonal Decorating 

 

Our church enjoys a reputation for being friendly 
and welcoming.  In order to create a pleasant wel-
come for visitors and members, we would like to 
ensure that our church entrances and sanctuary 
receive attractive seasonal changes.  Under the um-
brella of the Memorial Committee, a fund has been 
established that would set aside contributions made 
for perpetual seasonal updating.  This includes sea-
sonal decorations in our sanctuary as well as the 
two urns that are at the north and south doors as 
we enter church. 
 
We welcome your contributions at any time—as a 
personal contribution, honorarium or memorial. 
 
Simply add “Seasonal Decorations” to the memo 
line of your check(s) or make the church office 
aware of your wishes.  Please note names of  
individuals or special occasions being honored.   
We will all enjoy the added touches to enhance our 
already-attractive church. 
 
Questions?  Please contact Cliff Gillette at the 
church office, 815-399-5910 or  
cgillette@christumc.cc. 
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 September 7  Our Master’s Chancel Choir rehearsals begin 
    Love to Stay Fall Book Study begins 
    Disciple Bible Study Level 1—Orientation Meeting 
 September 8  Sanctuary Choir/Wesley Ringers rehearsals begin 
 September 9  First Moms Group meeting of the fall 
    Friday morning session of Love to Stay begins 
 September 11  Rally Day: Fall Sunday School begins,  

Presentation of Third Grade Bibles 
Financial Open Forum, 4:00-5:15 pm  

September 12  Disciple Bible Study Level 1 Begins 
 September 14  Family Skateland party 
 September 18  Confirmation Sunday at 9:30 am Alpine service 
    SALT (Sr. High Youth Group) and Confirmation begin 
 September 19  Special Program, Pastor Dee speaks on P.A.D.S. program for the homeless  
    Being Mortal  Monday Fall Book Study begins 
 September 21  Wednesday Evening programming begins: 
     Joyful Noise Choir Rehearsal, Puppet Ministry, 
     J.A.M. (Jesus and Me), Praise Kids,  

Ministry Meal, 412 (Jr. High Ministry) 
Being Mortal  Wednesday Fall Book Study Begins 

September 24  Blessing of the Animals (9:30 am at Our Master’s Center; 11:00 am at  
   Alpine Center) 
September 26  Disciple Bible Study Level 4 Begins 
 
October 9  Fall Bash 
October 15  Tender Loving Crafts 
October 16  Red Wagon Sunday 
   CROP Hunger Walk 
October 21-23  Jr. High Retreat in Lake Geneva 
October 23  Thank Offering Sunday 
October 24  Planned Giving Seminar for all ages 
October 28  Trunk or Treat 
October 29  Couples Workshop 
 
November 4  Couples Workshop 
November 6  All Saints Sunday 
November 13  New Members Class 
November 16  Wills and guardianship seminar for young couples 
November 20  Pledge Sunday 
November 21  Thanksgiving Basket assembly and delivery 
November 24  Thanksgiving Dinner at Alpine Center 
November 27  Pledge Sunday 
   Hanging of the Greens—10:30 am at Our Master’s Center 
   Hanging of the Greens at Alpine Center—6:00 pm Family craft time; 
   service at 7:00 pm 
 
December 7  Family Advent Craft Night 
December 10  Cookie Walk 
December 11  Lessons and Carols Service at Our Master’s Center 
December 12  Christmas Angel gift wrapping—4:30 pm 
December 13  Christmas Angel gift wrapping—9:00 am 
December 18  Christmas Cantata at Alpine Center 
December 19  Blue Christmas service 
December 24  Christmas Eve services at noon, 4:00 pm, 7:00 pm, 10:30 pm, Alpine Center 
December 25  Christmas Day Service/Blessing of the Toys—9:30 am at Alpine Center  
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...that we now have a “Staff  
Therapy Dog?” Meet Ruby! 

 Have you met Ruby yet?  If not, stop by the 
staff offices in the Alpine Grace Administration build-
ing any weekday morning and you’ll find a warm  
welcome from Ruby, the staff therapy dog.  Don’t be  
intimidated by her size: Ruby is a Doberman Pinscher, 
but her gentle, loving nature is immediately evident. 
 Ruby technically belongs to Cliff Gillette, who 
is the Director of Facilities and Administration.  When 
Cliff brought Ruby to the office when he was hired  
recently, she quickly became a staff favorite. She likes 
to stick close to Cliff but has pillows in various offices 
in case she needs a quick nap, and there’s a jar of dog 
biscuits right next to the candy bowls in Linda Kuntz’s 
office. 
 Ruby was adopted by Cliff and his wife, Donna, 
in  2014 and it was thought that she was about five 
years old at the time.  Her background is unknown but 
she’s highly trained and has a mellow temperament.  
Her big, brown eyes are hard to resist when she indi-
cates that a dog biscuit would be appreciated!  
 Ruby is an excellent employee.  There is no  
salary involved, except for the cost of dog biscuits, and 
if a stray crumb should drop under the table when a 
staff member is eating lunch, Ruby is quick to pick it 
up.  She has saved Natalie countless hours of  vacuum 

cleaning time in 
the Grace build-
ing. 
 Ruby 
also has the gift 
of being able to 
keep infor-
mation confi-
dential—she 
never talks 
about anything 
she may hear at 
staff meetings.  
 Ruby’s hobbies include napping and chasing 
squirrels.  She dislikes riding in cars and doesn’t enjoy 
thunderstorms—at all!  She can be somewhat stubborn 
when it comes time to get in the car to go home. She  will 
simply plop down in the grass and refuse to move until 
Cliff comes back to coax her.to follow him to the car. 
 Ruby has brought her gentle spirit to the staff and 
if anyone is having  a stressful day, just petting her is sure 
to lower blood pressure by 10 points.  We’re happy to 
welcome Cliff and Ruby to our staff.  

By Linda Kuntz 

CUMC hosted a workcamp group from Pleasant Valley UMC, 
Wichita, Kansas,  July 24-30. The group was working in Rockford 
through Rockford Workcamps which is affiliated with Rockford 
Urban Ministries.  We housed the group of ten youth and four 
leaders in the Alpine Trinity building conference rooms for dorms, 
restrooms and showers and they used the Fellowship Hall kitchen 
for their meals. They worked on projects arranged by Rockford 
Workcamps.  They also helped Travis, our Facilities Manager, take 
down a tree on our campus while they were here.  They took one 
day at the end of the week and went to Chicago to explore the city. 

...that CUMC hosted a Workcamp 
group from Kansas? 



How good it is to sing praises to our God; For he is gracious, and a song of praise is fitting.   Psalm 147:1 

 
Has God blessed you with a musical gift or talent to share? What a wonderful opportunity to give 
back to the Lord and be a special blessing to others by sharing those gifts and talents leading God’s 
people in worship! 

CUMC Musical Opportunities 
Praise Kids for 4 years—1st grade 
 Rehearsals on Wednesdays from 5:00-5:30 pm in the Alpine Preschool Room 7 
 Sings for special events and worship 
Joyful Noise Choir for 2nd –5th graders   
 Rehearsals on Wednesdays from 5:00-5:30pm in the Alpine Center Choir Room 
 Sings for special events and worship 
Puppet Ministry for 6th-12th graders 
 Rehearsals on Wednesdays from 5:00-5:45 pm in Alpine Sunday School  Room 5 
 Performs in worship and for special events 
Chancel Choir at Our Master’s Center – Open to Senior High and adults 
 Rehearsals on Wednesdays from 7-8:30pm in the Sanctuary beginning September 7 
 Sings 2 Sundays a month in worship 
Praise Team at Alpine Center – Open to Senior High and Adults 
 Rehearsals on Wednesdays year round from 6-8pm in the Sanctuary 
 Auditions required. 
Wesley Ringers Handbell choir – Open to Senior High and Adults 
 Rehearsals on Thursdays from 6:00-7:15 in the Alpine Center Sanctuary Balcony beginning September 8 
 Usually rings on the 4th Sunday of the month 
Sanctuary Choir at Alpine Center – Open to Senior High and Adults 
 Rehearsals on Thursdays from 7:30-9:00 in the Choir Room beginning on September 8  
 Usually sings on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month at the 8:00 and 9:30 services 
Junior High and Senior High Youth Bands 
 Rehearsals: to be announced.  Contact Jenny Thomas at jthomas@christumc.cc with questions and details 
 Plays for special events and quarterly in worship 
Vocal and Instrumental Soloists needed for worship at least once a month, and to accompany the choirs and for  
 special music. All ages.  
 If you have any questions about any of these, please contact Jody Warren, director of Worship Arts, at church at 815-
399-5910 or jodywarren@christumc.cc 

 
 

Many thanks to  
Kristine Hayag for painting 

the beautiful mural in  
Sunday School Room # 1  

at Alpine Center. 
Stop by and  

see it! 
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 Pastors Jane Eesley, Scott Himel, and Dee 
Mede plus elected lay members of the Annual 
Conference, Don Black, Kay Cull, George 
English, Mary English, Diane Kirkland, Jan 
Klimek, and Judy Schultz attended the 177th 
meeting of the Northern Illinois Annual Con-

ference, held this year June 5-7 at Pheasant Run. 
 Clergy and Lay Sessions were Sunday afternoon.  
The Lay Session included a worship service. The business 
was largely an introduction to the agenda and calendar.  Ar-
nold Rivera retired as conference lay leader.  Co-lay leaders, 
Jessie Cunningham, Mark Manzi, and Elisa Gatz will follow 
him. 
 This year the Conference began with the ordination 
service on Sunday evening.  Megan Smick was ordained  
Elder.  She received her call in Christ UMC, but has served 
churches for many years and may not be known to more 
 recent members. 
 On Monday the Conference began with organizing 
motions, review of nominations with an opportunity for ad-
ditional nominations until an announced deadline. The Con-
sent Calendar was approved. This is a collection of legisla-
tion not expected to have any meaningful objection.  There 
is a procedure for removing items for discussion. 
 There were very few resolutions addressed in this 
Annual Conference because it occurred immediately after the 
General Conference.  The most important report was the 
Council on Finance and Administration.  There has been a 
continuing shortfall of income to Conference forcing spend-
ing reductions.  The conference income is from apportion-
ments to churches based on the local church’s budget.  If the 
amounts remitted are less than 83% of askings, programs 
must be cut.  CUMC paid their apportionment in full.  The 
annual conference is apportioned from the general church for 
worldwide programs.  They continue to try to pay this at 
100%. 
 The Red Door Fund is a bright spot in finances.  
This fund allows the conference to refinance high interest 
church mortgages to market rate interest where the bank 
will not renegotiate to current rates.  The program has 
saved churches $750,000.  There have been no defaults or 
other losses to the conference and the fund has a surplus. 
 The apportionment formula is being reconsidered. 
This is done about every 10 years. 
 Rev. Dr. Margaret Ann Crain and Rev. Dr. Jack Sey-
mour, emeritus seminary professors, led a Bible study on the 
theme “Walk By Faith.”  They proposed attending to the 
original meaning at the historical time, then the meaning for 
our time, and finally a call to action.  We listened to a lecture 
then prayed the scriptures for our understanding and finding 
a call. 
 Several years ago the conference conducted a study 
called the Landscape Study.  The survey of local churches 
was followed by listening sessions.  The consultant made a 
report.  Two issues were prominent. The first was fear,     

Report of Annual Conference 2016 

especially of declining membership. The second was 
hurt with cries of pain and loss.  To address the fear 
we must try new things.  We cannot turn back. Like 
Peter we must step out of the boat.  Most of the 
changes must come from the local churches.  To ad-
dress the hurt we need to build relationships.  To ac-
complish this requires that we provide safe places for 
sharing and a focus on mission and transparency. 
 The Board of Pensions reported they are in a 
sound position. The largest concern is health care 
since one very large claim could upset the system.  
About 10% of churches cannot afford to pay the  
premiums. The board is working with the District 
Superintendents on this issue. 
 The Bishop’s Appeal for Rosecance Lakeview 
had raised almost $60,000 by the close of conference.  
Our church contributed $2725.  The Rockford Dis-
trict received the traveling trophy for the Bishop’s 
Appeal, as the district that gave the most money to 
the appeal. CUMC also received a certificate as the 
largest contributor to United Voices for Children in 
the Rockford District. 
 The Memorial Service for those who died 
during the year is an annual event.  Rev. Carl Sattel-
berg and Rev. Ken Kortemeier, associated with Christ 
UMC, were remembered. 
 There were reports of the General Confer-
ence.   Fears of a church split continue.  Human sexu-
ality, the most controversial issue, was referred to the 
Council of Bishops.  Celebrations for the ordination of 
women, Order of Deacons, Africa University, and 
Imagine No Malaria were more uplifting.  The Con-
ference web site has a more complete report.  The 
Jurisdictional Conference held after the Annual Con-
ference elected 4 bishops including Rev. Dr. Tracy 
Smith-Malone who was serving as DS for the Chica-
go Southern District until her election. 
 Another part of Annual Conference is the 
reports from a select number of programs supported 
by our apportionments and special offerings.  There 
was a report by the cabinet, who are direct advisors 
to the Bishop.  The cabinet consists of the District 
Superintendents and select conference officers.  Their 
report included pastoral training, giving time in 
church conferences for visioning, church assessment 
tools, and training of pastors. 
 The reduced Conference budget was passed.  
Apportionment interpreters are available.  The retire-
ment service, election of officers and formal fixing of 
appointments ended the conference on schedule with 
no unfinished business. 
 
Submitted by: 
Don Black, Kay Cull, George English, Mary English, 
Diane Kirkland, Jan Klimek, and Judy Schultz 
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TOPS Open House 
Our Master’s Center 

September 8, 6:00-7:00 pm 
 Are you ready  to stop dieting and start making real 
changes?  TOPS can help you reach your weight-loss 
goals by providing you with the tools, information, sup-
port, and accountability you need to be successful.  This 
has been a winning formula for TOPS members over the 
last 60-some years. Check out the chapter that meets at 
Our Master’s Center on September 8, 6;00-7:00 pm.   
Anyone who joins the night of Open House will receive 
three months free dues (a $15 value).  TOPS Club, Inc. 
yearly membership fee is $32.00.  Weekly meetings pro-
vide a supportive, educational environment where people 
are encouraged and not judged.  The speaker on Septem-
ber 8th will be the TOPS Area Captain who has lost over 
100 pounds and kept it off for over 40 years.  For more 
information, contact Ronette Wenberg, 815-874-2551 or  
ronettewenberg@yahoo. com.    

CUMC Preschool wrapped another successful fun-filled summer and moved right into 
the start of the school year on August 22.  It has been really great getting to see many 
old friends and families as they come back for the school year and we are looking for-
ward to getting to know all of our new children and their families.  We have many new 
and exciting activities planned for the school year.  We are also excited to welcome 
four new teachers to our program.  We can’t wait to see all the new ideas they bring to 
the program that will enhance the educational experiences for the children. 
 

We still have a few spots available in a couple of our classes.  We offer several different schedule options for our 
families.  If you know of anyone who is looking for a preschool  or are interested in additional information, please 
contact the preschool office at 815-398-1458 or email us at preschool@christumc.cc.  

James Edward Johnson in Concert with 
Special Guest Harlan Jefferson 

September 17 at 7:00 pm 
J.R. Sullivan Theater in the 

Nordlof Center, 118 N. Main St. 
Veteran vocalist James Edward Johnson, from our con-
gregation,  and saxophone master Harlan Jefferson join 
some of Rockford's best and most popular musicians for a 
fundraiser concert, benefiting the HagarMass Education-
al Foundation. The music featured plays like a Greatest 
Hits album from the heyday of Rock and Roll and Mo-
town. It promises to be a great time, for a good cause! 
 
Doors open at 6pm. Tickets are $20 for adults and $10 
for students. For advance tickets or info call 
888.547.6478  or Get.crowntickets.com/

Outreach Update 
The Outreach Committee wants to express their appre-
ciation to our congregation for your support of  
Carpenter’s Place and Shelter Care Ministries.   
 
Just a reminder:  a list of suggested items needed for 
these ministries is at the Connection Center.  Your  
donations of personal care items are also needed.  
There’s a cabinet in the Alpine Fellowship Hall for  
your donations and a bin at Our Master’s Center. 

 
Fight Hunger One Step at a Time 

Join the Rockford Area  
CROP Hunger Walk 
Sunday, October 16 

 

Help combat hunger locally and globally by joining hun-
dreds in either participating in the annual walk or spon-
soring someone who is walking.  More information will 
be available at the sign up desk in the Alpine Fellowship 
Hall and Our Master’s Center on Sundays.. Or you can 
contact Ken Walker at 815-540-3423.   

Page 18 

tel:888.547.6478
tel:888.547.6478
http://Get.crowntickets.com/jamesedwardjohnson


 From Martin L. Pastura, President and CEO of 
YMCA of Greater Fort Wayne 

 When philanthropic companies like yours give 
to the UMCA, you know it’s more than just a gym...it’s 
a cause.  The Y is an organization that, thanks to sup-
port from businesses like yours, continues to strength-
en our community. 
 On behalf of the YMCA of  Greater Fort 
Wayne and many people who benefit from our life-
changing programs and services, thank you for your 
payment of $300 to the 2016 YMCA Annual Campaign.  
Please know that your organization’s gift will enable 
young people to achieve their  potential, empower peo-
ple of all ages to lead  healthier lives, strengthen our 
community and much more. 

 Thank You from Rosecrance for support of the 
Bishop’s Appeal 

Thank you to all of the churches within the  Northern Illi-
nois Conference of the United Methodist Church for your 
incredible outpouring of support of the 2016 Bishop’s Ap-
peal for Rosecrance Lakeview. 
 
Thanks to you, the Bishop’s Appeal raised over $56,000 
(and still counting) for the new Rosecrance Lakeview 
counseling center and recovery residence, with the most 
funds raised by constituents in the Rockford District. 
 
We are truly humbled by this outpouring of support for 
our mission and we feel blessed to have received the honor 
of the Bishop’s Appeal during our 100th Anniversary year 
to help bring this life-changing project to life. 

 From the Outreach Team 
The Outreach team, pantries and those the pantries serve 
thank you for your contributions on Bag It Sunday and 
throughout the first half of 2016.  A total of 514 pounds of 
food was donated for Bag It Sunday, equaling $848.66 in 
donations.  Through the end of July, 2,323 pounds of food 
have been donated, equaling $3,925.87.  One half of all 
contributions went to Christ the Carpenter’s pantry and 
the other half to the Rock River Valley Pantry.  Thanks to 
all who have been so generous. 

 From Carol Risenhoover from Centennial UMC  
The members of Centennial UMC and our children, 
would like to thank you for the backpacks and school 
supplies you so generously donated to the children of 
our outreach programs, Saturday Kids’ Club, the chil-
dren in our ESL program and our Hispanic ministry.  It 
was so much fun to see the joy on the children’s faces 
when they received their backpack and supplies.  The 
parents were equally as joyous to have a great financial 
burden lifted from them.  We sent home 43 backpacks, 
all different and all stuffed with supplies!  A special 
thank you also to Mary Gummow for organizing this 
amazing gift. 

 

Fall Kickoff  at Skateland 
Wednesday, September 14,  

6:00—8:00 pm 
4843 Stenstrom Rd, Rockford, 61109 

(off  of  Sandy Hollow Road) 
 
 
 
   

Join us for a fun night of skating  
and fellowship at this church-wide event! 

 Admission and skate rental is free 
 The concession stand will be open  

to buy food 
 Come, even if you don’t want to skate.   

 Spectators welcome! 
 

Page 19 

On Sunday, August 7,  a large crowd gathered at  
Our Master’s Center to enjoy an Ice Cream Social to 
celebrate the ongoing success of the Ditch the Debt, 

Grow Our Ministries capital campaign. 
It was a beautiful day to relax and eat ice cream treats 

from the Kroozin’ Kooler. 



Organ Repairs 

In July, McNamara Organ Services, the company who normally tunes (and was actually involved in in-
stalling the organ years ago), made some repairs to our organ which took about 10 days.  The main issue is 
that the organ contains leather pouches and nuts which dry out over time making them more susceptible to 
cracks, which allows air to escape, which affects the quality of the sound of the organ.  In some cases, it caus-
es notes to stop playing altogether.  Paul believes that the pipe organ chests were re-leathered in the 1950’s. 
Since most pipe organ leathers have a life expectancy of 20-50 years, and we are approaching 70 years, we 
are on borrowed time.  We hired McNamara Organ Services to treat the pneumatic  pouches in the Swell, 
Choir and Great Divisions (groups of pipes) with a silicon leather conditioner that should give us another 5 
to 10 years (hopefully more) before we have to replace the leather.  All the leather nuts, that are used for ad-
justing the pouch depth, were in good shape and didn’t have to be replaced. 

A view of the Great Division where some 
of the pneumatic pouches are located.  

Robin is in the process of oiling 61 of the total 
1196 leather pouches in the manual divisions.   

Paul is in the Great Division. There is 
a “pouch board”  by his left hand. 
There are 20 of these boards in the 3 
divisions that they worked on.  

The Swell and Great reservoirs had a number 
of cracks in the leather corners.  14 new  
leather gussets were applied.

Submitted by Jody Warren 



 

 Christ United Methodist Church 
4509 Highcrest Road 

Rockford, Il  61107 

 
 
Address Service Requested 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Flame Deadline: September 22, 2016 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S Postage 

PAID 
Permit  #3336 

ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS 

Articles may be e-mailed to lindakuntz@christumc.cc or 
mailed/brought to the church office by the deadline date. 

 Getting to Know You:  JoEllen Vause 

by Don Black 
 

Check out our website: 

www.christumc.cc 

(continued on page 8) 

side. By 2009, the studio 
had expanded to 9,000 
square feet. Regular busi-
ness hours are Monday 
through Friday from 4:00 
to 9:00 p.m. However, 
they’re both at the studio 
part of most every day.  
  JoEllen was born 
in Chicago. “I did take 
dance – for a year – when I was 6 or 7 years old,” she 
said. When she was 10 years old, her family moved to 
Hoffman Estates, where she graduated from Conant 
High School. 
   Both parents are in their early 90s, live in Rock-
ford, and are members of Mt. Olive Lutheran Church. 
   “I retired in 2014 from Rockford University,” 
JoEllen said, which has provided her with more time to 
be with and help support her parents. “They’re both 
fairly healthy,” she noted. “They danced at our son’s 
wedding five years ago.” 
  

 America heard a lot last month about mothers 
who helped their daughters achieve their dreams during 
the Olympics. 
   Christ United Methodist Church has JoEllen 
Vause, who has helped her daughter, Jenny, achieve her 
dream of having a dance studio. 
   “I’m not a dance teacher,” JoEllen said during an 
interview. “It’s Jenny’s thing. I was a math teacher,” she 
explained. 
  Most of JoEllen’s career was spent teaching 
math and preparing college students to be secondary 
teachers. 
   JoEllen and Jenny are co-owners of Evolve 
Dance Company, which provides dance instruction for 
about 400 children, ages 3 to adult. The company also 
has a senior citizens group who tap dance competitively. 
   The studio began in 2005 in the original JMK 
Nippon location in the Brynwood Square Shopping Cen-
ter at Spring Creek and Mulford.  JoEllen and her late 
husband, Jay, plus another couple, joined Jenny in her 
dream to form the company. She explained that while 
Jenny is the Artistic Director with  fifteen teachers and 
assistants on staff, she is responsible for the business 


