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“Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you?  If anyone destroys 

God’s temple, God will destroy that person. For God’s temple is holy, and you are that temple” (I 

Corinthians 3:16-18, NRSV).  

Today I want to offer an overview of how the church is responding to the COVID-19 pandemic.  Our 

primary focus is to support the spiritual health and safety of our congregation and the wider community.  

We follow John Wesley’s first General Rule:  Do No Harm.  We commit to respecting one another’s 

physical health and safety.   

 Believing that the Holy Spirit guides us when we gather as the Body of Christ, we have convened the Re-

Opening Task Force (Task Force), which is studying best practices and developing protocols for facilities 

usage now and in the future. We will come back to in-person worship with only one service due to the 

need to disinfect the space in between space usage. Back-to-back services will not be possible. 

  

I. Returning to in-person worship 

 A.  When will we get back to church now that we’re in Phase 4? 

The Task Force is working to create guidelines to return to in-person worship safely.  We are guessing 

that it may be September or later before we may return to in-person, indoor worship.  Because there 

will be limits on the number of people who may attend safely, pre-registration will be required.  

Currently, we will be limited to 50 people in worship in the Alpine Sanctuary, and we are working on 

appropriate capacity for Our Master’s Center. 

 B.    What will it be like at the front door? 

Your name will be checked off the registration list, your temperature will be taken, and you’ll be asked 

about possible COVID-19 symptoms.  If you’re not already wearing a mask, you will be given a mask to 

wear. 

  C.  Do we still have to wear masks even when we’re seated 6-feet apart while in the church? 

Yes.  Wearing masks and remaining six feet apart are the safest practice for indoor events. 

 D. Will there be singing at the service?  Will there be hymnals or offering plates? 

Public singing is one of the most unsafe activities in this time.  Our Director of Worship Arts is 

investigating instrumental music options.  There will be no hymnals or offering plates.  If you bring cash 

or check for the offering, you may donate it in a secure location as you depart the service.  We will 

continue to receive electronic giving, as well. 

  

E. Can we have services outdoors? 



We are in the process of developing some small experimental services outdoors. 

 F. Can we schedule a funeral and a funeral luncheon? 

Once we have public worship protocols in place, we will be able to hold small funerals in our 

sanctuaries.  The number of persons allowed will depend upon the current phase of CUMC.  There will 

be no funeral luncheons for the foreseeable future. 

 G. What about weddings? 

Once we have public worship protocols in place, we will be able to hold small weddings in our 

sanctuaries.  The number of persons allowed will depend upon the current phase of CUMC.   

 H. Will the online services continue once the church begins to have in-person services? 

Yes.  The online services will be different from the services at present, because they will be recorded 

during an in-person service (rather than taped separately, as we are doing currently). 

 I. Will the ushers really enforce everyone wearing a mask?  What happens if someone refuses?  Kids 

2-3 years old? 

Yes.  If someone refuses, they may exit the building.  Kids aged two and over must wear masks. 

 J. Will there be communion, coffee hour? 

There will not be coffee hour.  We are currently working on offering communion outside in small 

worship services.  We have not yet developed protocols for indoor communion. 

K. Would Wesley Ringers and the Choir perform?  What about the Praise Band? 

Neither the Sanctuary Choir nor Chancel Choir nor the Praise Band can lead us in public worship, due to 

the problem with singing spraying germs into the air.  We are investigating options for the handbell 

choir. 

 L. Will there be nursery services available? Will there be Sunday School? 

No, not at present. For now, Sunday School will remain online. 

 M. Will we be able to use bathrooms?  Will we be able to walk around the building? 

Yes, you may use the bathrooms, but with only one person in the bathroom at a time.  The rest of the 

building (beyond the bathrooms) will be cordoned off (to prevent further contamination of spaces). 

 N. Do we have to park differently? 

Yes.  We do not yet have parking protocols determined. 

 O. Does the 50 people in church include pastor, Jody, media, soloists? 

Yes. 

  

II. Facilities usage (not for worship) 



  

A, What areas of the church are available for meetings? 

The facilities staff have posted maximum occupancy signage on spaces which will be available for 

meetings.  We also have many rooms locked, so that people do not wander in and contaminate the 

space.  Contact the Facilities Director to discuss the needs of the group.   

 B. Will there be small groups allowed? 

Yes, as long as they follow facilities guidelines. 

 C. What happens if I want to schedule an event in the fall in the church? Can I? 

Such inquiries would need to be checked out with the Facilities Director. We have penciled in some 

events, with the caveat that they may have to cancel. 

 D. Will there be TLC and senior high work camps? 

We were very sad to have to cancel Youth Work Camp, due to safety concerns and also a lack of adults 

available to staff the camp.  It is up to the United Methodist Women to discern whether they can hold a 

TLC which meets the guidelines for the stage we’d be in in October (likely still to be Stage Four).  

 E. Will we need more people cleaning? 

Because our building use is currently so reduced, our current cleaning staff can manage it.  We will re-

assess staffing needs as building use increases safely. 

 F. Why is the church office not open? 

Because many of the church office tasks (such as printing bulletins) are not needed during this season, 

our office staff hours have been cut back severely.  This is a matter of good stewardship during 

challenging times.  We may be able to return to some open hours this September.  In the meantime, 

please contact the church office to set an appointment if you need access to the church offices.  

III. What measures is the church taking to reduce costs during this time? 

 The Finance Committee and SPRC are working hard to be good stewards of the church’s funds during 

these challenging times.   

 A.  How are we seeking funds? 

1. Payroll Protection Plan funds through the CARES Act:  This Spring, we had PPP funds which provided 

salary support for church and Preschool staff to remain on payroll.  Once those funds had been largely 

spent (mid-June), we  

had to furlough several of our employees (some music staff, part-time office staff, and some Preschool 

teachers).  Some staff were put on reduced hours, while others were furloughed entirely.   

  

2. Preschool:  You may be aware that the church budget receives income from Preschool Tuition and 

space-sharing funds (see Finance article on Page 11 in this Flame).  The Preschool directors are applying 



for tuition-replacement funding through a grant through the State of Illinois.  It would not completely 

cover our lost revenue, but any amount would be appreciated. 

 B.  How are we reducing costs? 

As noted above, we have furloughed staff whose roles currently cannot be carried out (most part-time 

office hours, choir directors, the accompanist at Our Master’s Center).  We are careful to lock off space 

that is not being used (so as not to waste staff hours and cleaning supplies).  With not printing weekly 

worship bulletins and other brochures, we are saving money on paper and copier costs.   

 We will continue to provide updates as the Task Force proceeds in its work.  Please include us in your 

prayers. 

  

Yours in Christ,  

  Jane 

  

 


