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How Firm a Foundation
Christ United Methodist Preschool prepares children for kindergarten
by Mark McGowan
When the Flame last wrote about the Christ United
Methodist Preschool, in a story that appeared in the January 2014 issue, full-day and half-day spots at the facility
were open for the taking. Contact information was provided in the article to encourage registration.
How times have changed.
Now the church-affiliated preschool is full, enrolling 100
children from ages 2 to 6, and parents who don’t call early
enough are put on a waiting list.
Debbi Thurston, director of the preschool, chalks the success up to an outstanding
reputation in the community
and positive word-of-mouth.
“We’re known as a good preschool that prepares the kids
for kindergarten. All of the
classes have structured preschool in the morning and
extended care in the afternoon,” says Thurston, who has
worked at the preschool for 14 years, starting as a teacher
in the 3-year-old room. “Our parents are coming for the
education – for the curriculum – that we provide.”
Most of the children come from Rockford, Thurston says,
but some call Roscoe, Rockton and even Winnebago
home. “Just a handful” are from CUMC families, she adds.
Teachers, meanwhile, are “over-qualified” for their positions. All hold degrees in early childhood education –
either at the associate level or higher – and all meet or
exceed the minimum requirements of the Illinois Department of Children and Family Services.

Beyond the high academic standards, parents appreciate
the tight-knit feel inside the doors. First impressions are
made every morning during Thurston’s favorite part of
each day as she greets each child with a friendly smile.
“We’re small enough that we’re still family-oriented,
where everybody knows everyone. We can do family
nights. We can do open houses,” she says, “but we’re
large enough that we can provide the programs that our
children need.”
It all translates into unsolicited and uncompensated
endorsements.
“When I meet people and
they ask me what I do, and
when I tell them where I
work, they’ll say, ‘Oh, soand-so’s gone there, and
they loved it,’ ” Thurston
says. “I know that when I
was looking for childcare,
that’s what I wanted to hear from people I knew and
whose opinions I trusted. Reputation speaks volumes.”
Opened more than 40 years ago, the preschool expanded
in 2005 from two classrooms in the church building to a
four-classroom program in a remodeled building on the
Alpine campus.
Under a teaching approach similar to The Creative
Curriculum, children are encouraged to learn according
to their individual needs and interests as they become
independent thinkers with the desire to grow into selfmotivated, responsible learners.
(How Firm a Foundation continued on Page 5)
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A Word from the Senior Pastor

Journey with Jane

Here I Am, Lord
“Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there
are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of
them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the
Spirit for the common good” (I Corinthians 12:4-7).
We are in the thick of the Nominations process, and it’s
exciting work. We are a team of nine laypeople, plus me,
who meet almost weekly from late August through midto-late October to recruit people into leadership positions
in the church. Nominations is one of the few committees
in which members of the committee must be members of
the congregation (Staff-Parish Relations Committee
[SPRC--the personnel committee] is
another). This is the only official committee in which the pastor in charge
serves as chair.
The Nominations process is a striking
combination of data collection and
discernment. We begin the process by
identifying the positions which are
open at present, and we review the
positions which may be opening up.
We identify which people are due to rotate off at the end
of the calendar year; if those people are eligible to serve
again, we contact them to see if they’d like to sign on for
another term. Some people are really enjoying the service, and they are eager to commit to an additional term.
Other people have had shifts in their responsibilities or
commitments, and they feel it’s time to step down. Once
we know how many open slots there are in each committee, the discernment begins.
Several years ago, we created a document which includes
the following information for each committee: who the
chair is, when and where the committee meets, what the
general tasks of the committee are. Nominations team
members review that list, and we talk through the qualities needed for the position. Having a team of nine

(including someone from each of our four worship
services) makes it easier for us to identify people who
might be a good fit. We pray for the Holy Spirit to guide
us to just the right person for each leadership position.
For example, it’s helpful to have people on Finance who
have financial expertise. We have been served well by
people with CPAs or other accounting degrees; also by
bankers. It’s best, though, to have a diverse group—not
just a team of bankers. We also want people with nonfinancial backgrounds who are comfortable talking about
money and ask good questions. We want people who are
dedicated to the church and who support the church
financially at a level appropriate to them.
In each Nominations committee meeting, we identify which team member
will do the phoning, we brainstorm
names of persons to invite, and then we
prioritize the list of names. In the
following meeting, we hear reports of
how those calls went. Slowly, our leadership roster fills in. There are always
surprises—each year, there’s one
committee that’s harder than others to
fill (but which committee it is varies);
there are also committees that come together with minimal effort (this also varies). It’s a process of discernment,
as we describe the gifts we’ve seen in various members.
One person brings outstanding technical skills (perfect
for Trustees or Finance or SPRC); another person is a
great listener and not afraid to speak up (especially important on Leadership Team and SPRC). Persons who
are sensitive and compassionate are crucial to the success
of our Memorial Gifts committee. People who are alert
in the morning and detail oriented will excel with the
Money Counters.
Our happiest moments are when a person is thrilled to be
invited. Recruiters have been surprised to hear, “I’ve
never been asked to serve on a committee—this is
terrific!” People who serve on committees often feel a
(Journey with Jane continued on page 3)
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(Journey with Jane continued from page 2)

greater sense of knowledge of and investment in their
church; they may also experience significant spiritual
growth as they see up close how the Body of Christ that
is Christ UMC actually works.
If you would like to serve on a committee, please contact
me at 815/399-5910 or jeesley@christumc.cc. We are
well into our work for this year and many positions are
already filled. Please let me know if you would like to be
contacted and what area you would be interested to
serve. Your name will be added to our list of those to call
when openings occur. This is an opportunity to serve
your church and enrich Christ UMC as well as yourself
in sharing your expertise and spiritual gifts. I’m eager to
hear your thoughts as you discern how you want to use
your gifts for our church.
Peace,

Jane

Welcome to Christ United Methodist Church!
Alpine Center
(MAILING ADDRESS FOR
BOTH CENTERS):
4509 Highcrest Road
Rockford, Il 61107
Phone: 815-399-5910
Office Hours: Monday—Friday
8:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.
Sunday Worship Services
Blended Worship Services:
8:00 and 9:30 a.m.
Celebration Service:
11:00 a.m.

Our Master’s Center
5973 Darlene Drive
Rockford, Il 61109
Phone: (815)399-5910
Sunday Worship Service
9:30 a.m. Child care is available
Rev. Jane Eesley, Senior Pastor
jeesley@christumc.cc
Rev. Deanna Mede, Associate Pastor
dmede@christumc.cc
Rev. Dan Lee, Associate Pastor
dlee@christumc.cc

Christ UMC Facebook Pages
Christ United Methodist Church page
https://www.facebook.com/cumcrockford
Christ UMC Children’s and Family Ministries page
https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry
Christ UMC Student Ministries page

The Flame is a monthly publication of
Christ United Methodist Church,
available by mail or online at
www.christumc.cc.
Editor—Linda Kuntz
Features Writers—Don Black,
Mark McGowan, Beth A. Palm
Contributing Photographer—
Joe Whinnery
Director of Worship Arts—
Jody Warren

Check out our website at:
www.christumc.cc
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United Methodist Women News; Crop Walk
UMW Circle Schedule

The United Methodist Women invite all women
of the church to their circle meetings. Visitors
are welcome and encouraged! To learn more
about each circle, contact Audrey Johnson at 815519-7822. Some circles do not meet in the
summer.

Out to Lunch Bunch
Our next meeting will be:
Thursday, October 25 at 12:30 pm
The Machine Shed, 7475 E. State St.
For reservations call Joan Gray at 815-964-3854.
Come and join us!

Harmony Circle
The October 9th meeting will be at the home of Jane
Gilbert, 5008 Thistle Trail, Loves Park, at 9:30
am. We will study Chapter Two in “A Love Worth
Giving.” The chapter title is "Love's Flagship" and
covers patience and understanding. If anyone is interested in joining us in this study please call Jo Hellmich
815-639-3074. All are welcome. See you in October.

Priscilla Circle
Priscilla Circle will meet October 22 at 6:30. We will
meet in the home of Marg Arthur, 1427 Lundvall
Ave. Priscilla Circle member Karen McWilliams,
LDN,CDE will present the program Your Wellness
Wheel! Wellness is important at every age. Our
program may be a stepping stone to your actions and
goals for maintaining your health at this age. We
welcome visitors, questions call Deb Laskey at
815-979-8555.

Caravan Circle
Wednesday, October 17, 10:00 am
On Wednesday, October 17, we will be meeting at Spring
Ridge Retirement Home, 6645 Fincham Dr., at 10:00 a.m.
We will be having a speaker from Lutheran Social
Services for our program. Everyone is welcome. After the
speaker, we will walk across the street for lunch at
Beef-a-Roo. Questions? Call Sharon Watts at
815-398-3541.

UMW Greeting Cards
On sale October 14 and 28
Cards created by the UMW will be on sale in Fellowship
Hall, Alpine Campus, between services on Oct. 14th and
the 28th. If you haven't yet visited our display, please stop
by. You will be pleased with the variety and the price.
All proceeds go to support womens' missions.

Rebekah Circle
We will be going to the JustGoods Store. on Wednesday, October 10. We will meet at the Alpine Center
parking lot at 9:30 am to carpool. There will be a program, refreshments, and shopping, if you wish. If you
have questions, call Lynda Moser at 815-639-9358.

Martha Circle
Martha Circle will be meeting on Wednesday,
October 10, at 12:30 p.m.in the Armstrong Lounge
for fellowship and light refreshments and program, to
be announced. Please plan to be there, and invite a
friend! If you have a question or need a ride, please
call Wilma 815-877-3465, or Donna 815-877-5381.

Combat Hunger
Join the Rockford Area Crop Hunger Walk
Sunday, October 21—Sign up now
You can fight hunger locally or globally by either joining
others and participating in the annual CROP Hunger
Walk or sponsoring someone who will be walking. More
information will be available at the sign-up desk in the
Alpine Fellowship Hall or at Our Master’s Center. Or, you
can contact Steve Oyler at 815-703-9444 or email him at
steveoyler@yahoo.com.

Continued from Front Cover; Capital Campaign Wrap-Up
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(How Firm a Foundation continued from front cover)

Students develop socially, emotionally, intellectually and
physically in a safe and nurturing environment where they
explore, experiment, manipulate and use their natural
curiosity to solve problems and learn about the world
around them.
Experiences and activities provided by the teachers foster
their self-esteem, self-trust and positive feelings toward
learning.
In addition, the Bikes, Trikes and Blessings event is planned
jointly between the church’s children’s ministry and the preschool. Preschool families are invited to church events such
as the Blessing of the Animals, Fall Bash, and the Easter
Egg Hunt.
Meanwhile, the continued success of the preschool
benefits the church and its congregation: The school pays
$114,000 to CUMC each year in monthly installments along
with any profits. Rev. Jane Eesley, senior pastor, says “I’m
grateful for the witness of the preschool in providing
excellent education and open-hearted community.”

New Name Tags Coming Soon
We will be providing new name tags at the end of this year.
The new name tags will be clip-ons. If you would like to
have a nickname or different first name used other than your
proper first name, please sign up at the Information Center.
For those who would prefer magnetic name tags, there will
be a sign up at the Information Center. There is a cost of
$2.00 each for the magnetic name tags. Please pay when you
sign up. Sign ups will be during coffee hours. Special note:

Please be aware that those who have a pacemaker
cannot use a magnetic name tag. Those with stents
are encouraged to check with their doctor.

Save the date for TLC!
Saturday, October 6, 2018
Our annual Tender Loving Craft Fair will be held Sat.
Oct. 6, to coincide with Edgebrook’s Cinnamon and
Cider. All money made goes to missions. For general
questions, please contact Diane Wilson at
815-282-6931.

Volunteer Opportunities for TLC 2018
We still have a few spots available at the 2018 Tender
Loving Craft Sale on October 6. Call Deb Laskey at
815-979-8555.

TLC Booths
We still have room for a couple of booths at the 2018
TLC ale. Booth rentals include booth assistance from
our volunteers! For available booth sizes and pricing,
please contact Diane Kirkland at 815-621-3118.

Tender Loving Crafts Bake and Pie Sale
We will be needing pies, cakes, cookies, bars, etc. for
our 2018 Bake and Pie sales. Baked goods may be
brought to the church between 2:00 and 7:00 pm on
Friday October 5, and after 8:00 am on Saturday the
6th. For more information, call Linda Marshall at
319-520-8539.

Capital Campaign Wrap-Up







Total debt on December 31, 2014
Total received & applied toward total debt
Remaining mortgage refinanced on 6/15/2018
Principal & interest before refinance per month
Current principal & interest payment per month
Balance on mortgage note as of 9/30/2018

$1,656,999
$1,308,199
$10,711
$3811
$348,800
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Fellowship News; Rainbow Covenant Coins

Scrapbooking Group
Scrapbooking/Stamping is scheduled for Saturday,
Oct. 20 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the Dining Room. Stay for
all day or just a half day - whatever fits your schedule. Not
everyone in our group scrapbooks. Some are stamping or
working on other projects so join us for a fun day of crafting! If children will be joining us, it's requested they be at
least middle school age.
Please bring a snack to share and your own beverage. Bring money for a sandwich if you don't bring your
own lunch.
Our next scrapbooking is scheduled for Nov 17th. No
scrapbooking in December. For more information, call
Mary Hicks, at 815-742-1136.

CUMC Senior Fellowship Group
Friday, October 19 at noon
Come and join this group for seniors for a
wonderful homemade lunch and fellowship with your
friends. After lunch, we’ll have a musical program by
Richard Stiltner, Director of Handbell and Chancel
Choirs. He’ll play his guitar and sing for us, and may
even have us sing along! Come and enjoy a great
program and get to know Richard.
Please call the church office at 815-399-5910 to
make your reservation by Monday, October 15.

WOWS
Widows Or Widowers and Singles
Open to all single women
age 65 and over
In October:
On Tuesday, October 9, at noon, the WOWS will have
lunch at Red Lobster, 5827 E. State St. To make
reservations, call Sharon Watts at 815-398-3541 by
October 5.

Movie night on Oct. 26
The Battle of the Sexes

The 2017 The Battle of the Sexes is a drama/comedy
about the 1973 tennis match between Billie Jean King
(Emma Stone) and Bobby Riggs (Steve Carell). It's
rated PG-13 for some sexual content and partial
nudity. We know how the match turned out, but the
movie has its suspenseful moments anyway. Besides, the
real plot is about the development of the two main characters and the social issues they deal with. Some of the
gender issues are still being battled over.
Movie night is a free evening of entertainment for
adults. Join us for snacks and conversation on Fri.,
Oct. 26, at 6:15 p.m., in the Alpine Center Sacred
Ground Coffee House (door #5). The show starts on
the big flat screen at 6:30. There's an intermission and
afterwards a discussion. We're on our way home by
9:30.
If you have questions about the evening or movie, call
George and Mary English, 815 397-4883.

Coins for Rainbow Covenant giving in October
Our Rainbow covenant coins in October will go to Crossroads of Life Prison Faith Community
(COLPFC). This is a central Illinois United Methodist ministry with persons affected by the
justice system.
 Is a new United Methodist mission-church plant within a women’s correctional facility in
Illinois.
 The charge of COLPFC is to create and nurture faith in Jesus within incarcerated women.
 COL is working towards establishing a UMC within the walls of the women’s correctional facility with sacraments of baptism and communion available to all.
 Outreach programs for the women include using plastic yarn to knit mats for the homeless, caps for newborns,
and prayer shawls.

Stand at the crossroads and look and ask... what the good way is, and walk in it. Jeremiah 6:16

Community Garden at Our Master’s Center
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Good Neighbor Community Garden, 2018
By Ken Walker

There is an old saying that “it’s a small world.” Regardless of size, it is a mobile world with many immigrants
coming to the United States as refugees, fleeing strife or
other conditions in various parts of the globe. The Good
Neighbor Garden at Our Master’s Center reflects an international flavor with gardeners from as far away as China,
the Middle East, Southeast Asia and as nearby as Mexico.
Seventeen gardeners rented all 57 plots this year and of
the 17 renters, 12 come from other countries.
Each individual, each family. has their own story to tell.
For example, Bo is a machine operator who is a refugee
from Burma (now Myanmar) whose family of seven emigrated because of civil war and rule by military junta.
They, like thousands of others, spent time in a refugee
camp in Thailand near the Myanmar border prior to emigrating to the United States in 2006. The whole family is
here and most work their 17 garden plots. One major crop
Bo plants is sour leaf, which is popular in Asian cuisine.
Cucumbers, chili peppers, and squash are other staples
grown. With the exception of the cold winters, Bo and his
family love life in the United States.
There were originally three sisters from Belarus, once a
part of the Soviet Union, who gardened. But now there
are only two as one sister and her husband retuned to their
homeland. Again, this family came to the U.S. as refugees
in 1992 to avoid an authoritarian government. One of the
sisters, Yelena, says the thing she most appreciates about
this country is the freedom of religion. She works as a
packager of medical supplies and gives part of what she
raises to family and friends.

Vandy came from Laos in 1989 as another refugee avoiding oppression. She can be seen in the garden each spring
prior to tilling taking sprouting lettuce seedlings to transplant in one of her six to ten plots she rents each year.
Vandy works as a parts inspector in a factory and though
the pay isn’t high, made a monetary donation to the men’s
group at Our Master’s Center last fall. Both she and her
husband work at the garden almost every evening during
the week and each day on weekends. Like others, she
shares some produce with family and friends.

Sabino and his wife, Gloria, emigrated from Mexico
about three decades ago, seeking a better life. He
once worked for the same company as Sharon Watts’
late husband, Joe, whom he described as a wonderful
man who helped him and others with learning the
English language and adjusting to a new country.
Sabino and Gloria plant the same crops as they did in
Mexico—potatoes, tomatoes and peppers. Gloria
makes their own tomato juice and shares what they
can with family, friends and the Plant A Row program which takes donations to pantries and soup
kitchens.
Another of the gardeners came to this country from
China as a student and has stayed. A number of the
gardeners from the Middle East attend the mosque,
next door to Our Master’s Center.
According to the late Elton Miller, the community
garden started in 1968. Corn was planted on approximately one acre so a crop could be raised to have a
corn boil fund raiser to assist in paying for a telephone bill. The sons of one of the church members
did the plowing. For the corn boil, a charcoal pit was
dug and containers were borrowed from Sundstrand
to boil the corn. The fund raiser was a success and
the garden continued but that was the one and only
corn boil.
This year, Earl Williams supplied the tractor and
water barrel, Barry Smith did the tilling and Rod
Brady has done most of the oversight. Don Johnson
(wife Ida) always helps when it is needed. Profits
from last year went to the Meals for Millions
program, the soup kitchens supported by the church,
and the Hammer and Nails fund.
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She has a sister, Katy, and a daughter, but her grandson’s the only guy. Katy and her husband, Ed, live in
Park Ridge and attend the Methodist church there.
Ours is the largest church Jane ever attended.
“It was different,” she said. “Nobody knew me. As a kid,
everybody knew me because I was the pastor’s daughter.”
As the “preacher’s wife,” Jane’s mother led
Methodist Women, was a home economics major and
quilter. Jane didn’t quilt, “because I don’t have her
skills.” “I spent a lot of time with mother in quilting
activities,” Jane noted.
Her deceased parents had lived at Wesley
Willows.
Jane went to Oak Park
Elementary School, two years at
Fenton High School in Bensenville
and finished at Freeport High
School. “So, I call myself a Pretzel,”
she said.
She was in the Honor Society. “Music was
wonderful for me,” she recalled. “It provided a group of
immediate friends when I moved from school to
school.” She played flute in her high school band.
“When I let it slip (to Jody Warren, Worship
Arts Director) that my parents couldn’t afford a flute,
so I made a promise I would play (it) the rest of my life
(to get one),” Jane agreed to play at two services one
Sunday last month. And at both services, she was
babysitting Kiernan.
Jane played in the U of I concert band but not
in the marching band. “I was graduated in 1970 and
until then all members were men,” she said. By 1971
women were in the marching band.
Jane played in the concert band in 1967 at
U of I’s 100th anniversary celebration and marched in
the alumni marching band in 2017 during its 150th
anniversary celebration.
Her parents went to North Central College, a
church-related school, but because the University of
Illinois has no registration fee and she was offered a
home economics scholarship, she went there.
Jane earned a degree in home economics, with
a teaching certificate. She taught early childhood and
special education classes.

At Christ Church she’s chair of the Stewardship
Committee. Over the years she has participated in most of
the women’s activities.
Here she’s also been an usher, a communion helper, coffee server and helper with JAM and Praise Kids with
her grandson.
She usually attends the 9:30 a.m. service.
When Jane married Jeffery, she also married a
farm – at Route 20 and Ridott – which had been in his family 160 years.
“We had six-tenths of a mile-long lane to plow,”
Jane said. “One year we had a lot of snow; I had to learn to
plow the lane.” She gardens and mows at what she calls
“my summer home.”
Jeffery had a degree in agriculture and was a dairy farmer before becoming a grain farmer. He was the oldest of three brothers and two sisters.
Jane has a manager for the farm
nowadays.
She wasn’t in a hurry to move, after Jeffery’s death,
except “I wanted to be out of that farm house by winter,”
she said.
Her hobbies are bicycling, gardening and “taking
care of my grandson.”
“My Dad rode his bicycle to visit parishioners,” she
explained, and bicycling became one of her joys. She has
ridden bike tours in Wisconsin and Indiana. Sometimes
she bicycles to school or church with her grandson.
About that year of church in South Africa – while
in high school, Jane persuaded her parents to host an
Afrikaaner from South Africa for a year, through the
American Field Service exchange.
She said her family and the Afrikaans family have
traveled to see each many times over the years.
Jane has traveled extensively, primarily to Tennessee and Florida as a youth to see her grandparents over 26
years.
Jeffrey was a Buck knife collector as well as being
a farmer. For more than 20 years the couple traveled
around the country for shows and events.
Jane went on an Alaskan cruise with those collector friends, following Jeffery’s death.
Besides bicycling, Jane attends a 6 a.m. spin class
and takes on the elliptical circuit, and lifts weights.

The Flame
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Diane Wilson

Diane married Doug Wilson in October of 1991.
Diane maintained her membership in her small
Lutheran congregation that was family to her and
Doug continued to attend CUMC, where he had been
a member since 1985. Doug and Diane visited each
other’s churches and went to each other’s functions,
sharing their two “church families”.
When their daughter Elena came into their life, Diane
and Doug began to consider where they would like to
attend as a family. They decided to come together to
Christ UMC, which had the larger programs for children and youth. Diane became a member in October of
1999. She knew many of the church family from visiting over the years.
They adopted 10-month-old Elena from Russia,
bringing her home in January of 1999. Diane shared
that the congregation opened their arms to them,
which she has always treasured. Diane and Doug have
witnessed Elena being raised in the church and the
many hands of the congregation that helped her know
the love of God. Diane expressed the blessing of how
people still come to her and share stories of what they
remember of Elena growing up in the church.
She began her faith journey in her family of origin
who inspired her faith by raising her in the church.
This included regular Sunday worship, Lenten services and volunteering. Her high school church youth
group (Luther League) brought fun and a deepening
of faith through confirmation classes, retreats and
working together on a week-long canoe trip out of
Ely, MN. Other people’s faith journeys also inspire

Diane – people who persevere through adversity because they feel God’s presence, people who give of
themselves to work with the
elderly or who work for
social justice and those who
continue to work through
daily challenges.
Through the years, Diane has lived out her faith within the
church by being involved in a variety of things - serving on
church committees, singing in a Folk Choir, ushering,
greeting, helping on work days and even playing in a
church softball league. Currently Diane serves on the
Leadership Team, is the Tender Loving Crafts general
chair, cares for a CUMC garden plot and is a member of
both Priscilla Circle and the Wesley Ringers.
Diane shared, “I’ve learned from participating in a variety
of activities that a work day is more than a day to wash
windows. Through working together, I have met people
and we have learned each other’s stories.”
Sometimes in a big church we tend to think someone else
will do the things needed. Diane has found that everyone is
needed. She believes it is important to do what we can and
try new things. She had never been part of the Bell Choir
before. Diane said, “I tried it and they taught me and
supported me. You can try new things.”

The Flame

By Beth A. Palm
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Getting to Know Hymn; Rockford District Lay Academy

Getting to Know Hymn

“I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say”
Horatius Bonar (1808-1889)
I heard the voice of Jesus say,
“Come unto Me and rest;
Lay down, thou weary one, lay down
Thy head upon My breast.”
I came to Jesus as I was,
Weary and worn and sad;
I found in Him a resting place,
And He has made me glad.
I heard the voice of Jesus say,
“Behold, I freely give
The living water; thirsty one,
Stoop down and drink and live.”
I came to Jesus, and I drank
Of that life-giving stream,
My thirst was quenched, my soul
revived,
And now I live in Him.

I heard the voice of Jesus say,
“I am this dark world’s light;
Look into Me, thy morn shall rise,
And all thy day be bright.”
I looked to Jesus, and I found
In Him my star, my sun;
And in that light of life I’ll walk
Till traveling days are done.

Taken with permission from
The One Year Great Songs of Faith,
Tyndale House Publishers, 1995

Enrich Your Christian Life:
Rockford District
Lay Academy
October 20-21
One of the best opportunities to learn
new skills to aid in your Christian outreach
and to meet active Christians from other churches is the
Rockford District Lay Academy. It meets this fall,
October 20-21 at Brooke Road UMC in Rockford. Different classes are offered at each Academy, usually held
spring and fall.
Courses offered this fall are Basic, United Methodist Heritage, Living in God’s Household, From Your
Heart to Theirs, and Planning Worship.




These are brief course descriptions:
Basic: Learn the importance of exercising servant
leadership, developing future leaders, remaining rooted in spiritual practices, and being part of a group
that holds members accountable in discipleship.
Most people start with Basic but it is not required
that you do so.
Living as a United Methodist-Methodist Heritage:
This course explores the special gifts of theology,
witness, and organization that Methodism brings
to the church universal and how we got to where
we are today.







Horatius Bonar loved to doodle as he wrote
his hymns. On the sheet where this hymn first
took shape, the lines are abbreviated, edited,
and added to, and several doodles are scratched
in the margins. Many of Bonar’s ideas came to
him during long country walks in his native
Scotland, and he often fleshed out his ideas
while riding a train. All told, Bonar wrote
more than six hundred hymns and became
known as “the prince of Scottish hymnwriters.”
Bonar was a brilliant Bible scholar, and outstanding devotional writer, and an active
church leader. He knew how to communicate
profound truths to children through hymns.
In so doing he helped adults to understand as
well. The invitation of Christ to “come” is simple enough for a child to respond to. But after
accepting that invitation, it takes a lifetime to
probe the depths of what it means to come to
Him, to drink the living water, and to walk in
the Light.

Living in God’s Household: This covers the importance of scripture as divine revelation, the Wesleyan understanding of grace, and the importance of
the class leader in the development of the Methodist
movement. You are encouraged to look at your own
faith community and see how it is (or not) a reflection of genuine Christian community.
From Your Heart to Theirs: Covers the basics of
public speaking and specifically how to preparing an
engaging sermon. It will present traditional bible
interpretation, children’s sermons, how to find a story, use a hymnal, and move communication beyond
paper.
Planning Worship: This course builds on the course
Leading Worship and explains the principle and
practice of worship planning for a church service or a
church group.

Basic and United Methodist Heritage are required to
become a Certified Lay Servant, but you may take these
courses without any plans to become certified. Some of
the courses are directed at members of small churches
who may be called on to lead worship. These courses are
also wonderful training for leading devotions in small or
larger groups within the church. For more information
call George English (815) 397-4883.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE
8:00 a.m. Nursery Child Care is available
in the Nursery Room
No Sunday School at this worship hour

Save the Dates!
October
7

10
21
28
31

Sunday School starts downstairs (Alpine
9:30 and 11:00 am services)
No Children’s time
Fall Bash/Pumpkin Decorating Contest at
OMC, 4-5:30 pm
JAM-Fall Craft Night (Open for all)
Jr. Worship/Crop Walk
Children’s Council
No Wed. Programming, NO JAM/Choirs

November
4

All Saints/Sunday School starts downstairs
(Alpine 9:30 and 11:00 am services)
No children’s time
11 Praise Kids/CPR-AED Training
18 Junior Worship/No Children’s time
Thanksgiving Sunday
25 No Sunday School



9:30 a.m. Worship Hour Alpine Center
Infants and Toddlers: Nursery Room

**All children begin in the Sanctuary and are
dismissed after Children's Message

Pre-School(4)-Kindergarten— Sunday School
Room #7
 1st Grade—3rd Grade Class—Room #1
 4th—5th Grade Class (Room #3)
**Every first Sunday of the month, children will
start their class downstairs and will come up for
communion and return to their SS class.

9:30 a.m. Worship Hour OMC
 Infants: Nursery

Pre-School-Kindergarten: Nursery

1st-5th Grade: Begin in Sanctuary,
dismissed downstairs for Sunday School
following the Children’s Message to the Sunday
School rooms





11:00 a.m. Worship Hour Alpine Center
Infants and Toddlers: Nursery Room
Pre-School(4)-Kindergarten—Sunday School
Room 7
1st Grade—5th Grade—Sunday School
Room #1

https://www.facebook.com/
Christumcchildrensministry
Visit our webpage at:
http://www.christumc.cc/ministries/
children

Birthdays
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October 7
Haylee Horkheimer
Sandi Johnson
Lois Kretschmer
Laura Meehan
Carl Smith
Christopher Yaun

October 1
Rachel Nelson
Amy Olson
Marty Spaulding
Heather Sweeney
Laura Widstrom
October 2
Mikayla Barkley
Kim Beasley
Muriel Breuer
Adam Johannes
Dana Kiley
Amy Nickel
Paula Sullivan
Ruth Swanson
Ty Unangst
October 3
Arron Buck
Chad McMillin
Jacob Schoff
Norma Smith
Cameron Stram
October 4
John Frankenberg
Nancy Halverson
LeeAnn Mowbray
October 5
Melvin Fosler
Madie Miller
Christy Morgan
Melissa Pratt
Laura Stroup
October 6
Breanna Arthur
Michelle Clark
Lane Martin
Phil Plath

October 8
Larry Cox
Pat Garkey
Sophia Gottlick
Byron Janke
Ryan Nowicki
Britta Peterson
Gail Pickering
Stu Swanson
October 9
Anton Anderson
Megan Dehner
Betty Faist
Linda Springer
Greg Wermager
Joe Whinnery
October 10
Ben Fisher
Chris Hawes
Mike Slife
Jim Snyder
October 11
Diane Helsel
Gordon Wesner
October 12
Karrie-Ann Cordray
Marissa Lester
David Schafman
Linda Sipe
Stephanie Eller
October 13
Roger Corrigan
Cathie Holmgaard
Bradley Katzen
Justin Last
Ryan McMillin
Molly Mink
Bill Trevey
October 14
Bob Laskey
Senica Springer
Keith Buteyn

October 15
Alan Beaman
Ruth Ann Eilders
Nancy Trevey
Kathy Wight
October 16
Arlene Adden
Kurt Harris
Melinda Hagerman
Amber Johnson
Martha Janke
October 17
Marge Humphries
Samuel Kiley
Mary Wechter
October 18
Susan Sweeney
Gedeon Trias
Shari Williams
October 19
Hayden Hough
Jan Klimek
Jack Leppert
Evan Mathews
Jackie Basso
Michael Taylor
October 20
Mark Bradel
Debraruth Hayag
Christy McGowan
Kathy Rasmus
October 21
Richard Schmaling
Olivia Stram
October 22
Gabriella Molina
Alexander Huber
Camryn Swindell
October 23
Phil Grover
Barb Hansen
Pam Herrmann
Gary Kaufman
Bud Knodle
Pat Nelson
October 25
Teresa Hageman
Daniel Persinger
Tim LaRue

October 26
Jackie Gay
Erik Palm
Lynn Spaulding
Shelby Volz
Dennis Gay
October 27
Ann Daniels
Peg Halpin
Jill Kurth
Mary Anne Rounds
Asher Tipton
October 28
Joanne Stewart
Taz Tuschen
JoEllen Vause
Xander Burkel
October 29
Penny Guibord
Lerin Rives
October 30
Sally Dawkins
Jacob Langley
Brandon Istad
Jaxson Pierce
Rebecca Pink
Colton Scribner
Deb Whinnery
October 31
Sabrina Knapp

Anniversaries; The Church is People
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The Church is People
Weddings:

October 2
Tricia and Roger Corrigan
October 3
Tom and Judy Cox
Bruce and Michele Johnson
October 4
Jack and Janna Becherer
October 5
Ann and John Frankenberg
Jim and Lynn Ulrich
Jeff and Teri Watts
October 6
Dick and Pat Garkey
Phil and Beth Rives
Julie and Mark Trojniar
October 7
Greg and Sabrina Knapp
Marci and Manuel Molina
October 8
Bill and Janelle Calow
Dave and Diane Robinson
Mike and Elizabeth Steward
October 9
Laura and Craig Barkley
October 10
Mark and Alina Hedberg
Marla and David Raffety
October 11
Mark West and
Melissa Sarver-West
October 12
John and Betsy Leverenz
Jill and Leon Saul

October 13
Jimmie and Rebecca Alston
David and Lynn Morlan
October 14
Cory and Rachel Schrank
October 15
Jeff and Cathie Holmgaard
Tom Kerr and
Nancy Cleburn

Brittany Jewell married Nick Gaudry on
September 8. Brittany is the daughter of Rich
and Lisa Jewell and granddaughter of Bob and
Deb Laskey.
Christopher Baldwin will marry Susan Ough
on Saturday, September 29, in Chicago.
Christopher is the son of Jeff and Susan Baldwin

Confirmation:
The following youth were confirmed at Christ
UMC on September 16: Alannah Beaman,
Madison Clark, Adam Moore, Kylee Moore,
Kyra Murray, and Mya Stroup.

October 16
Marc and Laura McKinney
October 17
Jack and Michelle Clark
October 18
Gail and Marilyn Rothermel

God
Opens
Doors

October 20
John and Cindy Wiles
October 21
Doug and Ruth Yeager
October 22
Dave and Deena Lantz
October 23
Jaci and Nathan Riggins
Ruth and Stu Swanson
October 24
Stephenie and
Sheldon Dunbaugh
October 26
Doug and Diane Wilson
October 30
Jason and Michelle Cruden

Daily Breakthrough Prayer
Please stop and pray this prayer daily at
7:07 a.m. and/or 7:07 p.m.

God of hopes and dreams and visions
for the future, we ask you to send the
Holy Spirit to break through into
our lives and into your church.
Help us sense where your Spirit is leading.
Give us faith and courage to
step through the doors that you open.

Amen.
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Thank you note: Listening sessions on changes to Discipline

From Barb Kaiser

Our family would like to thank the pastors, members and staff for all they did during Steve’s sudden
illness and death. Steve’s service was so special and
the lunch provided a time for us all to gather with
family and friends. Thanks to all of you who helped.
I’m grateful to have such a wonderful church family.

Just Goods Fair Trade Marketplace:
Volunteers Needed
I am Linda Castree, Manager at JustGoods
Fair Trade Marketplace. I am proud to be able to
say that our store was started as an initiative of
Rockford Urban Ministries more than 12 years
ago. Many of you have supported our mission of education people about Fair Trade and how it impacts
the lives of individuals in developing countries. The
more of these beautiful handcrafted products that we
sell, the more people earn a living wage which allows
them to put a roof over their heads, food on their
family's table and send their children to school.
I am writing today to ask two things: one,
that you consider shopping at the store, especially for
Christmas gifts, and two, that you consider volunteering some time over the next few months to help
us with our Christmas rush. JustGoods does one half
of all our sales for the year between November 1 and
December 23rd. You can imagine how much extra
help we need during this time. Prior to November
1st., we are receiving inventory every day in order to
be prepared for the holiday rush.
You can be most helpful in the following
ways:
 Volunteer twice a month or once a week to work
in the store as a clerk
 Come in on an 'as needed' basis to assist in receiving and stocking new inventory
 Work from home assisting us in creating and
mailing our weekly newsletter, updating our
website, and/or updating our Facebook and Instagram pages
Any assistance you can give us is so greatly appreciated. We are 90% volunteer run so this is no small
request. Call Linda Castree, at 815-965-8903 if you
need more information or would like to volunteer.

Listening sessions on
proposed changes
to Discipline on
human sexuality
A special session of the 2016
General Conference will be held Feb. 23-26, 2019 in St.
Louis to consider a commission’s report on changes to the
UM Discipline regarding human sexuality and the church.
The elected delegates will vote on the three options for
change developed by the commission. One or more other
options will probably be proposed. The Council of Bishops
is recommending the “One Church Plan.” The report is
over 90 pages; these are extremely brief summaries of the
options in the report.
1. The One Church Plan provides for more local autonomy on same sex marriage and ordination of active practicing homosexuals. These are now forbidden by church law.
2. The Traditionalist Plan seeks no change in the Book
of Discipline but strengthens enforcement.
3. The Connectional-Conference Plan creates a system
of three connectional-conferences that each annual conference can choose to affiliate with on the basis of their positions on LGBTQ issues.
You can search the Internet for more information. Use
the phrase special session of general conference umc or try other
key words.
Listening and conversation sessions
The Northern Illinois Conference general/jurisdictional
delegation will be holding listening and conversation sessions this fall leading up to the Feb. special session. You
can choose to attend at any one of the locations:
October 6
9:00 a.m.—Rockford District, First UMC, 503 N. Lily
Creek Rd., Freeport 61032
1:00 p.m.—Dekalb District, Wesley UMC, 2200 16th Ave.,
Sterling 61081
October 20
9:00 a.m.—Chicago NW District, First UMC, 418 Touhy
Ave., Park Ridge 60068
1:00 p.m.—Chicago Southern District, St. Mark UMC, 8441
S. St. Lawrence Ave., Chicago 60619
November 10
9:00 a.m.—Elgin District, Barrington UMC, 98 Algonquin
Rd., Barrington 60010
1:00 p.m.—Aurora District, Bethany of Fox Valley, 2200
Ridge Ave., Aurora 60504

Stewardship; Job Opening; Pumpkin Decorating Contest
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Job Opening: Facilities Manager
The Facilities Manager is responsible for maintenance (inside and outside) of all church property and
equipment.

Share Your Gifts, Pass Them Forward
By Jane Reuber, Stewardship Chair
This is the theme for our Stewardship Campaign in November. We start the month of November with All Saints Sunday
when we remember all who have gone before us, especially
those from this past year. We remember how they shaped our
lives through their example of generosity and teaching us how
much God loves us.
Then we will have two Sundays of reflection through sermons
by the pastors and testimonials by members of our church
family, one in each of our four services.
Two letters will be mailed to all member families. The first
will be from Pastor Jane inviting you to pledge and the second
will include the pledge card with a special message from another church member.
I ask you to pray as you make your decision on how you will
support Christ United Methodist Church in 2019. I hope
every member will be generous financially as well as with
your time and talent as you support the continued ministry
of our church.

During all of the services on November 18 and 25 there will
be a time of prayer and meditation and the opportunity to
walk forward and place your pledge card on the altar.
Your generosity fulfills our theme as you share your gifts and
pass them forward into 2019 and beyond.

A full job description is posted on our website:
www.christumc.cc. Click on Jobs on the left side of
your screen. If interested, please send a resume to
Cliff Gillette at cgillette@christumc.cc or call him
with questions at the church office, 815-399-5910.

Oct. 6
Oct. 7
Oct. 10
Oct. 21
Oct. 26-27
Nov. 4
Nov. 19
Dec. 8
Dec. 10,11
Dec. 17
Dec. 24

Tender Loving Crafts
Fall Bash
Fall Craft Night
Crop Walk
Jr. High Fall Retreat
All Saints Sunday
Thanksgiving Baskets
Cookie Walk
Christmas Angel Gift Wrapping
Blue Christmas service
Christmas Eve services at Alpine
Center:
Noon, 4:00 pm, 7:00 pm, 10:30 pm

Children’s Clothing/Winter Coat
Collection
October 21—November 25
The Outreach Committee will be collecting children’s clothing and winter coats, used or gently
worn. There is a a labeled cabinet for these items at
Alpine Center and a bin at Our Master’s Center.
The coats will be taken to the refugee resettlement
program and the clothing to St. Elizabeth’s Center.

Mark Your Calendar for Fall Bash
Pumpkin Decorating Contest
Sunday, October 7, 4:00-5:30 at Our Master’s Center
Fun for families of all ages. There will be a bounce house, pumpkin
decorating contest, games and snacks.
This year, we’re having a pumpkin decorating contest. One entry per person or family, must be original
work of contestant: no stencils or kits permitted. Art supplies should be used such as paint, markers, crayons, etc.
No artificial pumpkins allowed. Bring your decorated pumpkin to Fall Bash between 4:00 and 4:30 pm. Judging will
be at 4:30 and winner announcement is at 5:00 pm. Pumpkins will be judged on artistic design and suitability of
pumpkin for the design. Join us for an afternoon of fun and fellowship as we celebrate fall together.
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Next Flame Deadline: October 25, 2018

Articles may be e-mailed to lindakuntz@christumc.cc or
mailed/brought to the church office by the deadline date.

Check out our website:
www.christumc.cc

Getting to Know You: Jane Reuber
By Don Black
Jane Reuber has been attending Christ United
Methodist Church since 2014, but because she’s a PK
(preacher’s kid), she’s been a Methodist most of her life.
Both her father and grandfather were preachers.
Jane had two girlfriends as a youth who also
were PKs. “We were like the goody two-shoes gals,” she
chuckled.
Her late husband, Jeffery, was a farmer. “I found
him in church,” she explained during an interview. “His
Mom wanted him to become a preacher, so he did the
next best thing,” she said with a chuckle. “He married the
preacher’s daughter.”
Reuber (Ray-ber) is a German name, as is
Schriver, Jane’s maiden name.
She has lived in Northern Illinois most of her life.
Her father was an Evangelical United Brethren (German
Methodist) pastor as was her grandfather. The EUB and
Methodist churches united in 1968.
During one year of her life, when Jane was in the
6th grade, she attended the Union Church for Protestants
in the Panama Zone. Her father was on a committee of
the World Council of Churches and served there a year.

Another time, the
family went to the Lutheran
church when their daughter
was in high school, because
that was where her friends
went.
And she spent a
year in South Africa,
attending the Dutch Reformed church.
Jane explained, as a child she went to church
Sunday morning and night, Wednesday, and was there
almost every day.
“I knew I wanted a UMC church and I wanted
to walk to it,” she said about her decision to “come to
town,” following Jeffery’s death five years ago.
Christ UMC is about a mile from her home. Her
daughter, Liz Duhn, is an emergency room nurse at
Swedish American Hospital and teaches at Northern
Illinois University, DeKalb.
Jane frequently babysits her grandson,
Kiernan, 5.
(Continued on page 8)

Confirmation of the Class of 2018
September 16, 2018

Blessing of the Animals
September 8, 2018

Rally Day and Presentation of Third Grade Bibles
September 9, 2018

