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On the day Precious Henderson moved to The Grove 
with her two sons, 6-year-old Alonzo and 1-year-old  
Kameran, she brought a king-size mattress given to her 
earlier by a local agency. 
 
It was the only bedding she owned – until angels in the 
form of Family to Family and Christ United Methodist 
Church arrived on her doorstep at 
the Rockford Housing Authority 
project on New Towne Drive. 
 
“She didn’t have a box spring or a 
frame,” says Jeff Holmertz, a 
member of the Alpine Center who 
with his wife, Beth, is part of the 
CUMC team that has “adopted” 
Precious and her boys. 
 
The Holmertzes, along with Jeff 
and Jean Kearney,  bought a 
bedframe for Henderson. Beth 
then contacted an acquaintance 
who works at a locally owned furniture store; that call 
resulted in the donation of a king-size box spring, a 
queen-size bed for Alonzo and a twin-size bed for  
Kameran. 
 
Assisting the young, single mother and her children 
comes easy, Jeff says. “It’s one-on-one. We’re helping 
someone specific instead of just donating to a cause,” he 
says. “We haven’t really bought her much stuff; we’ve 
arranged to get her stuff.” 
 
Yet he knows that the Family to Family initiative goes 
far beyond “stuff.” 
 

Beth is the president of the Board of Directors for Shel-
ter Care Ministries, which works to provide housing to 
homeless families. She saw Family to Family as a way to 
go “boots on the ground” to make a difference beyond 
attending meetings, Jeff says. 
 
“My wife and I have adopted two African-American kids, 

so we have a mixed family – and 
we want to make Rockford a bet-
ter place,” Jeff says. “We didn’t 
really follow the story too much 
about The Grove, but we knew a 
lot of people were upset about a 
housing project coming to the 
East Side. We want to help make 
it a success.” 
 
CUMC’s Family to Family volun-
teers meet frequently with their 
adopted residents to build rela-
tionships and uncover bright  
solutions for simple issues, says 

Pastor Scott Himel, who oversees the church’s participa-
tion in the program and offers behind-the-scenes  
support. 
 
Himel became involved at the invitation of Jim Andrews, 
a local lay member of the Sinsinawa Dominicans who 
modeled Family to Family after Catholic Charities’ 
Adopt-A-Refugee ministry. 
 
Andrews grew up in poverty, Himel says, but now owns 
a successful advertising business. 
 

‘Experience the Christ Incarnate’ 
CUMC joins Rockford’s ‘Family to Family’  effort at The Grove 

by Mark McGowan 

(Family to Family continued on Page 7) 
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“Let your word be ‘Yes, Yes’ or ‘No, No’;  
anything more than this comes from the evil one” 

 (Matthew 5:37, NRSV).  

 
Swirly Words, Part II 

 
Last month, I wrote about “swirly words,” a term used by 
Rev. Molly Phinney-Baskette, a UCC pastor who spoke 
at August’s Stewardship Conference.  She warned church 
people to avoid swirly words—those churchy words that 
people outside the church may not recognize or under-
stand.  This month I want to define some 
other swirly words—and to tackle some of 
the theological terms that are often misun-
derstood. 
 
I start with a term supplied by one of you 
last month:  Thanks to Fran Schaible, for 
suggesting VBS. 
 
VBS: Vacation Bible School—a five-day 
program of songs, games, crafts, and scrip-
ture to learn the Christian faith while get-
ting to know other kids and caring adults (and enjoying 
thematic snacks). 
 
Grace: God’s gift of feeling saved.  A perception of God’s 
love for you, personally.  Grace is a free gift—we don’t 
have to earn it.  In fact, we cannot earn it.  That’s what 
John Newton meant when he wrote the hymn “Amazing 
Grace.”  This former slave trader felt grace—he felt 
God’s love for him and God’s forgiveness, even though he 
did not deserve it.  In United Methodism, we refer to pre-
venient grace—God’s grace that goes ahead of us.  When 
we baptize babies, the baby receives prevenient grace, 
meaning the beginnings of the capacity to recognize 
God’s presence.  We also experience prevenient grace 
when we sense that God has prepared the way before we 
arrive at a situation.  In justifying grace, God re-aligns us 

A Word from the Senior Pastor 

with God’s desires for our lives.  We recognize what we 
have done wrong, but we also experience forgiveness and 
a fresh start.  In sanctifying grace, the Holy Spirit works 
within us to strengthen our desire to live according to 
God’s desires for the world. 
 
Faith:  Belief in God, followed up with action that reflects 
that belief.  When we live in faith, we live trusting that 
God is in charge.  Even with faith, we can also have 
doubt.  There are experiences that cause us to question 
our Christian faith, situations we can’t make sense of  

easily.  In these times, we may feel doubt—
questioning what exactly we believe about 
God.  In my opinion, doubt isn’t a sign of 
faithlessness—rather it’s a sign that you are 
paying attention.  As long as we are willing 
to see the doubt, struggle with it, and offer it 
to God through prayer, there is no reason 
that doubt needs to be a stumbling block to 
faith. 
 
Phinney-Baskette wouldn’t say that we 
should never use words like “grace” or “faith.”  
She would just want us to be ready to ex-

plain them in simple language—so that they can be terms 
that welcome people rather than terms that make people 
feel shut out. 
 
Let’s practice speaking simply, so that neighbors and 
guests can perceive more clearly the goodness of God in 
Jesus Christ. 
 

Peace, 

       Jane 

Journey with Jane 



Alpine Center 
(MAILING ADDRESS FOR  

BOTH CENTERS): 
4509 Highcrest Road 
Rockford, Il  61107 

Phone:  815-399-5910 
Office Hours: Monday—Friday 

8:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday Worship Services 
Blended Worship Services: 

8:00 and 9:30 a.m. 
     Celebration Service:  

11:00 a.m. 

Our Master’s Center 
5973 Darlene Drive 
Rockford, Il  61109 

Phone: (815)399-5910 
   

Sunday Worship Service 
9:30 a.m. Child care is available 

Rev. Jane Eesley, Sr. Pastor 
jeesley@christumc.cc 

Rev. Scott Himel, Assoc. Pastor 
shimel@christumc.cc 

Rev. Deanna Mede, Assoc. Pastor 
dmede@christumc.cc 

Welcome to Christ United Methodist Church! 
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The Flame is a monthly publication of 
Christ United Methodist Church,  
available by mail or online at 
www.christumc.cc. 
Editor—Linda Kuntz 
Features Writers—Don Black,  
Mark McGowan, Beth A. Palm, 
Contributing Photographer— 
Joe Whinnery 
Director of  Worship Arts—Jody 
Warren 
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Muserallo 

Christ UMC Facebook Pages 
Christ United Methodist Church page 

https://www.facebook.com/cumcrockford 
Christ UMC Children’s and Family Ministries page 

https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry 
Christ UMC Student Ministries page 

https://www.facebook.com/studentministriescumc/  

Check out our website at: 
www.christumc.cc 

Life is Sweet Women’s Retreat   
Saturday, November 4, 2017, 8:30 am – 4:00 pm 

$12—pay at the door 
 To all the women of the church: before you jump 
into the craziness of the holiday season, spend a Saturday 
with your sisters relaxing and recharging.  The Sweet Life 
retreat provides an experience that allows women to slow 
down and savor time with God and with each other.  It feels 
like a cozy day out at your favorite coffee shop – where 
women can find rest, laugh, share their stories, and grow 
closer to each other and to God. 
 
 The Life is Sweet Retreat will be held in the Sacred 
Grounds Coffee House at the Alpine Center. Pastor Dee 
Mede is leading the retreat. Breakfast, lunch, snacks, and 
coffee breaks are included.  Childcare is free.  Women aged 
18 to 118 are invited, sign up for yourself and bring your 
family and friends!  Registration forms are found on our 
website, with your enews, and at the Connection Center and 
can be dropped off in the Sweet Life Retreat boxes at both 
Centers or brought or mailed to the church office.  The $12 
fee will be collected the day of the retreat.  Childcare is free 
but we need to know the number of children attending.  At-
tendees are asked to dress COMFORTABLY: yoga or paja-
ma pants are encouraged!  
 
 Questions or concerns contact Pastor Dee at 
815.399.5910 x42 

Sunday, October 8 
2:00-3:30 pm 

At Our Master’s Center 
5973 Darlene Drive, Rockford 

 Fun for families of all ages 
 Bounce House  

 Pumpkin Carving 
 Games and Snacks 

 Bubble Tent 
 

https://www.facebook.com/cumcrockford/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/studentministriescumc/
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UMW Circle Schedule 
The United Methodist Women invite all women of  
the church to their circle meetings. Visitors are  
welcome and encouraged!  To learn more about 
each circle, contact Carla White-Carpenter at  
815-885-3425  Some circles do not meet in the  
summer. 

 
Out to Lunch Bunch 

Thursday, October 26, 12:30 pm 
at Backyard Grill, 6473 N. Second St., Loves Park 
Come join the Out to Lunch Bunch for fun and fellow-
ship.  Please RSVP to Joan Gray at 815-964-3854 so 
we will know you are coming. 

 
Martha Circle 

Martha Circle will hold its monthly meeting on 
Wednesday, October 11, at 12:30 p.m. in Alpine 
Fellowship Hall, and cordially invite visitors to join us 
for food and fellowship! 
  
Please bring a fond remembrance, a poem, or a short 
story to share with the group.  For questions, feel free 
to call Wilma Porter, 815.877.3465, or Donna  
Simmons 815.877.5381.   

 
Caravan Circle 

Our next meeting will be Wednesday, October 18, 
2017.  We’ll be traveling to Rosecrance’s Hillman 
House.  This is a recovery home for boys.  We’ll take a 
tour through the beautiful home and hear about its 
programs and services from the recovery home’s su-
pervisor.  We’ll carpool from Alpine Center and Our 
Master’s Center at 9:30 am. The address is 2415 E. 
State Street, at the southwest corner of East State and 
Hollister.  Afterward, we’ll go to the Stockholm Inn 
for breakfast/lunch, devotions, and meeting.  Every-
one is welcome. 

 
Harmony Circle 

The October meeting will be held at the home of Jane 
Gilbert on October 10 at 9:30 am.  We will continue 
with our study of “before Amen.” We are in chapter 
five, “Heal Me.” If you are interested in joining us, 
please contact Jo Hellmich at 815-639-3074. 
 

Priscilla Circle 
Priscilla Circle will meet October 23, at 6:30 in the 
home of Nancy Trevey, 5319 Thornberry Dr., 
61114.  Visitors are always welcome.  Questions about 
this evening circle, call Deb Laskey 815-979-8555.   

Visit Remedies with Rebekah Circle  
on October 11 

  

    Rebekah Circle will meet in the parking lot outside door 5 
of Alpine Center at 9:30 a.m., Wed., Oct. 11.  We'll carpool 
to the new Remedies Renewing Lives facility on East State 
St. to learn about its programs for and support of victims of 
domestic abuse.  We'll also have refreshments, devotions, 
and a brief business meeting.  If you have questions or want 
an address so you can drive yourself, call Gennie Schultz at 
815 543-1124.  Visitors and new people are invited to come 
along. 

Greeting Card Sales  
 A member of the UMW  will be on hand in Fellow-
ship Hall on Oct. 8th and Oct. 22nd to assist in helping to 
choose greeting cards you might need. 
 We are proud of these cards and they are reasonably 
priced. Please stop by our display and support the missions 
who need our help! 

Tender Loving Crafts Upscale Resale Shop 
Please remember to set aside clothing you no longer need in 
women’s, misses and junior sizes: slacks, sweaters, jackets, 
blouses and coats. We would also like shoes, purses and     
costume jewelry.  Collection location is the rack across 
from the restrooms by the elevators at Alpine Center. 
Items other than clothing can be placed in the tote  
below. Thanks to all who have donated and helped to fund 
missions.  Clothing not sold will go to local organizations 
that enable women. Call Joyce Lantz at 815-670-3456 or 

Marion Kern at 815-240-4125.  The deadline for  
collection is October 1.      
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Volunteer Opportunities for TLC 2017 

Have you signed up to volunteer at the 2017 Tender Lov-
ing Craft sale yet? We’ve got all kinds of spots available and 
we’ll give you the job you’ve always wanted!  If you’re inter-
ested, be sure to check your calendars now because the craft 
sale is only weeks away! For a volunteer spot, call Deb 
Laskey at 815-979-8555. 
 
 

TLC Bake Sale    
Calling all bakers…this is your chance to bake the best 
sweet treats around! Sweet treats include brownies, cakes, 
cookies and more! Small loaves of bread, cookies and bars 
are fast sellers.  Pies need to be homemade and double crust-
ed—no cream filling.  Put your name on any pans that need 
to be returned to you.  Remember to let us know what your 
item is and if nuts are included. The drop off dates are  
Friday, October 6, between 2:00 and 7:00 pm and Satur-
day, October 7, from 8:00 to 10:00 am. Baked goods 
should be delivered to the Alpine Dining Room which is 
accessed through Door #6. For all bake sale questions, 
please contact  Patti Walker at 815-229-1321. 
 
                                                              

TLC Booths  
Are you crafty? Stay local, rent a booth and join us at the 
2017 TLC sale on Saturday, October 7, 2017, 
9:00 a.m. – 3: 00 p.m.  Booth rentals include a delicious  
BBQ lunch and booth assistance from our volunteers! For 
available booth sizes and pricing, please contact  
Diane Kirkland at 815-621-3118. 

Combat Hunger 
Join the Rockford Area  

Crop Hunger Walk 
Sunday, October 15:  Sign up now 

You can fight hunger locally or globally by either 
joining others and participating in the annual 
CROP Hunger Walk or sponsoring someone who 
will be walking.  More information will be available 
at the sign-up desk in the Alpine Fellowship Hall or 
at Our Master’s Center.  Or, you can contact Ken 
Walker at 815-540-3423. 

Jean Drive in October 
The Outreach Committee is sponsoring a jean drive 
for the Rockford Public Schools #205 families in 
transition program.  Children’s sized jeans for boys 
and girls are needed.  Please keep this in mind 
when you’re shopping.  
 
Collection in October will be in the cupboard in 
Alpine Fellowship Hall marked Rockford Public 
School families in transition.  At Our Master’s there 
will be blue bin labeled the same as above.  Call  
Karen Weedman at 815-791-3079 with questions. 

Red Wagon Sunday Pantry Collection 
Sunday, October 15 

The Red Wagon Sunday collection of non-
perishable food and monetary contributions for local 
food pantries, helping those with a food crisis, is 
October 15.  Canned fruits and vegetables, cereal, 
macaroni & cheese, peanut butter, rice, and pasta 
and other non-perishable foods are always needed.  
Monetary donations can be made by writing a check 
to CUMC with “food pantry” noted on the memo 
line. 
 
Wagons and other containers for your donations 
will be located at the entries to the church at both 
locations.  Your support of those having a need is 
appreciated. 
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CUMC Senior Fellowship Group 
Friday, October 20, at noon, 
Alpine Center Dining Room 

 Come and join this group for seniors for a  
wonderful homemade lunch and fellowship with your 
friends. After lunch, Carol Risenhoover, chair of the Satur-
day Kids Club Board of Centennial UMC’s program, will 
do a presentation for us about this important outreach.   
 Please call the church office at 815-399-5910 to 
make your reservation by Monday, October 16.   Please 
join us!      

WOWS  
Widows Or Widowers and Singles 

Open to all single women  
age 65 and over 

 
In October: 

On Wednesday, October 18, at noon the WOWS will 
have lunch at the Fresco Restaurant at Anderson Gar-
dens.  The windows overlook the beautiful fall colors of 
the gardens.  We would love to have you join us.  Call 
Ruth Ann Kearney at 815-877-0355 for reservations by 
October 12. 

In November: 
On Wednesday, November 8, the WOWS will have 
lunch at Nunzio’s.  We will meet there at noon. To make 
a reservation or if you have questions, please call Sandi at 
815-963-7634.  Donations for our Shelter Care Ministries 
would be appreciated. 

Fellowship News 

Next Scrapbooking/Stamping  
Scrapbooking/Stamping is scheduled 
for Saturday, October 21, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the 
Alpine Dining Room.  Stay for all day or just a half day 
- whatever fits your schedule.  Not everyone in our 
group scrapbooks.  Some are stamping or working on 
other projects, so join us for a fun day of crafting!  If 
children will be joining us, it's requested they be at 
least middle school age.   
  
As always, please bring money for a sandwich plus a 
snack to share and your own beverage.  Hope to see 
you there.  Questions?  Call Mary Hicks at  
815-742-1136 

Test your luck and play bridge on  
Friday the 13th 

Church bridge starts up for 2017-18 on Fri., Oct. 13, 6:30 
p.m., at George and Mary English's home at 4103 Windy 
Ridge Trail, Rockford 61101.  Bring your partner and 
come for dessert and an evening of friendly bridge.  Please 
call George and Mary at 815 397-4883 by Mon., Oct. 9, if 
you can come or if you have questions.  New people are 
always welcomed! 

Oct. 27 movie night 
Captain Phillips 

   
    The last movie night of the year will be on Fri., 
Oct. 27, at the Sacred Grounds Coffee House at Alpine 
Center (door 5).  We'll watch Captain Phillips, a 2013 
film based on Richard Phillips' memoir of being  
captured by Somali pirates in 2009.  It's two 
hours long and rated PG-13 for sustained intense  
sequences of menace, some violence with bloody imag-
es, and for substance abuse.  As the stars, Tom Hanks 
and Barkhad Abdi got rave reviews.  The director was 
Paul Greengrass.  Come at 6:15 p.m. for munchies and 
conversation.  The movie starts at 6:30 with a discus-
sion afterwards.  This free evening of entertainment 
finishes up by 9:30. 
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College Student Addresses Wanted 
Are you a college student or will you be sending your stu-
dent to college?  We are seeking each student’s current 
address and email addresses for our church records.  They 
and their mailbox will be remembered by their church fam-
ily in some fun ways this year! Even if your student is in 
Rockford, let us know their current contact information.  
We would like to make sure we can keep in contact with 
our college-aged students.  We would like to confirm that 
we have the email address they use on our records as well.   
 
Please contact Linda Kuntz with the student’s contact in-
formation: snail mail and email address to our church office, 
815-399-5910 or lindakuntz@christumc.cc.  Thank you 
and blessings to all our college students as they begin a 
new year! 

Volunteers Needed for Sound and Media Team 
at 8:00 and 9:30 am at Alpine Center 

 We are in need of more volunteers for the sound 
and media team at 8:00 and 9:30am at Alpine Center due 
to our college students going back to school and reloca-
tion. The commitment would be two services, one Sun-
day a month. No prior knowledge is needed.  Training 
will be provided.   
 If you would be willing to serve or want to see 
what the commitment entails, please contact Patrick 
Lauher at plauher@christumc.cc or Jody Warren at 
church at 815-399-5910 or 
 jodywarren@christumc.cc.  Thank you in advance for 
your consideration.  

“Because of his humble beginnings, Jim wanted to do 
something to help people who are moving to The 
Grove and looking for a fresh start in life,” Himel 
says. “They are mostly single mothers and elderly 
people. They come from low-income backgrounds. 
Many don’t know how to run a checkbook. They don’t 
have furniture. They can’t register their kids for 
school. They don’t know how to buy a car.” 
 
For Himel, the overture from Andrews was a God  
moment. 
 
“I had been considerately praying about how our 
church could do something more intentionally to 
reach out to people on the margins,” he says. “We  
often offer help but never see the people we’re help-
ing, or it’s only in a very rushed sense, like in a soup 
kitchen line.” 
 
Team members from CUMC are Jeff and Beth 
Holmertz; Becky Childs; Lisa Clark and Lynn 
Kearney; Jeff and Jean Kearney; and Rich and Judy 
Schultz. 
 
Their compassionate help to bolster The Grove into a 
viable and healthy community will enhance not only 
the people living there now but also those who will 
arrive in the future, Himel says. 
 
Residents of The Grove passed several inspections to 
earn their new places, he adds, and truly aspire to bet-
ter lives. What they lack, he says, are the resources 
necessary to establish a solid footing. 
 
Around 40 teams from congregations across the For-
est City now are stepping in with solutions –some as 
simple as enlightening the families to free dental care 
provided by Rock Valley College students – and 
neighborly friendship. 
 
Volunteers from at least 15 teams who met Sept. 14 at 
the Alpine Center discussed legal matters impacting 
their “families” from The Grove as well as how to 
connect them with employers and prepare them for 
job interviews. 
 
“It’s this kind of creative problem-solving that we’re 
doing,” Himel says. “We never hand them a check. We 
do everything we can to respect their dignity.” 
 
People from middle-class families and those from low-
income backgrounds can learn much from each other, 
he says. The former know about resources and how to 

use them, he says; the latter understand survival amid 
challenging and unimaginable conditions. 
 
Meanwhile, those involved with Family to Family are ask-
ing excellent questions about social justice and the need 
for public housing. They’re also holding thoughtful con-
versations that could lead to new and different ministries. 
 
Family to Family is also creating new and stronger  
connections among Rockford congregations, he adds, and 
bringing some worshippers to personal thresholds in their 
journeys with God. 
 
“As a pastor, when people come to you and say, ‘Why 
don’t we do this?’ – that’s a great sign,” Himel says. 
“There is going to be some real spiritual development for 
these people as they meet with persons on the margins. It 
is in the people who suffer the most that we experience the 
Christ Incarnate.” 

(Family to Family continued from Page 1) 

mailto:plauher@christumc.cc
mailto:jwarren@christumc.cc
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 “It was the biggest church that I had ever seen.” 
   When they moved here in 1986 Barb was 
pregnant with Matt, their second son.  “Norm 
Kearney came to visit us and we’ve been coming 
ever since,” she said. Evidently her pastor had  
informed Christ Church of their move.  So, they’ve 
been members almost half of our church’s history. 
   Barb was from Lena while Steve was from 
Freeport.  Her father was veterinarian, her mother 
stayed at home when she wasn’t selling real estate. 
“She’s probably had an Illinois 
license longer than anybody,” 
Barb said, “about 40 years.”  
Barb’s sister, Nancy, lives with 
their mother at Lena. 
   “I wanted to be a vet,” 
Barb said, like her father. “I helped him deliver pup-
pies, and I loved that.”  But her father delivered 
many more cows than puppies at the area’s dairy 
farms. 
   In high school Barb did the usual plays, 
enjoyed art classes and was National Honor Society 
president.  She also was in 4-H, Methodist Youth 
Fellowship, in choir and played the piano and organ. 
   Barb earned a bachelor’s degree in microbi-
ology at Iowa State University. Her first job was in 
Chicago, four years at Abbott Laboratories in  
research. 
 She also was a medical technologist at Free-
port Memorial Hospital and St. Anthony’s Medical 
Center here.  As for microbiology, “I just loved it,” 
she said. 
   Barb met Steve “through mutual friends”  
on a blind date. She was at Iowa State and he was 
attending Dartmouth, during their junior and  
senior years, respectively.  His first date with just 
her was to see the original “Star Wars” movie. 
   Their three children were raised in our 
church, participating in many of the youth  

programs.  Their son Andy was a marketing graduate of 
Iowa State. He just finished a tour as an officer in the 
Army Rangers. His wife is Courtney. He’s learning the 
bread business nowadays. 
  Their son Matt, a graduate of Augustana Col-
lege in Rock Island, is in finance in Chicago.  Their 
daughter Katie, also a grad of Iowa State, also is in  
finance in Chicago. 
   So, two of the children went to Mom’s universi-
ty, but all three ended up in Dad’s career. 

   All of the children worked 
at Great Harvest. Andy worked 
through high school. Matt was into 
athletics but helped on holidays. 
Katie helped after school. 
   Their days start at 5 a.m. 

and end at 7 p.m., with them tag-teaming when the chil-
dren were at home. 
   “It’s been good for us,” Barb said. “We’ve 
worked together” after the children grew up.  “We’d 
have dinner together and then Steve would go to bed,” 
Barb said. 
   The family did get Sundays and Mondays off, 
during which they often headed to their Wisconsin cabin 
in the summer. 
   “But it’s a great place to work,” she said. They 
have about a dozen employees. “And, it’s in the center of 
a neighborhood. People push their strollers from around 
here into our place.” 
   After they give up baking, “I’d like to travel and 
hang out,” Barb said.  Her hobbies are cooking and read-
ing. They exercise together at the YMCA and walk out-
side. 
    “Andy always said he’d come back,” Barb said. 
“And we’re ready. We’re tired.”  Barb said she won’t 
miss the hard holidays at work. That’s when the busi-
ness doubles in volume for several days. 
   Now it’s Andy’s turn.  



Wade Potter and his wife Dagmar came to Christ 
UMC in late 2001 after experiencing Dagmar’s aneu-
rysm and recovery. When they visited Christ UMC, 
they liked the youth program and confirmation for 
their son, Nick. Wade expected just to attend church 
on Sunday and go home each week.  
 
In 2004, Wade’s son Nick asked him to go to work 
camp. Pastor Patty Anderson and Youth Director 
Laura Widstrom were running their own workcamps 
then and needed adult leaders. Wade said he would 
go.  Laura asked him to go the next year as well. Then 
Wade asked Dagmar to join him the following year. 
Once their son graduated, Wade just kept going.  
 
Wade said, once he went to workcamp, Laura 
”voluntold” (volunteered) him for other youth activi-
ties. He became involved in the Sunday evening week-
ly program SALT. He and Dagmar helped with the 
Dinner Theater and Car Hop. Wade said it made them 
feel young to work with the youth. He added, 
“Because I haven’t grown up yet either.” Wade also 
said that living out his faith through youth ministry 
has been special because it is a ministry that he and 
Dagmar can do together. Wade and Dagmar have 
been in ministry with the youth through three youth 
directors, Laura Widstrom, Ed Burton, and Jenny 
Thomas. They get asked to help and they look for-
ward to going to workcamp every year. Wade believes 
everyone needs to work with the youth in some way 
to experience how good the youth of this church are.  
 
Wade has also attended Snow Camp with the youth. 
He feels that the Candle Circle is a special  
experience. He explained that a candle is passed 

around the 
circle. When a 
youth is hold-
ing the candle, 
the other peo-
ple in the cir-
cle say some-
thing nice 
about the per-
son holding 
the candle. He 
said it is something you really have to experience to feel 
the impact. 
 
When asked about other experiences have impacted his 
faith, Wade recalled the trip Christ UMC took in 2008 to 
Zambia, Africa. Organized by Pastor Patty Anderson and 
Laura Widstrom, 18 members of Christ UMC and 2 from 
Ohio went as a team to Africa to work with Zoe Ministry. 
Doctors and nurses were among the volunteers. The Christ 
UMC team ran health clinics during their time in Africa 
and interacted with the children. Wade said it was an “eye 
opening experience.” One of the contrasts that struck him 
was, “that people there had nothing, yet they all were  
happy.”   
 
Wade’s faith is inspired by the youth as he in turn inspires 
their faith journeys. He enjoys connecting with any of the 
youth grown up and scattered in many places when paths 
cross again. 

By Beth A. Palm 
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Getting to Know Hymn;  Puzzle Exchange 

“Brethren, We Have Met to Worship” 
George Atkins (Eighteenth Century) 

Taken with permission from  
The One Year Great Songs 

 of Faith,  

     What does it mean to meet for worship?  
One part of worship involves adoring the 
Lord Our God which includes the idea of gaz-
ing lovingly.  We come to meet our God and 
to consider how wonderful he is. Our worship 
also usually involves preaching and prayer.  
This hymn presents these two aspects of wor-
ship together. 
     And what is the result of prayerful wor-
ship?  We are blessed by “holy manna” - God 
provided the Israelites with manna as they 
wandered in the wilderness.  In the New Tes-
tament, Jesus gave his body as the Bread of 
Life through which we can receive spiritual 
nourishment.  As we worship we participate 
in the eternal banquet of Christ’s presence.  
We celebrate God’s provision and thank him 
for it. 

Brethren, we have met to wor-
ship 
And adore the Lord our God. 
Will you pray with all your  
power, 
While we try to preach the 
Word? 
All is vain unless the Spirit 
Of the Holy One comes down; 
Brethren, pray and holy manna  
Will be showered all around. 
 
Brethren, see poor sinners round 
you 
Slumbering on the brink of woe; 
Death is coming, hell is moving-
Can you bear to let them go? 
See our fathers and our mothers 
And our children sinking down; 
Brethren, pray, and holy manna 
Will be showered all around. 

Sisters, will you join and help us? 
Moses’ sister aided him; 
Will you help the trembling 
mourners 
Who are struggling hard with 
sin? 
Tell them all about the Savior - 
Tell them that he will be found; 
Sister, pray and holy manna 
Will be showered all around 
 
Let us love our God supremely, 
Let us love each other too; 
Let us love and pray for sinners 
Till our God makes all things 
new. 
Then he’ll call us home to heaven. 
At his table we’ll sit down; 
Christ will gird himself and serve 
us with sweet manna all around. 

   Many of us in the congregation grew up putting 
jigsaw puzzles together while listening to radio … 
years before television arrived.  We even watched tele-
vision later and did puzzles. 
 Now science says that puzzles are good to keep 
the senior mind alert and on the right track. And some 
of us have found that others in church are still doing 
puzzles. 
 So, why not a puzzle exchange?  
 Jody Warren and Don Black are planning the 
event on Sunday, October 22, at 4:00 pm in the Alpine 
Fellowship Hall.  Bring a few puzzles to share and meet 
other puzzle enthusiasts. We will provide treats. 
  “Ideally people would connect with others who 
have the same taste or skill level in puzzles,” Jody said. 
“Then as they exchange puzzles they would get to know 
each other better. We don’t anticipate meeting more 
than once, just this once to get the group going.”   

Jigsaw Puzzle Exchange 
Sunday, October 22 at 4:00 pm  

in the Alpine Center Fellowship Hall 

 Don said that details are still being worked out, 
“Like if we want to have a place where puzzles could be 
stored in the church.”  The church library has been sug-
gested. Any puzzles not exchanged after a period of time, 
would be donated to retirement homes, the Salvation Ar-
my, Goodwill, or other charities. 
 Persons interested in the exchange should con-
tact Don at 815-520-5774 or Jody at church Jodywar-
ren@christumc.cc  or 815-399-5910 if you would like to 
participate, so that we know if there is interest. 
  “Our families have been sharing puzzles for a 

year or so, and we think it would be fun to get others 

involved,” Jody said.  

mailto:Jodywarren@christumc.cc
mailto:Jodywarren@christumc.cc
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 SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE 

 
8:00  a.m. Nursery Child Care is available  

in the Nursery Room for 

Infants and Toddlers 

         No Sunday School at this worship hour 
 

9:30 a.m. at Alpine Center 

 Infants and Toddlers: Nursery Room 

 Preschool Class (ages 4 to kindergarten) -  

       Room #7 

 1st Grade—3rd Grade—Room #1 

 4th Grade—5th Grade—Room #3 

 

Every first Sunday of the month children will start 

their class downstairs and will come up for  

communion and return to their classroom. 
 

9:30 a.m. Worship Hour OMC 

 Infants: Nursery 

 Pre-School-Kindergarten: Nursery Room 

 1st-5th Grade:  Sunday School Room  

 
11:00 a.m. Worship Hour Alpine Center 

 Infants and Toddlers: Nursery Room 

 Pre-School Ages 4 to Kindergarten: Room 7  

 Grade1-5 Class: Room 1            

 

Note:  Communion is every Sunday for the  

children  

Save the Dates 

October 

 
October 8 Fall Bash at OMC from 2:00-3:30 pm 

October 11 Fall Craft Night at JAM 

October 15 Crop Walk 

October 29 Children’s Sunday 

  9:30 and 11:00 Services 

 

Note:  No Trunk or Treat this year  

Come and join us! JAM Parents 

While your child/children attend JAM, 

bring your ideas and your areas of  

expertise to our first meeting on  

October 18 in the Alpine Coffee House. 

Get your copy! 

Visit us at  

Christumc.cc/ministries/children  

to get your monthly newsletter 

Be a Sunday School Teacher Now! 
We are looking for volunteer teachers for the 

new Sunday School year: September, 2017—

May, 2018.  If you are interested or have ques-

tions, contact Joy Hayag at the church office, 

815-399-5910 or jhayag@christumc.cc. 

Christ UMC Children’s  

and Family Ministries 



October 1 
Rachel Nelson 
Amy Olson 
Marty Spaulding 
Heather Sweeney 
Laura Widstrom 
 
October 2 
Mikayla Barkley 
Kim Beasley 
Muriel Breuer 
Adam Johannes 
Dana Kiley 
Amy Nickel 
Paula Sullivan 
Ruth Swanson 
Ty Unangst 
 
October 3 
Arron Buck 
Thomas Crombie 
Chad McMillin 
Jacob Schoff 
Norma Smith 
Cameron Stram 
 
October 4 
John Frankenberg 
Nancy Halverson 
LeeAnn Mowbray 
 
October 5 
Melvin Fosler 
Madie Miller 
Christy Morgan 
Melissa Pratt 
Laura Stroup 
 
October 6 
Breanna Arthur 
Michelle Clark 
Lane Martin 
Phil Plath 
 
 
 
 
 

October 7 
Haylee Horkheimer 
Sandi Johnson 
Lois Kretschmer 
Laura Meehan 
Carl Smith 
Christopher Yaun 
 
October 8 
Larry Cox 
Pat Garkey 
Sohpia Gottlick 
Byron Janke 
Ryan Nowicki 
Britta Peterson 
Gail Pickering 
Stu Swanson 
 
October 9 
Anton Anderson 
Betty Faist 
Linda Springer 
Stephanie Unangst 
Greg Wermager 
Joe Whinnery 
 
October 10 
Jan Edwards 
Ben Fisher 
Chris Hawes 
Mike Slife 
Jim Snyder 
 
October 11 
Diane Helsel 
Gordon Wesner 
 
October 12 
Karrie-Ann Cordray 
Marissa Lester 
Julie Nicholds 
David Schafman 
Linda Sipe 
Stephanie Eller 
 
October 13 
Roger Corrigan 
Cathie Holmgaard 
Bradley Katzen 
Justin Last 
Ryan McMillin 
Molly Mink 
Bill Trevey 
 
October 14 
Bob Laskey 
Senica Springer 
Keith Buteyn 
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October 15 
Alan Beaman 
Ruth Ann Eilders 
Nancy Trevey 
Kathy Wight 
 
October 16 
Arlene Adden 
Dick Estes 
Kurt Harris 
Melinda Hagerman 
Amber Johnson 
Martha Janke 
 
October 17 
Marge Humphries 
Samuel Kiley 
 
October 18 
Susan Sweeney 
Gedeon Trias 
Shari Williams 
 
October 19 
Hayden Hough 
Jan Klimek 
Ken Lateer 
Jack Leppert 
Evan Mathews 
Jackie Basso 
Michael Taylor 
 
October 20 
Mark Bradel 
Debraruth Hayag 
Christy McGowan 
Kathy Rasmus 
 
October 21 
Korey Coffer 
Richard Schmaling 
Olivia Stram 
 
October 22 
Gabriella Molina 
Alexander Huber 
Camryn Swindell 
 
October 23 
Phil Grover 
Barb Hansen 
Pam Herrmann 
Gary Kaufman 
Bud Knodle 
Pat Nelson 
 
October 25 
Teresa Hageman 
Daniel Persinger 
Tim LaRue 
 

October 26 
Robert Ash 
Jackie Gay 
Erik Palm 
Lynn Spaulding 
Shelby Volz 
Dennis Gay 
 
October 27 
Ann Daniels 
Peg Halpin 
Jill Kurth 
Steve Merritt 
Mary Anne Rounds 
Asher Tipton 
 
October 28 
John Adden 
Joanne Stewart 
Taz Tuschen 
JoEllen Vause 
Xander Burkel 
 
October 29 
Penny Guibord 
Lerin Rives 
 
October 30 
Sally Dawkins 
Jacob Langley 
Brandon Istad 
Jaxson Pierce 
Rebecca Pink 
Colton Scribner 
Deb Whinnery 
 
October 31 
Carol Arreguin 
Sabrina Knapp 
Courtney Prentice 
 
 

Birthdays 



 

 
The Church is People 

 

Baptism: 
Kaleigh Swafford, on September 10 
 

Confirmed on September 10: 
Bronwyn Geddes, Joseph Gibbons,  
Dylan Hawes, Jonathan Hodges,  
Vivian Leppert, Karissa Lin, Carter McGowan,  
Darby McGowan, Grace Olson, Lily Olson, 
Cameron Riemer, Cole Schrank,  
Kaleigh Swafford, Nolan Taylor 
 
(A picture of our 2017 confirmands is on the insert 
in this issue of The Flame.) 
 

Wedding: 
Liz Wood and Bryan Miller were married in 
the Alpine Sanctuary on September 23 
 

Sympathy to: 
Jo Mohrmann, on the death of her husband, 
Ben, on September 11 
 
Stuart and Ruth Swanson, on the death of Stu’s 
mother, Betty Swanson, on September 15 
 
Sandy Wetter, on the death of her husband, 
Robert on September 12 
 
Frank and Agnes Guzzardo (former active 
CUMC members) on the death of their  
daughter, Linda 
 

Anniversaries; The Church is People Page 13 

October 1 
John and Arlene Adden 
 
October 2 
Tricia and Roger Corrigan 
 
October 3 
Tom and Judy Cox 
Bruce and Michele Johnson 
 
October 4 
Jack and Janna Becherer 
 
October 5 
John and Ann Frankenberg 
Jim and Lynn Ulrich 
Jeff and Teri Watts 
 
October 6 
Dick and Pat Garkey 
Phil and Beth Rives 
Julie and Mark Trojniar 
 
October 7 
Greg and Sabrina Knapp 
Manuel and Marci Molina 
 
October 8 
Bill and Janelle Calow 
Diane and Dave Robinson 
Mike and Elizabeth Steward 
 
October 9 
Craig and Laura Barkley 
 
October 10 
Mark and Alina Hedberg 
David and Marla Raffety 
 
October 11 
Mark West and 
    Melissa Sarver-West 
 
October 12 
John and Betsy Leverenz 
Jill and Leon Saul 
 
October 13 
Jimmie and Rebecca Alston 
David and Lynn Morlan 
 

October 14 
Cory and Rachel Schrank 
 
October 15 
Jeff and Cathie Holmgaard 
Tom Kerr and Nancy Cleburn 
 
October 16 
Lara and Marc McKinney 
 
October 17 
Jack and Michelle Clark 
 
October 18 
Gail and Marilyn Rothermel 
 
October 20 
John and Cindy Wiles 
 
October 21 
Dave and Liezl Carlson 
Doug and Ruth Yeager 
 
October 22 
Dave and Deena Lantz 
 
October 23 
Nathan and Jaci Riggins 
Ruth and Stu Swanson 
 
October 24 
Dick and Chris Estes 
Sheldon and Stephenie Dunbaugh 
 
October 26 
Doug and Diane Wilson 
 
October 30 
Jason and Michelle Cruden 
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 From Harold and Barb Palm and family 
Thank you for being so kind and caring when Barb’s 
mother, Melva Laurberg, passed away. God’s blessings to 
you all. 

Coming Events 
 
October 7  Tender Loving Crafts 
October 8  Fall Bash 
October 20-21  Youth Fall Retreat 
October 22  Thank Offering Sunday 
October 29  Children’s Sunday, 9:30 and 11:00 services 
November 4  Women’s Retreat 
November 5  All Saints Sunday 
November 20  Thanksgiving Baskets 
November 26             Hanging of the Greens at Our Master’s Center  
December 3  Hanging of the Greens during at all worship services 
   at Alpine Center 
December 3  Church Conference 
December 9  Cookie Walk 
December 10  Lessons and Carols at Our Master’s Center 
December 11, 12 Christmas Angel Gift Wrapping 
December 17  Christmas Cantata at Alpine Center 
December 18  Blue Christmas Service 
Sunday, December 24   
      Morning: 9:30 am: one service at each Center 
      Christmas Eve services: at Alpine Center 
   Noon, 4:00 pm, 7:00 pm, 10:30 pm  

 Peg Halpin 
Peg wants to say thank you to all who sent prayers and 
cards during her recent heart procedure.  She is doing 
well—walking outside with a walker and building up 
strength. 

 Thank you from United Methodist Women 
  Thank you to everyone who contributed to the United Methodist Women's feminine hygiene products collection.  The 1,936 
individual items were delivered to the Rock River Pantry on S. Rockton Ave.  You have helped women and girls in our area go 
to school or work with greater confidence! 
  



Coins for Rainbow Covenant giving in October 
Our Rainbow Covenant  coin offering in October will go to the Wesley Willows Good 
Samaritan program.  Wesley Willows is a nonprofit senior living community. 
 
 Allows Wesley Willows to provide ongoing personalized care to residents who 

have outlived their financial resources. 
 Each year, over $600,000 is needed for charitable support. 

 Gifts to this fund guarantee a lifetime of care to all residents and supports their 
spiritual, physical and social well-being. 

 

Page 15 Preschool News; Invitation to an Anniversary Party 

 It’s hard to believe we are going into our third month of the 2017-18 school year.  We are very excited to be 
able to welcome so many new families into our program as well as see many returning families.  We have been very 
busy. We had our first Back to School night in August. The students got to meet their teachers and see their class-
rooms before the first day of school.  We had our annual open house in September. The children got to show their 
families their school and all their hard work.   
 In October, we will be holding our Fall Parent/Teacher conferences.  This is a great time for the parents and 
teachers to get together and discuss how the children are doing.  We will also be having our annual Halloween pa-
rade, Tuesday, October 31.  The kids always enjoy wearing their costumes and parading around the campus while 
family and friends watch. 
 We still have a few part time openings available in our 3-5yr old programs for this school year.  For more 

information, please call the preschool office 815-398-1458 or email us at preschool@christumc.cc. 

John and Ann Frankenberg would like you to join them 
in celebrating 60 years of marriage: 
 

60th Anniversary Open House 
Sunday, October 8, 2017 

2:00-4:00 pm at Christ UMC 
in the Alpine Dining Room 

 
No gifts, please!  If you have questions, please contact 
their daughter, Linda Frankenberg, at 414-840-8731. 

UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) 
 Responds to Disasters Worldwide 

You may help by  writing a check to Christ UMC and designate it to UMCOR: U.S. Disaster Response or 
UMCOR: Material Resources or UMCOR: International Disaster Response. (International Disaster Response goes to 
areas hit by Hurricane Maria which aren’t within the United States.)100% of your giving will go 
 directly to the devastated areas created by the hurricanes and other disasters. 

https://secure3.convio.net/gbgm/site/SPageNavigator/umcor_donate.html?type=1002&project=901670
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 Getting to Know You:  Barb Kaiser 

By Don Black 

Check out our website: 

www.christumc.cc 

   Plans are for oldest son Andy, who’s now 
working with his parents, to take over the business in 
2018. 
   Many in the congregation know that Great 
Harvest provides bread for the church’s communion 
services, at 8:00 a.m. services weekly and 9:30 a.m.  
services monthly, plus the former Wednesday night 
dinners and dinner theaters. 
   Barb explained that the Great Harvest mission 
statement includes “give generously to others” and 
they have, “to almost any fund-raiser” like walks, runs 
and races, the art festival, and to the Rockford Rescue 
Mission and the Mercy-Health Hospice. 
   They have been active in the church, with the 
children’s programs, ushering, funeral luncheons and 
Barb has been on the children’s council, and subs for 
Wesley Ringers.  She has been chair for three years of 
the church’s Staff Parish Relations Committee. 
   Barb was raised in Lena United Methodist 
Church.  “My confirmation class came to hear the bish-
op when the sanctuary (here) was dedicated (in 1967),” 
she said. 

 Barb and Steve Kaiser came to Christ United 
Methodist Church about 30 years ago. She was a medical  
technologist at a local hospital then and he was a local 
banker. 
   Twenty-one years ago last month, they changed 
careers when they purchased a Great Harvest Bread 
Company franchise. 
   Now they’re getting ready to change again: to 
retirement. 
   Back in 1996, they thought about doing some-
thing else after working here 10 years. Steve wanted his 
own business. 
   “So, Steve went from suits and ties to shorts and 
T-shirts,” Barb said during an interview.  She chuckled 
that Steve is always in front of the oven. “He’s our 
baker.” 
   She explained, “We had two college friends who 
opened a Great Harvest in Wisconsin.” So they visited 
them. “It seemed like a good fit.” 
   “We did this leap of faith,” Barb said, “and it 
worked out.”  “I like to cook, and bake,” she said. 
  

(Continued on page 8) 



Ruby (CUMC’s unofficial mascot) is on “Chipmunk Patrol”  
outside the Alpine Library.  Last week, Travis, Cliff and Ruby 
successfully (and compassionately) cornered a chipmunk in the  
Library and returned it to its natural environment.  
 
Ruby reminds us that at this time of year we need to be cautious 
of “open doors” by remembering not to prop outside doors 
open. This will allow Travis (and Ruby) to rest easy as we move 
into the winter season! 

Thanks to Jacki Rodgers, a member of the trustees committee, 
(and her client at Edgebrook) we have been able to update the 
seating areas for the Grace Building, Trinity Building and the 
Alpine Door #6 entrance. Natalie and Travis did a great job  
replacing and moving items to provide a more welcoming  
atmosphere.  

The Worship Arts Open House was held on August 24 in the Alpine Coffee House to celebrate and thank all those who  
were involved in worship arts ministries (music, sound and media, liturgists) in the past year.  



Pierre Kahite, London Webster, Gabriella Molina Addyson Powell, Noah McDermott, Samantha Crane,  
Cadie Arthur 

Left to right: 
Back row:  Pastor Jane Eesley, Carter McGowan, Jonathan Hodges, Vivian Leppert, Cameron Riemer, Cole Schrank,  
Pastor Scott Himel 
Front row: Youth Director Jenny Thomas, Joseph Gibbons, Bronwyn Geddes, Darby McGowan, Dylan Hawes,  
Kaleigh Swafford, Karissa Lin, Grace Olson, Lily Olson, Nolan Taylor 

Third Grade Bibles, September 10, 2017 

Confirmation of  the Class of  2017—September 10, 2017 

Left to right: 
Alexis Roach, Piper Zehrung, Julianna Edwards,  
Hayden Roach, Lana Zehrung 



Title: Invitation to the Old Testament 
Teachers: Don Black & Pat Erickson 
Start Date: Monday, September 25th 
Meeting Time: 6:00 to 7:30 PM 
Frequency: Weekly, for 9 weeks 
Location: Alpine Dining Room 
Book Purchasing - The church asks that participants or-
der their own books from either Cokesbury.com or Ama-
zon.com. Average price is $16. 
Description: Explore the Old Testament's story of God 
and God's calling of the people of Israel through the many 
"voices" of the biblical text. Hear the magnificence of a 
Creation hymn, discover the law and wisdom teachings, 
listen to the warning of the prophets and explore the poet-
ry of the Song of Solomon. Ideal experience for adults who 
are interested in the practice of prayer and worship and 
would like to connect prayer practice with Scripture. The 
study is accessible for adults with little prior Bible experi-
ence. Participants gain a deeper understanding and appre-
ciation of the Old Testament as an integral part of the 
Christian Bible and a renewed discovery of our identity in 
God and God's vision for all things. 
Note: Invitation to the New Testament will be offered in 
the spring! 
 

Title: Disciple Bible Study 3: Remember Who You Are 
Teachers: Jan Klimek & Krina Goss 
Start Date: Monday, October 2nd 
Meeting Time: 2:00 to 4:00 PM 
Frequency: Weekly, for 32 weeks (there will be breaks!) 
Location: Trinity Building: Small Conference Room 
Description: Disciple III Remember Who You Are is the 
third study in the four-phase DISCIPLE program. The 
driving idea in this study is the connection between 
memory and identity as the people of God. The word You 
in the title is meant to be heard both in its singular form 
(the individual) and its plural form (the community). We 
are a community of memory. Participants in this 32 week 
study will read the major and minor Old Testament 
prophets, with the exception of Daniel, and will read the 
thirteen Letters traditionally attributed to Paul. To estab-
lish the historical context in which the prophets spoke for 
God, daily reading assignments draw also on the books of 
Deuteronomy through Chronicles. Several themes weave 
their way through the study – the call to remember; the 
call to repentance; the need for renewed vision; and the 
place of community. The prophets and Paul are continual-
ly calling hearers and readers back to their God and to a 
sense of who they are as a people "set apart." 
 

NEW!  
Title: JAM Parents 
Facilitator: Paula Versino 
Start Date for the Fall: Wednesday, October 18 
Meeting Time: 6:00 to 7:15 PM 
Frequency: Every week that JAM meets 
Location: Alpine Coffee House 
Description: Join us for a relaxing evening at the coffee 
house while your child/children attend JAM.  
Some activities include book studies, topics in parenting, 
game nights, and possibly knitting. Bring your ideas and  
your areas of expertise to our first meeting October 18! 
 
 
NEW! 
Title: Mercy with Justice 
Facilitator: Pastor Scott S. Himel 
Start Date for the Fall: Thursday, October 19th  
Meeting Time: 7:30 to 9:00 AM 
Frequency: 2nd & 4th Thursdays of the month 
Location: Alpine Coffee House 
Description: The aim of this group is twofold: reflect on 
the presence of injustice within our society and how we’re 
called by our faith to address it, then take action to address 
these issues. The first meeting of the month will be a time 
of reflection, sharing, and Scripture study focused on 
themes of mercy and justice; the second meeting of the 
month will involve an activity that addresses a particular 
need of our local or worldwide communities. Examples of 
activities might be serving breakfast to persons suffering 
from poverty, organizing the people of the church to sign a 
petition, arranging meetings with city officials about issues 
of injustice in the Rockford community, etc… The group 
will decide where to focus its energies and talents. The 
hope is that persons can attend this group, do some good in 
the world, and then head on their way to work. Please call 
or email Pastor Scott with any questions (630/212-9210 or 
shimel@christumc.cc).  

 
Adult Classes and Groups 

 

You may call the church office at 815-399-5910 to 
sign up for the classes.  Sign up sheets are also  

available at the Connection Center, along with book 
order forms.  Please call the office if you  

have any questions. 

mailto:shimel@christumc.cc

