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When a loved one dies, whether long anticipated or un-
expected, the wash of emotions can overwhelm even the 
strongest soul. 
 
Yet the immediate mourning process also demands plan-
ning of funerals. When? Where? How? 
 
For members of Christ United Methodist Church, that 
work is made much easier by the 16 volunteers of the 
Funeral Guild and the numerous loving organizers of 
funeral luncheons. 
 
“The primary purpose of the guild is to provide a pres-
ence of caring,” team member of the Guild Gayle George 
says. 
 
“Guild members are sensitive to the fact 
that persons coming through our doors 
are at different levels of grief,” she adds. 
“They keep that in mind as they serve as 
hosts and ushers during a funeral or me-
morial service. They help with many of 
the details freeing up the pastors to en-
gage in vital ministry.” 
 
As leader of the guild, facilitator George connects with 
the funeral homes before the services to create a team 
ministry. Her next task is to secure three or four volun-
teers to serve. 
 
“It is the most meaningful aspect of my ministry at Christ 
UMC,” George says. 
 
“My niece, Carrie, recently asked, ‘Isn’t this too sad for 
you to do?’ Yes, there are times I shed tears,” she adds, 
“but at the same time I find the services so up lifting and 
inspirational. I get to hear amazing stories of how per-
sons have lived out their faith by serving others.         
The intricacies of each person’s life amazes me.” 

In times of  grief 
                           CUMC volunteers make funerals easier for mourning families    By Mark McGowan 
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Once a service is over, it’s usually time for the families 
and their loved ones and friends to continue their shar-
ing over food. 
 
Joyce Lantz, who co-chairs the Alpine Center luncheon 
team with Marion Kern, knows the value of that minis-
try. She lost her husband in January of 2015. 
 
“Marion and I both look on this as anything we can do 
to ease the burden. We just feel it’s a niche we like being 
able to fill for the church,” Lantz says. ”People think it’s 
so wonderful to not have to think about these things 
when they’re dealing with so many other things.” 
 

After the pastor has met with the family 
and determined the time of service and 
estimated number of guests, Joyce and 
Marion are notified by Linda Kuntz. 
Families are charged a minimal per-
person fee and that money is donated to 
the United Methodist Women.  A 
“dessert and drinks” option is also availa-
ble if requested. 
 

Working from their extensive volunteer list, salads, bars 
and helpers for the day are obtained. Other food is pur-
chased from Gray’s IGA.  Meat, cheese and relish trays 
are assembled by the kitchen volunteers.  Tables are set 
and decorated, often with favorite colors of the deceased 
or crafts made by them. No hot food is served and the 
food is presented buffet style. 
 
We always appreciate getting new helpers - both men 

and women! 

Natalie and Travis King assist beforehand by setting up 
tables. Other volunteers help with serving food and 
washing dishes. 

 In Times of Grief (continued on page 7)  
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We do that?! 
“To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the com-
mon good… All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, 
who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit choos-
es….For just as the body is one and has many members, and all 
the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is 
with Christ.” (I Corinthians12:7, 11-12) 
 
One of the blessings of being part of a larger church is 
that there are so many ways to get involved and so many 
ministries going on at any time. 
 
One of the challenges of being part of a larger church is 
that there is no way to know all the ministries.  It can feel 
overwhelming to try to find your niche.  It’s also too easy 
to underestimate the impact of the church, because of  
being unaware of all the ways we serve.   
 
When we hire staff members who are also church mem-
bers, it’s always fun to hear their sense of wonder at all 
the ways the church is involved.  Universally, I hear from 
them how impressed they are by our staff:  their dedica-
tion, skill, and hard work are truly amazing.  It is my 
pleasure to agree with them on this point. 
 
It is also true that some of the best stories of Christ at 
work are confidential.  As one of your pastors, I have the 
privilege of watching lives changed by the Holy Spirit 
and the ministry of the church.  It is beautiful to watch 
how the church family gathers to support people in need.  
It is a privilege to make Good Samaritan funds available 
to a family in difficult economic straits or with an unex-
pected medical emergency.  I am grateful for our Trinity 
Counseling Center and the subsidized counseling we have 
been able to make available to persons who are bereaved, 
traumatized, or struggling to support family members 
with severe mental illness.  Perhaps my favorite  

A Word from the Senior Pastor 

experience in ministry is watching the way that people 
come alive as their faith in Jesus Christ grows. 
 
If you are not already involved in the congregation’s min-
istries, I encourage you to do so now.  It is very fulfilling 
to serve, and our faith grows as we witness God’s action 
in our midst.  There are so many ways to get involved: 
 
 Greeters before worship 

 Fellowship time hosts (refreshments) 

 Participating in an Adult Education class 

 Tutoring with Maria Montessori Elementary School 

 Helping to teach Sunday School or volunteering with 
youth ministry 

 Joining the prayer chain 

 Serving as a Carry the Light visitation volunteer 
 
Please contact our church office (815/399-5910 or e-mail 
info@christumc.cc) if you’d like to learn more.  I trust 
that you too would soon be impressed to see all that the 
Spirit is doing in our midst. 
 
Peace, 
 

 Jane 

 

Journey with Jane 



Alpine Center 
(MAILING ADDRESS FOR  

BOTH CENTERS): 
4509 Highcrest Road 
Rockford, Il  61107 

Phone:  815-399-5910 
Office Hours: Monday—Friday 

8:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday Worship Services 
Blended Worship Services: 

8:00 and 9:30 a.m. 
     Celebration Service:  

11:00 a.m. 

Our Master’s Center 
5973 Darlene Drive 
Rockford, Il  61109 

Phone: (815)399-5910 
   

Sunday Worship Service 
9:30 a.m. Child care is available 

Rev. Jane Eesley, Sr. Pastor 
jeesley@christumc.cc 

Rev. Scott Himel, Assoc. Pastor 
shimel@christumc.cc 

Rev. Deanna Mede, Assoc. Pastor 
dmede@christumc.cc 

Welcome to Christ United Methodist Church! 
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The Flame is a monthly publication of 
Christ United Methodist Church,  
available by mail or online at 
www.christumc.cc. 
Editor—Linda Kuntz 
Features Writers—Don Black,  
Mark McGowan, Beth A. Palm, 
Contributing Photographer— 
Joe Whinnery 
Director of  Worship Arts—Jody 
Warren 
Director of Communications—Emily 
Muserallo 

Christ UMC Facebook Pages 
Christ United Methodist Church page 

https://www.facebook.com/cumcrockford/?fref=ts 
Christ UMC Children’s and Family Ministries page 

https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry/?fref=ts 
Christ UMC Student Ministries page 

https://www.facebook.com/studentministriescumc/  

Check out our website at: 
www.christumc.cc 

https://www.facebook.com/cumcrockford/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/studentministriescumc/
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                             UMW Circle Schedule 
The United Methodist Women invite all women of  
the church to their circle meetings. Visitors are  
welcome and encouraged!  To learn more about  
each circle, contact Carla White-Carpenter at  
815-885-3425  Some circles do not meet in the  
summer. 
 

Out to Lunch Bunch 
Thursday, October 27 at 12:30 pm 

at Toni’s of Winnebago 
508 Elida Street, Winnebago, IL 

To make your reservations and if you need directions, 
call Joan Gray at 815-964-3854. by October 25. 

   

Martha Circle 
Martha Circle will hold its monthly meeting on 
Wednesday, October 12 at 1230 pm in Fellowship 
Hall.  We will be working on our project for the Ten-
der Loving Crafts Show and Sale and will need lots of 
help!  Mark your calendar and come for fellowship, 
food and the project.  If you have questions, please call 
Wilma at 815-877-3465 or Donna at 815-877-5381. 
 

Harmony Circle 
The October 11 meeting will be at the home of Mari-
lyn Rothermel at 9:30 am.  We will be studying Chap-
ter 11, There’s More to Life Than Two Front Teeth. All 
are welcome to join us.  If you have any questions, con-
tact Jo Hellmich at 815-639-3074. 
 

Caravan Circle 
Carol Beaman will be the speaker—the title of her talk 
is “It’s Always Saturday, Except When It’s Sunday.”   
At Our Master’s Center, on Wednesday, October 19, 
9:30 am.  Sandra Chhatpar will have devotions. 
 

Rebekah Circle, Oct. 12 

    Rebekah Circle will meet in Alpine Center's Fellow-
ship Hall kitchen at 9:30 a.m. on Wednesday,  
October 12, to assemble cookie mixes and soup mixes 
in quart jars for TLC.  This will be an informal social 
time--a good time to visit Rebekah Circle and meet 
people.  There will also be devotions and refresh-
ments.  If you want more information, please call  
Gennie Schultz, 815 877-3405, or Mary English,  
815 397-4883. 

UMW Greeting Card Sales  
at Alpine Center 

Cards made by the Card Creators of our UMW will be 
available for sale on Sunday, October 9 and October 23 in 
Fellowship Hall between services.  We have many catego-
ries and they all sell for 75 cents. 

Bake Sale for Tyler Levine 
We will be having a church-wide bake sale on Sunday,  
October 23 between services.  All who can, please bring 
your favorite “sweet stuff” and buy one from someone else!  
Let’s all pitch in and help Tyler. 

 
UMW Thank Offering Sunday 

October 23, 2016 
 

     World Thank Offering is defined as “Spontaneous,  
additional gifts we give out of gratitude throughout the 
year for God’s abundance and in celebration of the joys of 
life.” 
     The offering, which will be collected at all three services 
at Alpine Center, and the service at Our Master’s Center, 
goes to mission giving of the United Methodist Women 
working through the General Board of Global Ministries. 
      Our giving is channeled to ministries with women,  
children, and youth in the United States and all over the 
world. 
     Put your offering in the specially marked envelope on 
October 23 or send to the church office marked clearly for 
“UMW Thank Offering.” 

Judith Thorn 
UMW Mission Coordinator 

Of Education & Interpretation 
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                 Financial Information    

Q: What is the Operating Budget? 
A: This covers the day-to-day operations of the church.  The operating budget is annually approved by Finance and 
Leadership Team.  It covers salaries, building expenses and programming (such as music, youth and adult education).  
Q: What is the Capital Campaign? 
A: The Capital Campaign (also known as Ditch the Debt or DTD) began in May 2015 and will conclude after 3 years.  
All money received goes directly toward outstanding debt.  Since the beginning of the campaign, around $35,000 has 
been saved in interest expenses alone. 
Q: How do the Operating Budget and Capital Campaign work together? 
A: The principal portion of the monthly mortgage payment is funded by Capital Campaign money ($6000 per month).  
This frees up room on the expense side of the Operating Budget to start the “Grow our Ministries” side of the cam-
paign.  That includes hiring a full-time Director of Children’s and Family Ministries, hiring a part-time Director of 
Communications and also starting on some long overdue Trustees projects.   
Q: What is a Restricted Fund? 
A:  A restricted fund is designated for a specific purpose.  Examples of restricted funds are Memorials, Thanksgiving 
Baskets and Work Camp.  The Capital Campaign has its own restricted fund also.  All money received for restricted 
funds go into a savings account to be used for its intended purpose. 
Q: What is the General Fund? 
A:  The general fund is NOT designated for a specific purpose.  This is how the Operating Budget (see above) is fund-
ed.  This fund is where annually pledged contributions go.  When general fund money comes in, it goes into a checking 
account to pay bills.   
Q:  How does Our Master’s Center fit into the picture? 
A:  OMC is completely integrated into the operating budget.  There are no separate line items for income or expenses 
related to OMC.  Thus, it is not considered a separate “cost center.”  Just a reminder, there is no mortgage payment 
associated with OMC.    
Q: What about the Preschool?  How does that work? 
A: Unlike OMC, the Preschool is a separate “cost center.”  That means their income and expenses are tracked separate-
ly outside of the Operating Budget.  The church office still handles all of the Preschool cash.  All of the tuition money 
goes into the same checking account used for the church.  The church also handles paying all of the bills for the Pre-
school.  Annually, the Preschool usually makes $20,000-$30,000 net profit which goes towards the overall financial 
health of CUMC.   
Q: Do we still have any rental property on Comanche?  How is that related to the church? 
A:  Yes, we still have one remaining rental property at 1424 Comanche.  It is currently rented out on a month-to-
month basis.  Like the Preschool, it is a separate “cost center.”  All rent income and expenses are tracked separately 
outside of the Operating Budget.  Also, like the Preschool, the church office handles all of the cash for the rental prop-
erty and goes into our same checking account.  Depending on expenses, the property usually does contribute a small 
amount towards the overall financial health of CUMC.   

Save the Date:   
Planned Giving Seminar  

October 24th 6:30-8:00 p.m.  
Alpine Dining Room 

 
This is an informational session for anyone who wants to learned more about Planned Giving and how it relates to 
Christ UMC.  Planned giving could include wills, estates, trusts, bequests, etc.  A local professional, Mike Cyrs from 
Savant Capital Management, will give a brief presentation and then be available for questions.  Mike is an estate and 
wealth transfer advisor with over 20 years’ experience.  This info session is open to all ages and childcare will be 
provided.  If you would like to learn more about how to remember Christ UMC in your legacy, we encourage you to 
attend! 

If  you missed the Financial Open Forums that were held recently, following is some 
information to review.  These questions were covered during the forums.   
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CUMC Senior Fellowship Group 
Friday, October 21 

Dining Room, Alpine Center 
  Come and join this group for those who are age 65 
or better for a wonderful homemade lunch and  
fellowship with your friends. After lunch, we’ll be enter-
tained by some of the acts for Senior Follies this year.  
 
Please call the church office at 815-399-5910 to make your 
reservation by Monday, October 16.  Please join us!      

WOWS  
Widows Or Widowers and Singles 

Open to all single women  
age 65 and over 

 
In October: 

On Tuesday, October 18, the WOWS will have lunch 
at Nunzio’s.  We will meet there at noon.  To make a 
reservation or if you have questions, please call Sandi at 
815-963-7634.  Donations for Shelter Care Ministries 
would be appreciated. 

In November: 
It will be a time to share what we are thankful for on 
Wednesday, November 16.  Meet at the Olive Garden at 
12:30 pm.  Contact Helen Muir for information at 
helenmuir33@gmail.com. 

Fellowship News 

Scrapbooking/Stamping is Scheduled  
On Saturday, 10/15  from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the Trinity 
Center.  Stay for all day or just a half day - whatever fits 
your schedule.  Not everyone in the group scrapbooks. 
Some are stamping or working on other projects so join us 
for a fun day of crafting!  If children will be joining us, it's 
requested they be at least middle school age.  As always, 
please bring money for a lunch, a snack to share and your 
own beverage.  We will enjoy lunch at the craft show and, 
of course, you'll have time to check out the crafts.  Hope to 
see on the 15th of October.  Call Mary Hicks for more in-
formation at 815-742-1136. 

 
 
 

MOMS Group is a 
time to relax and 

connect with other 
moms. Join us for 
fellowship, crafts, 
community guest 

speakers, coffee and 
FUN!  

 
If interested in  

attending, please 
contact Emily 
Muserallo at 

emuseral-
lo@christumc.cc.  

 

Oct. 28 Movie Night: A story about wearing masks 

     The Oct. movie is definitely not a Halloween movie, but it is a story of pretense and masquerades.  Come and 
enjoy Albert Nobbs (2011) on Fri., Oct. 28.  It's not scary!  Glenn Close stars as Alfred Nobbs in this film set in late-
19th-century Ireland.  The movie is rated R for implied sex and violence.  Movie night is an evening of free enter-
tainment for adults.  It starts with munchies and conversation at 6:15 p.m.  The movie begins at 6:30, and a discus-
sion follows.  It's over by 9:30.  If you want more information about the movie, check out reviews on the Internet or 
call Mary English, 815 397-4883. 

mailto:emuserallo@christumc.cc
mailto:emuserallo@christumc.cc
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Youth Perspective; Church News 

A Fresh Take… 

The Youth Perspective 
By Katie Childs 

This season is a time for many things, such as visits to 
the apple orchard, pumpkin carving, and yard clean-up. 
It is also a time for Confirmation–as we saw in Septem-
ber when youth of our church were confirmed into mem-
bership. This act of dedication to one’s faith has been 
repeated year after year by multiple different young 
adults; I remember distinctly the day I was confirmed, as 
if it were just yesterday. Each time this event comes 
around, we not only get to watch people confirm their 
faith, but we’re challenged to reconfirm ours as well–
maybe not in the same baptismal way, but in a personal, 
reflective manner.  
 
These moments allow us to really take a look at our re-
lationship with God and think about how we’ve pursued 
growth and how we haven’t; how we’ve made time for 
Him and how we haven’t; what we want our spirituality 
to look like and how we don’t want it to look. All the 
things that come with being a Christian are things we 
need to reanalyze every now and then. And what better 
time to tackle this than during the most beautiful time of 
the year, when we’re constantly reminded of God’s art-
istry? As we enter the end of the season, I challenge you 
and myself to take a look at our faith and how it is shap-
ing our lives into the ones God has planned for us. 

Red Wagon Sunday Pantry Collection  
Sunday, October 16 

 The Red Wagon Sunday collection of non-
perishable food and monetary contributions for local food 
pantries is October 16. 
 Canned fruits and vegetables, cereal, macaroni & 
cheese, peanut butter, rice & pasta and other non-
perishable food is always needed. Wagons and other 
containers will be located for your donations upon 
entry to the church at both Centers. 
 Monetary donations can be made by writing a 
check to CUMC with "food pantry" noted on the memo 
line. The number of people having a food crisis is still 
high and your support of those most in need is still vital. 

Fight Hunger One Step at a Time 
Join the Rockford Area  

CROP Hunger Walk 
Sunday, October 16 

Help combat hunger locally and globally by joining hun-
dreds in either participating in the annual walk or spon-
soring someone who is walking.  More information will 
be available at the sign up desk in the Alpine Fellowship 
Hall and Our Master’s Center. Or you can contact Ken 
Walker at 815-540-3423 or Judy Schultz at 815-398-
8940.  

Help Needed at the Soup Kitchen 
We need people who are willing to become certified in 
sanitation to work with Ken Walker’s Emmanuel Lu-
theran Soup Kitchen group on the second Sunday of 
each month, 9:00 am—1:30 pm.  If you are interested in 
further information, please email sandikelly1@aol.com.  

 
In 2015, both the church parson-
ages were entirely paid off giving 
us the opportunity to save even 
more with our Alpine property 
mortgage payments.  The savings 
in interest help us reduce the debt 
even further and re-direct funds 
toward ministry.  
 

We celebrate that we’ve saved approximately $35,000 in 
interest payments! 

“People who come from outside the church just can’t be-
lieve the church does this,” Lantz says, “and the ladies 
who come are so dedicated to making everything run so 
smoothly.” 
 
Linda Slife and Melinda Hagerman from Our Master’s 
are new to the Guild.  It is one Guild serving both  
Centers. 
 
“It’s important because these families are dealing with 
every possible emotion. They should not have to be 
thinking about the logistics of things, and it’s important 
for them to know that everything is going perfectly,” 
says Hagerman, a longtime funeral director now retired 
from Fitzgerald Funeral Home. 
 
“People need some type of ritual to honor the ones 
they’ve loved, and they also need to be emotionally con-
nected to what’s happening at the service,” she adds. “The 
Funeral Guild is a ministry that lets the people we care 
about so much feel that their path is a little less cumber-
some.” 

 In Times of Grief (continued from page 1)  

 



Travis King, continued from back page 

  “I was a runaway,” he said.  He lived with friends and slept 
on couches. 
   When he was 14, he lied about his age to get a job 
at a bottling company. That went fine until one day a pop 
bottle exploded and cut his hand, so he had to go to the 
hospital.  When the company learned his true age, he was 
let go. 
   Travis has a brother and a sister, who eventually 
went their different ways too.  He pointed out that he’s had 
some good mentors in his life as he went through the 
School of Hard Knocks.  But he was interested in factory 
work, so he did that and worked at Ingersoll for a while.  
He also got experience working for a 
realty company which was “flipping 
houses.” 
   Recently he used that experi-
ence to remodel an unused kitchen in 
the Grace Building into two offices.  On 
Mondays and Tuesdays of his job, Travis said he “fixes 
things.” On Fridays he trims.  What the church needs, he 
says, is a maintenance facility.  “That would be phenome-
nal,” he said. “Things are scattered all over the campuses.” 
   “It’s a job, but it doesn’t feel like one,” he said 
about working at the church. He explained that in the facto-
ry you never know what happens to the thing you made. At 
the church, you help someone who needs something, and 
afterwards “the appreciation is there,” he said. “ It’s like 
family.” 
   The Kings come to the 9:30 worship at Alpine, 
when they come to church — after being in the church all 

week.  Travis didn’t attend church until he met Na-
talie. He met her on the Fourth of July in 2002 and 
enjoyed the fireworks with her near the old Ingersoll 
building. 
  Nowadays they return to the exact spot … on the 
manhole in the alley behind Ingersoll .. to celebrate 
with their children, Elijah, 13, and Nikayla, 11, who 
attend Flinn Middle School. 
   His 18-year-old son from an earlier marriage, 
Travis Jr., died in 2014. 
     The family lives on two acres near Perryville 
and Harrison and look across the road at the quilt 

shop.  “It’s a beautiful view, of the 
farmhouse, barn and stuff,” he point-
ed out. 
  Travis is preparing the 
church’s old tractor, used to mow the 
lawns or snow removal, for sale. He 

uses his own mower for the church’s and his acreage. 
He explained, however, that the church maintains his 
mower. 
   Travis doesn’t dwell on his background. He 
says it offers a “huge opportunity to tell people about 
his past and help them.” 
   When asked what his hobby is, he replied, 
“My kids.” But Travis has returned to riding a bike — 
bicycle, that is. The family enjoys riding together. One 
of their routes is about 30 miles, from their farm to 
Rock Cut State Park, into downtown Rockford and 
back home. 
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Flu Shot Clinic at Christ UMC Alpine Center 
Sunday, October 23, 9:00 am—noon, Alpine Dining Room 

 
Walgreen’s will be giving flu shots at Alpine Center on Sunday morning, Octo-
ber 23.  Plan to stop by on that day and get your flu shot before or after church.  
The flu shots are covered for no charge under many insurances, including Blue-
Cross/BlueShield, Medicaid, and Medicare.  If you don’t have insurance or your 
insurance doesn’t cover the vaccine, the flu shot would cost $25.99.  Information 
sheets about the flu vaccines will be available at the Connection Center soon.  
You do not need to sign up in advance, just come on that Sunday and bring your 
insurance card with you.  The forms that need to be completed will be available 

                 at the Connection Center one or two weeks before October 23 if you would like 
to fill those out ahead of time and bring it with you.  Or you can complete the form on the day of the clinic. 
 
If you are interested in receiving any other vaccines, such as whooping cough, pneumonia, and meningi-
tis,  please call Linda Kuntz at the church office, 815-399-5910, or lindakuntz@christumc.cc no later than  
October 14 so that the vaccine can be ordered. 



 I moved to Rockford in the summer of 1981. 
On my quest to find a Methodist church, I stopped in 
one Sunday to Christ United Methodist Church. A 
couple of weeks went by, when at six a.m. on a Sunday 
morning, there was a knock on my door. Standing 
there were three smiling faces on people I did not 
know. Two of them were Doug and Ruth Yeager,  
inviting me to a “Come as You Are Breakfast” at 
Christ United Methodist Church. I said I would go. I 
met a few people and attended the church for several 
years.  
 I started missing Sundays and eventually 
stopped going to church. Ten years or so went by. 
Then in August of 2003 while my parents were vaca-
tioning in Australia, I received a call from my Dad, 
saying my Mom had passed away in Fiji. I hung up 
the phone and opened a window. I heard the song 
"Amazing Grace.” My neighbor was on his deck play-
ing  "Amazing Grace" on his saxophone. He has never 
done this before or ever again. This was my "God" 
moment.  
 I started coming to church again, asking what 
should I do? Jody announced she was looking for vol-
unteers to help with the media presentations. Since 
then, I have been helping with the media presenta-
tions at the 8:00 o’clock worship services. I also pre-

Gary Chessare 

pare the All Saints Day 
worship service presen-
tation photos which 
remember and celebrate 
the lives of all of our 
church members who 
have died in the year. I 
have helped with plant-
ing flowers around the church,  and fall cleanup, I have 
served as greeter and communion server.  
Recently, I have completed Bible Study - Disciple Two and 
will be taking Bible Study - Disciple Four this fall. 
 I met my lovely wife Debra in 1987, we were mar-
ried in April 1989. We have enjoyed traveling to many 
countries around the world and traveled throughout the 
US. We have enjoyed bicycling and have taken several 10 
day bicycle trips. We also enjoy gardening, kayaking and 
flying. Debbie enjoys quilting and recently won second 
place at the Madison Quilt show. 
 I have retired from Sundstrand (UTC) and I am 
working part time for Ingenium Technologies. Debbie has 
been retired after a 34 year teaching career in the Rockford 
School district. 
 

By Gary Chessare 
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 Our school year is in full swing and we have had a great start to our school year.  We 
are enjoying getting to meet all of the new children and their families.  If you are interested or 
know of someone that is interested in enrolling for this school year, we still have a few TTH 
spots available.  Call the preschool office at 815-398-1458 or email us at  
preschool@christumc.cc for more information.  
 We held our annual Open House for the families of our preschool students on  
September 23. Everyone had a wonderful time showing off all their art work and school to their 

family and friends.  Each student got to participate in a scavenger hunt and received a book to take home. 
 October will be a busy month for the preschool and the staff.  We have our fall conferences coming up this 
month, this is a great time for parents and teachers to meet and discuss how the children are doing developmentally and 
helps our staff to develop lesson plans and activities to help the children reach their full potential. 
 We will also be having our annual Halloween parade on Monday, October 31st at 11am outside in the courtyard 
bye the preschool building.  The children will parade around the building and courtyard in costume and then have a 
Halloween treat and activities in their classrooms.  This is always a fun event and the children love to get to show off 
their costumes. 
 The Preschool will also be beginning their annual ButterBraid fundraiser on Monday, October 31st.  We have 
decided to hold our fundraiser in the fall instead of spring this year.  The past several years, we have had lower sales due 
to other area schools holding their ButterBraid fundraisers around the same time.  We will be taking orders Monday, 
October 31st – Friday, November 11.  They will be delivered to the preschool Wednesday, November 16.  Look for more 
information on our website and our Facebook page in the next few weeks. 

mailto:preschool@christumc.cc
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27th Annual Tender Loving Craft Show and Sale: Saturday, October 15, 9:00 – 3:00  

 
October is here, and the 15th is fast approaching!  The craft show is sponsored by the United Methodist Women, with 
contributions from all sectors of CUMC and over 30 outside crafters.  The UMW Craft booth will welcome your hand 
made crafts.  Please bring them on either Thursday the 13th or Friday the 14th to their booth area, which will be down-
stairs in the Sunday School rooms— look for the signs.  Questions?  Please call Sally Plath; 815-398-7541.  
Remember:  All proceeds go to missions! 
 

Lunch at TLC—Served from 11:00 am – 1:00 pm   

When planning your shopping at TLC, include having  lunch in the Dining Room!  The menu will be: Audrey Johnson’s 
famous turkey barbecue sandwich, chips, veggies, grapes and brownie.  Cost will be $7.00 with drink included.  A great 
menu at a great price! 

TLC Resale Booth 
It is now time to bring in your fall and winter upscale women’s clothing and accessories for resale.  The collection point 
is the clothes racks  across from the restrooms at Alpine Center— look for the sign.  LeeAnn Mowbray urges you to 
bring them as soon as possible so they can be sorted.  This is an opportunity to shop for your new wardrobe!! 
 

TLC Bake Sale 
We all like a homemade sweet treat, and a popular place to purchase them is at the TLC Bake Sale.  All bakers are urged 
to contribute their favorite items; some of the popular ones are small loaves of bread, cookies, and sugar free items. Bring 
to the bakery area in the Alpine Dining Room all day Friday; please label what it is and if it has nuts. Do not price.  
Questions?  Please call Jennifer Melenas at 815-282- 6088. 
 

And …Pie Sale! 
Patti Walker, 815-229-1321, is urging all pie bakers to contribute their favorite two crust/no cream filling pies!  Small 
sizes sell well, and everyone loves a fresh homemade pie.  Also bring to the Alpine Dining Room on Friday, October 14, 
2016. 
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Dates to Remember 
October 

2 - World Communion Sunday 
    *  Teacher’s Meeting at 5pm  
5 - Wednesday Night Programming 
9 – Fall Bash at OMC (4:00 pm—5:30 pm) 
12- Wednesday Night Programming 
14 – Moms Group Meeting 
16 – Rockford Area Crop Hunger Walk 
         Walk. Give. Change the World. 
19 – Wednesday Night Programming 
26 – Wednesday Night Programming 
28 – Moms Group meeting at the Alpine Coffee House 
28 - Community Trunk or Treat (6:00—7:30 pm ) 
 

Join us every Wednesday and have fun! 
 

J. A. M.—Jesus and Me  (Ages 4 – 5th Grades) 
 Jesus and Me meets from 6:00 pm. to 7:30 pm. 
They meet in the Great Hall located at our Alpine Center. 
The children will experience Jesus by song, Bible stories, 
crafts and play time with our youth and adult leaders! 
 
Family Ministry Meal—Free Dinner for all with a free 
will donation, at 5:30 pm in the Great Hall—Alpine Center 
 
Praise Kids Choir— Kids ages 4 to 1st Grade are welcome 
to join us, we meet every Wednesday from 5:00 pm—
5:30pm in Room #7 – Pre-school room.  
 
Joyful Noise Choir— Kids from 2nd Grade to 8th Grade 
can join this choir. They meet every Wednesday from 5:00 
pm—5:30 pm in the Great Hall by the Choir Room. 
.  
Puppet Ministry—8th graders to 12th graders are  
welcome to join, 5:00 pm at Room 6 downstairs –Alpine  
Center. 

 
  

  

 

 

Sunday School Schedule 
 

8:00 a.m.  

*Infants and Toddlers: (Nursery Room) 

*No Sunday School  
 

9:30 am Alpine Center 

*Infants and Toddlers: (Nursery Room) 

*Pre-School Class – Ages 4 to Kindergarten  
         (Room #7) 

*1st Grade – 3rd Grade Class (Room #1) 

*4th Grade – 5th Grade Class (Room # 3) 

 

Note: 

All children begin in the Sanctuary and are dis-

missed after Children's Message except for the first 

Sunday of the month, Kindergarten- 5th grade chil-

dren will begin downstairs. We will all come up to-

gether to take communion and go back to their 

Sunday School classes. 

 

9:30 am OMC 

*Infants and Toddlers: (Nursery Room) 

*Pre-School-Kindergarten Class (Nursery Room) 

*1st Grade – 5th Grade Class (Sunday School Room) 
 

Note: 

 Begin in Sanctuary for the children’s time and  

        dismissed to go to Sunday School  

 

11:00 am Alpine Center 

*Infants and Toddlers: (Nursery Room) 

*Pre-School Class – Ages 4 to Kindergarten   
         (Room #7) 
*1st Grade – 5th Grade Class (Room #1) 

 

Note:  

Children’s communion every Sunday 



October 1 
Rachel Nelson 
Amy Olson 
Marty Spaulding 
Heather Sweeney 
Laura Widstrom 
 
October 2 
Mikayla Barkley 
Kim Beasley 
Muriel Breuer 
Adam Johannes 
Dana Kiley 
Amy Nickel 
Paula Sullivan 
Ruth Swanson 
Ty Unangst 
 
October 3 
Arron Buck 
Thomas Crombie 
Chad McMillin 
Jacob Schoff 
Norma Smith 
Cameron Stram 
 
October 4 
John Frankenberg 
Nancy Halverson 
LeeAnn Mowbray 
 
October 5 
Melvin Fosler 
Madie Miller 
Christy Morgan 
Melissa Pratt 
Laura Stroup 
 
October 6 
Breanna Arthur 
Michelle Clark 
Lane Martin 
Phil Plath 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 7 
Haylee Horkheimer 
Sandi Johnson 
Lois Kretschmer 
Laura Meehan 
Carl Smith 
Christopher Yaun 
 
October 8 
Larry Cox 
Pat Garkey 
Sophia Gottlick 
Byron Janke 
Ryan Nowicki 
Britta Peterson 
Gail Pickering 
Stu Swanson 
 
October 9 
Anton Anderson 
Betty Faist 
Linda Springer 
Stephanie Unangst 
Greg Wermager 
Joe Whinnery 
 
October 10 
Jan Edwards 
Ben Fisher 
Chris Hawes 
Mike Slife 
Jim Snyder 
 
October 11 
Diane Helsel 
Gordon Wesner 
 
October 12 
Karrie Cordray 
Madelynn Fisher 
Marissa Lester 
David Schafman 
Linda Sipe 
Stephanie Eller 
 
October 13 
Roger Corrigan 
Cathie Holmgaard 
Bradley Katzen 
Justin Last 
Ryan McMillin 
Molly Mink 
Bill Trevey 
 
October 14 
Bob Laskey 
Senica Springer 
Keith Buteyn 
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October 15 
Alan Beaman 
Ruth Ann Eilders 
Nancy Trevey 
Kathy Wight 
 
October 16 
Arlene Adden 
Kurt Harris 
Melinda Hagerman 
Amber Johnson 
Martha Janke 
Abuk Mathiang 
 
October 17 
Marge Humphries 
Samuel Kiley 
 
October 18 
Susan Sweeney 
Gedeon Trias 
Shari Williams 
 
October 19 
Hayden Hough 
Jan Klimek 
Ken Lateer 
Jack Leppert 
Evan Mathews 
Jackie Basso 
Michael Taylor 
 
October 20 
Mark Bradel 
Debraruth Hayag 
Christy McGowan 
Kathy Rasmus 
 
October 21 
Korey Coffer 
Megan Poynor 
Richard Schmaling 
Olivia Stram 
 
October 22 
Gabriella Molina 
Alexander Huber 
Camryn Swindell 

October 23 
Phil Grover 
Barb Hansen 
Pam Herrmann 
Gary Kaufman 
Bud Knodle 
Pat Nelson 
 
October 25 
Teresa Hageman 
Daniel Persinger 
Tom Seeling 
Tim LaRue 
 
October 26 
Robert Ash 
Jackie Gay 
Erik Palm 
Lynn Spaulding 
Shelby Volz 
Dennis Gay 
 
October 27 
Ann Daniels 
Peg Halpin 
Jill Kurth 
Steve Merritt 
Mary Anne Rounds 
 
October 28 
John Adden 
Joanne Stewart 
Taz Tuschen 
JoEllen Vause 
 
October 30 
Sally Dawkins 
Jacob Langley 
Brandon Istad 
Jaxson Pierce 
Rebecca Pink 
Lorene Schurr 
Colton Scribner 
Deb Whinnery 
 
October 31 
Carol Arreguin 
Sabrina Knapp 
Courtney Prentice 

Birthdays; Children’s Coat Drive 

Children’s Coat Drive  
October 10-23, 2016 

The children’s coat drive for Rockford Public Schools 
homeless, sponsored by the Outreach Committee, will take 
place October 10-23.  Please put new or gently used coats 
in the marked cabinet in the narthex at Alpine Center and 
in the bin at Our Master’s Center. Thank you for your 
love and care for the children as we head into the winter 
months. 



The Church is People 
Sympathy to: 
Lois Kretschmer, Sharon and Harold Hawes,  and 
family on the death of Lois’  husband, Franklin, 
who died on August 30 
 
Art Webb and Wes Webb on the death of Art’s 
brother, Bruce Webb 
 
Scott and Linda Springer and family on the death 
of Linda’s father 
 

Baptisms: 
Alexander Steven Collins, son of William and 
Chelsea Collins, on September 18 
 
Beau William Miner, son of Andrew and Amy 
Miner, on September 25 
 

Congratulations: 
Congratulations to those who were confirmed on 
Sunday, September 18: 

Jackson Clark 
Tim Gaumond 
Joshua Harper 

Sam Hayag 
Hailey Hunter 
Jared Jacobsen 

Ian Knapp 
Shelby Martin 

Kate Moore 
Brady Nickel 

Hayden Nickel 

Anniversaries; The Church is People Page 13 

October 1 
Jim and Vicki Tuschen 
John and Arlene Adden 
 
October 2 
Tricia and Roger Corrigan 
 
October 3 
Tom and Judy Cox 
Bruce and Michele Johnson 
 
October 4 
Jack and Janna Becherer 
 
October 5 
Ann and John Frankenberg 
Jim and Lynn Ulrich 
Jeff and Teri Watts 
 
October 6 
Dick and Pat Garkey 
Phil and Beth Rives 
Julie and Mark Trojniar 
 
October 7 
Sabrina and Greg Knapp 
Manuel and Marci Molina 
 
October 8 
Bill and Janelle Calow 
Dave and Diane Robinson 
Mike and Elizabeth Steward 
Rhonda and Bruce Allen 
 
October 9 
Laura and Craig Barkley 
Viane and Mike Staniszewski 
 
October 10 
Mark and Alina Hedberg 
Marla and David Raffety 
 
October 11 
Mark West and 
    Melissa Sarver-West 
 
October 12 
John and Betsy Leverenz 
Jill and Leon Saul 
 
 
 
 

October 13 
Jimmie and Rebecca Alston 
David and Lynn Morlan 
Jeannine and Aloysius Ruefer 
 
October 14 
Cory and Rachel Schrank 
 
October 15 
Jeff and Cathie Holmgaard 
Tom Kerr and Nancy Cleburn 
 
October 16 
Marc and Lara McKinney 
 
October 17 
Jack and Michelle Clark 
Bob and Mary Hicks 
 
October 18 
Gail and Marilyn Rothermel 
 
October 20 
John and Cindy Wiles 
 
October 21 
Dave and Liezl Carlson 
Ruth and Doug Yeager 
 
October 22 
Dave and Deena Lantz 
 
October 23 
Jaci and Nathan Riggins 
Ruth and Stu Swanson 
 
October 25 
Jack and Jane Gilbert 
 
October 24 
Sheldon and Stephenie Dunbaugh 
 
October 26 
Doug and Diane Wilson 
 
October 30 
Michelle and Jason Cruden 
 
 

Fundraiser for Bella 
Saturday, October 8, 7:00-9:00 pm 

University Club of Rockford,  
945 N. Main St. 

Bella Meyer was diagnosed with leukemia two 
years ago.  She is the granddaughter of Tom and 
Pam Laughlin.  Bella continues on a rigorous 
schedule of chemo and other medications to fight 
this disease.  Her parents, Noah and Becki Meyer, 
are facing financial demands as a result of Bella’s 
treatment.  A fundraiser will be held to benefit the 
Brave Bella Fund. The ticket price is $50 per per-
son. The price of the ticket includes hors d’oeuvres 
and two drink vouchers. If you would like to pay in 
advance, or are unable to attend but would like to 
make a donation, you may send checks made paya-
ble to The Brave Bella Fund to Pamela or Tom 
Laughlin, 4616 E. State Street, Rockford, 61108. 
Thank you for helping Bella and her family in this 
long battle with cancer. 
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 From Emily Dilonardo 
Many, many heart-felt thanks (from my much-improved 
heart) to every one of my church family.  Thank you for 
the beautiful prayer shawl, the many prayers, cards, phone 
calls, visits and treats.  For friendship above and beyond.  
To Pastor Scott and Pastor Dee for their hospital and re-
hab visits.  I know my recovery is paved with all of your 
prayers and kindness. 

Thanks for bringing health and dignity 
to the homeless! 

  

    Thank you to all who brought socks, underwear, 
diapers, and books for Crusader Community Health's 
homeless program.  You helped United Methodist 
Women exceed its goal of 1,000 pairs/items.  The final 
tally was 1,268!  Monetary contributions came to 
$65.  The Crusader representative was amazed at your 
generosity when the things were delivered. 
    Pastor Dee Mede spoke at the program on Health 
and Dignity for the Homeless on Sept. 19.  She told 
stories about the challenges and rewards of directing a 
P.A.D.S. program (a program of overnight shelter for 
the homeless, usually in a church) in the early 90s 
when P.A.D.S. was a young organization.  Pastor Dee 
described the dangers to people whose feet are repeat-
edly wet but who have no extra pair of dry socks. 
This winter, hundreds of people will appreciate a 
warm, dry pair of new socks and will "check out" 
books from Crusader's Little Free Library. 

 From Janet Purkapile 
We would like to thank everyone for their thoughts 
and prayers at this difficult time (the death of her hus-
band, Paul).  I love the prayer shawl and appreciate 
the love and prayers. 

 From Jean Hennis 
Thanking everyone for the “farewell” and all the cards.  
I’m getting acquainted here and sort of adjusted!  This 
place is only one year old and there is room for a lot more 
people—it will hold about 100 people. There are many  
activities and we can cook or eat—it’s somewhat like a res-
taurant.  You can order your meal.  Even have a church 
service on Sunday where I attend. 

 Philip Eaton, President/CEO of Rosecrance 
Thank you for your generous gift of $1,185 to support 
the Bishop’s Appeal which was received through the 
Northern Illinois Conference. Thanks to you, the 2016 
Bishop’s Appeal raised over $58,000 for the new 
Rosecrance Lakeview counseling center and recovery res-
idence.  We are truly humbled by this outpouring of sup-
port for our mission to provide help, hope and recovery to 
children, youth, adults and families. 



 
Rainbow Covenant Mission Giving in October 

Our coins for Rainbow Covenant mission giving each Sunday in October will go to the Centennial Kids’ Club which 
was founded in 1993. Each Saturday dedicated volunteers and coordinators provide a multicultural arts program for 
children from kindergarten to 5th grade. 

 promotes individual growth  

 cultural awareness  

 peaceful conflict resolution  

 civic responsibility  

 emotional and spiritual support to the children and their families  

Page 15 Adult Education; Rainbow Covenant 

Title: Stewardship Book Study 
Book: Treasure by Jacob Armstrong 
Teacher: Pastor Scott S. Himel 
Location: Alpine Dining Room 
Meeting Time: 6:00 to 7:30 PM 
Start Date: Wednesday, October 26th 

Description: In the counter-cultural teachings of the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said that  
wherever we focus our hearts; there we’ll find our treasure—not the other way around. In Treasure, a four-week, 
church-wide stewardship program or small-group study, author Jacob Armstrong uses Matthew 6 (i.e. Jesus’ Sermon 
on the Mount) to help you reexamine how what you think about money directly connects to your values, faith, and the 
health of your relationships. When our hearts are centered on God, our church, and our family, then we’ve already 
struck it rich!  

Title: Couples’ Workshop: Learning Your Love Languages 
Co-Facilitators: Carol Fisher, LCSW & Rev. Dan Schenck 
Book: The 5 Love Languages: The Secret to Love that Lasts by Gary Chapman 
Cost: $10.00 
Location: Alpine Coffee House 
Two-Part Workshop: 
    Session 1: Saturday, October 29th from 10:00 AM to noon 
         Childcare available during class time 
 
    Session 2: Friday, November 4th from 6:00 to 8:00 PM 
         Childcare available from 6:00 to 10:00 PM (So that couples can go out afterward) 
 
Description: "We love each other, but it sometimes feels like we speak different languages."   According to renowned 
pastor and marriage counselor Gary Chapman, we are wired to speak one of five “love dialects.” During this two-part 
workshop, you'll quickly learn your primary love language, and that of your partner’s. Then we'll have a week to prac-
tice using some simple new skills. Our second session will be a fun feedback night on how this "speaking a new lan-
guage" experience worked out.  We're extending childcare so that you can end the night with a date. You absolutely do 
not have to be in a traditional marriage to take advantage of this experience. Singles are welcome, but coming with 
your loved one will really enhance your experience. 

Sign up information will be in the bulletins 
and enews.   

Watch for more details coming soon. 



 
Confirmation, 2016 

 
The following were confirmed on 

September 18: 
 

Front Row (Left to right): 
Shelby Martin, Tim Gaumond,  
Hailey Hunter, Jackson Clark 
Joshua Harper, Brady Nickel, 

Youth Director Jenny Thomas 
 

Back Row: 
Pastor Scott Himel,  

Hayden Nickel, Sam Hayag,  
Jared Jacobsen, Ian Knapp,  

Kate Moore, Pastor Jane Eesley 

 
 

Third Grade Bibles  
were presented on 

Sunday, September 11 
 

Rally Day  
September 11—Children’s parade to mark the  

beginning of  fall Sunday School classes  

Rally Day and Third Grade Bibles 



 

 Christ United Methodist Church 
4509 Highcrest Road 

Rockford, Il  61107 
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 Getting to Know You:  Travis King 

by Don Black 
 

Check out our website: 

www.christumc.cc 

(continued on page 8) 

 Travis searched for 
that yellow pickup, which 
has a regular cabin and a 
regular bed. The pickup re-
veals another side of  Travis 
… like motocross racing. 
He explained that he rode 
for entertainment and to 
improve his ability, abut six 
years and never raced.  “I was getting pretty good,” he 
said. However, a couple of years ago he got a new bike 
and headed to Byron race track to check it out.  But the 
bike’s throttle got stuck — wide open — and he went 
soaring over a hill “above the treetops” and broke his leg 
in the crash.  Later, with two titanium rods in his leg, he 
was “on the couch for two years … and that was terri-
ble,” Travis said.  “I’ll never put my leg over a motorcy-
cle in my life,” he said. 
  One might think that Travis’ life has been on a 
rough road.   After all, he said he  “pretty much raised 
myself” in Rockford, leaving an unhappy home in the 
sixth grade.  

   Have you seen that yellow high-rider pickup 
with black fenders and a black mud splash paint job at 
Christ United Methodist and wondered why it’s there? 
   It’s at the Alpine Center or Our Master’s Center 
on many week days, because Travis King, the church’s 
facilities manager, is mowing the lawn … again. The 
rains this year have kept him busy. Sometimes he’s had 
to mow an area three times to chop up the long grass.  
At least the yellow pickup lets people know which cam-
pus he’s on. Travis mows on Wednesdays and Thursdays 
— at the administrative buildings and preschool, and the 
green space on Comanche Drive, besides Alpine and Our 
Master’s. 
   His wife, Natalie, is custodian for our church. 
She’s the daughter of Ted and Carol Plum. It used to be 
that the custodian worked for the manager. Not now.  
“We’ve changed it (the relationship),” he said. “It’s just 
right” for them to be working together as equals, he said 
during an interview. Most of the time they work sepa-
rately, and come together when major projects develop, 
like setting up for funerals. 


