
November, 2017 Christ United Methodist Church 

          The         Flame 

For people who take great comfort in the routine, famil-
iar and time-honored, the last two months of each year 
are bursting at the seams with those figurative warm and 
cozy blankets. 
  
Thanksgiving menus of turkey, mashed potatoes, stuffing 
and pie. The Macy’s parade. Charlie Brown’s cartoons on 
TV. Christmas carols written centuries or decades ago 
but still fresh on the lips of even the youngest children. 
Salvation Army kettles and bells ringing through the 
shopping centers. 
  
Even those who embrace change – 
those who find energy in new op-
portunities and trying differing 
things – are happy to sing “Silent 
Night” and watch the original 
“Miracle on 34th Street” while 
they eagerly add new Christmas 
songs or movies to their holiday 
favorites. 
  
Christmas, truly, is the most wonderful time of the year. 
  
And no matter your stripe, Christ United Methodist 
Church has something for you and for everyone this year 
as the church family prepares for the miracle birth. 
  
Several traditional events are on the calendar for Novem-
ber and December, but some are not. 
  
One major change is the Alpine Center’s annual Thanks-
giving Dinner, which is taking a break. Pastors have al-
ready announced this at worship services to provide con-
gregation members enough time to make alternative 
plans. 
  

While members at Our Master’s Center will stay after 
worship on Sunday, Nov. 26, to celebrate the annual 
Hanging of the Greens, that event will not take place 
this year at the Alpine Center. A team of volunteers will 
decorate the sanctuary; children will trim the tree dur-
ing the prelude at all services Sunday, Dec. 3, and at the 
Advent Craft Night, scheduled for Wednesday, Dec 6. 
  
Sunday, Nov. 26, will bring the “Seasons of the Gospel” 
service to all worship services at both centers.  
  
Jody Warren, director of Worship Arts, describes the 

service as a “walk through the 
seasons of the church year” and 
“an exciting opportunity to learn 
more about the themes and em-
phases of the Christian faith 
throughout the year.”  
  
“November 26 is Christ the King 
Sunday,” Warren said. “On this 
last Sunday of the Christian year, 

we prepare spiritually for the beginning of the church 
year, which happens on December 3, the first Sunday of 
Advent. We will spend Christ the King Sunday reflect-
ing upon the seasons of the gospel before beginning to 
move through them the following Sunday.” 
 
Regular worshippers are encouraged to invite friends 
and neighbors to share the gift with them. 
  
Held at the normal times at both the Alpine and Our 
Master’s centers, the “Seasons of the Gospel” is struc-
tured similarly to a traditional service, with a call to 
worship, singing led by a choir, prayers and offering. 
  
“The difference is that the service will lead us through 
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“The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places 
I have a goodly heritage” (Ps. 16:6, NRSV). 

 

Healthy boundaries 
 
Every four years, United 
Methodist clergy are required 
to attend a training to prevent 
boundary violations.   
Although the primary focus is 
on preventing violations of 
sexual boundaries, the train-
ings also encourage us to 
think about other boundaries.  
In Northern Illinois, our  
clergy were encouraged to 

read Saying No to Say Yes:  Everyday Boundaries and Pasto-
ral Excellence by David C. Olsen and Nancy G. Devor.   
 
Olsen and Devor argue that in the fixation on the horrors 
of sexual boundary violations, we sometimes overlook the 
much more frequent violations of boundaries that occur 
in congregational life.  I want to reflect with you on three 
topics:  days off, who works on Sundays, and clergy and 
Sundays. 
 
First, Days off: 
The clergy and lay staff who work on Sundays receive a 
day off during the week.  Among the clergy, Rev. Deanna 
(Dee) Mede takes Mondays off, and Rev. Scott Himel and 
I take Fridays off.  Obviously we break this boundary for 
a special reason like an emergency or a funeral; but we 
generally observe this boundary.  On Fridays, I do not 
check work e-mail and I do not work on church-related 
projects.  Our Director of Children’s and Family Minis-
try, Deaconess Joy de Leon Hayag, takes Fridays off  as 
does our Director of Worship Arts, Jody Warren.  Please 
do not contact them with church business on Fridays  
unless it is an emergency. 
 
Second, Who works on Sundays: 
This may seem like an odd topic, but not all of our staff 
are working on Sundays.  Our clergy work on Sundays.  
Our worship staff (Jody Warren, Donald Fraser, Patrick 
Lauher, Richard Stiltner and Mark McGowan) are work-
ing on Sundays.  Joy Hayag works on Sundays, as does 
Gayle George. Jenny Thomas, our Director of  Youth 
Development works on Sunday evenings with youth 
Confirmation class and SALT meetings. 
 

A Word from the Senior Pastor 

Our office staff DO NOT work on Sundays.  When you 
see Donna Riha lead a Children’s Moment at OMC or 
Kathy Wight sing in the Alpine Sanctuary Choir or in the 
Praise Team, they are doing so on a volunteer basis, out 
of their Christian commitment as lay people.  Similarly, 
Linda Kuntz (Congregational Care Administrator), Cliff 
Gillette (Director of Facilities and Administration), 
Travis and Natalie King (Facilities Manager and Custodi-
an), Emily Muserallo (Director of Communications), and  
Robin Roegner (Director of Accounting Services) DO 
NOT work on Sundays.  Please respect that they are 
coming to church on Sundays to worship; please do not 
ask them a question related to their work-week duties 
around Sunday worship.  We want them to have the op-
portunity to be fed spiritually, to strengthen their energy 
and vision for their work lives Mondays through Fridays. 
 
Third, Clergy on Sundays 
Here I am speaking for myself:  I’m not speaking for Pas-
tors Scott and Dee.  On Sundays, I have two primary foci.  
First, I want to offer the best worship I can, so that those 
who gather for worship truly experience the Living God.  
Second, I want to be present to the people, to get to know 
our guests and to respond to those who are suffering.  If 
you have a “business” question, it’s fine to ask me—I’m 
working on Sundays.  If you ask me, “Did you get my e-
mail?,” I will probably look at you blankly.  I receive a lot 
of e-mails, and e-mails aren’t at the top of my mental pri-
orities on Sundays.  If you graciously remind me of the 
specifics, I’ll do my best to respond well to you.  I under-
stand that Sunday is the day when most of you see me.  
At the same time, sometimes I’m not available to “talk 
business” with you on Sundays, because I need to track 
down a guest or a suffering member.  Thank you in  
advance for your understanding if such circumstances 
occur. 
 
Fourth, I want to respect your boundaries 
I try not to talk business on Sundays, but sometimes I 
make mistakes.  I apologize for the times when you have 
come to church for worship, and I launched into a discus-
sion on some church task topic.  I will try to avoid this; 
but, if I mess up, please say to me, “Jane, I’m here for 
worship.  We can talk about this later.”  Respecting 
boundaries is a community process; we help each other 
with this work.  I am grateful for your helping me live by 
the boundaries on both sides. 
 

Yours in dedication and accountability, 

       Jane 

Journey with Jane 



Alpine Center 
(MAILING ADDRESS FOR  

BOTH CENTERS): 
4509 Highcrest Road 
Rockford, Il  61107 

Phone:  815-399-5910 
Office Hours: Monday—Friday 

8:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday Worship Services 
Blended Worship Services: 

8:00 and 9:30 a.m. 
     Celebration Service:  

11:00 a.m. 

Our Master’s Center 
5973 Darlene Drive 
Rockford, Il  61109 

Phone: (815)399-5910 
   

Sunday Worship Service 
9:30 a.m. Child care is available 

Rev. Jane Eesley, Sr. Pastor 
jeesley@christumc.cc 

Rev. Scott Himel, Assoc. Pastor 
shimel@christumc.cc 

Rev. Deanna Mede, Assoc. Pastor 
dmede@christumc.cc 
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The Flame is a monthly publication of 
Christ United Methodist Church,  
available by mail or online at 
www.christumc.cc. 
Editor—Linda Kuntz 
Features Writers—Don Black,  
Mark McGowan, Beth A. Palm, 
Contributing Photographer— 
Joe Whinnery 
Director of  Worship Arts—Jody 
Warren 
Director of Communications—Emily 
Muserallo 

Christ UMC Facebook Pages 
Christ United Methodist Church page 

https://www.facebook.com/cumcrockford 
Christ UMC Children’s and Family Ministries page 

https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry 
Christ UMC Student Ministries page 

https://www.facebook.com/studentministriescumc/  

Check out our website at: 
www.christumc.cc 

Thanksgiving Baskets Assembly Day: Monday, November 20, 2017 
Once again, CUMC will be preparing Thanksgiving Baskets to share with needy families in our community. This is 
done by donations of time and money from our congregation and is not a budgeted project. The names of approximate-
ly 117 families have been provided to us by Children’s Home and Aid Society of Illinois, Family Consultation Services, 
Department of Human Services - Headstart, Lifescape, Centennial Saturday Kids Club and from our own pastors. The 
cost of each basket is approximately $100. 
 

The Thanksgiving baskets will be assembled on Monday, November 20, 2017. They will include a full Thanks-
giving meal with turkey and all the trimmings and enough additional groceries to feed the family for the week. This 
project is a large undertaking and requires a great deal of volunteer effort. Please consider helping in one or more 
of the following ways:  
 
 1) Unload the groceries from the truck and prepare for assembly of baskets on Sunday,  
     November 19, at 2:00 PM.  
 2) Monday, November 20, meet at church at 8:00 am to assemble baskets and load into vehicles for 
     distribution.  
 3) Help deliver a few baskets on Monday, November 20, if necessary.  
 4) Provide a cash donation to purchase groceries.  

 

If you would like to volunteer to help with this project, we encourage you to sign up in the 
Connection Center beginning Sunday, November 5th, or call  Paul or Molly Klazura at  
(815) 703-1220 (email: mollyklazura3@amail.com). If you choose to donate, checks 
should be made payable to CUMC and should specify “Thanksgiving Basket Project” 
in the memo line.  
 
We appreciate all of the help that our congregation provides for this project. Many hands 
always help to make this project go smoothly. Thank You! 

https://www.facebook.com/cumcrockford/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/studentministriescumc/
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UMW Circle Schedule 
 

The United Methodist Women invite all women of  
the church to their circle meetings. Visitors are  
welcome and encouraged!  To learn more about 
each circle, contact Carla White-Carpenter at  
815-885-3425  Some circles do not meet in the  
summer. 

Out to Lunch Bunch 
Combined November/December meeting: 

Thursday, December 7 at noon 
at JMK Nippon 

2551 Perryville Rd. 
Call for reservations by December 4 to Jeanne at  
815-708-8042 or Colleen at 815-381-0803. 

 
Martha Circle 

Martha Circle will meet at 12:30 on Wednesday,  
November 8 in Fellowship Hall.  Our project for the 
day will be decorating the Cookie Walk boxes, our 
tradition for many years.  Bring scissors and glue 
sticks for the assembly, and invite your friends to 
come and help. Enjoy great fellowship and delicious 
refreshments.  Questions?  Call Wilma Porter 815- 
877- 3465, or Donna Simmons 815-877- 5381. 

 
Harmony Circle 

The November 14 meeting will be in the home of 
Ellyn Walker at 9:30 am. We will be studying Chap-
ter Six, “Forgive Me.” If you are interested in joining 
us call Jo Hellmich at 815-639-3074.  All are welcome. 
 

Priscilla Circle 
Priscilla Circle will meet on November 28 at Wesley 
Willows to host a November birthday celebration 
with the residents.  We will meet at 11:30 am in the 
Bistro Café at Wesley Willows for lunch.  The birth-
day celebration will follow at 1:00 pm with cookies 
and a sing-along.  If you would like to join us, contact 
Deb Laskey at 815-979-9555 for further details. 
 

Rebekah Circle 
Rebekah Circle will be back in the Sacred Grounds 
Coffee House at Alpine Center on Wednesday,  
November 8, 9:30 a.m.  For information, call Gennie 
Schultz, 815-877-3405, or Mary English,  
815-397-4883. 

Greeting Cards 
Greeting cards created by the women of CUMW will be on 
sale on November 12 in Alpine Fellowship Hall. This will 
be the only sale in November.  Please help us to support 
missions by buying our cards.      

United Methodist Men  
Fall Communion Breakfast 

 Saturday, November 11  
8:00 am: Gathering; 8:30 am—Breakfast;  

9:30 am—Worship/Communion 

Freeport First UMC,  
503. N. Lily Creek Rd, Freeport 

Guest speaker is Steve Nailor, National President of the 

UMM. Special music by Dan Holmes.  If you would like a 

ride, please call Ted Plum at 815-979-6694. 

Caravan Circle 
Learn about Rockford's cultural roots 

       On Wed., November 15, Caravan Circle will meet at 
9:25 a.m. in the parking lot at Our Master's Center and the 
parking lot outside the coffee house at Alpine Center, door 
#5.  Go to the center convenient to you.  Departure at 
9:30.  The group will carpool to the Ethnic Heritage  
Museum, 1129 S. Main St., to learn about the city's ethnic 
heritage in a tour of the exhibits about the early settlers 
west of the Rock River.  The cost is $8.  After the program, 
the circle will go to Katie's Cup on 7th St. for a business 
meeting, devotions, and whatever you want to order--
coffee, lunch, or something in between.  Visitors and new 
members are invited.  For information about Caravan Cir-
cle, call Debbie Whinnery, 815- 398-8973, or Geneve Har-
ris, 574-612-9495. 
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Landscape Team Fall Trim and Clean-up 
Saturday, November 11 

8:00 am - Noon, Alpine Center 
     We plan to trim and edge all of the sidewalks around 
our Alpine campus.  If you can help, bring trimmers and 
edgers, and any other landscaping tools you like to 
use.  Also bring rakes and leaf blowers to rake  
leaves     We need your help!  Please come join us as we 
work together and enjoy the fresh air and exercise.  
Questions? Call Jack Schroeder at 815-399-9160.  

Attention Snowbirds! 
 If anyone is planning to spend the winter in an-
other location and would still like to receive your mail 
from the church, please contact the church office with the 
following information: 
1. The address where you will be staying 
2. The starting and ending date that you wish to receive 

mail at the address. 
 Contact the church office at 815-399-5910 or 
email driha@christumc.cc with this information.   

Thank you for your assistance! 

Advent Study 
Faithful: Christmas through the Eyes of  

Joseph by Rev. Adam Hamilton  
 This is a 4 week study centering on Jesus’ adopt-
ed father Joseph.  The story of Joseph provides us a great 
example of humbly obeying God even when we don’t un-
derstand and faithfully moving forward in the strength 
that God provides.  Joseph’s story is not only the story of 
the first Christmas, but a story of being an adopted father, 
and a man of faith in a changing world.  Classes will 
meet on Wednesday evenings at 6 PM beginning Nov. 
29th and Friday mornings in the Alpine Dining Room 
at 10 AM December 1st at the Our Master’s Center in 
the Meeting Room.  
 Sign up at the Connection Center.  Class partici-
pants should order their own book through Cokesbury, 
Amazon, Barnes and Noble, or elsewhere.  If you want the 
staff to order it for you, please see the book order form at 
the Connection Center. 

Volunteers Needed for Sound and Media 
Team at 8:00 and 9:30 am at Alpine Center 

 We are in need of more volunteers for the 
sound and media team at 8:00 and 9:30am at Alpine 
Center due to our college students going back to school 
and relocation. The commitment would be two ser-
vices, one Sunday a month. No prior knowledge is 
needed.  Training will be provided.   
 If you would be willing to serve or want to see 
what the commitment entails, please contact Patrick 
Lauher at plauher@christumc.cc or Jody Warren at 
church at 815-399-5910 or  jodywarren@christumc.cc.   
Thank you in advance for your consideration.  

Volunteer Snow Plowers Needed 
We have several vacancies on the Christ UMC  
Volunteer Snow Plowing team.  
          Preferred qualifications: 
 Valid Driver’s License 
 Ability to lift a minimum of 40 pounds 
 On-call availability  
 Able to receive text messages on phone 
 
Please contact Tim Moore 815-520-3629 if you’re  
interested or have questions. 

Volunteers Needed for Special Choirs on 
Sunday, November 26 

 On Sunday, November 26, (Thanksgiving Week-
end), we are having a service called “Seasons of the Gos-
pel” at all services at both Centers. All services will be 
identical. The service takes us through all the seasons of 
the church year: Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, 
Easter, and Pentecost. There will be a scripture reading, 
a brief lesson and familiar hymns sung for each sea-
son.  We would like to have choirs to lead familiar 
hymns for each service.   
 Anyone high school age or older who enjoys 
singing is welcome to lead hymns such as “Christ the 
Lord is Risen Today”, “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” and 
“Were You There?” Please contact Jody Warren at church 
at 815-399-5910 or jodywarren@christumc.cc  to sign 
up for the service(s) of your choice.  There will be no 
special rehearsal for this Sunday, although a copy of the 
hymn list is available, if you are interested.   
 Thanks in advance for helping to lead hymns at 
this special service.   

mailto:plauher@christumc.cc
mailto:jwarren@christumc.cc
mailto:jodywarren@christumc.cc
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CUMC Senior Fellowship Group 
Friday, November 17, at noon, 

Alpine Center Dining Room 
 Come and join this group for seniors for a  
wonderful homemade lunch and fellowship with your 
friends. Watch for your postcard in the mail with more 
details.    
 Please call the church office at 815-399-5910 to 
make your reservation by Monday, November 13.   
Please join us!      

WOWS  
Widows Or Widowers and Singles 

Open to all single women  
age 65 and over 

 
In November: 

On Wednesday, November 8, the WOWS will have 
lunch at Nunzio’s.  We will meet there at noon. To make 
a reservation or if you have questions, please call Sandi at 
815-963-7634.  Donations for our Shelter Care Ministries 
would be appreciated. 

Coins for Rainbow Covenant giving in November 
Our Rainbow Covenant  coin offering in November will go to the Rosecrance Kinley 
Charity Care Fund. 
 Humanitarian Verna T. Kinley was committed to changing the lives of at-risk chil-

dren and their families. 
 Part of her mission as a Rosecrance board member was to ensure that young people 

had access to addiction and mental health services, regardless of the family’s ability to 
pay.   

 Since that time, more than $4.5 million has been contributed to this fund. 

Fellowship News; Rainbow Covenant 

Next Scrapbooking/Stamping  
Scrapbooking/Stamping is scheduled for Saturday, 
November 18, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the Alpine Din-
ing Room.  Stay for all day or just a half day - whatever 
fits your schedule.  Not everyone in our group scrap-
books.  Some are stamping or working on other pro-
jects, so join us for a fun day of crafting!  If chil-
dren will be joining us, it's requested they be at least 
middle school age.   
  
As always, please bring money for a sandwich plus a 
snack to share and your own beverage.  Hope to see 
you there.  Questions?  Call Mary Hicks at  
815-742-1136 
 
Looking ahead:  There will be no scrapbooking in  
December, but mark your calendar for January 20,  
February 17, and March 17, 2018! 

The Quilt Group of  CUMC 
 The Quilt Group of CUMC will be on hiatus until 
Thursday, January 11, 2018.  We’ve had a great year mak-
ing quilts for the layette project, mission camp and work-
camp.  A big thank you to all the women who cut, sewed, 
layered quilts and did the quilting.  All our profits go to 
United Methodist mission for women and children.  If you 
would like to sew with us in 2018, or have any questions, 
call Renèe Johnson at 815-397-9270. 

Good Grief  Support Group 
 Thursday, October 26  

5:00-7:00 pm, Alpine Coffee House 
Good Grief is a grief support group for anyone who has 
lost a loved one.  No sign-ups necessary; just come as 
you can.   
Upcoming meeting dates:  November 16, December 
18 (will meet for coffee and dessert following the Blue 
Christmas worship service.), and January 25. 
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the entire Christian year, from Advent, through  
Christmas and Christmastide, Ordinary Time, Lent, Easter 
and Eastertide, Pentecost and Christ the King, singing fa-
miliar hymns from each season, lighting a candle and 
changing the parament colors,” Warren said.  
  
She and Richard Stiltner, director of the Chancel Choir and 
Wesley Ringers, are looking for volunteer singers – middle 
school age and older – to help lead the hymns at the  
services.  
  
Interested singers are welcome to participate at the service, 
or services, of their choice; call (815) 399-5910 or email 
jwarren@christumc.cc to sign up and receive a list of the 
hymns. No rehearsal is planned. 
  
Of course, many traditional events are also on the church’s 
holiday calendar. Choirs from both centers will present 
beautiful Christmas cantatas. 
  
The Our Master’s Chancel Choir, along with narrators, 
will perform “Emmanuel – Celebrating Heaven’s Child” at 
9:30 a.m. Sunday, Dec. 10. Songs tell of “Heaven’s Child, 
the miraculous reality of a conception by the Holy Spirit of 
God, a birth by the young virgin, Mary, and a flesh and 
blood existence of God, our Emmanuel”. 
  
Members of the Alpine Center Sanctuary Choir, along with 
the Praise Team, Praise Kids and Joyful Noise Choirs, 
Hands of Christ Puppet Ministry, and the Wesley Ringers 
will combine at 9:30 and 11 a.m. Sunday, Dec. 17, to cele-
brate the greatest gift of all, the Christ Child, through  
music. 
  
Like the Wise Men, these songs and melodies have trav-
eled from afar -- from France, Germany, central Europe, 
the Caribbean and beyond – to celebrate the baby Jesus. 
  
Other traditional gatherings will include the Blue Christ-
mas Service, scheduled at 6:30 p.m. Monday, Dec. 18, in 
the Alpine Center Sanctuary. Pastor Scott Himel will give 
a message of comfort, remembrance and hope to anyone 
grieving any kind of loss in life, including the death of a 
loved one, a divorce or a change in employment. 
  
Advent worship services are scheduled at 9:30 a.m. Sunday, 
Dec. 24, at both centers. 
  
Christmas Eve services to celebrate the birth of Jesus take 
place at noon, 7:00 and 10:30 p.m. at the Alpine Center. A 
children’s Christmas pageant begins there at 4:00 p.m. 
  
Regular worship resumes New Year’s Eve – Sunday,  
Dec. 31 – at both centers. 

2017 Annual Church Conference 
Sunday, December 3, time TBD  

in the Dining Room, Alpine Center 
 Please mark your calendar for this important  
annual meeting, presided over by our District Superin-
tendent, Rev. Lisa Kruse-Safford.  The conference will 
provide an opportunity to continue reflecting on the 
Annual Conference question, “Who is my Neighbor... 
and how can we be neighbors to them?”   
 All members are encouraged to attend.   

Children’s Coat Drive  
November 1—November 30, 2017 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The children’s coat drive for the Rockford Public 
Schools families in transition program, sponsored by 
the Outreach Committee, will take place in November.   
 
Please put new or gently used coats in the marked 
cabinet in the narthex at Alpine Center and in the bin 
at Our Master’s Center. Thank you for your love and 
care for the children as we head into the winter 
months. 

No Thanksgiving dinner at  
Christ UMC this year 

We’re taking a break this year and will not be hosting 
a Thanksgiving dinner. We wanted to let you know 
now to give you plenty of time to make other  
arrangements. 

Leaving a Legacy of  Love… 
Christ United Methodist Church  

Receives Gift 
 Did you know Christ UMC recently received a 
gift designated for Trustees’ Reserve to help maintain 
our facilities? Christ UMC was named as one of the 
charitable recipients from a Life Insurance Policy 
Charitable Giving Rider. This is just one of many 
ways you can remember the church as part of your 
estate planning.   
 Additional information regarding ways to re-
member Christ UMC can be found in the Legacy Soci-
ety Brochure located at the Connection Centers and in 
each pew at both worship centers. 

Preparing for a Baby (Continued from Page 1) 

mailto:jwarren@christumc.cc
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His Dad checked and said Paul had a letter from St. 
Louis University School of Medicine.   “Well, is it 
thick or thin?” Paul asked, figuring that a thin letter 
was a one-page rejection and a thick one was pages 
of instructions for enrollment.  It was thick. So Paul 
asked him to read the letter to him. His father read 
that Paul had been accepted to the Class of 1977, 
then, “There was an incredible silence at the other 
end,” Paul said, because his father was so overcome 
that his son was going to medical school. 
   But going to med school was expensive. 
After attending a meeting explaining that those 
costs would be rising dramatically the next few 
years, Paul wondered what next.  He found out in 
the hallway where military recruiters 
were waiting. The Air Force had its 
Class of 1977 filled, but the Army 
didn’t. 
   So, Paul joined the Army, 
which paid for the remaining three 
years of med school and required 
him to serve as a military doctor for 4 years, until 
1981. 
   His internship training was at William 
Beaumont Army Medical Center in El Paso, Tex., 
and the Army Aeromedical Center at Fort Rucker, 
Ala. He chose to become a flight surgeon “because it 
paid more.” 
   So, how did a Chicago guy and Portland, 
Oregon gal get together?  In 1979, Paul was sta-
tioned in West Germany. Molly was a teacher for 
the Department of Defense Schools for military 
children in Kitzingen, West Germany. They got 
acquainted during a bus trip to London over 
Thanksgiving.  They were married in Portland in 
1982. 
   All three of their children were raised in 
Christ Church.  Son Brian, a graduate of the Air 
Force Academy, is a pilot flying KC 135 tankers in 
England. Those huge airplanes refuel fighter jets in 
the air.  Son Greg, a graduate of Notre Dame, now 
is a fourth-year medical student at the University of 
Illinois in Chicago, interviewing for his residency, 
to become a surgeon. Daughter Megan, a graduate 
of the University of Iowa, teaches art in Iowa City 
where her husband also teaches. They have two 
children. 
   After the military Paul completed his five-
year general surgery residency at Cook County 
Hospital in Chicago and went on to complete a vas-
cular surgery fellowship in Pennsylvania.  While 
there they learned that visiting families in Portland 
and Chicago proved difficult so they pondered going 
west. Then Rockford called. 

    
They came here in 1991. He was at the Rockford Clinic 
11 years before forming Affiliated Surgeons of Rockford. 
   A claim to fame came to Paul in 1980, when he 
was named Army Flight Surgeon of the Year, plus an 
Army Commendation Medal. 
  Capt. Klazura was an in-flight surgeon during maneu-
vers in Germany. Being in flight reduced response time 
to any medical emergency.  The helicopter in which Paul 
was flying crashed, pinning the pilot, co-pilot and him. 
He managed to free himself and rescue the pilots. 
   “Although we had filled up (with fuel) just before 
the flight, the helicopter never did explode,” Paul said. 
Unfortunately, the pilot died of his injuries. 
   “I guess I was the first flight surgeon involved 
in a crash since Vietnam,” Paul explained. 
   The couple came to our church in the early ‘90s, 

after Rev. Norm Kearney visited 
them, following weeks of “church 
shopping.”  They had attended a 
Presbyterian church when back 
East. 
    “The number 1, 2 and 3 
attractions (here) were Laura 

Widstrom,” Paul said. “She’s the reason for my children 
being absolutely grounded in their faith.” 
   “Our family’s relationship with Christ Church is 
based on Molly’s relationship,” Paul pointed out, because 
he seemed always to be at work. 
   He has provided his skills on mission trips: 
 In 2003 he and Laura took 16 youths to Puerto Rico. “It 
was on that trip that I saw Laura’s dedication,” he said. 
 In 2008 he went on our church’s mission trip to Zambia, 
Africa, with Laura and the late Pastor Patty Anderson. 
In 2012 he went to Haiti, after the earthquake, via a 
Notre Dame medical relief project. 
   Now that Paul has retired he’s back on the trail. 
  “I had been a hiker, backpacker and wilderness kind of 
guy,” he said, all of which for 40 years was on hold as a 
father and busy surgeon. 
   “I’ve seen a lot of folks who didn’t make it,” 
when it comes to fulfilling their dreams, Paul said. 
So, they’re starting on their dreams. 
   They recently hiked the Continental Divide in 
Washington and up to Machu Picchu in Peru.  And Paul 
enjoys gardening, working in a big plot of the Park Dis-
trict’s land. 
   “I continue to plan adventure trips,” he says. 
They completed one in May for six days of hiking – inn 
to inn – 80 miles around the Lake District of northwest 
England.  This fall they’re headed for the Oregon coast 
and he’s organizing a trip to Pembrokeshire Coast of 
Wales, for next May. 
   “I’d like to do two trips a year,” Paul said, “until 
physically we hit the wall.” 



 I came to Christ UMC in the Spring of 2005 
because I was looking for something different.   I was 
experiencing lots of problems and needed a  change.  
Both of my parents died of complications from demen-
tia.  My mother had attended nursing school in 
Bloomington, raised 7 daughters,  finished a degree in 
Communication, then a Masters in Communication 
and a Masters in Divinity.  She became the head of the 
Christian Education department at First Methodist  
Church in Normal, Illinois on the Illinois State cam-
pus.   After that she was the head of the education of-
fice at the Central Illinois Conference office on the 
Wesleyan University Campus in Bloomington, IL.  It 
was hard to see my parents be so confused in their 
later years when they had been so dynamic while I 
was growing up.  They both passed away in their 70’s.  
 I am the oldest of  7 daughters from Towanda, 
Illinois.  I grew up on a Standardbred racehorse farm 
which my father managed. I attended Illinois State 
University and finished my degree at NIU in DeKalb 
and interned in Clinical Laboratory Science at Rock-
ford Memorial.  That is how we ended up in Rockford. 
I have worked for the Rockford Health System (now 
MercyHealth) since 1974.  I have seen many 
changes in medical laboratory work.  In 1974 we hand 
pipetted many of the tests and now most of that work 
is done by automation and robotics.  I feel very fortu-
nate to have been a part of the changes that have oc-
curred over the years to increase accuracy and turn 
around times for lab testing. 
 I have also been very fortunate that all three 
of my children’s lives were saved at Rockford Memo-
rial. Patrick has suffered from dangerously low plate-
let counts, Emily had a seizure the summer before she 
went to grad school in Texas (after spending 7 
months in South America volunteering at a clinic for 
children with Cerebral Palsy ) and Jeffrey was born 2 
months early at 32 weeks so was in the Neonatal In-
tensive Care Unit before he could come home. 
 My husband Bruce and I had been at another 
Methodist church in town for 30 years.  I knew Patty 
Anderson because she was a summer intern at Court 
Street. After finishing school, she was the Director of 
the Christian Education Department at Court Street 
United Methodist.  When our children were younger 
I felt called to teach Sunday school, so I did that for 8 
years at Court Street.  Bruce helped with some of 
those groups.  We found the kids’ attitudes and an-
swers  refreshing and  fun. They kept you on your 
toes.  One year I also jig-sawed 20 nativity sets out of 
pine boards for families to stain and finish at a Christ-

mas workshop.  I have not 
done anything with the jigsaw 
in several  years but hope to 
get back to using that skill. 
 I followed Rev. Patty 
Anderson here and was 
pleased with the youth activi-
ties at CUMC. Shortly after 
we started attending in 2005, 
Hurricane Katrina hit the gulf 
coast.  There was a call for people to join a group that was 
going to help in the relief effort.  On a Sunday one week 
after the hurricane hit, Dick Wisdom asked for volunteers 
and I felt called to go.  At first I hesitated because I was 
not a member yet, but someone in the congregation (I 
think it was Lucy) said  “That’s OK. It doesn’t matter, you 
should go.”  It was fabulous to see how many people from 
the church volunteered.  I think there were 75 in that 
group with a few from other churches.  We definitely 
strengthened our human relationships on that trip. 
 All the recent hurricanes have brought back many 
memories of that trip.  It was amazing in so many ways.  
105 degree heat and 100% humidity made the work very 
tough.  Lots of chain sawing and repairing roofs, bleaching 
houses for mold and replacing drywall.  Helping elderly 
people who had dire needs and getting them signed up for 
federal assistance. You could be part of a different job every 
day. “Here I am Lord” was a part of every evening chapel 
service.  I had always loved that song but now the meaning 
just exploded. 
 Music has always been part of my life.  I sang in 
choirs all through grade school and high school and a cou-
ple of years at Court Street,  I have played in bell choirs for 
about 25 years. Bell choir music is relaxing to me because I 
have to shut everything else out and concentrate for that 
hour on just the music.  The bell choir is a fun group, and it 
is very rewarding to make beautiful music as a group.    
 I have attended several Bible studies over the 
years.  I was part of two Disciple Bible study groups.; one 
was led by Paul Meyer and one was led by Rich and Carol 
Fisher.   I try to participate in one Bible study a year.  One 
thing that I have gained out of several of the recent studies 
is making sure to start your day with what you are thank-
ful for.  Beginning your day on a positive note really does 
help you discern what is most important in this busy life.   
It helps to give us direction and lifts us up when we are 
down.  It also gives some order to the chaos we see every 
day. 
 

By Gloria Lauher 
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Getting to Know Hymn;  Celebration for JFON 

“Just a Closer Walk With Thee” 
Author Unknown  

Taken with permission from  
The One Year Great Songs 

 of Faith,  
Tyndale House Publishers, 1995 

 A father left his son a note that read, 
“Will be in Far East on your birthday, but 
back Saturday with gift.  What would you 
like—video game, bike, stereo?” The boy cir-
cles the item he wanted, “Saturday.” 
 The boy could have chosen any play-
thing he wanted, but most of all he wanted to 
know his father.  That’s the heart of this fa-
miliar spiritual.  “Just a closer walk with 
thee,” that’s all we ask.  As Paul said, 
“Everything else is worthless when compared 
with the infinite value of knowing Christ Je-
sus my Lord” (Philippians 3:8). 
 Fortunately, we don’t have an 
“absentee” heavenly Father.  He is there for us 
and will grant this request.  He is happy to 
walk with us, to share our burdens, to guide 
us safely to the shore of his kingdom. 

I am weak but Thou art strong; 
Jesus, keep me from all wrong; 
I’ll be satisfied as long 
As I walk let me walk close to 
Thee. 
 
Just a closer walk with Thee, 
Grant it, Jesus, is my plea. 
Daily, walking close to Thee, 
Let it be, dear Lord, let it be. 
 

Through this world of toil and 
snares, 
If I falter, Lord, who cares? 
Who with me my burden shares? 
None but Thee, dear Lord, none 
but Thee. 
 
When my feeble life is o’er, 
Time for me will be no more; 
Guide me gently, safely o’er 
To Thy kingdom shore, 
To Thy shore. 

Celebrate Rockford-JFON 
Sun., Nov. 5, at coffee hour 

A Volunteer’s Story by Judy Schultz 
 Why get involved with Justice For Our Neighbors?  For me, it began with an 
invitation to attend a JFON information session at Fourth Street United Methodist 
Church in Aurora where I learned that JFON is a faith-driven ministry, welcoming 
immigrants, refugees and asylum-seekers into our churches and communities by 
providing free, high-quality immigration services, education and advocacy.  Volun-
teers are trained to staff a monthly clinic with child-care services, refreshments, and intake services, and an immigra-
tion lawyer provides legal advice. 
 I began as an intake volunteer asking six pages of questions of an immigrant, often through a volunteer trans-
lator.  I heard accounts of Congolese who witnessed the murders of their loved ones and fled through long walking 
journeys to a foreign land where they eventually made it to the USA, women who were brought to the US by boy-
friends or husbands who then threatened and beat them, others who worked in companies which paid them little and 
required them to work constant overtime hours in poor working conditions.  Some of them had consulted with some-
one who claimed to have legal expertise in immigration matters, charged them exorbitantly, and then abandoned 
them with no real assistance and delayed their progress toward citizenship.  Their stories and indomitable spirits 
touch my heart. 
 I am convinced that I am acting as God’s hands and feet as I volunteer with JFON, since He told us to wel-
come the stranger in our midst and love our neighbor as ourselves.  I am reminded that because of where and to 
whom I was born, I have had a distinct advantage in life. I am honored to “pay it forward” and it has been really re-
warding to do so through JFON. 
 

An Invitation 
Celebrate four years of Rockford—Justice For Our Neighbors on Sunday, Nov. 5.  Stop by the JFON table near the 
coffee and refreshment area.  Look at the display and pick up a brochure. 
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 SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE 

 
8:00  a.m. Nursery Child Care is available  

in the Nursery Room for 

Infants and Toddlers 

         No Sunday School at this worship hour 
 

9:30 a.m. at Alpine Center 

 Infants and Toddlers: Nursery Room 

 Preschool Class (ages 4 to kindergarten) -  

       Room #7 

 1st Grade—3rd Grade—Room #1 

 4th Grade—5th Grade—Room #3 

 

Every first Sunday of the month children will start 

their class downstairs and will come up for  

communion and return to their classroom. 
 

9:30 a.m. Worship Hour OMC 

 Infants: Nursery 

 Pre-School-Kindergarten: Nursery Room 

 1st-5th Grade:  Sunday School Room  

 
11:00 a.m. Worship Hour Alpine Center 

 Infants and Toddlers: Nursery Room 

 Pre-School Ages 4 to Kindergarten: Room 7  

 Grade1-5 Class: Room 1            

 

Note:  Communion is every Sunday for the  

children  

Save the Dates 

November 

5 Daylight savings time ends 

 All Saints Sunday 

 

12 Praise Kids will sing for the 9:30 and 

 11:00 services 

 

19  Thanksgiving Sunday 

 Junior Worship in Alpine Great Hall 

 (9:30 and 11:00 am) 

 

26  OMC—Hanging of the Greens 

 No Sunday School at Alpine Center 

 
December 

6  Family Advent Craft Night with dinner 

16  Christmas caroling (1-5 pm) 

17  Christmas Cantata 

24 Family Christmas Eve Service at  

 4:00 pm 

JAM Parents 

Come and join us!  

Gather with us while your  

child/children attend JAM.  

We meet in the Alpine Coffee House 

6:00-7:30 pm on 

Wednesday evenings. 

Christ UMC Children’s  

and Family Ministries 



November 1 
Amanda Beam 
Vinny Berg 
Lauren Buck 
Jackie Dawson 
Aaron Johnson 
Cindy Kentner 
Sandy Smith 
Laura Wilson 
Hailey Mahnesmith 
 
November 2 
Steve Kiley 
Tami Rezin 
Steve Sipe 
Isabelle Biles 
 
November 3 
Megan Smick 
Charles Frey 
Tom Kerr 
Jim Lateer 
Lindsay Lundvall 
Rachel Powell 
Eric Wright 
 
November 4 
Marg Arthur 
Alannah Beaman 
Brooke Corrigan 
Morrie Earnest 
Steven Johnson 
John Leverenz 
Steve Randel 
Jim Ulrich 
 
November 5 
Dave Crane 
Jacki Rodgers 
Jennifer Harris 
Natalie King 
Kathy Moore 
Christine Woodard 
James Wyatt 
Lisa Tortorici 
 
 
 

November 6 
Noah Gustafson 
Steve Kaiser 
Nikayla King 
Leah Raffety 
Michael Muller 
 
November 7 
Johann Hayag 
Amy Hicks 
Todd Kennedy 
Christine Swanberg 
 
November 8 
Tori Langley 
Abbi Edwards 
Megan Finch 
Randy Mathews 
Tom McLeod 
Adam Russell 
Alejandro Quinones 
 
November 9 
Gail Brady 
Lamont Jackson 
Patti Walker 
 
November 10 
Karen Greenwood 
Amy Kurth 
John Murray 
Barry Smith 
 
November 11 
Judy Cox 
Jessica Crombie 
Doug Fisher 
Laurie Pink 
Jim Wood 
Andy Kaiser 
 
November 12 
Alyssa Aarvig 
Joan Gray 
Mitchell Johnson 
Steve Oyler 
Dagmar Potter 
 
November 13 
Ryan Crane 
Stan Umenhofer 
 
November 14 
Jordan Alms 
Tom Cox 
Connie Croffoot 
Phil Dawkins 
Shantel Brewer 
Emily Kneller 
Jeff Layng 
Lara McKinney 
Marc McKinney 
Lynn Ulrich 
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November 15 
Riley Martin 
 
November 16 
Maureen Cook 
Derek Kiley 
Bill Lipton 
Ellie Murray 
Tom Watson 
 
November 17 
Chad Blackburn 
Terry Groncki 
Mike Nelson 
Sean Priewe 
Suzannah Young 
Asumani Kaite 
 
November 18 
Emma LaPier 
Alvina Stickels 
Katie Tyson 
 
November 19 
Julia Holmertz 
Jared Jacobsen 
Lil Robinson 
Mike Steward 
Sydney Bowden 
 
November 20 
Rhonda Allen 
Samantha Bielefeldt 
Mark Blazer 
Tricia Corrigan 
Karen Cox 
Lauren Swanson 
 
November 21 
Merle Clewett 
Dennis McMullen 
 
November 22 
Aron Greenland 
 
November 23 
William Collins 
Richard Evans 
Geoffrey  
     Kruse-Safford 
Erinn Kuntz 
Jennifer Lundberg 
Joan Noonan 
William Pierce 
Dave Replogle 
Kerry Schaible 
John Seedoff 
Irv Stewart 
Arianna Leon 
 
 
 
 

November 24 
Dan Copeland 
Krina Goss 
Gennie Schultz 
 
November 25 
Pierce Barker 
Anne Beaumont 
Bronwyn Geddes 
Laura Hagerman 
Connie Yates 
Sandra Wright 
 
November 26 
Sarah Bruesewitz 
Donna Carter 
Chey Leaich 
Janet Purkapile 
 
November 27 
Jason Busenbark 
Kay Cull 
Gary Lutes 
Linda Marshall 
 
November 28 
Pat Benedict 
Reagan Ulrich 
Eric Mede 
 
November 29 
Abby Bednar 
Ann Frankenberg 
Jean Garner 
Nancy Cleburn 
Bruce Lauher 
Alex Schmitt 
 
November 30 
Daniel Harris 
Megan Schoff 
Wanda Schroeder 
 
 
 

Birthdays 



 
The Church is People 

 

Recognition of  Baptism: 
Clara Flemming Muserallo, daughter of  
Sean and Emily Muserallo. Clara was baptized 
at Holy Family on October 8 and a recognition 
of baptism was held on October 15 at  
Christ UMC. 
 

Wedding: 
Summer Cruden and Trevor Smiley, married 
on October 21 
 

Sympathy to: 
Scott and Karen Hulick on the death of their 
son, Jordan, on October 3 
 
Don and Kathy Wight and family on the death 
of Kathy’s sister, Debbie Bryson, on October 12 
 
Family and friends of Pat Sample, who died on 
October 7.  Pat was the wife of the second  
Senior Pastor of Christ UMC, Rev. Darrell 
Sample. 
 
The family and friends of Sharyn Booth, who 
died on October 18 
 

New Members: 
Welcome to Byron and Mary Wechter 
(pictured below) who joined our church on 
Sunday, October 22. 
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November 1 
Michael and Donna Hayes 
 
November 2 
Tony and Beckie Dzik 
 
November 3 
Doug and Betty Fisher 
 
November 4 
Duncan and Kris Geddes 
 
November 5 
Kerry and Karen Keller 
Matt and Suzannah Young 
 
November 6 
Earl and Arlene Williams 
 
November 7 
Rich and Lisa Jewell 
Mary and Jim Seigfreid 
 
November 9 
Martin and Linda Lurvey 
 
November 10 
Bob and Joann Turner 
 
November 11 
Kim and Chris Stender 
 
November 13 
Amy and Noel Nickel 

November 14 
Amy and Michael Taylor 
 
November 16 
Don and Gennie Schultz 
 
November 17 
George and Jean Garner 
Robert and Hazel O’Quinn 
 
November 20 
Mildred and Jonathan Hayag 
 
November 21 
Jacki and Will Rodgers 
 
November 23 
David and Krina Goss 
Derek and Jenny Hunter 
Tom and Kay Schwalbach 
 
November 24 
Cliff and Joan Gray 
Martha and Byron Janke 
 
November 25 
Jeff and Christine Swanberg 
 
November 27 
Jan and Carlton Rittweger 
 
November 29 
Charlie and Joanne Last 
 

A Message from Jean Hennis 
 

Jean is a CUMC member who has moved to Indiana.  She wants 
to send greetings to everyone at Christ UMC.  She’s living in a 
nice assisted living facility near her daughter and loves it.  But 
she misses all of her friends at CUMC.   
 
If you would like to keep in touch with Jean, she would love to 
hear from you and loves receiving mail.   

Her mailing address is: 
9974 Federalist Drive, Apt. 309,  

Fishers, Indiana 46037 
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Coming Events 
 
November 4  Women’s Retreat 
November 5  All Saints Sunday 
November 20  Thanksgiving Baskets 
November 26             Hanging of the Greens at Our Master’s Center  
December 3  Hanging of the Greens during at all worship services 
   at Alpine Center 
December 3  Church Conference 
December 9  Cookie Walk 
December 10  Christmas Cantata at Our Master’s Center 
December 11, 12 Christmas Angel Gift Wrapping 
December 17  Christmas Cantata at Alpine Center 
December 18  Blue Christmas Service 
Sunday, December 24   
      Morning: 9:30 am: one service at each Center 
      Christmas Eve services: at Alpine Center 
   Noon, 4:00 pm, 7:00 pm, 10:30 pm  

 From Presence St. Anne Center 
Thank you for brightening our home with the beautiful floral arrangements.  Our residents, guests, and 
staff have commented on the lovely message attached and we very much appreciate the good wishes of 
our gracious neighbor, Christ UMC. (Note: When flowers which are donated for Sunday mornings are not 
claimed by the donors, Karen Weedman separates them into smaller bouquets and delivers them to shut ins and 
nursing homes.) 

 From Joyce Lantz and Marion Kern, Chairs of Women’s Resale Shop 
 Tender Loving Crafts is behind us for another year and it was a great success across all venues! 
The proceeds more than doubled last year’s total. Many heartfelt thanks to all of you that made it hap-
pen. First, to all of you who donated so many lovely clothes, purses, jewelry and shoes. And thank you 
to all of you who helped sort and arrange it all. 
 All articles that remained after the sale, went to various organizations: 
    Rescue Mission's" Mission Mart" to support the mission  
  Heartland Church's "Share Stuff" to support community projects  
  Just Breathe815- a new organization to support homeless teens  
  The women of The Grove who came in and "shopped" 
  Wesley Willows’ annual jewelry sale-to support the Good Samaritan. Fund 
  Cherry Valley Library for a fund raiser 

 From Diane Wilson and Carla White-Carpenter, TLC Co-Chairs 
Thank you, thank you! Tender Loving Crafts (TLC) was a big success, with a myriad of people making 
that happen.  Many thanks to the church staff for their support and all the volunteers who helped organ-
ize, publicize, cook lunch, bake, donate clothing, make beautiful goods, welcome our exhibitors and shop-
pers and clean up afterwards.  We heard many times how helpful and friendly everyone was.  The pro-
ceeds of the lunch, bake sale, resale clothing and booth rental yielded over $6,000 for missions, which is 
an increase of over $800 from last year!  Thanks to each and every one of you! 
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Life is Sweet Women’s Retreat   

Saturday, November 4, 2017, 8:30 am – 4:00 pm 
Cost is $12—pay at the door 

 To all the women of the church: before you jump into the crazi-
ness of the holiday season, spend a Saturday with your sisters relaxing 
and recharging.  The Sweet Life retreat provides an experience that al-
lows women to slow down and savor time with God and with each oth-
er.  It feels like a cozy day out at your favorite coffee shop – where wom-
en can find rest, laugh, share their stories, and grow closer to each other 
and to God. 

 
 The Life is Sweet Retreat will be held in the Sacred Grounds Coffee House at the Alpine Center. Pastor Dee 
Mede is leading the retreat. Breakfast, lunch, snacks, and coffee breaks are included.  Childcare is free.  Women aged 
18 to 118 are invited, sign up for yourself and bring your family and friends!  Registration forms are found on our 
website, with your enews, and at the Connection Center and can be dropped off in the Sweet Life Retreat boxes at 
both Centers or brought or mailed to the church office.  The $12 fee will be collected the day of the retreat.  Childcare 
is free but we need to know the number of children attending.  Attendees are asked to dress COMFORTABLY: yoga 
or pajama pants are encouraged! Questions or concerns contact Pastor Dee at 815.399.5910 x42 

 
Christmas Angel Project 

 
Our Christmas Angel Project is right around the corner!  We currently serve 6 community  
organizations, and we “gift” over 300 people. As you can imagine, this is quite an undertaking. 
We really need your help. What you can do: 
 
 Pick up an Angel Tag at a Sunday service starting November 26. We ask that all gifts are 

returned with the Angel Tag attached by December 10. 

 Donate curling ribbon, gift boxes, tissue or medium size gift bags for those awkward sized 
presents. We have plenty of rolls of wrapping paper, tape, REALLY BIG gift bags and stick-on bows. 

 Come and wrap with us! We can’t have enough wrappers. We will wrap an evening this year to accommodate 
those who work weekdays. Wrapping at CUMC at 4:30 p.m. on Monday, December 11 and at 9 a.m. on Tues-
day, December 12.  

 
This is a wonderful opportunity to socialize with fellow church members, share the holiday spirit, and make a positive 
impact on our community! If you have any questions, please call Ken Walker at 815-540-3423. 

Help Needed for Court Street UMC  
Thanksgiving Dinner  

 Plans are underway for the free Thanksgiving dinner for the lonely and homeless at Court Street UMC.  This 
is an opportunity for members of our congregations to work together to serve the needy. Court Street UMC is at 215 
N. Court Street.  The dinner will be Thursday, November 23—11:00 am –1:00 pm. 
 
 Donations needed:  30 baked pies (store baked or frozen) and cash donations to Court Street UMC. (Mark  
Court St. Thanksgiving Dinner in the memo line) 
 Volunteers are needed:  Phone Jan at 815-964-4520 if you can help on any of these dates:   
  November 20,21,22,23 (Thanksgiving Day), or 24. 
If there is leftover food, it will be shared with other programs serving the poor and hungry in our community. For 
more information call Court Street UMC at 815-962-6061. 
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 Getting to Know You:  Paul Klazura 

By Don Black 

Check out our website: 

www.christumc.cc 

groceries to feed the 
family for the week.  
   Paul also 
continues to work 
with Rockford Res-
cue Mission on 
transferring hard-
ware, equipment, 
and office furniture – from his former Affiliated Sur-
geons of Rockford – to its new Work Site expansion. 
   During January, February and March Paul 
worked daily making the move. He’s now working with 
the Hammer and Nails group of our church helping 
renovate the drop off facility at the RRM Thrift Store. 
   Paul earned a B.S. degree in engineering – 
magna cum laude – at the University of Illinois in 
1973, and took pre-med classes as his electives “just in 
case.” Paul said that he became interested in medicine 
while taking first aid during Boy Scouts.  He tells a 
special story about his med school notification. 
   He was out of town and called home to see if a 
response had come from a recent interview. 

   Paul Klazura’s father wasn’t thrilled that his 
son wanted to attend college, Paul said, “But my mother 
did. And she told him I was going.”  
   “He was pretty sure I might not make it (in col-
lege) the first year,” Paul said during an interview.  “My 
Dad also didn’t want me to go to medical school.” 
   Paul retired last year, after practicing for 25 
years in Rockford as a vascular surgeon. He also was a 
flight surgeon in the Army.  He continues as an assistant 
professor at the University of Illinois’ College of Medi-
cine in Rockford, since 1992. 
   His father never finished high school. But he 
held probably the last “master” card in the metal fabrica-
tion union, which now has dropped the elite status.  As 
Paul said, “He could make anything out of any metal.” 
His father was Polish and his mother was Czech. The 
family, who lived on the South Side of Chicago, were 
Catholics. 
   Today Paul and Molly, his wife of 35 years, are 
taking on a new adventure – heading up Christ United 
Methodist Church’s Thanksgiving Basket project this 
month. They will include a full Thanksgiving meal with 
turkey and all the trimmings and enough additional  

(Continued on page 8) 



Tender Loving Crafts was held on Saturday, October 7 
This annual fundraiser of the United Methodist Women featured a bake sale, a barbeque lunch, many crafters’ booths, 

and a women’s upscale clothing resale shop. The money raised went to missions to benefit women and children. 
Photos by Don Black 

Fall Bash was held on October 8 at Our Master’s Center 
What could be better than an opportunity for families to spend time together on a beautiful day?  Everyone had a great 

time on the beautiful grounds of Our Master’s Center. There was a bounce house, bubble tent, games, snacks,  
pumpkin carving and face painting 

Photos by Joe Whinnery 



Fall Craft Night at Alpine Center on October 11 
The children kicked off fall with a colorful craft night. With help from moms and other helpers,  

many homes were brightened with their fall creations. 

First Junior Worship Service on September 24 
Once a month the Sunday School children will hold their own worship service in Great Hall.  Joy Hayag, Director of 

Children’s and Family Ministries, “We want to teach the kids about what happens in worship: How to pray.  
How to read Bible verses. How to sing hymns.” It’s important for this young age group.”  

Following are pictures of the first Junior Worship service. 


