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“So teach us to number our days,” pleads the 12th verse 
of Psalm 90, “that we may gain a heart of wisdom.” 
 
Compared to eternity, the Psalmist contends, our time on 
earth is short. It’s a sobering and empowering realization 
that has endured through countless generations, includ-
ing the current Millennials and their mantra of “YOLO” 
– “You Only Live Once.” 
 
But death need not end the impact we make during life. 
True and lasting legacies are within our reach if we  
understand and take the necessary 
steps to create them. 
 
Michael Cyrs, a wealth transfer  
adviser with Savant Capital  
Management, will lead a free work-
shop Wednesday, Nov. 16, on 
“Planned Giving for First Time  
Estate Planners.” 
 
His presentation on the basics of 
estate planning will take place from 
6 to 7:30 p.m. in the Alpine Center Dining Room. All 
members of the congregation and the community are  
invited. 
 
People who fear they might have delayed estate planning 
for too long, or who are just starting families and are 
wondering how to protect their loved ones, are encour-
aged to attend. 
 
The program is designed to help participants walk 
through each of the documents needed to create an  
efficient structure for administration of their affairs upon 
death or disability, and to provide them with the  
background they need to execute estate plans. 

Hearts of  wisdom 
                              CUMC offers free workshop Nov. 16 on estate planning               

by Mark McGowan 

   The             Flame 

“It’s important to reach out to younger families,” says 
Megan Abbott, Director of Accounting for Christ Unit-
ed Methodist Church. “For young parents, estate plan-
ning has more to do with children than assets. This can 
be a difficult and awkward conversation to have but one 
that is very necessary. We hope that this informational 
session will help start that conversation.” 
 
Abbott and her fellow church administrators hope that 
people who attend the Nov. 16 event – as well as those 
who took part in a similar workshop last month on  

ethical wills and trusts – gain some 
good ideas about preparing for the 
inevitable. 
 
Neither Cyrs nor the church will 
pressure workshop guests to com-
mit to estate plans, she says, adding 
that Savant Capital Management 
will not follow up with participants 
unless they ask for more assistance. 
 
CUMC simply wants to provide a 

valuable service, she adds. 
 
“Some years ago, a group called the Eternal Flame Soci-
ety was formed to commit to remembering Christ UMC 
in their legacy. These names were added to a plaque that 
still hangs today on the wall by the elevator at Alpine 
Center,” Abbott says. “The inspiration for these sessions 
came from reinvigorating this vision of legacy.” 
 
For more information, call the church office at 
(815)399-5910 or email info@christumc.cc. 

 
Basic Estate Planning for  

First Time Estate Planners 
 

Wednesday, November, 16, 2016 
6:00 p.m. -  7:30 p.m. 

Alpine Center Dining Room 
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Bearing Fruit 
‘You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to 
go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will 
give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you 
these commands so that you may love one another’  

(John 15:16-17). 
 
In this era of declining financial resources for United 
Methodist churches across the country, clergy and laity 
are asking good questions about our ministries.  One of 
the key terms being used is “fruitfulness.”  What is the 
fruitfulness of a particular ministry? 
 
Fruitfulness can take many forms.  Fruitfulness can look 
like money raised for missions.  Fruitfulness can look like 
an increase in attendance or in the size of new member 
classes.  Fruitfulness can look like persons without a 
church background coming to faith in Jesus.  Fruitfulness 
can look like an increased number of volunteers or even 
something as intangible as a change in spirit, yielding 
lower conflict or greater unity. 
 
Back in 2012, our United Methodist General Conference 
held conversations about what we expect from our or-
dained clergy.  Boards of Ordained Ministry are now to 
look for fruitfulness from clergy seeking ordination.  At 
the beginning of full-time service, during the provisional 
phase, we recognize that it is too early to expect fruit 
from our clergy (although there may well have been a 
great deal of fruit).  By the time that our provisional cler-
gy are applying for full membership in the conference and 
ordination as deacon or elder, we expect there to have 
been fruit.  To this end, a fruitfulness project has been 
added to the materials required for ordination.  The pro-
visional clergyperson is expected to develop a fruitfulness 
project, carry it out, and assess the successes and growing 
edges from the project.  Although our candidates were 
often panicked by this new requirement, most of them 

A Word from the Senior Pastor 

submitted projects that were faithful, inspiring, and 
thoughtful.  When I was on the Board of Ordained Minis-
try, I enjoyed reading these project reports. 
 
How does this relate to us at Christ United Methodist 
Church?  As a congregation, we are not required to sub-
mit a fruitfulness project in order to retain our status in 
the Northern Illinois Conference or in the denomination.  
And yet, the questions behind the fruitfulness project are 
good ones for us to consider.   
 
  What is the purpose of the ministries we offer?        

 What does success look like? 
  Do our long-term ministries still fulfill the  
 purposes initially intended?  If not, do they fulfill 
 a new purpose now? 
  Do our new ministries accomplish the purposes 

 for which they were designed? 
  What is the fruit of our long-term and short-term 

 ministries? 
 
We have seen the fruit of our Vacation Bible School 
which is free of cost to families.  The numbers of attend-
ance went up.  Kids who had fun in VBS have come back 
in the fall to participate in JAM (Jesus and me)  
Wednesday nights.  We are witnessing kids excited about 

Journey with Jane 

(Journey With Jane continued on Page 3) 
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coming to Sunday School and JAM.  Some of these kids 
are bringing their friends.  Our fruit basket is  
overflowing. 
 
It can be more difficult to talk about the ministries that 
may not be bearing fruit.  At our September Leadership 
Team meeting, questions were raised about the fruitful-
ness of our Trunk or Treat program.  I learned that we 
are beginning to burn out some of our Children’s Minis-
try volunteers.  In addition, the cost of the candy (around 
$40 or more per trunk) is prohibitive for some of our fam-
ilies.  As Pastor Scott Himel and our deaconess, Joy 
Hayag, reviewed the data from Trunk or Treat in 2015, 
we learned that that event had not been fruitful.  Joy had 
gathered lots of contact information, sent invitations for 
upcoming events, and tracked responses.  Although the 
attendance at Trunk or Treat had been high (perhaps 
over 500!), it had not yielded a single new family in the 
church.  If it had been a missional feeding program, we 
might not have been concerned about whether we re-
ceived new members. But all we gave out was candy—
and our kids tend to have plenty of access to sugar 
around this time of year.  We are committed to offering 
Trunk or Treat in 2016, but we will track the responses  
 

closely.  If we do not observe fruit from this ministry, it 
may be time to cut it off the vine. 
 
In contrast to the 2015 Trunk or Treat event, the 2016 
Fall Bash had a different spirit.  Yes, there was free food, 
but there was also face painting, a bouncy house, and 
pumpkin carving.  I witnessed the joy of children carving 
a pumpkin for the first time—feeling their own compe-
tence and artistry.  I saw new friendships being made as 
kids jumped together in the bouncy house.  I saw our 
teenagers express their creativity as they painted on the 
kids’ faces, and I saw connections being made between 
our kids and our teenagers.  Several people had invited 
their friends to the event; others brought neighbors they 
had been meaning to invite to church.  In the relaxed  
atmosphere of the Fall Bash, it was easy to introduce 
these neighbors to their pastors and enjoy a casual con-
versation.  I trust that we will find this event to have  
been quite fruitful. 
 
Please join us in this journey of prayer and evaluation.  
What fruit does Christ desire from us now? 
 
Christ’s joy, 

  Jane 

(Journey With Jane continued from Page 2) 
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Out to Lunch Bunch 
The combined November/December gathering 
will be on Thursday, December 8, at 12:30 pm 

at the Stockholm Inn 
 

Call Nancy Vogel at 815-633-6894 or email her at 
nancylovespark@aol.com by Tuesday, December 6. 
Donations for the Shelter Ministries would be appreci-
ated.  Please check the current needs list that is on the 
Connection Center counter in Fellowship Hall.  

 

Martha Circle 
Martha Circle will next meet on Wednesday,  
November 9 at 12:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall for  
refreshments, fellowship, and for our annual project of 
decorating the Cookie Walk boxes.  This is a much 
appreciated project that contributes to the success of 
the Walk!  Please plan to be there, and bring scissors 
and glue stick.  Also, bring a friend – we need lots of 
help!  Questions?  Call Wilma 815-877-3465, or Donna  
815- 877-5381 
 

Harmony Circle 
The November 8th meeting will be held at the home 
of Jane Gilbert at 9:30 a.m.  We will be finishing the 
book “I Love Growing Older but I’ll Never Grow 
Old.”  We are on Chapter 12, “The Best is Yet to 
Come.”  We do not meet in December but will help 
wrap packages for the children.  In January we begin a 
new book “Before Amen” (The Power of a Simple  
Prayer).”  If any are interested in joining us we would 
love to have you.  Contact Jo Hellmich at  
815-639-3074. 

Caravan Circle Nov. 16 
Jeremiah Development--A Good News Story 

9:30 am, Our Master’s Center 

     Visitors and new members are always welcomed to Cara-

van Circle.  On Wed., Nov. 16, at 9:30 a.m., we'll meet at 
Our Master's Center to hear Jeanine Wang, former board 
member of Jeremiah Development, talk about this organiza-
tion.  It's a coalition of Rockford downtown churches who 
work with residents in their neighborhood to focus attention 
on housing, youth, public spaces, and businesses.  The work 
is inspired by Jeremiah 29:7: “Seek the well-being of the 
city....for in its well-being you will find your well-being.”   
      We'll start with refreshments and devotions.  Jeanine's 
talk will begin about 10:00.  For those who wish to donate, 
you may make a love offering to Jeremiah Development.   
       There will be a short business meeting.  Questions 
about Caravan Circle?  Call Geneve Harris, 574-612-9495.  

 Priscilla Circle 
Priscilla Circle will be having its annual Wesley Willows 
birthday party on November 30.  We will meet in the Bis-
tro of Wesley Willows for lunch at 11:30 and at about 1:00 
pm celebrate birthdays with treats and singing with the 
residents.  Join us for a fun celebration.  Questions?  Call 
Deb Laskey at 815-979-8555. 
 
Priscilla Circle’s Christmas Dinner will be December 5 at 
6:00 pm (note time) in the home of Barb Hansen, 1134 
Brook Hill Close, 61108.  We will have an evening of fun 
and fellowship to celebrate the New Year.  Call Deb 
Laskey at 815-979-8555 with any questions. 
  

UMW Circle Schedule 
The United Methodist Women invite all women of  the church to their circle meetings. Visitors are  
welcome and encouraged!  To learn more about each circle, contact Carla White-Carpenter at  
815-885-3425  Some circles do not meet in the  
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Basic Estate Planning for  
First Time Estate Planners 

Wednesday, November, 16, 2016 
6:00 p.m. -  7:30 p.m. 

Alpine Center Dining Room 
Have you put off estate planning too long? Are you just 
beginning your family and wondering about what you 
need to do to protect them legally? This program is  
designed to help walk you through each of the documents 
needed to create an efficient structure for administration of 
your affairs upon death or disability, and to provide you 
with the background you need to execute an estate plan for 
you and your family. Join Michael Cyrs, a Wealth Transfer 
Advisor with Savant Capital Management, as he guides us 
along the path to leaving our families a true and lasting 
legacy.  Open to all families! 

Job Opening at Christ UMC 
 Accounting Manager 

Part-time accounting position at Christ United Method-
ist Church for 18-20 hours/week.  Responsible for keep-
ing records of and processing all church financial trans-
actions according to standard approved accounting prac-
tices. Duties include monthly statements/reconciliations, 
accounts receivable, accounts payable, contributions, pay-
roll, and budget. High school diploma or equivalent and 
academic or on the job training in accounting.  Candidate 
must possess excellent interpersonal and organizational 
skills, maintain confidentiality, and work independent-
ly.  Proficient in use of current accounting software and 
willingness to learn new financial software and database 
programs. Interested candidates should submit a resume 
and any questions to cgillette@christumc.cc.  All re-
sumes will be considered but priority will be given to 
those received by November 7, 2016.  See our website 
at www.christumc.cc for a full job description. 

Landscape Team Fall Trim and Clean-up 
Saturday, November 12 

8:00 am - Noon, Alpine Center 
     We plan to trim and edge all of the sidewalks around 
our Alpine campus.  If you can help, bring trimmers and 
edgers, and any other landscaping tools you like to 
use.  Also bring rakes and leaf blowers to help our Boy 
Scouts rake leaves. 
     We need your help!  Please come join us as we work  
together and enjoy the fresh air and exercise. Questions?  
Call Jack Schroeder at 815-399-9160.  

Fall New Member Class 
Sunday, November 13, 4:00-7:00 pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our fall new member class will be held on Sunday, No-
vember 13 from 4;00-7:00 pm in the Alpine Dining 
Room.  If you are interested in joining Christ UMC as 
part of your discipleship journey, please contact Gayle 
George, 815-399-5910 or gaylegeorge@christumc.cc. 

Children’s Coat Drive  
October 23- November 27, 2016 

 
 
 
 
 
The children’s coat drive for the Rockford Public Schools 
homeless program, sponsored by the Outreach Commit-
tee, will take place Oct. 23-November 27.  Please put new 
or gently used coats in the marked cabinet in the narthex 
at Alpine Center and in the bin at Our Master’s Center. 
Thank you for your love and care for the children as we 
head into the winter months. 

2016 Annual Church Conference 
Sunday, December 4, 4:00 p.m.  

in the Dining Room, Alpine Center 
 Please mark your calendar for this important  
annual meeting, presided over by our District Superinten-
dent, Rev. Lisa Kruse-Safford.  The conference will provide 
an opportunity to continue reflecting on the Annual Con-
ference question, “Who is my Neighbor... and how can we 
be neighbors to them?”   
 All members are encouraged to attend.   

United Methodist Men’s Fall Breakfast   
November 12, 8:30 a.m. 

Plan to come to the 2016 Fall Breakfast at Lena UMC on 
November 12 at Lena UMC. Rev. Zaki Zaki will be the 
speaker and Jarrod Severing will provide music. 

mailto:cgillette@christumc.cc
http://www.christumc.cc
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CUMC Senior Fellowship Group 
Friday, November 18, at noon, 

Alpine Center Dining Room 
  Come and join this group for those who are age 65 
or better for a wonderful homemade lunch and fellowship 
with your friends. After lunch, we’ll have a Bingo 
Tournament with magnificent prizes!   
 
Please call the church office at 815-399-5910 to make your 
reservation by Monday, November 14.  Please join us!      

WOWS  
Widows Or Widowers and Singles 

Open to all single women  
age 65 and over 

 
In November: 

It will be a time to share what we are thankful for on 
Wednesday, November 16.  Meet at the Olive Garden at 
12:30 pm.  Contact Helen Muir for information at 
helenmuir33@gmail.com. 

In December: 
We will be having lunch on Wednesday, December 14 
at noon at the Hoffman House.  Call Peg at 815-979-
3213 to make a reservation by Monday, December 12. 

In January, 2017: 
The Christmas after Christmas Party will be held on  
January 11 at noon in the Machine Shed’s private room.  
This is our White Elephant gift exchange.  Whatever 
you bring, whatever you are trying to get rid of, wrap it 
beautifully with love and join us for FUN, FUN, FUN! 
Call Peg to reserve a spot, 815-979-3213, by Monday, 
January 9. 

Fellowship News 

Scrapbooking/Stamping is Scheduled  
 Saturday, Nov. 19,  from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the  

Alpine Dining Room.   
 Stay for all day or just a half day - whatever fits 
your schedule.  Not everyone in our group scrapbooks.   
Some are stamping or working on other projects so join us 
for a fun day of crafting!  If children will be joining us, it's 
requested they be at least middle school age.   
  Please note!  There will be no scrapbooking in 
December.  We'll meet again January 21st in the Alpine 
Dining Room, 9:00—4:00.    
  As always, please bring money for a sandwich plus 
a snack to share and your own beverage.  Call Mary Hicks 
at 815-742-1136 with questions.  

  

 

Ladies, please update your calendars as our November 2016 MOMS Group get together will now be  
Friday, November 18, 2016!  We’ll be making our very own CUMC MOMS Group wooden holiday signs!   

 
CUMC MOMS Group meets every 2nd & 4th Fridays of each month of the school year, minus holiday months like No-
vember and December. Our meeting time is from 9:30 a. m. -11:00 a.m. in our Christ UMC Sacred Grounds Coffee-
house (4509 Highcrest Rd. Rockford, IL 61107 Door #5!)  Snacks, coffee and belly laughs are included! Childcare is also 
available to all participating moms!  If you’re interested in attending, please email Emily Muserallo at 
 emuserallo@christumc.cc . We would love to have you! 

 

mailto:emuserallo@christumc.cc
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 Thanksgiving Baskets; Ways to be More Welcoming 

Ways to be More Welcoming 
 
 Offer a warm greeting to each person starting with the person in front of you. 

 Give personal attention to persons near where you are.  Introduce yourself and learn names of those in your sur-
roundings. Introduce them to others in your area. 

 10-Foot Rule: Take responsibility welcoming those within 10 feet of you, especially those who may be alone. 

 3-Minute Rule: Spend at least 3 minutes before and after worship talking to someone you don’t know very well. 

 Invite someone to join you during Coffee Hour. 

 401k Rollover 
The IRA charitable rollover is now permanent!  If you 
are 70 ½ or older, you can roll over up to $100k from 
your IRA to Christ UMC without paying federal income 
tax.  Even better, your gift qualifies towards your re-
quired minimum distribution.   
 
Your benefits include:  
 A reduced taxable income  

 Possible reduction on tax due to social security  
       benefits 
 Non-itemizers can enjoy charitable gift benefits 

 Support ministries at Christ UMC! 

Amazon Smile 
Christmas shopping is around the corner!  If you’re like 
millions of Americans, you find yourself doing more and 
more gift shopping online.  Amazon is the leading online 
retailer and has partnered up with Christ UMC to provide 
you the opportunity to give while you give back.  It’s as sim-
ple as a switch from Amazon to Amazon Smile.  It works 
exactly the same as standard Amazon but a small percent-
age of all sales goes straight back to Christ UMC.   
 
Start shopping today at http://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-
2406658.  Amazon Prime members can use Smile in  
conjunction with their Prime account.  Happy Giving! 

Thanksgiving Baskets Assembly Day: Monday, November 21, 2016 
Once again, CUMC will be preparing Thanksgiving Baskets to share with needy families in 
our community. This is done by donations of time and money from our congregation and is 
not a budgeted project. The names of approximately 117 families have been provided to us 
by Children’s Home and Aid Society of Illinois, Family Consultation Services, Department 
of Human Services - Headstart, Lifescape, Centennial Saturday Kids Club and from our own 
pastors. The cost of each basket is approximately $100. 
 

The Thanksgiving baskets will be assembled on Monday, November 21, 2016. They 
will include a full Thanksgiving meal with turkey and all the trimmings and enough additional groceries to feed the 
family for the week. This project is a large undertaking and requires a great deal of volunteer effort. Please consider 
helping in one or more of the following ways:  
 
 1) Unload the groceries from the truck and prepare for assembly of baskets on Sunday,  
     November 20, at 2:00 PM.  
 2) Monday, November 21, meet at church at 8:00 am to assemble baskets and load into vehicles for 
     distribution.  
 3) Help deliver a few baskets on Monday, November 21, if necessary.  
 4) Provide a cash donation to purchase groceries.  
 

If you would like to volunteer to help with this project, we encourage you to sign up in the Connection Center begin-
ning Sunday, November 6th, or call Al or LeeAnn Mowbray at (815) 877-0398 (email: agmowbray@comcast.net or 
lkmowbray@comcast.net ). If you choose to donate, checks should be made payable to CUMC and should specify 
“Thanksgiving Basket Project” in the memo line.  

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2406658
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2406658


Richard Stiltner (continued from back page) 

   “I’ve been a Baptist most of my life,” Richard said, 
“but have served in two Methodist churches.” 
   In 1965 he went to Moody Bible Institute in Chica-
go, transferring two years later to Judson University in 
Elgin, where he earned a bachelor’s degree in music with 
vocal emphasis.  Richard was singing in everything, includ-
ing the Moody Chorale, which annually went on tour.  “I 
would eat, drink and sleep that chorale,” he said.   One day 
at Judson, in a music history class, Donald Hustad showed 
up as a guest lecturer. 
   Hustad was an esteemed musician, composer and 
teacher, and recognized leader in evan-
gelical church music for six decades. He 
was Director of the Sacred Music  
Department at Moody.  “I thought 
wouldn’t it be wonderful to study with 
and under him?” Richard said. 
   Later at Southern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary, Richard said, “I got to study (conducting) 
privately with Hustad.” 
   Richard earned a master’s degree in church music 
at Southern.  His first job was at Newport, Virginia, Calva-
ry Baptist Church as minister of music. He was there for 
over 3 years. 
   He joined Larkin Avenue Baptist Church in Elgin, 
as minister of music and youth, and stayed 21 years, serving 
with three pastors. 
   In the late 1990’s, he was the worship planner and 
leader at New Hope Community Church in St. Charles. 

   When they moved to Rockford he continued 
part-time ministry stints at Machesney Park Baptist 
Church, Medina Baptist Church in Medina, Illinois, 
and Maranatha Baptist Church in Popular Grove, 
Illinois.. 
   His daughter, Bethany, moved to Rockford 
during the summer. She’s an addiction counselor at 
Rosecrance for teen-aged boys. She’s also a certified 
art therapist. 
   Richard married his wife, Kathy, 27 years ago. 
She has worked about 10 years at Great Harvest 

Bread Co. She is also a certified  
preschool teacher. 
   The Stiltners came to Rock-
ford in 2002, and have attended 
Heartland Community Church in 
Rockford since then. 
   His pre-retirement and  

post-retirement job has been driving at Wesley Wil-
lows, taking residents to doctors’ appointments and 
activities. “That’s very delightful,” he said, “getting to 
know the residents. I’ve been the beneficiary of much 
wisdom from them.” 
 
Richard is blessed by the way God has lead CUMC 
and himself to join in ministry.  It is his hope and 
prayer that the blessing will be mutual and that God 
alone will be glorified. 
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 The preschool has had a very busy fall so far. We have hosted an open house for the children and their fami-
lies, had our picture day and our parents and teachers met for parent/teacher conferences to discuss the children’s 
development.  We will also be having our annual Halloween parade followed by classroom parties, where the children 
will get to have a special treat and participate in Halloween activities. 
 We are very excited to announce that we are holding our annual Butter Braid fundraiser this fall instead of 
the spring this year.  We will be taking orders for Butter Braids Monday, October 31thru Friday, November 11. 
They will be delivered to the preschool Wednesday, November 16.  Butter Braids are a delicious pastry that comes in 
a variety of flavors (Apple, Cinnamon, Cream Cheese, Raspberry, Caramel Rolls and Strawberry Cream Cheese). Each 
pastry comes individually packaged; you simply take it out the night before and then bake it.  They make great treats 
for the holidays or as gifts for teachers, coaches, etc. This has been a very successful fundraiser for us in the past and 
we hope it will be again this year.  Look for posters in the church office and the preschool.  If you would like to order, 
please contact the office at 815-398-1458. 
 We are also looking forward to hosting our annual Thanksgiving Feast, Wednesday, November 23 at noon 
in Fellowship Hall.  This is a fun event for the children; each child gets to invite one guest to share this meal.  



John grew up knowing the “fire and brimstone” kind 
of preaching since his family attended the church of 
his mother’s brother-in-law who was a preacher there. 
But in the mid 70’s when gas prices went high, John’s 
dad said it cost too much to drive across Milwaukee to 
go there so they switched churches and went to a 
Methodist church. John then learned and enjoyed the 
“open hearts, open minds, open doors” aspect of faith 
through our denomination. 
 
Later in life when he met Susan and they married and 
moved to Cincinnati, they visited many churches.  
Susan came from an Episcopalian church background 
and they attended an Episcopal church where John 
enjoyed the faith traditions. When they moved to 
Rockford, they again began visiting many different 
churches. A co-worker of Susan’s suggested they try 
Christ UMC. They did and fell in love with it. It was 
the early 1990’s with Pastor Jim Moore and Pastor 
Norm Kearney. John and Susan had their young girls 
Ellie and Carrie at that time so the strong children 
and youth programs were important to them. 
 
John has been a teacher a long time so teaching in the 
church was a natural way to live out his faith over the 
years. He explained that he and Susan started teach-
ing Sunday school when their daughters were young. 
Then he taught Confirmation for 8 years and became 
involved in Jr. High Work Camp, following their 
daughters as leaders into Sr. High SALT, and went to 
Snow Camp and Work Camp. 
 
John explained that he feels any good educator makes 
learning a life environment where the teacher is learn-
ing as much from the student as he is teaching. He  
 
 
 

John Murray 

said this was true for him as 
he taught the youth. They 
added tremendously to his 
spiritual growth. 
 
John also has enjoyed using 
his knowledge of professional 
audio for special projects at 
CUMC. He worked with Mitch Olson to produce “Breath of 
Heaven,” a musical CD, as well as others. 
 
John said recently that he, as well as some others, have 
been asked to serve as liturgists. He said, “One Sunday 
Cindy Kentner said, ‘You’re going to get a phone call from 
Scott, just say yes’!”  That is how he started and he has  
decided to “walk down this road awhile and see how it 
works.”  
 
When asked if there were other experiences that have  
particularly impacted his faith, John told of his experience 
attending the second Hurricane Katrina trip with Christ 
UMC, that Laura Widstrom and Pastor Patty Anderson 
organized with 4 or 5 other churches.  John expressed that, 
“He just wanted to help and felt this completely fell under 
the label ‘Love Your Neighbor’.” He knew this was the big-
gest and best way he could do that. He related that, “Seeing 
the devastation up close was horrifying. You never really 
understand the immensity of it until you are right there.”  
 
He said, “A ‘God-thing’ happened when we met the resi-
dents of these homes. Seeing their faith and optimism blew 
me away. If I was in their shoes I couldn’t have the positive 
spirits they had living the way they were. In their way, 
they were loving ME back, being strong in their moment. 
They were loving THEIR neighbor.” 
 

By Beth A. Palm 
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Attention Snowbirds! 
 If anyone is planning to spend the winter in another location and would still like to receive your mail from 
the church, please contact the church office with the following information: 
1. The address where you will be staying 
2. The starting and ending date that you wish to receive mail at the address. 
 Contact the church office at 815-399-5910 or email rroegner@christumc.cc with this information.   

Thank you for your assistance! 
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Getting to Know Hymn; Hanging of the Greens 

Getting to Know Hymn 
“Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” 
German Carol, Sixteenth Century 

Taken with permission from  
The One Year Great Songs 

 of Faith,  

     “I Am the Rose of Sharon,” says Song of 
Songs 2:1.  Medieval interpreters assigned 
these words to Christ, and the rose became 
another epithet for our Lord.  In Isaiah 1:1, one 
of the best-known messianic prophecies speaks 
of a shoot coming up from “the stump of the 
line of Jesse.” 
     This beautiful hymn, which may go back 
even as far as he fourteenth century, takes the 
rose image and the branch prophecy and 
weaves a lovely meditation. (The repeated  
“half-spent was the night” gives us the sense of 
a beautiful event going almost unnoticed.  It 
also suggests a more theological point, that the 
night is still with us.  This Rose sprouted and 
blossomed in the middle of the night, and its 
fragrance is already wafting through the 
world.  But the world will not see it in all its 
beauty until morning, when  Christ is fully re-
vealed as ruler of all. 

Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming 
From tender stem hath sprung! 
Of Jesse’s lineage coming 
As men of old have sung. 
It came, a Flower bright, 
Amid the cold of winter, 
When half-spent was the night. 
 
Isaiah ‘twas foretold it, 
The Rose I have in mind; 
With Mary we behold it, 
The virgin mother kind. 
To show God’s love aright 
She bore to men a Savior, 
When half-spent was the night. 
 
 

This Flower, whose fragrance 
tender 
With sweetness fills the air, 
Dispels with glorious splendor 
The darkness everywhere. 
True man, yet very God, 
From sin and death He saves us 
And lightens every load. 

 
Hanging of  the Greens 

Sunday, November 27, 2016 
  

10:30 a.m. at Our Master’s Center 
Come to Our Master’s Center for an afternoon of fellowship and food. The day’s events  
begin right after the 9:30 a.m. worship service. Bring a dish to pass for the potluck lunch. 
Other activities will include crafts for the children, singing Christmas carols and decorating 
the Sanctuary. 

  
6:30 p.m. at Alpine Center 

Come to the Alpine Center for a family friendly service in which we will sing Christmas carols and learn the meaning 
of some of our Advent and  Christmas traditions as we decorate our Sanctuary and prepare ourselves for the com-
ing  of the Christ Child.  There will be refreshments after the service. The service and refreshments will last less than 
an hour. This is a service you won’t want to miss! 
  
If you would be interested in reading a brief lesson as part of the service, please contact Peg Halpin at 815-979-3213 
by Monday, November 14.   
 
We are also looking for youth or children who would be interested in playing holiday instrumental music before the 
service.   If interested, please contact Jody Warren by Monday, November 14, by calling the church at 815-399-5910 
or by e-mailing jodywarren@christumc.cc.  

mailto:jodywarren@christumc.cc


Page 11 

Please save the dates         

November 

13 Children’s and Family Leader’s Training/  

       Children’s Council  

 Joyful Noise Choir at the 9:30 am/11:00 am  

 services at Alpine Center 

20       Thanksgiving Basket Preparation 

 Praise Kids Choir Sings at Alpine Center 

23 No Wednesday Night Programming 

24 Thanksgiving Day! 

27  Hanging of the Greens  

 NO Sunday school 

 Final Day for Winter Coat Drive 

  

December 

7 Family JAM  - Advent Craft Night 

14 Last Wednesday Night programming for 2016 

17 Children’s Christmas Caroling at 2:00 pm 

18 Cantata (w/Joyful Noise and Praise Kids) 

19 Blue Christmas 

24        Christmas Eve (4:00 pm) Nativity Story 

 Praise Kids Choir/Joyful Noise Choir 

25        One Service at 9:30 am /No Sunday School 
 

 ALWAYS GIVE THANKS! 

Because of Thanksgiving, November is associated 

with gratitude. But giving thanks merits more than just 

a once-a-year focus. The Bible reminds Jesus’ follow-

ers to be thankful at all times and “in all circumstanc-

es” (1 Thessalonians 5:18). Even when facing hardships 

and challenges, we all have many God-given bless-

ings. God, our Creator and Provider, places many 

special people, including our kids, into our lives. Let 

children know you’re grateful for them. Also remind 

them to show gratitude to you, to other people, and 

especially to God. Here are some tips for filling your 

home and family with heartfelt appreciation in  

November and beyond: 

 Model thankfulness in the little things. Thank your kids      

       for picking up something you drop or for being  

       patient with a sibling. 

Encourage the language of thankfulness. If children  

      neglect to show gratitude, prompt (but don’t  

      shame) them with words such as “What can you  

      tell your friend for sharing?” 

  Give small gifts at unexpected times. Let children  

      know that you think of them often and that you  

      thank God for them. 

 Affirm children’s feelings of gratitude. When kids’  

     eyes light up, for example, say, “I can see how  

     thankful you are for that!”  

 

Sunday School Schedule 
 

8:00 a.m.  

*Infants and Toddlers: (Nursery Room) 

*No Sunday School  
 

9:30 am Alpine Center 

*Infants and Toddlers: (Nursery Room) 

*Pre-School Class – Ages 4 to Kindergarten  
         (Room #7) 

*1st Grade – 3rd Grade Class (Room #1) 

*4th Grade – 5th Grade Class (Room # 3) 

 

Note: 

All children begin in the Sanctuary and are dis-

missed after Children's Message except for the first 

Sunday of the month, Kindergarten- 5th grade chil-

dren will begin downstairs. We will all come up to-

gether to take communion and go back to their 

Sunday School classes. 

 

9:30 am OMC 

*Infants and Toddlers: (Nursery Room) 

*Pre-School-Kindergarten Class (Nursery Room) 

*1st Grade – 5th Grade Class (Sunday School Room) 
 

Note: 

 Begin in Sanctuary for the children’s time and  

        dismissed to go to Sunday School  

 

11:00 am Alpine Center 

*Infants and Toddlers: (Nursery Room) 

*Pre-School Class – Ages 4 to Kindergarten   
         (Room #7) 
*1st Grade – 5th Grade Class (Room #1) 

 

Note:  

Children’s communion every Sunday 

NURSERY CARE 
We are pleased  to announce that we have  

hired three Nursery Childcare workers. We want to 

welcome each of them:  

  Alana O’Quinn  

  Chelsea Paragua  

  Katie Brown  

Thank you for all your support! 



November 1 
Amanda Beam 
Vinny Berg 
Lauren Buck 
Jackie Dawson 
Aaron Johnson 
Cindy Kentner 
Sandy Smith 
Laura Wilson 
 
November 2 
Steve Kiley 
Tami Rezin 
Steve Sipe 
 
November 3 
Megan Smick 
Charles Frey 
Tom Kerr 
Jim Lateer 
Lindsay Lundvall 
Rachel Powell 
 
November 4 
Marg Arthur 
Alannah Beaman 
Brooke Corrigan 
Morrie Earnest 
Steven Johnson 
John Leverenz 
Steve Randel 
Jim Ulrich 
 
November 5 
Dave Crane 
Jacki Rodgers 
Jennifer Harris 
Jordan Hulick 
Natalie King 
Kathy Moore 
Christine Woodard 
James Wyatt 
Lisa Tortorici 
 
November 6 
Noah Gustafson 
Steve Kaiser 
Nikayla King 
Leah Rafffety 
Michael Muller 

November 7 
Johann Hayag 
Amy Hicks 
Todd Kennedy 
Christine Swanberg 
 
November 8 
Tori Langley 
Abbi Edwards 
Megan Finch 
Randy Mathews 
Tom McLeod 
Adam Russell 
 
November 9 
Gail Brady 
Lamont Jackson 
Patti Walker 
 
November 10 
Karen Greenwood 
Amy Kurth 
John Murray 
Barry Smith 
 
November 11 
Judy Cox 
Jessica Crombie  
Doug Fisher 
Andy Kaiser 
Laurie Pink 
Jim Wood 
 
November 12 
Alyssa Aarvig 
Mitchell Johnson 
Steve Oyler 
Dagmar Potter 
Joan Gray 
 
November 13 
Ryan Crane 
Stan Umenhofer 
 
November 14 
Jordan Alms 
Tom Cox 
Connie Croffoot 
Phil Dawkins 
Shantel Brewer 
Emily Kneller 
Jeff Layng 
Lara McKinney 
Marc McKinney 
Lynn Ulrich 
 
November 15 
Riley Martin 
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November 16 
Maureen Cook 
Derek Kiley 
Bill Lipton 
Ellie Murray 
Tom Watson 
 
November 17 
Chad Blackburn 
Terry Groncki 
Mike Nelson 
Sean Priewe 
Suzannah Young 
 
November 18 
Emma LaPier 
Alvina Stickels 
Katie Tyson 
 
November 19 
Julia Holmertz 
Jared Jacobsen 
Lil Robinson 
Mike Steward 
 
November 20 
Rhonda Allen 
Samantha Bielefeldt 
Mark Blazer 
Tricia Corrigan 
Karen Cox 
Lauren Swanson 
 
November 21 
Merle Clewett 
Dennis McMullen 
 
November 22 
Aron Greenland 
Nate Meyer 
 
November 23 
William Collins 
Richard Evans 
Geoffrey Kruse- 
     Safford 
Erinn Kuntz 
Jennifer Lundberg 
Joan Noonan 
William Pierce 
Dave Replogle 
Kerry Schaible 
John Seedoff 
Irv Stewart 
Arianna Leon 
 
November 24 
Dan Copeland 
Krina Goss 
Ben Mohrmann 
Gennie Schultz 

November 25 
Pierce Barker 
Anne Beaumont 
Bronwyn Geddes 
Laura Hagerman 
Connie Yates 
Sandra Wright 
 
November 26 
Sarah Bruesewitz 
Donna Carter 
Chey Leaich 
Janet Purkapile 
 
November 27 
Jason Busenbark 
Kay Cull 
Gary Lutes 
 
November 28 
Pat Benedict 
Reagan Ulrich 
Eric Mede 
 
November 29 
Abby Bednar 
Ann Frankenberg 
Jean Garner 
Nancy Cleburn 
Bruce Lauher 
Alex Schmitt 
 
November 30 
Daniel Harris 
Megan Schoff 
Wanda Schroeder 

Birthdays 



 
The Church is People 

 
Sympathy to: 
Scott and Linda Springer on the death of Linda’s 
father 
Sympathy to Nancy and Doug Otwell and family 
on the death of Nancy’s father, Ralph Mulford 
 

Baptisms: 
Baptisms of Gavin Riley Reeder, Liam Dillon 
Reeder, and Marlee Jameson Reeder, children of 
Roxanne Howland, on October 23 
 

New Member: 
Roxanne Howland joined the church on Sunday, 
October 23, by reaffirmation of faith 

Anniversaries; The Church is People; Christmas Angel Project Page 13 

November 1 
Michael and Donna Hayes 
 
November 2 
Tony and Beckie Dzik 
 
November 3 
Doug and Betty Fisher 
 
November 4 
Duncan and Kris Geddes 
 
November 5 
Kerry and Karen Keller 
Matt and Suzannah Young 
 
November 6 
Earl and Arlene Williams 

November 7 
Rich and Lisa Jewell 
Mary and Jim Seigfreid 
 
November 9 
Martin and Linda Lurvey 
 
November 10 
Bob and Joann Turner 
 
November 11 
Kim and Chris Stender 
 
November 13 
Noel and Amy Nickel 
 
November 14 
Amy and Michael Taylor 

 
Christmas Angel Project 

Our Christmas Angel Project is right 
around the corner!  We currently 
serve 6 community organizations, 
and we “gift” over 300 people. As you 
can imagine, this is quite an under-
taking. We really need your help. 
What you can do: 
 
 Pick up an Angel Tag at a Sun-

day service starting November 20. We ask that all 
gifts are returned with the Angel Tag attached by  

       December 11. 

 Donate curling ribbon, gift boxes, tissue or medium 
size gift bags for those awkward sized presents. We 
have plenty of rolls of wrapping paper, tape, REALLY 
BIG gift bags and stick-on bows. 

 Come and wrap with us! We can’t have enough wrap-
pers. We will wrap an evening this year to accommo-
date those who work weekdays. Wrapping at CUMC at 
4:30 p.m. on Monday, December 12 and at 9 a.m. on 
Tuesday, December 13.  

 
This is a wonderful opportunity to socialize with fellow 
church members, share the holiday spirit, and make a posi-
tive impact on our community! If you have any questions, 
please call Ken Walker at 815-540-3423. 

November 16 
Don and Gennie Schultz 
 
November 17 
George and Jean Garner 
Robert and Hazel O’Quinn 
 
November 20 
Jonathan and Mildred        
Hayag 
 
November 21 
Will and Jacki Rodgers 
 
November 23 
Krina and David Goss 
Derek and Jenny Hunter 
Tom and Kay Schwalbach 
 

November 24 
Cliff and Joan Gray 
Byron and Martha Janke 
 
November 25 
Jeff and Christine Swanberg 
 
November 27 
Carlton and Jan Rittweger 
 
November 29 
Charlie and Joanne Last 
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 From Emily Dilonardo 
Many, many heartfelt thanks (from my much-improved 
heart) to every one of my church family.  Thank you for 
the beautiful prayer shawl, the many prayers, cards, phone 
calls, visits and treats.  For friendship above and beyond.  
To Pastor Scott and Pastor Dee for their hospital and re-
hab visits.  I know my recovery is paved with all of your 
prayers and kindness. 

 From Jim and Linda Baker 
Jim and Linda Baker would like to thank everyone who 
participated, donated or prayed for us in the recent 
Walk to Defeat ALS.  The Walk raised over $60,000 
and Team Baker’s Dozen raised over $4,000.  Thank 
you to John and Sara Skaggs for their help in organizing 
our team. 

 From Renée Johnson 
The Quilt Group of CUMC will be on hiatus from Octo-
ber 15 to mid-January, 2017.  Thank you to all who met 
faithfully each week and made quilts for workcamp and 
Tender Loving Crafts.  All our profits go to UMW 
missions. 

 From Lil Robinson 
I want to thank you for the beautiful prayer shawl that was 
given to me before my surgical procedure.  It made me feel 
so blessed by your kindness and the beautiful prayer that 
was attached.  It made me feel much closer to God.  My 
surgery went well.  Thanks again for this beautiful gift.  
Bless all of you. 

 From Diane Kirkland 
It’s never easy to go through surgery but having your 
thoughts, prayers, calls, visits and cards gave me the 
uplift I needed.  My recovery is coming along just fine 
and I’ll be back in church soon. 

From TLC Co-Chairs, Diane Wilson and Carla White-
Carpenter, and the Committee 
The TLC Co-Chairs would like to announce that we made 
over $5000 from the Tender Loving Crafts Show to help 
and support women, youth, and children, locally, national-
ly, and globally. Thank you to all who chaired or worked 
on a committee, to individuals and groups who made prod-
ucts for sale, to anyone who volunteered in any way and 
for staff who graciously used their time and talents to  
support our cause. It takes a lot to make the event happen 
and we couldn’t have done it without YOU. 

 Red Wagon Sunday Results 
Thanks to those who generously donated, 755 pounds 
of non-perishable foods were distributed between Christ 
the Carpenter's food pantry and the Rock River Valley 
Pantry. This volume of food equates to $1,275.95. Both 
pantries conveyed a heartfelt thank you for helping 
those experiencing a food crisis. 

 

 
 

Thursday, November 24 
1:00 pm 

Alpine Dining Room 
You’re invited to celebrate the day with your church family! 

We’ll provide turkey, dressing and potatoes.   
Please bring a dish to pass and join us. 

 
 

Sign up at the Connection Center or call the church office at 815-399-5910. 
Any questions, please contact Gayle George at the church office or 

email her at gaylegeorge@christumc.cc. 

Thank You Notes; Thanksgiving Dinner at CUMC 



 
Coins for Rainbow Covenant giving in November 

 
Our coins for Rainbow Covenant mission giving each Sunday in November will go to  
Prison Release Ministry.  
 

 Located in Joliet, Illinois 

 >95% of people in prison will one day be released and return to society 

 As  many as 70% of these people return to prison within 30 months if they did not get a job 

 Prison Release Ministry helps them find employment to improve the quality of their lives  

Page 15 Sermon Shapers; Rainbow Covenant 

 Advent Sermon Shapers 
Teacher: The pastor scheduled to preach for the upcoming Sunday will teach the respective class session. 
Meeting Frequency: Weekly, for four weeks 

Two options available: 
Start Date: Wednesday, November 30th  Start Date: Friday, December 2nd 
Meeting Time: 6:00 to 7:30 PM                                     Meeting Time: 9:30 to 11:00 AM 
Location: Alpine Dining Room    Location: OMC Coffee House 
 

Description: “Sermon Shapers” refers to class members meeting with the pastor scheduled to preach the upcoming 
Sunday in order to reflect on the Scripture for that week. Comments from class members will likely impact the devel-
opment of that Sunday’s sermon. The pastor will present to the class members reflections she or he is having on the 
passage at hand, and then the discussion will branch off from there. No book required; just bring your Bible! Prior to 
the start of class, a list of Scriptures to be preached on for the Advent season will be distributed to class members  
via e-mail.  

Help Needed for Court Street UMC  
Thanksgiving Dinner  

 
 Plans are underway for the free Thanksgiving dinner for the lonely and homeless at Court Street UMC.  This 
is an opportunity for members of our congregations to work together to serve the needy. Court Street UMC is at 215 
N. Court Street.  The dinner will be Thursday, November 24—11:00 am –1:00 pm. 
 
 Donations needed:  30 baked pies (store baked or frozen) and cash donations to Court Street UMC. (Mark  
Court St. Thanksgiving Dinner in the memo line) 
 
 Volunteers are needed:  Phone Nancy if you can help on any of these dates:   
  November 21,22,23,24 (Thanksgiving Day), or 25. 
  
If there is leftover food, it will be shared with other programs serving the poor and hungry in our community. For 
more information call Court Street UMC at 815-962-6061. 
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 Getting to Know You: Richard Stiltner 
  by Don Black 

 

Check out our website: 

www.christumc.cc 

(continued on page 8) 

   As the story 
goes, his father paced 
the hospital floor – 
awaiting his birth – 
along with actor Pat 
O’Brien, who was  
famous for his roles in 
“Knute Rockne” and 
“Some Like It Hot.” 
   His father 
was a salesman,  
primarily going door 
to door selling vacuum cleaners and sewing machines. 
His mother was a stay-at-home Mom. 
   He has two younger sisters who stayed on the 
East Coast. Last month they survived Hurricane  
Matthew: one of them in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina,  
and the other in St. Augustine, Florida. 
   Richard was involved in Youth for Christ in 
high school. Its director was a good song leader, whom 
he admired. 

 Richard Stiltner wasn’t a musician before  
becoming a Christian. It was the other way around. 
   The new director of the Chancel Choir at Our 
Master’s and the Wesley Ringers at Alpine Center gave 
his life to Christ before pursuing a career. 
   At 8 years old, Richard said he witnessed his 
mother “come forward” to a Baptist church altar and saw 
the change in her life.  “It was miraculous,” he said dur-
ing an interview.   
 Within months she sent him to a non-
denominational Bible camp. “I responded. I just under-
stood it,” he said, accepting his call from Christ. 
  Looking back, Richard said he started singing in 
the fifth grade. He sang in musicals, chorales, and solos 
all the way through high school and college. 
   He didn’t take up an instrument until he was in 
college, playing the guitar and singing in folk groups 
which seem to form spontaneously from time to time. 
   Richard was born in Santa Monica, California, 
when his father was in the military there. He was raised 
in Huntington, West Virginia, where he graduated from 
high school. 



The Fall Bash was held on Sunday, October 9 
at Our Master’s Center 

 
Around 100 people attended and enjoyed a perfect fall 

day! There was a cookout, face painting, games,  
a bounce house, and a pumpkin carving contest. 


