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CUMC to òTeam Up to Clean Upó on May 19 

By Pastor Dee Mede 

    The                   Flame  

Saturday, May 19, will be the first Team Up to 
Clean Up day at Christ UMC.  On this day a large 
team of volunteers will meet at both Centers to take 
on the chores that need to be done to keep our church 
and Godõs house looking good and in good repair. 
This is your chance to get to know all those other 
people who are your brothers and sisters at CUMC 
that donõt worship at your worship service, but may 
be the worldõs greatest window 
washer, toy disinfector, or 
mulcher that you never knew!   
 
Being Christõs hands and feet in 
the world does not only happen 
away from the church, it also 
needs to happen in the church.  
We need you to be those hands 
and feet right here so Team Up 
to Clean Up. 
 
The day is based on 2 principles: 
 
 1.  Many hands make work light! 
 2.  Many people make work fun! 

 
Over the next month you will be invited to sign up 
for the job(s) that fit your talents.  There will be a 
wide variety of jobs offered from garden work, to 
painting, window cleaning, pew cleaning, toy  
maintenance, knitting & crocheting, and lunch  
preparation to name a few. Sign ups will be available 

in the narthex of both campuses.  Eric and Pastor 
Dee Mede will also be visiting the Centers to help 
with sign ups and are available if you have  
questions. 
 
When you sign-up, you will be asked to sign up for 
your first and second choice of jobs.  You will also 
be asked for your t-shirt size and if you have any 
dietary restrictions, because what is a large church 

event without a meal?!  We are 
Methodists - we have to eat!!! 
 
The goal is to have most if not 
all of the jobs completed by 
lunch when we will all gather 
together at the Alpine Center 
for our Luncheon Meal/Party at 
1:00 p.m.  We will all gather  

together to celebrate a day of working together for 
the glory of God and the betterment of our church.   

 

Please save the date of  May 19th  
on your calendar:  

Team up to Clean Up:  
8:00 a.m.ñ1:00 p.m. 

 
Look for the opportunity to sign up coming soon. 
Contact Eric or Pastor Dee Mede with any 
Questions at the church office, 815-399-5910. 
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Finish Strong 
òNow to him who by the power at work within us is able to 

accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imag-
ine, to him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all 

generations, for ever and ever. ò   
(Ephesians 3:20-21, NRSV)   

 

Where were we? 
In December, 2014, we had a debt of almost $1.7 million 
dollars, with $11,397.06 coming out of our ministry 
budget each month to pay principal and interest on the 
mortgage.  With this much going to debt service, our 
ministry was severely hampered.  We could afford only a 
part-time childrenõs ministry staff person, and our com-
munications ministries were sorely outdated.  We 
yearned for a day when our debt would be reduced and 
funds would be freed up for life-giving ministry.  In the 
spring 2015, we launched Ditch the Debt, 
Grow Our Ministries.  By the grace of 
God, we received pledges for $1.137 
million.  That amount wouldnõt knock 
out the debt, but it would make a major 
dent.  By summer of 2015, both parson-
ages were paid off and we were making 
headway on the Rosecrance debt.  The 
principal payments for the mortgage 
started coming out of capital campaign 
funds, meaning that the ministry budg-
et covered only the interest payments. 
 
Where are we? 
In January, 2018, your giving took us beyond the pledged 
$1.137 million figure!  Frankly, we were blown away.  
Our capital campaign consultant, Rev. Dustin Cooper, 
had warned us that debt-reduction campaigns can be diffi-
cultñit would take a lot of work to receive 100% of the 
pledged amount.  Back in 2015, I had figured that we 
would be biting our nails in spring 2018, praying that 
weõd come close to 95% of pledged by May.  I never 
dreamed that weõd shoot beyond it in January!   

A Word from the Senior Pastor 

In April, we sent out letters to the entire congregation, 
inviting people to Finish Strong : to complete their 
pledges, make an additional gift, or offer a first-time gift.  
The outpouring of donations has been overwhelming. 
¶  One donor informed us that he will continue to 
             make annual contributions to knock out the debt, 
             even after the campaign has concluded. 
¶  We have received gifts from Minimum Required 
             Distributions from IRAs. 
¶  We have received gifts of appreciated stock. 

¶  A donor turned in the rent received from a  
             second home. 
¶  We have received first-time gifts from new  
              members and people who did not pledge before. 
 
Instead of biting my nails, Iõm developing the happiest 
form of writerõs cramp, as I write thank-you notes for 
each donation of $100 or more toward the campaign.  In 

our office, Donna Riha and Robin 
Roegner are working feverishly to track 
the contributions and keep us updated 
on funds that have come in AND further 
reductions on the debt.  The Connection 
Team, led by Pete and Pat Erickson 
with Campaign Co-chair Lynne Vass, 
continues to work on activities to cele-
brate the completion of the campaign on 
May 13.  We are planning a glorious 
celebration, with an announcement of 

total funds raised and praise to God for this amazing out-
pouring. 
 
Where will we be? 
On May 14, our money counters will provide Donna and 
Robin with records of funds received through May 13.  
Donna will give me a list of thank you letters to write, 
and Robin will calculate a final figure of funds raised (this 
is assuming that we may receive additional funds on  
May 13).  The Finance Committee, chaired by  

Journey with Jane 

Journey with Jane continued on Page 3 



Alpine Center 
(MAILING ADDRESS FOR  

BOTH  CENTERS): 
4509 Highcrest Road 
Rockford, Il  61107 

Phone:  815-399-5910 
Office Hours: MondayñFriday 

8:30 a.m.ñ5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday Worship Services 
Blended Worship Services: 

8:00 and 9:30 a.m. 
     Celebration Service:  

11:00 a.m. 

Our Masterõs Center 
5973 Darlene Drive 
Rockford, Il  61109 

Phone: (815)399-5910 
   

Sunday Worship Service 
9:30 a.m. Child care is available 

Rev. Jane Eesley, Sr. Pastor 
jeesley@christumc.cc 

Rev. Scott Himel, Assoc. Pastor 
shimel@christumc.cc 

Rev. Deanna Mede, Assoc. Pastor 
dmede@christumc.cc 

Welcome to Christ United Methodist Church!  
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The Flame is a monthly publication of 
Christ United Methodist Church,  
available by mail or online at 
www.christumc.cc. 
EditorñLinda Kuntz 
Features WritersñDon Black,  
Mark McGowan, Beth A. Palm 
Contributing Photographer ñ 
Joe Whinnery 
Director of  Worship Arts ñ 
Jody Warren 

Christ UMC Facebook Pages 
Christ United Methodist Church page 

https://www.facebook.com/cumcrockford 
Christ UMC Childrenõs and Family Ministries page 

https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry 
Christ UMC Student Ministries page 

https://www.facebook.com/studentministriescumc/  

Check out our website at: 
www.christumc.cc 

Scott Arthur, will get to work, starting with the meet-
ing on May 15. Finance will assess the status of our 
debt and seek bids to re-finance our debt or re-
structure our current loan.  Because we will need to 
cover the entire mortgage (principal and interest) out 
of our ministry budget starting in June, the Finance 
Committee will work hard to find the best option to 
reduce our monthly mortgage while still making head-
way on reducing the debt.  Obviously, the more money 
that comes in by May 13, the more we can pay down 
the mortgage and reduce future debt service.  The less 
we spend on the monthly mortgage, the more funds 
are freed up for important ministry in Christõs name. 
 
Where will we be, really? 
We will be in a different place financially, but we will 
still be where we always have been, in the arms of a 
loving God who guides us and inspires us to live faith-
fully and serve others.  I canõt wait to see what God 
will do next! 
 
With Easter joy, 

 Jane  

Journey with Jane continued from Page 2 

 

 Vacation Bible School  
Rolling River Rampage 

June 11-15, 2018 
9:00 amñ12:00 pm, Alpine Center 

 
Vacation Bible School is open to children  

4 years of age through 6th grade.  
There are special field trips scheduled  

for the graduating 6th graders.  
 

Register online at: 
https://rrr.cokesburyvbs.com/  

For more information contact Joy Hayag at the church 
office, 815-399-5910 or jhayag@christumc.cc. 

Registration is free!!   

https://www.facebook.com/cumcrockford/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/studentministriescumc/
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UMW Circle Schedule 
The United Methodist Women invite all women 
of  the church to their circle meetings. Visitors 
are welcome and encouraged!  To learn more 
about each circle, contact Carla White-Carpenter 
at 815-885-3425  Some circles do not meet in the  
summer. 

 

 
Priscilla Circle  

Priscilla Circle will meet May 21, at 6:00 pm (note 
time and date) in the home of Deb Laskey, 811  
Gregory Way, Winnebago.  We will be having our 
end-of-year appetizer potluck.  Co-hostess will pro-
vide dessert.  We will be working on next yearõs cal-
endar.  Join us for an evening of food, fun & fellow-
ship.  Questions?  Call Deb Laskey at 815-979-8555. 
 
 

Caravan Circle 
The Caravan Circle will meet for our year-end fellow-
ship on Wednesday, May 16, at 10:00 (note time 
change) at Lydia's Cafe, 1710 Rural St.  This has been 
a fun get-together for us as we get to know each other 
better. We will have fun and food. Deb Whinnery will 
have the schedule for next year for sign-ups. Think 
about a program that you will be responsible for and 
what month you would like.  Please RSVP to Geneve 
Harris at 574-612-9495. 
 

Martha Circle  
Martha Circle will look forward to the Annual Spring 
Salad Luncheon on Wednesday, May 9, at 12:00 noon 
in the Alpine Fellowship Hall , with program to fol-
low in the Alpine sanctuary.  After a difficult winter, 
letõs celebrate  spring  with our friends, and look for-
ward to summer. Wilma Porter at 815-877-3465  and 
Donna Simmons at 815-877-5381.    

Out to Lunch Bunch 
Maryõs Market, 4431 E. State St., 
Thursday, May 24, at 12:30 p.m. 

For reservations, please contact Nancy Vogel at 815-
633-6894 by Monday, May 21. 

Quiltersõ Annual Ta-Da Party 
Save the Date 

Thursday, June 28 at 9:00 am 
Alpine Fellowship Hall  

Everyone is welcome for our annual Ta-Da party. Bring 
friends and family as we celebrate our work to date.  Refresh-
ments will be served and quilts will be available for sale.  We 
will also have a bed-turning.  Bring a special quilt that you 
have to show and tell us its story.  If you have any questions, 
call Renèe Johnson at 815-397-9270. 

Save the date for TLC! 
Saturday, October 6, 2018 

This yearõs annual T ender Loving Craft Fair will be held  
Saturday, October 6, to coincide with Edgebrookõs  
Cinnamon and Cider.   
 
We are currently looking for the following: 
¶  Co-chairs for Exhibitors and Volunteers 

¶  Individuals (male or female) or groups who make 
quality homemade goods to start making them to donate 
to the UMW TLC craft booth.  Consider discussing this 
with your circles, menõs groups, and friends. 

¶       Exhibitorsñwe had rave reviews last year with the 
changed date. 

 
All money made goes to missions.  For general questions,  
please contact Diane Wilson at 815-282-6931. For  
exhibitors, please contact Diane Kirkland at 815-621-3118. 

TLC Womenõs Clothing Resale 
As we transition from winter to spring and summer, please 
set aside clothing you no longer want.  Collections at the 
church sites will start the beginning of September.  We are 
looking for all sizes of womenõs clothing in good condition.  
Sweaters, jackets, coats, blouses, slacks, shoes and purses are 
included in the sale.  If you have questions, please contact 
Karen McWilliams at 402-880-7889. 

UMW Greeting Cards  
Cards by the UMW will be available for sale in Fel-
lowship Hall, Alpine Center on May 13 and May 27.  
Stop by and see our selection. 
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Good Grief  Support Group  
 Thursday, May 24, 5:00-7:00 pm,  

Alpine Coffee House 
Good Grief is a grief support group for anyone who has 
lost a loved one.  No sign-ups necessary; just come as 
you can.   Next meeting will be on June 28. Please 
contact Pastor Dee if you have any questions. 

 The UMW Spring Salad Luncheon will be Wed, May 9 at noon at Alpine Fellowship Hall. Bring a salad and 
come for good food and a good program. After we eat, we will move into the Sanctuary (hence the change to Fellow-
ship Hall instead of the Dining Room). Ris±õ Barker and Jody Warren will have a program called "A Little Afternoon 
Music." We are looking forward to their program.  
 
 A love offering will be taken to go towards the church's music ministry. Bring your salad and bring a friend! 
Any questions? Call either Britta Peterson at 815-222-5866 or Geneve Harris at 574-612-9495.  

MELD Baby Shower May 6 
at Alpine and Our Master's Centers  

during Coffee Hours 
MELD'S mission is òguiding young parents to build a 
strong family & lead a respectable life by providing 
shelter, education and life skills training.ó MELD 
would appreciate your gifts of new baby supplies such 
as baby wipes, disposable diapers, baby lotion and 
shampoo, as well as new or gently used items such 
as infant and toddler clothing, blankets, highchairs, 
playpens, car seats, bath tubs and strollers. Your 
gifts do not need to be wrapped. Monetary gifts can be 
given for purchase of needed items. Checks can be made 
to CUMC, with MELD noted on the memo line. 

òOne and Doneó 
The Sequel 

 

Our Masterõs Center Chancel Choir  
òOne and Doneó Summer Ministry 

The Chancel Choir is repeating their òOne and Doneó  
ministry this summer.  We will practice on a Wednesday 
and sing the following Sunday and then be DONE for that 
month.  Check out the schedule below, and join us at any or 
all of these ministries. 
  
¶  If youõve always wanted to try choir, but havenõt, 
youõre invited! 

¶  If your schedule could not handle a regular weekly 
practice, youõre invited! 

¶  If you are a Sanctuary Choir member and miss singing 
in the summer, youõre invited! 

¶  If you are a Wesley Ringers ringer and want to be a     
singer, youõre invited! 

¶  If youõre 18 years old or more, you are invited! 
  

òOne and Done" Ministry Schedule 
June: 
      Wednesday Rehearsal -  6/6 at 7:00 PM  
       Sunday Ministry - 6/10 at 8:45 am for warm up  

       rehearsal and 9:30 am service. 

July:  
       Wednesday  Rehearsal - 7/11 at 7:00 PM 
       Sunday Ministry - 7/15 at 8:45 am for warm up  
       rehearsal and 9:30 am service. 

August:  
       Wednesday Rehearsal - 8/22 at 7:00 PM  
       Sunday Ministry - 8/26 at 8:45 am for warm up  
       rehearsal and 9:30 am service. 

 

Any questions?  Email Richard Stiltner 
at rstiltner@christumc.cc . 

  

Items Needed for Vacation Bible School 
VBS 2018 is looking for items that relate to this yearõs 
theme: Rolling River Rampage,  for decorations during 
the week of June 11-15. We need items such as boat 
paddles, tubes, life vests, inflatable raft, used brown 
grocery bags, 3ft., 4 ft. 6 ft. Christmas trees, and  
artificial green plants.  As you encounter these items  
during your spring cleaning, please think of us. We will 
return them to you as soon as VBS is over. 

Spring Salad Luncheon  
Wednesday, May 9  

Noon, Alpine Fellowship Hall  

mailto:rstiltner@christumc.cc
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CUMC Senior Fellowship Group 
Friday, May 18, at noon, 

Alpine Center Dining Room  
 Come and join this group for seniors for a won-
derful homemade lunch and fellowship with your friends.  
After lunch, weõll have a special guest, Rev. Gordon John-
son (see his introduction on page 15 of this issue of The 
Flame).  Heõll tell us his about his role at CUMC this 
summer and about the Bible study heõll be teaching for 
older adults. 
 Please call the church office at 815-399-5910 to 
make your reservation by Monday, May 14. 

WOWS  
Widows Or Widowers and Singles 

Open to all single women  
age 65 and over 

 
In May: 

We will be going to a play at Rockford University at 2:00 
pm on May 20.  Weõll meet at Olive Garden for lunch at 
noon.  Tickets are $28 unless we have 10 or more people, 
then tickets are $23.  Any questions, please call Phyllis 
Melenas at 815-633-2288. 
 

In June: 
WOWS is going to Garrettõs on Bell School Road for 
lunch on June 20, at noon.  For reservations, please  
contact Carol Letsinger at 815-399-1291 no later than 
June 15. 
 

In July: 
On Wednesday, July 18, the WOWS will have lunch at 
Stockholm Inn.  We will meet there at noon.  To make a 
reservation or if you have questions, please call Sandi at 
815-963-7634. 

Fellowship News 

Scrapbooking Group 
Scrapbooking/Stamping is scheduled Saturday,  
May 19,  from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the Alpine Trinity 
building .  Please note location change!  Stay for all day or 
just a half day - whatever fits your schedule.  Not every-
one in our group scrapbooks.  Some are stamping or 
working on other projects, so join us for a fun day of 
crafting!  If children will be joining us, it's requested 
they be at least middle school age.    
 
As always, please bring money for a sandwich plus a 
snack to share and your own beverage.  Any questions, 
call Mary Hicks at 815-742-1136 

 

Movie Night  
May 25: The Zookeeper's Wife  

 

    Going to the zoo was not just a pleasant day looking at animals at the Warsaw zoo during World War II. For  
almost 300 Jews, it was life saving. The owners of the zoo, Jan Zabinski (Johan Bruhl) and his wife Antonina Zabiska 
(Jessica Chastain) protected and helped them escape the Nazis. The Zookeeper's Wife (2017) is based on a true story 
told in a book by Diane Ackerman. The movie is rated PG-13 for thematic elements, disturbing images, violence, brief 
sexuality, nudity, and smoking. 
 
    Adults are invited to watch this movie on Friday, May 25, in the Alpine Center Sacred Grounds Coffee House 
(door #5). Bring your teens at your discretion.  We gather at 6:15 p.m. to fill our bowls with popcorn and other 
treats and start the movie at 6:30. There's an intermission and afterwards a discussion, all concluding by 9:30.  The 
coffee house has a big screen TV and comfortable sofas.  If you have questions about the movie or the evening, call 
George and Mary English, 815 397-4883. 
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Coins for Rainbow Covenant giving in May 
.Our coins for Rainbow Covenant in May will go to the 2018 Bishopõs Appeal ð Global  
Migration Advance. Bishop Dyck challenges us this year to remember our brothers and 
sisters around the world who are victims of the GREATEST GLOBAL MIGRATION 
CRISIS  since World War II and possibly in history. UMCOR and Global Ministries are 
addressing the global refugee and migration contexts guided by 4 principles: 
 

¶ the right to stay and flourish in oneõs country of origin 

¶ safe passage for those with no viable alternative but to leave 

¶ welcoming and belonging, a process wherein migrants, refugees, and receiving communities work together to 
meet the needs of new arrivals 

¶ support for the returned to help them reintegrate with dignity into their home countries after deportation 
 
75% will go to the Global Migration Advance for international assistance to refugees and migrants. 25% will stay in 
the NIC to support local churches and organizations like Refugee One and World Relief that work with local immi-
grant and refugee families. 
  

Summer Camps; Bikes, Trikes & Blessings 

Correction to the April Flame  
On page 15 of the April issue of  The Flame, there was a 
number which was incorrect.  In the section under 
òCharitable IRA Rollover,ó the second sentence begins 
òAny amount (up to $10,000)éó That figure should be 
$100,000, not $10,000. 

Bikes, Trikes & 
Blessings! 

 
Wednesday, May 16 
6:00-7:30 pm, Alpine 
Preschool Courtyard, 

Parking Lots  
 
 

Whatõs better than church and preschool families  
coming together for a fun night of bikes, trikes and  
blessings? 
 
All families will meet in the preschool courtyard for a 
bike or trike blessing. After that, children age 5 and un-
der will go to the preschool drop off parking lot for their 
bicycle fun! Children age 6 and older will head over to 
the south parking lot of the church where there will be 
bicycle races and games to be played!   
 
Dinner will be served to participating families in the  
preschool courtyard.   

Summer Camps 
Following is a list of our upcoming summer camp pro-
grams.  We have a limited number of spots for the sum-
mer, so itõs important to register as soon as possible. You 
can register for the whole summer or individual weeks, 
depending on the schedule you need. Contact the pre-
school with questions at 815-398-1458 and to register. 
 
May 28-June 1*  Backyard Fun 
June 4-8   Construction 
June 11-15   Along the Seashore 
June 18-22   Wet & Wild I  
June 25-29   Animal Planet 
July 2-6**    Stars & Stripes 
July 9-13   Games Galore 
July 16-20   Wet & Wild II  
July 23-27   Mad Science 
July 30-August 3  Bon Appetite 
August 6-10   Arts & Crafts 
August 13-17***   Wet & Wild III  
 
 
*Closed Monday for Holiday 
**Closed Tuesday for Holiday 
***Closed Friday 
 



(Mark West continued from back page) 
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Electric.  òMy father could build anything, do any-
thing,ó Mark said. But he also ran a business, so he 
didnõt get to go sporting events or school functions. 
   Mark has two brothers. His younger one died 
a year ago. His older one lives in Alaska, and he has a 
half-sister in Oregon, IL. 
   The summer of his junior year in high school, 
Mark worked with his father the entire summer.  òIt 
was me and him.ó  òWe took breaks together, ate 
lunch together, and got to know each other better,ó he 
says. òIt gave me time with Dad,ó he said. òIt was hard 
work, but some of my best memories of our time to-
gether.ó 
   Mark said, òMy dad was pretty much ôthe 
electricianõ for all the local baker-
ies, and we loved it when he 
brought home fresh baked bread.ó 
   His mother was a 
bookkeeper for Communications 
Development Corp. 
   Mark lived in Machesney 
Park until he was about 19 years old, before moving 
to Rockford. 
   As a policeman, Mark had training from the 
University of Illinois, and as a sergeant, graduated 
from the Northwestern Universityõs School of Police 
Staffing and Command. 
   The second day of class was on Sept. 11, 
2001.  The class of police commanders were told by 
their instructor about the attacks on the Twin Tow-
ers. 
   Mark worked the night shift, by choice, in the 
downtown east area. He enjoyed the busy time and 
working with the diversified community. 
   When Mark was promoted to sergeant in 
2000, his father was present, in his wheelchair. His 
father died a year later. 
   òOne of the happiest moments of my life was 
seeing him bursting with pride for me,ó Mark said. 
   He explained that then Police Chief Jeff Niel-
sen acknowledged his father and their relationship in 
the community. 

  Mark was the ranking member of the committee 
that developed the present district organization of the 
police department. He was commander of District 2, in 
the downtown area, as a lieutenant directing about 50 
people. 
   òI thoroughly liked being a shift commander, be-
cause you get to decide whatôs important,ó he said. 
   Most of his career, Mark worked the 9 p.m. to 6 
a.m. or 8 p.m. to 4 a.m. shifts. 
   He attended church as a small boy, but his family 
wasnõt active. After retirement, and working days, he 
started coming to church with Missie, who has attended 
here most of her life. 
   Mark worked for the Rockford Park District Po-

lice after retiring.  In 2007 he turned 
his photography hobby into a busi-
ness. Photography also was his fa-
therõs hobby. 
   Mark passed up being an ID 
detective ð which involved photog-
raphy ð because òI love training peo-

ple,ó he said.  Mark trained about 20 rookie police officers 
during his career.  òA lot of them are running the depart-
ment now,ó he said. 
   By 2008 Mark was doing photos of weddings, 
families, and seniors in high school. Heõs working on fin-
ishing up his basement, which has a photo studio. 
   Mark also combined another love, the Chicago 
Cubs, with his hobby. He has many photos of players in 
action, enhanced through computer programs.   He also 
did baseball cards once for the Riverhawks. 
   Frequent subjects of his photography are Grace, a 
yellow lab, and Hank, a black lab. 
   Mark is such a Cubs fan that he drove to Chicago 
years ago when bricks from Wrigley Field were available. 
He has one built into the front brick veneer of his house. 
And, he has a photo of it to show you, along with thou-
sands of other photos. 
 

  
 

¶  Church members, friends, and family members are invited to clap, tap your feet, and sing 

¶  Join us as we celebrate the meaning and spirit of Pentecost, New Orleans style.   

¶  A Wing and A Prayer Dixieland Orchestra will lead worship at all three services at Alpine Center.  

Cnmôs enqfds sn vd`q qdc  

A Wing and A Prayer Dixieland Orchestra  

Pentecost services at Alpine Center,  
8:00, 9:30, and 11:00, on Sunday, May 20 



Martha and her husband Jim moved to Rockford in 
June of 2015 after living in Utica, IL for 18 years. She 
had heard from several people good things about 
Christ UMC. She came one Sunday to the 11:00 a.m. 
service at the Alpine  Center, trying to sneak in. She 
liked the idea of a large church where she could be 
anonymous ð ha ha! Several people greeted her know-
ing that she was new to the church. 
 
She began coming regularly, meeting new people here 
and there. Something Martha learned from moving in 
the past is that every time you move you have to meet 
new friends. One place to do that is at church. During 
her first year at Christ UMC she began attending 
many of the pastor-led classes to get to know other 
Christians. She also enjoys going to the Friday night 
movies when she can. She shared, òIt is fun to see how 
others interpret the movie.ó 
 
Martha has enjoyed living out her faith in the church 
by serving in the coffee hour with her cousin by mar-
riage, Jane Reuber. They enjoy connecting together as 
family and as church family in this ministry. Martha 
utilized her gift of hospitality at Vacation Bible School 
last year when she helped with the snacks. She found 
it very enjoyable and well run. 
 
Martha grew up in the United Methodist Church and 
explained that the message communicated back then 

made it seem that 
God was abstract 
and not current 
in our lives. She 
expressed that 
now is so much better,  
 
òYou feel God is in the present, and God is all around.ó 
Martha sees God as more accessible and talking to other 
Christians has helped her learn that. Martha said she was 
shy before. She has been a hairdresser for 40 years and 
learned to extend herself to other people. She discovered, 
òmeeting new people grows your faith.ó 
 
She has found that God puts you in touch with the people 
you need at the time. Martha shared òGod helps you find 
compatible friends, especially if you ask God.ó 
 
Martha received a book on prayer from a client when she 
was doing hair in Peru, IL while living in Utica. Love to 
Pray by Alvin Vander Griend is a 40 day devotional for 
deepening prayer life that has impacted Marthaõs faith. 
Martha shared that silent prayer works best for her and 
this book is a helpful tool. She uses it often and takes it 
with her when she travels. Martha shared that she needs 
reminders of how effective praying is. òPrayer can do more 
than we realize. It shows where faith and prayers can take 
you if you just ask God.ó 

By Beth A. Palm 
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Martha Hooley  

A Fresh Takeé 

The Youth Perspective 
By Karissa Lin 

One of my favorite verses is Proverbs 3:5. This verse says: òTrust in the Lord with all your heart, and 
lean not on your own understanding.ó  
 
This verse is extremely important to me. It reminds me to trust in God because He knows more than I do. Do not 
rely on your own understanding because you may think that you know whatõs best for you, but God has a better plan. 
I have seen an example of this in my own life. Once I thought I knew what was best for me, and things ended up not 
happening the way I had wanted them to.  
 
Instead, God had a bigger and better plan. He knows whatõs best for me and I do not. We need to maintain a trust 
with God so that we can fulfill Godõs will for us and live a life of purpose.  
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Getting to Know Hymn  
òI Sing the Almighty Power of Godó 

Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 

�7�D�N�H�Q���Z�L�W�K���S�H�U�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���I�U�R�P�� 
�7�K�H���2�Q�H���<�H�D�U���*�U�H�D�W���6�R�Q�J�V�����R�I���)�D�L�W�K���� 

�7�\�Q�G�D�O�H���+�R�X�V�H���3�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�U�V������������ 

 Isaac Watts never married, yet he loved 
children.  In his own childhood he was precocious.  
He learned Latin when he was four, Greek when he 
was eight or nine, French when he was eleven, and 
Hebrew when he was thirteen.  As an adult, he not 
only wrote books on theology, but on psychology, 
logic, and astronomy as well.  He also wrote a book 
of childrenõs songs which included this hymn, even 
though it was considered a hymn for adults.  His 
Divine and Moral Songs for Children was the first 
hymnal written for children and remained popular 
for more than a hundred years. 
 
 The first lesson that a child should learn is 
a lesson that adults should never forget: The great 
God who created this vast universe loves us and 
keeps us in His care.  òI Sing the Mighty Power of 
Godó teaches that lesson. 

I sing the mighty power of God, 
That made the mountains rise; 
That spread the flowing seas abroad, 
And built the lofty skies. 
I sing the wisdom that ordained 
The sun to rule the day; 
The moon shines full in His command, 
And all the stars obey. 
 
I sing the goodness of the Lord; 
That filled the earth with food; 
He formed the creatures with His Word, 
And then pronounced them good. 
Lord, how Thy wonders are displayed, 
Where eõre I turn my eye; 
If I survey the ground I tread, 
Or gaze upon the sky! 

òMake a joyful noise to the Lord!ó 
Summer Music 2018 

Alpine and Our Masterõs Centers 

 
In the summer, our regular music programs take a break so that YOU have an opportunity to share your musical tal-
ent at either the Alpine Center or the Our Masterõs Center, or both.  We will celebrate the musical gifts and talents of 
our congregation in worship May 27-Sept 2. We are looking for soloists, duets, or small groups, of any age that are 
willing to sing or play an instrument in worship at the 9:30 service at Our Masterõs Center, and the 8:00 and 9:30 ser-
vices at Alpine Center.   
 
For Alpine Center: Please contact Jody Warren at church at 815-399-5910 or by email at jodywarren@christumc.cc  
 
For Our Masterõs Center, please contact Sherrill Muller at 815-520-4158 or by email at slmmrm66@gmail.com 
Worship service dates will be filled on a first come, first serve basis, so please contact Jody or Sherrill as soon as possi-
ble.  Jody will be happy to help you find music.   
 
As always, you donõt need any previous choir experience to participate in worship, just a desire to spread the Word of 

God through your love of music!    


