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Focus on our Christ UMC Youth:  
An Update on Jr. and Sr. High Groups  

By Rev. Daniel Lee 

    The                   Flame 

412 (Jr. High) & SALT (Sr. High)  
 This year, we have been using a curriculum called 
Revolutions: Finding New Ways to Talk to Youth About Issues 
Revolving Around the World.  Too many times, churches try 
to tell young people what to think rather than teaching 
them how to think. This curriculum 
provides our youth space to recog-
nize the resources they have and to 
use them to think critically about 
important issues of today.  

On a typical youth night, we 
first welcome one another and play a 
silly game together.  We can’t have 
youth group without games! Then 
we do an activity to get our minds 
on the subject of the day.  

 For example, when we 
learned about sabbath, we took some 
time to practice meditation. For 
many of us, it was our first time try-
ing meditation! Next, we split up 
into small groups to hear each oth-
er’s opinions on the matter at hand 
and to learn what our traditions, like 
scripture, history, and science, has to 
say about the issue.  

Finally, we close our meet-
ing by sharing our highs and lows of 
the week and praying for one  
another.  
 So far, we have discussed 
important topics like church attend-
ance, cliques, commercialism, money,  
miracles, death, ghosts, physical appearance, natural disas-
ters, rest, and the poor.  Is church attendance necessary? 

Are miracles real? Is it wrong to buy what we want? 
What is God doing during natural disasters? What do 
Christians think about death?  Are ghosts real? Why 
are people poor? While we might not always have a 
clear answer to these questions, we definitely leave 
youth group knowing more than we did before.  If you 

would like to stop by and learn 
with us, let Pastor Dan know! 
 

Snow Camp 2019 
On Friday, Feb. 1st through  
Sunday, Feb. 3rd, we took some 
time away from all the busyness 
of school and extracurricular 
responsibilities for Snow Camp 
2019 at Silver Birch Ranch in 
White Lake, Wisconsin.  There 
was so much to do for fun like 
broomball, rock climbing,  
tubing, power tubing, zip lining, 
cross country skiing, indoor 
gym, horseback riding, and 
much more.  However, the best 
part of the weekend wasn’t those 
activities.  It was growing to-
gether.  We grew in relationship 
with one another and with God.  
 During our chapel,  
Jason Kemper, the program  
director, spoke to us about  
becoming more like Jesus.  How 
will we continue to grow to be 

more like Jesus every day? His messages revolved 
around two words; “refuse” and “apathy.” First of all, we 
need to refuse to do some things in our lives that might 

(Focus on our Christ UMC Youth continued on Page 5) 
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When God Gets Repetitive 
 
“Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known 
to God.  And the peace of God which passes all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.”  

Philippians 4:6-7, NRSV 
 
I recently had one of those weeks where the same  
scripture kept popping up again and again in different 
circumstances.  In completely different situations, the 
above passage from Philippians kept appearing.   Perhaps 
God was trying to tell me something! 
 
It started as I prepared to preach one of 
the final sermons in our sermon series 
based on Unafraid by Adam Hamilton.  
One of the scriptures recommended was 
“Do not worry about anything…,” and it 
was used to invite us to pray more fer-
vently—but also to release our cares to 
God.  I was struck by what a great 
memory verse it would be, the invitation 
to settle our hearts by prayer and culti-
vating a spirit of thanksgiving.  What a 
powerful theological witness:  to let God 
know our wishes while simultaneously 
thanking God for all the blessings in our 
lives!  This passage continued to reso-
nate in my heart. 
 
On Monday, February 11, I visited Mary 
Doerr at Bickford House.  Mary is the mother of Barb 
Hansen and Patti Lashock and the grandmother and 
great grandmother of several in our congregation.  I had 
planned to go to Bickford House anyway, but Patti let me 
know that her mother’s health was declining, and the 
family was gathering to say goodbye.  As I sat by Mary’s 
bed and held her hand, I asked Barb if her mom had any 
favorite scripture.  Barb went over to a table and pulled 
out a slip of paper with Philippians 4:6-7, reading it to 
me.  I laughed to hear that one of Mary’s favorite passag-
es is the one I’d been studying as I prepared to preach on 
February 10.  

A Word from the Senior Pastor 

I read that passage to Mary, and we sang “Amazing 
Grace” to her.  Later that evening, Patti texted me that 
her mom had died.  The last passage I ever read to her 
was Philippians 4:6-7. 
 
Wednesday, February 13, I phoned Jennifer Ahlstrand to 
verify some details for her upcoming wedding to Chad 
Black on February 16.  Jennifer spoke of how her mother 
had taught her that Philippians verse in a slightly differ-
ent version: “Be anxious for nothing.”  This biblical assur-
ance had spoken to Jenifer throughout her childhood and 
young adulthood and had comforted her at the deaths of 
family members.  Later she would decorate the youth 
room at Court Street UMC and have that phrase sten-

ciled on that wall.  In the midst of last-
minute wedding details, she continued to 
be blessed by that invitation, “Be anxious 
for nothing.”  I laughed that this verse 
had been pointed out to me by Adam 
Hamilton, Mary Doerr, and Jennifer 
Ahlstrand in the same week. 
 
I know in my own life how easy it is to 
succumb to worrying. Too often I’ll have 
spells of sleeplessness, worrying about 
the future or perseverating over things 
in the past that I wish I’d handled differ-
ently.  When I feel caught in a loop of 
anxiety, the best antidote is prayer—to 
release my concerns to God, to trust that 
God cares and will act, and to let go.  It 
also helps to make lists of my blessings 

and to thank God for each of them. 
 
When I avoid anxiety, when I choose prayer instead, 
when I count my blessings, my sense of peace and joy is 
renewed.  Then I can sense with Paul the peace that pass-
es understanding, keeping my heart and mind on Christ 
Jesus, and I am freed. 
 

Yours in Christ, 

 Jane 

 

Journey with Jane 



Alpine Center 
(MAILING ADDRESS FOR  

BOTH CENTERS): 
4509 Highcrest Road 
Rockford, Il  61107 

Phone:  815-399-5910 
Office Hours: Monday—Friday 

8:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday Worship Services 
Blended Worship Services: 

8:00 and 9:30 a.m. 
     Celebration Service:  

11:00 a.m. 

Our Master’s Center 
5973 Darlene Drive 
Rockford, Il  61109 

Phone: (815)399-5910 
   

Sunday Worship Service 
9:30 a.m. Child care is available 

Rev. Jane Eesley, Senior Pastor 
jeesley@christumc.cc 

Rev. Deanna Mede, Associate Pastor 
dmede@christumc.cc 

Rev. Daniel Lee, Associate Pastor 
dlee@christumc.cc 

Welcome to Christ United Methodist Church! 
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The Flame is a monthly publication of 
Christ United Methodist Church,  
available by mail or online at 
www.christumc.cc. 
 
Editor: Linda Kuntz 
Features Writers: Don Black,  
Mark McGowan, Beth A. Palm 
Contributing Photographer: 
Joe Whinnery 
Director of  Worship Arts: 
Jody Warren Christ UMC Facebook Pages 

Christ United Methodist Church page 
https://www.facebook.com/cumcrockford 

Christ UMC Children’s and Family Ministries page 
https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry 

Christ UMC Student Ministries page 

Check out our website at: 
www.christumc.cc 

Ash Wednesday Events 
March 6, 2019 

 
7:30—9:00 a.m. Commuter Quick Stop Ashes 

Curbside in front of the Alpine Center main sanctuary door #2 
The pastors will offer imposition of ashes in a drive-through setting 

 

7:30—9:00 a.m. Community Ashes at Gray’s 
A pastor will be at Gray’s IGA to offer ashes. 

 

11:45 a.m. at Wesley Willows 
4141 N. Rockton Ave. 

The pastors will lead a service including 
communion, homily, and imposition of ashes. 

 

6:30 p.m. Ash Wednesday Worship Service 
Alpine Center Sanctuary 

This will be a service of liturgy, music, communion and  
opportunity for imposition of ashes and oil of healing 

https://www.facebook.com/cumcrockford/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry/?fref=ts


Page 4 United Methodist Women News; Daily Breakthrough Prayer 

UMW Circle Schedule 
The United Methodist Women invite all women of  
the church to their circle meetings. Visitors are  
welcome and encouraged!  To learn more about each 
circle, contact Audrey Johnson at 815-519-7822.  
Some circles do not meet in the summer. 

God 
Opens  
Doors 

 

Daily Breakthrough Prayer 

Please stop and pray this prayer daily at  
7:07 a.m. and/or 7:07 p.m. 

 

God of hopes and dreams and visions  
for the future, we ask you to send the  

Holy Spirit to break through into  
our lives and into your church. 

Help us sense where your Spirit is leading. 
Give us faith and courage to  

step through the doors that you open. 

Amen. 

Harmony Circle 
The March 12th meeting will be held in the home of 
Phyllis Melenas at 9:30 a.m. The lesson will be Chapter 
six, “A Call to Common Courtesy (Love is not rude)” 
from the book “A Love Worth Giving” by Max Lucado.  
All are welcome to join us for this interesting study from 
1 Corinthians 13.  Contact Jo Hellmich at 815-639-3074 
if you have any questions. 
 

Rebekah Circle 
Rebekah Circle to visit Rock House Kids 

Wednesday, March 13 
    On Wed., March 13, Rebekah Circle will go to Rock 
House Kids, 1325 7th St., Rockford, to hear about the 
wonderful after-school program that tries to serve the 
whole child.  Visitors are welcomed.  If you want to  
carpool, meet at the Alpine Center parking lot to leave at 
9:30 a.m., or meet us on 7th St. (across from the Crusader 
Community Health parking lot) for the 10:00 a.m.  
program.  Afterwards, we'll drive a few blocks north to 
Katie's Cup for a brief meeting, devotions, conversation, 
and whatever refreshments you want to buy.  If you have 
questions, call Mary English (815-397-4883). 
 

Martha Circle 
Martha Circle will hold its monthly meeting on Wednes-
day, March 13 at 12:30 in the Armstrong Lounge.  After 
light refreshments, we will enjoy a presentation by Heidi 
Gee, representing the Rockford Area Convention and 
Visitors Bureau (and Arlene Adden’s daughter).  This is 
an opportunity to learn more about our fair city, and, per-
haps, receive a “goody bag!”  Please plan to come, and 
enjoy, and bring a friend.  Questions?  Please call Wilma 
Porter 815-877-3465 or Donna Simmons 815-877-5381.   

 

 Caravan Circle 
Mark your calendar for Wednesday, March 20, at 9:30 
a.m. in the Our Master’s Center Coffee Room.  Our 
speaker will be Rabbi Alicia Smith from the Jewish  
Messianic Church.  After the program we’ll have devo-
tions and refreshments.  All women are welcome.  RSVP 
to Sharon Watts at 815-398-3541. 

 

UMW Greeting Card Sales 
 

Greeting cards, created by the UMW, will be on sale in 
Fellowship Hall, Alpine Center, on March 10 and 24. If 
you are not familiar with our cards, please come by and 
take a look. 
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distance us from God 
and each other. Second, 
we need to prevent 
ourselves from becom-
ing apathetic. In the 
United Methodist 
Church we have  
particular vocabulary 
for these two things.  
We say, “do no harm” 
and “do all the good we 
can.”  
 There were 
also parts of Jason’s 

sermons that we didn’t agree with. That’s why, after 
every chapel, we gathered together as a youth group to 
reflect on the sermon.  
 We didn’t agree that every time Jason talked 
about sin, the only examples he gave were sexual sins 
and personal sins. We believe that evil takes form in 
all sorts of ways.  Evil can also manifest itself in  
systemic ways. We also felt that instead of motivating 
us to be more like Christ with the good news of God’s 
unconditional love for us, he used too much fear of 
hell.  We believe that God’s kindness is what  
motivates us to be who God created us to be. Guilt 
isn’t the best motivator for faith. 
 Overall, we had a good time at Snow Camp 
and hope that we can continue this annual winter  
tradition. We can’t wait for next year’s Snow Camp! 

 

Youth Praise Team Mini-Retreat 
On Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, our youth praise team 
gave up their day off from school, work, and other  
activities to come to church for a mini-praise team  
retreat. We first met at Key Quest Escape Room to prac-
tice some team work.  We were locked in a room and had 
to use the clues given to us to solve a murder and  
escape within sixty minutes.  We escaped just in the nick of 
time! After completing our mission as a team, we spent the 
day at church learning how to have more productive  
practices and planning out our year together. The day  
ended on a very high note when we went to Chipotle for 
dinner. The family in front of us decided to pay for all of 
our meals! When we asked why, they said that they wanted 
to do something nice for strangers as they remember what  
Martin Luther King, Jr. did.  We will continue to play once 
a month for the 11:00 a.m. service, so please let us know if 
you have any requests! 

 
This Church’s Got Talent Night                                    

2019 
This year, instead of a dinner and a show, our Christ UMC 
senior high youth will be hosting a talent show and dessert 
fundraiser night. Come on Saturday, March 16, 6:30-8:30 
p.m. for performances by youth and other church members. 
There will be a poetry reading, singing, dancing, audience 
games, puppets, prizes and more! After the show, stay for 
dessert and meet our youth. Instead of tickets, there will be 
a free will offering collected. All proceeds will go towards 
Work Camp 2019. See you all there! 

Focus on our Christ UMC Youth continued from Page 1 

Meet Our New Facilities Manager:  Shane Schiro 

In December, 2018, the Staff Parish Relations Committee approved Shane Schiro 
(pronounced Ski-Row) to fill the Facilities Manager position at Christ UMC.   
 
Shane brought with him a great deal of experience in operations, maintenance, 
and lawn and winter facility care and upkeep. 
 
Shane graduated from the Rockford Public Schools and worked as a Master  
Sergeant for Metro Enforcement and Janet Wattles Center for 16 years.  In his 
duties as Head of Safety, Security, Maintenance and Transportation for Janet 
Wattles, Shane interacted with and directed clients, staff and volunteers. 
 
Shane has worked as a Lawn Care Team Leader with two companies for the past 
nine years and is experienced in large and small landscape project design,  
mowing, seeding and large equipment use and maintenance.   
 
Please join the Trustees Committee in welcoming Shane. 
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CUMC Senior Fellowship Group 
Friday, March 15, at noon 

Come and join this group for seniors for a wonderful 
homemade lunch and fellowship with your friends. Watch 
for your postcard in the mail with details.  
 Please call the church office at 815-399-5910 to 
make your reservation by Monday, March 11.   Please 
join us!      

WOWS  
Widows Or Widowers and Singles 

Open to all single women  
age 65 and over 

In March: 
We’ll have lunch on Wednesday, March 20, at noon at 
Jerry’s Café, Brynwood, 2601 N. Mulford Rd.  Please 
call Karen Greenwood at 309-714-9143 by Monday, 
March 18 to make a reservation. 

   Fellowship and Other News  

Scrapbooking Group 
 

Scrapbooking/Stamping for March is scheduled for 
Saturday, March 16,  from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the Alpine 
Dining Room.  Stay for all day or just a half day - whatever 
fits your schedule.  Not everyone in our group scrap-
books.  Some are stamping or working on other projects so 
join us for a fun day of crafting!  If children will be joining 
us, it's requested they be at least middle school age.    
 
Please bring a snack to share and your own beverage. 
Bring money for a sandwich if you don't bring your own 
lunch.  Questions?  Call Mary Hicks at 815-742-1136. 

March 22 Movie Night 
Witness 

  This movie was canceled in Jan. because of the 
weather.  March will be it's first showing at CUMC. 
  The 1985 movie Witness  (R) is a thriller and a 
love story.  It's about journeys and choices.  Harrison 
Ford plays the Philadelphia detective assigned to a  
murder whose only witness is a young Amish boy.  
Soon, the detective, the boy, and his mother are in  
danger. CUMC's movie night is held in the Alpine  
Center Sacred Ground Coffee House (door #5) on fourth  
Fridays.   
 Come and see Witness on Fri., March 22.  Snacks 
and conversation start at 6:15 p.m. and the movie at 
6:30.  There's an intermission in the middle and a dis-
cussion afterwards.  The evening of free entertainment 
for adults winds up by 9:30.  If you have questions, call 
George and Mary English, 815 397-4883. 

Think Spring! Save the Date! 
 

UMW Spring Salad Luncheon 
Wednesday, May 8, 2019 

12:00 noon 
Alpine Dining Room 

 
Program: History of Buttons 

By Judy Winder 
 

Open to all CUMC women and their guests 
Salads provided by CUMC women 

No charge—love offering will be collected 
Child care provided 

 
*Women are like buttons:  

they hold everything together” 
   

 
Help!….I need some numbers….. 

Help!….not just any numbers….Help! 
 
Some of you might recognize those lyrics from my favorite 
group, the Beatles!  But I truly do need help.   
 
Many of our members are now using cell phones and  
disconnecting their land lines. I’m responsible for our 
church membership records (on computer, of course) and 
many phone numbers are out of date. 
   
Please!  Take a moment to email me, driha@christumc.cc 
or call the church office at 815-399-5910, to update your 
information. 
 
 Thanks for your Help!! 
 
 Donna 
 

mailto:driha@christumc.cc
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United Methodist Women 2018 Year End Report 
 Mission is the focus of UMW—women organized for mission, whether locally or outside our immediate area.  
Our local unit raised, with your help, $20,838  for missions in 2018.  This is an increase of $787 from the previous 
year. 
 Our unit maintained our giving to the Rockford District of the Women's Division. We gave $8,017 to  
District.  Our primary source of funds are from the pledges, TLC, the quilters, the funeral receptions and the recycled 
card project. 
 
The organizations that received our year end disbursements of mission dollars follows.: 
 $669 each to GED program Regional Schools, Shelter Care Ministries, Remedies, and  CASA. 
 $1,337 each to CUMC workcamp and Carpenters Place and UMCOR. 
 $2,674  to Rock House Kids. 
 
 53 layettes were donated to Crusader Clinic for distribution to their clients.  Through the delicious efforts of 
all the bakers and other contributors to the Cookie Walk, we have continued our support of Rosecrance and the Good 
Samaritan Fund.  This year we added support for the Rock River Food Pantry.  We also had a collection at our salad 
luncheon of $441 for CUMC music ministry and $131 for Loves Park School this fall. 
 Thank you for so generously reaching out to the women, children and youth of this community and God's 
extended family. On behalf of the mission team and all our members, I want to thank each and every one of you for the 
contributions of money, food, time and talents to our many collections of 2018,  We could not do this alone and your 
support is truly a blessing. 
   Respectfully submitted, Donna Kirk, UMW Treasurer 

Sign Up Now for Lenten Study 
 Simon Peter:  Flawed but Faithful Disciple  

by Adam Hamilton  
 

Simon Peter left everything to follow his teacher and possessed a passion that would 
change the world. In this 6 week Lenten study, we’ll learn Peter’s story and how it relates 
to us now.  Classes will meet: 
 

Wednesday evenings:  6:00 p.m. in the Alpine Dining Room,  
beginning March 13.  
Thursday mornings: 9:30 a.m. in Our Master’s Coffee Room, beginning March 14. 
 

Participants will not be required to read the book although it will deepen their un-
derstanding of the material. This will be a video-based study. The book can be pur-
chased at Cokesbury, Amazon, and Barnes & Noble (ISBN:9781501845987) and is available 
in hardcover, paperback and electronic versions. 
 
 Please sign up at the Connection Center. 

Debrief  with Bishop Dyck about  
Special Session of  General Conference 

March 30 and 31 
Come hear from Bishop Dyck as she presents information on the actions taken at 
the February 23 –26 Special Session.  It will be held in three locations over the 
weekend: 
 
Saturday, March 30: 9:30 a.m. at Orland Park: Faith UMC, 15101 S. 80th Ave., 
Orland Park 
Saturday, March 30: 2:00 p.m. at Barrington UMC, 98 Algonquin Rd.,  
Algonquin 
Sunday, March 31: 3:00 p.m. at Oregon UMC, 200 S. 4th St., Oregon 



( Gretchen Poffinbarger continued from back page) 
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   “I would help her with the loom,” she said, by 
threading the warp yarn through the heddle back to 
her mother on wide pieces.  Gretchen’s 4-H fair entry 
one year was placemats and napkins made on that 
loom. 
   She had an older brother and sister, and a 
younger brother. Her sister and Terry were in school 
together in Davenport. 
   Quilting was one of her grandmother’s skills. 
The Iowa quilt show theme back in1996 was “Threads 
through Time” and Gretchen’s quilt was formed like a 
regulator clock, with colorful spools of thread replacing 
numbers on the clock face. The hands were at 9 on the 
hour and 6 on the minutes, representing 1996. 
Her entry, “Tick Tock,” was judged as the best repre-
sentation of that theme. 
   Unfortunately, the winning 
quilt was to be auctioned off as a 
fundraiser. “I had to buy it back,” 
she said, acknowledging that, to this 
day, Terry doesn’t know how much 
she paid for her own quilt. 
   The same quilt won a first-place award out of 
12 entries at the Heritage Quilters of Huntsville, Ala., 
show in 1999. Understandably, Gretchen is a member 
of the church’s Quilters Group.  “I didn’t join until I 
retired in 2016,” she said, “Too busy with work.”  She 
was a member of Mississippi Valley Quilt Guild for 14 
years, until 1998, and Heritage Quilters in Alabama for 
14 years, until 2010. 
   “I was having strep throat problems almost 
every year in high school,” she said, “so when I chose a 
college, I went to where it was warm.” Gretchen at-
tended Stetson University in DeLand, Fla., a Presby-
terian-affiliated college with less than 1,000 students.  
She said after her first year, “I never had strep throat 
again.” 
   Her bachelor’s was Business Administration in 
1971. As a senior she was president of Phi Chi Theta, 
the national professional fraternity for women in busi-
ness and economics.  One tri-semester she toured seven 
countries in Europe, through the Business School. 
   A mutual friend set up a blind date for Gretch-
en and Terry to meet.  “We had dinner at his sister’s 
house,” she said. They dated for over a year before  
marriage.  They both played tennis. “We spent a lot of 
days out looking at garage sales,” she said, long before 
they owned an antique shop. 
   They have a son, Andy, who’s named after 
President Andrew Jackson, a cousin to Terry’s  
great-grandmother. 
 
 
 

   One grandson attends Guilford High School and 
just became an Eagle Scout. A granddaughter is an eighth-
grader at Eisenhower Middle School, and another grandson 
attends Brookview Elementary. Andy and his wife, Nicole, 
will celebrate their 20th anniversary this year. She works at 
Furst Staffing. 
   The family has been active in Boy Scouts and Girl 
Scouts for years. Gretchen went camping with her family. 
She went with Andy’s troop to Boundary Waters in 1991.  
Andy earned his Eagle Scout award in 1990 at 14 years old.  
She and Andy did cross-country skiing in Iowa. Both Terry 
and Andy played violin. 
   Terry worked for Bendix from 1963 to 1972. Bendix 
made instrument and life support equipment for the Apollo 
space flights.  He worked in research and development,  
primarily in electronics. 
   Terry’s degenerative arthritis started about when he 
was 40. His metal working keeps his mind off the chronic 

pain. He walks with canes in both hands. 
   Gretchen’s career started in 
1972 at JI Case Co., doing accounting in 
Bettendorf.  Over the years she worked 
for a trucking company, returned to Case, 
then Antique America, Prairie Peddler 

and Kelly Services in Iowa before Palm Harbor Homes in 
Boaz, Ala.  When she went to work for Palm Harbor in 
1999, Terry had been diagnosed with chronic  
fatigue so he officially retired. 
   She became a Methodist when they moved to  
Alabama, joining Terry’s denomination. 
   Her job with Progress Rail brought them to Rock-
ford in 2010.  She worked four years for the company there 
and transferred to Rochelle, commuting from Rockford for 
three years and working from her home for another three. 
   “After retiring in July of 2016 (from Progress Rail), 
Terry told me that he would have to find things for me to do 
so I would not bother him while he worked on his copper 
items,” she said. “Now he says I’m never home.” 
   Much of their time has been spent at the Midway 
Village Museum. They volunteered 622 hours there in 2018. 
She works at the front desk, in operations, textiles, special 
events and village beautification, like maintaining the front 
gardens and pruning trees. 
   Other interesting facts about Gretchen: She’s work-
ing with her brother on computerizing family photos and 
information; goes to the gym two hours three times a week; 
worked as a Secret Shopper in Alabama, won the skillet 
throwing contest two years in a row; makes their own  
peanut butter; enjoys macramé, hiking, and reading. 
   As for Terry, he’s into 22 caliber target shooting, 
Apollo history, gas engines, making copper and tin lanterns 
and lamps, and has been a Master Gardener and storm  
spotter since 2002, and more ... but all that’s another story. 



Ruth Ann Bloom is always thinking of ways to make 
the Our Master’s Center look more welcoming. 
 
And thanks to her creative mind, good eye and skilled 
hands, the beautification is well under way. 
 
Consider the banners, for example. 
 
Pastor Sun Hyung Jo first nudged Bloom down this 
road when he expressed his desire for new banners to 
decorate the Our Master’s sanctuary. Bloom had nev-
er made a banner before, but she knew Renee Johnson 
from the CUMC Quilters Group – and she knew that 
Johnson knew. 
 
Johnson shared her crafty knowledge with Bloom and 
Jolene Unangst, who promptly created a pair of blue 
Christmas banners. Wanting to keep adding new and 
better banners to the church’s stock, they made two 
more – Bloom’s featuring a cross and flame and the 
words “Live By the Spirit.” 
 
Soon, Bloom made a new banner for the Lenten  
season and another for Easter.  
 
When she attended a funeral at another United Meth-
odist Church last November, and saw its striking blue 
banners displayed for Advent, she decided that Our 
Master’s needed something similar to mark each week 
of the season. During Hanging of the Greens, she and 
Altar Guild partner Carol Fleming hung the four new  
banners and their messages of Peace, Love, Joy and 
Hope on the east and west walls of the sanctuary. 
 
Her process begins with buying a sturdy material for 
the banners. Fleming helps to shop for the supplies, 
cut the letters and iron those on, along with the  
patterns. Finally, Bloom sews a trim around the edges. 
 
Bloom’s next project is to turn the “Gather, Go and 
Grow” mission statement into narrow, horizontal,  
colorful wall hangings of some sort with a scarf-like 
motif to adorn the west sanctuary wall. 
 
Naturally, banners aren’t her only work. 
She’s also decorated Our Master’s with 
her quilts, including one with a cross at 
the request of Eric Mede. 
 
 

Most recently, after learning 
that Pastor Dee Mede want-
ed new communion cloths, 
Bloom and Fleming jumped 
on it. 
 
They decided to use Irish 
linen. Fleming and the late 
Betty Gibson had visited 
Ireland twice and had 
brought back two table 
cloths; one of those, stored 
away in Fleming’s linen  
closet for 20 years, offered the perfect material. Embedded 
subtly in the linen were crosses, shamrocks and symbols of 
the holy trinity. 
 
Following a trip to the Alpine Center to measure its  
communion cloths, Bloom took scissors to Fleming’s table 
cloth to make six equal pieces. “Irish linen is beautiful. I 
didn’t want to cut that beautiful cloth,” she says, “but I 
did.” 
 
Next, she sewed gold applique crosses on top of the table 
cloth’s crosses with gold thread. Pastor Dee blessed the 
cloths Jan. 27, and they were used for the first time Feb. 3. 
 
Decorating the Our Master’s Center is a labor of love for 
Bloom, who honed her needle-and-thread expertise after 
her 2009 retirement as a clinical laboratory scientist at 
Saint Anthony Medical Center. Her sister, the late Sue 
Darby, talked her into attending a quilting workshop. 
 
She came to the church in the early 1980s at the invitation 
of her aunt, the late Pearl “Sis” Lindquist. Nearly 40 years 
later, she finds her faith strengthened by her handiwork 
and hopes that other worshipers do as well. 
 
“I feel like Christ is there because of the beauty of the  
different banners and the things on the altar,” Bloom says. 
“I hope it makes people think of the purposes of the church 
and about our mission statement, and what they can get 

out of this church and the rewards of gather-
ing together and growing in Christ.” 
 

by Mark McGowan 
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Ruth Ann Bloom 
Carol Fleming  

The Flame 

Carol Fleming and  
Ruth Ann Bloom with the  

communion cloths 

Photo by Darby McGowan 
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Getting to Know Hymn 
“I Am Thine, O Lord” 

Fanny Jane Crosby (1820—1915) 

Taken with permission from  
The One Year Great Songs  of Faith,  

Tyndale House Publishers, 1995 

 Cincinnati, Ohio, was the birthplace of 
this favorite hymn.  Fanny Crosby, the prolific 
blind poetess, was visiting her friend and col-
laborator William H. Doane in his home.  The 
sun was setting, and though Crosby could not 
see the changing light, she could certainly 
hear and feel the hush of twilight.  Their con-
versation turned to the nearness of God.  
Crosby was touched by their walk and wrote 
the words of this hymn before she retired that 
night.  Doane added the music in the morning. 
 It may be that the “friend to friend” 
communion of the third stanza is an allusion 
to Crosby’s fine friendship with Doane.  If  a 
mere human can be such a friend, how much 
greater would a friendship be with the Author 
of love, the Lord of all? 
 Crosby had a talent for focusing atten-
tion on Christ, and on the glories of eternal 
life with Him.  In that way, she opened the 
eyes of believers everywhere. 

I am Thine, O Lord, I have heard 
Thy voice. 
And it told Thy love to me; 
But I long to rise in the arms of 
faith, 
And be closer drawn to Thee. 
 
Draw me nearer, nearer, blessed Lord. 
To the cross where Thou hast died; 
Draw me nearer, nearer, nearer, 
Blessed Lord, 
To Thy precious, bleeding side. 

Consecrate me now to Thy service, 
Lord, 
By the pow’r of grace divine; 
Let me soul look up with a steadfast 
hope, 
And my will be lost in Thine. 
 
O, the pure delight of a single hour 
That before Thy throne I spend, 
When I kneel in prayer, and with 
Thee, my God, 
I commune as friend with friend! 
 
There are depths of love that I can-
not know 
Till I cross the narrow sea; 
There are heights of joy that I may 
not reach 
Till I rest in peace with Thee. 

This Church’s Got Talent Night 2019 
Saturday, March 16, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 

Alpine Center Sanctuary 
 

Instead of a dinner and a show, our Christ UMC senior 
high youth will be hosting a talent show and dessert 
fundraiser night.  Come on March 16 for performances 
by youth and other church members.   
 
There will be a poetry reading, singing, dancing, audi-
ence games, puppets, prizes and more! After the show, 
stay for dessert and meet our youth.  Instead of tickets, 
there will be a free will offering collected.  
 
All proceeds benefit Sr. High Workcamp.  See you all 
there! 

Welcome to Christ UMC 
Text/App Giving Through Tithe.ly 
You can conveniently give anywhere, any time,  

on any device! 
 
To text to give: Text 815.769.5180 and enter Give. You 
will receive a reply with a link.  Select the link and com-
plete your giving. 
 
To give using the app: First download theTithe.ly app 
and then under find a church, enter Christ UMC, create an 
account, and complete your giving. 
 
Questions: Visit christumc.cc/give or contact the church 
office at 815-399-5910. 
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   SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE 
 

8:00  a.m. Nursery Child Care is available  

in the Nursery Room 

  No Sunday School at this worship hour 
 

9:30 a.m. Worship Hour Alpine Center 

  Infants and Toddlers: Nursery Room 

 

**All children begin in the Sanctuary and are  

dismissed after Children's Message  

  Pre-School(4)-Kindergarten— Sunday School 

Room  #7 

 1st Grade—3rd Grade Class—Room #1 

 4th—5th Grade Class (Room #3) 
   

**Every first Sunday of the month, children will 

start their class downstairs and will come up for 

communion and return to their SS class. 
 

9:30 a.m. Worship Hour OMC 

 Infants: Nursery 

  Pre-School-Kindergarten: Nursery 

  1st-5th Grade:  Begin in Sanctuary,  

dismissed downstairs for Sunday School 

following the Children’s Message to the Sunday 

School rooms 

 

 11:00 a.m. Worship Hour Alpine Center 

  Infants and Toddlers: Nursery Room 

  Pre-School(4)-Kindergarten—Sunday School 

Room 7 

 1st Grade—5th Grade—Sunday School 

Room #1 

Note: Children’s Communion every Sunday 

 

https://www.facebook.com/

Christumcchildrensministry 

Visit our webpage at: 

http://www.christumc.cc/ministries/children 

Mark Your Calendars! 
 

Spring 2019 
March 10 Joyful Noise/Praise Kids/Daylight  

  Savings Time begins                                        

March 17 Puppets                                                                                              

March 31 Children’s Council meeting                                                          

             Teacher’s meeting / Jr. Worship                                                                                   

April 7  United Voices for Children Offering                                                                                                 

  Sunday School starts downstairs                                                                                             

April 13  Easter Egg Hunt at Our Master’s                                                                                         

April 14   Palm Sunday Parade                                                                                     

April 17   Wednesday JAM –Holy Week                                                                 

April 21      Happy Easter Sunday                                                                                  

April 24 Last Wednesday programming                                                                 

April 28 Children and Youth Sunday                                                                             

  Teacher/Volunteers appreciation                                                               

  Puppets                                                                                                             

May 12 Mother’s Day                                                                                                   

May 15 Bikes, Trikes and Blessings Day!                                                                          

May 26 No Sunday School                                                                                                      

July 7  No Sunday School                                                                                                               

June 16 Father’s Day                                                                                                  

June 17-21     Vacation Bible School: To Mars  

  and Beyond 

https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry/?fref=ts


March 1 
Delores Fenn 
Julie Saez-Gimeno 
Kelly Wainwright 
 
March 2 
Emily Palm 
Tom Walker 
Jennifer Martin 
 
March 3 
Charlene Ceci 
Scott Cordes 
Kerry Keller 
Steve Kentner 
Doris Lindsay 
Jill Saul 
Lauren Williams 
Lynn Wood 
 
March 4 
Jim Lindsay 
 
March 5 
Elaine Anderson 
John Beachum 
Amy Hagerman 
Bill Kapfer 
Mason Huber 
 
March 6 
Laura Jernigan 
Janis Johnson 
Jenny Thomas 
Elena Wilson 
 
March 7 
Adam Hageman 
Jack Masters 
Kate Moore 
Adriana Palmquist 
 
March 8 
Tom Danielson 
Al Fox 
Jean Johnson 
Chris Ann Moore 
Mitch Porter 
Carlton Rittweger 
Marilyn Rothermel 
Kelli Snyder 
John Weedman 

March 9 
John Anderson 
Dylan Hawes 
Chelsea Lashock 
John Steward 
Sully Sullivan 
Robert Whitney 
 
March 10 
Jason Cruden 
Amanda Kearney-Smith 
Doris Jones 
Barb Palm 
Cameron Riemer 
Earl Williams 
Claire Boger 
 
March 11 
Nancy DeHart 
Joan Hamachek 
Bruce Johnson 
Karen Keller 
Mark McGowan 
Garret Wermager 
 
March 12 
Richard Heerdt 
Matt Kaiser 
Ken Kern 
Kate Mohan 
Martha Ritter 
 
March 13 
Jane Gilbert 
Ava Kuntz 
Rolland Hayag 
 
March 14 
Brenda Anderson 
Peggy Hacker 
Myles Johnson 
Paul Wallem 
Mike Wight 
Joey Nepean 
 
March 15 
Janna Becherer 
Susan Busenbark 
Todd Eilers 
Mia Vongsiri 
Sophie Vongsiri 
 
March 16 
Paige Lester 
Debbie Oyler 
Colleen Zahm 
 
March 17 
Joe Johnson 
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March 18 
Chad Hageman 
Lynn Morlan 
Jim Slife 
 
March 19 
Kate Harper 
 
March 20 
Doris Sackley 
Liv Scribner 
Kelly Steffen 
 
March 21 
Jessica Gale 
Shelby Martin 
Judy Schultz 
Nancy Smith 
Jakob Wilson 
 
March 22 
Linda Baker 
Ruth Yeager 
Staci Buteyn 
 
March 23 
Connie Fox 
Amy Mayberry 
Donna Tomlinson 
Lindsey Zimmerman 
 
March 24 
Patrick Wagner 
Grant Morgan 
Alan Persinger 
Chris Baldwin 
 
March 25 
Beth Crane 
Sawyer Kurth 
Dave Lantz 
David Robinson 
Melissa Slife 
Camden Taylor 
 
March 26 
Sandra Chhatpar 
Lisa Clark 
Bill Cook 
George English 
Denise Granneman 
Hayden Roach 
 
March 27 
Sean Muserallo 
Harold Hawes 
Amanda McMaster 
Thomas Mott 
Beth Rives 
Lois Roe 
 

March 28 
Nathan Kneller 
Marcus Paraggua 
Jeannine Ruefer 
Rachel Wermager 
 
March 29 
Margot Kelley 
 
March 30 
Becky Daniels 
Duncan Geddes 
Heather Katzen 
Barb Kaiser 
Keller Kurth 
Victoria Morrison 
 
March 31 
Moira Smith 
Megan Williams 
William Bowden 
 
 

Birthdays 
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The Church is People 
 

 

Wedding: 
Jennifer Ahlstrand and Chad Black on February 16 
 

Sympathy to: 
Jim and Sandy Welte on the death of Jim’s sister, 
Patricia 
 
Patti Lashock, Barb Hansen and their family on the 
death of their mother, Mary Doerr, on February 11 
 
The family of Mildred Hitzeman, a former member, 
who died on February 11, in Carol Stream, IL 
 
Roger and Margaret Newell on the death of 
Margaret’s brother 
 
Gail and Marilyn Rothermel on the death of 
Marilyn’s mother, Francis Stanbary 
 
Bishop Sally Dyck on the death of her father 
 
Bob and Jane Stuttler on the death of their daughter, 
Sheila 

March 10 
Martha and Jim Hooley 
 
March 21 
Bob and Tawnya Reitsch 
 
March 22 
Francis and Karrie-Ann Cordray 
 
March 23 
Don and Leslie Lane 
 
March 25 
Judith and Steve Ewers 
 
March 27 
Arlene and Pete Earleywine 

 

 
Gayle George to Retire April 2 

 
After eleven years of dedicated service as the Coordinator of  
Welcoming Ministries, Gayle George will be retiring. Gayle will  
continue as a member of the congregation and an active volunteer, 
just no longer on the staff.   
 
Watch for full information on how we will celebrate Gayle’s ministry.  

Job Opening: Coordinator of  Welcoming Ministries 
See our website at christumc.cc/jobs or your enews for a full job description. Applications will 
be received on a rolling basis; however, preference will be given to applications received by 
March 15. Send or bring your resume to the church office. Questions?  Call the church office 
at 815-399-5910.  



      

Coins for Rainbow Covenant Giving in March 
 
Our coins for Rainbow Covenant mission giving each Sunday in March will go towards 
MicroCredit mixed-farming project in Mo-Dega and Pepease, Ghana. 

 Set up to reduce food shortages through improved crop reproduction processes 

 Providing viable seed lands for production on an out-grower basis 

 Production of animals for supply to peasant farmers 

Page 14     Thank You Notes; Rainbow Covenant; Elevate Program 

From the Outreach Committee 
Thanks to everyone for the successful coat drive in November.  Over 60 coats were given to the refugee resettlement 
program.  Many bags of clothing were donated to St. Elizabeth Center.  Your generosity is so appreciated. 

From the family of Garry O. Peterson 
Thank you so very much for the outstanding care, compassion, support and prayers our family received through  
Garry’s illness and death.  The many cards, memorials, flowers and attendance at the funeral will never be forgot-
ten.  The prayer shawl he received from our Prayer Shawl Ministry became an important part of his journey and the 
support from Pastor Jane and Pastor Dee will always be cherished.  The comfort we received from the funeral service 
provided by Pastor Dee, along with Pastor William Dahlberg, will be in our hearts forever.  With love and gratitude 
from Melinda Hagerman 

From Jim and Sandy Welte 
Jim and I more than appreciated the many cards, texts, emails, calls and gifts after the death of Jim’s youngest sister, 
Patricia.   It is more than heart warming that there are so many others who have shown love and caring.  We have 
been touched by a community of love.  We are thankful for our church family. 

Elevate Program 
Are you or someone you know between the ages of 14-24 and struggling to finish high school or need assistance with 
getting your GED? Are you interested in finding a job that will provide you experience in your chosen career field?  
Then the Workforce Connection Elevate Program is for you! 
 
The Workforce Connection Elevate Program offers: 
 Free GED classes (with cash incentives) 

 Free tutoring sessions to help you graduate from high school (with cash incentives) 

 Free job training (CDL, CNC, welding, to name a few) 

 Assistance in job search and setting up interviews 

 Paid work experience and on-the-job training opportunities (wages range from $9.50—$12.00 per hour) 
 
Call the Workforce Connection at 815-921-2255, 303 N. Main Street, downtown Rockford,  
Mon.-Fri. 8:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
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It is with great joy and celebration that we share the following good news with all of you. The church recently  
received a generous gift of love from the  

 

Dave & Jane Carlson Charitable Trust 
 

It was very important to the Carlsons that the funds be used to reduce the debt of the church.  To that end, 
$129,515.75 has been applied as an additional payment on the principal of our mortgage.  
 

Our Mortgage Balance as of February 13th is now 
$196,114.31 

 
Not only has their remembrance of Christ UMC as part of their estate planning significantly reduced our debt, it also 
means that with the current payment schedule, we will be able to pay off the remaining debt prior to the five year 
mark. (March 2023 vs. June 2023). This saves us from the need to refinance at perhaps a higher interest rate, and we 
will not have a balloon payment. 
 
In addition, we continue to receive gifts earmarked for debt reduction from many of you. All of these funds are used to 
make additional principal payments. The combination of your gifts, along with those of you who include Christ UMC 
in your estate planning, make all of this and much more possible. 
 

Thanks be to God! 

CUMC Special Public Forum 
Rockford Reachout Jail Ministry 

Monday, March 18, 2019, 7:00 p.m. 
Alpine Center Sanctuary 

5:45 p.m.—Potluck Dinner 
 

 The United Methodist Women of Christ United Methodist Church will be offering a special public forum on 
Monday, March 18th, at 7:00 p.m. in the Alpine Center Sanctuary, featuring presentations from two chaplains repre-
senting Rockford Reachout Jail Ministry.  Come as you are and hear this presentation with Q & A following. 
 Beginning at 5:45, a potluck will be held in Fellowship Hall, Christ United Methodist Church,  
4509 Highcrest Road, Rockford, with beverages being provided.  Participants are asked to bring a dish to pass and 
their own table service. We will adjourn to the sanctuary, following the meal, for the 7:00 p.m. program.  Feel free to 
attend this Forum even if you are unable to participate in dinner. 
 Among those persons benefiting from the Reachout Jail Ministry, it is important to note that reincorporating 
offenders back into the community and being able to bring the word of God to prisoners within our prisons is the 
best way to turn offenders into productive citizens.  We as Christians have a commitment to human dignity and a 
belief that every life has value. Chaplain Laura Devries and Chaplain John Evans will discuss their experiences and 
the personal concerns we all must address. Through social activism, and personal and spiritual transformation, our 
city and our neighborhoods will be safer. 
 Child care will be provided for those who need it. Please call the church office to make the request known at 

815-399-5910.   
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 Getting to Know You:  Gretchen Poffinbarger 
By Don Black 

Check out our website: 

www.christumc.cc 

(Gretchen Poffinbarger continued on page 8) 

  Walking through Gretchen and Terry Poffin-
barger’s home in Rockford is like browsing in an antique 
shop – floors and walls bearing reminders of yesteryears. 
Which might be expected, because they once owned two 
antique shops at different times and had booth space in 
five antique malls across the country. 
   Displayed along with the antiques are Terry’s 
works in metalsmithing. Many in our church have seen 
his skill in copper at Tender Loving Crafts shows since 
2011. 
   Gretchen has some of both her chicken and  
portrait tin collections. Terry has his collections too,  
displaying toys and snow domes at museums and antique 
malls. 
   The couple moved here in 2010. After some 
“church hopping,” Terry picked Christ United Methodist 
Church as their place to worship. They attend the 11 a.m. 
service and enjoy the Praise Team’s music “very much.” 
   Gretchen recently was named to the church’s 
Finance Committee. She also is church receptionist dur-
ing weekly staff meetings on Tuesdays. She has wrapped 
angel tree gifts at Christmas and works with the  

scrapbook makers. 
   She has 44 
years of experience 
in accounting, most-
ly handling accounts 
payable invoices. 
  Gretchen 
was raised in  
Davenport in an 
original 1876 farm 
home.  Her father 
was a manufacturer and a descendant of three brothers 
owning Voss Brothers, which invented the washing  
machine.  A round wooden and metal lever-operated 
Voss Sunshine washer from 1905-1918 dominates the 
antiques in their living room. 
   Gretchen says that her mother was into about 
every medium – artist, spinner/weaver, jewelry, pottery, 
watercolor, pheasant feathers, dried flowers, sea shells 
and macramé, the tying of knots. “You name it; she could 
do it,” Gretchen said during an interview. 



Springtime in the  

Alpine and Our Master’s Center Sanctuaries  
 

Purchase flowers for Easter Sunday 

 

       Number         Flower       Price             

   ______  Hydrangea  $16.00 (6 1/2 inch pot) 

   ______  Tulips   $  9.00 (6 inch pot) 

   ______  Rieger Begonia $10.25 (6 1/2 inch pot) 

   ______  Kalanchoes  $10.25 (6 1/2 inch pot) 

   

Flowers are from Didier Greenhouses 

 

   Total Amount Paid: $____________________ 

 
Dedication (Optional):  (Dedications to be printed in the Easter Sunday bulletin on April 21)            

(Please print) 

 
In Memory of: 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In Honor of: 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please pick up your plant(s) at Alpine Center after the 11:00 service on Easter Sunday or by 

Wednesday, April 24.  

 

Please take your plant(s) home with you after the Easter  Sunday service at Our Master’s Center. 
 

 (Circle one) For: Alpine Sanctuary or Our Master’s Sanctuary  

 

Name______________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone______________________________________________________________ 

 

Email_______________________________________________________________ 

 

You may drop off or send this form and check made to Christ UMC at the church office.  Or you 
may give it to Karen Greenwood at  the Alpine Connection Center on Sundays, March 10 and 17.  

 

Deadline for orders and payment to be submitted is March 18 
Questions?  Call Karen Greenwood at 309-714-9143. 


