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“O God, our help in ages past, 
Our hope for years to come, 

Our shelter in the stormy blast, 
And our eternal home!”  

 (Isaac Watts’ setting of Psalm 90) 
 
 
 

Dear siblings in Christ: 
 
We find ourselves in unprecedented times, groping to make good decisions based upon our faith and 
the best information from science.  To comply with the recommendations of the CDC and Bishop Sally 
Dyck of the Northern Illinois Conference, we are canceling the vast majority of in-person activities for 
the next 8 weeks.  We are also making plans for alternate ways to be the church.  Our goal is social 
distance without spiritual distance. 
 
Worship 
We are shifting to streaming worship (via internet) for the next eight weeks, with one service at 9:30 
a.m.  We will use the Alpine Center setting (due to greater tech capability), with leadership from all 
three pastors.  There will be no public worship.  We hope to resume in-person worship on Sunday, May 
10 (Mother’s Day).  If we are able to return safely before then, we certainly will do so.  Our streaming 
worship format will include opportunities to text and email in your joys and concerns to include in the 
prayers, and there may be times for other feedback throughout the service as well.  We will send full-
instructions for streaming worship in a separate eblast, on our Facebook page and website.  
 
Meetings/Classes/Events 
We are sorry to announce that all in-person classes, meetings, and events are canceled or postponed.  
The talent show and Love Your Neighbor Sunday will be re-scheduled at a later date; the Easter Egg Hunt 
is canceled.  Our exception is the two support groups which meet on the Alpine Campus—Al-Anon and 
the Depression Support group.  These are small groups which can practice social distancing within the 
dining room space—with communities especially vulnerable in these anxious times.  Some committee 
meetings will be handled via email reports and votes, while others will benefit from using the Zoom 
meeting format (using computers and cellphones so that we may see and hear one another).  
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Church Staff 
The church office will be open and partially staffed Monday through Thursday 8:30 – 5 p.m. Fridays 8:30 
– noon.  Note that we will be closed Friday afternoons.  Please continue to call and email individual staff 
members, or call the front desk at (815)399-5910 or email info@christumc.cc.  Please still let us know if 
you are hospitalized or in distress; although we cannot visit in person, we can still contact you via phone 
or Facebook Messenger. 
 
New Ministries 
Shut-in care:  Our children are busily making cards we can send out to our shut-ins.  We are grateful to 
Deaconess Joy Hayag and the families of our Children’s and Family Ministries for this important 
outreach.  In addition, we’ll be ramping up our pastoral care by phone. 
 
Help with errands, shopping:  Some kind members have volunteered to run errands for you, leaving the 
items safely on your front step when you answer your door.  Contact the church office (see above) for 
contact information. 
 
Spiritual life:  We will be developing new resources as well as sending you links to existing resources.   
 
Emotional support:  Carol Fisher, LCSW, has suspended her in-person counseling through the end of the 
month, but you may contact her regarding possibilities for counseling via phone if needed.  Again, call 
the church office for information. 
 
We will be making special efforts to keep up-to-date information on the website (christumc.cc), and to 
share resources as we are able.  In the meantime, keep praying the Breakthrough Prayer: 
God of hopes and dreams and visions of the future, we ask you to send the Holy Spirit to break through 
into our church and into our lives.  Help us sense where the Spirit is leading.  Give us faith and courage to 
step through the doors that you open.  Amen. 
 
We know that God can transform even difficulties such as this into new possibilities for a world with 
more kindness and justice.  Let’s pray and listen especially now.  As our schedules shift, may our hearts 
be aligned with God’s desires for our world. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Jane Eesley 
Senior Pastor 
 
P.S. Please check our website (www.christumc.cc) or our church’s Facebook page for our most up-to-
date information. 
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