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Peace

Belong

Living together in 
harmony without 
fighting. To be calm 
and know God’s 
presence. 

To know you are accepted 
and included in God’s family.

Choosing to act in 
faith, even when 
you are afraid.

Courage
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Fall 2020 Winter 2020–21 Spring 2021 Summer 2021

UNIT 1: CREATIVITY UNIT 1: JOY UNIT 1: REMEMBER UNIT 1: PEACE

God Creates the Earth
Genesis 1:1-19

Mary’s Joy
Luke 1:26-38, 46-56

Jesus Washes Feet
John 13:1-17

Abraham and Lot
Genesis 13

God Creates Living Things
Genesis 1:20-25

Joseph’s Joy
Matthew 1:18-24

The Last Supper
Luke 22:14-20

David and Abigail
1 Samuel 25:1-42

God Creates People 
Genesis 1:26–2:4 

Jesus Brings Joy
Luke 2:1-7  

Praying in the Garden  
Luke 22:39-46

Be Peaceful
Psalm 23

God Creates Helpers   
Genesis 2:10-23

Joyous News
Luke 2:8-20

Jesus Enters Jerusalem
Matthew 21:1-11

Peacemakers
Matthew 5:1-12

UNIT 2: FAITH UNIT 2: INCLUDE UNIT 2: SHARE UNIT 2: BELONG

Abraham and Sarah
Genesis 12:1-9

The Magi
Matthew 2:1-12

Resurrection
Matthew 28:1-10

Babel
Genesis 11:1-9

God’s Promise to Abraham
Genesis 15:1-6

Jesus’ Baptism
Matthew 3:13-17

The Great Commission  
Matthew 28:16-20

Mephibosheth
2 Samuel 9:1-13

Abraham’s Visitors
Genesis 18:1-14

Calling the Disciples  
Matthew 4:18-22

Peter and John
Acts 3:1-10

The Woman at the Well
John 4:4-30, 39-42

Isaac Is Born
Genesis 21:1-7

Showing Love
Matthew 5:43-48

Believers Share
Acts 4:32-37

Peter’s Dream
Acts 10:1-48 

God’s Kingdom
Luke 13:18-21

UNIT 3: BLESSING UNIT 3: GUIDE UNIT 3: LOVE UNIT 3: COURAGE

Jacob and Esau
Genesis 25:19-28

The Lord’s Prayer
Matthew 6:5-15

Choosing the Seven
Acts 6:1-7

Rahab
Joshua 2:1-24

The Birthright
Genesis 25:29-34

Jesus Calms the Storm
Mark 4:35-41 

Peter and Tabitha
Acts 9:36-43

Ruth and Naomi
Book of Ruth

The Blessing
Genesis 27:1-45

Mary and Martha
Luke 10:38-42

The Church Grows
Acts 9:26-31

Esther
Book of Esther

Jacob’s Ladder
Genesis 28:10-22

Zacchaeus
Luke 19:1-10

Pentecost 
Acts 2:1-12

Mary Anoints Jesus
John 12:1-8 

Peaceable Kingdom
Isaiah 11:6-9 

Love in Action
Romans 12:9-18

Lydia 
Acts 16:11-15

Winter 2020–21Winter 2020–21

SCOPE AND SEQUENCE
FALL 2020 – SUMMER 2021
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800-672-1789 | CokesburyKids.com
Call a Resource Consultant

Through colorfully illustrated stories, Celebrate 
Wonder Bible Storybook, will engage children 
through simple storytelling and open-ended 
questions that encourage children to make 

connections between the Bible and their lives. 

With Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book 
Summer 2021, continue your child’s faith formation 
at home. Each story contains a unique retelling of 

the Bible story, a faith word to explore, wonder 
questions, and suggestions for a family activity. 

The Deep Blue Kids Bible: Celebrate Wonder Edition 
includes a wealth of notes, historical facts, book 
introductions, devotionals, and other interactive 

elements to capture inquisitive young minds. 

All three resources will connect kids with God 
and invite God’s presence into their daily lives as 

they learn to express their faith through everyday 
interactions with the world around them, by how 

they treat others and care for all of God’s creation.

Learn more at CokesburyKids.com

Help shape 
kids and their 
growing faith 
with these 
exciting new 
resources for 
children
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UNIT 1: Remember
 7 Session 1 Jesus Washes Feet
 MARCH 7 

13 Session 2 The Last Supper
 MARCH 14

19 Session 3 Praying in the Garden
 MARCH 21

25 Session 4 Jesus Enters Jerusalem
 MARCH 28

UNIT 2: Share
31 Session 5 Resurrection
 APRIL 4

37 Session 6 The Great Commission
 APRIL 11 

43 Session 7 Peter and John
 APRIL 18

49 Session 8 Believers Share
 APRIL 25

UNIT 3: Love
55 Session 9 Choosing the Seven
 MAY 2

61 Session 10 Peter and Tabitha
 MAY 9

67 Session 11 The Church Grows
 MAY 16

73 Session 12 Pentecost
 MAY 23

79 Session 13 Love in Action
 MAY 30

MORE PAGES
85 Song Sheets
89  Celebration Chart
90 Lent Family Letter 
91 Faith Word Coloring Sheets
94  Spiritual Gifts Quiz (Session 7)
96  Feelings Catcher Directions (Session 3)

Celebrate Wonder is a curriculum 
that honors the spiritual life of 
children. Celebrate Wonder will 
engage children in open-ended 
exploration and inquiry of the Bible. 
Through experiential activities, 
spiritual practices, and reflection, 
Celebrate Wonder serves as a 
biblical guide to help children 
make meaning for their lives. 
This curriculum seeks to deepen 
children’s faith formation and to 
create a safe space for children to 
ask big questions and claim their 
spiritual identity as children of God. 

Please visit CokesburyKids.com, 
where you can find training videos, 
blog posts, free stuff, and more.

    

1Celebrate Wonder: Ages 6–8 
Leader Guide • Spring 2021

Permission is granted to duplicate this page 
for local church use only. © 2020 Cokesbury.
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The overall goal of the Celebrate Wonder Leader Guide is to equip and 
empower the adults in such a way that they can easily and effectively 
engage, interact, and grow alongside their children. This is a guide, but 
not a manual. It is meant as a helpful tool so you can support and care for 
all of your children as you journey together to deepen your faith, learn the 
Bible, and grow as spiritual beings of God. 

1. Prepare to Wonder: This is biblical information that helps the 
leaders learn about the Bible story and how it connects to children. 
It helps you center your own mind and spirit as you focus on God’s 
Word and the intention of how you can help develop and grow the 
faith of the children. This section also includes an adult spiritual 
practice. We hope that leaders will find time to center themselves 
and to participate in a practice that prepares them to lead the 
children from a place of presence and connection to God. 

2. Come Together: This is a time for the children to enter the space 
and begin to explore the Bible story. Simple rituals, music, and 
children’s activity pages are included. 
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3. Wonder Time: Now is the time to tell and wonder about 
the Bible story. The Bible story is explored in several ways. We 
encourage you to read the Bible story and watch the DVD. 
Following the sharing of the Bible story, there is an opportunity for 
the children to have discussion, ask questions, and wonder together. 

4. Experience Wonder: This is a time for the children to deepen 
their understanding of the Bible story through exploration and play. 
This section of the lesson includes various learning styles and age-
appropriate activities. Each week these activities will vary based on 
connection to the Bible story.

5. Go in Peace: The lesson closes with a spiritual practice. Each 
week the children will be guided through a simple practice to 
connect them to themselves and to God. These practices are 
intended to be something they also can practice at home. Usually, 
the practice will end with a blessing or a prayer. 
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Paper streamers Paper streamers Paper streamers Paper streamers Paper streamers Paper streamers Paper streamers Paper streamers Paper streamers Paper streamers Paper streamers Paper streamers Paper streamers Paper streamers Paper streamers Paper streamers Paper streamers Paper streamers Paper streamers Paper streamers Paper streamers Paper streamers 

Paper towels Paper towels Paper towels Paper towels Paper towels Paper towels Paper towels Paper towels Paper towels Paper towels Paper towels Paper towels Paper towels Paper towels Paper towels Paper towels 

Pencils Pencils Pencils Pencils Pencils Pencils Pencils Pencils Pencils 

Plastic containers for Plastic containers for Plastic containers for Plastic containers for Plastic containers for Plastic containers for Plastic containers for Plastic containers for Plastic containers for Plastic containers for Plastic containers for 
paint and water paint and water paint and water paint and water paint and water 

Posterboard Posterboard Posterboard Posterboard Posterboard Posterboard Posterboard Posterboard Posterboard Posterboard Posterboard Posterboard Posterboard Posterboard 

Projector or Projector or Projector or Projector or Projector or Projector or Projector or Projector or Projector or Projector or Projector or 
television television television television television television television television television television television television television television 

Resealable plastic Resealable plastic Resealable plastic Resealable plastic Resealable plastic Resealable plastic Resealable plastic Resealable plastic Resealable plastic Resealable plastic Resealable plastic Resealable plastic Resealable plastic Resealable plastic Resealable plastic Resealable plastic Resealable plastic Resealable plastic Resealable plastic Resealable plastic 
bags bags bags bags bags bags bags 

Ribbon Ribbon Ribbon Ribbon Ribbon Ribbon Ribbon Ribbon Ribbon Ribbon Ribbon Ribbon Ribbon Ribbon 

Scissors (adult and Scissors (adult and Scissors (adult and Scissors (adult and Scissors (adult and Scissors (adult and Scissors (adult and Scissors (adult and Scissors (adult and Scissors (adult and Scissors (adult and 
safety)safety)

Smocks Smocks Smocks Smocks Smocks Smocks 

Stapler, staples Stapler, staples Stapler, staples Stapler, staples Stapler, staples Stapler, staples Stapler, staples 

Stickers Stickers Stickers Stickers Stickers Stickers Stickers 

Tape (clear, masking, Tape (clear, masking, Tape (clear, masking, Tape (clear, masking, Tape (clear, masking, Tape (clear, masking, Tape (clear, masking, Tape (clear, masking, Tape (clear, masking, Tape (clear, masking, Tape (clear, masking, Tape (clear, masking, Tape (clear, masking, Tape (clear, masking, Tape (clear, masking, Tape (clear, masking, 
and double-stick)and double-stick)and double-stick)and double-stick)and double-stick)and double-stick)and double-stick)and double-stick)and double-stick)and double-stick)and double-stick)and double-stick)and double-stick)and double-stick)and double-stick)

Tissue paper Tissue paper Tissue paper Tissue paper Tissue paper Tissue paper Tissue paper Tissue paper Tissue paper Tissue paper Tissue paper Tissue paper Tissue paper Tissue paper Tissue paper Tissue paper Tissue paper Tissue paper 

Washable paint Washable paint Washable paint Washable paint Washable paint Washable paint Washable paint Washable paint Washable paint Washable paint Washable paint Washable paint Washable paint Washable paint Washable paint Washable paint Washable paint Washable paint Washable paint Washable paint 

Watercolor paints Watercolor paints Watercolor paints Watercolor paints Watercolor paints Watercolor paints Watercolor paints Watercolor paints Watercolor paints Watercolor paints Watercolor paints Watercolor paints Watercolor paints Watercolor paints Watercolor paints Watercolor paints Watercolor paints Watercolor paints Watercolor paints Watercolor paints Watercolor paints Watercolor paints 

Watercolor pencilsWatercolor pencilsWatercolor pencilsWatercolor pencilsWatercolor pencilsWatercolor pencilsWatercolor pencilsWatercolor pencilsWatercolor pencilsWatercolor pencilsWatercolor pencilsWatercolor pencilsWatercolor pencilsWatercolor pencilsWatercolor pencilsWatercolor pencilsWatercolor pencilsWatercolor pencilsWatercolor pencils

Wet wipesWet wipesWet wipesWet wipesWet wipes

Wooden craft sticksWooden craft sticksWooden craft sticksWooden craft sticksWooden craft sticksWooden craft sticksWooden craft sticksWooden craft sticksWooden craft sticksWooden craft sticksWooden craft sticksWooden craft sticksWooden craft sticksWooden craft sticksWooden craft sticksWooden craft sticksWooden craft sticksWooden craft sticksWooden craft sticksWooden craft sticksWooden craft sticksWooden craft sticksWooden craft sticksWooden craft sticksWooden craft sticksWooden craft sticks

YarnYarnYarn

CEB Bible

Celebrate Wonder Class Pack

Celebrate Wonder Activity Sheets

Celebrate Wonder Family 
Activity Book

Celebrate Wonder Leader Guide

Celebrate Wonder Bible Storybook

Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD

Celebrate Wonder Quarterly DVD
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Do this in remembrance of me. (Luke 22:19c)

Jesus Washes Feet – John 13:1-17

Prepare to Wonder 
Faith Word: REMEMBER
Today we are exploring the story of Jesus washing the disciples’ feet. As Jesus and 
his disciples are having a meal, Jesus does something unexpected. He kneels down 
and begins to wash the feet of his friends. This act typically is something done by a 
servant, so the disciples are surprised. Peter says to Jesus, “No! You will never wash 
my feet!” This is a strong response. But Jesus, who soon will be led to his death, has 
a purpose behind his actions. He wants his friends to remember him by his example 
of serving others.

We, too, can serve like Jesus. This story reminds us of Jesus’ life and of who we are 
called to be as his disciples. Many churches use this story during Lent or Holy Week 
and hold a foot washing service. When we participate in this ritual, we remember 
Jesus and answer his call to follow his example. 

Children might see this practice as a yucky job and not as something we do today. 
Try comparing this practice with other acts of service, such as helping a neighbor 
take out the trash, caring for someone who is sick, or helping a friend clean up a spill. 
Through this story we can help children know and see that they are serving like Jesus 
when they do unexpected acts of love.

Spiritual Practice for Adults 
When you shower or take a bath this week, pay attention to your feet or hands. 
Wash your feet or hands three times. As you wash, say the Bible verse, “Do this 
in remembrance of me.” Think about all the places your feet or hands have been. 
Rejoice in knowing you have helped serve. You are an example of Jesus.
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Come Together 
Welcome to Wonder
Supplies: Class Pack—pp. 10 & 23, 16 & 17; Leader Guide—pp. 4, 85; Activity Sheets 
(Session 1); Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD; CD player; stickers or markers; 
items for Wonder Table (small table, purple cloth, and items such as a candle, bowl 
of water, pitcher); box with a lid; your choice of art supplies; a cloth or towel; tape

Prepare Ahead: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Pack—pp. 16 & 17). Set up a 
Wonder Table and make a Wonder Box (see Leader—p. 4). Place the cloth or towel 
inside the Wonder Box. Set the Wonder Box on the Wonder Table.

 • Play “Celebrate Wonder” (CD) as the children arrive. Lyrics are on page 85 of the 
Leader Guide.

 • Greet each child. Show the children where to mark the Attendance Chart using  
a sticker or a marker.

 • Distribute this week’s Activity Sheet (Session 1). Provide tape. Help as needed with 
the craft activity.

Tip: Display the Wonder Wall poster (Class Pack—pp. 10 & 23), or use the instructions 
on the back of the poster to create your own.

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 86, Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD or Celebrate 
Wonder DVD, CD player, DVD player, TV

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Song Sheet—Unit 1” for each child. 

 • Gather the children around the Wonder Table, and hand out the Song Sheets.

 • Play “Remember Your Love” (CD or DVD). Invite the children to sing and celebrate.

Wonder Time 
Share a Story 
Supplies: CEB Bible; Class Pack—pp. 4 & 29, 14; Celebrate Wonder DVD; TV;  
DVD player; scissors

Prepare Ahead: Obtain the Unit 1 Wonder Story Mat (pp. 4 & 29). Cut out the 
Wonder Story Mat Figures (p. 14). You will use the figure of the heart today.

 • Lay the Unit 1 Wonder Story Mat on the floor.

8Celebrate Wonder: Ages 6–8 
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 • Read from the Bible today’s story in John 13:1-17.

 • Let a child move or place the heart by the word Love on the Wonder Story Mat.

 • Watch the Session 1 video on the DVD.

Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack—insert, pp. 7 & 26; Wonder Box (containing a cloth or towel); 
clear tape (optional)

Prepare Ahead: Display the Unit 1 Faith Word poster (Class Pack—pp. 7 & 26),  
and assemble the Wonder Cube (Class Pack—insert).

 • Let a child roll the Wonder Cube. Direct the children to answer the question(s) 
about the Bible story. You can interact with the Wonder Cube as time allows.

 • Then pick up the Wonder Box and place it in front of the children.

SAY: Today’s faith word is Remember: to think about and not forget our faith.

 • Wonder together:

 ❍ When you think of the word remember, what do you think of?

 ❍ What do you know about your faith?

 ❍ What do you think is inside our Wonder Box today?

 • Open the Wonder Box and reveal the cloth or towel.

WONDER: How do you think the disciples felt in today’s Bible story?

SAY: Today we will learn about a special thing Jesus did for the disciples.

Experience Wonder 
Share Soap (Craft)
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 12, hand soap pump bottles or foam soap bottles (one 
for each child), unscented liquid castile soap (enough for each child to use ¼ cup), 
water, measuring cups, gentle essential oil (such as lavender, lemon, or peppermint)

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Share Soap” (Leader Guide).

SAY: Though washing feet is not a custom in our community, washing hands is 
something we do often. Let’s make some soap we can use as a reminder of today’s 
Bible story.

 • Give each child an empty bottle.

 • Guide the children in making soap by giving the following directions.
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 • Have the children measure ¾ cup of water, and pour it into their bottle

 • Then ask them to measure ¼ cup of castile soap, and add it to their bottle.

 • Help the children add 20 drops of essential oil (for scent) to their bottle. 

 • Have them replace the bottle pump/lid and shake well.

WONDER: How will you use your soap?

Tip: Be aware of allergies. You may choose to make unscented soap.

Painting a Footprint (Craft)
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 12, thin cloth towels (one for each child), smocks, 
scissors, fabric paint, paintbrushes, masking tape

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Painting a Footprint” (Leader Guide) for each child, and 
cut off the soap recipe.

 • Distribute copies of “Painting a Footprint” and the supplies, and ask the children 
to put on a smock.

 • Show the children how to cut out the center of the footprint stencil, leaving the 
surrounding paper intact.

 • Direct the children to tape their towel to the table, place the footprint stencil on 
the towel, paint over the stencil, and then remove the stencil. 

 • Invite the children to use the paint to decorate the rest of the towel. 

 • Let the towels dry. At the end of the lesson, have the children take home their 
towels, if they are dry. 

Messy Paint (Exploration)
Supplies: fingerpaint, thick paper, smocks, hand wipes

SAY: Sometimes we get messy. People in Bible times wore sandals, and their feet 
got really dirty.

WONDER: Can you think of a time when you got messy?

SAY: Let’s use our hands to get a little messy. We are going to use fingerpaint to 
create a picture of Jesus washing the disciples’ feet or to write the Bible verse. 

 • Give each child a smock to put on and a piece of thick paper.

 • Invite the children to use the fingerpaint to create a picture or to write.

 • When the children have completed their art, use hand wipes to clean their hands.

 • Set the pictures aside to dry.
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Peaceful Place 
Supplies: suggested books: “Hands Say Love” by George Shannon and “Unlovable” 
by Dan Yaccarino; quiet items: bowls, water table, water toys, towels

 • Locate the suggested books and quiet items, and place them in the Peaceful Place.

 • Allow children who want or need a quieter activity to visit the Peaceful Place.

Tip: You may choose to include other quiet toys, books, or activities.

Go in Peace 
Spiritual Practice—Exploring Remembrance Through Ritual
Supplies: Leader Guide—pp. 89, 90; “Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book” 
(optional); bowl of water; towel

Prepare Ahead: Locate the “Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book” (optional). 
Photocopy “Celebration Chart” (Leader Guide—p. 89) and “Lent Family Letter” 
(Leader Guide—p. 90) for each child.

 • Gather the children around the Wonder Table.

SAY: In today’s story, Jesus washed the disciples’ feet. I would like to wash your feet 
or hands.

 • Invite the children to remove their shoes and socks. Some children may wish to 
have their hands washed instead. 

 • Go to each child and sprinkle his or her feet or hands with water. Use a towel to dry 
them. 

SAY: Jesus loves you.

 • Send home with the children the “Celebration Chart” and “Lent Family Letter.” 

 • Encourage the children and their families to use the “Celebration Chart” and to 
read together the quarterly Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book (if purchased).
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Share Soap & Painting a Footprint

SOAP
Measure ¾ cup of water, and pour it into the bottle.

Measure ¼ cup of castile soap, and add it to the bottle.

Add 20 drops of essential oil to the bottle.

Replace the bottle pump/lid and shake well.
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Do this in remembrance of me. (Luke 22:19c)

The Last Supper – Luke 22:14-20

Prepare to Wonder 
Faith Word: REMEMBER
The Last Supper is a special meal Jesus ate with the disciples. It is a celebration of 
Passover. The Passover is celebrated every year to remember the Israelites’ freedom 
from slavery. During this meal, Jesus and his friends ate and drank together. While 
they were eating and sharing, Jesus began to break bread and to pass the cup. 
While doing so, he recited words many of us are familiar with today: “Do this in 
remembrance of me.” This ritual is practiced by many Christians and is known as the 
Eucharist or Communion. 

During Communion we recite these familiar words and share the bread and cup 
to remember the life and death of Jesus. We all might practice and participate in 
Communion differently; however, we can remember Jesus and his example by simply 
sharing a meal. Whether we share a meal with friends and family or come forward to 
receive the elements in worship, we have the opportunity to remember. 

Children are included in this invitation of remembrance. They can name special 
meals they share, such as Easter lunch or Thanksgiving dinner. Children also can hear 
this story and listen for Jesus’ words in worship. Help children observe times when 
they are gathered with their friends and family of faith, and remind each of them that 
these are opportunities to remember Jesus and our faith traditions. 

Spiritual Practice for Adults 
This week, make or serve your favorite meal. Enjoy this meal with friends and family. 
As you share the meal, go around the table and invite each person to choose a way 
she or he can be a blessing to others. 
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Come Together 
Welcome to Wonder
Supplies: Class Pack—pp. 10 & 23, 16 & 17; Leader Guide—pp. 4, 85; Activity Sheets 
(Session 2); Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD; CD player; stickers or markers; 
items for Wonder Table (small table, purple cloth, and items such as a candle, chalice, 
basket, different types of bread); Wonder Box; Communion elements

Prepare Ahead: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Pack—pp. 16 & 17). Set up a 
Wonder Table (see Leader—p. 4). Place the Communion elements inside the Wonder 
Box. Set the Wonder Box on the Wonder Table.

 • Play “Celebrate Wonder” (CD) as the children arrive. Lyrics are on page 85 of the 
Leader Guide.

 • Greet each child. Show the children where to mark the Attendance Chart using  
a sticker or a marker.

 • Distribute this week’s Activity Sheet (Session 2). Let the children read about the 
seder meal and then participate in the Bible retelling together.

Tip: Display the Wonder Wall poster (Class Pack—pp. 10 & 23), or use the instructions 
on the back of the poster to create your own. If you put bread on the Wonder Table, 
find a way to share it has a snack. Check for allergies before serving the bread.

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 86, Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD or Celebrate 
Wonder DVD, CD player, DVD player, TV

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Song Sheet—Unit 1” for each child. 

 • Gather the children around the Wonder Table, and hand out the Song Sheets.

 • Play “Remember Your Love” (CD or DVD). Invite the children to sing and celebrate.

Wonder Time 
Share a Story 
Supplies: CEB Bible; Class Pack—pp. 4 & 29, 14; Celebrate Wonder DVD; TV;  
DVD player

Prepare Ahead: Obtain the Unit 1 Wonder Story Mat (pp. 4 & 29) and the Wonder 
Story Mat Figures (p. 14). You will use the figure of the table today.
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 • Lay the Unit 1 Wonder Story Mat on the floor.

 • Read from the Bible today’s story in Luke 22:14-20.

 • Let a child move or place the table by the word Eat on the Wonder Story Mat.

 • Watch the Session 2 video on the DVD.

Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack—insert, pp. 7 & 26; Wonder Box (containing Communion 
elements)

Prepare Ahead: Display the Unit 1 Faith Word poster (Class Pack—pp. 7 & 26),  
and locate the Wonder Cube (Class Pack—insert).

 • Let a child roll the Wonder Cube. Direct the children to answer the question(s) 
about the Bible story. You can interact with the Wonder Cube as time allows.

 • Then pick up the Wonder Box and place it in front of the children.

SAY: Today’s faith word is Remember: to think about and not forget our faith.

 • Wonder together:

 ❍ How can you remember Jesus?

 ❍ What special meals do you remember?

 ❍ What do you think is inside our Wonder Box today?

 • Open the Wonder Box and reveal the Communion elements.

WONDER: Why do you think Jesus wanted us to remember him?

Experience Wonder 
Baking Bread (Cooking)
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 18, ingredients (see p. 18), resealable bag (1 gallon), 
measuring cups and spoons, spatula, 2 small loaf pans, cooking spray, olive oil or 
butter, oven, oven mitts, kitchen towel, bread basket

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Baking Bread” and gather the supplies.

SAY: In our Bible story, Jesus shared bread with his friends. We do this today to 
remember the special meal Jesus shared with the disciples. 

 • Help the children follow the directions in “Baking Bread.” 

WONDER: Who do you want to share your bread with?

Tip: You will eat the bread at the end of the lesson.
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My Badge (Craft)
Supplies: construction paper, scissors, rulers, markers, stickers, safety pins

SAY: Some people in our world do not have enough food—even kids like you. There 
are 15 million children in the United States who live in poverty. This means they do 
not have enough resources, such as food, to have healthy bodies. But there are ways 
we can help.

WONDER: What do you think we can do to help everyone have enough food?

SAY: One way we can help is by advocating for the children. This means we tell other 
people about children who are hungry so that they can help us create change. We 
will make badges to wear to help us start that conversation.

 • Show the children the art supplies.

 • Direct each child to cut a 2-inch circle from construction paper. Invite the children 
to write “15 Million” on their badge. Then let them use markers and stickers to 
decorate their badge. 

 • Use a safety pin to attach the badges to the children’s clothing.

 • Guide a discussion about child poverty. You can learn more by visiting unicef.org or 
www.childrensdefense.org.

Tip: Be sensitive to children who might live below the poverty line. If you have 
children who are in need, choose a different activity or adjust as needed. 

Blessing the Food (Worship)
Supplies: paper, pencils, crayons, markers

 • Gather the children in a circle. 

WONDER: Where does our food come from? What kinds of food do you like to eat?

SAY: People all over the world grow and make our food, and it takes time to get to 
our tables. It’s important to remember all the people who help us have food to eat.

 • Invite the children to write or draw a prayer for those who make our food.

 • Invite willing volunteers to share. Say the prayers together. 
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Peaceful Place 
Supplies: suggested books: “Bread Comes to Life: A Garden of Wheat and a Loaf 
to Eat“ by George Levenson, “Alice Waters and the Trip to Delicious” by Jacqueline 
Briggs Martin, and “Farmer Will Allen and the Growing Table” by Jacqueline Briggs 
Martin; quiet items: play food, various images of the Last Supper

 • Locate the suggested books and quiet items, and place them in the Peaceful Place.

 • Allow children who want or need a quieter activity to visit the Peaceful Place.

Tip: You may choose to include other quiet toys, books, or activities.

Go in Peace 
Spiritual Practice—Exploring Remembrance Through Ritual
Supplies: Leader Guide—pp. 89, 90; “Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book” 
(optional); bread (made earlier); hand sanitizer

Prepare Ahead: Check for allergies before serving the bread. Photocopy 
“Celebration Chart” (Leader Guide—p. 89) and “Lent Family Letter” (Leader 
Guide—p. 90) for children who have not received them yet.

 • Gather the children around the Wonder Table.

SAY: In our Bible story, Jesus shared a meal with his friends. Jesus broke the bread 
and gave it to the disciples. In church we sometimes do this. We call it Communion.

 • Show children the bread. Tear off a piece and pass it to the child next to you.

SAY: Jesus shares his love with you.

 • Have each child tear off a piece of bread, hand it to the next child, and say, “Jesus 
shares his love with you.”

 • Pass the bread all the way around the circle, and then eat the bread together.

 • Send “Celebration Chart” and “Lent Family Letter” home with children who did 
not receive them yet. 

 • Encourage the children and their families to use the “Celebration Chart” and to 
read together the quarterly Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book (if purchased).
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Baking Bread

Bread in a Bag
3 cups all-purpose flour, divided 
1/4 cup sugar 
1 .25-package active dry yeast 
1 cup warm water 
3 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil 
2 teaspoons salt 

 • Preheat oven to 375º. 

 • In a resealable bag, place 1 cup flour, sugar, and yeast. Then add warm water. 

 • Seal bag and push on the bag with your hands to mix. 

 • Let the dough rest for 10 minutes in a warm place. 

 • Add 1 cup flour, oil, and salt to the bag. Then seal the bag and mix together. 

 • Add the remaining cup of flour, and mix until it is all combined. 

 • Use a spatula to scrape the dough from the bag onto a lightly floured surface. Knead until 
smooth (about 5 minutes). 

 • Spray two small loaf pans with cooking spray. Halve the dough, and place in the two pans. 
Cover with a kitchen towel and let rise 30 minutes. 

 • Brush the top of the dough with olive oil or melted butter and bake until golden (about 
30 minutes).
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Do this in remembrance of me. (Luke 22:19c)

Praying in the Garden –  
Luke 22:39-46

Prepare to Wonder 
Faith Word: REMEMBER
In the Bible story, Jesus is beginning his journey toward his death. As Jesus comes to 
terms with the coming days, he is experiencing many emotions. While his disciples 
sleep—despite Jesus’ instructions to pray—Jesus goes to pray. He is searching for 
comfort and guidance in the midst of his overwhelming feelings. 

Sometimes we do not know how to express or understand our emotions. Yet our 
emotions are trying to teach and tell. When we experience emotions, there are 
things we can do to help. Jesus teaches us that we can talk to God. 

The video today explores the loss of a grandparent. It is important to honor children’s 
experiences and to allow them to explore dif�cult topics. In doing so, you can guide 
children to go to God with what is hard, just like Jesus did. It might not change the 
outcome or take away something painful that already has happened; however, it can 
bring comfort to know that God goes with us and is present in the midst of our big 
emotions. These big emotions are felt even by the littlest children, and it is our job 
to help them know that God is there to comfort and guide them.

Spiritual Practice for Adults 
Feelings are complicated. In hard situations we all react in different ways. Emotions 
can be teachers. They teach us what we want and need. When you are feeling an 
emotion this week, place your hands on your chest or heart. Say what emotion you 
are feeling. Then repeat the following phrase, “When I feel (emotion), I can share 
with God; and when I am feeling (emotion), I know God will make me strong. Amen.”
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Come Together 
Welcome to Wonder
Supplies: Class Pack—pp. 10 & 23, 16 & 17; Leader Guide—pp. 4, 85, 96; Activity 
Sheets (Session 3); Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD; CD player; stickers or 
markers; items for Wonder Table (small table, purple cloth, and items such as a 
candle, �nger labyrinth, plants); Wonder Box; prayer shawl

Prepare Ahead: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Pack—pp. 16 & 17). Set up a 
Wonder Table (see Leader—p. 4). Place the prayer shawl inside the Wonder Box. Set 
the Wonder Box on the Wonder Table. Photocopy “Feelings Catcher Directions” 
(Leader Guide—p. 96) for each child.

 • Play “Celebrate Wonder” (CD) as the children arrive. Lyrics are on page 85 of the 
Leader Guide.

 • Greet each child. Show the children where to mark the Attendance Chart using  
a sticker or a marker.

 • Distribute this week’s Activity Sheet (Session 3) and copies of “Feelings Catcher 
Directions.” Help the children fold the Feelings Catcher.

Tip: Display the Wonder Wall poster (Class Pack—pp. 10 & 23), or use the instructions 
on the back of the poster to create your own.

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 86, Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD or Celebrate 
Wonder DVD, CD player, DVD player, TV

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Song Sheet—Unit 1” for each child. 

 • Gather the children around the Wonder Table, and hand out the Song Sheets.

 • Play “Remember Your Love” (CD or DVD). Invite the children to sing and celebrate.

Wonder Time 
Share a Story 
Supplies: CEB Bible; Class Pack—pp. 4 & 29, 14; Celebrate Wonder DVD; TV;  
DVD player

Prepare Ahead: Obtain the Unit 1 Wonder Story Mat (pp. 4 & 29) and the Wonder 
Story Mat Figures (p. 14). You will use the �gure of the praying hands today.
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 • Lay the Unit 1 Wonder Story Mat on the �oor.

 • Read from the Bible today’s story in Luke 22:39-46.

 • Let a child move or place the praying hands by the word Notice on the Wonder 
Story Mat.

 • Watch the Session 3 video on the DVD.

Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack—insert, pp. 7 & 26; Wonder Box (containing a prayer shawl)

Prepare Ahead: Display the Unit 1 Faith Word poster (Class Pack—pp. 7 & 26),  
and locate the Wonder Cube (Class Pack—insert).

 • Let a child roll the Wonder Cube. Direct the children to answer the question(s) 
about the Bible story. You can interact with the Wonder Cube as time allows.

 • Then pick up the Wonder Box and place it in front of the children.

SAY: Today’s faith word is Remember: to think about and not forget our faith.

 • Wonder together:

 ❍ What do you remember about today’s Bible story?

 ❍ Where was Jesus in the story?

 ❍ What helps you remember the story?

 • Open the Wonder Box and reveal the prayer shawl.

WONDER: Do you know what a prayer shawl is?

SAY: A prayer shawl is like a small blanket that someone makes for another person. 
They say a prayer or bless the shawl, then give it to someone who is in need of prayer.

WONDER: How does this story make you feel?

Experience Wonder 
Prayer Walk (Movement)
SAY: In our story, Jesus goes to the garden to pray. 

WONDER: Where do you like to pray? Have you ever prayed outside?

 • Gather the children together and take them outside.

SAY: Jesus felt sad when he was in the garden, so he talked to God. Let’s take a walk 
together. We will call this a prayer walk. As we walk, notice how you feel today. After 
you notice your feelings, quietly talk to God and say a prayer. 
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 • After the children have some quiet time, recite this prayer out loud together.

When am feeling happy,
when I am feeling sad,
when I am feeling silly,
and even when I am feeling glad,
I can talk to God. Amen.

 • Take the children back inside. Let the children share what they noticed.

Tip: If the weather does not permit you to go outside, do this activity around your 
inside church space.

Prayer Positions (Movement)
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 24

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Prayer Positions” (Leader Guide) for each child. 

 • Gather the children together, and give each child a copy of “Prayer Positions.” 

WONDER: How do you like to pray? Have you ever prayed with your body?

SAY: We can pray with our bodies through dance, movement, and so much more.

 • Let the children practice the prayer positions. Then do them together. 

SAY: There are so many ways to pray.

WONDER: Which prayer position is your favorite? What other positions do you think 
would be a fun way to pray?

Tip: Be sensitive to children who are differently abled. 

What Did You Pray? (Game)
Supplies: plastic cups (2 for each pair of children), string, paper punch

 • Divide the children into pairs. Distribute the supplies, and invite the pairs to create 
a telephone together. Direct them to punch a hole in the center of the bottom of 
two cups, face the cups away from each other, thread a string through both holes, 
and tie the ends of the string in a knot inside the cups. 

 • When the pairs have �nished making their telephones, invite one child in each pair 
to speak a short prayer into one cup while the other child puts the other cup up to 
his or her ear and listens. Then have them switch.

SAY: It is special to say prayers and to know someone is always listening. God is 
always there to hear your prayers. 
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Peaceful Place 
Supplies: suggested books: “Every Which Way to Pray” by Joyce Meyer and 

“Everyone Prays: Celebrating Faith Around the World” by Alexis York Lumbard; quiet 
items: journals, mandalas, �nger labyrinth

 • Locate the suggested books and quiet items, and place them in the Peaceful Place.

 • Allow children who want or need a quieter activity to visit the Peaceful Place.

Tip: You may choose to include other quiet toys, books, or activities.

Go in Peace 
Spiritual Practice—Exploring Remembrance Through Ritual
Supplies: Leader Guide—pp. 89, 90; “Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book” 
(optional)

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Celebration Chart” (Leader Guide—p. 89) and “Lent 
Family Letter” (Leader Guide—p. 90) for children who have not received them yet.

 • Gather the children together. Pair one older child with a younger child. You may do 
bigger groups if needed.

SAY: One way to pray is to pray with others. We are going to pray with our friends. 

 • Invite the children to share their joys and concerns with their partner. Then have 
them say a prayer together. Encourage the older child to help the younger child.

SAY: All people can pray no matter who they are, how old they are, or where they 
are. Prayer is such a special way to talk to God.

 • Send “Celebration Chart” and “Lent Family Letter” home with children who did 
not receive them yet. 

 • Encourage the children and their families to use the “Celebration Chart” and to 
read together the quarterly Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book (if purchased).
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Prayer Positions

24Celebrate Wonder: Ages 6–8 
Leader Guide • Spring 2021 • Session 3

Permission is granted to duplicate this page 
for local church use only. © 2020 Cokesbury.

TM

9781791001391_INT_003.indd   24 10/2/20   11:37 AM



Do this in remembrance of me. (Luke 22:19c)

Jesus Enters Jerusalem –  
Matthew 21:1-11

Prepare to Wonder 
Faith Word: REMEMBER
Today we experience the excitement of Jesus being welcomed into Jerusalem. We 
hear this familiar story as we enter into Holy Week. Jesus is greeted with a grand 
entrance as a way to honor him. 

There is joy in the welcome. Welcoming is an opportunity to be hospitable to others. 
This is something we can do on special occasions. It also is something we can embody 
all the time. To be welcoming means we express our joy to have new and familiar 
people in our lives. This story can remind us how our faith calls us to welcome. 

We see this story celebrated with Palm Sunday, when many churches have processionals, 
wave palm branches, and sing familiar songs. This celebration can be memorable for 
children. In these rituals, children can remember how Jesus was welcomed. 

It also is important to remember that Jesus was killed after Palm Sunday. Although 
death can be a hard topic for kids, we still can �nd ways to talk about what happened 
in the following week. We know there is joy on the other side. We welcome and 
honor Jesus in this story because of the special person he is and all he has taught his 
followers. Jesus was killed because he was following God and the society in which 
he lived did not agree with his teachings and his ways. But we know that Jesus is 
special. When we welcome Jesus into our lives, we know that the story is not over. We 
welcome our faith to teach us to be followers so that we, too, can welcome others 
and what is yet to come.

Spiritual Practice for Adults 
As you prepare for Holy Week, think about the word welcome. Use the following 
acronym to pray: Welcome Everyone Let Christ Open My Eyes.

25Celebrate Wonder: Ages 6–8 
Leader Guide • Spring 2021 • Session 4

Permission is granted to duplicate this page 
for local church use only. © 2020 Cokesbury.

4
TM

9781791001391_INT_004.indd   25 10/2/20   11:38 AM



Come Together 
Welcome to Wonder
Supplies: Class Pack—pp. 10 & 23, 16 & 17; Leader Guide—pp. 4, 85; Activity Sheets 
(Session 4); Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD; CD player; stickers or markers; 
items for Wonder Table (small table, purple cloth, and items such as a candle, palm 
branches, toy donkeys); Wonder Box; palm branch

Prepare Ahead: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Pack—pp. 16 & 17). Set up a 
Wonder Table (see Leader—p. 4). Place the palm branch inside the Wonder Box. Set 
the Wonder Box on the Wonder Table.

 • Play “Celebrate Wonder” (CD) as the children arrive. Lyrics are on page 85 of the 
Leader Guide.

 • Greet each child. Show the children where to mark the Attendance Chart using  
a sticker or a marker.

 • Distribute this week’s Activity Sheet (Session 4). Help the children as needed with 
the craft activity.

Tip: Display the Wonder Wall poster (Class Pack—pp. 10 & 23), or use the instructions 
on the back of the poster to create your own.

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 86, Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD or Celebrate 
Wonder DVD, CD player, DVD player, TV

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Song Sheet—Unit 1” for each child. 

 • Gather the children around the Wonder Table, and hand out the Song Sheets.

 • Play “Remember Your Love” (CD or DVD). Invite the children to sing and celebrate.

Wonder Time 
Share a Story 
Supplies: CEB Bible; Class Pack—pp. 4 & 29, 14; Celebrate Wonder DVD; TV;  
DVD player

Prepare Ahead: Obtain the Unit 1 Wonder Story Mat (pp. 4 & 29) and the Wonder 
Story Mat Figures (p. 14). You will use the �gure of the palm branch today.

 • Lay the Unit 1 Wonder Story Mat on the �oor.
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 • Read from the Bible today’s story in Matthew 21:1-11.

 • Let a child move or place the palm branch by the word Tell on the Wonder Story Mat.

 • Watch the Session 4 video on the DVD.

Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack—insert, pp. 7 & 26; Wonder Box (containing a palm branch)

Prepare Ahead: Display the Unit 1 Faith Word poster (Class Pack—pp. 7 & 26),  
and locate the Wonder Cube (Class Pack—insert).

 • Let a child roll the Wonder Cube. Direct the children to answer the question(s) 
about the Bible story. You can interact with the Wonder Cube as time allows.

 • Then pick up the Wonder Box and place it in front of the children.

SAY: Today’s faith word is Remember: to think about and not forget our faith.

 • Wonder together:

 ❍ What do you remember about today’s Bible story?

 ❍ Have you celebrated Palm Sunday before? What do you remember?

 ❍ What do you think is inside our Wonder Box today?

 • Open the Wonder Box and reveal the palm branch.

WONDER: Why do you think the people waved palm branches?

SAY: Today we will learn about how the people welcomed Jesus into Jerusalem.

Experience Wonder 
You Are Welcome (Movement)
 • Have the children stand in a line at the door or the entrance of the Sunday school 

space. 

WONDER: I want to greet each of you in a special way, just like Jesus was greeted. 
How do you want to be greeted?

 • Greet each child, one at a time, in the way she or he wants to be greeted. This 
could be a high �ve, �st bump, or something else.

 • Let the children be creative and have fun!

Tip: You may continue this ritual in the weeks to come, if you wish.
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Welcome Mat (Craft)
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 30, scissors, markers, crayons, contact paper or 
cardboard and glue

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Welcome Mat” (Leader Guide) for each child. Gather 
the supplies.

 • Give each child a copy of “Welcome Mat.”

SAY: In our Bible story today, Jesus was welcomed.

WONDER: What does it mean to welcome someone? What does it look like? What 
does it feel like?

 • Have the children color and decorate their welcome mat. 

 • When the children are �nished coloring, have them cut out their mat. 

 • Help the children cover their mat with contact paper or glue it to a piece of 
cardboard. 

SAY: You can use your mat as a reminder of the Bible story and the importance of 
welcoming others. 

Palm Processional (Worship)
Supplies: palm branches (real or the one from the Activity Sheet, if available), musical 
instruments (optional)

 • Gather the children together. Give each child a palm branch and/or a musical 
instrument.

SAY: Let’s re-create the special welcome Jesus received when he entered Jerusalem.

 • Invite the children to march around the Sunday school space. You also might have 
the children process around the church building and invite other Sunday school 
classes or church members to join in.

Peaceful Place 
Supplies: suggested books: “With You All the Way” by Max Lucado and “Hope 
Springs” by Eric Walters; quiet items: palm branches, information about eco palms 
(see ecopalms.org), dress-up clothes

 • Locate the suggested books and quiet items, and place them in the Peaceful Place.

 • Allow children who want or need a quieter activity to visit the Peaceful Place.

Tip: You may choose to include other quiet toys, books, or activities.
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Go in Peace 
Spiritual Practice—Exploring Remembrance Through Ritual
Supplies: Leader Guide—pp. 89, 90; “Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book” (optional)

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Celebration Chart” (Leader Guide—p. 89) and “Lent 
Family Letter” (Leader Guide—p. 90) for children who have not received them yet.

 • Gather the children around the Wonder Table.

SAY: In our story, the people were excited to welcome Jesus.

WONDER: Have you ever prepared to welcome someone to your house, church, 
school, or community? 

 • Invite the children to join you in a welcoming chant.

I welcome Jesus.
He welcomes me.
We welcome everyone.
Jesus teaches this to me!

 • Send “Celebration Chart” and “Lent Family Letter” home with children who did 
not receive them yet. 

 • Encourage the children and their families to use the “Celebration Chart” and to 
read together the quarterly Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book (if purchased).

29Celebrate Wonder: Ages 6–8 
Leader Guide • Spring 2021 • Session 4

Permission is granted to duplicate this page 
for local church use only. © 2020 Cokesbury.

Permission is granted to duplicate this page 
for local church use only. © 2020 Cokesbury.

9781791001391_INT_004.indd   29 10/2/20   11:38 AM



Welcome Mat
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The community of believers was one in heart and mind. (Acts 4:32a)

Resurrection – Matthew 28:1-10

Prepare to Wonder 
Faith Word: SHARE
In today’s story, women are the first to find the empty tomb. They do not come 
to anoint Jesus’ body, like in Mark; they come to see the tomb. Some argue this 
is because they heard Jesus’ teachings about his resurrection and wanted to see 
if God’s promise had been fulfilled. An angel appears. The angel insists that the 
women participate as faithful followers of Jesus and proclaim the resurrection 
message. The women are called to go out and share the good news. 

But what is the resurrection message, and how do we share this message with our 
children? To understand the miracle of resurrection, we can start with wonder and 
amazement. The women came to the tomb and were surprised, confused, and 
amazed. They wanted to know all that had happened and where their Lord might be. 
Resurrection can be like this for us too. We might not always understand, but we can 
be amazed at all that God can do.

There is also the idea of new beginnings. Resurrection can remind us that with each 
new day there is opportunity to see the goodness and to share that goodness with 
others. God continues to gives us new life, and this is modeled in the story of Jesus’ 
resurrection. Resurrection is a hard topic for children and even for adults. However, if 
we can embrace our wonder about what might have happened, how Jesus’ followers 
might have felt, and what this means for our faith, we can begin to explore this story 
in new and amazing ways. Then we can share it with others.

Spiritual Practice for Adults 
Easter is about celebration, but before the joy there is darkness. We all feel sadness 
and pain sometimes. Easter reminds us that even Jesus suffered, but the story 
wasn’t over. Find a plastic egg before Easter. Write on a piece of paper something 
that might be painful or difficult, and then place it inside the egg. During the week, 
hold the egg while you pray. Remember today’s Bible story as you pray. Remember 
that Jesus goes before you. The resurrection story teaches us that the world brings 
suffering, but Jesus brings hope. Each day we get a chance to celebrate and to be 
resurrected. The pain will not last forever. There is joy coming in the morning.
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Come Together 
Welcome to Wonder
Supplies: Class Pack—pp. 2 & 31, 10 & 23, 16 & 17; Leader Guide—pp. 4, 85; Activity 
Sheets (Session 5); Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD; CD player; stickers or 
markers; items for Wonder Table (small table, white cloth, and items such as a candle, 
crosses, small stones or rocks, Easter lilies); Wonder Box; empty plastic egg

Prepare Ahead: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Pack—pp. 16 & 17). Set up a 
Wonder Table (see Leader—p. 4). Place the empty plastic egg inside the Wonder 
Box. Set the Wonder Box on the Wonder Table. Display the “Easter Poster” (Class 
Pack—pp. 2 & 31).

 • Play “Celebrate Wonder” (CD) as the children arrive. Lyrics are on page 85 of the 
Leader Guide.

 • Greet each child. Show the children where to mark the Attendance Chart using  
a sticker or a marker.

 • Distribute this week’s Activity Sheet (Session 5). Help the children interact with the 
activities on each page.

Tip: Display the Wonder Wall poster (Class Pack—pp. 10 & 23), or use the instructions 
on the back of the poster to create your own.

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 87, Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD or Celebrate 
Wonder DVD, CD player, DVD player, TV

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Song Sheet—Unit 2” for each child. 

 • Gather the children around the Wonder Table, and hand out the Song Sheets.

 • Play “Tell Somebody” (CD or DVD). Invite the children to sing and celebrate.

Wonder Time 
Share a Story 
Supplies: CEB Bible, Class Pack—pp. 6 & 27, Celebrate Wonder DVD, TV, DVD 
player, small pieces of paper or sticky notes, pens, pencils, crayons, markers

Prepare Ahead: Obtain the Unit 2 Wonder Story Mat (pp. 6 & 27). 

 • Lay the Unit 2 Wonder Story Mat on the floor.
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 • Read from the Bible today’s story in Matthew 28:1-10.

 • Have the children write or draw good news and put it on the Wonder Story Mat.

 • Watch the Session 5 video on the DVD.

Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack—insert, pp. 12 & 21; Wonder Box (containing an empty egg)

Prepare Ahead: Display the Unit 2 Faith Word poster (Class Pack—pp. 12 & 21),  
and locate the Wonder Cube (Class Pack—insert).

 • Let a child roll the Wonder Cube. Direct the children to answer the question(s) 
about the Bible story. You can interact with the Wonder Cube as time allows.

 • Then pick up the Wonder Box and place it in front of the children.

SAY: Today’s faith word is Share: to offer God’s blessings to others.

 • Wonder together:

 ❍ What kinds of things do you share?

 ❍ Is it hard to share? Why or why not?

 ❍ What was shared in today’s Bible story?

 • Open the Wonder Box and reveal the empty egg.

WONDER: Why do you think there is an empty egg in the Wonder Box?

SAY: When the women went to the tomb, Jesus was not there. Our egg represents 
Jesus’ resurrection. An egg also represents new life and new beginnings. This means 
that, even though Jesus is gone physically, we can share Jesus’ message of hope.

Experience Wonder 
Stone Painting (Art)
Supplies: baking sheets, shaving cream, acrylic paint, card stock cut into large circles 
(one for each child), toothpicks, jumbo craft sticks, smocks

 • Hand out the supplies, and have the children put on smocks.

SAY: In the Bible story, the stone was rolled away from Jesus’ tomb and Jesus was 
gone. Jesus’ disciples were sad at first, but then they remembered Jesus’ message 
and wanted to share that message with others.

 • Have the children cover a baking sheet in shaving cream. Then squeeze a few 
drops of paint onto the shaving cream.
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 • Direct the children to use a toothpick to swirl through the paint to mix it into the 
shaving cream.

 • Place the card stock circle on the mixture, press down, and let it sit for two minutes.

 • Gently remove the card stock circle, and use a jumbo craft stick to scrape off the 
excess mixture. Set the circle aside to dry.

SAY: Now you have a special stone to remember Jesus’ resurrection.

3-D Butterfly (Craft)
Supplies: Leader Guide—pp. 36, crayons, markers, scissors, string (optional)

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “3-D Butterfly” (Leader Guide) for each child. 

SAY: Butterflies remind us of Jesus’ resurrection and of new life.

WONDER: Who knows how the butterfly’s life cycle works?

SAY: Butterflies go through a special life cycle and show us that life goes on and on, 
even when it seems impossible.

 • Give each child a copy of “3-D Butterfly” to color and decorate. 

 • Show the children how to cut out the butterfly on the outside lines and then on the 
solid lines inside the wings. Fold the wings up on the dashed lines.

 • If you choose, you might hang up the butterflies in your Sunday school space.

Go and Tell the Good News (Game)
Supplies: strips of paper, pen, empty plastic eggs (one for each child), basket, music, 
music player

Prepare Ahead: Gather a plastic egg for each child in your group. Place a blank strip 
of paper in each egg, except for one. On the paper strip for the final egg, write the 
Bible verse: “The community of believers was one in heart and mind.” Place the 
eggs in the basket.

 • Gather the children in a circle.

SAY: On Easter we are invited to share good news with everyone. 

WONDER: What good news do you have to share?

 • Give each child an egg. When you start the music, have the children pass the 
eggs around the circle. When you stop the music, invite the children to open their 
egg. The child who has the egg containing the Bible verse will stand up and say 
something that makes her or him happy. Play the game as long as time allows.
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Peaceful Place 
Supplies: suggested books: “Hope Is an Open Heart“ by Lauren Thompson and 

“Waiting for Wings” by Lois Ehlert; quiet items: butterflies (stuffed toy or model), 
plastic eggs, stickers

 • Locate the suggested books and quiet items, and place them in the Peaceful Place.

 • Allow children who want or need a quieter activity to visit the Peaceful Place.

Tip: You may choose to include other quiet toys, books, or activities.

Go in Peace 
Spiritual Practice—Sharing the Good News Through Witness
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 89, “Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book” (optional)

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Celebration Chart” (Leader Guide) for children who 
have not received it yet.

 • Gather the children in a circle near the Wonder Table.

SAY: Today we have talked a lot of about resurrection, new life, and new beginnings. 
Easter is a special day to learn about these things.

WONDER: What have you learned today?

SAY: Let’s use our bodies to send out the good news of Easter. Do the motions I do.

 • Bend down and wrap your arms around your legs.

SAY: I can begin somewhere,…

 • Stand halfway up and place your hands on your knees.

SAY: Even if I am small.

 • Stand all the way up and place your hands on your hips.

SAY: I can keep growing…

 • Flap your arms like butterfly wings.

SAY: To share the good news! 

 • Send “Celebration Chart” home with children who did not receive it yet. 

 • Encourage the children and their families to use the “Celebration Chart” and to 
read together the quarterly Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book (if purchased).
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3-D Butterfly
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The community of believers was one in heart and mind. (Acts 4:32a)

The Great Commission –  
Matthew 28:16-20

Prepare to Wonder 
Faith Word: SHARE
Today’s story is about Jesus’ ministry and teachings being carried out and continued 
through the work of his followers. Jesus commissions his disciples with the task of 
forming a worldwide community of faith. This community is to be life-giving and 
guided by the messages of Jesus.

However, there is some doubt and also a sense of mystery. Some people worship, 
while others have many questions. This is similar to many of the stories in the 
Gospels when the disciples doubt and don’t believe. We, too, can live in this 
ambiguity. We worship God and want to follow Jesus while also having many 
questions, doubts, and concerns.

Jesus did amazing things through his teachings and ministry, and by his example he 
made it possible for us to know God. Jesus passed on his message of love to his 
followers and asks us to share this message with everyone.

A commission means a call, and a call is something God wants or asks you to do. In 
this commission, God wants us to do something so great: to share Jesus with the 
whole world. This can look like multiple things: kindness, love, respect, and ministry. 
Children can do many of these things too. We are all called to go baptize, teach, and 
serve. These are central to Jesus’ ministry and to our calling as followers of Christ.

Spiritual Practice for Adults 
The Great Commission is a familiar story to many. It is used in lots of ways to invite us 
to live out our mission as Christians. For many people, this is the task of evangelizing. 
In today’s world this can be a hot-button topic. However, evangelism does not always 
mean conversion. In fact, Merriam-Webster notes that evangelism is about “personal 
commitments to Christ.” This week, practice evangelism by engaging in some self-
reflection through journaling. Write about the ways have you committed your life to 
Christ and how you embody that in your everyday life.
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Come Together 
Welcome to Wonder
Supplies: Class Pack—pp. 10 & 23, 16 & 17; Leader Guide—pp. 4, 85; Activity Sheets 
(Session 6); Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD; CD player; stickers or markers; 
items for Wonder Table (small table, white cloth, and items such as a candle, globe, 
worship elements); Wonder Box; map; pens; pencils

Prepare Ahead: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Pack—pp. 16 & 17). Set up a 
Wonder Table (see Leader—p. 4). Place the map inside the Wonder Box. Set the 
Wonder Box on the Wonder Table.

 • Play “Celebrate Wonder” (CD) as the children arrive. Lyrics are on page 85 of the 
Leader Guide.

 • Greet each child. Show the children where to mark the Attendance Chart using  
a sticker or a marker.

 • Distribute this week’s Activity Sheet (Session 6). Help the children interact with the 
activities on each page.

Tip: Display the Wonder Wall poster (Class Pack—pp. 10 & 23), or use the instructions 
on the back of the poster to create your own.

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 87, Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD or Celebrate 
Wonder DVD, CD player, DVD player, TV

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Song Sheet—Unit 2” for each child. 

 • Gather the children around the Wonder Table, and hand out the Song Sheets.

 • Play “Tell Somebody” (CD or DVD). Invite the children to sing and celebrate.

Wonder Time 
Share a Story 
Supplies: CEB Bible, Class Pack—pp. 6 & 27, Celebrate Wonder DVD, TV, DVD 
player, small pieces of paper or sticky notes, pens, pencils, crayons, markers

Prepare Ahead: Obtain the Unit 2 Wonder Story Mat (pp. 6 & 27). 

 • Lay the Unit 2 Wonder Story Mat on the floor.

38Celebrate Wonder: Ages 6–8 
Leader Guide • Spring 2021 • Session 6

Celebrate Wonder: Ages 6–8 
Leader Guide • Spring 2021 • Session 6

Permission is granted to duplicate this page 
for local church use only. © 2020 Cokesbury.

9781791001391_INT_006.indd   38 10/2/20   11:42 AM



 • Read from the Bible today’s story in Matthew 28:16-20.

 • Have the children write or draw good news and put it on the Wonder Story Mat.

 • Watch the Session 6 video on the DVD.

Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack—insert, pp. 12 & 21; Wonder Box (containing a map)

Prepare Ahead: Display the Unit 2 Faith Word poster (Class Pack—pp. 12 & 21),  
and locate the Wonder Cube (Class Pack—insert).

 • Let a child roll the Wonder Cube. Direct the children to answer the question(s) 
about the Bible story. You can interact with the Wonder Cube as time allows.

 • Then pick up the Wonder Box and place it in front of the children.

SAY: Today’s faith word is Share: to offer God’s blessings to others.

 • Wonder together:

 ❍ How do you share with others?

 ❍ How would you have felt if Jesus asked you to share his message?

 ❍ What does Jesus ask us to share in this story?

 ❍ Who can you share Jesus’ message with?

 • Open the Wonder Box and reveal the map.

SAY: A map can show us the whole world. Jesus wants us to use his message to love 
everyone all around the world.

WONDER: Can you do that? How?

Experience Wonder 
I Am Going (Game)
 • Have the children sit in a circle. 

SAY: In the Bible story, Jesus sent his friends out into the world. 

WONDER: If you were going on a journey all around the world, what would you take 
with you?

 • Instruct the first child to say, “My name is ____, and I am bringing ____ around the 
world.” The item the child is bringing must start with the same letter as his or her 
first name. Play the game until everyone has had a turn.

Tip: To make it more challenging, you may have each child remember what the 
previous child named.
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Color the Journey (Reflection)
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 42, crayons, markers, colored pencils

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Color the Journey” (Leader Guide) for each child.

 • Give each child a copy of “Color the Journey.”

SAY: Let’s spend some time thinking about how we might share God’s love and 
grace with the whole world. 

 • Play some quiet music, and invite the children to reflect quietly as they color. 

 • Allow the children to color for a few minutes or as you see fit.

Tip: Help children quiet their voices and calm their bodies before beginning this 
activity by doing a breath prayer or by turning down the lights. 

All Around the World (Craft)
Supplies: picture of the earth, construction paper (green, blue), markers (blue, black, 
green), scissors

SAY: Jesus asks us to spread his love all around the world.

 • Show the children the picture of the earth. Have each child draw a circle on paper 
and decorate the circle to look like the earth.

 • Have the children cut four strips of construction paper. Show them how to fold the 
strips accordion-style and then glue one end of each strip to the earth circle to 
make it look like it has arms and legs.

SAY: You have an earth that looks like it can walk, run, give hugs, and offer so much 
love. You can spread Jesus’ love to all the earth.

Peaceful Place 
Supplies: suggested books: “Come with Me“ by Holly M. McGhee and “Silence” by 
Lemniscates; quiet items: globes, maps, sheet music

 • Locate the suggested books and quiet items, and place them in the Peaceful Place.

 • Allow children who want or need a quieter activity to visit the Peaceful Place.

Tip: You may choose to include other quiet toys, books, or activities.
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Go in Peace 
Spiritual Practice—Sharing the Good News Through Witness
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 89, “Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book” (optional)

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Celebration Chart” (Leader Guide) for children who 
have not received it yet.

 • Gather the children around the Wonder Table.

SAY: Today we are invited to go and tell. We will go and tell Jesus’ message.

 • Invite the children to shout, “Jesus loves you!”

 • Then have the children whisper, “Jesus loves you!”

 • Repeat the activity as long as you choose.

WONDER: Is it easy to follow Jesus? Do you ever have doubts?

SAY: It’s OK to wonder about how you can follow Jesus, but don’t forget that Jesus 
loves you and the whole world no matter what!

 • Send “Celebration Chart” home with children who did not receive it yet. 

 • Encourage the children and their families to use the “Celebration Chart” and to 
read together the quarterly Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book (if purchased).
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Color the Journey
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The community of believers was one in heart and mind. (Acts 4:32a)

Peter and John – Acts 3:1-10

Prepare to Wonder 
Faith Word: SHARE
Today’s story illustrates the wonders of Jesus and his amazing power to heal. During 
biblical times, poor people who needed assistance would sit by the gates of the 
temple and ask for help from people who passed by. People sometimes would give 
them money, food, or clothes. People during this time were instructed by Jesus to 
give to everyone who asked.

In this story, a man crippled since birth is sitting by the temple gates and begging. 
Then the man is healed. He joyously walks, leaps, and praises God. The man who 
was crippled has been healed and is able to walk. 

Children also encounter people who need help. They might not always know what 
to do. We can’t always heal everyone, but we can help with a small task or help one 
person at a time. 

This story also includes amazement and surprise, which are common responses to 
these kinds of healings. Like many of the stories in this unit, there is great mystery 
in what happened, allowing children to wonder about Jesus and his teachings, 
healings, and ministry.

Spiritual Practice for Adults 
This story can evoke confusion or questions from children about how this man was 
healed. It might even bring up questions about why this man was healed and others 
are not. This week, practice open-ended questions with children, because you don’t 
always know what your kids might say. It is important to let children process even the 
hard stuff. 

Here are some questions to try:

 • When a child doesn’t make the best choice: “What could you have done instead?”
 • When a child has an idea: “How are you planning to do that?”
 • When a child is upset: “What happened?”
 • When a child can’t let something go: “Why is it so important to you?”
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Come Together 
Welcome to Wonder
Supplies: Class Pack—pp. 10 & 23, 16 & 17; Leader Guide—pp. 4, 85; Activity Sheets 
(Session 7); Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD; CD player; stickers or markers; 
items for Wonder Table (small table, white cloth, and items such as a candle, play 
coins, a cross); Wonder Box; offering plate; glue sticks

Prepare Ahead: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Pack—pp. 16 & 17). Set up a 
Wonder Table (see Leader—p. 4). Place the offering plate inside the Wonder Box. 
Set the Wonder Box on the Wonder Table.

 • Play “Celebrate Wonder” (CD) as the children arrive. Lyrics are on page 85 of the 
Leader Guide.

 • Greet each child. Show the children where to mark the Attendance Chart using  
a sticker or a marker.

 • Distribute this week’s Activity Sheet (Session 7). Provide glue sticks. Help the 
children complete the activity.

Tip: Display the Wonder Wall poster (Class Pack—pp. 10 & 23), or use the instructions 
on the back of the poster to create your own.

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 87, Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD or Celebrate 
Wonder DVD, CD player, DVD player, TV

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Song Sheet—Unit 2” for each child. 

 • Gather the children around the Wonder Table, and hand out the Song Sheets.

 • Play “Tell Somebody” (CD or DVD). Invite the children to sing and celebrate.

Wonder Time 
Share a Story 
Supplies: CEB Bible, Class Pack—pp. 6 & 27, Celebrate Wonder DVD, TV, DVD 
player, small pieces of paper or sticky notes, pens, pencils, crayons, markers

Prepare Ahead: Obtain the Unit 2 Wonder Story Mat (pp. 6 & 27). 

 • Lay the Unit 2 Wonder Story Mat on the �oor.
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 • Read from the Bible today’s story in Acts 3:1-10.

 • Have the children write or draw good news and put it on the Wonder Story Mat.

 • Watch the Session 7 video on the DVD.

Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack—insert, pp. 12 & 21; Wonder Box (containing an offering plate)

Prepare Ahead: Display the Unit 2 Faith Word poster (Class Pack—pp. 12 & 21),  
and locate the Wonder Cube (Class Pack—insert).

 • Let a child roll the Wonder Cube. Direct the children to answer the question(s) 
about the Bible story. You can interact with the Wonder Cube as time allows.

 • Then pick up the Wonder Box and place it in front of the children.

SAY: Today’s faith word is Share: to offer God’s blessings to others.

 • Wonder together:

 ❍ Who shares in today’s Bible story? What do they share?

 ❍ How do you share with other people?

 ❍ What do you think is inside our Wonder Box today?

 • Open the Wonder Box and reveal the offering plate.

WONDER: Who was offered healing in the Bible story?

Experience Wonder 
Change (Science)
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 48, large bowl, measuring cups and spoons, glass or 
plastic container with a lid, slime ingredients (see p. 48)

 • Follow the instructions in “Temp-Changing Slime” (Leader Guide) to make slime. 

WONDER: Why do you think heat changes the slime? What happened when you 
touched the slime? Where have you seen other items that are heat sensitive?

SAY: In the Bible story, the man was healed and was changed. Our slime also 
changed. As the temperature of the slime changed, the thermochromic materials 
changed colors. This reaction also happens in mood rings and in some lipsticks and 
bathtub rubber duckies. There are two main types of thermochromic materials in the 
pigment, which re�ect light and create heat.

WONDER: What does change mean to you? What or where have you seen change?
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Spiritual Gifts (Re�ection)
Supplies: Leader Guide—pp. 94, 95; pencils

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy the two pages of “Spiritual Gifts Quiz” (Leader Guide) 
for each child. 

 • Give each child a copy of the two pages of “Spiritual Gifts Quiz.”

WONDER: What is a spiritual gift? Is it like a present? Is it something special?

SAY: Spiritual gifts are like presents from God. God gives each of us special ways to 
show and share God’s love in the world. 

 • Invite the children to complete the spiritual gifts quiz. Some children may need 
help reading the prompts.

 • Invite willing volunteers to share what they discovered from taking the quiz.

SAY: Each of us has special ways to help others, just like Peter and John did.

Prayer Chain (Craft)
Supplies: construction paper, scissors, markers, crayons, colored pencils, stapler

 • Give each child a piece of construction paper. 

 • Invite the children to cut their paper into strips, starting on the short side of the 
paper. The strips should be twelve inches long and one inch wide.

 • Have the children write a prayer for someone else on each strip of paper. 

 • When the children are done, connect the paper strips together to make a chain. 
Do this by curving the �rst strip into a circle (with the words facing out) and stapling 
it in place. Thread the next strip through the paper circle, curve it into a circle, and 
staple it in place. Continue linking all the strips into a paper chain. 

SAY: Prayer connects us. When we work together, we can �nd ways to help and heal 
others. We will use our prayer chain during our spiritual practice to learn more. 

Tip: Tell the children their prayers will be shared with others. If they want to write a 
personal prayer, they may take it home instead of adding it to the prayer chain. 
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Peaceful Place 
Supplies: suggested books: “How to Heal a Broken Wing“ by Bob Graham and 

“Doctor White” by Jane Goodall; quiet items: materials to make cards for people 
who are sick (such as paper, crayons, markers, stickers)

 • Locate the suggested books and quiet items, and place them in the Peaceful Place.

 • Allow children who want or need a quieter activity to visit the Peaceful Place.

Tip: You may choose to include other quiet toys, books, or activities.

Go in Peace 
Spiritual Practice—Sharing the Good News Through Witness
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 89, “Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book” (optional), 
prayer chains (from earlier activity)

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Celebration Chart” (Leader Guide) for children who 
have not received it yet.

 • Invite the children to sit in a circle near the Wonder Table.

SAY: We made a special prayer chain. Now, I want us to share our prayers with 
others. 

 • Pass the prayer chain around the circle. When each child receives the chain, he or 
she will gently remove the �rst prayer. Continue passing the chain until it has been 
completely unassembled.

 • Encourage the children to take home the prayers and to pray for those people 
during the week.

 • Send “Celebration Chart” home with children who did not receive it yet. 

 • Encourage the children and their families to use the “Celebration Chart” and to 
read together the quarterly Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book (if purchased).
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Temp-Changing Slime

Thermochromic Slime
¼   cup white school glue
1 tablespoon water
Food coloring
3 teaspoons thermochromic pigment
¼   cup liquid starch 

 • Pour ¼   cup white school glue into a large bowl. 

 • Add 1 tablespoon water and stir until combined. 

 • Add 5 drop of food coloring and mix well.

 • Add 3 teaspoons of thermochromic pigment and mix until uniformly distributed.

 • Add in 1/8 cup liquid starch and mix until thick and slimy. Then knead the slime with 
your hands and return to the starch mixture for another mixing. This step is important 
because it makes sure there’s no unmixed glue hiding in the center of your slime ball.

 • If slime is still sticky, add additional starch a little at a time. Make sure to knead until it 
is no longer sticky. Most batches will use the entire ¼   cup liquid starch that is indicated 
in this slime recipe.

 • Store this color-changing slime in a glass or plastic container with a lid for up to one 
week. If you haven’t played with it for a couple days, you might need to add a little 
additional starch to it (one teaspoon at a time).
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The community of believers was one in heart and mind. (Acts 4:32a)

Believers Share – Acts 4:32-37

Prepare to Wonder 
Faith Word: SHARE
Sharing was a common practice in the life of the believers. It was a way of showing 
love and friendship. It was an important way of being in relationship. To share 
emphasizes communal life and the oneness of heart, mind, and spirit through visible 
and tangible expression.

Sharing is hard for kids sometimes. It also can be hard for adults, as we might feel ill-
equipped or unable to help those who need the most. We often want to hold close 
the things we have worked hard for. For many, today’s story seems impossible. How 
could we live in a world where everyone shares all that they have? This might never 
be possible today, but we can find small ways to share.

It is important that we acknowledge and help children see that many people 
are in need, but that there are ways we can share. This story also lends itself to 
conversation about the basic needs of all humans and how we assure all of God’s 
people are cared for.

Spiritual Practice for Adults 
There are millions of people without basic needs, such as clean water, food, and 
shelter. It can be overwhelming to know there is so much need and to feel unsure how 
to help. There is not one right way to help. You have to decide what is right for you. 

The children completed a spiritual gifts quiz in the previous session. Here is one 
you can do: https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/spiritual-gifts-inventory. Use this 
information to decide ways you can share with others and give back to those in need.
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Come Together 
Welcome to Wonder
Supplies: Class Pack—pp. 10 & 23, 16 & 17; Leader Guide—pp. 4, 85; Activity Sheets 
(Session 8); Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD; CD player; stickers or markers; 
items for Wonder Table (small table, white cloth, and items such as a candle, crosses); 
Wonder Box; church directory (or bulletin or church family photos); pens

Prepare Ahead: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Pack—pp. 16 & 17). Set up a 
Wonder Table (see Leader—p. 4). Place the church directory inside the Wonder Box. 
Set the Wonder Box on the Wonder Table.

 • Play “Celebrate Wonder” (CD) as the children arrive. Lyrics are on page 85 of the 
Leader Guide.

 • Greet each child. Show the children where to mark the Attendance Chart using  
a sticker or a marker.

 • Distribute this week’s Activity Sheet (Session 8). Help the children complete the activities.

Tip: Display the Wonder Wall poster (Class Pack—pp. 10 & 23), or use the instructions 
on the back of the poster to create your own.

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 87, Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD or Celebrate 
Wonder DVD, CD player, DVD player, TV

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Song Sheet—Unit 2” for each child. 

 • Gather the children around the Wonder Table, and hand out the Song Sheets.

 • Play “Tell Somebody” (CD or DVD). Invite the children to sing and celebrate.

Wonder Time 
Share a Story 
Supplies: CEB Bible, Class Pack—pp. 6 & 27, Celebrate Wonder DVD, TV, DVD 
player, small pieces of paper or sticky notes, pens, pencils, crayons, markers

Prepare Ahead: Obtain the Unit 2 Wonder Story Mat (pp. 6 & 27). 

 • Lay the Unit 2 Wonder Story Mat on the floor.
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 • Read from the Bible today’s story in Acts 4:32-37.

 • Have the children write or draw good news and put it on the Wonder Story Mat.

 • Watch the Session 8 video on the DVD.

Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack—insert, pp. 12 & 21; Wonder Box (containing church directory)

Prepare Ahead: Display the Unit 2 Faith Word poster (Class Pack—pp. 12 & 21),  
and locate the Wonder Cube (Class Pack—insert).

 • Let a child roll the Wonder Cube. Direct the children to answer the question(s) 
about the Bible story. You can interact with the Wonder Cube as time allows.

 • Then pick up the Wonder Box and place it in front of the children.

SAY: Today’s faith word is Share: to offer God’s blessings to others.

 • Wonder together:

 ❍ How do you share with others?

 ❍ Is it easy to share?

 ❍ What can you share with others?

 • Open the Wonder Box and reveal the church directory.

SAY: These are special people in our church we can share with. They are our 
community. We also can work together as a church family to share with others.

Experience Wonder 
Do We Have Enough? (Game)
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 54, envelopes, toy money

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Do We Have Enough?” (Leader Guide) for each child. 
Fill in a different tax amount (mostly large amounts such as 5, 10, 20, and so forth) for 
each child. Fold the letters, and place each one in an envelope.

 • Hand each child some toy money. Each child should have a different amount, and 
each should have enough to pay taxes and have some, little, or no money left.

ASK: How would you feel if you had all that money in real life?

 • Give each child an envelope containing a letter. Then have the children take turns 
opening their envelope and reading the amount out loud.

 • Have each child visit and pay the “tax collector” (you) using the toy money.
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WONDER: How do you feel about the tax bills being different amounts? Does this 
seem fair? How do you think your friends feel who do not have enough?

SAY: People in the world do not always have the same resources. It’s important for us 
to share when we can. We might not always be able to help, but we can do our best 
to notice those who do not have enough and to do what we can for them. 

Who Has What I Need? (Collaborative Art)
Supplies: butcher paper, art supplies (such as markers, crayons, colored pencils, 
stickers, pom-poms, glue) 

Prepare Ahead: On the butcher paper, draw a large outline of the Christian fish symbol.

 • Give one child responsibility for all the supplies. 

SAY: (Child) has the supplies we need to do our art project. (Child) can decided who 
can use what to complete the project. 

 • Invite the children to color and decorate the fish. 

SAY: The Christian fish symbol was something that brought Christians together when 
others did not like people who followed Jesus. We can create art to remember that 
we all are part of a special community that can share in love. 

 • Observe how the children share supplies. After a while, remind children of the 
Bible story and of the importance of sharing.

WONDER: What was this activity like? Was everyone included? Did everyone share?

Super Sharing (Craft)
Supplies: construction paper, scissors, markers, crayons, stickers

SAY: It’s important to share. We are going to make super sharing bracelets to remind 
us of the super power given to us by God to share with others.

 • Direct each child to cut a strip of paper to fit her or his wrist. 

 • Encourage the children to write the Bible verse on their bracelets: “The community 
of believers was one in heart and mind.”

 • Let the children decorate their bracelets.

SAY: You are given a super special power to share with all of God’s children. 
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Peaceful Place 
Supplies: suggested books: “Little Nelly’s Big Book“ by Pippa Goodhart and “How 
to Share with a Bear” by Eric Pinder; quiet items: toy first-aid kits, stuffed animals 

 • Locate the suggested books and quiet items, and place them in the Peaceful Place.

 • Allow children who want or need a quieter activity to visit the Peaceful Place.

Tip: You may choose to include other quiet toys, books, or activities.

Go in Peace 
Spiritual Practice—Sharing the Good News Through Witness
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 89, “Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book” (optional), 
super sharing bracelets (from earlier activity)

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Celebration Chart” (Leader Guide) for children who 
have not received it yet.

 • Have the children sit in a circle near the Wonder Table.

SAY: Today we learned about sharing.

WONDER: Why is it important to share with others?

 • Invite each child to stretch out the arm that is wearing the super sharing bracelet 
and to make a fist with that hand. Have the children repeat the following after you.

SAY: I am a super sharer of God’s super love. 

 • Do this several times.

 • Send “Celebration Chart” home with children who did not receive it yet. 

 • Encourage the children and their families to use the “Celebration Chart” and to 
read together the quarterly Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book (if purchased).
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Do We Have Enough?
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Love each other like the members of your family. (Romans 12:10a)

Choosing the Seven – Acts 6:1-7

Prepare to Wonder 
Faith Word: LOVE
Today’s story is about how the early Christians worked together to solve a problem. 
The Twelve called a meeting of all the disciples. The Twelve thought they needed to 
focus on prayer and speaking God’s word while letting others serve food. So, they 
asked the community to select seven others to serve. They specified that these 
people must be wise and be filled with the Holy Spirit.

This proposal pleased the whole community. The community selected seven new 
disciples and presented them to the Twelve, who prayed and laid hands on them. 
God’s word continued to spread, and the number of disciples in Jerusalem increased.

Children may wonder why the disciples needed more help or why they couldn’t do 
it all on their own. We might have this problem too. Sometimes children say, “Don’t 
help me. I can do it by myself!” But sometimes we actually need the help. It’s OK to 
ask for help and to work together to spread God’s love. We all are called to find ways 
to unite and act in love for one another. The children also may wonder what it means 
to lay hands on someone. Laying hands on someone was a gesture of blessing that 
was done to show assignment for special service and to show support and fellowship.

This story brings an opportunity to talk about how we show love by serving one 
another. It also provides an opportunity to talk about how church communities work 
together as a way of showing love for others and for the world. 

Spiritual Practice for Adults 
When you need help, you can use the following:

How can you get the help you need?  
Elect someone to help you.  
Let someone help you.  
Prioritize what you need help with the most.
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Come Together 
Welcome to Wonder
Supplies: Class Pack—pp. 10 & 23, 16 & 17; Leader Guide—pp. 4, 85; Activity Sheets 
(Session 9); Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD; CD player; stickers or markers; 
items for Wonder Table (small table, white cloth, and items such as a candle, toy 
food); Wonder Box; stole; pens; pencils; crayons

Prepare Ahead: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Pack—pp. 16 & 17). Set up a 
Wonder Table (see Leader—p. 4). Place the stole inside the Wonder Box. Set the 
Wonder Box on the Wonder Table.

 • Play “Celebrate Wonder” (CD) as the children arrive. Lyrics are on page 85 of the 
Leader Guide.

 • Greet each child. Show the children where to mark the Attendance Chart using  
a sticker or a marker.

 • Distribute this week’s Activity Sheet (Session 9). Help the children complete the activities.

Tip: Display the Wonder Wall poster (Class Pack—pp. 10 & 23), or use the instructions 
on the back of the poster to create your own.

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 88, Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD or Celebrate 
Wonder DVD, CD player, DVD player, TV

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Song Sheet—Unit 3” for each child. 

 • Gather the children around the Wonder Table, and hand out the Song Sheets.

 • Play “A Strong Wind” (CD or DVD). Invite the children to sing and celebrate.

Wonder Time 
Share a Story 
Supplies: CEB Bible; Class Pack—pp. 8 & 25, 19; Celebrate Wonder DVD; TV;  
DVD player; scissors

Prepare Ahead: Obtain the Unit 3 Wonder Story Mat (pp. 8 & 25). Cut out the 
Wonder Story Mat Figures (p. 19). You will use Acts 6:7a today.

 • Lay the Unit 3 Wonder Story Mat on the floor.

56Celebrate Wonder: Ages 6–8 
Leader Guide • Spring 2021 • Session 9

Celebrate Wonder: Ages 6–8 
Leader Guide • Spring 2021 • Session 9

Permission is granted to duplicate this page 
for local church use only. © 2020 Cokesbury.

9781791001391_INT_009.indd   56 10/2/20   11:49 AM



 • Read from the Bible today’s story in Acts 6:1-7.

 • Let a child move or place Acts 6:7a on the Wonder Story Mat.

 • Watch the Session 9 video on the DVD.

Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack—insert, pp. 11 & 22; Wonder Box (containing a stole)

Prepare Ahead: Display the Unit 3 Faith Word poster (Class Pack—pp. 11 & 22),  
and locate the Wonder Cube (Class Pack—insert).

 • Let a child roll the Wonder Cube. Direct the children to answer the question(s) 
about the Bible story. You can interact with the Wonder Cube as time allows.

 • Then pick up the Wonder Box and place it in front of the children.

SAY: Today’s faith word is Love: a closeness and connection that we feel with God 
and others.

 • Wonder together:

 ❍ What does love mean?

 ❍ How do you show love? 

 ❍ How do leaders show love?

 • Open the Wonder Box and reveal the stole.

WONDER: Do you know what this is?

SAY: Today we are talking about new leaders in a community. A stole is something 
used to show that someone is a leader in the church.

Experience Wonder 
Find the Leader (Game)
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 60, pens or pencils

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Find the Leader” (Leader Guide) for each child.

 • Give each child a copy of “Find the Leader.” Have the children look over the chart.

SAY: You are going to move around the room. Ask a friend if she or he has a 
leadership quality listed. If your friend says yes, ask her or him to initial that box. Go 
around to all your friends until your chart is full.

 • After the children have collected the initials, gather everyone together. 

WONDER: What did you learn about your friends? What makes a good leader?

57Celebrate Wonder: Ages 6–8 
Leader Guide • Spring 2021 • Session 9

Permission is granted to duplicate this page 
for local church use only. © 2020 Cokesbury.

Permission is granted to duplicate this page 
for local church use only. © 2020 Cokesbury.

9781791001391_INT_009.indd   57 10/2/20   11:49 AM



I Choose You (Movement)
Supplies: one chair, music player

 • Have the children stand in a circle. Place the chair in the middle of the circle.

 • Choose a child to be IT. Have IT sit in the chair, close his or her eyes, and point his 
or her arm out toward the circle. IT must keep pointing until you say to stop.

 • Start the music. When the music starts, have the children begin walking to their right. 

 • After a minute or two, stop the music. When the music stops, see who IT is 
pointing at. IT opens his or her eyes and says to the selected child, “I choose you 
because ___.” IT must come up with something unique or special about that child. 

 • The selected child then becomes IT.

 • Play the game as long as time allows.

The Service of Seven (Reflection)
Supplies: paper, pencils, crayons, markers, colored pencils

SAY: In the Bible story, seven special people were chosen to help serve and spread 
the message of Jesus. Consider seven people in your life who could help you serve 
and spread the message.

WONDER: Who would you choose? Why?

 • Have each child write or draw a picture of seven people who could help her or him 
serve others. 

 • Have willing volunteers share.

Peaceful Place 
Supplies: suggested books: “Ordinary Mary’s Extraordinary Deed“ by Emily Pearson 
and “Miss Rumphius” by Barbara Cooney; materials for making stoles: plain cloth, 
fabric markers, fabric scissors

 • Locate the suggested books and quiet items, and place them in the Peaceful Place.

 • Allow children who want or need a quieter activity to visit the Peaceful Place.

Tip: You may choose to include other quiet toys, books, or activities.
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Go in Peace 
Spiritual Practice—Exploring Love Through Service
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 89, “Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book” (optional)

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Celebration Chart” (Leader Guide) for children who 
have not received it yet.

 • Gather the children together near the Wonder Table, and have them stand arm’s 
length apart from one another.

SAY: In the Bible story, the disciples laid hands on the newly chosen disciples.

WONDER: What does it mean to lay hands on someone?

 • Invite the children to place their hands on the shoulders of the people on both 
sides of them. 

Tip: If children do not wish to touch their friends, that is OK.

SAY: Let’s offer our friends a blessing to go out and be disciples of Jesus.

 • Encourage the children to repeat the blessing after you.

SAY: You are chosen. Go out and show love to others.

 • Send “Celebration Chart” home with children who did not receive it yet. 

 • Encourage the children and their families to use the “Celebration Chart” and to 
read together the quarterly Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book (if purchased).
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Find the Leader

I am a good friend.
I like to sing songs  
in church.

I like to help clean up.
I can share the 
message of Jesus 
with others.

I am a good listener. I like to read.

I like to read scripture.
I would like to  
be a preacher.

I like to pray out loud.
I am good at  
teaching others.

I like to play sports. I like to create art. 
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Love each other like the members of your family. (Romans 12:10a)

Peter and Tabitha – Acts 9:36-43

Prepare to Wonder 
Faith Word: LOVE
Today’s story is about a special disciple named Tabitha. Her Greek name was Dorcas. 
She was known for her good works and compassion. She helped those in need in her 
community and made clothing for them.

Unfortunately, Tabitha became very ill and died. When the other disciples heard 
about Tabitha’s death, they sent for Peter. Peter rushed right over and went 
upstairs to where Tabitha’s body lay. Many community members were there, crying 
and showing tunics and other clothing Tabitha had made. The presence of the 
community showed how dedicated Tabitha was to loving and serving others. 

Peter sent everyone out of the room and knelt to pray. Then he turned to Tabitha’s 
body and said, “Tabitha, get up!” She opened her eyes and sat up, and Peter helped 
her up out of the bed. Then he called all the widows and holy people and presented 
Tabitha to them alive. News spread throughout the area, and many put their faith 
in the Lord because of it. Acts of love are shown in the story through Tabitha’s 
connection and concern for the community, and their love and support in return. 

Children might wonder how Tabitha was healed. How could someone come back to 
life? It is OK to let children wonder about this. Help the children also focus on the 
love and support of the community. Although we cannot always heal everyone, we 
can love and support one another even in hard times. 

Spiritual Practice for Adults 
Who in your community needs love and support? Who do you rely on in hard times? 
This week, write down the names of those you love. Choose one name each day 
to lift up to God using the practice of Loving Kindness. Look up “Loving Kindness 
Meditation” online, and use this practice to hold those you love in your thoughts 
and prayers. 
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Come Together 
Welcome to Wonder
Supplies: Class Pack—pp. 10 & 23, 16 & 17; Leader Guide—pp. 4, 85; Activity Sheets 
(Session 10); Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD; CD player; stickers or markers; 
items for Wonder Table (small table, white cloth, and items such as a candle, cutout 
of connected people, cloth or clothes); Wonder Box; shirt; crayons; markers; glue 
sticks or double-sided tape; jumbo craft sticks (one for each child)

Prepare Ahead: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Pack—pp. 16 & 17). Set up a 
Wonder Table (see Leader—p. 4). Place the shirt inside the Wonder Box. Set the 
Wonder Box on the Wonder Table.

 • Play “Celebrate Wonder” (CD) as the children arrive. Lyrics are on page 85 of the 
Leader Guide.

 • Greet each child. Show the children where to mark the Attendance Chart using  
a sticker or a marker.

 • Distribute this week’s Activity Sheet (Session 10). Provide craft sticks and glue sticks 
or double-sided tape. Help the children as needed with the craft activity.

Tip: Display the Wonder Wall poster (Class Pack—pp. 10 & 23), or use the instructions 
on the back of the poster to create your own.

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 88, Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD or Celebrate 
Wonder DVD, CD player, DVD player, TV

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Song Sheet—Unit 3” for each child. 

 • Gather the children around the Wonder Table, and hand out the Song Sheets.

 • Play “A Strong Wind” (CD or DVD). Invite the children to sing and celebrate.

Wonder Time 
Share a Story 
Supplies: CEB Bible; Class Pack—pp. 8 & 25, 19; Celebrate Wonder DVD; TV;  
DVD player

Prepare Ahead: Obtain the Unit 3 Wonder Story Mat (pp. 8 & 25) and the Wonder 
Story Mat Figures (p. 19). You will use Romans 12:10a today.
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 • Lay the Unit 3 Wonder Story Mat on the �oor.

 • Read from the Bible today’s story in Acts 9:36-43.

 • Let a child move or place Romans 12:10a on the Wonder Story Mat.

 • Watch the Session 10 video on the DVD.

Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack—insert, pp. 11 & 22; Wonder Box (containing a shirt)

Prepare Ahead: Display the Unit 3 Faith Word poster (Class Pack—pp. 11 & 22),  
and locate the Wonder Cube (Class Pack—insert).

 • Let a child roll the Wonder Cube. Direct the children to answer the question(s) 
about the Bible story. You can interact with the Wonder Cube as time allows.

 • Then pick up the Wonder Box and place it in front of the children.

SAY: Today’s faith word is Love: a closeness and connection that we feel with God 
and others.

 • Wonder together:

 ❍ Who was loving in the Bible story?

 ❍ How did Tabitha show love? Peter? the community?

 ❍ How do you show love to your community?

 • Open the Wonder Box and reveal the shirt.

SAY: It is important to show love to our community.

Experience Wonder 
From All Perspectives (Drama)
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 66

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “From All Perspectives” (Leader Guide) for each child.

 • Give each child a copy of “From All Perspectives.”

 • Divide the parts of the story among the children.

 • Have the children act out the drama.

WONDER: Who was most important in the story?
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Sharing Shirts (Craft)
Supplies: plain T-shirts of various sizes (one for each child), fabric paint, cardboard, 
scissors, smocks

Prepare Ahead: Cut cardboard rectangles that will �t inside the T-shirts. Place one of 
these cardboard pieces inside each T-shirt. 

 • Give each child a T-shirt and a smock. Ask the children to put on their smock.

WONDER: Why do you think Tabitha made clothing for her community? 

 • Invite the children the decorate their T-shirts. Encourage them to write or draw 
something on their T-shirt that they want to say to their community.

WONDER: What did you write or draw on your T-shirt? Why?

 • Let the T-shirts dry.

Find the Fabric (Game)
Supplies: different types of fabric (such as cotton, silk, wool, denim), brown paper bags

Prepare Ahead: Place one type of fabric in each paper bag.

 • Have the children sit in a circle on the �oor.

SAY: Tabitha made clothing for her community. We are going to guess what types of 
fabrics are inside these bags.

 • Pass the �rst bag to a child next to you. Have the child close his or her eyes, feel 
the fabric, and guess what type of fabric is in the bag. Pass the bag all the way 
around the circle. Each child gets one guess. 

 • After the bag has gone all the way around the circle, reveal the type of fabric. 

 • Pass each bag of fabric around one at a time.

SAY: There are many types of fabrics to use to make clothing. There are also many 
ways we can help our community. 

Tip: If guessing the fabrics seems too dif�cult, write a list of the types of fabric to 
help the children.
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Peaceful Place 
Supplies: suggested books: “My Name Is Sangoel“ by Karen Lynn Williams & Khadra 
Mohammed and “How to Heal a Broken Wing” by Bob Graham; quiet items: fabrics, 
band-aids (to write healing messages on), permanent markers

 • Locate the suggested books and quiet items, and place them in the Peaceful Place.

 • Allow children who want or need a quieter activity to visit the Peaceful Place.

Tip: You may choose to include other quiet toys, books, or activities.

Go in Peace 
Spiritual Practice—Exploring Love Through Service
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 89, “Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book” (optional), 
strips of paper, markers, basket

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Celebration Chart” (Leader Guide) for children who 
have not received it yet. Write each child’s name on a separate strip of paper, fold 
the paper strips, and put them in a basket. 

 • Gather the children in a circle near the Wonder Table.

SAY: In the Bible story, the people supported one another and prayed together. It is 
special and important to pray for our friends. 

 • Pass the basket of names around the circle. Have each child draw a name (other 
than their own). Invite the children to pray throughout the week for the friend 
whose name they drew.

 • Send “Celebration Chart” home with children who did not receive it yet. 

 • Encourage the children and their families to use the “Celebration Chart” and to 
read together the quarterly Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book (if purchased).
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From All Perspectives

NARRATOR: In a small town there was a woman named Tabitha, who cared 
for those in need.

TABITHA: Hello! I’m Tabitha, and I love my community very much!

NARRATOR: One day, Tabitha got sick and died.

COMMUNITY: Oh, no! Our friend Tabitha needs help. Where is Peter?

NARRATOR: The disciple Peter was in a nearby town, and the community 
thought he could help.

NARRATOR: When Peter arrived, he was led to Tabitha. 

COMMUNITY: (crying) Look at how much she did for us. She is an important 
part of our community.

PETER: Everyone must leave the room while I pray. 

NARRATOR: Peter prayed to God, and soon Tabitha sat up.

TABITHA: (opening her eyes) I have been healed!

NARRATOR: Peter invited the community to come back into the room.

COMMUNITY: Tabitha is healed! Thank you, Peter! We will tell everyone what 
you have done and about your faith in God.
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Love each other like the members of your family. (Romans 12:10a)

The Church Grows – Acts 9:26-31

Prepare to Wonder 
Faith Word: LOVE
Today’s story takes place after Saul’s (Paul’s) conversion. The text says that Paul 
tries to join the other disciples when he arrives in Jerusalem, but they are afraid 
of him. They doubt Paul’s desire to become a disciple of Jesus. Up until Paul’s 
blinding experience on the road to Damascus, he was an enemy of Christianity and a 
persecutor of those who practiced the faith.

The disciples see Paul as a persecutor, not a believer. They do not trust that Paul 
has changed. Barnabas brings Paul to the apostles and serves as a witness to Paul’s 
conversion story. After this, Paul is accepted in Jerusalem and begins to preach in 
the name of the Lord.

It’s hard to trust that people who have hurt us can change. How can we trust their 
intentions when we have been harmed? This was the struggle of Jesus’ followers in 
the story. However, Paul proved his faith and was supported by a witness, Barnabas. 
There are times when it is not right to trust someone again, but there are also times 
when we can witness change. In these moments of conversion, we can see God at 
work and can be a witness for those who need our love.

After Paul’s conversion, the church grew and people came to know the God of 
transformation through the Spirit. We can trust in God that people can change and 
that we can find ways to be part of God’s transformative love. 

Spiritual Practice for Adults 
Controversy is hard. How do you respond in difficult situations? How do you interact 
with those who are different from you? This week, pray with others. Notice the words 
they use, their body language, and so forth. What do you learn about God through 
their eyes and their faith? God shows up for everyone in different ways.
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Come Together 
Welcome to Wonder
Supplies: Class Pack—pp. 10 & 23, 16 & 17; Leader Guide—pp. 4, 85; Activity Sheets 
(Session 11); Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD; CD player; stickers or markers; 
items for Wonder Table (small table, white cloth, and items such as a candle, plant, 
cross); Wonder Box; nesting dolls; pens; pencils

Prepare Ahead: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Pack—pp. 16 & 17). Set up a 
Wonder Table (see Leader—p. 4). Place the nesting dolls inside the Wonder Box. Set 
the Wonder Box on the Wonder Table.

 • Play “Celebrate Wonder” (CD) as the children arrive. Lyrics are on page 85 of the 
Leader Guide.

 • Greet each child. Show the children where to mark the Attendance Chart using  
a sticker or a marker.

 • Distribute this week’s Activity Sheet (Session 11). Help the children complete  
the activities.

Tip: Display the Wonder Wall poster (Class Pack—pp. 10 & 23), or use the instructions 
on the back of the poster to create your own.

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 88, Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD or Celebrate 
Wonder DVD, CD player, DVD player, TV

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Song Sheet—Unit 3” for each child. 

 • Gather the children around the Wonder Table, and hand out the Song Sheets.

 • Play “A Strong Wind” (CD or DVD). Invite the children to sing and celebrate.

Wonder Time 
Share a Story 
Supplies: CEB Bible; Class Pack—pp. 8 & 25, 19; Celebrate Wonder DVD; TV;  
DVD player

Prepare Ahead: Obtain the Unit 3 Wonder Story Mat (pp. 8 & 25) and the Wonder 
Story Mat Figures (p. 19). You will use Acts 9:31b today.

 • Lay the Unit 3 Wonder Story Mat on the floor.
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 • Read from the Bible today’s story in Acts 9:26-31.

 • Let a child move or place Acts 9:31b on the Wonder Story Mat.

 • Watch the Session 11 video on the DVD.

Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack—insert, pp. 11 & 22; Wonder Box (containing nesting dolls)

Prepare Ahead: Display the Unit 3 Faith Word poster (Class Pack—pp. 11 & 22),  
and locate the Wonder Cube (Class Pack—insert).

 • Let a child roll the Wonder Cube. Direct the children to answer the question(s) 
about the Bible story. You can interact with the Wonder Cube as time allows.

 • Then pick up the Wonder Box and place it in front of the children.

SAY: Today’s faith word is Love: a closeness and connection that we feel with God 
and others.

 • Wonder together:

 ❍ How does love grow?

 ❍ Who showed love in the Bible story?

 ❍ Does love change us?

 • Open the Wonder Box and reveal the nesting dolls.

SAY: Like these dolls, through love, the church grows and grows and our faith gets 
bigger and bigger.

 • Let the children interact with the nesting dolls.

Experience Wonder 
I See You (Craft)
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 72, markers, crayons, scissors, pipe cleaners, tape

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “I See You” (Leader Guide) for each child.

SAY: We sometimes see people in a certain way. We might think they are mean or 
unfriendly, but we can see who they really are when we get to know them.

 • Distribute copies of “I See You.” Invite each child to choose a glasses frame and to 
color it and cut it out.

 • Show how to attach a pipe cleaner on each side and fit them to the ears.

WONDER: What kinds of people do you see in the world? Is there someone in your 
life you could see differently?
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In Your Shoes (Game)
Supplies: different types of shoes 

 • Have the children divide into two teams, and have each team form a line. Place the 
various types of shoes on the other side of the room, and mix them up.

SAY: We do not always understand why someone acts a certain way. But when we 
put ourselves in someone else’s shoes, we might be able to see who they truly are. 
To put ourselves in another’s shoes means to see things from another perspective. 

 • Tell the children that the two teams are going to participate in a relay race. The first 
person on each team will walk quickly to the other side of the room, put on a pair 
of matching shoes, walk back to her or his team, and take off the shoes. 

 • The next child will put on the shoes, walk back to the pile of shoes, take off the 
shoes, put on a different pair of shoes, walk back to her or his team, and take off 
the shoes.

 • Continue until all players have walked in the shoes. The team that completes the 
task first wins. 

Who Are You? (Reflection)
Supplies: paper, pencils

 • Divide the children into pairs, and give each child paper and a pencil. 

SAY: It’s important to get to know our friends to better understand them. You are 
invited to share special things about yourself with a friend.

 • Have each child share with a friend 5 to 10 things that make him or her special.

 • After everyone has completed this task, bring the group back together and invite 
partners to share about their friend.

Tip: If children do not feel comfortable sharing, they do not have to do so.
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Peaceful Place 
Supplies: suggested books: “It Will Be Okay: Trusting God Through Fear and 
Change“ by Lysa TerKeurst and “You Will Be My Friend!” by Peter Brown; quiet 
items: nesting dolls, old eye glasses

 • Locate the suggested books and quiet items, and place them in the Peaceful Place.

 • Allow children who want or need a quieter activity to visit the Peaceful Place.

Tip: You may choose to include other quiet toys, books, or activities.

Go in Peace 
Spiritual Practice—Exploring Love Through Service
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 89, “Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book” (optional)

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Celebration Chart” (Leader Guide) for children who 
have not received it yet. 

 • Gather the children in a circle near the Wonder Table.

SAY: In the Bible story, the followers of Jesus grew through love. Today our church 
grows and grows when we show love to others. 

 • Have the children fold their hands together with their fingers intertwined.

 • Invite the children to follow your motions and repeat your words.

SAY: (Fold hands together with the fingers interlaced.) Here is the church.

SAY: (Point index fingers up and together.) Here is the steeple.

SAY: (Open hands and wiggle fingers.) Open the doors and see all the people.

SAY: (Close hands.) Close the doors and hear them pray.

SAY: (Open hands.) Open the doors and spread God’s love today.

 • Repeat this practice.

 • Send “Celebration Chart” home with children who did not receive it yet. 

 • Encourage the children and their families to use the “Celebration Chart” and to 
read together the quarterly Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book (if purchased).
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I See You
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Love each other like the members of your family. (Romans 12:10a)

Pentecost – Acts 2:1-12

Prepare to Wonder 
Faith Word: LOVE
As Christians today, we celebrate Pentecost as the birthday of the church. Pentecost 
originated as a Jewish festival. Pentecost was one of three pilgrimage feasts when 
Jews gathered in Jerusalem. Jesus told the disciples to wait in Jerusalem for the gift 
of the Holy Spirit. It was a time of uncertainty for Jesus’ followers. It is likely they were 
anxious and scared. During this time of waiting in Jerusalem, the disciples and other 
followers of Jesus were celebrating Pentecost. While they were celebrating, the Holy 
Spirit arrived, sounding like the wind and appearing like �re. 

This was a great mystery. Everyone was able to understand and speak in other 
languages and knew God was working in their lives in mysterious ways. The 
excitement surrounding the arrival of the Holy Spirit attracted a crowd. Not everyone 
in the crowd was convinced immediately of the Spirit’s presence. Many people were 
shocked, surprised, and confused. Like many of us, they wondered what all this 
might mean. 

The Holy Spirit did not come just to the disciples, but to each person gathered 
there. The Spirit empowered God’s people and gave them the courage to continue 
to spread the good news about Jesus. We may not hear rushing wind or see �ames 
of �re descending on one another, but God’s Spirit continues to empower us and 
give us the courage to do God’s work. The concept of the Holy Spirit is sometimes a 
dif�cult one for children and adults to understand. It is okay to admit to your children 
that you don’t have all the answers. Mystery is part of faith.

Spiritual Practice for Adults 
This week, take time to stop, pay attention, and notice God’s Spirit working in your 
daily life. Set an alarm to remind you. When it goes off, spend a few minutes praying, 
reading the Pentecost scripture lesson, or sitting silently to feel God’s Spirit. Like the 
people who gathered for Pentecost, wonder, “What does this mean?”
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Come Together 
Welcome to Wonder
Supplies: Class Pack—pp. 10 & 23, 16 & 17; Leader Guide—pp. 4, 85; Activity Sheets 
(Session 12); Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD; CD player; stickers or markers; 
items for Wonder Table (small table, red cloth, and items such as a candle, dove); 
Wonder Box; tea light or candle; crayons; colored pencils

Prepare Ahead: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Pack—pp. 16 & 17). Set up a 
Wonder Table (see Leader—p. 4). Place the tea light or candle inside the Wonder 
Box. Set the Wonder Box on the Wonder Table.

 • Play “Celebrate Wonder” (CD) as the children arrive. Lyrics are on page 85 of the 
Leader Guide.

 • Greet each child. Show the children where to mark the Attendance Chart using  
a sticker or a marker.

 • Distribute this week’s Activity Sheet (Session 12). Let the children color the picture 
and then participate in the Bible retelling together.

Tip: Display the Wonder Wall poster (Class Pack—pp. 10 & 23), or use the instructions 
on the back of the poster to create your own.

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 88, Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD or Celebrate 
Wonder DVD, CD player, DVD player, TV

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Song Sheet—Unit 3” for each child. 

 • Gather the children around the Wonder Table, and hand out the Song Sheets.

 • Play “A Strong Wind” (CD or DVD). Invite the children to sing and celebrate.

Wonder Time 
Share a Story 
Supplies: CEB Bible; Class Pack—pp. 8 & 25, 19; Celebrate Wonder DVD; TV;  
DVD player

Prepare Ahead: Obtain the Unit 3 Wonder Story Mat (pp. 8 & 25) and the Wonder 
Story Mat Figures (p. 19). You will use Acts 2:4 today.

 • Lay the Unit 3 Wonder Story Mat on the �oor.
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 • Read from the Bible today’s story in Acts 2:1-12.

 • Let a child move or place Acts 2:4 on the Wonder Story Mat.

 • Watch the Session 12 video on the DVD.

Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack—insert, pp. 11 & 22; Wonder Box (containing a tea light)

Prepare Ahead: Display the Unit 3 Faith Word poster (Class Pack—pp. 11 & 22),  
and locate the Wonder Cube (Class Pack—insert).

 • Let a child roll the Wonder Cube. Direct the children to answer the question(s) 
about the Bible story. You can interact with the Wonder Cube as time allows.

 • Then pick up the Wonder Box and place it in front of the children.

SAY: Today’s faith word is Love: a closeness and connection that we feel with God 
and others.

 • Wonder together:

 ❍ Where do you �nd love in today’s story?

 ❍  What do you think the �re over the disciples’ heads looked like?  
felt like?

 ❍ What did the wind feel like?

 ❍ How does the Holy Spirit give us love?

 • Open the Wonder Box and reveal the tea light.

WONDER: What do you think this light represents?

SAY: God sent the Holy Spirit like �ames and wind to bring all people together 
through love.

Experience Wonder 
Wind Chimes (Craft)
Supplies: plastic cups (one for each child), permanent markers, yarn, scissors, beads, 
bells, paper punch

 • Distribute supplies, and let each child decorate a cup with permanent markers. 

 • Direct the children to thread beads and bells onto pieces of yarn. 

 • Have the children punch holes in their cups around the mouth and one hole 
through the bottom center. 
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 • Invite the children to tie the pieces of yarn with beads and bells through the holes 
around their cup.

 • Have the children thread a piece of yarn through the hole in the bottom of their 
cup and knot it inside the cup to make a hanger.

WONDER: Where will you put your wind chime? What does the wind sound like?

Many Languages (Logical)
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 78, pens or pencils

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Many Languages” (Leader Guide) for each child.

 • Hand out copies of “Many Languages.” 

 • Invite the children to match each language to the word for worship in that 
language.

 • Let volunteers share their answers. (Answers: English—worship, Spanish—rendir 
culto, Latin—cultum, French—culte, Greek—latreía, German—anbetung, Dutch—
aanbidden, Swahili—ibada, Armenian—yerkrpagel)

WONDER: What language or languages do you speak? Do you know someone who 
speaks another language?

My Words (Creative Writing)
Supplies: paper, pens, pencils, crayons, markers

 • Invite each child to come up with her or his very own word, write a de�nition for the 
word, and draw a picture of the word. 

 • Invite willing volunteers to share their word with the group. 

WONDER: How did you come up with your word? Was it hard or easy to make up 
your own word? 

Peaceful Place 
Supplies: suggested books: “One Family“ by George Shannon and “Images of God 
for Young Children” by Marie-Hélène Delval; quiet items: dolls with different skin 
tones, �ashlights or glow sticks, dollhouse

 • Locate the suggested books and quiet items, and place them in the Peaceful Place.

 • Allow children who want or need a quieter activity to visit the Peaceful Place.

Tip: You may choose to include other quiet toys, books, or activities.
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Go in Peace 
Spiritual Practice—Exploring Love Through Service
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 89, “Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book” (optional)

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Celebration Chart” (Leader Guide) for children who 
have not received it yet. 

 • Gather the children in a circle near the Wonder Table.

WONDER: What is the Holy Spirit?

SAY: The Holy Spirit is like your breath. You can feel it, but you cannot see it. The 
Holy Spirit is one way we can feel God’s love. This is a wonderful mystery. 

 • Invite the children to participate as you guide them through the spiritual practice. 

SAY:  Hold your hand up and blow on it. 
Feel the warmth of the air on your skin. 
Blow gently on your hand several more times. 

SAY: Anytime you need to remember God is with you, you can do this practice. The 
Holy Spirit is always present and wraps each of you in warmth and love.

PRAY: Holy Spirit, we feel your presence all around. Help us know you are always 
with us. Amen.

 • Send “Celebration Chart” home with children who did not receive it yet. 

 • Encourage the children and their families to use the “Celebration Chart” and to 
read together the quarterly Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book (if purchased).
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Many Languages

English anbetung
yerkrpagel

rendir culto

culte
ibada

worship

latreía

aanbidden

cultum

Spanish

Latin
French

German
Greek

SwahiliDutch

Armenian

Match each language to the word for worship in that language.
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Love each other like the members of your family. (Romans 12:10a)

Love in Action – Romans 12:9-18

Prepare to Wonder 
Faith Word: LOVE
In today’s story, Paul explains what love should look like for both the church and 
others in the community. Paul calls for a sincere love without pretending. He says 
that we should hate evil and cling to what is good. We should love one another 
like family. We also should show honor to one another. Paul says we should be 
enthusiastic in serving the Lord. We are to find happiness in hope and stand our 
ground when we are in trouble. 

Paul also addresses how to deal with people who are different from us. We are to 
bless people who harass us and not curse them, as Jesus taught. We are to treat 
one another as equals and not think of ourselves as better than anyone else. We 
are to befriend those who have no status and not have an inflated idea of our own 
intelligence. We are not to seek revenge on those who have wronged us, and we 
are to show respect for the beliefs of those who believe something different from us. 
Most importantly, we are to live in peace with everyone. We are called to love.

But love can be hard. It might seem impossible to demonstrate this kind of love. 
How can we possibly always be loving? This story shows many ways to love. We can’t 
always show perfect love, but we can choose one way we will offer our very best love. 
Love is not about perfection. Love is a practice. Help children see ways they can 
practice being a person of love and how to share that love with others. 

Spiritual Practice for Adults 
This week, pick one way you can show love. You do not have to be perfect at loving; 
you just have to try. Ask your friends and family to choose one way they can show 
love and share God’s love with the world. Hold one another accountable. At the end 
of the week, share your experiences with one another.
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Come Together 
Welcome to Wonder
Supplies: Class Pack—pp. 16 & 17; Leader Guide—pp. 4, 85; Activity Sheets 
(Session 13); Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD; CD player; stickers or markers; 
items for Wonder Table (small table, green cloth, and items such as a candle, hearts); 
Wonder Box; heart; pens; pencils

Prepare Ahead: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Pack—pp. 16 & 17). Set up a 
Wonder Table (see Leader—p. 4). Place the heart inside the Wonder Box. Set the 
Wonder Box on the Wonder Table.

 • Play “Celebrate Wonder” (CD) as the children arrive. Lyrics are on page 85 of the 
Leader Guide.

 • Greet each child. Show the children where to mark the Attendance Chart using  
a sticker or a marker.

 • Distribute this week’s Activity Sheet (Session 13). Have the children write messages, 
punch them out, and go as a group to place the messages around your church space.

Tip: Get permission to place the messages in the church space.

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 88, Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD or Celebrate 
Wonder DVD, CD player, DVD player, TV

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Song Sheet—Unit 3” for each child. 

 • Gather the children around the Wonder Table, and hand out the Song Sheets.

 • Play “A Strong Wind” (CD or DVD). Invite the children to sing and celebrate.

Wonder Time 
Share a Story 
Supplies: CEB Bible; Class Pack—pp. 8 & 25, 19; Celebrate Wonder DVD; TV;  
DVD player

Prepare Ahead: Obtain the Unit 3 Wonder Story Mat (pp. 8 & 25) and the Wonder 
Story Mat Figures (p. 19). You will use Romans 12:18 today.

 • Lay the Unit 3 Wonder Story Mat on the floor.
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 • Read from the Bible today’s story in Romans 12:9-18.

 • Let a child move or place Romans 12:18 on the Wonder Story Mat.

 • Watch the Session 13 video on the DVD.

Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack—insert, pp. 11 & 22; Wonder Box (containing a heart)

Prepare Ahead: Display the Unit 3 Faith Word poster (Class Pack—pp. 11 & 22),  
and locate the Wonder Cube (Class Pack—insert).

 • Let a child roll the Wonder Cube. Direct the children to answer the question(s) 
about the Bible story. You can interact with the Wonder Cube as time allows.

 • Then pick up the Wonder Box and place it in front of the children.

SAY: Today’s faith word is Love: a closeness and connection that we feel with God 
and others.

 • Wonder together:

 ❍ How would you define love?

 ❍ What does Paul tell us about love?

 ❍ What do you think is inside our Wonder Box today?

 • Open the Wonder Box and reveal the heart.

SAY: As Christians, we are called to be examples of love. 

Experience Wonder 
Match the Messages of Love (Game)
Supplies: CEB Bibles, Leader Guide—p. 84, scissors

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Match the Messages of Love” (Leader Guide—p. 84). 
Cut apart the messages, mix them up, and place them face-down in rows.

 • Direct the children to sit in a circle on the floor. 

SAY: Today we are learning about different ways to love.

 • Have a child turn over a phrase. Then have the child turn over one more. If the 
phrases go together, the child keeps the strips. Look up Romans 12:9-18 for help.

 • Give each child a turn, and play the game until all the strips have been matched.

WONDER: Which part of the Bible story teaches you the most about love?
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Words of Love (Reflective Writing)
Supplies: CEB Bibles, paper, pencils, crayons

SAY: Today’s Bible story tells us many ways to love.

WONDER: How do you want to show love?

 • Invite the children to reread Romans 12:9-18. 

 • Then have the children write or draw one way they want to show love.

 • Encourage the children to think about one phrase that might define their 
understanding of love.

 • Invite willing volunteers to share.

Grow Love (Service)
Supplies: seasonal flowers, gardening tools, gardening gloves, water

Prepare Ahead: Ask permission to plant flowers at your church. Locate a place to 
plant the flowers.

SAY: One way we show love is through service. We are going to plant some flowers. 
Flowers show the beauty of God’s creation and bring joy and love to others.

WONDER: Have you ever planted flowers?

 • Take the children outside to plant the flowers.

 • Say a blessing over the flowers. 

Peaceful Place 
Supplies: suggested books: “Love“ by Matt de la Peña and “Last Stop on Market 
Street” by Matt de la Peña; quiet items: different kinds of hearts, sticky notes (to 
write words of affirmations on), pens, pencils

 • Locate the suggested books and quiet items, and place them in the Peaceful Place.

 • Allow children who want or need a quieter activity to visit the Peaceful Place.

Tip: You may choose to include other quiet toys, books, or activities.
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Go in Peace 
Spiritual Practice—Exploring Love Through Service
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 89, “Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book” (optional)

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Celebration Chart” (Leader Guide) for children who 
have not received it yet. 

 • Gather the children in a circle near the Wonder Table.

SAY: Today’s Bible story reminds us of the importance of love.

 • Invite the children to make a heart with their hands.

 • Have them look through the heart.

 • Then have the children repeat after you.

SAY: I see love all around me. Love is in you and love is in me.

 • Repeat this practice several times.

SAY: Amen.

 • Send “Celebration Chart” home with children who did not receive it yet. 

 • Encourage the children and their families to use the “Celebration Chart” and to 
read together the quarterly Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book (if purchased).
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Match the Messages of Love

Love should be shown 

without pretending. 

Hate evil, 

and hold on to what is good. 

Love each other

like the members of your family.

Be the best at

showing honor to each other. 

Don’t hesitate to be enthusiastic—

be on fire in the Spirit as you serve the Lord!

Be happy in your hope, stand your ground

when you’re in trouble, and devote yourselves to prayer.

Contribute to the needs of God’s people,

and welcome strangers into your home.

Be happy with those who are happy,

and cry with those who are crying.

Consider everyone as equal, 

and don’t think that you’re better than anyone else.

Show respect for

what everyone else believes is good.

If possible, to the best of your ability,

live at peace with all people.
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Oh, I wonder how you made it all so good;

with a promise, did what you said you would.

Oh, I wonder why you’re so good to me,

how you never leave.

Oh, I wonder when joy turns into praise,

and it welcomes everyone you’ve made.

Oh, I wonder how you open up my eyes;

you change my mind.

So, we celebrate ‘cause we’re not afraid 

of the mystery.

With a little faith and a lot of grace,

we can celebrate wonder, wonder.

Oh, I wonder how I see you everywhere.

I remember, and it makes me want to share.

Oh, I wonder when I feel you as I serve,

how the last are first.

So, we celebrate ‘cause we’re not afraid 

of the mystery.

With a little faith and a lot of grace,

we can celebrate wonder, wonder.

No matter where we look,

we find you glorious. 

You made us very good, 

and you made us curious. 

So, whether in the soil 

or in the stars above,

oh, we can see your face; 

oh, we can feel your love.

But I wonder how justice leads to peace;

how we’re different, but we’re all family.

Oh, I wonder how you make me strong,

full of hope and a song.

So, we celebrate ‘cause we’re not afraid 

of the mystery.

With a little faith and a lot of grace, we can 

celebrate wonder, wonder, wonder, wonder.

Written by Derek Webb & Abbie Parker
©2020 Derek Webb Music (ASCAP)

©2020 Folken Music (ASCAP)
Admin. by Music Services. All rights reserved.

Celebrate Wonder
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Song Sheet—Unit 1

Remember Your Love
Your voice is everywhere,

in pictures and songs that hang in the air,

to show us the way you love.

And we sing along, and you’re teaching us

why you washed our feet:

the greatest must become the least.

’Cause there’s power in these things we do.

We do them to remember you—

how we called out, and you came through 
for us.

Oh, we remember your love.

You blessed and broke the bread.

You gave us a way to taste what you said,

’cause you poured out everything.

And you never wanted us to forget

the promises we heard,

and how you give and keep your word.

So, there’s power in these things we do.

We do them to remember you—

how we called out, and you came through 
for us.

Oh, we remember your love.

But even though we sometimes fall asleep

while we watch and while we wait,

we’ll be making preparations

for the celebration day.

So, there’s power in these things we do.

We do them to remember you—

how we called out, and you came through 
for us.

Oh, we remember your love.

Oh, we remember your love.

Written by Derek Webb & Abbie Parker
©2020 Derek Webb Music (ASCAP)

©2020 Folken Music (ASCAP)
Admin. by Music Services. All rights reserved.

Tell Somebody
The first light of the new week dawned,

not a whole lot was going on.

Until the earth shook up and an angel came

with lightning—frightening.

Two good women heard him say,

“This ain’t the time to be afraid.

That man, Jesus, quit the grave,

and now is the time to celebrate.

Go out and tell somebody.”

I’m gonna tell somebody.

I’m gonna tell somebody ’bout it.

I’m gonna tell somebody.

I’m gonna tell somebody ’bout it.

Jesus rose and walked around;

friends that saw him hit the ground.

He said, “Tell everybody how I lived,

like how to love and how to give.”

So, on the way to church one day,

they healed a man in Jesus’ name.

The man jumped up when they told him, “Rise,”

and nobody could believe their eyes.

They had to tell somebody.
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Song Sheet—Unit 2Song Sheet—Unit 1

Remember Your Love
But even though we sometimes fall asleep

while we watch and while we wait,

we’ll be making preparations

for the celebration day.

So, there’s power in these things we do.

We do them to remember you—

how we called out, and you came through 
for us.

Oh, we remember your love.

Oh, we remember your love.

Written by Derek Webb & Abbie Parker
©2020 Derek Webb Music (ASCAP)

©2020 Folken Music (ASCAP)
Admin. by Music Services. All rights reserved.

Tell Somebody
The first light of the new week dawned,

not a whole lot was going on.

Until the earth shook up and an angel came

with lightning—frightening.

Two good women heard him say,

“This ain’t the time to be afraid.

That man, Jesus, quit the grave,

and now is the time to celebrate.

Go out and tell somebody.”

I’m gonna tell somebody.

I’m gonna tell somebody ’bout it.

I’m gonna tell somebody.

I’m gonna tell somebody ’bout it.

Jesus rose and walked around;

friends that saw him hit the ground.

He said, “Tell everybody how I lived,

like how to love and how to give.”

So, on the way to church one day,

they healed a man in Jesus’ name.

The man jumped up when they told him, “Rise,”

and nobody could believe their eyes.

They had to tell somebody.

I’m gonna tell somebody.

I’m gonna tell somebody ’bout it.

I’m gonna tell somebody.

I’m gonna tell somebody ’bout it.

When we put our hearts together,

we treat each other even better.

That’s what love is all about.

It just makes me wanna go out…

I’m gonna tell somebody.

I’m gonna tell somebody ’bout it.

I’m gonna tell somebody.

I’m gonna tell somebody ’bout it.

I’m gonna tell somebody.

I’m gonna tell somebody ’bout it.

I’m gonna tell somebody.

I’m gonna tell somebody ’bout it.

I’m gonna tell somebody.

I’m gonna tell somebody ’bout it.

I’m gonna tell somebody.

I’m gonna tell somebody ’bout it.

Written by Derek Webb & Abbie Parker
©2020 Derek Webb Music (ASCAP)

©2020 Folken Music (ASCAP)
Admin. by Music Services. All rights reserved.
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Song Sheet—Unit 3

Place the chart on your refrigerator, kitchen table, or in an easy-to-access place. Throughout 
the week, have your child mark a space each time he or she completes an item on the chart. 
When a vertical, horizontal, or diagonal line is completed, celebrate together!

A Strong Wind
There’s something in the air;

you can see it in the trees.

It carries us along

and gathers up the leaves.

No matter where we’re from

or who we used to be,

it finds us where we are

and gives us eyes to see.

It calls us out and gives us jobs to do.

You take care of me, and I take care of you.

Oh, there’s a strong wind

blowing through the land of God.

Such a strong wind

blowing through the land of God.

Oh, we don’t understand

how you always break us out.

You show up in the dark,

in the shadow of a doubt.

You change our hearts; you even change 
our name.

You give us words and a brand-new song 
to sing…

about a strong wind

blowing through the land of God.

Such a strong wind

blowing through the land of God.

Oh, child, get up, come out of that grave.

Your family’s all here, and it’s time to celebrate.

There’s a party going on, just follow that sound

of everybody talking like they’re from your 
hometown…

where there’s a strong wind

blowing through the land of God.

Such a strong wind

blowing through the land of God.

Oh, there’s a strong wind

blowing through the land of God.

Such a strong wind

blowing through the land of God.

Written by Derek Webb & Abbie Parker
©2020 Derek Webb Music (ASCAP)

©2020 Folken Music (ASCAP)
Admin. by Music Services. All rights reserved.
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Celebration ChartSong Sheet—Unit 3

Place the chart on your refrigerator, kitchen table, or in an easy-to-access place. Throughout 
the week, have your child mark a space each time he or she completes an item on the chart. 
When a vertical, horizontal, or diagonal line is completed, celebrate together!

A Strong Wind
about a strong wind

blowing through the land of God.

Such a strong wind

blowing through the land of God.

Oh, child, get up, come out of that grave.

Your family’s all here, and it’s time to celebrate.

There’s a party going on, just follow that sound

of everybody talking like they’re from your 
hometown…

where there’s a strong wind

blowing through the land of God.

Such a strong wind

blowing through the land of God.

Oh, there’s a strong wind

blowing through the land of God.

Such a strong wind

blowing through the land of God.

Written by Derek Webb & Abbie Parker
©2020 Derek Webb Music (ASCAP)

©2020 Folken Music (ASCAP)
Admin. by Music Services. All rights reserved.

Served 
someone

Did a
helping
chore

Made a 
commmit-
ment for

Lent

Wished 
someone, 
“Happy 
Easter”

Prayed for a 
leader

Prayed with 
others 

Did a 
mealtime 

prayer ritual

Free 
Celebration!

Talked about 
Jesus

Spoke up for 
someone

Shared a meal 
with others 

Did a morning 
prayer ritual

Waved a palm 
branch

Shared good 
news

Made 
something for 

someone

Prayed in 
nature

Did a bedtime 
prayer ritual

Celebrated 
Resurrection 

Day

Praised God

Said, “I love 
you.”

Welcomed 
someone

Did a 
welcome 

ritual

Hunted for 
Easter eggs

Shared 
something

Acted in love

Free 
Celebration!
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Lent Family Letter

Celebrating Lent and Easter 
at Home

The season of Lent begins on February 17 and goes through March 27 
this year, followed by Holy Week, and with Easter landing on Sunday, 
April 4. Lent is a time to prepare for Easter by spending time with God. 
During the season of Lent, Christians often give up or add something 
to their lives to help them be less distracted so they can focus on 
connecting with God. It is common to give up certain food treats, 
behaviors, or activities.

However, children (like many adults) may �nd giving up such things too 
dif�cult to maintain for the whole season. So, adding something to each 
day may be an easier way for them to focus on spending time with God. 
Ideas include adding a daily family Bible-reading time; adding a daily 
family prayer time; or adding a daily time for singing hymns, if you’re 
a musical family. You also can do a combination of these things. Other 
ideas can be found online. Honor the season of Lent by doing what 
works best for your family and tradition. 

Lent ends as we celebrate Easter. Easter, or Resurrection Day, is the 
day we celebrate Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. It is common for 
families to attend church services, share a special meal, and sometimes 
attend or hold an Easter egg hunt on this day. No matter how you 
celebrate, it is a time for great joy and sharing the good news of Jesus!
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Lent Family Letter
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Spiritual Gifts Quiz 
Sessions 7

I’m good at 
speaking in 

public.I’m artistic.

I’m outgoing 
and like talking 

to people.

I’m a good 
listener.

I’m good 
with kids. I’m athletic.

Make birthday 
cards for people 

at church and 
mail them.

Volunteer to read 
Scripture in the 
worship service 

at church.

Become your Sunday school’s official welcomer 
and make sure new kids feel welcome.

Visit your church’s homebound 
members or a home for the elderly.

Help in your church’s nursery, 
VBS, or after-school program.

Help a church member 
with yard work. 

Participate in a walk, 
run, or triathlon to raise 

money for charity.

I’m shy and 
like helping 

behind 
the scenes.

I play a musical 
instrument 

or sing.

I have a passion 
for nature.

I like working 
with my hands.

I love animals.

I’m a 
good cook.

Volunteer to fold bulletins, set up the 
room for worship or coffee hour, or 
shelve books in your church library.

Make snacks for your Sunday 
school class or for your 

church’s fellowship hour.

Volunteer to 
make a meal for 
a soup kitchen.

Join your church choir or volunteer to 
play your instrument during worship.

Help your church perform 
an energy audit.

Ask the property 
committee if you 

can help make small 
repairs at church.

Talk to the property 
committee about starting 

a church garden.

Volunteer at 
an animal 
shelter.

Help organize a church 
yard sale or thrift store 

to encourage upcycling.

How will you use your gifts 
and talents to honor God?
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I’m good at 
speaking in 

public.I’m artistic.

I’m outgoing 
and like talking 

to people.

I’m a good 
listener.

I’m good 
with kids. I’m athletic.

Make birthday 
cards for people 

at church and 
mail them.

Volunteer to read 
Scripture in the 
worship service 

at church.

Become your Sunday school’s official welcomer 
and make sure new kids feel welcome.

Visit your church’s homebound 
members or a home for the elderly.

Help in your church’s nursery, 
VBS, or after-school program.

Help a church member 
with yard work. 

Participate in a walk, 
run, or triathlon to raise 

money for charity.

I’m shy and 
like helping 

behind 
the scenes.

I play a musical 
instrument 

or sing.

I have a passion 
for nature.

I like working 
with my hands.

I love animals.

I’m a 
good cook.

Volunteer to fold bulletins, set up the 
room for worship or coffee hour, or 
shelve books in your church library.

Make snacks for your Sunday 
school class or for your 

church’s fellowship hour.

Volunteer to 
make a meal for 
a soup kitchen.

Join your church choir or volunteer to 
play your instrument during worship.

Help your church perform 
an energy audit.

Ask the property 
committee if you 

can help make small 
repairs at church.

Talk to the property 
committee about starting 

a church garden.

Volunteer at 
an animal 
shelter.

Help organize a church 
yard sale or thrift store 

to encourage upcycling.

How will you use your gifts 
and talents to honor God?

95Celebrate Wonder: Ages 6–8 
Leader Guide • Spring 2021

Permission is granted to duplicate this page 
for local church use only. © 2020 Cokesbury.

Permission is granted to duplicate this page 
for local church use only. © 2020 Cokesbury.

9781791001391_INT_BM.indd   95 10/2/20   12:00 PM



Feelings Catcher Directions 
Sessions 3

1. 
 St

ar
t w

it
h 

a 
sq

ua
re

 
pi

ec
e 

of
 p

ap
er

.

5.
  U

nf
ol

d 
th

e 
pa

pe
r, 

an
d 

yo
u’

ll 
ha

ve
 a

n 
X

 c
re

as
e.

9.
  F

ol
d 

al
l f

ou
r c

or
ne

rs
 

to
 th

e 
ce

nt
er

 o
f t

he
 

sq
ua

re
 s

o 
th

at
 th

e 
po

in
ts

 ju
st

 to
uc

h 
it

.

2.
  F

ol
d 

th
e 

pa
pe

r f
ro

m
 

co
rn

er
 to

 c
or

ne
r, 

m
ak

in
g 

a 
tr

ia
ng

le
.

6.
  F

ol
d 

al
l f

ou
r c

or
ne

rs
 

to
 th

e 
ce

nt
er

 o
f t

he
 

sq
ua

re
 s

o 
th

at
 th

e 
po

in
ts

 ju
st

 to
uc

h 
it

.

10
.  Y

ou
 w

ill
 h

av
e 

a 
sm

al
le

r 
sq

ua
re

.

3.
  U

nf
ol

d 
th

e 
pa

pe
r.

7.
  Y

ou
 w

ill
 h

av
e 

a 
sm

al
le

r 
sq

ua
re

.

11
.  F

ol
d 

th
e 

bo
tt

om
 e

dg
e 

up
 to

 th
e 

to
p.

 U
nf

ol
d 

it
. F

ol
d 

th
e 

le
ft

 e
dg

e 
to

 
th

e 
rig

ht
. U

nf
ol

d 
it

.

4.
  F

ol
d 

th
e 

pa
pe

r f
ro

m
 

co
rn

er
 to

 c
or

ne
r t

he
 

ot
he

r d
ire

ct
io

n,
 m

ak
in

g 
a 

tr
ia

ng
le

.

8.
  F

lip
 y

ou
r p

ap
er

 o
ve

r s
o 

th
at

 th
e 

fo
ld

s 
yo

u 
ju

st
 

m
ad

e 
ar

e 
un

de
rn

ea
th

.

12
.  P

us
h 

th
e 

fo
ur

 c
or

ne
rs

 
to

ge
th

er
 in

 th
e 

ce
nt

er
, 

an
d 

th
en

 s
lid

e 
4 

fi
ng

er
s 

in
to

 th
e 

fl
ap

s.

96Celebrate Wonder: Ages 6–8 
Leader Guide • Spring 2021

Permission is granted to duplicate this page 
for local church use only. © 2020 Cokesbury.

9781791001391_INT_BM.indd   96 10/6/20   8:44 AM



 Vol. 1 • No. 3 • SPRING 2021

EDITORIAL / DESIGN TEAM

Erin R. Floyd .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Editor

Heidi Hewitt  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Production Editor

Matthew Allison  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Designer

ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM

Rev. Brian K. Milford.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . President and Publisher

Marjorie M. Pon  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Associate Publisher and Editor of 
Church School Publications 

Brittany Sky   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Senior Editor, 
Children’s Resources

Written by Erin R. Floyd

Cover design by the Celebrate Wonder Design Team. 
Illustrations by Mary Grace Corpus/Gwen Walters Artists’ 
Rep.: pp. 24, 30, 36, 72, 96; Brave Union/Deborah Wolfe LTD: 
p. 66; Shutterstock: pp. 12, 18, 42, 48, 60, 78, 89, 90, 91, 93, 
94, 95

CELEBRATE WONDER: AGES 6-8, LEADER GUIDE: An official 
resource for The United Methodist Church approved by 
Discipleship Ministries and published quarterly by Cokesbury, 
a division of The United Methodist Publishing House, 2222 
Rosa L. Parks Blvd., Nashville, TN 37228-1306. Price $14.99. 
Copyright © 2020 Cokesbury. All rights reserved. Send 
address changes to CELEBRATE WONDER: AGES 6–8, LEADER GUIDE, 
Subscription Services, 2222 Rosa L. Parks Blvd., Nashville, TN 
37228-1306 or call 800-672-1789. Printed in the United States 
of America.

To order copies of this publication, call toll free: 
800-672-1789. You may fax your order to 800-445-8189. 
Telecommunication Device for the Deaf/Telex Telephone: 
800-227-4091. Or order online at cokesbury.com. Use your 
Cokesbury account, American Express, Visa, Discover, or 
Mastercard.

For information concerning permission to reproduce any 
material in this publication, write to Rights and Permissions, 
The United Methodist Publishing House, 2222 Rosa L. Parks 
Blvd., Nashville, TN 37228-1306. 

You may fax your request to 615-749-6128. Or email 
permissions@umpublishing.org.

Scripture quotations are taken from the Common English 
Bible, copyright 2011. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

PACP10594358-01

Fall 2020 Winter 2020–21 Spring 2021 Summer 2021

UNIT 1: CREATIVITY UNIT 1: JOY UNIT 1: REMEMBER UNIT 1: PEACE

God Creates the Earth
Genesis 1:1-19

Mary’s Joy
Luke 1:26-38, 46-56

Jesus Washes Feet
John 13:1-17

Abraham and Lot
Genesis 13

God Creates Living Things
Genesis 1:20-25

Joseph’s Joy
Matthew 1:18-24

The Last Supper
Luke 22:14-20

David and Abigail
1 Samuel 25:1-42

God Creates People 
Genesis 1:26–2:4 

Jesus Brings Joy
Luke 2:1-7  

Praying in the Garden  
Luke 22:39-46

Be Peaceful
Psalm 23
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Genesis 2:10-23

Joyous News
Luke 2:8-20

Jesus Enters Jerusalem
Matthew 21:1-11

Peacemakers
Matthew 5:1-12

UNIT 2: FAITH UNIT 2: INCLUDE UNIT 2: SHARE UNIT 2: BELONG

Abraham and Sarah
Genesis 12:1-9

The Magi
Matthew 2:1-12
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Matthew 28:1-10

Babel
Genesis 11:1-9

God’s Promise to Abraham
Genesis 15:1-6

Jesus’ Baptism
Matthew 3:13-17

The Great Commission  
Matthew 28:16-20

Mephibosheth
2 Samuel 9:1-13
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Genesis 18:1-14
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Matthew 4:18-22
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Genesis 25:19-28

The Lord’s Prayer
Matthew 6:5-15
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Acts 6:1-7

Rahab
Joshua 2:1-24

The Birthright
Genesis 25:29-34

Jesus Calms the Storm
Mark 4:35-41 

Peter and Tabitha
Acts 9:36-43

Ruth and Naomi
Book of Ruth

The Blessing
Genesis 27:1-45

Mary and Martha
Luke 10:38-42

The Church Grows
Acts 9:26-31

Esther
Book of Esther

Jacob’s Ladder
Genesis 28:10-22

Zacchaeus
Luke 19:1-10

Pentecost 
Acts 2:1-12

Mary Anoints Jesus
John 12:1-8 

Peaceable Kingdom
Isaiah 11:6-9 
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800-672-1789 | CokesburyKids.com
Call a Resource Consultant

Through colorfully illustrated stories, Celebrate 
Wonder Bible Storybook, will engage children 
through simple storytelling and open-ended 
questions that encourage children to make 

connections between the Bible and their lives. 

With Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book 
Summer 2021, continue your child’s faith formation 
at home. Each story contains a unique retelling of 

the Bible story, a faith word to explore, wonder 
questions, and suggestions for a family activity. 

The Deep Blue Kids Bible: Celebrate Wonder Edition 
includes a wealth of notes, historical facts, book 
introductions, devotionals, and other interactive 

elements to capture inquisitive young minds. 

All three resources will connect kids with God 
and invite God’s presence into their daily lives as 

they learn to express their faith through everyday 
interactions with the world around them, by how 

they treat others and care for all of God’s creation.

Learn more at CokesburyKids.com

Help shape 
kids and their 
growing faith 
with these 
exciting new 
resources for 
children
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Coming Summer 2021
Peace

Belong

Living together in 
harmony without 
fighting. To be calm 
and know God’s 
presence. 

To know you are accepted 
and included in God’s family.

Choosing to act in 
faith, even when 
you are afraid.

Courage
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