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Peace

Belong

Living together in 
harmony without 
fighting. To be calm 
and know God’s 
presence. 

To know you are accepted 
and included in God’s family.

Choosing to act in 
faith, even when 
you are afraid.

Courage
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Fall 2020 Winter 2020–21 Spring 2021 Summer 2021

UNIT 1: CREATIVITY UNIT 1: JOY UNIT 1: REMEMBER UNIT 1: PEACE

God Creates the Earth
Genesis 1:1-19

Mary’s Joy
Luke 1:26-38, 46-56

Jesus Washes Feet
John 13:1-17

Abraham and Lot
Genesis 13

God Creates Living Things
Genesis 1:20-25

Joseph’s Joy
Matthew 1:18-24

The Last Supper
Luke 22:14-20

David and Abigail
1 Samuel 25:1-42

God Creates People 
Genesis 1:26–2:4 

Jesus Brings Joy
Luke 2:1-7  

Praying in the Garden  
Luke 22:39-46

Be Peaceful
Psalm 23

God Creates Helpers   
Genesis 2:10-23

Joyous News
Luke 2:8-20

Jesus Enters Jerusalem
Matthew 21:1-11

Peacemakers
Matthew 5:1-12

UNIT 2: FAITH UNIT 2: INCLUDE UNIT 2: SHARE UNIT 2: BELONG

Abraham and Sarah
Genesis 12:1-9

The Magi
Matthew 2:1-12

Resurrection
Matthew 28:1-10

Babel
Genesis 11:1-9

God’s Promise to Abraham
Genesis 15:1-6

Jesus’ Baptism
Matthew 3:13-17

The Great Commission  
Matthew 28:16-20

Mephibosheth
2 Samuel 9:1-13

Abraham’s Visitors
Genesis 18:1-14

Calling the Disciples  
Matthew 4:18-22

Peter and John
Acts 3:1-10

The Woman at the Well
John 4:4-30, 39-42

Isaac Is Born
Genesis 21:1-7

Showing Love
Matthew 5:43-48

Believers Share
Acts 4:32-37

Peter’s Dream
Acts 10:1-48 

God’s Kingdom
Luke 13:18-21

UNIT 3: BLESSING UNIT 3: GUIDE UNIT 3: LOVE UNIT 3: COURAGE

Jacob and Esau
Genesis 25:19-28

The Lord’s Prayer
Matthew 6:5-15

Choosing the Seven
Acts 6:1-7

Rahab
Joshua 2:1-24

The Birthright
Genesis 25:29-34

Jesus Calms the Storm
Mark 4:35-41 

Peter and Tabitha
Acts 9:36-43

Ruth and Naomi
Book of Ruth

The Blessing
Genesis 27:1-45

Mary and Martha
Luke 10:38-42

The Church Grows
Acts 9:26-31

Esther
Book of Esther

Jacob’s Ladder
Genesis 28:10-22

Zacchaeus
Luke 19:1-10

Pentecost 
Acts 2:1-12

Mary Anoints Jesus
John 12:1-8 

Peaceable Kingdom
Isaiah 11:6-9 

Love in Action
Romans 12:9-18

Lydia 
Acts 16:11-15
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800-672-1789 | CokesburyKids.com
Call a Resource Consultant

Through colorfully illustrated stories, Celebrate 
Wonder Bible Storybook, will engage children 
through simple storytelling and open-ended 
questions that encourage children to make 

connections between the Bible and their lives. 

With Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book 
Summer 2021, continue your child’s faith formation 
at home. Each story contains a unique retelling of 

the Bible story, a faith word to explore, wonder 
questions, and suggestions for a family activity. 

The Deep Blue Kids Bible: Celebrate Wonder Edition 
includes a wealth of notes, historical facts, book 
introductions, devotionals, and other interactive 

elements to capture inquisitive young minds. 

All three resources will connect kids with God 
and invite God’s presence into their daily lives as 

they learn to express their faith through everyday 
interactions with the world around them, by how 

they treat others and care for all of God’s creation.

Learn more at CokesburyKids.com

Help shape 
kids and their 
growing faith 
with these 
exciting new 
resources for 
children

SCOPE AND SEQUENCE
FALL 2020 – SUMMER 2021
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UNIT 1: Remember
 7 Session 1 Jesus Washes Feet
 MARCH 7 

13 Session 2 The Last Supper
 MARCH 14

19 Session 3 Praying in the Garden
 MARCH 21

25 Session 4 Jesus Enters Jerusalem
 MARCH 28

UNIT 2: Share
31 Session 5 Resurrection
 APRIL 4

37 Session 6 The Great Commission
 APRIL 11 

43 Session 7 Peter and John
 APRIL 18

49 Session 8 Believers Share
 APRIL 25

UNIT 3: Love
55 Session 9 Choosing the Seven
 MAY 2

61 Session 10 Peter and Tabitha
 MAY 9

67 Session 11 The Church Grows
 MAY 16

73 Session 12 Pentecost
 MAY 23

79 Session 13 Love in Action
 MAY 30

MORE PAGES
85 Song Sheets
89  Celebration Chart
90 Lent Family Letter 
91 Faith Word Coloring Sheets
94  Towel Stencil
95  Easter Eggs
96 Flame Template

Celebrate Wonder is a curriculum 
that honors the spiritual life of 
children. Celebrate Wonder will 
engage children in open-ended 
exploration and inquiry of the Bible. 
Through experiential activities, 
spiritual practices, and reflection, 
Celebrate Wonder serves as a 
biblical guide to help children 
make meaning for their lives. 
This curriculum seeks to deepen 
children’s faith formation and to 
create a safe space for children to 
ask big questions and claim their 
spiritual identity as children of God. 

Please visit CokesburyKids.com, 
where you can find training videos, 
blog posts, free stuff, and more.

    

1Celebrate Wonder: Ages 9+ 
Leader Guide • Spring 2021

Permission is granted to duplicate this page 
for local church use only. © 2020 Cokesbury.
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The overall goal of the Celebrate Wonder Leader Guide is to equip and 
empower the adults in such a way that they can easily and effectively 
engage, interact, and grow alongside their children. This is a guide, but 
not a manual. It is meant as a helpful tool so you can support and care for 
all of your children as you journey together to deepen your faith, learn the 
Bible, and grow as spiritual beings of God. 

1. Prepare to Wonder: This is biblical information that helps the 
leaders learn about the Bible story and how it connects to children. 
It helps you center your own mind and spirit as you focus on God’s 
Word and the intention of how you can help develop and grow the 
faith of the children. This section also includes an adult spiritual 
practice. We hope that leaders will find time to center themselves 
and to participate in a practice that prepares them to lead the 
children from a place of presence and connection to God. 

2. Come Together: This is a time for the children to enter the space 
and begin to explore the Bible story. Simple rituals, music, and 
children’s activity pages are included. 
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3. Wonder Time: Now is the time to tell and wonder about 
the Bible story. The Bible story is explored in several ways. We 
encourage you to read the Bible story and watch the DVD. 
Following the sharing of the Bible story, there is an opportunity for 
the children to have discussion, ask questions, and wonder together. 

4. Experience Wonder: This is a time for the children to deepen 
their understanding of the Bible story through exploration and play. 
This section of the lesson includes various learning styles and age-
appropriate activities. Each week these activities will vary based on 
connection to the Bible story.

5. Go in Peace: The lesson closes with a spiritual practice. Each 
week the children will be guided through a simple practice to 
connect them to themselves and to God. These practices are 
intended to be something they can also practice at home. Usually, 
the practice will end with a blessing or prayer. 
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Do this in remembrance of me. (Luke 22:19c)

Jesus Washes Feet – John 13:1-17

Prepare to Wonder 
Faith Word: REMEMBER
As our Bible story begins, Jesus and his disciples are sharing an evening meal 
together. It is just before Passover, and Judas’ betrayal is already in motion. Jesus 
knows he will not be with the disciples much longer, so he performs an act of service 
for them to show love. He washes their feet, something servants usually did at that 
time when a person came in from walking in sandals on dusty roads. Jesus says it is 
an example of how they should love others when he is gone. 

When it is Simon Peter’s turn to have his feet washed, Peter resists, saying that Jesus 
will never wash his feet. Jesus explains that refusing the washing will prove that Peter 
is not one of Jesus’ own. Peter responds by enthusiastically agreeing to the washing 
and even offering up his head and hands, but Jesus says that the disciples are clean 
and need only to have their feet washed. Custom of the time was for those who had 
bathed to wash only their feet upon entering a home. This also possibly suggests 
that the disciples are clean because of baptism. Jesus hints that one among the 
disciples is not clean. This is a reference to Judas, who has betrayed Jesus. 

For this session, we will focus on remembering Jesus through ritual. Most experts 
agree that children need routine to feel secure. Rituals are like routines. Children in 
the 9+ category are old enough to remember and participate in faith rituals. You’ll 
want the children to understand that when we remember Jesus and his teachings 
through rituals, we are showing love and devotion to Jesus and to one another. 

Spiritual Practice for Adults 
Do you have a personal faith ritual such as saying prayers at a certain time or reading 
devotionals? If not, try to develop a ritual that you can do each day this week. During 
the course of the week, notice how your ritual affects your day or week. Do you feel 
calmer? more connected to your faith?
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Come Together 
Welcome to Wonder
Supplies: CEB Bibles; Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD; Activity Sheets—pp. 3-4; 
Class Pack—pp. 2 & 31, 15 & 18; Leader Guide—p. 4; CD player; small table; purple 
cloth; LED candle; box with a lid; towel; pens; pencils; crayons; markers

Prepare Ahead: Set up a Wonder Table and make a Wonder Box (see Leader 
Guide—p. 4). Place a purple cloth and an LED candle on the Wonder Table. Put 
the towel in the Wonder Box, and place the box on the Wonder Table. Post the 
Attendance Chart (Class Pack—pp. 2 & 31) where the children can reach it.

 • Play “Celebrate Wonder” (CD) as the children arrive. 

 • Greet each child, and show the children where to mark the Attendance Chart. 

 • Give each child this week’s Activity Sheet. Help the children interact with the 
activities on each page.

Tip: Create your own Wonder Wall (see Class Pack—pp. 15 & 18). 

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 86, Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD, CD player

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Song Sheet—Unit 1” for each child. 

 • Gather the children around the Wonder Table, and hand out the Song Sheets.

 • Play “Remember Your Love” from the CD. Invite the children to sing and celebrate.

Wonder Time 
Share a Story 
Supplies: CEB Bible, Class Pack—pp. 10 & 23, Celebrate Wonder DVD, TV, DVD 
player, paper, pencils, scissors

 • Lay the Unit 1 Wonder Story Mat on a table or on the floor.

 • Cut paper into small slips, and give each child a slip of paper and a pencil. 

 • Invite the children to write one thing they do to show love and put it on the mat 
near Jesus washing Peter’s feet. 

 • Read the Bible story, John 13:1-17. 

 • Watch the Session 1 video on the DVD.
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Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack—insert, pp. 6 & 27, 11 & 22; Wonder Box (containing a towel)

Prepare Ahead: Assemble the Wonder Cube (Class Pack—insert). Post the “Faith 
Word Poster—Unit 1” (Class Pack—pp. 6 & 27) and the “Bible Verse Poster—Unit 1” 
(Class Pack—pp. 11 & 22).

 • Read the Bible verse from the poster, and have the children read it aloud together.

 • Let a child roll the Wonder Cube. Have the children answer the question about the 
Bible story. Interact with the Wonder Cube as long as time allows.

 • Pick up the Wonder Box, and place it in front of the children.

SAY: Today’s faith word is Remember. 

 • Point at the faith word poster, and share the definition.

SAY: The definition of Remember is “to think about and not forget our faith.”

 • Wonder together: 

 ❍ What helps you remember things? 

 ❍ What faith rituals can you name?

 ❍ Why are faith rituals important for people living in today’s world?

 ❍ What do you think is inside our Wonder Box today?

 • Open the Wonder Box and reveal the object.

WONDER: What faith ritual did you hear about today that involved a towel? 

Experience Wonder 
Remember the Story (Game)
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 12, scissors, bowl

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Remember the Story.” Cut apart the clues, put them in 
a bowl, and mix them up. 

SAY: Our focus today is on remembering our faith through rituals. Let’s see how well 
you remember the ritual we learned about today. 

 • Draw a clue from the bowl, read it, and let the children call out the answer. Correct 
them or provide helpful hints as necessary. (Answers, in order on the page: 
Passover, meal, God, towel, feet, Simon Peter, feet, example)
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Towel Stencil (Craft)
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 94, table covering, fabric paints, paper plates, stencil 
brushes or sponges, scissors, smocks, white linen-type towels or cloth handkerchiefs 
(one for each child), masking tape, thin cotton cloth, clothing iron (adult use only)

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Towel Stencil” for each child. Cover the table, and pour 
a different color fabric paint onto each paper plate. Provide at least one stencil brush 
or sponge for each paint color.

SAY: In our Bible story, Jesus performs a ritual to show love and asks the disciples to 
do the same. Let’s create something to remind us of what Jesus did. 

 • Give each child a copy of “Towel Stencil.” Have the children cut out the dark 
letters, leaving the surrounding paper as the stencil. 

 • Distribute smocks and towels. Have the children put on a smock, spread out their 
towel, place their stencil on top of their towel, and tape their stencil in place. 

 • Instruct the children to dab paint through the open spaces in the stencils.

 • Let the towels dry. Then have an adult place a thin cotton cloth on the painted part 
of each towel and run an iron on the low setting over it to set the paint.

Tip: The towels may not dry before the end of the session. In this case, have the 
children pick up their towels the next time they return to church.

Personal Ritual (Spiritual Exploration)
Supplies: paper, pencils

WONDER: Do you have personal rituals you do to help you remember your faith?

ASK: Do you have special faith activities that you do on your own?

SAY: We are going to work on developing rituals to show love to others, as Jesus did. 
This will help us remember how much Jesus loved others.

 • Distribute paper and pencils, and have the children write responses to the 
following questions.

ASK: What makes you feel close to God? How can you show love to others?

 • After the children have answered the questions, have them read their answers 
aloud. Work together as a class to use each child’s response to help the child find a 
way to develop her or his own unique ritual. (Work individually with shy children.)

Tip: Think of your own rituals and ways of showing love to use as examples, if 
needed.
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Peaceful Place 
Supplies: Class Pack—pp. 16 & 17; Leader Guide—pp. 4, 91; children’s books about 
Holy Week; water station; paper; pens; pencils; crayons; markers

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy the coloring sheet “Faith Word—Unit 1” (Leader 
Guide—p. 91), at least one per child. Place the coloring sheets and the suggested 
books and quiet toys in the Peaceful Place. Display the “Wonder Wall” (Class Pack).

 • Allow children who want or need a quieter activity to visit the Peaceful Place.

Tip: See page 4 for more information. The children may gaze at the Wonder Wall and 
wonder about images or write or draw about one or more images.

Go in Peace 
Spiritual Practice––Exploring Remembrance Through 
Ritual
Supplies: Leader Guide—pp. 89, 90; LED candle; large bowl; soap in a pump 
dispenser; water in a large squeeze bottle; paper towels

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Celebration Chart” (Leader Guide—p. 89) and “Lent 
Family Letter” (Leader Guide—p. 90) for each child. Clear a space on the floor for 
sitting. 

SAY: Let’s do a ritual to show love for one another.

 • Gather the children around the Wonder Table, and light the LED candle. Place on 
the table the bowl, soap dispenser, squeeze bottle of water, and paper towels.

SAY: Let’s remember how Jesus washed the disciples’ feet by helping one another 
wash our hands. 

 • Have the children form a line. Ask the first child to stand at the bowl, with his or her 
hands over it. Let the next child put soap into the hands of the child at the bowl 
and then squeeze water from the bottle over the child’s hands as the child lathers 
the soap and rinses. Have the first child dry his or her hands on a paper towel. 

 • Then have the second child move to the bowl, and the next child wash that child’s 
hands. Repeat the process until all the children have had a turn being washed. 

PRAY: God, thank you for showing us how to show love by serving others. Amen.

 • Send “Celebration Chart” and “Lent Family Letter” home with each child. 
Encourage the children and their families to use the “Celebration Chart” and to 
read together the Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book (if purchased).
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Remember the Story

Jesus and the disciples gathered before the 

Festival of _____________ .

Jesus washed the disciples’ ____________ . 

Jesus knew that he would soon be returning 

to ____________ .

Jesus said that those who had bathed need 

only wash their ____________ .

Jesus and the disciples were sharing a 

____________ together. 

____________ did not want Jesus to wash his 

feet at first.

Jesus tied a linen ____________ around his 

waist.

Jesus told the disciples that he had given 

them an ____________ . 
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Do this in remembrance of me. (Luke 22:19c)

The Last Supper – Luke 22:14-20

Prepare to Wonder 
Faith Word: REMEMBER
Our Bible story begins as Jesus and the disciples are sharing the Passover meal. 
Passover is part of an eight-day festival that happens in the spring. Passover lasts 
for 24 hours of the festival, and then it moves into the Feast of Unleavened Bread. 
The Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread were celebrated to remember the 
Israelites’ deliverance from Egyptian slavery. 

The disciples prepared a place for Jesus to eat the Passover meal, as noted in the 
Scripture passages just before today’s reading. Jesus is well aware of the course his 
life will take and says so to the disciples. During this meal, Jesus gives thanks for the 
bread and breaks it and then takes a cup and blesses it. He shares this meal with 
his disciples, declaring the bread is his body and the cup is his blood—beginning 
the ritual we know as Communion and giving the disciples and all of us a way of 
remembering him.

Our Scripture contains two rituals of remembering, Passover and Communion. 
You’ll want your children to understand that the rituals of their faith have meaning. 
They should understand that the ritual of Communion is something that we do 
to remember Jesus. However, it is not our only ritual, and children should know 
that they can remember Jesus and their faith in other ways, even when they are 
away from church. This session will help the children understand why we have faith 
rituals and that they can use their creativity to remember and keep their faith active 
anywhere they go. 

Spiritual Practice for Adults 
This week, think back to the �rst time you took Communion and then journal as a way 
of remembering. Consider the following questions to help you get started. How old 
were you when you �rst remember participating in Communion? What did you think 
it meant then? How did participating in Communion for the �rst time make you feel? 
What does Communion mean to you now?
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Come Together 
Welcome to Wonder
Supplies: CEB Bibles; Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD; Activity Sheets—pp. 5-6; 
Class Pack—pp. 2 & 31, 15 & 18; Leader Guide—p. 4; CD player; small table; purple 
cloth; LED candle; Wonder Box; chalice; pens; pencils; crayons; markers

Prepare Ahead: Set up a Wonder Table (see Leader Guide—p. 4), and place on it a 
purple cloth and an LED candle. Put the chalice in the Wonder Box, and place the 
box on the Wonder Table. Post the Attendance Chart (Class Pack—pp. 2 & 31) where 
the children can reach it.

 • Play “Celebrate Wonder” (CD) as the children arrive. 

 • Greet each child, and show the children where to mark the Attendance Chart. 

 • Give each child this week’s Activity Sheet. Help the children interact with the 
activities on each page.

Tip: Create your own Wonder Wall (see Class Pack—pp. 15 & 18). 

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 86, Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD, CD player

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Song Sheet—Unit 1” for each child. 

 • Gather the children around the Wonder Table, and hand out the Song Sheets.

 • Play “Remember Your Love” from the CD. Invite the children to sing and celebrate.

Wonder Time 
Share a Story 
Supplies: CEB Bible, Class Pack—pp. 10 & 23, Celebrate Wonder DVD, TV, DVD 
player, paper, pencils, scissors

 • Lay the Unit 1 Wonder Story Mat on a table or on the �oor.

 • Cut paper into small slips, and give each child a slip of paper and a pencil. 

 • Invite the children to write something that helps them remember their faith and put 
it on the mat near Jesus eating with the disciples.

 • Read the Bible story, Luke 22:14-20. 

 • Watch the Session 2 video on the DVD.
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Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack—insert, pp. 6 & 27, 11 & 22; Wonder Box (containing a chalice)

Prepare Ahead: Post the “Faith Word Poster—Unit 1” (Class Pack—pp. 6 & 27) and 
the “Bible Verse Poster—Unit 1” (Class Pack—pp. 11 & 22). Get the Wonder Cube 
(Class Pack—insert).

 • Read the Bible verse from the poster, and have the children read it aloud together.

 • Let a child roll the Wonder Cube. Have the children answer the question about the 
Bible story. Interact with the Wonder Cube as long as time allows.

 • Pick up the Wonder Box, and place it in front of the children.

SAY: Today’s faith word is Remember. 

 • Point at the faith word poster, and share the de�nition.

SAY: The de�nition of Remember is “to think about and not forget our faith.”

 • Wonder together: 

 ❍ What do you think it would be like to share a meal with Jesus?

 ❍  If you could choose a ritual for our church to do to remember Jesus’ 
love, what would you choose?

 ❍  What questions do you have about the ritual Jesus performed that 
we now call Communion?

 • Open the Wonder Box and reveal the object.

WONDER: How does a chalice remind us of Jesus?

Experience Wonder 
Imagine the Last Supper (Art)
Supplies: CEB Bibles, paper, chalk, markers, images of the Last Supper

Prepare Ahead: Locate some images of the Last Supper on the internet.

SAY: The Last Supper has been portrayed in famous art many times over the years. 
Later, we’ll look at some of that art. For now, let’s imagine what we think the Last 
Supper looked like.

 • Distribute the art supplies. Have the children draw as you read Luke 22:14-20 aloud. 

 • Show the children the Last Supper images you found on the internet. 

ASK: How is your art similar to these images? How is your art different?
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Modern Last Supper Menu (Writing/Art)
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 18, pencils, crayons

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Modern Last Supper Menu” for each child. 

SAY: Jesus shared a special meal, called the Passover, with his disciples at the Last 
Supper. 

ASK: If you were going to serve Jesus a special meal today, what kinds of food would 
you serve?

SAY: Let’s imagine what we would serve Jesus as we create our own menus. 

 • Distribute copies of “Modern Last Supper Menu” and pencils and crayons.

 • Let the children write their menus and decorate them. 

 • Allow volunteers to show their menu and talk about what they’ve included on it. 

WONDER: How do you think Jesus would respond to your menu?

Table Blessing (Collaborative Writing)
Supplies: multiple sheets of large paper and markers or a whiteboard and dry-erase 
markers

SAY: Since our story today is about sharing a meal, let’s work together to write a 
table blessing. 

ASK: What do you think we should give thanks to God for? 

 • Write down their ideas. 

ASK: What do you think we should ask God for? 

 • Write down their ideas. 

 • On a separate piece of paper or on a whiteboard, work as a class to put the ideas 
together into a table blessing. 

Tip: Save the prayer you’ve written. It will be used during today’s Spiritual Practice 
time. 
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Peaceful Place 
Supplies: Class Pack—pp. 16 & 17; Leader Guide—pp. 4, 91; children’s books about 
Holy Week; images of the Last Supper; paper; pens; pencils; crayons; markers

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy the coloring sheet “Faith Word—Unit 1” (Leader 
Guide—p. 91), at least one per child. Place the coloring sheets and the suggested 
books and quiet toys in the Peaceful Place. Display the “Wonder Wall” (Class Pack).

 • Allow children who want or need a quieter activity to visit the Peaceful Place.

Tip: See page 4 for more information. The children may gaze at the Wonder Wall and 
wonder about images or write or draw about one or more images.

Go in Peace 
Spiritual Practice––Exploring Remembrance Through 
Ritual
Supplies: Leader Guide—pp. 89, 90; LED candle; table blessing (written earlier); 
bread; water; paper cups; paper plates

Prepare Ahead: Check for allergies before serving the bread. Photocopy 
“Celebration Chart” (Leader Guide—p. 89) and “Lent Family Letter” (Leader 
Guide—p. 90) for children who haven’t received them yet. 

SAY: Today we’ve learned that Jesus and his disciples shared a special meal together. 
We’re going to have our own special meal called a love feast. A love feast is a ritual 
used in the early United Methodist Church. People would gather for a simple meal of 
bread and water and share good things that God had done in their lives. 

 • Gather the children around the Wonder Table, and light the LED candle.

 • Place the bread and water on the table, and have the children say the table 
blessing you wrote together earlier. 

 • Have the children sit at a table in your classroom. 

 • Serve each child a cup of water and a piece of bread on a plate. 

 • While you enjoy the meal, go around the table and have each person say 
something good that God has done. 

PRAY: Thank you, God, for all your goodness. Amen.

 • Send “Celebration Chart” (Leader Guide—p. 89) and “Lent Family Letter” (Leader 
Guide—p. 90) home with children who did not receive them yet. 
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Modern Last Supper Menu

A P P E T I Z E R S

S I D E S

M A I N  C O U R S E 

D E S S E R T S

B E V E R A G E S
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Do this in remembrance of me. (Luke 22:19c)

Praying in the Garden –  
Luke 22:39-46

Prepare to Wonder 
Faith Word: REMEMBER
Our Bible story begins after Jesus and the disciples have shared the Last Supper 
and gone to the garden of Gethsemane so that Jesus can pray. He asks the disciples 
to pray also. Jesus knows his future and that his time on earth is growing short. He 
prays to God that, if possible, his suffering will be taken away, but he ultimately 
submits to God’s will by saying that he will accept God’s will even if it’s not what he 
wants. An angel appears to encourage Jesus, and then Jesus prays some more. After 
praying, Jesus goes back to where he left his disciples and finds them sleeping. He 
chastises them, asks them why they are sleeping, and again tells them to pray.

This story provides us with a model for prayer, in that Jesus takes his sadness and his 
fear and turns it over to God—as we are taught to do. Jesus asks for what he wants, 
but ultimately submits to what God wants—as we also are expected to do. Jesus 
goes to a special place to pray. 

You will want your children to know that no matter what is happening, they can pray 
to God and God will hear them. You’ll also want them to explore the idea of having 
a special prayer place, like Jesus did. This story is a pivotal moment in Jesus’ story, 
because it takes place just before his arrest, which ultimately will lead to his trial, 
death, and resurrection. 

Spiritual Practice for Adults 
This week, find or create a special place to pray, and pray there daily if you are 
able. Your space doesn’t have to be elaborate. You can pray in a nice spot in your 
backyard, a local park, or a comfortable space in your house. However, feel free to 
create a space wherever you are able. Consider where you feel most spiritual. Do 
you feel closer to God outside? Do you need quiet? Do you need the sounds of 
people or nature? Do you want to light a candle or read a devotion before you pray? 
Figure out what feels spiritual to you and makes you feel closer to God.
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Come Together 
Welcome to Wonder
Supplies: CEB Bibles; Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD; Activity Sheets—pp. 7-8; 
Class Pack—pp. 2 & 31, 15 & 18; Leader Guide—p. 4; CD player; small table; purple 
cloth; LED candle; Wonder Box; paper; pens; pencils; crayons; markers; scissors

Prepare Ahead: Set up a Wonder Table (see Leader Guide—p. 4), and place on it 
a purple cloth and an LED candle. Write a short prayer for your class, put it in the 
Wonder Box, and place the box on the Wonder Table. Post the Attendance Chart 
(Class Pack—pp. 2 & 31) where the children can reach it.

 • Play “Celebrate Wonder” (CD) as the children arrive. 

 • Greet each child, and show the children where to mark the Attendance Chart. 

 • Give each child this week’s Activity Sheet. Help the children interact with the 
activities on each page.

Tip: Create your own Wonder Wall (see Class Pack—pp. 15 & 18). 

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 86, Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD, CD player

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Song Sheet—Unit 1” for each child. 

 • Gather the children around the Wonder Table, and hand out the Song Sheets.

 • Play “Remember Your Love” from the CD. Invite the children to sing and celebrate.

Wonder Time 
Share a Story 
Supplies: CEB Bible, Class Pack—pp. 10 & 23, Celebrate Wonder DVD, TV, DVD 
player, paper, pencils, scissors

 • Lay the Unit 1 Wonder Story Mat on a table or on the floor.

 • Cut paper into small slips, and give each child a slip of paper and a pencil. 

 • Invite the children to write a place they like to pray and put it on the mat near 
Jesus praying.

 • Read the Bible story, Luke 22:39-46

 • Watch the Session 3 video on the DVD.
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Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack—insert, pp. 6 & 27, 11 & 22; Wonder Box (containing the written 
prayer)

Prepare Ahead: Post the “Faith Word Poster—Unit 1” (Class Pack—pp. 6 & 27) and 
the “Bible Verse Poster—Unit 1” (Class Pack—pp. 11 & 22). Get the Wonder Cube 
(Class Pack—insert).

 • Read the Bible verse from the poster, and have the children read it aloud together.

 • Let a child roll the Wonder Cube. Have the children answer the question about the 
Bible story. Interact with the Wonder Cube as long as time allows.

 • Pick up the Wonder Box, and place it in front of the children.

SAY: Today’s faith word is Remember. 

 • Point at the faith word poster, and share the definition.

SAY: The definition of Remember is “to think about and not forget our faith.”

 • Wonder together: 

 ❍ Why do you think Jesus chose to pray in a garden?

 ❍  Why do you think Jesus took his friends with him when he went to 
pray?

 ❍  Do you think it was hard for Jesus to accept that God’s will might 
not be what he wanted? When have you found it hard to accept a 
situation in your life? What helped you?

 • Open the Wonder Box and reveal the object.

SAY: I wrote a prayer for our class.

 • Read the prayer aloud.

WONDER: Why do you think it’s important to support one another through prayer?

Experience Wonder 
Decorate the Table (Collaborative Creative Expression)
Supplies: art supplies of your choosing

SAY: In our Bible story, Jesus has a special place to pray. Today, we’re going to 
decorate our Wonder Table and make it a special place for prayer. 

 • Distribute art supplies, and the let the children decorate the Wonder Table 
however they would like. 
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Prayer Stations (Spiritual Practice)
Supplies: supplies of your choosing, note cards, marker

Prepare Ahead: Create three to five prayer stations in your classroom. Ideas include 
an indoor garden, LED candle station, prayer wall, praying in color station, listening 
station (with spiritual music and headphones), and labyrinth station. Write out an 
instruction card for each station.

ASK: Did you know that there are many ways to pray? 

SAY: We’re going to try some of them now.

 • Have the children rotate through the stations as your time permits. Remember, the 
important thing is that the children try some different types of prayer. Help them as 
needed, but don’t be overly concerned that they do things perfectly.

Tip: Be sure to have a method of signaling when it’s time for the children to change 
stations. Let the children know what the signal will be. This will help avoid pileups at 
popular stations. 

Prayer Jar (Craft)
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 24, mason jars (one for each child), large wooden craft 
sticks, permanent markers, variety of other art supplies (such as crayons, scissors, 
paper, glue, and ribbon)

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Prayer Jar” for each child. 

SAY: Today, we learned about different ways and places to pray. Let’s create some 
ways to remind ourselves to pray during the day. 

 • Let the children decorate their jars in any way they choose using the art supplies. 

 • Then hand out copies of “Prayer Jar,” and have the children write each prayer idea 
on a craft sticks and place the craft sticks in their jars. (They also may decorate the 
craft sticks, if they would like and if time permits.)

SAY: When you’re at home, you may pull one of these sticks from the jar and pray in 
the way it describes.
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Peaceful Place 
Supplies: Class Pack—pp. 16 & 17; Leader Guide—pp. 4, 91; children’s books about 
Holy Week and prayer; supplies for quiet prayer activities (such as labyrinths or 
praying in color); paper; pens; pencils; crayons; markers

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy the coloring sheet “Faith Word—Unit 1” (Leader 
Guide—p. 91), at least one per child. Place the coloring sheets and the suggested 
books and quiet toys in the Peaceful Place. Display the “Wonder Wall” (Class Pack).

 • Allow children who want or need a quieter activity to visit the Peaceful Place.

Tip: See page 4 for more information. The children may gaze at the Wonder Wall and 
wonder about images or write or draw about one or more images.

Go in Peace 
Spiritual Practice––Exploring Remembrance Through 
Ritual
Supplies: Leader Guide—pp. 89, 90; LED candle

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Celebration Chart” (Leader Guide—p. 89) and “Lent 
Family Letter” (Leader Guide—p. 90) for children who haven’t received them yet. 

SAY: We’re going to use the Wonder Table as part of our prayer ritual. 

 • Gather the children around the Wonder Table, and light the LED candle.

SAY: We’re going to remind ourselves that Jesus wanted his friends with him in 
prayer by praying together. 

 • Have the children move away from the Wonder Table. Then have them go in pairs 
to the Wonder Table and pray together silently. (Or you may have them pray for 
one another.) 

 • After each pair of children has had a turn, have them return to their original places. 

 • Repeat until all children have had a turn. 

PRAY: God, we thank you for giving us friends to pray with. Amen.

 • Send “Celebration Chart” (Leader Guide—p. 89) and “Lent Family Letter” (Leader 
Guide—p. 90) home with children who did not receive them yet. 
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Prayer Jar

Pray outside.

Pray a bedtime prayer.

Pray a start-of-the-day prayer. 

Stop and pray any time. 

Pray a table blessing.

Thank God for three things  
at any point during the day.

Pray during a car or bus ride.

24Celebrate Wonder: Ages 9+ 
Leader Guide • Spring 2021 • Session 3

Permission is granted to duplicate this page 
for local church use only. © 2020 Cokesbury.

TM

9781791001445_INT_003.indd   24 9/28/20   8:35 AM



Do this in remembrance of me. (Luke 22:19c)

Jesus Enters Jerusalem –  
Matthew 21:1-11

Prepare to Wonder 
Faith Word: REMEMBER
Today is Palm Sunday, when Jesus entered Jerusalem. Jesus asked the disciples to 
go into a village and get a donkey for him to ride into Jerusalem. This was done “to 
fulfill what the prophet said” (verse 4) about the Messiah’s arrival. The prophecy says, 

“Look, your king is coming to you, humble and riding on a donkey” (verse 5b). The 
disciples did as Jesus asked. They covered the donkey with their clothes, and Jesus 
sat on them. 

As Jesus approached Jerusalem, crowds gathered on the road to greet him as 
people greeted kings in those days, by spreading their clothes on the road for him 
to walk on along with palm branches cut from nearby trees. The waving of palms was 
a traditional greeting for royalty in that time and area as well. As Jesus passed, the 
crowds shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessings on the one who comes in 
the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” (verse 9). Hosanna was originally a 
prayer, but over time became a festive shout. 

Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem is the traditional start of Holy Week. You’ll want your 
children to understand that these events fulfill the prophesies about the coming 
of the Messiah. We also focus on the ritual of joyfully welcoming others as a way of 
remembering Jesus. 

Spiritual Practice for Adults 
This week, practice joyfully welcoming others on a regular basis. Find special ways 
to welcome your family home at the end of the day. Make a point of offering a warm 
greeting to neighbors and coworkers. It doesn’t have to be a dramatic welcome. 
You simply may focus on smiling and giving your full attention to those who enter 
your presence. At the end of the week, ask yourself these questions: Did changing 
the way you welcomed others change your mood? If so, how? Did it change how 
others interacted with you? If so, in what ways? How can you make joyful greeting an 
effortless daily ritual? 
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Come Together 
Welcome to Wonder
Supplies: CEB Bibles; Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD; Activity Sheets—
pp. 9-10; Class Pack—pp. 2 & 31, 15 & 18; Leader Guide—p. 4; CD player; small 
table; purple cloth; LED candle; Wonder Box; palm leaf; pens; pencils; markers

Prepare Ahead: Set up a Wonder Table (see Leader Guide—p. 4), and place on it a 
purple cloth and an LED candle. Put the palm leaf in the Wonder Box, and place the 
box on the Wonder Table. Post the Attendance Chart (Class Pack—pp. 2 & 31) where 
the children can reach it.

 • Play “Celebrate Wonder” (CD) as the children arrive. 

 • Greet each child, and show the children where to mark the Attendance Chart. 

 • Give each child this week’s Activity Sheet. Help the children interact with the 
activities on each page.

Tip: Create your own Wonder Wall (see Class Pack—pp. 15 & 18). 

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 86, Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD, CD player

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Song Sheet—Unit 1” for each child. 

 • Gather the children around the Wonder Table, and hand out the Song Sheets.

 • Play “Remember Your Love” from the CD. Invite the children to sing and celebrate.

Wonder Time 
Share a Story 
Supplies: CEB Bible, Class Pack—pp. 10 & 23, Celebrate Wonder DVD, TV, DVD 
player, paper, pencils, scissors

 • Lay the Unit 1 Wonder Story Mat on a table or on the floor.

 • Cut paper into small slips, and give each child a slip of paper and a pencil. 

 • Invite the children to write something that makes them feel welcome and put it on 
the mat near Jesus riding on a donkey.

 • Read the Bible story, Matthew 21:1-11

 • Watch the Session 4 video on the DVD.
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Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack—insert, pp. 6 & 27, 11 & 22; Wonder Box (containing palm leaf)

Prepare Ahead: Post the “Faith Word Poster—Unit 1” (Class Pack—pp. 6 & 27) and 
the “Bible Verse Poster—Unit 1” (Class Pack—pp. 11 & 22). Get the Wonder Cube 
(Class Pack—insert).

 • Read the Bible verse from the poster, and have the children read it aloud together.

 • Let a child roll the Wonder Cube. Have the children answer the question about the 
Bible story. Interact with the Wonder Cube as long as time allows.

 • Pick up the Wonder Box, and place it in front of the children.

SAY: Today’s faith word is Remember. 

 • Point at the faith word poster, and share the definition.

SAY: The definition of Remember is “to think about and not forget our faith.”

 • Wonder together: 

 ❍ What do you think Jesus was thinking when he entered Jerusalem?

 ❍  What do you think the crowds of people thought then they saw 
Jesus?

 ❍  What is the most special and memorable welcome you’ve ever 
received?

 • Open the Wonder Box and reveal the object.

WONDER: If you had to pick a plant or flower to wave or lay on the ground for Jesus 
to walk on today, what would you choose and why?

Experience Wonder 
Classmate Welcome Ritual (Collaboration)
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 30, pencils

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Welcome Ritual Cheat Sheet” for each child. 

SAY: Let’s see if we can come up with some special ways to welcome one another 
when we come to class.

 • Distribute copies of “Welcome Ritual Cheat Sheet” and pencils. 

 • Have the children form pairs. Have each pair develop a special way of greeting 
each other. It could be a hand motion, movement, or spoken words. 
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 • Let them write on their cheat sheet hints to help them remember their greeting for 
their partner.

 • Then have them swap partners and develop a different greeting with their new 
partner. Continue swapping partners until all children have come up with a special 
greeting for one another. (If you have a large class, you may limit the swaps to a 
number of your choosing.)

 • If you have time, do a round of speed greeting without the cheat sheets to see if 
the children remember them all.

Classroom Welcome Mat (Collaborative Art)
Supplies: table covering; paint smocks; plain, light-colored door mat; acrylic paint; 
paper plates; foam brushes; handwashing supplies

Prepare Ahead: Cover the table. 

SAY: Let’s make a welcome mat to welcome others to our classroom.

 • Pour a little bit of each paint color onto separate paper plates.

 • Hand out the paint smocks for the children to put on.

 • Use a foam brush to write the word “Welcome” in the middle of the mat.

 • Let each child dip one hand, palm down, into the paint and make a handprint on 
the mat. Optional: Let the children paint a partner’s palm using a foam brush and 
then make their handprints. 

 • Have the children wash their hands thoroughly immediately after painting. 

 • Set the mat aside to dry. 

SAY: Now when visitors come to our classroom, it will be like we’re all waving hello!

Plan a Modern Welcome for Jesus (Collaboration)
Supplies: large paper and markers or whiteboard and dry-erase markers, art supplies 
of your choosing

ASK: If Jesus came to town today, how would you like to welcome him?

 • Use the large paper or whiteboard to brainstorm ideas, such as posters, banners, 
confetti. Be open to ideas beyond making things, such as singing or dancing. 

 • Take a class vote on what you will do or create.

 • Create things or practice as necessary. 

Tip: Keep any items created on hand for use during the Spiritual Practice time. 
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Peaceful Place 
Supplies: Class Pack—pp. 16 & 17; Leader Guide—pp. 4, 91; children’s books about 
Holy Week; celebration supplies (such as party hats, confetti, quiet party favors); 
paper; pens; pencils; crayons; markers

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy the coloring sheet “Faith Word—Unit 1” (Leader 
Guide—p. 91), at least one per child. Place the coloring sheets and the suggested 
books and quiet toys in the Peaceful Place. Display the “Wonder Wall” (Class Pack).

 • Allow children who want or need a quieter activity to visit the Peaceful Place.

Tip: See page 4 for more information. The children may gaze at the Wonder Wall and 
wonder about images or write or draw about one or more images.

Go in Peace 
Spiritual Practice––Exploring Remembrance Through 
Ritual
Supplies: Leader Guide—pp. 89, 90; LED candle; any items made during “Plan a 
Modern Welcome for Jesus”

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Celebration Chart” (Leader Guide—p. 89) and “Lent 
Family Letter” (Leader Guide—p. 90) for children who haven’t received them yet. 

ASK: Did you know that Jesus is considered the Light of the world? When we light a 
candle during a spiritual practice, it is a way of remembering Jesus. 

SAY: Let’s light our candle. 

 • Gather the children around the Wonder Table, and light the LED candle.

SAY: Now that we have lighted our candle, let’s carry out the welcome we prepared 
for Jesus earlier as though Jesus is here with us! Praise Jesus as if he is walking into 
our Sunday school space.

WONDER: What might you say or do?

 • Invite the children to celebrate Jesus.

SAY: That was great! Now let us close in prayer.

PRAY: God, thank you for sending Jesus to us. Amen.

 • Send “Celebration Chart” (Leader Guide—p. 89) and “Lent Family Letter” (Leader 
Guide—p. 90) home with children who did not receive them yet.
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Welcome Ritual Cheat Sheet

Name:

Hints: 

Name:

Hints: 

Name:

Hints: 

Name:

Hints: 

Name:

Hints: 

Name:

Hints: 

Name:

Hints: 

Name:

Hints: 

Name:

Hints: 

Name:

Hints: 
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The community of believers was one in heart and mind. (Acts 4:32a)

Resurrection – Matthew 28:1-10

Prepare to Wonder 
Faith Word: SHARE
Happy Resurrection Day! Our Bible story begins as two of the women of the 
community of believers who were close to Jesus arrive at Jesus’ tomb. There is a 
great earthquake. The women are met by an angel, who rolls the stone away from 
the tomb. The men guarding the tomb are so afraid that they shake with fear. The 
women �nd the tomb empty, and Jesus is nowhere around. The angel tells the 
women not to be afraid and explains that Jesus is not there, because he has been 
raised from the dead. 

The women leave the tomb and go to tell the disciples what they saw and that Jesus 
is alive. On their way, they meet Jesus and are greeted by him. The women fall to the 
ground at his feet and worship him. Jesus tells them not to be afraid, but to go and 
tell his disciples that he is going to Galilee and will see them there. 

This week’s Bible story offers an opportunity to focus on sharing the good news of 
Jesus. You’ll want your children to know that everyone, no matter how big or small, 
can witness to others about the good news of Christ. In addition, this is a time of 
celebration of Jesus’ resurrection, and we should rejoice in the good news ourselves.

Spiritual Practice for Adults 
This week, focus on celebrating Jesus’ resurrection as a way of being a witness. 
Perhaps you can help your children better understand the joy of Jesus’ resurrection 
by sharing the story with your children at home. You also can plan and prepare to 
brighten Resurrection Day for friends and neighbors with cards, Easter lilies, or a 
special Easter treat (where appropriate). Involve your family in making and delivering 
everything. What way of sharing the love of Christ with others on Resurrection Day 
speaks to you most?
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Come Together 
Welcome to Wonder
Supplies: CEB Bibles; Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD; Activity Sheets—pp. 11-
12; Class Pack—pp. 2 & 31, 15 & 18; Leader Guide—p. 4; CD player; small table; 
white cloth; LED candle; Wonder Box; egg; star confetti; markers; scissors; glue sticks

Prepare Ahead: Set up a Wonder Table (see Leader Guide—p. 4), and place on it a 
white cloth and an LED candle. Put the egg in the Wonder Box, and place the box 
on the Wonder Table. Decorate the table with star confetti. Post the Attendance 
Chart (Class Pack—pp. 2 & 31) where the children can reach it.

 • Play “Celebrate Wonder” (CD) as the children arrive. 

 • Greet each child, and show the children where to mark the Attendance Chart. 

 • Give each child this week’s Activity Sheet. Provide scissors and glue sticks. Help as 
needed with the craft activity.

Tip: Create your own Wonder Wall (see Class Pack—pp. 15 & 18). 

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 87, Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD, CD player

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Song Sheet—Unit 2” for each child. 

 • Gather the children around the Wonder Table, and hand out the Song Sheets.

 • Play “Tell Somebody” from the CD, and invite the children to sing and celebrate.

Wonder Time 
Share a Story 
Supplies: CEB Bible, Class Pack—pp. 12 & 21, Celebrate Wonder DVD, TV, DVD 
player, paper, pencils, scissors

 • Lay the Unit 2 Wonder Story Mat on a table or on the �oor.

 • Cut paper into small slips, and give each child a slip of paper and a pencil. 

 • Ask the children to write a way that they can share about Jesus with others and 
place it on the upper-left quadrant of the mat. 

 • Read the Bible story, Matthew 28:1-10.

 • Watch the Session 5 video on the DVD.
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Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack—insert, pp. 8 & 25, 13 & 20; Leader Guide—p. 95; Wonder Box 
(containing an egg)

Prepare Ahead: Post the “Faith Word Poster—Unit 2” (Class Pack—pp. 8 & 25) and 
the “Bible Verse Poster—Unit 2” (Class Pack—pp. 13 & 20). Get the Wonder Cube 
(Class Pack—insert).

 • Read the Bible verse from the poster, and have the children read it aloud together.

 • Let a child roll the Wonder Cube. Have the children answer the question about the 
Bible story. Interact with the Wonder Cube as long as time allows.

 • Pick up the Wonder Box, and place it in front of the children.

SAY: Today’s faith word is Share. 

 • Point at the faith word poster, and share the de�nition.

SAY: The de�nition of Share is “to offer God’s blessings to others.”

 • Wonder together: 

 ❍  How do you think the women’s faces looked when they saw the angel 
at the tomb? (Let the children make faces.)

 ❍  How do you think the guards’ faces looked when they saw the angel? 
(Let the children make faces.)

 ❍  Why do you think the angel asked the women to tell the disciples 
that Jesus had been raised from the dead?

 ❍  Why do you think it’s important for us to tell people about Jesus 
today?

 • Open the Wonder Box and reveal the object.

WONDER: Why do you think eggs became a tradition at Easter? 

 • Read “Easter Eggs” (Leader Guide), and let the children ask questions.

Experience Wonder 
Easter Card (Art)
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 36, whiteboard and dry-erase marker, crayons, markers, 
scissors

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Easter Card” (Leader Guide) for each child.
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SAY: We’re going to make Easter cards for our church family!

 • Distribute copies of “Easter Card” and art supplies. Instruct the children to fold the 
card in half, write a message on the inside, and decorate the card.

 • Write on the whiteboard suggestions of words the children can write in the cards, 
such as “Happy Easter,” “Happy Resurrection Day,” “He Is Risen.”

Share the Message (Game)
Supplies: plastic eggs, two Easter baskets

Prepare Ahead: Hide plastic eggs around the room. 

SAY: Our Bible story is about sharing the news of Jesus’ resurrection. Let’s play a 
game to see how fast we can spread the word to our classmates.

ASK: Have you ever heard the traditional greeting on Easter, “He is risen!” and the 
response, “He is risen, indeed!”?

SAY: This often is said among Christians as a way of sharing the news of Resurrection 
Day. We’re going to play a game where we will say these phrases.

 • Have the children form two teams and set themselves up in relay lines. Give each 
team a basket. 

 • Have the �rst child in each line quickly �nd three eggs, place them in the basket, 
and hurry back to his or her next teammate. Then say, “He is risen!” and hand 
off the basket. The child receiving the basket should say in response, “He is risen, 
indeed!” The child handing off the basket may then sit down. 

 • The goal is to see which team can get all of their members through the relay the 
fastest. If a child forgets to say, “He is risen!” or “He is risen, indeed!” he or she 
must go to the end of the line, which will add on to the time it will take for his or 
her team to complete the relay. 

Good News Wall (Collaborative Art)
Supplies: paper, crayons, markers, stickers, scissors, hanging materials (such as a 
stapler, tape, putty, or thumbtacks, depending on your surface)

Prepare Ahead: Clear a wall or a bulletin board.

SAY: Let’s decorate a space where we can share our good news.

ASK: How do you think we should decorate our space. 

 • Once the children agree, let them work together to decorate the wall or board.

Tip: You will use this space during the Spiritual Practice time. 
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Peaceful Place 
Supplies: Class Pack—pp. 16 & 17; Leader Guide—pp. 4, 92; children’s books about 
Easter; plastic eggs; stickers; paper; pens; pencils; crayons; markers

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy the coloring sheet “Faith Word—Unit 2” (Leader 
Guide—p. 92), at least one per child. Place the coloring sheets and the suggested 
books and quiet toys in the Peaceful Place. Display the “Wonder Wall” (Class Pack).

 • Allow children who want or need a quieter activity to visit the Peaceful Place.

Tip: See page 4 for more information. The children may gaze at the Wonder Wall and 
wonder about images or write or draw about one or more images.

Go in Peace 
Spiritual Practice––Sharing the Good News Through 
Witness
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 89, LED candle, paper, scissors, crayons, markers, 
hanging materials (such as a stapler, tape, putty, or thumbtacks, depending on your 
surface)

Prepare Ahead: Cut each sheet of paper into four pieces. Photocopy “Celebration 
Chart” (Leader Guide) for children who haven’t received it yet. 

 • Gather the children around the Wonder Table, and light the LED candle.

SAY: Our faith word for today is Share. Let’s do a spiritual practice in which we will 
share some good news about our lives and put it on our Good News Wall. 

 • Distribute the paper, crayons, and markers.

 • Let the children write or draw their good news. 

 • Have each child share what he or she wrote or drew.

 • Help the children hang their paper on the Good News Wall.

PRAY: Thank you, God, for all of the good things you have done for me and for my 
friends. Amen. 

 • Send “Celebration Chart” home with children who did not receive it yet. 
Encourage the children and their families to use the “Celebration Chart” and to 
read together the Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book (if purchased).
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Easter Card

✃
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The community of believers was one in heart and mind. (Acts 4:32a)

The Great Commission –  
Matthew 28:16-20

Prepare to Wonder 
Faith Word: SHARE
This week, we’re learning about the Great Commission, or Jesus’ ongoing ministry 
through his followers. A commission is a call to something God wants you to do. 
God commissions all of us to share Jesus with the whole world. We do this in many 
ways, such as ministry and showing kindness, love, and respect. We are called to go 
and baptize, teach, and serve others. These were central actions in Jesus’ ministry.

In the story, Jesus commissions his disciples with the task of forming a community of 
believers. This community is to embody Jesus’ presence in the world to strengthen 
and guide God’s children. However, some of the disciples express doubt. They are 
still having trouble grasping the mystery of the Resurrection. While some worship 
Jesus immediately, others have questions. There are many times in the Gospels when 
the disciples express doubt or disbelief even though they are devoted to Jesus. So it 
is natural that we, Jesus’ modern disciples, also experience some doubt. Just like the 
disciples before us, we have to accept a little mystery with our faith. Like them, we 
must accept that there are some answers we don’t have and some things that can’t 
be explained. Jesus knows this is a lot for the disciples to take in, and he promises to 
be with them always as they spread the gospel. 

Just as Jesus was with the disciples in their ministry then, Jesus continues to be 
with all of us as we seek to build the community of believers today. You’ll want your 
children to know that they are commissioned too. Most of all, you’ll want them to 
know that, like the disciples in the Bible, Jesus is with them. 

Spiritual Practice for Adults 
This week, reflect your commission. Is there something specific that you feel God 
is calling you to do in ministry? Even if you aren’t ready to answer that call yet, 
take some time to think about it. Then journal about it. If you are ready to move 
forward, write out a plan for answering your call. Do you need to take a class? talk to 
someone at your church? What can you begin to do to prepare to answer your call?
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Come Together 
Welcome to Wonder
Supplies: CEB Bibles; Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD; Activity Sheets—pp. 13-
14; Class Pack—pp. 2 & 31, 15 & 18; Leader Guide—p. 4; CD player; small table; 
white cloth; LED candle; Wonder Box; microphone; pencils; markers; crayons

Prepare Ahead: Set up a Wonder Table (see Leader Guide—p. 4), and place on it a 
white cloth and an LED candle. Put the microphone in the Wonder Box, and place 
the box on the Wonder Table. Post the Attendance Chart (Class Pack—pp. 2 & 31) 
where the children can reach it.

 • Play “Celebrate Wonder” (CD) as the children arrive. 

 • Greet each child, and show the children where to mark the Attendance Chart. 

 • Give each child this week’s Activity Sheet. Help the children interact with the 
activities on each page.

Tip: Create your own Wonder Wall (see Class Pack—pp. 15 & 18). 

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 87, Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD, CD player

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Song Sheet—Unit 2” for each child. 

 • Gather the children around the Wonder Table, and hand out the Song Sheets.

 • Play “Tell Somebody” from the CD, and invite the children to sing and celebrate.

Wonder Time 
Share a Story 
Supplies: CEB Bible, Class Pack—pp. 12 & 21, Celebrate Wonder DVD, TV, DVD 
player, paper, pencils, scissors

 • Lay the Unit 2 Wonder Story Mat on a table or on the floor.

 • Cut paper into small slips, and give each child a slip of paper and a pencil. 

 • Ask the children to write what they think the word commission means and place it 
on the upper-right quadrant of the mat.

 • Read the Bible story, Matthew 28:16-20.

 • Watch the Session 6 video on the DVD.
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Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack—insert, pp. 8 & 25, 13 & 20; Wonder Box (containing a 
microphone)

Prepare Ahead: Post the “Faith Word Poster—Unit 2” (Class Pack—pp. 8 & 25) and 
the “Bible Verse Poster—Unit 2” (Class Pack—pp. 13 & 20). Get the Wonder Cube 
(Class Pack—insert).

 • Read the Bible verse from the poster, and have the children read it aloud together.

 • Let a child roll the Wonder Cube. Have the children answer the question about the 
Bible story. Interact with the Wonder Cube as long as time allows.

 • Pick up the Wonder Box, and place it in front of the children.

SAY: Today’s faith word is Share. 

 • Point at the faith word poster, and share the definition.

SAY: The definition of Share is “to offer God’s blessings to others.”

 • Wonder together: 

 ❍  What would you have done if you saw Jesus after his resurrection 
from the dead?

 ❍ Would you have asked Jesus any questions? If so, what?

 ❍  What kinds of things do you think we are called to do to build a 
community of believers in Jesus?

 • Open the Wonder Box and reveal the object.

WONDER: How can we share about Jesus by using a microphone?

Experience Wonder 
Pass the Mic (Public Speaking)
Supplies: microphone (from the Wonder Box)

SAY: Let’s practice telling others about Jesus. 

ASK: If you had to tell someone who knew nothing about Jesus who Jesus is, what 
would you say?

SAY: Let’s see how many different things we can think of to say about Jesus. 

 • Have a child say something about Jesus into the microphone, and then pass the 
microphone to the next child. That child should say something about Jesus without 
repeating what the first child said. Continue passing the microphone to each child.
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Great Commission Tweets (Writing)
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 42, pencils, crayons, markers

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Great Commission Tweets” for each child. 

ASK: How many of you know what a tweet is? A tweet is a social media post that tells 
a story in 280 characters (letters and symbols) or fewer. 

ASK: Do you think you could tell today’s Bible story in 280 characters or fewer?

SAY: Let’s try it! Remember, 280 characters (not words) or fewer. After you write your 
tweet, draw a picture to go along with it. 

 • Give each child a copy of “Great Commission Tweets,” a pencil, crayons, and 
markers. 

 • Let the children work on their tweets and pictures.

 • Have each child read his or her tweet aloud.

Community of Believers Tag (Game)
Prepare Ahead: Clear a space for playing, or locate an open space at your church 
that is available for use.

SAY: Today, we learned about how Jesus gave the disciples the task of growing the 
community of believers. Let’s see if we can grow a group of believers in our class. 

 • Ask for a volunteer to be IT. Have the remaining children move quickly around the 
room.

 • A child will be considered tagged if IT taps him or her on the shoulder and says, 
“Jesus loves you.” That child will join IT by linking arms and helping tag another 
child.

 • Continue until all children have been tagged.

Tip: If linking arms and tapping on the shoulder are not options, let the children 
simply walk together at an acceptable distance and invite others to join them 
verbally. 
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Peaceful Place 
Supplies: Class Pack—pp. 16 & 17; Leader Guide—pp. 4, 92; children’s books about 
Jesus; maps and globes; paper; pens; pencils; crayons; markers

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy the coloring sheet “Faith Word—Unit 2” (Leader 
Guide—p. 92), at least one per child. Place the coloring sheets and the suggested 
books and quiet toys in the Peaceful Place. Display the “Wonder Wall” (Class Pack).

 • Allow children who want or need a quieter activity to visit the Peaceful Place.

Tip: See page 4 for more information. The children may gaze at the Wonder Wall and 
wonder about images or write or draw about one or more images.

Go in Peace 
Spiritual Practice––Sharing the Good News Through 
Witness
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 89, LED candle

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Celebration Chart” (Leader Guide) for children who 
haven’t received it yet. 

 • Gather the children around the Wonder Table, and light the LED candle.

SAY: Today, we learned about how Jesus commissioned (or called) the disciples and 
us to build a community of believers by showing the love of Jesus to others.

ASK: How do you think you are called or able to show others the love of Jesus?

SAY: Let’s each say one way we can share the love of Jesus with others. 

 • Go around the circle, and have each child speak. 

 • Continue until all the children have had a turn.

 • Then pray together.

PRAY: Thank you, God, for calling us and trusting us to share your love with others. 
Amen.

 • Send “Celebration Chart” home with children who did not receive it yet.
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Great Commission Tweets

42Celebrate Wonder: Ages 9+ 
Leader Guide • Spring 2021 • Session 6

Permission is granted to duplicate this page 
for local church use only. © 2020 Cokesbury.

TM

9781791001445_INT_006.indd   42 9/28/20   8:30 AM



The community of believers was one in heart and mind. (Acts 4:32a)

Peter and John – Acts 3:1-10

Prepare to Wonder 
Faith Word: SHARE
Today’s story is about healing a man who is crippled. The man sits by the temple gate 
each day and begs people for money. When he sees Peter and John, he immediately 
asks them for money (or a “gift”). However, Peter tells the man that they have no 
money for him and instead offers him something better. Peter commands the man to 
rise up in the name of Jesus and then pulls him up by the hand. The man is healed 
by the power of Jesus and begins to walk, leap, and praise God. He even joins Peter 
and John in the temple. People are amazed to see this man, who was unable to 
move on his own for so long, up and moving about freely. 

Like many healing stories in the Bible, this story demonstrates Jesus’ healing power. 
It’s an example of how sharing Jesus changes someone’s life. Not only did the man 
in this story get healed, he shows his faith by joining Peter and John in the temple. 
More importantly, other people witness the power of Jesus. Witnessing such a thing 
surely inspired faith. Much like when we witness to others about the good news of 
Jesus, we increase the faith of those we witness to. 

Like many stories of this type, there is much that cannot be explained. The children 
in your class may be amazed, like the people who witnessed the man’s healing were. 
The children may have questions about how the healing happened. You’ll want them 
to know that, even though we may not know how Jesus does all he does, we still can 
witness to the wonder of his power and goodness. 

Spiritual Practice for Adults 
This week, be a witness to the love of Christ to people who are sick and shut 
in. Though we may not be able to heal everyone, we can share the love of Christ 
with others during times of sickness. Send cards to those in your church or wider 
community who are sick and shut in. Be sure to write a short note in each card to let 
the person know that she or he is loved, remembered, and prayed for.
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Come Together 
Welcome to Wonder
Supplies: CEB Bibles; Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD; Activity Sheets—pp. 15-
16; Class Pack—pp. 2 & 31, 15 & 18; Leader Guide—p. 4; CD player; small table; 
white cloth; LED candle; Wonder Box; offering plate; pens; pencils; markers

Prepare Ahead: Set up a Wonder Table (see Leader Guide—p. 4), and place on it a 
white cloth and an LED candle. Put the offering plate in the Wonder Box, and place 
the box on the Wonder Table. Post the Attendance Chart (Class Pack—pp. 2 & 31) 
where the children can reach it.

 • Play “Celebrate Wonder” (CD) as the children arrive. 

 • Greet each child, and show the children where to mark the Attendance Chart. 

 • Give each child this week’s Activity Sheet. Help the children interact with the 
activities on each page.

Tip: Create your own Wonder Wall (see Class Pack—pp. 15 & 18). 

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 87, Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD, CD player

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Song Sheet—Unit 2” for each child. 

 • Gather the children around the Wonder Table, and hand out the Song Sheets.

 • Play “Tell Somebody” from the CD, and invite the children to sing and celebrate.

Wonder Time 
Share a Story 
Supplies: CEB Bible, Class Pack—pp. 12 & 21, Celebrate Wonder DVD, TV, DVD 
player, paper, pencils, scissors

 • Lay the Unit 2 Wonder Story Mat on a table or on the �oor.

 • Cut paper into small slips, and give each child a slip of paper and a pencil. 

 • Ask the children to write what they can give to others if they don’t have money and 
place it on the lower-left quadrant of the mat.

 • Read the Bible story, Acts 3:1-10.

 • Watch the Session 7 video on the DVD.

44Celebrate Wonder: Ages 9+ 
Leader Guide • Spring 2021 • Session 7

Celebrate Wonder: Ages 9+ 
Leader Guide • Spring 2021 • Session 7

Permission is granted to duplicate this page 
for local church use only. © 2020 Cokesbury.

9781791001445_INT_007.indd   44 9/28/20   8:37 AM



Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack—insert, pp. 8 & 25, 13 & 20; Wonder Box (containing an 
offering plate)

Prepare Ahead: Post the “Faith Word Poster—Unit 2” (Class Pack—pp. 8 & 25) and 
the “Bible Verse Poster—Unit 2” (Class Pack—pp. 13 & 20). Get the Wonder Cube 
(Class Pack—insert).

 • Read the Bible verse from the poster, and have the children read it aloud together.

 • Let a child roll the Wonder Cube. Have the children answer the question about the 
Bible story. Interact with the Wonder Cube as long as time allows.

 • Pick up the Wonder Box, and place it in front of the children.

SAY: Today’s faith word is Share. 

 • Point at the faith word poster, and share the de�nition.

SAY: The de�nition of Share is “to offer God’s blessings to others.”

 • Wonder together: 

 ❍  What would you have said to a person like the man at the gate if you 
didn’t have any money to give him?

 ❍  How do you think the people who saw the man walking, leaping, and 
praising God were changed by witnessing his healing?

 ❍  If you had witnessed the healing, how would you have explained 
what you saw to other people?

 • Open the Wonder Box and reveal the object.

WONDER: What can you offer?
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Experience Wonder 
What Can You Offer? (Discussion)
Supplies: whiteboard and dry-erase markers

Prepare Ahead: Think about ways you can give when you don’t have a lot of money.

SAY: Today, we learned about how Peter and John showed a man the love and 
power of Jesus without giving money.

ASK: What are some ways we can give and share the love of Jesus with others when 
we don’t have money? 

 • Let the children call out responses, and write them on the board.

SAY: It looks like there are many ways to give without money!

My Sharing List (Re�ection)
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 48, pencils

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “My Sharing List” (Leader Guide) for each child. 

SAY: Now that we’ve learned a little bit about ways to share without money, let’s take 
some time to think about ways we already share with those in our lives or how we 
would like to share. 

 • Distribute copies of “My Sharing List” and pencils. 

 • Give the children time to �ll in their pages. 

 • Allow the children to share with the class what they have written. 

Walking, Leaping, and Praising (Game)
Prepare Ahead: Make sure you have some open �oor space for playing.

 • Invite a child to be IT. 

 • Ask IT to stand on one side of the room and everyone else to stand on the other 
side.  

 • When IT says, “Walking,” children will begin slowing walking toward IT. When IT 
says, “Leaping,” children will slowly leap toward IT. When IT says, “Praising God,” 
children will dance in place.

 • The �rst child to reach IT becomes the next IT, and the game starts over.

 • Play the game as long as time allows.
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Peaceful Place 
Supplies: Class Pack—pp. 16 & 17; Leader Guide—pp. 4, 92; children’s books about 
following Jesus; materials for making cards for sick people; paper; pens; pencils; 
crayons; markers

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy the coloring sheet “Faith Word—Unit 2” (Leader 
Guide—p. 92), at least one per child. Place the coloring sheets and the suggested 
books and quiet toys in the Peaceful Place. Display the “Wonder Wall” (Class Pack).

 • Allow children who want or need a quieter activity to visit the Peaceful Place.

Tip: See page 4 for more information. The children may gaze at the Wonder Wall and 
wonder about images or write or draw about one or more images.

Go in Peace 
Spiritual Practice––Sharing the Good News Through 
Witness
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 89, LED candle, offering plate, paper, pencils, crayons, 
markers

Prepare Ahead: Cut each sheet of paper into four pieces. Photocopy “Celebration 
Chart” (Leader Guide) for children who haven’t received it yet. 

 • Gather the children around the Wonder Table, and light the LED candle. Place the 
offering plate on the Wonder Table.

SAY: As our spiritual practice today, let’s each write or draw one thing we would like 
to offer to show others the love of Jesus that doesn’t involve money. 

 • Distribute the paper, pencils, crayons, and markers.

 • Have each child write or draw a response and place it in the offering plate. 

 • When all the children have placed their offering in the plate, pray together.

PRAY: Thank you, God, for showing us that we can show others your love without 
money. Bless our contributions today so that they may be used for the good of your 
kingdom. Amen.

 • Send “Celebration Chart” home with children who did not receive it yet.
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My Sharing List

I can give my family:

I can give my church family:

I can give my community:
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The community of believers was one in heart and mind. (Acts 4:32a)

Believers Share – Acts 4:32-37

Prepare to Wonder 
Faith Word: SHARE
This week’s story is from the Book of Acts. It highlights the way the early Christians 
worked together for the good of everyone in their community. It says they “held 
everything in common” rather than saying, “this is mine,” meaning that they shared. 
By doing this, they created a community where no one was needy. They even sold 
their properties and houses to add to the shared wealth of their community. Their 
shared resources were managed by the apostles, who distributed them to those in 
need. This was not mandatory, but people who were able did this to share. Sharing 
was a way of showing love and friendship. Our Bible verse (“The community of 
believers was one in heart and mind.”) comes from this segment of Scripture. 

You’ll want your children to know that sharing what you have with those in need 
is a tradition in the Christian faith. You’ll also want them to know that sharing is 
something that Christians still do in many different ways, inside and outside the 
church. Ask them to begin thinking of ways they can share or give to their community. 

We have seen in other stories that giving is not just about money or material things. 
This is important because children, who usually are not controllers of money or 
resources, may sometimes feel that they don’t have anything to give. Our spiritual 
practice is sharing the good news through witness. This story provides a great 
opportunity to talk about sharing the good news when you have nothing else to give.

Spiritual Practice for Adults 
This week, take time to consider ways you can share the love of Christ with others 
in non-material ways. This will aid you in helping the children see the ways they can 
give during your sessions. Can you help a friend, neighbor, or church family member 
with a chore? Can you spend time with someone who is lonely? Can you make a 
gesture of love toward someone who doesn’t know Christ? Do what you’re most 
comfortable with and what makes the most sense in your community. 
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Come Together 
Welcome to Wonder
Supplies: CEB Bibles; Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD; Activity Sheets—pp. 17-
18; Class Pack—pp. 2 & 31, 15 & 18; Leader Guide—p. 4; CD player; small table; 
white cloth; LED candle; Wonder Box; church directory or bulletin; pens; pencils; 
crayons; markers

Prepare Ahead: Set up a Wonder Table (see Leader Guide—p. 4), and place on it a 
white cloth and an LED candle. Put the church directory or bulletin in the Wonder 
Box, and place the box on the Wonder Table. Post the Attendance Chart (Class 
Pack—pp. 2 & 31) where the children can reach it.

 • Play “Celebrate Wonder” (CD) as the children arrive. 

 • Greet each child, and show the children where to mark the Attendance Chart. 

 • Give each child this week’s Activity Sheet. Help children interact with the activities.

Tip: Create your own Wonder Wall (see Class Pack—pp. 15 & 18). 

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 87, Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD, CD player

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Song Sheet—Unit 2” for each child. 

 • Gather the children around the Wonder Table, and hand out the Song Sheets.

 • Play “Tell Somebody” from the CD, and invite the children to sing and celebrate.

Wonder Time 
Share a Story 
Supplies: CEB Bible, Class Pack—pp. 12 & 21, Celebrate Wonder DVD, TV, DVD 
player, paper, pencils, scissors

 • Lay the Unit 2 Wonder Story Mat on a table or on the floor. 

 • Cut paper into small slips, and give each child a slip of paper and a pencil. 

 • Ask the children to write something they think we should share as a community and 
place it on the lower-right quadrant of the mat. 

 • Read the Bible story, Acts 4:32-37.

 • Watch the Session 8 video on the DVD.
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Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack—insert, pp. 8 & 25, 13 & 20; Wonder Box (containing a church 
directory or bulletin)

Prepare Ahead: Post the “Faith Word Poster—Unit 2” (Class Pack—pp. 8 & 25) and 
the “Bible Verse Poster—Unit 2” (Class Pack—pp. 13 & 20). Get the Wonder Cube 
(Class Pack—insert).

 • Read the Bible verse from the poster, and have the children read it aloud together.

 • Let a child roll the Wonder Cube. Have the children answer the question about the 
Bible story. Interact with the Wonder Cube as long as time allows.

 • Pick up the Wonder Box, and place it in front of the children.

SAY: Today’s faith word is Share. 

 • Point at the faith word poster, and share the definition.

SAY: The definition of Share is “to offer God’s blessings to others.”

 • Wonder together: 

 ❍  What do you think it was like to live in the community in our Bible 
story?

 ❍  Do you think you would find it easy or hard to share in the way that 
the believers in the story did? Why or why not?

 ❍ How can our community be more like the one we read about today?

 • Open the Wonder Box and reveal the object.

WONDER: How do you think this object represents our community of believers?

Experience Wonder 
I Can Share (Game)
Supplies: ball of yarn

SAY: Our Bible story is all about being in community and sharing. Being part of a 
community means that you are connected. Let’s play a game to remind us that we all 
can be connected through sharing. 

 • Have the children form a circle. 

 • Ask a child to toss the ball of yarn to another child while holding onto part of the 
yarn and say something he or she can share. Have the next child do the same. 

 • Continue until all children have had a turn and everyone is connected by the yarn. 
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Encourage Like Barnabas (Kindness)
Supplies: sticky notes, 11-by-17 printer paper, markers

SAY: Our Bible story tells us that Barnabas, a believer who sold his land and gave the 
community the money, also was known as an encourager. Encouragement is another 
way to give to others and to show them the love of Jesus. Let’s practice by giving 
one another compliments

 • Distribute to each child sticky notes (one fewer than the number of children), 
markers, and a piece of 11-by-17 paper. 

 • Have each child write her or his name on the paper. 

 • Ask each child to write a compliment for each child in the class on separate sticky 
notes and to place the compliments on the other children’s pieces of paper. At the 
end of class, each child should have a poster of compliments to take home. 

SAY: Now you have a reminder of the compliments your friends have shared about 
you to take home and hang up. Read it often as a reminder of how your friends have 
shared God’s love with you through their words. 

Sharing Drama (Storytelling/Drama)
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 54, scissors, improvised props from the classroom

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Sharing Drama” (Leader Guide), and cut apart the 
prompts.

SAY: Our Bible story is all about sharing. We’re going to form teams, and I’m 
going to give each team a scenario. Your team will need to come up with a skit that 
demonstrates sharing in that situation and act it out. Be creative. You can add any 
characters you would like. 

 • Give each team one of the scenarios, and give them time to work on a skit.

 • Let each group present their skit to the class. 

 • Discuss the different scenarios, and compare and contrast the different ways of 
sharing demonstrated in the dramas. 

Tip: If you have a larger class, it may be necessary to assign more than one group the 
same scenario. 
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Peaceful Place 
Supplies: Class Pack—pp. 16 & 17; Leader Guide—pp. 4, 92; children’s books about 
sharing; items to create care kits for those in need (small nonperishable snacks, 
bottled water, new socks, hygiene items, etc.); paper; pens; pencils; crayons; markers

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy the coloring sheet “Faith Word—Unit 2” (Leader 
Guide—p. 92), at least one per child. Place the coloring sheets and the suggested 
books and quiet toys in the Peaceful Place. Display the “Wonder Wall” (Class Pack).

 • Allow children who want or need a quieter activity to visit the Peaceful Place.

 • Encourage the children to put together care kits for those in need.

Tip: See page 4 for more information. The children may gaze at the Wonder Wall and 
wonder about images or write or draw about one or more images.

Go in Peace 
Spiritual Practice––Sharing the Good News Through 
Witness
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 89, LED candle

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Celebration Chart” (Leader Guide) for children who 
haven’t received it yet. 

 • Gather the children around the Wonder Table, and light the LED candle.

SAY: Our story today tells us how the community of early Christians shared 
everything for the good of the community. This was their way of sharing the love of 
Jesus. Let’s do an activity to share the love of Jesus with our classroom community.

 • Have the children form a circle. Take the LED candle from the Wonder table, and 
say the following phrase as you pass the candle to a child in the circle. 

SAY: I share the love of Christ with you. 

 • Have the children repeat your words and pass the candle until everyone has had a 
turn.

PRAY: Thank you, God, for allowing us to share the love of Jesus with one another. 
Amen.

 • Send “Celebration Chart” home with children who did not receive it yet.
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Sharing Drama

You notice a child going 
without lunch in the 
cafeteria for several days in 
a row. How can you help?

You notice that a friend in 
your class is wearing a coat 
that is falling apart. When 
you ask why, you learn that 
his or her family doesn’t 
have enough money for 
a new one. How can you 
help?

You notice that a classmate 
doesn’t have the necessary 
school supplies for several 
weeks after the beginning 
of the school year. How can 
you help?

You notice that the new kid 
in your class is always alone 
at recess. How can you 
help?

54Celebrate Wonder: Ages 9+ 
Leader Guide • Spring 2021 • Session 8

Permission is granted to duplicate this page 
for local church use only. © 2020 Cokesbury.

TM

9781791001445_INT_008.indd   54 9/28/20   8:39 AM



Love each other like the members of your family. (Romans 12:10a)

Choosing the Seven – Acts 6:1-7

Prepare to Wonder 
Faith Word: LOVE
This week, we explore a story about how the early Christians solve a con�ict. The 
Greek-speaking disciples are upset at the Aramaic-speaking disciples because the 
Greek-speaking widows are being overlooked in the daily food service. The Twelve 
call a meeting of all the disciples. The Twelve realize that they need to focus on 
prayer and proclaiming God’s word rather than on serving food, so they ask the 
community to select seven disciples from among themselves to serve. They specify 
that the “new disciples” must be wise and �lled with the Holy Spirit. This proposal 
pleases the whole community. The community selects seven people and presents 
them to the Twelve, who pray for them and lay hands on them. God’s word continues 
to spread, and the number of disciples in Jerusalem increases.

Children may wonder why there was a con�ict between groups who were both 
Christian but spoke different languages. It may help them to know that, just like 
today when people all over the world embrace the Christian faith, at that time there 
were also people of different backgrounds who were coming together based on a 
common belief in Jesus. And like today, those people didn’t always agree, but were 
called to �nd a way to unite and act in love for one another. This story brings an 
opportunity to talk about how we show love by serving one another. It also provides 
an opportunity to talk about how churches serve the community as a way of showing 
love for others.

Spiritual Practice for Adults 
This week, volunteer to do something to show love to your community through 
service. Is there a shelter or community service agency where you can help? If you 
don’t have time to volunteer this week, consider spending some time planning 
a service activity that you would like to do. Write your ideas down, research 
organizations, and put a date on the calendar for your activity. 
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Come Together 
Welcome to Wonder
Supplies: CEB Bibles; Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD; Activity Sheets—pp. 19-
20; Class Pack—pp. 2 & 31, 15 & 18; Leader Guide—p. 4; CD player; small table; 
white cloth; LED candle; Wonder Box; stole; pens; pencils; crayons; markers

Prepare Ahead: Set up a Wonder Table (see Leader Guide—p. 4), and place on it a 
white cloth and an LED candle. Put the stole in the Wonder Box, and place the box 
on the Wonder Table. Post the Attendance Chart (Class Pack—pp. 2 & 31) where the 
children can reach it.

 • Play “Celebrate Wonder” (CD) as the children arrive. 

 • Greet each child, and show the children where to mark the Attendance Chart. 

 • Give each child this week’s Activity Sheet. Help the children interact with the 
activities on each page.

Tip: Create your own Wonder Wall (see Class Pack—pp. 15 & 18). 

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 88, Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD, CD player

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Song Sheet—Unit 3” for each child. 

 • Gather the children around the Wonder Table, and hand out the Song Sheets.

 • Play “A Strong Wind” from the CD, and invite the children to sing and celebrate.

Wonder Time 
Share a Story 
Supplies: CEB Bible, Class Pack—pp. 14 & 19, Celebrate Wonder DVD, TV, DVD 
player, paper, colored pencils, scissors

 • Lay the Unit 3 Wonder Story Mat on a table or on the �oor.

 • Cut the paper into small squares, and give each child a square of paper and a 
colored pencil.

 • Ask the children to draw something that represents them and place it on the mat. 

 • Read the Bible story, Acts 6:1-7.

 • Watch the Session 9 video on the DVD.
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Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack—insert, pp. 3 & 30, 9 & 24; Wonder Box (containing a stole)

Prepare Ahead: Post the “Faith Word Poster—Unit 3” (Class Pack—pp. 3 & 30) and 
the “Bible Verse Poster—Unit 3” (Class Pack—pp. 9 & 24). Get the Wonder Cube 
(Class Pack—insert).

 • Read the Bible verse from the poster, and have the children read it aloud together.

 • Let a child roll the Wonder Cube. Have the children answer the question about the 
Bible story. Interact with the Wonder Cube as long as time allows.

 • Pick up the Wonder Box, and place it in front of the children.

SAY: Today’s faith word is Love. 

 • Point at the faith word poster, and share the de�nition.

SAY: The de�nition of Love is “a closeness and connection that we feel with God 
and others.”

 • Wonder together: 

 ❍ When have you been in a con�ict, and how did you solve it?

 ❍  Do you think the community in this Bible story did a good job of 
resolving the con�ict? Why or why not?

 ❍ Why is it important to serve those in the community who need help?

 • Open the Wonder Box and reveal the object.

WONDER: Do you know what this item is?

SAY: A stole is something special people can wear. It is an outward symbol of 
someone’s calling to be a leader and messenger of Jesus’ message and love.

Experience Wonder 
Make a Plan to Serve (Discussion)
Supplies: whiteboard and dry-erase marker or large paper and marker

SAY: In our story, the community selected people to serve. We are called to serve 
our communities, like the early Christians did. Our church is part of our community.

ASK: What are some ways we could serve as a class here in the church?

 • Let the children call out ideas, and write them on the whiteboard or paper. Help 
the children come to an agreement on an idea. Then work with them to write out 
steps they need to do to carry out their service idea. 
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 • If it is possible to serve that day, carry out your action. If not, work with the 
necessary staff people to ensure that the children get to do it on another day.

Campaign Poster (Art)
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 60, pencils, crayons, markers, hanging supplies 
(appropriate for your classroom)

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Campaign Poster” (Leader Guide) for each child. Clear 
a space where the children may display their �nished posters.

SAY: Our Bible story tells us about how the community of early Christians chose 
people to lead and serve.

ASK: If you were campaigning to be a leader in your community, what would you say 
about yourself to encourage people to choose you? 

SAY: We’re going to create campaign posters for ourselves to tell others about our 
good qualities. 

 • Distribute copies of “Campaign Poster” and art supplies.

 • Allow the children to create their own campaign posters using words and pictures. 

 • Encourage them to write their three main selling points, and their “Campaign 
Slogan,” in the different spaces on the page.

 • Display the posters on a wall in your classroom.

Elected to Serve (Decision-Making)
Supplies: whiteboard and dry-erase markers

SAY: We’re going to hold an imaginary election of people to serve the community. 
We will elect seven people, like the community in our Bible story did. 

ASK: Who would you elect to serve, and why?

 • Allow the children to call out choices and reasons, and write them on the 
whiteboard. They can be people they know or people they don’t know whom they 
look up to.

 • If necessary, ask the children to narrow it down by taking votes on whether to keep 
certain candidates. 

 • Keep narrowing the choices down until you get to seven.
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Peaceful Place 
Supplies: Class Pack—pp. 16 & 17; Leader Guide—pp. 4, 93; children’s books about 
serving and leading; art supplies for making cards for widows in your church; paper; 
pens; pencils; crayons; markers

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy the coloring sheet “Faith Word—Unit 3” (Leader 
Guide—p. 93), at least one per child. Place the coloring sheets and the suggested 
books and quiet toys in the Peaceful Place. Display the “Wonder Wall” (Class Pack).

 • Allow children who want or need a quieter activity to visit the Peaceful Place.

Tip: See page 4 for more information. The children may gaze at the Wonder Wall and 
wonder about images or write or draw about one or more images.

Go in Peace 
Spiritual Practice––Exploring Love Through Service
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 89, LED candle

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Celebration Chart” (Leader Guide) for children who 
haven’t received it yet. 

 • Gather the children around the Wonder Table, and light the LED candle.

SAY: Today, we learned about how the Twelve laid hands on the seven people the 
community elected to serve. Laying hands on someone was a gesture of blessing 
that was done to show assignment for special service and to show support and 
fellowship. We’re going to practice blessing one another in the same way. 

 • Have the children form pairs. 

 • Have each person take a turn laying their hands on the shoulders of their partner 
and saying, “I pray God blesses you in your service.” 

 • Have the children switch partners several times, if you have time.

Tip: If activities involving touching are not an option, have the children stretch their 
hands out toward each other without touching. 

PRAY: Thank you, God, for creating us all to serve your community. Amen.

 • Send “Celebration Chart” home with children who did not receive it yet. 
Encourage the children and their families to use the “Celebration Chart” and to 
read together the Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book (if purchased).
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Campaign Poster

All about me

I can share God’s love by . . .

Campaign SloganSelf-p
ortra

it
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Love each other like the members of your family. (Romans 12:10a)

Peter and Tabitha – Acts 9:36-43

Prepare to Wonder 
Faith Word: LOVE
This week’s story takes place in Joppa, where a disciple named Tabitha lives. 
Tabitha’s Greek name is Dorcas. She is known for good works and compassion. 
She helps those in need in her community and is known for making clothing. 
Unfortunately, Tabitha becomes ill and dies. Peter happens to be nearby in Lydda. 
When the other disciples hear about Tabitha’s death, they send for Peter. He rushes 
over and goes upstairs to where Tabitha’s body lays. All the widows in the community 
are there, crying and showing tunics and other clothing Tabitha made when she was 
alive. Caring for widows was an important charitable task in biblical times, as widows 
usually were dependent on the care of their families or communities and often faced 
major economic challenges. 

Peter sends everyone out of the room and kneels to pray. Then he turns to Tabitha’s 
body and says, “Tabitha, get up!” She opens her eyes and sits up, and Peter helps 
her up out of the bed. Peter calls all the widows and holy people and presents 
Tabitha to them alive. News spreads throughout the area, and many put their faith in 
the Lord because of it.

One of the acts of love in this story is praying for one another, as Peter did for 
Tabitha. Tabitha showed love through service not only through her sewing, but also 
through other “good works and compassionate acts on behalf of those in need” 
(verse 36). The community also showed love for Tabitha in their efforts to bring Peter 
to town to pray for her. You’ll want children to know that the exchange of loving 
gestures is part of being in the community of believers.

Spiritual Practice for Adults 
This week, take time to pray for those in need within your community. Are there 
widows or sick people who need prayer? Add them to your list. You may pray for 
a different person each day, or you may pray for multiple people during your daily 
prayer time.
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Come Together 
Welcome to Wonder
Supplies: CEB Bibles; Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD; Activity Sheets—pp. 21-
22; Class Pack—pp. 2 & 31, 15 & 18; Leader Guide—p. 4; CD player; small table; 
white cloth; LED candle; Wonder Box; fabric; pens; pencils; markers

Prepare Ahead: Set up a Wonder Table (see Leader Guide—p. 4), and place on it a 
white cloth and an LED candle. Put the fabric in the Wonder Box, and place the box 
on the Wonder Table. Post the Attendance Chart (Class Pack—pp. 2 & 31) where the 
children can reach it.

 • Play “Celebrate Wonder” (CD) as the children arrive. 

 • Greet each child, and show the children where to mark the Attendance Chart. 

 • Give each child this week’s Activity Sheet. Help the children interact with the 
activities on each page.

Tip: Create your own Wonder Wall (see Class Pack—pp. 15 & 18). 

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 88, Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD, CD player

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Song Sheet—Unit 3” for each child. 

 • Gather the children around the Wonder Table, and hand out the Song Sheets.

 • Play “A Strong Wind” from the CD, and invite the children to sing and celebrate.

Wonder Time 
Share a Story 
Supplies: CEB Bible, Class Pack—pp. 14 & 19, Celebrate Wonder DVD, TV, DVD 
player, paper, pencils, scissors

 • Lay the Unit 3 Wonder Story Mat on a table or on the �oor.

 • Cut paper into small slips, and give each child a slip of paper and a pencil. 

 • Ask the children to write one way that their church family shows love for them and 
place it on the mat. 

 • Read the Bible story, Acts 9:36-43.

 • Watch the Session 10 video on the DVD.
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Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack—insert, pp. 3 & 30, 9 & 24; Wonder Box (containing fabric)

Prepare Ahead: Post the “Faith Word Poster—Unit 3” (Class Pack—pp. 3 & 30) and 
the “Bible Verse Poster—Unit 3” (Class Pack—pp. 9 & 24). Get the Wonder Cube 
(Class Pack—insert).

 • Read the Bible verse from the poster, and have the children read it aloud together.

 • Let a child roll the Wonder Cube. Have the children answer the question about the 
Bible story. Interact with the Wonder Cube as long as time allows.

 • Pick up the Wonder Box, and place it in front of the children.

SAY: Today’s faith word is Love. 

 • Point at the faith word poster, and share the de�nition.

SAY: The de�nition of Love is “a closeness and connection that we feel with God 
and others.”

 • Wonder together: 

 ❍  What kinds of things have you made for others to show them that 
you love them?

 ❍  What do you think people in Tabitha’s community said to one 
another when they saw that Tabitha was alive again?

 ❍  How do you think the people in Tabitha’s community knew that Peter 
could help her?

 • Open the Wonder Box and reveal the object.

WONDER: Why are people who make fabric important to our community today?

Experience Wonder 
Tabitha’s Tunics (Craft)
Supplies: table covering, paint smocks, white T-shirts (in several child sizes), colorful 
fabric paints (in squeeze bottles), handwashing supplies

Prepare Ahead: Cover the table.

SAY: Our Bible story says that Tabitha made tunics and other clothing for people in 
the community. A tunic was kind of a long shirt. We don’t wear tunics today, but we 
do wear T-shirts. Let’s decorate our own T-shirts to remind us of Tabitha’s creations.

 • Distribute the supplies, and have the children put on smocks. Allow the children to 
decorate their T-shirts in any way they would like. Then set the T-shirts aside to dry.
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Tip: The T-shirts may take longer to dry than your class time. If so, have the children 
pick up their T-shirts the next time they attend class. 

Fabric Guess (Sensory Activity)
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 66, fabric samples (wool, cotton, linen, satin, silk, or 
other fabrics of your choosing), brown paper bags, marker, pencils

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Fabric Guess” (Leader Guide) for each child. Place each 
fabric sample in a separate paper bag. Number the bags. Place the bags on a table. 

SAY: As we know, Tabitha made cloth and clothing for her community. 

ASK: Did you know that there are many kinds of fabric? 

 • Distribute copies “Fabric Guess” and pencils. 

 • Have the children reach into each bag without looking and write on their “Fabric 
Guess” sheet their best guess of what kind of fabric is in the bag. 

 • After each child has guessed all the fabrics, go over the answers with the class. 

Run and Tell (Game)
Supplies: 2 lengths of fabric (each about 6 feet long)

Prepare Ahead: Clear or locate a space to play.

SAY: In our Bible story, some community members went to tell Peter about Tabitha 
because they cared about her. Peter came back with them because he cared as well. 
They all showed love for Tabitha. Let’s play a game to remind us of their acts of love. 

 • Have the children form two teams, and ask each team to form a line.

 • Give one child from each team a length of cloth, and send that child to the 
opposite side of the room from his or her team. 

 • Whisper a message, such as “Come show love,” to each person holding the cloth. 

 • Have the children holding the cloth move quickly across the room and whisper the 
message to the next person in line. Have the child receiving the message grab the 
other end of the cloth and move back across the room with the �rst child. 

 • The second child will repeat the actions of the �rst. Continue until all members of 
one team have reached the other side of the room.
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Peaceful Place 
Supplies: Class Pack—pp. 16 & 17; Leader Guide—pp. 4, 93; children’s books about 
love and service; weaving looms; children’s embroidery kits; paper; pens; pencils; 
crayons; markers

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy the coloring sheet “Faith Word—Unit 3” (Leader 
Guide—p. 93), at least one per child. Place the coloring sheets and the suggested 
books and quiet toys in the Peaceful Place. Display the “Wonder Wall” (Class Pack).

 • Allow children who want or need a quieter activity to visit the Peaceful Place.

Tip: See page 4 for more information. The children may gaze at the Wonder Wall and 
wonder about images or write or draw about one or more images.

Go in Peace 
Spiritual Practice––Exploring Love Through Service
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 89, LED candle

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Celebration Chart” (Leader Guide) for children who 
haven’t received it yet. 

 • Gather the children around the Wonder Table, and light the LED candle.

SAY: Praying for one another is a way of showing love. Let’s pray for a friend the way 
Peter prayed for Tabitha.

 • Have the children form pairs and take turns praying for each other. 

 • Then gather the children together for the group prayer.

PRAY: Dear God, thank you so much for giving us friends who pray for us. Amen.

 • Send “Celebration Chart” home with children who did not receive it yet.
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Fabric Guess

1. 

2. 

3. 

4.

5. 

6.

7. 
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Love each other like the members of your family. (Romans 12:10a)

The Church Grows – Acts 9:26-31

Prepare to Wonder 
Faith Word: LOVE
This week’s story takes place after Paul’s (Saul’s) conversion to Christianity. The text 
says that Paul tries to join the other disciples when he arrives in Jerusalem, but 
they are afraid of him. They doubt Paul’s sincerity as a disciple of Jesus. Up until 
his experience of meeting the Lord on the road to Damascus and his experience of 
blindness and healing, Paul was an enemy of Christianity and a persecutor of those 
who practiced the faith.

Barnabas brings Paul to the apostles and essentially serves as a witness to Paul’s 
conversion story. After this, Paul is accepted in Jerusalem and begins to preach 
in the name of the Lord. Paul angers some Greek-speaking Jews with whom he 
debates, and they try to kill him. When the other believers discover this, they escort 
Paul to Caesarea and send him on to Tarsus. Following this, there is a time of peace 
for the church in Judea, Galilee, and Samaria. The church grows in strength and 
reverence for the Lord, as well as in the number of people. This growth is attributed 
to the Holy Spirit. 

This week’s story contains several acts of love. Paul showed love to God by serving 
God and preaching. Barnabas showed love by speaking up for Paul. The community 
of believers showed love to Paul by accepting him and acting to protect him. You’ll 
want your children to know that love can look like different things in different 
situations and to understand that they may be called on to love people in their lives 
in different ways at different times, but all forms of love are valid.

Spiritual Practice for Adults 
This week, re�ect on the different ways to show love. Journal about the ways 
you love people in your life. Are there other ways you are called to love? Is there 
someone you need to stand up for, like Barnabas did? Is there someone like Paul 
you are called to protect? Is there someone you need to share God’s love with, as 
Paul shared God’s love through speaking? Challenge yourself to love in different 
situations. 
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Come Together 
Welcome to Wonder
Supplies: CEB Bibles; Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD; Activity Sheets—pp. 23-
24; Class Pack—pp. 2 & 31, 15 & 18; Leader Guide—p. 4; CD player; small table; 
white cloth; LED candle; Wonder Box; nesting boxes; pens; pencils; markers

Prepare Ahead: Set up a Wonder Table (see Leader Guide—p. 4), and place on it a 
white cloth and an LED candle. Put the nesting boxes in the Wonder Box, and place 
the box on the Wonder Table. Post the Attendance Chart (Class Pack—pp. 2 & 31) 
where the children can reach it.

 • Play “Celebrate Wonder” (CD) as the children arrive. 

 • Greet each child, and show the children where to mark the Attendance Chart. 

 • Give each child this week’s Activity Sheet. Help the children interact with the 
activities on each page.

Tip: Create your own Wonder Wall (see Class Pack—pp. 15 & 18). 

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 88, Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD, CD player

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Song Sheet—Unit 3” for each child. 

 • Gather the children around the Wonder Table, and hand out the Song Sheets.

 • Play “A Strong Wind” from the CD, and invite the children to sing and celebrate.

Wonder Time 
Share a Story 
Supplies: CEB Bible, Class Pack—pp. 14 & 19, Celebrate Wonder DVD, TV, DVD 
player, paper, colored pencils, scissors

 • Lay the Unit 3 Wonder Story Mat on a table or on the �oor.

 • Cut paper into small squares, and give each child a square of paper and a colored 
pencil. 

 • Ask the children to draw something that grows and place it on the mat.

 • Read the Bible story, Acts 9:26-31.

 • Watch the Session 11 video on the DVD.
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Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack—insert, pp. 3 & 30, 9 & 24; Wonder Box (containing nesting 
boxes)

Prepare Ahead: Post the “Faith Word Poster—Unit 3” (Class Pack—pp. 3 & 30) and 
the “Bible Verse Poster—Unit 3” (Class Pack—pp. 9 & 24). Get the Wonder Cube 
(Class Pack—insert).

 • Read the Bible verse from the poster, and have the children read it aloud together.

 • Let a child roll the Wonder Cube. Have the children answer the question about the 
Bible story. Interact with the Wonder Cube as long as time allows.

 • Pick up the Wonder Box, and place it in front of the children.

SAY: Today’s faith word is Love. 

 • Point at the faith word poster, and share the de�nition.

SAY: The de�nition of Love is “a closeness and connection that we feel with God 
and others.”

 • Wonder together: 

 ❍  What are some different ways that you show love to the people in 
your life?

 ❍ What happens when you show love to others? How do they react?

 ❍  What do you think would happen if we tried to love everyone we met 
the best we could?

 • Open the Wonder Box and reveal the object.

WONDER: Our Bible story tells us that the church grew. How do these nesting 
boxes represent growth?

Experience Wonder 
Saul Debate (Argumentation)
Supplies: CEB Bibles, paper, pencils

ASK: Did you notice that there was a con�ict within our story today? 

SAY: The con�ict was between Saul and some members of the community. Let’s see 
if we can determine who was in the right and who was in the wrong based on what is 
written in our verses for today.

 • Distribute Bibles, paper, and pencils, and have the children review Acts 9:26-31. 
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 • Have the children form two teams, one representing Saul and the other 
representing the Greek-speaking Jews.

 • Have each team write evidence from the story that shows their side is in the right. 

 • Help the children discuss the situation and draw a conclusion. (They can come to 
the conclusion that both parties were in the right or wrong if they can back it up 
with evidence.) 

A Different Way (Storytelling/Drama)
Supplies: CEB Bibles 

SAY: Saul’s disagreement with the Greek-speaking Jews in the story got a little out of 
hand. Let’s see if we can come up with different, more loving ways that the situation 
could have been resolved. 

 • Divide the children into groups, and have them choose a strong reader to read the 
Bible story aloud to them.

 • Let each group work together to come up with a skit showing a better method of 
resolving the con�ict in the story.

 • Allow each group to perform their skit for the class. 

SAY: As you can see, there are a lot of ways this situation might have been handled 
differently. 

ASK: What does this mean for us when we are trying to resolve con�icts in our own 
lives?

Speak for Me (Public Speaking)
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 72, pencils

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Speak for Me” (Leader Guide) for each child. 

SAY: In our Bible story, Barnabas spoke up for Saul when people did not believe Saul 
had changed and would treat them kindly. Sometimes in life, we need someone to 
speak for us. Let’s practice speaking for others by getting to know another person in 
the room.

 • Distribute copies of “Speak for Me,” and have the children form pairs. 

 • Let the children interview each other by using the questions on the page and 
writing the answers their partner gives. 

 • Have each pair take a turn presenting information about each other to the class. 
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Peaceful Place 
Supplies: Class Pack—pp. 16 & 17; Leader Guide—pp. 4, 93; children’s books about 
love and service; nesting dolls and other nesting toys; paper; pens; pencils; crayons; 
markers

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy the coloring sheet “Faith Word—Unit 3” (Leader 
Guide—p. 93), at least one per child. Place the coloring sheets and the suggested 
books and quiet toys in the Peaceful Place. Display the “Wonder Wall” (Class Pack).

 • Allow children who want or need a quieter activity to visit the Peaceful Place.

Tip: See page 4 for more information. The children may gaze at the Wonder Wall and 
wonder about images or write or draw about one or more images.

Go in Peace 
Spiritual Practice––Exploring Love Through Service
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 89, LED candle (one for the table and one for each child)

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Celebration Chart” (Leader Guide) for children who 
haven’t received it yet. 

 • Gather the children around the Wonder Table, and light the LED candle.

SAY: Today, we learned about how the church grew. Let’s remind ourselves of how 
the light of Christ spreads and brings us together in loving community. 

 • Distribute an LED candle to each child. 

 • Have the children form a circle. 

 • Join the circle and start the activity by turning on the candle of the child next to 
you and saying, “I welcome you to the community of believers with the love of 
Christ.” 

 • Have each child repeat your action and words until all the candles are lit. 

PRAY: Thank you, God, for giving us communities to love us in so many ways. Amen.

 • Send “Celebration Chart” home with children who did not receive it yet.
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Speak for Me

1. What is your name?

2. What school do you attend?

3. What is your favorite subject in school?

4. What is your favorite school activity or sport?

5. What are your hobbies?

72Celebrate Wonder: Ages 9+ 
Leader Guide • Spring 2021 • Session 11

Permission is granted to duplicate this page 
for local church use only. © 2020 Cokesbury.

TM

9781791001445_INT_011.indd   72 9/28/20   8:54 AM



Love each other like the members of your family. (Romans 12:10a)

Pentecost – Acts 2:1-12

Prepare to Wonder 
Faith Word: LOVE
Pentecost originated as a Jewish feast and pilgrimage holiday, which occurred fifty 
days after Passover. It also is considered the birthday of the Christian church. On 
Pentecost Day, many people gathered in Jerusalem, including the disciples, who 
were all in one place. A sudden, fierce wind filled the house they were in, and flames 
alighted on each of them. In the Bible, fierce wind and fire often are used as symbols 
of God’s presence. 

The disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in other languages. 
Religious Jews from all over the world had traveled to Jerusalem to celebrate 
Pentecost. Each of them began to hear and understand what the disciples were 
saying in their own native language. The people asked one another, “What does this 
mean?” Peter began to preach and advised them to change their hearts and lives 
and be baptized so that they could receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, which had been 
promised by Jesus. About three thousand people were baptized that day. 

The Holy Spirit may be a difficult concept for the children to grasp. There are things 
about the Spirit that even adults do not understand. Essentially, the Spirit can be 
explained as God’s presence in our lives. It guides us, comforts us, and strengthens 
our faith. It is another way that God shows love for us. Remember that it is okay for 
there to be questions that can’t be answered. The main thing you’ll want the children 
to come away with is an understanding that God is with them through the Holy Spirit.

Spiritual Practice for Adults 
As you prepare to teach your children about the Holy Spirit, take a few moments 
to engage in the following spiritual practice. Sit in a quiet space and light a candle. 
Close your eyes and listen for what the Spirit is saying to you today. How is the Spirit 
guiding, comforting, or strengthening you? Consider doing this practice daily during 
the week leading up to your class.
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Come Together 
Welcome to Wonder
Supplies: CEB Bibles; Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD; Activity Sheets—pp. 25-
26; Class Pack—pp. 2 & 31, 15 & 18; Leader Guide—p. 4; CD player; small table; red 
cloth; LED candle; Wonder Box; second LED candle; pens; pencils; crayons; markers

Prepare Ahead: Set up a Wonder Table (see Leader Guide—p. 4), and place on it a 
red cloth and an LED candle. Put the second LED candle in the Wonder Box, and 
place the box on the Wonder Table. Post the Attendance Chart (Class Pack—pp. 2 
& 31) where the children can reach it.

 • Play “Celebrate Wonder” (CD) as the children arrive. 

 • Greet each child, and show the children where to mark the Attendance Chart. 

 • Give each child this week’s Activity Sheet. Help the children interact with the 
activities on each page.

Tip: Create your own Wonder Wall (see Class Pack—pp. 15 & 18). 

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 88, Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD, CD player

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Song Sheet—Unit 3” for each child. 

 • Gather the children around the Wonder Table, and hand out the Song Sheets.

 • Play “A Strong Wind” from the CD, and invite the children to sing and celebrate.

Wonder Time 
Share a Story 
Supplies: CEB Bible, Class Pack—pp. 14 & 19, Celebrate Wonder DVD, TV, DVD 
player, paper, pencils, scissors

 • Lay the Unit 3 Wonder Story Mat on a table or on the floor.

 • Cut paper into small slips, and give each child a slip of paper and a pencil. 

 • Ask the children to write what they think the Holy Spirit is like and place it on 
the mat. 

 • Read the Bible story, Acts 2:1-12.

 • Watch the Session 12 video on the DVD.
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Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack—insert, pp. 3 & 30, 9 & 24; Wonder Box (containing LED candle)

Prepare Ahead: Post the “Faith Word Poster—Unit 3” (Class Pack—pp. 3 & 30) and 
the “Bible Verse Poster—Unit 3” (Class Pack—pp. 9 & 24). Get the Wonder Cube 
(Class Pack—insert).

 • Read the Bible verse from the poster, and have the children read it aloud together.

 • Let a child roll the Wonder Cube. Have the children answer the question about the 
Bible story. Interact with the Wonder Cube as long as time allows.

 • Pick up the Wonder Box, and place it in front of the children.

SAY: Today’s faith word is Love. 

 • Point at the faith word poster, and share the definition.

SAY: The definition of Love is “a closeness and connection that we feel with God 
and others.”

 • Wonder together: 

 ❍   What do you think the day of Pentecost felt like to the people who 
were there? Can you name an emotion they might have felt?

 ❍  What would you have done if you had been there on that day?

 ❍  How is the Holy Spirit a representation of God’s love for us?

 • Open the Wonder Box and reveal the object.

 • Light the LED candle from the box.

WONDER: How does this candle remind you of our Bible story today?

Experience Wonder 
Experience the Sound (Listening Activity)
 • Assign each child one of the words in the phrase “change your hearts and lives.” 

Then have them say their word over and over again at the same time as the other 
children. Each child may say her or his word as fast or as slow as she or he likes. 
Eventually, with all of the children saying something different at the same time, but 
at different paces, the sound should begin to be jumbled and make it difficult for 
the children to hear any word clearly besides their own. The children will get an 
idea of what it was like to hear many languages, yet hear only their own clearly. 

ASK: What was it like to hear so many sounds at once? What do you think it was like 
for the people in the Bible story?
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Wind & Flame Reverse Tag (Game)
Supplies: LED tea light candle for each child

 • Ask for two or three volunteers to be IT. These children will represent the wind and 
will move around the room in a manner they believe represents a howling wind 
(movement and noises of their choice are allowed).

 • Give each of the remaining children an LED tea light candle. Allow them to hold 
the candles but not to turn them on. These children must remain still and quiet and 
wait for a child representing the wind to pass by.

 • The children who are holding the candles will attempt to tag those who are 
representing the wind by tapping them on the shoulder as the wind children move 
by them. (This is the reverse of a tag game where IT attempts to tag the larger 
group of children.)

 • Once a child with a candle taps a child representing the wind, the child with the 
candle must ask, “What does it mean?”

 • The child representing the wind will then turn on the other child’s LED candle and 
move on being the wind. The child who is holding the candle may join the wind in 
moving around the room as well, or he or she may choose to remain standing with 
his or her candle. Continue until all candles are lit.

ASK: How do wind and flame usually interact? What do you think it means that the 
wind and flame interacted differently in our Bible story and in our game?

Wind & Flame Blow Painting (Art)
Supplies: Leader Guide—pp. 78, 96; straws (one for each child); small canvases (one 
for each child); paper; red, yellow, blue, and green food coloring; four bowls; at least 
four droppers; water; white paper; table covering; smocks

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Wind & Flame Blow Painting” (Leader Guide—p. 78) 
and “Flame Template” (Leader Guide—p. 96) for each child. Cover the table, and 
add one color of food coloring to each bowl (for example, one bowl will have red, 
one bowl will have blue, and so on).

 • Hand out a smock and a copy of “Wind & Flame Blow Painting” and of “Flame 
Template” to each child. Ask the children to put on their smock.

 • Invite the children to follow directions to blow paint. Explain that they may use the 
template of a flame if they are painting a flame, or they may create their own flame.
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Peaceful Place 
Supplies: Class Pack—pp. 16 & 17; Leader Guide—pp. 4, 93; children’s books about 
Pentecost; bubbles; Legos or foam blocks; paper; pens; pencils; crayons; markers

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy the coloring sheet “Faith Word—Unit 3” (Leader 
Guide—p. 93), at least one per child. Place the coloring sheets and the suggested 
books and quiet toys in the Peaceful Place. Display the “Wonder Wall” (Class Pack).

 • Allow children who want or need a quieter activity to visit the Peaceful Place.

Tip: See page 4 for more information. The children may gaze at the Wonder Wall and 
wonder about images or write or draw about one or more images.

Go in Peace 
Spiritual Practice––Exploring Love Through Service
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 89, LED candle

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Celebration Chart” (Leader Guide) for children who 
haven’t received it yet. 

 • Gather the children around the Wonder Table, and light the LED candle.

SAY: Our Bible story says that when the Spirit arrived, each disciple “saw what 
seemed to be individual flames of fire alighting on each of them.” After this, they 
were filled with the power of the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages. 
Perhaps what they saw was not flames, but light. Each of us has this light within us 
that fills us with power through God to do amazing things. Close your eyes and think 
about how you feel when you see the glow of Christmas lights—warm, comforted, 
and secure. Now, imagine yourself surrounded by this kind of light. Imagine its 
warmth. Imagine its power to make you feel good and as if anything is possible. 
Anytime you need to remember that God is with you or to draw strength to do 
something that is hard for you to imagine doing, you can do this practice. The Spirit 
is always present, and its light wraps each of you in warmth, love, and strength.

PRAY: God, we thank you for sending us the comfort of the Holy Spirit. Help us feel 
the Spirit guiding us as we serve you throughout our lives. Amen.

 • Send “Celebration Chart” home with children who did not receive it yet.

77Celebrate Wonder: Ages 9+ 
Leader Guide • Spring 2021 • Session 12

Permission is granted to duplicate this page 
for local church use only. © 2020 Cokesbury.

Permission is granted to duplicate this page 
for local church use only. © 2020 Cokesbury.

9781791001445_INT_012.indd   77 9/28/20   8:46 AM



Wind & Flame Blow Painting

Practice Painting

Decide if you would like to paint wind, flame, or both in one painting. 

Choose the colors you would like, and use the droppers to apply a few drops to your 
sheet of paper. 

You may mix colors to make other colors (such as red and yellow to make orange).

Practice painting by using your straw to blow the colors around on the paper to create an 
image of wind or an image of flame. (Remember, there is no right or wrong way to paint.) 

Your breath controls the movement of the color on the page. You may want to move your 
head like a writing instrument. 

Experiment with controlling your breath. Try blowing the paint fast and then slow. 

Try a second painting on another sheet of paper, if there is time. 

Final Painting

Once you have gotten the hang of painting with the straw, paint on your flat canvas. 

Set the canvas aside to dry.

When the paint is dry, take your canvas home to hang on your wall.
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Love each other like the members of your family. (Romans 12:10a)

Love in Action – Romans 12:9-18

Prepare to Wonder 
Faith Word: LOVE
In our Scripture today, Paul explains what love should look like for both the church 
and others in the community. Paul calls for a sincere love without pretending. He says 
that we should hate evil and cling to what is good. We should love one another like 
family. We should show honor to one another.

He also says we should serve the Lord enthusiastically. We are to find happiness 
in hope and stand our ground when we are in trouble. Paul likely is addressing 
persecutions the early church faced, but it also is applicable today. Paul encourages 
devoted prayer and contribution to the needs of others (including hospitality). We 
must celebrate with those who are happy and cry with those who are sad.

Paul also addresses how to deal with people who are different from us. We are to 
bless people who harass us and not curse them, as Jesus taught. We are to treat 
one another as equals and not think of ourselves as better than anyone else. We 
are to befriend those who have no status, and not have an inflated idea of our own 
intelligence. We are not to seek revenge on those who have wronged us, and we are 
to show respect for the beliefs of those who believe something different from us. 

This means loving when it may not be easy to do so. Children should begin to 
recognize that walking away from a conflict is love sometimes. The main point you’ll 
want your children to take away is that “we want to seek to” live in peace with 
everyone. 

Spiritual Practice for Adults 
This week, take time to examine your relationships. Are you loving others the best 
you can? Are there people with whom you desire to connect in a more loving way? 
Are there people with whom you have an ongoing conflict that could be resolved by 
choosing a more loving approach? Are you ready to take action in these situations? 
If so, choose a first step. If not, talk to God about it in prayer until you’re ready. And 
remember, sometimes choosing the loving way can also mean setting boundaries 
and asking God to show you the most loving way forward.
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Come Together 
Welcome to Wonder
Supplies: CEB Bibles; Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD; Activity Sheets—pp. 27-
28; Class Pack—pp. 2 & 31, 15 & 18; Leader Guide—p. 4; CD player; small table; 
green cloth; LED candle; Wonder Box; heart; pens; pencils; crayons; markers

Prepare Ahead: Set up a Wonder Table (see Leader Guide—p. 4), and place on it a 
green cloth and an LED candle. Put the heart in the Wonder Box, and place the box 
on the Wonder Table. Post the Attendance Chart (Class Pack—pp. 2 & 31) where the 
children can reach it.

 • Play “Celebrate Wonder” (CD) as the children arrive. 

 • Greet each child, and show the children where to mark the Attendance Chart. 

 • Give each child this week’s Activity Sheet. Help the children interact with the 
activities on each page.

Tip: Create your own Wonder Wall (see Class Pack—pp. 15 & 18). 

Sing and Celebrate
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 88, Celebrate Wonder Annual Music CD, CD player

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Song Sheet—Unit 3” for each child. 

 • Gather the children around the Wonder Table, and hand out the Song Sheets.

 • Play “A Strong Wind” from the CD, and invite the children to sing and celebrate.

Wonder Time 
Share a Story 
Supplies: CEB Bible, Class Pack—pp. 14 & 19, Celebrate Wonder DVD, TV, DVD 
player, paper, pencils, scissors

 • Lay the Unit 3 Wonder Story Mat on a table or on the floor.

 • Cut paper into small slips, and give each child a slip of paper and a pencil. 

 • Ask the children to write what they think love is and place it on the mat.

 • Read the Bible story, Romans 12:9-18.

 • Watch the Session 13 video on the DVD.
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Wonder with Me
Supplies: Class Pack—insert, pp. 3 & 30, 9 & 24; Wonder Box (containing a heart)

Prepare Ahead: Post the “Faith Word Poster—Unit 3” (Class Pack—pp. 3 & 30) and 
the “Bible Verse Poster—Unit 3” (Class Pack—pp. 9 & 24). Get the Wonder Cube 
(Class Pack—insert).

 • Read the Bible verse from the poster, and have the children read it aloud together.

 • Let a child roll the Wonder Cube. Have the children answer the question about the 
Bible story. Interact with the Wonder Cube as long as time allows.

 • Pick up the Wonder Box, and place it in front of the children.

SAY: Today’s faith word is Love. 

 • Point at the faith word poster, and share the definition.

SAY: The definition of Love is “a closeness and connection that we feel with God 
and others.”

 • Wonder together: 

 ❍ How do you think a person who loves you should treat you?

 ❍  Why do you think it’s hard sometimes to love even when you want 
to?

 ❍ How can we respond in kind ways to those we disagree with?

 • Open the Wonder Box and reveal the object.

WONDER: Why do you think a heart is used to represent love?

Experience Wonder 
Love Banner (Collaborative Art)
Supplies: large white paper, markers, hanging supplies (appropriate for your 
classroom)

SAY: Let’s make a banner for our door to show our church family how much we love 
them.

 • Put the large paper where the children can work on it, and supply markers.

 • Invite the children to decorate the banner. Suggestions include hearts, flowers, and 
the words “We love you.”

 • Display the banner at your doorway. 
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Love Cookies (Cooking)
Supplies: stove with oven, baking sheets, oven mitts, refrigerated sugar cookie 
dough, rolling pin, heart-shaped cookie cutter, tube icing (in colors of your choosing), 
zip sandwich bags, handwashing supplies

Prepare Ahead: Secure an area where you can bake. 

 • Have the children wash their hands. 

 • Roll out the cookie dough using a rolling pin. 

 • Use a cookie cutter to make heart shapes. 

 • Bake according to the package instructions. 

 • Decorate as desired. Use the tube icing to write love messages on the cookies. 
Consider these things: Love, Romans 12:9-18, or Hearts. 

 • Allow the cookies to cool.

 • Place the cookies in zip sandwich bags.

 • Share the cookies with parents or the general congregation.

Tips: Check for allergies ahead of time. Only adults should use the stove. 

Scripture Charades (Storytelling/Drama)
Supplies: CEB Bibles, Leader Guide—p. 84, scissors, bowl

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Scripture Charades” (Leader Guide), and cut out the 
cards. Fold the cards and place them in the bowl.

SAY: Let’s see if we can act out the things our Scripture tells us to do without 
speaking.

 • Have the children form teams. 

 • Invite a member of one of the teams to draw a card from the bowl. 

 • Let the child consult quietly with his or her teammates about how to act out the 
verse on the card. 

 • Let the child act out the verse and have the opposing team try to guess what he 
or she is acting out. (They may consult their Bibles if you’d like that option.) If the 
opposing team hasn’t guessed correctly after three tries, reveal the answer. Then 
have the guessing team become the acting team. 

 • Take turns until you are out of verses or as your time allows. 
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Peaceful Place 
Supplies: Class Pack—pp. 16 & 17; Leader Guide—pp. 4, 93; children’s books about 
forgiveness; art supplies of your choosing for making positive affirmations or love 
notes; paper; pens; pencils; crayons; markers

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy the coloring sheet “Faith Word—Unit 3” (Leader 
Guide—p. 93), at least one per child. Place the coloring sheets and the suggested 
books and quiet toys in the Peaceful Place. Display the “Wonder Wall” (Class Pack).

 • Allow children who want or need a quieter activity to visit the Peaceful Place.

Tip: See page 4 for more information. The children may gaze at the Wonder Wall and 
wonder about images or write or draw about one or more images.

Go in Peace 
Spiritual Practice––Exploring Love Through Service
Supplies: Leader Guide—p. 89, LED candle, device for playing music, hymns about 
love (for example, “Amazing Grace”)

Prepare Ahead: Photocopy “Celebration Chart” (Leader Guide) for children who 
haven’t received it yet. Look for hymns about love.

 • Gather the children around the Wonder Table, and light the LED candle.

 • Have the children sit in a circle. 

SAY: Today, we learned about how we are to love one another as Christians. Let’s 
listen to some hymns about love. 

 • Play the music and invite the children to sing along if they are familiar with the 
songs. 

PRAY: Thank you, God, for teaching us how to love. Amen.

 • Send “Celebration Chart” home with children who did not receive it yet.
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Scripture Charades

Be happy with those 
who are happy, and 
cry with those who are 
crying.

Contribute to the needs 
of God’s people, and 
welcome strangers into 
your home.

Don’t pay back anyone 
for their evil actions 
with evil actions, but 
show respect for what 
everyone else believes 
is good.

Love each other like the 
members of your family. 
Be the best at showing 
honor to each other.

Consider everyone as 
equal, and don’t think 
that you’re better than 
anyone else.

If possible, to the best 
of your ability, live at 
peace with all people.

84Celebrate Wonder: Ages 9+ 
Leader Guide • Spring 2021 • Session 13

Permission is granted to duplicate this page 
for local church use only. © 2020 Cokesbury.

TM

9781791001445_INT_013.indd   84 9/28/20   8:56 AM



Song Sheet—Theme Song

Oh, I wonder how you made it all so good;

with a promise, did what you said you would.

Oh, I wonder why you’re so good to me,

how you never leave.

Oh, I wonder when joy turns into praise,

and it welcomes everyone you’ve made.

Oh, I wonder how you open up my eyes;

you change my mind.

So, we celebrate ‘cause we’re not afraid 

of the mystery.

With a little faith and a lot of grace,

we can celebrate wonder, wonder.

Oh, I wonder how I see you everywhere.

I remember, and it makes me want to share.

Oh, I wonder when I feel you as I serve,

how the last are first.

So, we celebrate ‘cause we’re not afraid 

of the mystery.

With a little faith and a lot of grace,

we can celebrate wonder, wonder.

No matter where we look,

we find you glorious. 

You made us very good, 

and you made us curious. 

So, whether in the soil 

or in the stars above,

oh, we can see your face; 

oh, we can feel your love.

But I wonder how justice leads to peace;

how we’re different, but we’re all family.

Oh, I wonder how you make me strong,

full of hope and a song.

So, we celebrate ‘cause we’re not afraid 

of the mystery.

With a little faith and a lot of grace, we can 

celebrate wonder, wonder, wonder, wonder.

Written by Derek Webb & Abbie Parker
©2020 Derek Webb Music (ASCAP)

©2020 Folken Music (ASCAP)
Admin. by Music Services. All rights reserved.
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Remember Your Love
Your voice is everywhere,

in pictures and songs that hang in the air,

to show us the way you love.

And we sing along, and you’re teaching us

why you washed our feet:

the greatest must become the least.

’Cause there’s power in these things we do.

We do them to remember you—

how we called out, and you came through 
for us.

Oh, we remember your love.

You blessed and broke the bread.

You gave us a way to taste what you said,

’cause you poured out everything.

And you never wanted us to forget

the promises we heard,

and how you give and keep your word.

So, there’s power in these things we do.

We do them to remember you—

how we called out, and you came through 
for us.

Oh, we remember your love.

But even though we sometimes fall asleep

while we watch and while we wait,

we’ll be making preparations

for the celebration day.

So, there’s power in these things we do.

We do them to remember you—

how we called out, and you came through 
for us.

Oh, we remember your love.

Oh, we remember your love.

Written by Derek Webb & Abbie Parker
©2020 Derek Webb Music (ASCAP)

©2020 Folken Music (ASCAP)
Admin. by Music Services. All rights reserved.

Tell Somebody
The first light of the new week dawned,

not a whole lot was going on.

Until the earth shook up and an angel came

with lightning—frightening.

Two good women heard him say,

“This ain’t the time to be afraid.

That man, Jesus, quit the grave,

and now is the time to celebrate.

Go out and tell somebody.”

I’m gonna tell somebody.

I’m gonna tell somebody ’bout it.

I’m gonna tell somebody.

I’m gonna tell somebody ’bout it.

Jesus rose and walked around;

friends that saw him hit the ground.

He said, “Tell everybody how I lived,

like how to love and how to give.”

So, on the way to church one day,

they healed a man in Jesus’ name.

The man jumped up when they told him, “Rise,”

and nobody could believe their eyes.

They had to tell somebody.

Song Sheet—Unit 1
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Remember Your Love
But even though we sometimes fall asleep

while we watch and while we wait,

we’ll be making preparations

for the celebration day.

So, there’s power in these things we do.

We do them to remember you—

how we called out, and you came through 
for us.

Oh, we remember your love.

Oh, we remember your love.

Written by Derek Webb & Abbie Parker
©2020 Derek Webb Music (ASCAP)

©2020 Folken Music (ASCAP)
Admin. by Music Services. All rights reserved.

Tell Somebody
The first light of the new week dawned,

not a whole lot was going on.

Until the earth shook up and an angel came

with lightning—frightening.

Two good women heard him say,

“This ain’t the time to be afraid.

That man, Jesus, quit the grave,

and now is the time to celebrate.

Go out and tell somebody.”

I’m gonna tell somebody.

I’m gonna tell somebody ’bout it.

I’m gonna tell somebody.

I’m gonna tell somebody ’bout it.

Jesus rose and walked around;

friends that saw him hit the ground.

He said, “Tell everybody how I lived,

like how to love and how to give.”

So, on the way to church one day,

they healed a man in Jesus’ name.

The man jumped up when they told him, “Rise,”

and nobody could believe their eyes.

They had to tell somebody.

I’m gonna tell somebody.

I’m gonna tell somebody ’bout it.

I’m gonna tell somebody.

I’m gonna tell somebody ’bout it.

When we put our hearts together,

we treat each other even better.

That’s what love is all about.

It just makes me wanna go out…

I’m gonna tell somebody.

I’m gonna tell somebody ’bout it.

I’m gonna tell somebody.

I’m gonna tell somebody ’bout it.

I’m gonna tell somebody.

I’m gonna tell somebody ’bout it.

I’m gonna tell somebody.

I’m gonna tell somebody ’bout it.

I’m gonna tell somebody.

I’m gonna tell somebody ’bout it.

I’m gonna tell somebody.

I’m gonna tell somebody ’bout it.

Written by Derek Webb & Abbie Parker
©2020 Derek Webb Music (ASCAP)

©2020 Folken Music (ASCAP)
Admin. by Music Services. All rights reserved.

Song Sheet—Unit 1 Song Sheet—Unit 2
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A Strong Wind
There’s something in the air;

you can see it in the trees.

It carries us along

and gathers up the leaves.

No matter where we’re from

or who we used to be,

it finds us where we are

and gives us eyes to see.

It calls us out and gives us jobs to do.

You take care of me, and I take care of you.

Oh, there’s a strong wind

blowing through the land of God.

Such a strong wind

blowing through the land of God.

Oh, we don’t understand

how you always break us out.

You show up in the dark,

in the shadow of a doubt.

You change our hearts; you even change 
our name.

You give us words and a brand-new song 
to sing…

about a strong wind

blowing through the land of God.

Such a strong wind

blowing through the land of God.

Oh, child, get up, come out of that grave.

Your family’s all here, and it’s time to celebrate.

There’s a party going on, just follow that sound

of everybody talking like they’re from your 
hometown…

where there’s a strong wind

blowing through the land of God.

Such a strong wind

blowing through the land of God.

Oh, there’s a strong wind

blowing through the land of God.

Such a strong wind

blowing through the land of God.

Written by Derek Webb & Abbie Parker
©2020 Derek Webb Music (ASCAP)

©2020 Folken Music (ASCAP)
Admin. by Music Services. All rights reserved.

Place the chart on your refrigerator, kitchen table, or in an easy-to-access place. Throughout 
the week, have your child mark a space each time he or she completes an item on the chart. 
When a vertical, horizontal, or diagonal line is completed, celebrate together!

Song Sheet—Unit 3
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Celebration Chart

A Strong Wind
about a strong wind

blowing through the land of God.

Such a strong wind

blowing through the land of God.

Oh, child, get up, come out of that grave.

Your family’s all here, and it’s time to celebrate.

There’s a party going on, just follow that sound

of everybody talking like they’re from your 
hometown…

where there’s a strong wind

blowing through the land of God.

Such a strong wind

blowing through the land of God.

Oh, there’s a strong wind

blowing through the land of God.

Such a strong wind

blowing through the land of God.

Written by Derek Webb & Abbie Parker
©2020 Derek Webb Music (ASCAP)

©2020 Folken Music (ASCAP)
Admin. by Music Services. All rights reserved.

Place the chart on your refrigerator, kitchen table, or in an easy-to-access place. Throughout 
the week, have your child mark a space each time he or she completes an item on the chart. 
When a vertical, horizontal, or diagonal line is completed, celebrate together!

Song Sheet—Unit 3

Served 
someone

Did a
helping
chore

Made a 
commmit-
ment for

Lent

Wished 
someone, 
“Happy 
Easter!”

Prayed for a 
leader

Prayed with 
others 

Did a 
mealtime 

prayer ritual

Free 
Celebration!

Talked about 
Jesus

Spoke up for 
someone

Shared a meal 
with others 

Did a morning 
prayer ritual

Waved a palm 
branch

Shared good 
news

Made 
something for 

someone

Prayed in 
nature

Did a bedtime 
prayer ritual

Celebrated 
Resurrection 

Day

Praised God

Said, “I love 
you.”

Welcomed 
someone

Did a 
welcome 

ritual

Hunted for 
Easter eggs

Shared 
something

Acted in 
love

Free 
Celebration!
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Lent Family Letter

Celebrating Lent and Easter 
at Home

The season of Lent begins on February 17 and goes through March 27 
this year, followed by Holy Week, and with Easter landing on Sunday, 
April 4. Lent is a time to prepare for Easter by spending time with God. 
During the season of Lent, Christians often give up or add something 
to their lives to help them be less distracted so they can focus on 
connecting with God. It is common to give up certain food treats, 
behaviors, or activities.

However, children (like many adults) may �nd giving up such things too 
dif�cult to maintain for the whole season. So, adding something to each 
day may be an easier way for them to focus on spending time with God. 
Ideas include adding a daily family Bible-reading time; adding a daily 
family prayer time; or adding a daily time for singing hymns, if you’re 
a musical family. You also can do a combination of these things. Other 
ideas can be found online. Honor the season of Lent by doing what 
works best for your family and tradition. 

Lent ends as we celebrate Easter. Easter, or Resurrection Day, is the 
day we celebrate Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. It is common for 
families to attend church services, share a special meal, and sometimes 
attend or hold an Easter egg hunt on this day. No matter how you 
celebrate, it is a time for great joy and sharing the good news of Jesus!
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Lent Family Letter
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Towel Stencil

What comes to mind when you think about Easter? Most of us think of treats, bunnies, and 
Easter eggs. Did you know that Easter eggs are a very old tradition? In ancient times, the 
egg was associated with new life. Christians adopted the symbol of the egg to represent 
the new life that we receive in Christ through his resurrection. 

In ancient communities, eggs were a food people often gave up for Lent. So, having eggs 
on Easter was especially joyful. Easter egg hunts started as a fun thing for children to do 
and also to provide food. When we hunt for eggs on Easter, we are like the women in 
our Bible story, who came to the tomb and looked for Jesus. When we find an egg, we 
experience the joy of finding out that Jesus is alive!
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Towel Stencil Easter Eggs

What comes to mind when you think about Easter? Most of us think of treats, bunnies, and 
Easter eggs. Did you know that Easter eggs are a very old tradition? In ancient times, the 
egg was associated with new life. Christians adopted the symbol of the egg to represent 
the new life that we receive in Christ through his resurrection. 

In ancient communities, eggs were a food people often gave up for Lent. So, having eggs 
on Easter was especially joyful. Easter egg hunts started as a fun thing for children to do 
and also to provide food. When we hunt for eggs on Easter, we are like the women in 
our Bible story, who came to the tomb and looked for Jesus. When we find an egg, we 
experience the joy of finding out that Jesus is alive!
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Flame Template
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800-672-1789 | CokesburyKids.com
Call a Resource Consultant

Through colorfully illustrated stories, Celebrate 
Wonder Bible Storybook, will engage children 
through simple storytelling and open-ended 
questions that encourage children to make 

connections between the Bible and their lives. 

With Celebrate Wonder Family Activity Book 
Summer 2021, continue your child’s faith formation 
at home. Each story contains a unique retelling of 

the Bible story, a faith word to explore, wonder 
questions, and suggestions for a family activity. 

The Deep Blue Kids Bible: Celebrate Wonder Edition 
includes a wealth of notes, historical facts, book 
introductions, devotionals, and other interactive 

elements to capture inquisitive young minds. 

All three resources will connect kids with God 
and invite God’s presence into their daily lives as 

they learn to express their faith through everyday 
interactions with the world around them, by how 

they treat others and care for all of God’s creation.

Learn more at CokesburyKids.com

Help shape 
kids and their 
growing faith 
with these 
exciting new 
resources for 
children

SCOPE AND SEQUENCE
FALL 2020 – SUMMER 2021
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Coming Summer 2021
Peace

Belong

Living together in 
harmony without 
fighting. To be calm 
and know God’s 
presence. 

To know you are accepted 
and included in God’s family.

Choosing to act in 
faith, even when 
you are afraid.

Courage

Ages 9+ Spring 2021Ages 9+Ages 9+ Spring 2021Spring 2021
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