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Please Pass the Pew Pads Popcorn 
Summer sermon series to mine movies for pop-cultural content 

by Mark McGowan 

    The                   Flame 

Pastor Dee Mede is always game to watch a good science 
fiction movie, including the ones that are just as funny as 
they are action-packed. 
 
Count her in for zombie flicks, too. Or thought-provoking 
dramas. Or silly comedies. Or even foreign-language  
pictures with subtitles. 
 
“I love all kinds of movies,” Mede says. 
 
“Movies are really great about talking about what’s going 
on in the world in a way that is more enlightening than 
what you see on the news. You 
get to see more nuance of reality,” 
she adds. “Movies tell you about 
what society is actually strug-
gling with, and you get to see 
multiple sides of an issue. And 
multiple sides of an issue are  
what happens in the Bible.” 
 
So, when Pastor Dan Lee sug-
gested a silver screen theme for Christ United Methodist 
Church’s 2019 summer sermon series, Mede was all in. 
 
Reel Faith, the series they’ve created with Pastor Jane 
Eesley, begins Sunday, June 16, with a sermon and scrip-
ture from the Book of Romans that tie well with 
“Guardians of the Galaxy.” 
 
Worshippers need not see this 2014 movie from the  
Marvel Comics superhero universe, or any of the films 
chosen for the summer series, to fully grasp the meaning 
of each week’s preaching: The pastors will show specific 
clips during their sermons and set the context. 
 

However, watching the pictures in advance can bring a 
fuller understanding of the Sunday morning messages. 
To that end, the pastors will announce each week the 
film they will highlight during the next worship service. 
 
Films scheduled for June 23 are “Shaun of the 
Dead” (Alpine) and “Signs” (Our Master’s). June 30  
selections are “Dead Man Walking” (Alpine) and “Shaun 
of the Dead” (Our Master’s). 
 
Children are not being forgotten, of course; family-
friendly films with intergenerational appeal are being 

chosen for the first Sundays of 
July, August and September. A 
plan to host advance (and full) 
screenings of those three movies 
is under consideration. 
 
Varied tastes between the  
pastors is contributing to a  
diversity of genres. 
 

“Dan and I love sci-fi and funny sci-fi. I’ve got a love of 
zombie movies. Jane brings in the more serious tone – 
‘Still Alice,’ ‘Dead Man Walking,’ ” Mede says. “What’s 
great about this is that you get to see the different 
shades coming from our different points of view.” 
 
One of those zombie epics – 2004’s “Shaun of the Dead,” 
which Mede will preach on at both centers this month – 
includes scenes with a non-zombie character who ad-
heres to a strict routine each morning as he mindlessly 
walks the same route on his daily errands. 
 
“Even though the whole world has become zombified, 
he doesn’t realize that everyone he’s passing on the 

( continued on Page 5) 
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“The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures; 
He leads me beside still waters; 

He restores my soul” (Ps. 23:2-3a, NRSV). 
 

Time for renewal 
I’ll be leaving on renewal leave soon, and I want to fill 
you in on my plans and plans for the church.   
 
The Book of Discipline for the United Methodist Church 
includes a provision for clergy to receive a four-week re-
newal leave every four years.  I’ll be going on renewal 
leave in early June, and we are planning for Rev. Deanna 
Mede to receive a similar leave in 2020. 
 
My plans 
I will be present through June 9, happy to celebrate Jazz 
Pentecost with you.  On Pentecost at the 11 a.m. service, 
we also will celebrate the baptism of Claramae Spendal.  
Between the A Wing and a Prayer Dixieland Jazz Band, 
Claramae’s baptism, and your presence, it will be a glori-
ous day.  My renewal 
leave will begin official-
ly on Monday, June 10.  
I’ll be gone for the next 
four weeks, in a combi-
nation of time at home, 
family visits, and brief 
side trips.  I’m planning 
to read A Heart Strange-
ly Warmed:  John and 
Charles Wesley and Their Writings, edited by Jonathan 
Dean.  These plans are still coming together, but I’m ea-
ger and grateful for the opportunity to rest, pray, and 
spend more time with family.  I look forward to returning 
to the office on Monday, July 8, and visiting WorkCamp 
in Hannibal, MO, later that week. 
 
How ministry will be covered 
During my renewal leave, Rev. Dan Lee will serve as pas-
tor in charge.  In addition, we will be blessed by the pres-
ence of Rev. Gordon Johnson, retired Ordained Deacon 
from the Fort Worth area.  He and his wife Candy Rich-
ter will be volunteering with us again this summer.  
Many of you will remember his wonderful class from last 

A Word from the Senior Pastor 

summer, Seasons of the Spirit, focusing on spirituality in 
our later years.  This year he’ll be offering a Monday 
morning class on John Wesley, the founder of Method-
ism.  I’ll miss the first three weeks of the class but will 
look forward to joining you for the remainder of the class.  
Gordon’s a knowledgeable, skilled, and engaging teacher.  
In addition, Gordon will be preaching and serving as lit-
urgist, as well as providing pastoral care.  We are so 
blessed to have Candy and Gordon with us again this 
summer. 
 
What else is going on 
We continue to pray, study, and listen as the future of the 
United Methodist Church is unfolding.  The four-week 
study of Faithful Living:  Human Sexuality and The United 
Methodist Church concluded on May 22.  I attended a mid-
May clergy meeting about options for the future, and I’ll 
attend another one the Tuesday after I return.  At Annual 
Conference (in Schaumburg June 2-4), we will have our 
usual seven lay members (Don Black, Kay Cull, George 

and Mary English, 
Frank Sheley, Judy 
Schultz, Diane Wilson) 
as well as Deaconess Joy 
Hayag and Dee, Dan, 
and me as clergy mem-
bers.  I’m sure our annu-
al conference will in-
clude lively conversation 
about our options as in-

dividual congregations and as an annual conference in 
light of the results of the Special General Conference in 
St. Louis.  These are challenging times, but I know that 
God is in our midst, leading us forward.  Please pray for 
God’s wisdom in how we can live most faithfully as 
Christ United Methodist Church. 
 
I love serving as your pastor, and I trust that God will 
watch between us during my renewal leave.  I’m already 
eager to return energized and strengthened for service. 
 
Yours in Christ, 

 Jane 

Journey with Jane 



Alpine Center 
(MAILING ADDRESS FOR  

BOTH CENTERS): 
4509 Highcrest Road 
Rockford, Il  61107 

Phone:  815-399-5910 
Office Hours: Monday—Friday 

8:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday Worship Services 
Blended Worship Services: 

8:00 and 9:30 a.m. 
     Celebration Service:  

11:00 a.m. 

Our Master’s Center 
5973 Darlene Drive 
Rockford, Il  61109 

Phone: (815)399-5910 
   

Sunday Worship Service 
9:30 a.m. Child care is available 

Rev. Jane Eesley, Senior Pastor 
jeesley@christumc.cc 

Rev. Deanna Mede, Associate Pastor 
dmede@christumc.cc 

Rev. Daniel Lee, Associate Pastor 
dlee@christumc.cc 

Welcome to Christ United Methodist Church! 
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The Flame is a monthly publication of 
Christ United Methodist Church,  
available by mail or online at 
www.christumc.cc. 
 
Editor: Linda Kuntz 
Features Writers: Don Black,  
Mark McGowan, Beth A. Palm 
Contributing Photographer: 
Joe Whinnery 
Director of  Worship Arts: 
Jody Warren Christ UMC Facebook Pages 

Christ United Methodist Church page 
https://www.facebook.com/cumcrockford 

Christ UMC Children’s and Family Ministries page 
https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry 

Christ UMC Student Ministries page 

Check out our website at: 
www.christumc.cc 

A Wing and a Prayer Dixieland Orchestra 

at Alpine Center, 8:00, 9:30, 11:00, on June 9 
 

 On June 9, we will celebrate Pentecost, the day the Holy Spirit came upon the believers, with music by 
“A Wing and A Prayer Dixieland Orchestra.” The joyful New Orleans jazz music brings a new feeling of excite-
ment to the celebration of Pentecost. We encourage you to clap, tap your feet, and sing along to familiar hymns 
and secular music played in the Dixieland jazz style at all three worship services at Alpine Center. 
 
 You are invited to wear red in celebration of Pentecost and/or wear your New Orleans beads. Bring a 
friend, and plan to come about 10 minutes early to hear the extended Dixieland prelude.  Come and celebrate 
the birth of the church New Orleans style. We hope to see you then.  

https://www.facebook.com/cumcrockford/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry/?fref=ts
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UMW Circle Schedule 
The United Methodist Women invite all women of  
the church to their circle meetings. Visitors are  
welcome and encouraged!  To learn more about each 
circle, contact Audrey Johnson at 815-519-7822.  
Some circles do not meet in the summer. 

Out to Lunch Bunch 
Thursday, June 27, at 12:30 p.m. 
Red Lobster, 5827 E. State St. 

Join us for fellowship and food.  Any questions or to 
make a reservation, call Donna Kirk at 815-633-8056 by 
June 21.  Hope to see you there! 

 
Harmony Circle 

We will meet on June 11 at the home of Jo Hellmich, 
4225 Uram Lane,  at 9:30 a.m.  We will be doing  
chapter five, “God’s No Pecking Zone.” Also, we will be 
collecting for the Self Denial donation. Call Jo with  
questions at 815-639-3074. 

Alpine Greeting Card Sales 
Sales of cards created by the UMW will be on June 9 
and June 23 during coffee hours at Alpine Center.  If 
you haven’t visited before, please stop by and see for 
yourself.  If donating cards to be recycled, please remem-
ber, we need the verse as well as the front of the card. 

Plastic Bags Needed 
Plastic bags are needed for the food pantry by our volun-
teers.  Large ones as well as small produce size are need-
ed.  Please be sure they are clean and without holes. 
They can be placed in the cabinet where food donations 
are put in the Alpine Center Fellowship Hall. 

Ta-Da Party! 
Thursday, June 27, 9:00 a.m. 

Alpine Fellowship Hall 
 
The quilters of CUMC would like to invite you and your 
friends to our annual Ta-Da Party where we celebrate 
the work done to date by our quilters.  Come at 9:00 a.m. 
on June 27 for coffee, juice, and treats.  Quilts will be for 
sale.  We will also have a bed-turning—a chance to  
display your quilt and tell the story behind it.   
 
Everyone is welcome.  Questions?  Call Renèe Johnson 
at 815-397-9270. 

Job Opening: Coordinator of   
Welcoming Ministries 

Part Time 
 The Coordinator of Welcoming Ministries is  
responsible for  overseeing all aspects of welcoming mem-
bers and visitors to Christ United Methodist Church and 
providing hospitality to all who come through the church 
doors. See our website at christumc.cc/jobs or your enews 
for a full job description.   
 If interested, please send or bring your resume to 
the church office. Questions? Call Cliff Gillette at the 
church office, 815-399-5910, ext. 29. 

New 2019 Christ UMC Picture Directory! 
We’ll begin working soon on a new 2019 picture directory 
for our church.  Please note the following dates for 
photo sittings: 

 

July 9—13 and July 23—27 
 

Watch for information about signing up for your photo 
sitting. All those who have their picture taken will receive 
a free 8x10 picture. 

Bag It Sunday is June 16 
  

 Bag It Sunday, the second of our three special  
annual efforts to assist area residents having a food crisis, 
is June 16. Members of the Outreach team will hand out 
bags after each service on June 9 as a reminder to either 
make a monetary contribution or donate non-perishable 
foods such as: cans or packages of soup, cereal, canned 
fruits and vegetables, canned meat, pasta, juice, chili, rice, 
macaroni & cheese and peanut butter. 
 
     Checks may be made out to Christ UMC, with “food 
pantry” noted in the memo section. On June 16, containers 
will be placed near entrances for collection of all dona-
tions. Your generosity is needed and appreciated by the 
pantries and the people they serve. 
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Daily Breakthrough Prayer 

Please stop and pray this prayer daily at  
7:07 a.m. and/or 7:07 p.m. 

 

God of hopes and dreams and visions  
for the future, we ask you to send the  

Holy Spirit to break through into  
our lives and into your church. 

Help us sense where your Spirit is leading. 
Give us faith and courage to  

step through the doors that you open. 

Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Everything You Ever Wanted to Know about 
Methodism 

Monday, June 24, 2019—Monday, July 22, 2019 
10:00 a.m.—11:30 a.m., Alpine Dining Room 

 
Do you ever wonder why your pastors keep leaving just when 
you get to know them? Do you ever wonder why we use grape 
juice at communion? Do you know that grape juice was invented 
by a Methodist? Who were John and Charles Wesley? Do you 
have questions about what Methodists believe? Do you know 
why and how the Methodist movement even got started? 
 
If these or other questions about our faith tradition have been 
nagging at you, come join us to learn about all things Methodist. 
Beginning Monday, June 24, 2019 and continuing through  
Monday, July 22, 2019 we will explore the history, theology, 
traditions, and organization of the United Methodist Church. 
Class time will be 10:00 a.m. until 11:30 a.m. The class will be 
taught by Rev. Gordon Johnson. He promises to try to tone 
down his Texas accent. 
 
Please contact the church office to sign up for this class (we need 
to know how much coffee to make). You can also sign up on Sun-
day mornings at the Connection Center. 
 
No book to buy.  Just come as you can and enjoy the discussions. 

street has become a zombie,” she says. “It’s the 
perfect clip to reflect on how we don’t always  
realize what’s going on in our world.” 
 
Mede clearly is excited to push “play” on the 
Reel Faith series. 
 
“There’s all kinds of good stuff out there, and 
every one of these movies has a kernel of truth 
in it that meshes with what’s going on in socie-
ty and relevance of where the Bible is still in 
that,” she says. “We’re hoping a lot of people 
will come. We’re going to have a lot of fun.” 

( continued from front cover) 

 

 Vacation Bible School  
To Mars and Beyond: 

Explore Where God’s Power Can Take You 
June 17-21, 2019 

9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m., Alpine Center 
 

Vacation Bible School is open to children  
4 years of age through 6th grade.  

There are special field trips scheduled  
for the graduating 6th graders.  

 
Register online at: 

https://rrr.cokesburyvbs.com/
www.christumc.cc 

 
For more information contact 

 Joy Hayag at the church  
office, 815-399-5910  

or jhayag@christumc.cc. 
 

Registration is free!!  
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WOWS  
Widows Or Widowers and Singles 

Open to all single women  
age 65 and over 

 
In June: 

Join us for lunch on June 19, at noon, at Thunder Bay 
Grill.  Call Peg Halpin at 815-979-3213 for reserva-
tions. 
 

In July: 
We’ll have lunch at Sam’s Restaurant on E. Riverside 
at noon on July 17.  Call Mary Ann to reserve your 
place at 815-505-2788. 
 

   Fellowship News  

Scrapbooking Group 
 

Scrapbooking/Stamping for June is scheduled for 
Saturday, June 15, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the Alpine 
Dining Room.  Stay for all day or just a half day - whatever 
fits your schedule.  Not everyone in our group scrap-
books.  Some are stamping or working on other projects so 
join us for a fun day of crafting!  If children will be joining 
us, it's requested they be at least middle school age.    
 
Please bring a snack to share and your own beverage. 
Bring money for a sandwich if you don't bring your own 
lunch.  Questions?  Call Mary Hicks at 815-742-1136. 
 

The Shack 

June 28 Movie Night 
6:15 p.m., Alpine Coffee House 

 

 The Shack is a discussion starter whether or not 
you agree with every--or any--idea in the movie.  A few 
years after a terrible tragedy and the death of his young-
est child, Mack (Sam Worthington) encounters God after 
he receives an invitation in his mailbox from 
“Papa" (Octavia Spencer).   
 Join us to view and discuss The Shack (PG-13 for 
thematic material, some violence) on Fri., June 28, at the 
Alpine Center coffee house (door #5).  Come at 6:15 to fill 
up your snack bowl and have a little conversation.  The 
132-minute movie starts at 6:30 p.m.  There's an intermis-
sion.  We wrap up by 9:30.   
 If you have a question about the movie or the 
evening, call Nancy Vogel, 815-633-6894. 

CUMC Senior Fellowship Group 
Friday, June 21, at noon, 

Alpine Center Dining Room 
 Come and join this group for seniors for a wonder-
ful homemade lunch and fellowship with your friends.  
After lunch, we’ll have a program See your postcard for 
details. 
 Please call the church office at 815-399-5910 to 
make your reservation by Monday, May 17. 

Car Hop 
 Sunday, June 23, 4:00-7:00 pm 

Alpine Center Green Space 
 
It’s that time of the year again! Time for our annual 
cookout! 
 

• Come and enjoy a dinner of hotdogs, burgers, 
potato salad, root beer floats and all the fixings.  
 

• All proceeds to benefit this summer’s Senior 
High WorkCamp trip to Hannibal, Missouri.  

 
Come and support our youth and their mission trip! 
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• From  Outreach Team members: Teri Reynolds, Deb Laskey, Phoebe Trias 
Our sincere thanks to everyone who donated the wonderful gifts in kind and money to the MELD baby shower.  Your 
invaluable support provides and maintains assistance programs to our community’s young parents and their children.   

• From  Funeral luncheon coordinators 
A very grateful and heartfelt thanks to all the women and men who make the funeral luncheons possible!  Without 
each one of you who continue to say “yes” when called on, it wouldn’t happen.   

• From the Family of Evelyn LaRue 
To everyone at Our Master’s Center who contributed and served the wonderful luncheon to our family and friends 
following our mother’s/grandmother’s funeral, we wish to express our heartfelt thanks and gratitude for all your 
work. 
 Jackie Dawson, Mark LaRue, Matthew Dawson, Tim Dawson 

• From the United Methodist Women 
The Spring Salad Luncheon was held on Wednesday, May 8, and about 60 women attended.  It was hosted by a com-
mittee of UMW circle members.  Judy Winder was the speaker and gave a fascinating presentation on buttons.  She 
brought many from her collection that were passed around for us to see the variety.  She requested that the love offer-
ing by donated to Rock House Kids.  The ladies and Joe Whinnery were most generous, donating a total of $383.00 to 
Rock House.  Thank you to all of you who helped with this lunch, all who attended, and all who were so generous. 

• From Joe and Deb Whinnery 
Thank you to all of you at Our Master’s Center and Alpine Center for your cards, thoughts and prayers for our recent 
losses.  We truly feel the love of CUMC.  
 
Also, Deb would like to thank whoever found her baking dish that was missing since Tender Loving Crafts last year. 

      

Coins for Rainbow Covenant Giving in June  
 
 
Your coins for Rainbow Covenant mission giving in June will go to Living Well with AIDS. 
 

• Begun in 2012 by members of the NIC. 

• Program supports AIDS education and support 

• Eastern and Southern Africa is home to half of the world’s population living with HIV 
 Includes 48% of the world’s new infections among adults, 55% among children and  
 48% of AIDS-related deaths 

• Project has demonstrated that with proper tools and methods, communities in one year campaigns 
 reduce HIV infections 
 increase testing to 82% of community 
 care for family of those lost to the virus      



(Ann Daniels continued from back page) 
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   She earned a bachelor’s degree in Education-
Elementary K-9, and her first job was in kindergarten 
in Decatur. 
   In 1965, she met John in a Bible Study class at 
Central Christian Church in Decatur. “It was meant to 
be,” she said her friends observed. They were married 
the following year.  He worked for Weyerhauser lum-
ber company as a salesman. 
   They moved in 1967 to East Alton, where she 
taught kindergarten, and took graduate classes at 
Southern Illinois University. 
  She also tutored a little girl 
who was home-bound, with epilep-
sy. “That’s when I first realized I 
wanted to work with special needs 
children,” she said. 
   They moved in 1968 to 
Rockford and joined our church. 
   John got a job with Camcar, a screws manufac-
turer, and she taught school for the Rockford District – 
kindergarten and a primary mentally impaired class. 
   Later Ann got to teach the first Early Child-
hood special Education class in Rockford, an Muhl 
Center. 
   They started their family in1972 when they 
adopted Amy at 5 days old. They adopted Becky in 
1974 at 3 weeks old.  “I stopped teaching and stayed 
home to care for them,” Ann said. 
   Ann began working on a master’s degree at 
Northern Illinois University, one class at a time. 
   She had two part-time jobs: director-teacher at 
Broadway United Methodist Preschool and part-time 
child development instructor at Rock Valley College, 
teaching the music class. 
   Ann was leader of daughter Amy’s Brownie 
Scout Troop. She also led a summer outreach program 
on the west side called “Hi Neighbor,” bringing her 
daughters along. 
   Today her daughter Amy does property man-
agement for multi-family housing in the Madison, Wis., 
area, including helping UW students find campus hous-
ing. Becky is a senior record-keeping specialist for 
Schneider Downs, Wealth Management Dept. 
   She has two grandsons and four great-
grandchildren, who all live in the Rockford area. 
   Ann got her master’s degree in Early Child-
hood Education in 1984 from NIU and continued  
taking 18 hours of graduate courses. 

 By 1985 Ann was back teaching early childhood spe-
cial education in the public schools – in Shirland, Rockton 
and Roscoe – as a member of Winnebago County Special 
Education Co-op. 
   Retirement came in 2001. 
   Meanwhile back at the church, Ann was on the Day-
care Board, visiting shut-ins, coordinating volunteers for 
tutoring at Marsh School, and training Sunday School 
teachers. 
   She also volunteered for Saturday Kids Club at  
Centennial UMC, and taught Sunday School and Vacation 
Bible School. 
   After retirement, Ann returned to Rock Valley Col-
lege as a part-time instructor teaching classes in the child 

development department. 
   She also joined the RSVP,  
Retired and Senior Volunteer Program. 
  Through this program she pre-
sented Red Cross Fire Safety lessons to 
preschoolers and participated in 
B.A.B.E.S., using puppets to teach school-

age children how to develop good skills for life. 
   Today at church she’s on the Prayer Chain, chair-
person of Children’s Council, teaches Sunday School and 
gives the Children’s Message at Our Master’s once a month, 
is co-leader of the Card Ministry and in Harmony Circle. 
   And she maintains the garden outside of the Alpine 
dining room. Gardening is one of her hobbies. She belongs 
to the Seedlings Garden Club. “My garden was featured on 
the first Garden Walk our church had a few years ago,” she 
explained. 
   Travel isn’t one of her hobbies, but painting is. 
   John and Ann’s ideal vacation is staying in a Minne-
sota cabin for a week. “He fishes. I paint.” 
   Most of her paintings are scenes from her garden 
and places they’ve been. But she paints decorative bird hous-
es too. 
   Reading also is a hobby.  “I read constantly,” she 
explained. “As a child, I’d be washing dishes and have a book 
propped up on the counter or I’d have a book in my lap 
while eating.”  Ann enjoys historical fiction, from the 1700s 
and 1800s – and Biblical fiction. 
   She joined Wesley Ringers shortly after the origi-
nal chimes group started, so she’s almost a charter member. 
   At home, she practices her handbell music on the 
piano, thus combining her skills – like she does almost  
everything in her life. 

The Flame 



Upon my return from a four-month study abroad 
in Pune, India, I found it very difficult to adjust back to 
life in Rockford. For one, the neighborhood seemed ex-
traordinarily quiet to my ears who had been accustomed 
to the hum of constant city sounds; for another, the 
house felt empty without the presence of five family 
members, two maids, and six pets to constantly fill the 
space. Additionally, I had forgotten how to entertain my-
self, because for four months—filled with taking classes, 
teaching English, commuting in the oppressive heat, 
playing outdoor games every night with the neighbors, 
eating late dinners, finally collapsing into bed, and doing 
it all again—I had not had the need to.  

 
These days spent in Pune were exhausting, but 

they were filled with purpose. Throughout them, I had 
felt, for the first time since graduating from high school, 
that I was where I was supposed to be. The nagging 
restlessness that had been plaguing me for two years did 
not exist in India, and for this reason—despite the toll 
this schedule took on my body at times—I lived in a 
state of mental rest.   

 
After getting used to such a busy lifestyle and 

feeling so content in that space, it is understandable that 
readjusting has proven to be difficult. However, after 
having had time while back to reflect on my semester, a 
couple distinct interactions have stood out to me as some 
of the most meaningful, and it is these instances that 
have been comforting when readjustment seems 
unachievable. 

 
The first comes from an experience I had during 

my second week of teaching. One of my students, Vaisha-
li, came up to me and started a conversation after class. “I 
see you teaching English, and I want to speak like you,” 
she told me. “I want to teach English like you and go to 
America, but it is very hard to do that.” I had never been 
told prior to this that someone wanted to “be like” me, 
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The Flame 

and it moved me greatly, equipping me with a sense of 
purpose for each class I taught afterwards. 

 
A second, similar interaction occurred after class 

on my last day at the Non-Governmental Organization 
(NGO).  The students had requested I play guitar 
(another teacher had brought his in). I complied, and, 
following my small performance, one of the students told 
me that by seeing me play, he was inspired to improve 
his guitar skills. This again struck me. There had been 
many instances in which the students were the ones in-
spiring me with their open, eager natures and joyful atti-
tudes, and the realization that they were in turn inspired 
by me was humbling. 

 
I’ve always been someone who most enjoys what 

I’m doing—whether it be travel, school, volunteering or 
part-time work—when I know I am making a differ-
ence—big or small. Particularly in my experiences 
abroad, it is the relationships that are the most impactful.  
I can’t even begin to relay every instance in which I was 
inspired by people I encountered in India, and to know 
that I also inspired others is greatly fulfilling.  

 
Amidst all the busyness, heat, and adventure that 

at times felt exhausting, there too existed this sensation 
that God had brought me to Pune. He had brought me to 
the Sharmas, whom I’d lived with and love dearly; he’d 
brought me to Bahujan Hitay, the NGO whose benefi-
ciaries and employees I was able to build relationships 
with daily; he’d brought me exactly to where he knew I 
needed to be, both for myself and others. Of course, we 
don’t have to go to India to find people to inspire and be 
inspired by, but I have no doubt that this city was where 
God wanted me for the first four months of 2019. My 
prayer is that these inspiring journeys never cease, and I 
have faith that God will continue to use my restless heart 
to fulfill God’s will for my life.  
 

Inspirations from India 
By Katie Childs 
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Getting to Know Hymn 
“Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart” 

George Croly (1780-1860) 

Taken with permission from  
The One Year Great Songs  of Faith,  

Tyndale House Publishers, 1995 

 George Croly, who wrote this hymn, 
came from Ireland to minister in a small par-
ish church in London.  During his twenty-five 
years of service there he had much time for 
writing and became known for poems, novels, 
biographies, and plays.  Then when he was 
fifty years old, he was asked to reopen a 
church in one of London’s worst slums that 
had been closed for more than a century.  
Croly’s preaching soon attracted crowds.  At 
the age of seventy-four, he prepared a new 
hymnal for the congregation, including this 
hymn under the title “Holiness Desired.” 
 Croly had spent twenty-five years in-
teracting with culture, and almost the same 
amount of time dealing with society’s ills in 
London’s slums.  But to Croly what mattered 
most was not what a person was on the out-
side, but what he was on the inside.  So in this 
hymn he shuts the door and asks for a fresh 
filling of the Spirit.    

Spirit of God, descend upon my 
heart; 
Wean it from earth; through all its 
pulses move; 
Stoop to my weakness, mighty as 
Thou art, 
And make me love Thee as I ought 
to love. 
 
I ask no dream, no prophet  
ecstasies, 
No sudden rending of the veil of 
clay, 
No angel visitant, no opening 
skies; 
But take the dimness of my soul 
away. 

Hast Thou not bid me love Thee, 
God and King? 
All, all Thine own, soul, heart, and 
strength and mind. 
I see Thy cross; there teach my 
heart to cling; 
O let me seek Thee, and O let me 
find! 
 
Teach me to feel that Thou art  
always nigh; 
Teach me the struggles of the soul 
to bear, 
To check the rising doubt, the rebel 
sigh; 
Teach me the patience of  
unanswered prayer. 

“Make a joyful noise to the Lord!” 
 

Summer Music 2019 
Alpine and Our Master’s Centers 

 
In the summer, our regular music programs take a break so that 
YOU have an opportunity to share your musical talent at either the 
Alpine Center or the Our Master’s Center, or both.  We will celebrate the musical gifts  
and talents of our congregation in worship June 2-September 1. 

 
We are looking for soloists, duets, or small groups, of any age that are willing to sing or play an instrument in  
worship at the 9:30 service at Our Master’s Center, and the 8:00 and 9:30 services at Alpine Center.   
 

For Alpine Center: Please contact Jody Warren at church at 815-399-5910 or by email at jodywarren@christumc.cc  

For Our Master’s Center, please contact Sherrill Muller at 815-520-4158 or by email at slmmrm66@gmail.com 

Worship service dates will be filled on a first come, first serve basis, so please contact Jody or Sherrill as soon as  
possible.  We will be happy to help you find music.   

mailto:jodywarren@christumc.cc
mailto:slmmrm66@gmail.com
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Save the Dates for June 
 

June 

2  Sunday School starts downstairs 

9  Pentecost Sunday 

16  Father’s Day 

17-21  Vacation Bible School 2019 

23  VBS Sunday 

30 Sunday School 

Please visit our VBS Donation  

Display Table in Alpine Fellowship Hall 

and sign up for snack donations.  We 

are grateful for all your help! 

 Vacation Bible School 2019 
June 17-21 from 9:00 am—noon 

 
Registration is free! Registration forms are at the 

Connection Center and church office or  

register on our website: www.christumc.cc 

 
Items Needed for Vacation Bible School 

VBS 2019 is looking for items that relate to this 

year’s theme: “To Mars and Beyond” during 

the week of June 17-21. We need the following 

items:  two-liter bottle caps, juice/milk cartons 
(quart size), cereal boxes, used clear string 

lights.  A VBS cart will be up by the Alpine main 

entrance for your donations and at  

Our Master’s Center. 

 

Questions?  Contact Joy Hayag at 815-399-

5910 or email her at jhayag@christumc.cc.  

  Summer Sunday School Schedule 

 

 
8:00  a.m. Nursery Child Care is  available  

in the Nursery Room 

  No Sunday School at this worship hour 
  

9:30 a.m. Worship Hour Alpine Center 

· Infants and Toddlers: Nursery Room 

 

· All children begin in the Sanctuary and are dis-

missed after Children's Message (except on 

the first Sunday of the month) 

 

Pre-School(4)-5th Grade—Lower Level Sunday 

School  

Room 1/One Group Sunday School. 

 

Every first Sunday of the month, children will start 

their class downstairs, will come up for commun-

ion and return to their Sunday School class. 

 
9:30 a.m. Worship Hour OMC 

· Infants: Nursery 

· Pre-School-Kindergarten: Nursery 

      1st-6th Grade:  Begin in Sanctuary,  

dismissed downstairs for Sunday School 

following the Children’s Message 

 

 11:00 a.m. Worship Hour Alpine Center 

· Infants and Toddlers: Nursery Room 

· All children begin in the Sanctuary and are  

dismissed after the Children's Message. 

·  Pre-School(4)-5th Grade—Lower Level Sunday 

School Room 1 

Note:  Communion is every Sunday for the  

Children  
 

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Our summer Sunday school classes for OMC and 

Alpine will start on June 2, 2019.   

mailto:jhayag@christumc.cc


June 1 
Elmer Kietzmann 
Cindi Lutes 
Sylvia Reuterfors 
Hayley Rydberg 
Katherine Woodard 
Ronan Kerr 
 
June 2 
Jace Scribner 
Mary Seigfreid 
Luke Widstrom 
 
June 3 
Barry Beaman 
Cora Olson 
Patti Replogle 
Amy Swanson 
 
June 4 
Maryann Leonard 
Connie Silletti 
 
June 5 
Rebecca Alston 
Brianna Corrigan 
Ben Holmertz 
Kelley Roach 
Rich Roach 
Chloe Sadewater 
Gene Seuring 
 
June 6 
Debbie Rogers 
Sam Hayag 
 
June 7 
Alice Moczynski 
Laura Varland 
David Winker 
 
June 8 
Lisa Scribner 
 
June 9 
Jeff Baldwin 
Beth Hajek 
Brenda McDonough 
Ken McMillin 
Jeff Wallem 

June 10 
Gail Rothermel 
Teena Scheub 
Andrew Tate 
 
June 11 
Chloe Alexander 
Cooper Leaich 
David Raffety 
Anthony Leon 
 
June 12 
Bruce Dearborn 
Aaron Huber 
Sharon Snyder 
 
June 13 
Frank Dyke 
Paula Hacker 
Mary Kay Johnson 
Marc Kuntz 
Ashlee Sarver 
Jody Warren 
Carol Stafford 
 
June 14 
Hilda Behn 
Shane Hough 
Nick Rippentrop 
Kinsey Rives 
Katelyn Sarauer 
Gayle Scheuer 
 
June 15 
Peter Herrmann 
Laura Johannes 
Carter McGowan 
Lindsey Oyler 
Annabel Seeling 
John Silletti 
Shelly Watson 
Adelyn McKnight 
 
June 16 
Ronnie Bass 
Alexandra Bergsten 
James Noonan 
Nicole Riemer 
 
June 17 
Jimmie Alston 
Jackson Fiorenza 
Rylee Hunter 
Mark Kneller 
June Lietz 
Kailee Thurston 
Elizabeth Flygare 
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June 18 
Jennifer Baker 
Carol Earnest 
Kylee Moore 
Sammy Slife 
Lucy Thomas 
Martha Trevey 
 
June 19 
Cheri Carlson 
Will Gay 
Norm Hagman 
Susie O’Dierno 
Ellyn Walker 
 
June 20 
Reece Malone 
Ashley Moore 
Samantha O’Connell 
Andrew Gummow 
 
June 21 
Brooke Olson 
Emery Percell 
 
June 22 
Payton Hawes 
Darrell Johnson 
Burce Kobischka 
Mabel Paraggua 
Addison Stender 
Shirley Waddell 
Alex Foreman-Childs 
 
June 23 
Allison Ackerman 
Ruth Huckstep 
Jack Masters 
Hailey Wheelock 
 
June 24 
Molly Cook 
Jeff Holmgaard 
Greg Meyer 
Fran Schaible 
Olivia Stiles 
 
June 25 
Jeff Kearney 
Chris Jacobsen 
Anita Church 
Krystle Moore 
Brian Porter 
Harold Sweeney 
Gavin Reeder 
Liam Reeder 
Marlee Reeder 
 
 

June 26 
Ryan Lashock 
Traci Parker 
Patrick Anderson 
 
June 27 
Mary English 
Anna Gibbons 
Katie Slife 
Kayla Wainwright 
 
June 28 
Ally Johnson 
Riley Miller 
Tom Moss 
 
June 29 
Emma Cullen 
Steve Ewers 
Logan LaPour 
Erin Morgan 
 
June 30 
Morgan Bockhop 
Connie Bradel 
Trent Miller 
Toni Neitzel 
Nolan Taylor 
 

Birthdays 
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The Church is People 
 

Birth: 
Congratulations to Alex and Ashlee Sarver 
on the birth of a baby girl, Rory Louise, on 
May 20. Grandparents are Mark West and 
Melissa Sarver-West. 
 

Sympathy to: 
Jane Wesner, family and friends of Gordon 
Wesner, who died on April 24 
 
Joe and Deb Whinnery and family on the 
death of Joe’s mother, Lillian 
 

Baptism: 
Elias Vonn Nauman, son of Eric and Lisa 
(Truitt) Nauman, on May 5. 

June 2 
Dennis and Patrice Rinaldi 
 
June 3 
Dean and Doris Dion 
Bob Strachan and Evelyn Fox 
Steve and Karen Thomas 
 
June 4 
Denise and Charlie Granneman 
Scot and Deb Price 
 
June 5 
Rickie and Larry Andersen 
Pete and Debbie Gustafson 
Rachael and DJ Williams 
 
June 7 
Ray and Nola Wood 
 
June 8 
John and Karen Weedman 
 
June 10 
Curt and Lori Leppert 
 
June 11 
Tom and Ellyn Walker 
 
June 12 
George and Mary English 
Peg and Bob Giannangeli 
David and Sharon Mouri 
 
June 14 
John and Cynthia Beachum 
Daniel and Jennifer Harris 
Jane and Randy  Mathews 
Doug and Susan Pomatto 
 
June 15 
Rich and Judy Schultz 
Irv and Joanne Stewart 

June 16 
Ty and Jolene Unangst 
 
June 17 
Richard and Jeanine Wang 
 
June 19 
Becky and Gale Rippentrop 
 
June 20 
Greg and Kelly Finch 
 
June 21 
Scott and Laura Johannes 
Bill and Pam Miner 
Scott and Sue Sarauer 
Jim and Shirley Waddell 
 
June 22 
Rich and Donna Riha 
 
June 23 
Fran and Kerry Schaible 
Jason and Christine Woodard 
 
June 24 
Merle and Jan Clewett 
 
June 26 
Roy and Carol Stafford 
 
June 27 
Claire and Margot Kelley 
Jeanne and Orv Steinmetz 
 
June 28 
Rod and Gail Brady 
Linda and Scott Springer 
 
June 29 
Paul Carpenter and 
   Carla White-Carpenter 
Andrew and Jennifer Tate 
 
 

Congratulations to our  
College Graduates!  

· Josh Hayag graduated from Olivet Nazarene 
University with a Bachelor of Science in Infor-
mation Systems, cum laude 
 
· Keldon Lyn graduated from Northwestern 
University with a Bachelor of Arts in Neurosci-
ence, magna cum laude 
 
Blessings to you from your church family on the 
next chapter of your journey! 

Congratulations to Ann Daniels  
Ann Daniels will be presented with a United 
Voices for Children Award on June 4 during  
Annual Conference.  She will receive the Kathe-
rine B. Greene Child Worker Award for 41 years 
of service leading children’s programs in the 
church and community. Congratulations to Ann 
and all those who received awards for outstand-
ing advocacy and service for children and youth 
in Northern Illinois. 

Congratulations to Rex Parker  
Rex Parker was inducted into the Illinois Basket-
ball Coaches Association Hall of Fame.  He’s the 
first Rockford Public Schools player or coach 
added to the hall since 1987. Rex was a guard on 
the 1955 West High School state champion  
basketball team.  
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 Getting to Know You:   Ann Daniels 
By Don Black 
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(  continued on page 8) 

  “My life has revolved around church and school,” 
Ann Daniels said during a recent interview. “It’s been 
teacher or student since the first grade.” 
   This month the United Voices for Children 
(UVC) will present Ann its Child Worker Award “for 41 
years of service leading children’s programs in the 
church and community.”  Ann will be honored June 4 at 
the annual UVC Breakfast, during the Northern Illinois 
Annual Conference session.  She shares the award. 
   Ann, who’s been a member of our church more 
than 50 years, says, “I have taught Sunday School about 
everywhere.”   
 It started with her younger sister who was born 
when Ann was 8 years old. “I helped take care of her and 
kept her entertained,” Ann said. “That’s when I first 
knew I wanted to be a teacher. I had so much fun playing 
with her.” She also had a sister four years older than her. 
Both are deceased. 
 Ann grew up in Nokomis, Ill., a small farming 
community in Central Illinois. 
   “My family went to the Methodist church, a few 
blocks down the street, every Sunday,” she said. 

   Her parents sang 
in the choir. Her mother 
was church secretary. Her  
father, the town’s pharma-
cist, taught the adult  
Sunday School class. 
   “My job as a high 
schooler was to play the 
piano for the hymn singing 
in opening worship,” then 
to Sunday School, followed by the worship service. 
   Ann led her own Sunday School class of high 
school youths. She taught Vacation Bible School and  
attended Methodist Youth Fellowship. 
   In 1960 Ann went to Eastern Illinois University 
and attended church regularly. She was secretary of the 
collegiate Wesley Foundation. 
   One summer she was a counselor at a 6-weeks 
camp for underprivileged children in Tennessee. For two 
summers she worked in a law office. 
   That job convinced Ann that “working in the 
office just wasn’t my thing.” 



The Class of  2019 
The Preschool Graduation Ceremony consisted of 36 Graduates was held in the Sanctuary 
on Friday, May 24..Opening prayer by Pastor Dee, Special Music and presentation of di-
plomas highlighted the event. The audience of over 125 Mothers, Fathers, Grandparents 
and relatives were in attendance.Terri Butler, Assistant Director and Debbi Thurston, 
Director read names and presented each student with a diploma and graduation medallion.  

Blessing of  the Layettes on May 22 
Blessing of the layettes collected during the month of February by our congregation for Crusader Clinic 

 

UMW Spring Salad  
Luncheon on May 8 

 
About 60 women attended the 

annual salad luncheon. 
Judy Winder presented a  

program on buttons. 
A love offering was taken 

for Rock House Kids. 
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Bike, Trikes & Blessings 
May 15, 2019 

 
Bike races, games,  
bike blessings, and 

picnic supper for preschool  
and church families 
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