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To Everything, There Is a Season
CUMC prepares for summer of staff changes
“A time to break down, and a time to build up;
a time to weep, and a time to laugh.”
Ecclesiastes 3: 3-4

Scott Himel made a lasting impression on Darla Bradle at
a time when she wasn’t his intended audience.
“It was Palm Sunday,” says Bradle, chair of the StaffParish Relations Committee, “and Pastor Scott was doing
a children’s sermon on his hands and knees, in his robe,
playing a donkey. The idea of seeing Scott doing that! The
kids got a kick out of it, and we adults got as much of a
kick out of it as they did.”
But what developed in the years afterward is how she will
remember Himel, whose final day at Christ United Methodist Church is Thursday, June 14.
“From that point on, he was able to really relate to kids on
their kid level,” she says. “I’ll also remember his incredible, hearty laugh, and his intellect. He’s very smart, but
never uses his intellect to belittle the people he’s talking
to. He’s so humble.”

Saying Farewell to Pastor Scott Himel
Scott’s last Sunday at Our Master’s Center: June 3
Scott’s last Sunday at Alpine Center: June 10
Celebration program for Scott:
Sunday, June 10, 4:00 pm at Alpine Center
Last day in the church office: Thursday, June 14
Pastor Dan’s first day in worship will be
Sunday, July 1.

by Mark McGowan

CUMC will say goodbye to Himel from 4 to 5:30 p.m.
Sunday, June 10, during a special event in the Alpine
Center sanctuary with lighthearted stories from Don
Black and Paul Carpenter and music.
The farewell festivities also will feature a presentation
of “love gifts” and cards to Himel as well as cake, punch,
coffee and mingling in the Fellowship Hall.

Himel, who arrived at CUMC in the spring of 2013 with
his alto saxophone and love of all things Star Wars, will
on July 1 become pastor of North Shore United Methodist Church in suburban Glencoe.
Yet the initiatives he planted and nurtured in Rockford
will live on, Bradle says.
One is the video team, the members of which Himel recruited, trained and equipped so they could carry on
without him.
Another is the parish nurses. “I’m one of the parish
nurses, and Pastor Scott was our go-to person,” Bradle
says. “He was instrumental in getting us going and deciding how our parish nurse program at CUMC would
work.”
Pastor Scott’s departure is only the beginning of a busy
summer of staff changes at CUMC.
Daniel Lee, currently an associate pastor at Cary United
Methodist Church, arrives Sunday, July 1, at the Alpine
Center. Lee is taking over only some of Pastor Scott’s
pastoral responsibilities; the rest of his time is devoted
to working with the youth groups.
(To Everything, There is a Season continued on Page 5)

Reflections from Pastor Scott
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Reflections from Pastor Scott

Ecclesiastes 3:1-2, 14-15 (NRSV)
For everything there is a season, and a time for
every matter under heaven:
a time to be born, and a time to die;
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up
what is planted;
I know that whatever God does endures forever; nothing can be
added to it, nor anything taken from it; God has done this, so
that all should stand in awe before him. 15 That which is, already has been; that which is to be, already is;
and God seeks out what has gone by.
2

These words from Ecclesiastes resonate with me in the
midst of this season of transition between my five years of
service here at Christ UMC and my coming appointment
to Glencoe: North Shore UMC beginning this July.
When I first came to Christ UMC in late June, 2013, I
was very “green” to parish-based ministry. I remember
my first few Sundays being completely overwhelmed by
the fact that I had three services to do every single week!
When I returned home, I would just collapse (I still do,
but not to the same extent!). In my field education appointments during seminary, I served in smaller churches
that only had one service on Sunday morning. At the
time, that seemed like quite enough to me; little did I
know at the time what was in store for me at my next
appointment!
I have learned in this appointment how to be comfortable
acknowledging that, in order to grow, one has to be willing to take risks and make mistakes along the way. During my first two years of ministry here, Pastor Jane did
much to teach me the ropes of parish-based ministry, for
which I am most grateful. In addition, all of you were patient with me as I figured out how to preach, lead worship, and juggle the many day-to-day responsibilities of
serving in a church of Christ UMC’s size.

I also have witnessed in your midst how pastoral ministry
is very much a two-way street of blessing. While I have
sought to be faithful to the calling God has placed on my
life to help connect you all more fully to the loving grace
of God, your collective spirit of hospitality, service, and
commitment has formed me in untold ways. As but one
small example among so many, I have always been
touched by the dedication of both the Funeral Guild and
UMW Funeral Luncheon women and men. Christ UMC
offers such outstanding ministry to the bereaved. This is
something I will always remember and look back on
fondly years from now.
Ecclesiastes 3 reminds us that there is a beginning and
end to all events of our lives; yet, God is in the midst of it,
always working! I believe that our lives are, in a way,
comprised of a series of mini-births and deaths. When I
came to you all five years ago, each of you embraced me
so warmly and aided me in setting my roots into the soil
of your community. Now, after a season of challenging
and rich growth, God has called for me to be uprooted
from your midst and replanted into another community.
This process of being uprooted and replanting is difficult
for all of us. I write these words with tears in my eyes as I
think of the inevitable changes that this will bring about
in all of our lives. Please know how dearly I will miss you
all, and how grateful I am for your congregation’s spirit
and faith.

While our relationship today may be coming to an end,
Ecclesiastes 3 reminds us that there is a mysterious way
in which that which we built together endures in and
through God. I believe very much that, while we may not
be together bodily after my transition of appointment, the
memories we shared together will continue to live on in
each of our hearts, always changing and forming us as we
press forward in life. This is how I interpret the end of
v.15: “...and God seeks out what has gone by.”

Reflections from Pastor Scott continued on Page 3
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Many of you have asked me for specific dates related to
this transition, so here they are again in case this is
helpful: I preach my last sermon at Our Master’s Center on Sunday, June 3rd; I preach that same sermon at
the Alpine campus on Sunday, June 10th; I will continue working in the office for a few more days through
Thursday, June 14th; the movers show up at my parsonage on Friday, June 15th; I move into my new
apartment on Saturday, June 16th; and my first day of
work at North Shore UMC is Sunday, July 1st. Thankfully, I will have two weeks of vacation between this
appointment and the next to begin settling into my new
appointment, prepping for my first Sunday at North
Shore UMC, and finding time here-and-there to rest
before beginning the next adventure God has in store
for me!
May the God of all grace and power watch between us
in the midst of this transition, and long afterward.
Grace & peace,

Vacation Bible School
Rolling River Rampage
June 11-15, 2018
9:00 am—12:00 pm, Alpine Center
Vacation Bible School is open to children
4 years of age through 6th grade.
There are special field trips scheduled
for the graduating 6th graders.
Register online at:
https://rrr.cokesburyvbs.com/www.christumc.cc
For more information contact Joy Hayag at the church
office, 815-399-5910 or jhayag@christumc.cc.

Registration is free!!

Rev. Scott S. Himel

Welcome to Christ United Methodist Church!
Alpine Center
(MAILING ADDRESS FOR
BOTH CENTERS):
4509 Highcrest Road
Rockford, Il 61107
Phone: 815-399-5910
Office Hours: Monday—Friday
8:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.
Sunday Worship Services
Blended Worship Services:
8:00 and 9:30 a.m.
Celebration Service:
11:00 a.m.

Our Master’s Center
5973 Darlene Drive
Rockford, Il 61109
Phone: (815)399-5910
Sunday Worship Service
9:30 a.m. Child care is available
Rev. Jane Eesley, Sr. Pastor
jeesley@christumc.cc
Rev. Scott Himel, Assoc. Pastor
shimel@christumc.cc
Rev. Deanna Mede, Assoc. Pastor
dmede@christumc.cc

The Flame is a monthly publication of
Christ United Methodist Church,
available by mail or online at
www.christumc.cc.
Editor—Linda Kuntz
Features Writers—Don Black,
Mark McGowan, Beth A. Palm
Contributing Photographer—
Joe Whinnery
Director of Worship Arts—
Jody Warren

Christ UMC Facebook Pages
Christ United Methodist Church page
https://www.facebook.com/cumcrockford
Christ UMC Children’s and Family Ministries page
https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry
Christ UMC Student Ministries page
https://www.facebook.com/studentministriescumc/

Check out our website at:
www.christumc.cc
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United Methodist Women News

UMW Circle Schedule

The United Methodist Women invite all women
of the church to their circle meetings. Visitors
are welcome and encouraged! To learn more
about each circle, contact Carla White-Carpenter
at 815-885-3425 Some circles do not meet in the
summer.

Out to Lunch Bunch
Thursday, June 28, at 12:30 pm
At Red Lobster, 5827 E. State St.
For reservations, please contact Donna Kirk at 815633-8056 or email jeffreyt_kirk_853@comcast.net by
Tuesday, June 26. This is the same day as the TaDa
Party and you can easily join us for lunch following
the party.

Rebekah Circle
June Potluck
Donna and Dan Copeland will host the Rebekah Circle potluck on Wednesday, June 13, at 5:30 p.m. at
their home, 5016 Brookview Rd., Rockford. They will
provide the place settings, rolls, beverage, and ham.
Please RSVP to them at 815-877-8950 and let them
know if you can attend, if you’re bringing a guest, and
what food you’re bringing.

Quilters’ Annual Ta-Da Party
Save the Date
Thursday, June 28 at 9:00 am
Alpine Fellowship Hall
Everyone is welcome for our annual Ta-Da party.
Bring friends and family as we celebrate our work to
date. Refreshments will be served and quilts will be
available for sale. We will also have a bed-turning.
Bring a special quilt that you have to show and tell us
its story. If you have any questions, call Renèe Johnson at 815-397-9270.

UMW Greeting Cards
Cards by the UMW will be available for sale in Fellowship Hall, Alpine Center on June 10 and June 24.
Stop by and see our selection.

Save the date for TLC!
Saturday, October 6, 2018
This year’s annual Tender Loving Craft Fair will be held
Saturday, October 6, to coincide with Edgebrook’s
Cinnamon and Cider.
We are currently looking for the following:

Individuals (male or female) or groups who make
quality homemade goods to start making them to donate
to the UMW TLC craft booth. Consider discussing this
with your circles, men’s groups, and friends.

Exhibitors—we had rave reviews last year with the
changed date.
All money made goes to missions. For general questions,
please contact Diane Wilson at 815-282-6931. For
exhibitors, please contact Diane Kirkland at 815-621-3118.

TLC Women’s Clothing Resale
As we transition from winter to spring and summer, please
set aside clothing you no longer want. Collections at the
church sites will start the beginning of September. We are
looking for all sizes of women’s clothing in good condition.
Sweaters, jackets, coats, blouses, slacks, shoes and purses are
included in the sale. If you have questions, please contact
Karen McWilliams at 402-880-7889.

Front Page Story Continued; Seasons of My Soul
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(To Everything, There is a Season
continued from Page 1)

Jenny Thomas, director of Youth Development since
2014, is leaving Friday, Aug. 10, to prepare for law
school after showing Pastor Dan the inner-workings of
SALT and 412 and taking him along for summer work
camp. Pastor Dee Mede will succeed Thomas as teacher
of the confirmation class.
“We will miss Scott and Jenny very much, but the lessons they taught us and the blessings they shared will
live on,” Pastor Jane Eesley says. “We look forward to
sharing ministry with Pastor Dan Lee and witnessing
how God will work through him.”

Love Gift for Pastor Scott
You will have an opportunity to participate in a love
offering for Pastor Scott by mailing checks to the
church, bringing checks or cash to the church office, or
placing in the offering plate on Sundays, May 27 and
June 3. Mark them ”Love Gift-Scott.” We would like to
be able to present them on the day of the celebration on
Sunday, June 10. You may make the non-tax deductible
checks out to Christ UMC.
The deadline for receiving your gift for Scott is
Thursday, June 7.

Nursery Care Workers Needed!
Nursery care workers are responsible for attending to young children during Sunday worship services,
various church meetings and events. This is a paid
position.
Schedules are very flexible! Interested candidates
must be 18 years or older and willing to undergo a
background check/substance abuse check. Nursery care
workers are needed at both our Alpine Center and Our
Master's worship centers. If interested in becoming a
nursery care worker, please email our Director of Children's and Family Ministries, Joy Hayag,
at jhayag@christumc.cc.

Seasons of My Soul:
Conversations in the
Second Half of Life
This summer, Christ United Methodist Church will be
offering a program geared to older adults. The name of
the program is Seasons of My Soul: Conversations in the
Second Half of Life. Rev. Gordon Johnson will be the
facilitator.
There will be eight sessions. Each session will last an
hour to an hour and a half. Each session is built around
a Scripture passage relevant to the topic being
explored.
The program topics are: Identity, Memories, Transition Times, Wisdom, Roles and Relationships, Forgiveness and Reconciliation, Death and Dying, and
Celebration of Life. Each topic is independent of other
topics so if you miss one week you will not be lost or
behind!
While this program is primarily for older adults (folks
fifty and older), anyone interested in these topics is invited to join us. This program is open to anyone in the
community, so invite a friend!
There is no cost to attend. You can bring your Bible if
you wish. There will be handouts of the Scripture if
you prefer not to bring your own Bible. Call the
church office at 815-399-5910 to sign up.
We will be meeting on Mondays, June 11—July 30.
We’ll meet in the Alpine Dining Room,
10:00-11:30 a.m.
We look forward to seeing you there!
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Fellowship News; Summer Choir at Our Master’s Center

Scrapbooking Group
Scrapbooking/Stamping is scheduled Saturday,
June 16, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the Alpine Dining
Room. Stay for all day or just a half day - whatever fits
your schedule. Not everyone in our group scrapbooks. Some are stamping or working on other projects,
so join us for a fun day of crafting! If children will
be joining us, it's requested they be at least middle
school age.

As always, please bring money for a sandwich plus a
snack to share and your own beverage. Any questions,
call Mary Hicks at 815-742-1136

June 22 Movie Night

Kubo and the Two Strings
Kubo and the Two Strings (2016) is an action adventure
that deals with meaningful subjects. The beautiful animation uses origami and stop motion. Kubo (voiced by Art
Parkinson) is making a meager living for himself and his
mother by telling stories in his village in Japan, but then
he accidentally summons an evil spirit. He flees, and on
his journey he attempts to save his family and solve the
mystery of his father, once a great samurai warrior. This
movie (101 min.) is rated PG for thematic elements; scary
images, action, and peril.

WOWS
Widows Or Widowers and Singles
Open to all single women
age 65 and over
In June:
WOWS is going to Garrett’s on Bell School Road for
lunch on June 20, at noon. For reservations, please
contact Carol Letsinger at 815-399-1291 no later than
June 15.
In July:
On Wednesday, July 18, the WOWS will have lunch at
Stockholm Inn. We will meet there at noon. To make a
reservation or if you have questions, please call Sandi at
815-963-7634.

CUMC Senior Fellowship Group
Friday, June 15, at noon,
Alpine Center Dining Room
Come and join this group for seniors for a wonderful homemade lunch and fellowship with your friends.
After lunch, we’ll have a delightful program by speaker
Nancy Hanewall Stacy, who will present a light-hearted
and humorous look at the aging process!
Please call the church office at 815-399-5910 to
make your reservation by Monday, June 11.

“One and Done” The Sequel
Our Master’s Center Chancel Choir “One and Done” Summer Ministry
The Chancel Choir is repeating their “One and Done” ministry this summer. We will practice on a Wednesday and
sing the following Sunday and then be DONE for that month. Check out the schedule below, and join us at any or all
of these ministries.

If you’ve always wanted to try choir, but haven’t, you’re invited!

If your schedule could not handle a regular weekly practice, you’re invited!

If you are a Sanctuary Choir member and miss singing in the summer, you’re invited!

If you are a Wesley Ringers ringer and want to be a singer, you’re invited!

If you’re 18 years old or more, you are invited!

“One and Done" Ministry Schedule
June: Wednesday Rehearsal - 6/6 at 7:00 p.m.
Sunday Ministry - 6/10 at 8:45 am for warm up, rehearsal and 9:30 am service.

July: Wednesday Rehearsal - 7/11 at 7:00 p.m.
Sunday Ministry - 7/15 at 8:45 am for warm up, rehearsal and 9:30 am service.
August: Wednesday Rehearsal - 8/22 at 7:00 p.m.
Sunday Ministry - 8/26 at 8:45 am for warm up, rehearsal and 9:30 am service.
Any questions? Email Richard Stiltner at rstiltner@christumc.cc.

Coins, Bag It Sunday, Breakthrough Prayer; Car Hop
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Coins for Rainbow Covenant giving in June
.
Our coins for Rainbow Covenant mission giving each Sunday in June will go to the Centennial Kids’ Club at Centennial UMC- Rockford.
 Children from kindergarten to 5th grade gather each Saturday morning
 Volunteers provide a multicultural arts program
 SKC promotes individual growth, cultural awareness, peaceful conflict resolution, and
civic responsibility and provides emotional and spiritual support to the children and their
families

Bag It Sunday is June 18
Bag It Sunday is June 18 and once again a time to help those experiencing a food crisis. Please start selecting nonperishable foods to donate to the many who need our help. Recommendations include canned fruits & vegetables, macaroni & cheese, soup, pasta, rice, canned meat, cereal and peanut butter. Monetary donations can be made by writing a
check to CUMC with "food pantry" written on the memo line.
Think of the many Bible passages telling us to help those who are less fortunate and make this special collection a success. As a reminder, paper bags will be handed out after each service the Sunday prior and receptacles for donation will
be placed near major entrances on the 18th.

God
Opens
Doors

Sunday, June 24, 4:00-7:00 pm
Alpine Center Green Space
It’s that time of year again! Time for our annual
50’s style cookout.


Come and enjoy a dinner of burgers, hot dogs,
potato salad, root beer floats, and all the fixings.
 All proceeds to benefit the Senior High Workcamp trip to Jackson, Michigan.

Please come and support our youth and
summer mission trip!

Ask, and it will be given to you;
Search, and you will find;
Knock, and the door will be opened for you.
Matthew 7:7

Daily Breakthrough Prayer
Please stop and pray this prayer daily at
7:07 a.m. and/or 7:07 p.m.
God of hopes and dreams and visions
for the future, we ask you to send the
Holy Spirit to break through into
our lives and into your church.
Help us sense where your Spirit is leading.
Give us faith and courage to
step through the doors that you open.

Amen.
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(John Beachum continued from back page)

He has always been a Methodist. John was an
only child who graduated from Tinley Park High
School, after the family had moved out of Chicago in
the mid-1960s.
John knew his wife in high school. “She was a
grade ahead of me,” he explained. They’ve been married 42 years.
Both were into athletics. He was on the varsity basketball and baseball teams. He was considered a
good enough left-handed pitcher to think about going
professional. A broken elbow ended that dream.
Cynthia retired after coaching gymnastic and
acrobatic teams for 20 years on the Southside.
But, like many athletes
who can’t play the game anymore,
John wanted to write about sports.
“I was going to be the next great
sports columnist for the (Chicago)
Tribune,” he said.
A professor at Northern
Illinois University helped John decide during his senior year which direction to take in journalism – news
or advertising. He wrote down pluses and minuses for
each career. John chose advertising and marketing and
has been in that business for 30 years.
After graduation from NIU in 1978, John was
a copy writer at the old Goldblatt’s department store
chain in Chicago.
He also was a “stringer” for local newspapers.
A stringer got paid by the inches of his published
articles.

John almost went to the Vietnam War. “I had a
low draft number,” he said … “a single digit.” However,
President Nixon resigned and both the war and draft ended. “I was lucky,” John admitted.
People also may remember when John worked for
Gannett, at the Rockford Register Star, from 2003 to
2006. He also was vice president of Communications and
Resource Development for United Way of Rock River
Valley in 2006.
John’s hobbies are gardening, walking, golf, music and writing – when he can get time for them. And,
he’s a White Sox fan.
He has received many national trade and industry
honors and recognitions over the
years. “But the titles that matter anymore are Husband, Dad and Granddad,” he said.
Asked to reflect on the role of
Amazon in today’s business climate,
John brought up QVC. “I remember
when everyone was afraid that OVC on television was the
future of business, now it’s Amazon,” he said. “It’ll be
someone else in the future (after Amazon).
But right now, since John is near his retirement
years, he’s not worried.

Congratulations to our College Graduates!


Sara Eilers from Bradley University with her Bachelors in Teaching. She will have 2 degrees - One in elementary
education and the other in middle school education.
 Johann Hayag from University of Illinois at Chicago with a Bachelor of Science in Chemistry
 Ally Johnson from UW Whitewater with a Bachelor of Arts:
Major: Art with an emphasis on Graphic Design and a Minor: Health Promotions
 Lindsey Roegner from SCAD (Savannah College of Art & Design) in Savannah, Georgia with a BFA in Illustration-Publishing & Licensing with a Minor in Fibers. She is interested in children’s book illustration and surface
design. Here is a link to her website of her work - http://lmroegner.com/illustration
And congratulations to:
 Gretchen Beaman getting her Associates in Arts degree from Rock Valley College while being a very involved
mom, wife, and community member!
 Anna Gibbons graduating from Carroll University with a degree in Exercise Science continuing on at Carroll in a
graduate program for Physical Therapy.

The Flame
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Kris Geddes

Kris became acquainted with Christ UMC Alpine
when she was young and came with her neighbor
friends, Rich and Judy Schultz’s daughters to Vacation
Bible School. Kris’ parents, Joyce and Chuck Lantz,
lived on the same street, Pinecrest. The kids grew up
together and looked forward to attending VBS every
year. Kris shared that when she was young they were
members of a different church. Her impression of
Christ UMC as a child was that it was very homey
and welcoming. She said, “It was the fun church.”
Around sophomore grade, Kris’ family began attending Christ UMC. Kris’ grandparents, James and Gertrude Clark, were members of Christ UMC since the
early 1970s. Kris had family and friend ties that welcomed her into the church family. She said she always
felt that all are welcome here. That impression has
impacted her faith.
Later, Rev. Emery Percell was the pastor when Kris
married her husband Duncan Geddes on November 4,
1995. Both of their children, Cam and Bronwyn were
baptized and grew up in the church. Cam just finished
freshman year at Hope College and Bronwyn completed freshman year at Rockford Christian School.
Kris enjoys living out her faith through serving on
committees in the church. She has served on the
Nominations Committee and is currently serving on
the Staff Parish Relations Committee. Her mom, Joyce
Lantz, coordinates funeral luncheons. Kris enjoys
helping with this ministry to support others in our
church family.

Giving back to the community is important to Kris as
well. Kris shared that she is physically able to do
things and wants to give in the community. She said
she has done this from way back when her mom
dressed her in a frog costume for the American Cancer
Society and she passed out brochures about not
smoking. She served on Junior League for several

years and volunteered at the
Literacy Council. Kris has
been a residential real estate
broker for 14 years at Keller
Williams Realty. She enjoys
the day each year that her
Realty group comes together
for a day to volunteer at an organization doing whatever
needs done. This year they painted at Rock House Kids
organization.
Her parents were role models to her with their active lives
of volunteering. She said that her dad was in Kiwanis and
was involved in Special Olympics. Chuck started the souvenir booth for Special Olympics in the early 1980's. The
family worked the booth for over 30 years and when her
dad was still alive, the whole extended family did it together. He also used to order all of the Special Olympic pins
that the athletes received to commemorate the specific
year. Kris enjoyed her many years of volunteering with
Special Olympics.
Kris said she believes, “It is important for my kids to see
their parents volunteer in the community. Every person in
my family volunteers for something. Volunteering impacts
the faith of all of you.” She believes that volunteering is
modeling faith for others. Kris shared that her mother
modeled volunteering throughout her life and still does,
even though she claims to be retired. Her mom is still
planning funeral lunches, driving cancer patients to
appointments, and sharing other blessings of lending a
hand. For Kris, serving others just becomes a natural way
of life handed down generation to generation.

The Flame
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Getting to Know Hymn; Summer Music
Getting to Know Hymn
“Praise Him! Praise Him!”
Fanny Jane Crosby (1820-1915)

Praise Him! Praise Him! Jesus, our
blessed Redeemer!
Sing, O Earth, His wonderful love
proclaim!
Hail Him! Hail Him! Highest archangels in glory;
Strength and honor give to His holy
name!
Like a shepherd Jesus will guard His
children,
In His arms He carries them all day
long:
Refrain:
Praise Him! Praise Him! Tell of his
excellent greatness.
Praise Him! Praise Him! Ever in
joyful song!

Praise Him! Praise Him! Jesus, our
blessed Redeemer!
For our sins He suffered, and bled
and died;
He our Rock, our hope of eternal
salvation.
Hail Him! Hail Him! Jesus the Crucified.
Sound His praises! Jesus who bore
our sorrows;
Love unbounded, wonderful, deep
and strong.

Taken with permission from
The One Year Great Songs of Faith,
Tyndale House Publishers, 1995

Many of us remember when school
teachers marked papers with grades of “good,”
“very good,” and “excellent.” There was nothing wrong with a “good” paper but the
“excellent” one went beyond expectations. It
excelled.
In this hymn, Fanny Crosby urges us
to praise God for His “excellent” greatness.
Consider who or what, besides God, is the
greatest thing in your life. Your family? Your
home? Your friends? Your softball team?
These may be good, even very good, but God
is greater. He excels above all other aspects of
our lives. His greatness exceeds our ability to
praise Him.
It’s hard to find a hymn richer in praise
and joy. Jesus is hailed as Rock, Redeemer,
Prophet, Priest and King. But just when we
begin to think He’s so “excellent” that He’s out
of reach, we see Him as a Shepherd, carrying
His little ones in His arms.

“Make a joyful noise to the Lord!”
Summer Music 2018
Alpine and Our Master’s Centers
In the summer, our regular music programs take a break so that YOU have an opportunity to share your musical talent at either the Alpine Center or the Our Master’s Center, or both. We will celebrate the musical gifts and talents of
our congregation in worship May 27-Sept 2. We are looking for soloists, duets, or small groups, of any age that are
willing to sing or play an instrument in worship at the 9:30 service at Our Master’s Center, and the 8:00 and 9:30 services at Alpine Center.
For Alpine Center: Please contact Jody Warren at church at 815-399-5910 or by email at jodywarren@christumc.cc
For Our Master’s Center, please contact Sherrill Muller at 815-520-4158 or by email at slmmrm66@gmail.com
Worship service dates will be filled on a first come, first serve basis, so please contact Jody or Sherrill as soon as possible. Jody will be happy to help you find music.
As always, you don’t need any previous choir experience to participate in worship, just a desire to spread the Word of
God through your love of music!
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SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE
8:00 a.m. Nursery Child Care is available
in the Nursery Room for
Infants and Toddlers
No Sunday School at this worship hour

Vacation Bible School
Rolling River Rampage
June 11-15, 2018
9:00 am—12:00 pm, Alpine Center
Vacation Bible School is open to children
4 years of age through 6th grade.
There are special field trips scheduled
for the graduating 6th graders.

Register online at:
https://rrr.cokesburyvbs.com/
www.christumc.cc
For more information contact Joy Hayag at
the church office, 815-399-5910 or
jhayag@christumc.cc.

Family Day Camp
Come and join us for a
family fun day
at Reynoldswood Camp
in Dixon






9:30 a.m. at Alpine Center
Infants and Toddlers: Nursery Room
Preschool Class (ages 4 to kindergarten) Room #7
1st Grade—3rd Grade—Room #1
4th Grade—5th Grade—Room #3

Every first Sunday of the month children will start
their class downstairs and will come up for
communion and return to their classroom.





9:30 a.m. Worship Hour OMC
Infants: Nursery
Pre-School-Kindergarten: Nursery Room
1st-5th Grade: Sunday School Room





11:00 a.m. Worship Hour Alpine Center
Infants and Toddlers: Nursery Room
Pre-School Ages 4 to Kindergarten: Room 7
Grade1-5 Class: Room 1

Note: Communion is every Sunday for the
children

Saturday, June 30, 2018
9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.
Activities for everyone including:
 Archery * Campfire and Marshmallow Roast
 Outdoor Pool *Boating *Hayride *Prayer Trail
Registration Fee: $ 5.00 per person
Bring a picnic food to share (Lunch)
For more information, please contact Joy Hayag
at 815-399-5910

https://www.facebook.com/
Christumcchildrensministry
Visit our webpage at:
http://www.christumc.cc/ministries/
children
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Birthdays

June 10
Gail Rothermel
Teena Scheub
Andrew Tate

June 1
Jenny Jeschke
Elmer Kietzmann
Cindi Lutes
Sylvia Reuterfors
Hayley Rydberg
Katherine Woodard
Ronan Kerr
June 2
Anna Moczynski
Jace Scribner
Mary Seigfreid
Luke Widstrom
June 3
Barry Beaman
Cora Olson
Patti Replogle
Amy Swanson
June 4
Maryann Leonard
Connie Silletti
June 5
Rebecca Alston
Brianna Corrigan
Ben Holmertz
Kelley Roach
Rich Roach
Chloe Sadewater
Gene Seuring
June 6
Debbie Rogers
Sam Hayag
June 7
Alice Mocynski
Laura Varland
David Winker
June 8
Lisa Scribner
June 9
Jeff Baldwin
Beth Hajek
Brenda McDonough
Ken McMillin
Jeff Wallem

June 11
Chloe Alexander
Cooper Leaich
June 12
Bruce Dearborn
Aaron Huber
Sharon Snyder
June 13
Frank Dyke
Mary Kay Johnson
Marc Kuntz
Ashlee Sarver
Jody Warren
June 14
Jack Erickson
Shane Hough
Katelyn Sarauer
Gayle Scheuer
June 15
Peter Herrmann
Laura Johannes
Carter McGowan
Lindsey Oyler
Annabel Seeling
John Silletti
Shelly Watson
Adelyn McKnight
June 16
Ronnie Bass
Tony Moczynski
James Noonan
Nicole Riemer
June 17
Jimmie Alston
Rylee Hunter
Mark Kneller
June Lietz
Kailee Thurston
Elizabeth Flygare
Carson Sanchez
June 18
Jennifer Baker
Carol Earnest
Kylee Moore
John Shourek
Sammy Slife
Lucy Thomas
Martha Trevey

June 19
Cheri Carlson
Will Gay
Norm Hagman
Susie O’Dierno
Ellyn Walker

June 27
Lauren Abbott
Mary English
Anna Gibbons
Katie Slife
Kayla Wainwright

June 20
Ashley Moore
Samantha O’Connell
Andrew Gummow

June 28
Ally Johnson
Riley Miller
Tom Moss

June 21
Brooke Olson
Emery Percell

June 29
Emma Cullen
Steve Ewers
Gary Fall
Logan LaPour
Erin Morgan
Leonard Pink

June 22
Alex Childs
Payton Hawes
Darrell Johnson
Bruce Kobischka
Mabel Paraggua
Addison Stender
Shirley Waddell
June 23
Allison Ackerman
Ruth Huckstep
Jack Masters
Hailey Wheelock
June 24
Molly Cook
Ben Conway
Jeff Holmgaard
Keith Magnus
Greg Meyer
Fran Schaible
Olivia Stiles
June 25
Jeff Kearney
Chris Jacobsen
Anita Church
Krystle Moore
Brian Porter
Harold Sweeney
Gavin Reeder
Liam Reeder
Marlee Reeder
June 26
Ryan Lashock
Traci Parker

June 30
Morgan Bockhop
Connie Bradel
Trent Miller
Toni Neitzel
Nolan Taylor

Anniversaries

June 2
Dennis and Patrice Rinaldi
Curtis and Sharon Bliss

June 15
Rich and Judy Schultz
Irv and Joanne Stewart

June 3
Dean and Doris Dion
Bob Strachan and Evelyn Fox
Steve and Karen Thomas

June 16
Ty and Jolene Unangst

June 4
Denise and Charlie Granneman
Scot and Deb Price
June 5
Rickie and Lary Andersen
Pete and Debbie Gustafson
DJ and Rachael Williams
June 7
Ray and Nola Wood
June 8
Betty and Gene Nelson
John and Karen Weedman
June 10
Korey and Erika Coffer
Curt and Lori Leppert
June 11
Tom and Ellyn Walker
June 12
George and Mary English
Bob and Peg Giannangeli
Jenny and Alex Jeschke
David and Sharon Mouri
June 14
John and Cynthia Beachum
Daniel and Jennifer Harris
Jane and Randy Mathews
Susan and Doug Pomatto

June 17
Richard and Jeanine Wang
June 18
Keith and Priscilla Carr
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The Church is People
Sympathy to:
Sully Sullivan and family on the death of Sully’s
son, Gary, on April 23
Pastor Sun Hyung Jo and family on the death of
his mother in Korea

Myrna Schelling and family on the death of her
son, Lonnie Schelling, on April 25.

June 19
Gale and Becky Rippentrop

Amy and Noel Nickel and family on the death of
Amy’s brother, Stewart Boeselager, on May 2.

June 20
Greg and Kelly Finch

Eric and Pastor Dee Mede on the death of Eric’s
cousin, Mike

June 21
Craig and Sue Anderson
Scott and Laura Johannes
Bill and Pam Miner
Scott and Sue Sarauer
Jim and Shirley Waddell

Joan Francis and Ruth Ann Francis on the death
of their mother, Peg Francis, on April 29

June 22
Rich and Donna Riha
June 23
Fran and Kerry Schaible
Jason and Christine
Woodard
June 27
Margot and Claire Kelley
Orv and Jeanne Steinmetz

June 28
Rod and Gail Brady
Scott and Linda Springer
June 29
Paul Carpenter and
Carla White-Carpenter
Andrew and Jennifer Tate

Dave and Karen Cox and family on the death of
Dave’s brother, Jerry
Sharon Skaife and family on the death of her
mother, on May 1
The family of Travis King, staff member, who died
on May 24

Birth:
Jeff and Donna Kirk announce the birth of Evaline
Poust on May 18. Mom is Gail Kirk Poust.
Evaline joins big brother, Arlan, and her mom and
dad at home in El Cerritos, CA.

New Members:
Kellie Carrier and Krista Jardeen joined the
church on Sunday, May 27.
(Kellie and Krista are pictured on the insert in this
issue)
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MELD Baby Shower
The Outreach Team and Patti Walker thank all of
those who made the MELD baby shower a success.
Your support will help MELD continue to provide
assistance and programs for young parents and their
children in our community.







From the Board of United Voices for Children
On behalf of the United Voices for Children, we thank
your congregation for their donations during the 5th
Sunday appeals. Your thoughtfulness has made a
difference in the lives of so many children.

Richard and Kathy Stiltner
Thank you for your kind expression of sympathy on the
death of Kathy’s brother. It was so wonderful to see all the
names of people who took the time to individually sign the
sympathy card. And it was such a gift to be remembered in
prayer. You comfort and encouragement were so
appreciated.
Project Undershare Donations Appreciated
A grateful thank you for all the donations to the Undershare project. They are truly a blessing. Over 150 t-shirts,
socks and underwear were donated. Chris from the Undershare Project said the items are given out as fast as they
come in. Thank you for your generosity.

Clergy Day Apart at CUMC

“You did it again!”
Thank you to all the volunteers who made the Northern Illinois Conference Clergy Day Apart on Tuesday, May 15,
such a tremendous success! I had already experienced the amazing hospitality of Christ UMC before I was appointed
here in 2011, because I had come to Christ UMC when our church hosted the conference Board of Ordained Ministry
Candidates Conference gatherings.
When we were invited to host the Clergy Day Apart, I knew that people from Christ UMC would step up and serve.
My heavens, did you ever serve!! You served as parking lot attendants, and as hosts, as food servers, and child care
providers. Our staff served as worship support, sound and media support, and hospitality support. Together you made
a beautiful day for our clergy. The bishop and district superintendents were so grateful for the hospitality suite that
we offered, and so many clergy commended me on the gracious way that you welcomed the clergy to the meeting.
I informed them that I deserve no credit – the hospitality was already in place when I was appointed here. Thank you
for—yet again – making me so very proud of you!
In Christ,
Jane
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Displaced persons live in Rockford
“You shall also love the stranger, for you were strangers
in the land of Egypt.”

—Deuteronomy 10:19

The Bishop’s Appeal gives everyone, not just members of the
Annual Conference, a chance to contribute to a named cause for the
year. In 2018 that special offering goes to help the over 65 million displaced persons worldwide. Two-thirds of the money will go to world missions; one-third will stay in the Northern Illinois Conference. At CUMC on the first Sunday in May, $400 was given in coins and other donations! What a great
start. You can still donate by putting in the collection plate your cash or check clearly marked “Bishop’s Appeal” or
drop it off at the office. But maybe you have more time than money. Here’s another option.
Ways to help displaced persons with your time
In Rockford, Catholic Charities settles newly-arrived refugees, who are a specific group of displaced persons, in
their new community. Refugees fled their homes because of threats to their lives or fear of persecution because of race,
religion, nationality, political opinion, or membership in a social group. Refugees are thoroughly vetted by the U.N.
and several U.S. agencies. Arriving in Rockford, the refugees look forward to restarting their lives. Here are several
ways volunteers can help:
1. Join the transportation pool and take the new families and individuals to medical appointments. This would be on
an occasional basis.
2.

Take families to school to help register children.

3. If you like fabric arts (sewing, crocheting, etc.), become a mentor to the Piecemakers on Friday mornings at Catholic Charities’ offices at 6116 Mulford Village Drive, Rockford, IL (NE corner of Alpine & Mulford behind Chase
Bank).
4. Assist clients to obtain State IDs at the DMV and open up bank accounts. Babysit/tutor children during adult
ESL classes, write resumes, and provide employment connections.

Catholic Charities is required to have all volunteers complete a background check and Protecting God’s Children
training. If you have questions or want to volunteer, contact Emily Schwartz at 710.210.4009.

Good Grief Support Group
Thursday, June 28, 5:00-7:00 pm,
Alpine Coffee House
Good Grief is a grief support group for anyone who has
lost a loved one. No sign-ups necessary; just come as
you can. Please contact Pastor Dee if you have any questions.

Sunday Morning Weather Warning
In the event of a tornado warning--- follow directions
given by an usher.
Shelters for those who cannot use the stairs are the
restrooms. All others, please go to the Activity Room on
the lower level. Do NOT use the elevator.
Children in Sunday School and Nursery will meet parents
in the Activity Room Please stay together and use designated shelters
Questions? Email Pete Erickson: ertl10@aol.com or Ken
Kern: kenk4867@gmail.com

A Musical Variety Show
Presented by Senior Follies
With emcee Paul Logli
A fundraiser for VetsRoll to thank and honor
America’s aging veteran heroes.
Four performances:
Tuesday, July 31, 2:00 pm
Wednesday, August 1, 2:00 pm
Wednesday, August 1, 6:30 pm
Thursday, August 2, 2:00 pm
All performances at the Nordlof Center
Tickets are $10 and can be purchased at:
SwedishAmerican Volunteer Office
SwedishAmerican Plaza Business Office
RVC Center for Learning in Retirement
Nordlof Center box office on performance dates
Christ UMC is a sponsor of Senior Follies, providing
rehearsal space at the church. Some members of Christ
UMC are involved in this production. Get your tickets
and come enjoy the fun!

New Members:
We are happy to introduce Kellie Carrier and Krista Jardeen, who joined Christ UMC on May 27

New Member:
Kellie Carrier

New Member:
Krista Jardeen
Pictured with her children,
Hailey and Zachary

1928 Party:
This festive party for those
from our congregation who are in the
vicinity of age 90 were honored at Our
Master’s Center on Saturday, April 28

MELD Baby Shower:
The baby shower to benefit
young parents through the
MELD organization
was held on May 6

Pentecost, 2018:
A Wing and a Prayer Dixieland
Orchestra helped us to
celebrate Pentecost on May 20

Bikes, Trikes, and Blessings:
On Wednesday, May 16, families from our church and preschool center gathered for a blessing of
their bikes, games, races and dinner. This event included fund raising
to benefit St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital.
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Next Flame Deadline: June 21, 2018
Check out our website:
www.christumc.cc

Articles may be e-mailed to lindakuntz@christumc.cc or
mailed/brought to the church office by the deadline date.

Getting to Know You: John Beacham
By Don Black
John Beachum was a youngster when years ago
his mother worked as head cashier at JC Penney and
Sears, Roebuck and Company department stores.
Now John is working for Sears, as its Associate
Creative Director/Creative Planning Manager/ Integrated Marketing Communications, at Hoffman Estates.
“We’ve come a full circle, from my mother to me,” John
said during an interview.
When asked to provide a scope for the responsibilities of his long title, he explained that he and his
staff of about a dozen at Sears Holding Corp., affect sales
of $12.8 billion (that’s right, billion).
At Christ United Methodist Church, he’s
providing his expertise to the Staff-Parish Committee.
“I’ve kept a low profile at church,” John said, because the
demands of his job soak up much of his time.
He and his wife, Cynthia, joined Christ Church
in 2013. They usually attend the 11 a.m. service.
John was more active at Whitefish Bay UMC
near Milwaukee when they lived there. He led youth
mission trips to the Appalachia Service Project in Tennessee and West Virginia, and Youthworks at Pine
Ridge Reservation, South Dakota.

His
daughter Cara
went on a couple of the trips.
She now lives in
Antioch, IL, and has two children.
Their son Josh, who’s a writer and musician,
lives in Rockford.
The family went to Wisconsin in 1989 when
Bergner’s took over Carson Pirie Scott. He was its director of promotions and publicity until 2002. “People
may remember the ‘Goodwill Sales’ at Bergner’s,” John
said. His team was responsible for that in 1992 and
Bergner’s fund raising later for breast cancer research.
He also was a member of the Marketing
Planning Committee at The Children’s Hospital and
the Common Council at The Medical College, both of
Wisconsin.
John was raised on the Southside of Chicago.
His father was a World War II Navy veteran who
became a mailman.
(Continued on page 8)

