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Pastor Scott Himel loves to get his hands on the latest 
gadgets, tinker with their capabilities and ponder the 
possibilities and power of their applications. 
 
So when he joined the Communications Team of the 
Ditch the Debt, Grow Our Ministries Capital Campaign 
and talk turned to dressing up brochures with photo-
graphs, Himel’s tech-attuned mind quickly went another 
direction. 
 
“I really felt God subtly revealing to me that video could 
be used to reveal how the Holy Spirit is at work in our 
church,” Himel says, “and to in-
spire people to deeper levels of 
faithfulness. The beauty in video 
is when you can show and not 
just tell.” 
 
Fast-forward a couple of years, 
and video has become an integral 
part of the CUMC experience. 
 
Videos conceived, shot and edit-
ed by Himel and his team – Den-
nis Rinaldi and Mark West – are 
common parts of worship ser-
vices at both centers. Those 
same pieces yield strong engage-
ment on the church’s Facebook page. 
 
The trio is covering events, from high school work camps 
to the Blessing of the Bikes. They are creating advertise-
ments to promote programs people might want to attend. 
They are filming skits, such as the funny scene where the 
“family” sits down to enjoy slices of “Rosecrance pie.” 
 
Occasionally, they’re projecting photographs on the 
screen via a slideshow – images that, while not video, still 
manage to illustrate a story better than words alone. 

Maybe most importantly, however, the team is captur-
ing video testimonials from congregation members who 
speak honestly and profoundly about their faith. 
 
“Content is king in video,” Himel says. “If the content 
isn’t good, it doesn’t matter how polished the video is; it 
just isn’t going to be compelling.” 
 
Himel and his team begin each project with a vision of 
what they want to accomplish. That idea then goes to 
the CUMC administration for Pastor Jane Eesley’s  
approval, “especially if it’s something new and out of the 

box.” 
 
After approval is obtained, the 
team begins to plan, shoot and  
edit. 
 
Rinaldi, who has assisted Pat-
rick Lauher with sound and me-
dia during Alpine Center wor-
ship services for a couple of 
years, was intrigued by the op-
portunity to work in video. 
 
“I was very interested in the 
mechanics of video editing, but 

it soon became apparent that vid-
eo production would be a powerful tool for the church to 
communicate with the church body and with the com-
munity,” Rinaldi says. 
 
“It’s my hope that as we continue to produce these vide-
os and place them on the web that people in the commu-
nity will get a glimpse of the vast ministries the church 
offers,” he adds, “and, hopefully, start coming to the 
church to participate in one, or several, of these  
ministries.” 

          The         Flame 

Telling Stories 
CUMC’s Video Ministry portrays Holy Spirit at work in the church by Mark McGowan 

Video Ministry 
Green Screen Room at Alpine Center 

(Continued on Page 7) 
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"Make a joyful noise to the LORD, 
   all the earth. 

Worship the LORD with gladness; 
   come into his presence with singing" 

 (Psalm 100:1-2, NRSV). 

 
The Bible's Greatest Hits 

 
During my recent diagnosis, surgery, and recovery pro-
cess, I have felt even more strongly the power, comfort, 
and guidance of scripture.  As I share some of the scrip-
tures that have meant the most to me during this time, I 
hope it'll encourage you to reflect upon what scripture 
passages have encouraged and guided you throughout 
your life. 
 
Scene one:  Brain MRI, March, 2017. 
Starting this winter, I had the strange sensation that 
there was something off to the left--almost as if there 
were a grey patch that I'd see if only I turned my head 
quickly enough.  I went to the ophthalmologist, who rec-
ommend a visual field test, which showed deficits in pe-
ripheral vision.  The doctor said that my test results sug-
gested a very particular circumstance, but he'd need a 
brain MRI to diagnose it.  So I found myself in the MRI 
machine for an hour, listening to the clanking and won-
dering what it was that the doctor suspected.  (I might 
also add that it was arctic in that room, and I tend to be 
cold to begin with).  To focus on healthier topics, I began 
to recite to myself scripture I know by heart. 
 
One of my favorites is Psalm 121.  Many people remem-
ber this from The Sound of Music: 
I lift my eyes to the hills, from whence cometh my help. 
My help cometh from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 
We picture Julie Andrews looking up to the hills, seeking 
an escape route to protect her family.  It was a surprise 
when I went to seminary and learned that the first verse 
is not in praise of mountains.  Rather the psalmist is look-
ing to the hills and wondering about the source of 
help:  "From where does my help come?"  That question 

A Word from the Senior Pastor 

is answered clearly and strongly, "My help comes from 
the LORD who made heaven and earth."  I recognize how 
important it is to affirm, again and again, that my help 
comes from the LORD who made heaven and earth. 
 
Scene two:  Surgery to remove a benign pituitary tumor, 
Rush University Medical Center, April 16,2017 
With wonderful support from family, friends, and Christ 
UMC, I traveled Easter night for surgical prep.  There 
was another brain MRI (this time a stealth MRI--strange 
name!) and a CT scan.  More time alone in machines and 
more time to think about what might happen in sur-
gery.  Psalm 121 remained a good friend, as did Psalm 
16:  "Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge/ I say to the 
LORD, 'You are my LORD, I have no good apart from 
you'."  This Psalm was pointed out to me over twenty 
years ago, by a dear friend who later succumbed to 
AIDS.  It has become one of my "go to" Psalms for hospi-
tal visits.  Although I never made a point to memorize it, 
I have prayed it enough with our people that it is etched 
in my memory.  When I was awake at night in the hospi-
tal (Seriously? Another blood draw?!  Another heparin 
shot?!), Psalm 16 vv 17-18 were a help: 
 
"I bless the LORD who gives me counsel; 
in the night also my heart instructs me; 
I keep the LORD always before me; 
because he is at my right hand I shall not be moved." 
 
I experienced healing in the expertise and kindness of 
doctors, nurses CNAs, and friends who kept me company 
in the hospital.  I thought of Psalm 23, "The LORD is my 
shepherd; I shall not want."  And the truth is, I did not 
want.  I had all I needed.  Such grace! 
 
Scene Three:  Rockford:  Returning home to scores of 
greeting cards and other kindnesses; also first Sunday 
back on May 7 
While I was gone, the people of Christ UMC continued 
their faithful witness.  Acts 2:47 describes the early 

Journey with Jane 

(Continued on Page 5) 



Alpine Center 
(MAILING ADDRESS FOR  

BOTH CENTERS): 
4509 Highcrest Road 
Rockford, Il  61107 

Phone:  815-399-5910 
Office Hours: Monday—Friday 

8:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday Worship Services 
Blended Worship Services: 

8:00 and 9:30 a.m. 
     Celebration Service:  

11:00 a.m. 

Our Master’s Center 
5973 Darlene Drive 
Rockford, Il  61109 

Phone: (815)399-5910 
   

Sunday Worship Service 
9:30 a.m. Child care is available 

Rev. Jane Eesley, Sr. Pastor 
jeesley@christumc.cc 

Rev. Scott Himel, Assoc. Pastor 
shimel@christumc.cc 

Rev. Deanna Mede, Assoc. Pastor 
dmede@christumc.cc 

Welcome to Christ United Methodist Church! 
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The Flame is a monthly publication of 
Christ United Methodist Church,  
available by mail or online at 
www.christumc.cc. 
Editor—Linda Kuntz 
Features Writers—Don Black,  
Mark McGowan, Beth A. Palm, 
Contributing Photographer— 
Joe Whinnery 
Director of  Worship Arts—Jody 
Warren 
Director of Communications—Emily 
Muserallo 

Christ UMC Facebook Pages 
Christ United Methodist Church page 

https://www.facebook.com/cumcrockford 
Christ UMC Children’s and Family Ministries page 

https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry 
Christ UMC Student Ministries page 

https://www.facebook.com/studentministriescumc/  

Check out our website at: 
www.christumc.cc 

  Church members, friends, and family members are invited to clap, tap your feet, and sing 
 

  Join us as we celebrate the meaning and spirit of Pentecost, New Orleans style.   
 

  A Wing and A Prayer Dixieland Orchestra will lead worship at all three services at Alpine Center.  
 

Don’t forget to wear red! 

A Wing and A Prayer Dixieland Orchestra  

Pentecost services at Alpine Center,  
8:00, 9:30, and 11:00, on Sunday, June 4 

https://www.facebook.com/cumcrockford/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/studentministriescumc/
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Out to Lunch Bunch 
June 29 at 12:30 pm  

At Olive Garden, 6367 E. State St., 
Please sign up by June 25 with Donna Kirk at  

815-633-8056 or email  
jeffreyt_kirk_853@comcast.net 

TLC Clothing Resale 
Please remember to set aside clothing you no longer need in 
women, misses and junior sizes. Slacks, sweaters, jackets, 
blouses and coats. We would also like shoes, purses and cos-
tume jewelry. Collection will begin in early September.  
 
Watch for further updates! Any questions may be directed 
to: Joyce Lantz at 815.670.3456 or Marion Kern at 
815.240.4125 

 
Discover your strength in God with us for  

another exciting week of   
Vacation Bible School at Christ UMC!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vacation Bible School is open to children 

 4 years of age through 6th grade.  
There are special field trips scheduled for the 

 graduating 6th graders.  
 

Hero Central Vacation Bible School  
June 12-16, 2017 

9:00 am—12:00 pm, Alpine Center 
Join us Friday, June 16 , 2017 at 11:30 a.m. for the VBS 
closing ceremony filled with song and dance from all of 

the children! Don't leave too quickly, stay with us for the 
annual Family Picnic Day! A hot dog lunch will be served 
to all of the families!  Register online at christumc.cc or 
contact Joy Hayag at the church office, 815-399-5910 or  

jhayag@christumc.cc. 
 

Registration is free!  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, June 25, 4:00-7:00 pm 
Alpine Center Green Space 

 
Come and enjoy an afternoon of family fun, food and 
games with all proceeds to benefit Senior High  
Workcamp.   
 
 
 We will be serving hot dogs, 

burgers, root beer floats, and 
all the fixings.   

 
 There will be a bouncy house, 

lots of outdoor games, and 
outdoor as well as tent seating 
in case it rains.   

 

Please come and support our 
youth and  

summer mission trips! 

                           Greeting Cards 
Greeting cards made by the UMW Card Creators will be 
for sale on Sunday, June 11 and Sunday, June 25 at  
Alpine Center, Fellowship Hall. 
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Summer Book Study 
 
 
 
 
 
Facilitator:   Rev. Deanna Mede 
Book:   Life Lessons - Book of Genesis by Max Lucado 
Cost of Book: $7.00 
Dates:  6 weeks on Wednesdays, July 12 - August 16 
Time:  6:00 pm - 7:30 pm 
Location:  Christ UMC- Alpine Dining Room 
 
Description:  The Life Lessons Study on Genesis  invites 
us to journey through the book of Genesis as children ex-
ploring the history of our family, hearing about the joys 
and trials our ancestors faced and their decisions while fac-
ing them. We have an opportunity to better understand 
their lives and use some of their hard-earned lessons in our 
own.  This study reminds us that God's promises are ever 
present even in difficult times.  Each lesson has a scripture 
passage from Genesis plus an inspirational reading, as well 
as thought-provoking questions and space for journaling 
and prayer. Watch for sign-up and book purchase  
information coming soon. 

 ...that you can see The Flame in full color on 
our website or you can request to have a color copy 
emailed to you each month? 
 While the print copy has some color pictures,  
not all pages can be printed in color due to the cost of 
color copies.  You can go to our website:  
www.christumc.cc and click on the side bar on the left 
that says “About Us.” Scroll down to The Flame and 
click on it. Then you can select which issue you would 
like to read. 
 If you would like to have a copy of the Flame 
emailed to you each month, just send your email  
address to lindakuntz@christumc.cc and request it. 
You can receive both a print copy and an email copy if 
you wish. Just let us know what you prefer. 

followers of Jesus: "They devoted themselves to the 
apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread 
and prayers."  That devotion showed itself very person-
ally to me as the greeting cards arrived, day by 
day.  My friend Kimberly visited from London; when 
she saw all the greeting cards standing on my (huge) 
dining room table, she was stunned and so happy.  I 
said, "Yes, it really is that great a church!"  When I 
needed to be home to rest, your cards were such wel-
come and kind visitors, such a source of God's 
grace.  When I returned to worship for the first time, I 
kept thinking of Jesus' promise, that wherever two or 
more were gathered in his name, there Jesus would be 
in our midst.  Christ's presence was so palpable and so 
healing. 
 
Finally, as I return slowly to my ministry at Christ 
UMC, I am reminded of Paul's great love for the peo-
ple of Philippi--a love I feel for each of you: 
"I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly 
praying with you in every one of my prayers for all of you, 
because of your sharing in the gospel from this first day until 
now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a good 
work among you will bring it to completion by the day of 
Jesus Christ." 
 
Your prayers have lifted me throughout this entire 
process, and I praise God for you. 
 
In Christ, 

  Jane 

(Journey with Jane continued from page 2) 

Good Grief 
Meets once a month, June-September  

Thursday evenings, 5:00-7:00 pm 
Alpine Center Coffee House 

Good Grief is a grief support group for widows and  
widowers.  It will meet once a month, June through  
September, on Thursday evenings in the Alpine Center 
Coffee House from 5:00-7:00 pm.  Each monthly meeting 
will speak to a specific situation in the grieving and recov-
ery process, with knowledgeable speakers leading the  
discussions. No sign-ups necessary; just come as you 
can.  There is no book to purchase. 
 
June 22 – Grief 101: Yes, this is normal, No you’re not crazy!          
 Led by Melinda Hagerman 
July 27 – Reimagining Yourself: Being single in a  
 Noah’s Ark society. 
August 24 – Safety First: Personal and Legal Safety 
September 21 – Friends, 
 Fun and Food  
 
Pastor Dee Mede and 

Melinda Hagerman are  

coordinating Good Grief . 

Please contact Pastor Dee 

with any questions you 

may have. 

Did you know…? 
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CUMC Senior Fellowship Group 
Friday, June 16, at noon, 

Alpine Center Dining Room 
Come and join this group for seniors for a wonderful 
homemade lunch and fellowship with your friends.  
After lunch we’ll have a program by Jenny Thomas, 
CUMC youth director, about some recent European 
travels, as well as an interesting project she’s  
researching.  
 
 Please call the church office at 815-399-5910 
to make your reservation by Monday, June 12   

WOWS  
Widows Or Widowers and Singles 

Open to all single women  
age 65 and over 

 
In June: 

On Wednesday, June 21, we will be meeting at the 
Cracker Barrel at 12:00 for lunch.  Call Karen Green-
wood at 309-714-9143 by June 19 for reservations.  
Donations for Shelter Care Ministries are  
appreciated. 

In August: 
We will have lunch at noon on Wednesday, August 
16 at Garrett’s Restaurant on Bell School Road.  To 
make reservations, please call Carol at 815-399-1291. 
Donations for Shelter Care Ministries are appreciated. 

Fellowship News; Church News 

Next Scrapbooking/Stamping  
Scrapbooking/Stamping is scheduled for Saturday,  
June 17, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the Alpine Dining 
Room.  Stay for all day or just a half day - whatever 
fits your schedule.  Not everyone in our group scrap-
books.  Some are stamping or working on other pro-
jects, so join us for a fun day of crafting!  If chil-
dren will be joining us, it's requested they be at least 
middle school age.   
  
As always, please bring money for a sandwich plus a 
snack to share and your own beverage.  Hope to see 
you on the 17th of June. Questions?  Call Mary Hicks 
at 815-742-1136 

Christ UMC Hosts Rockford Work Campers 
 
We just finished hosting our first visiting workcampers, who 
are in town to work through Rockford Work Camps. The 
group pictured above came from St. John Church of Christ, 
St. Charles, Missouri.  They indicated they had a great time, 
not only at the worksite and learning about the Rockford 
area, but the gracious “off duty” facilities we  
provided.   
 
This is the first time we have used the youth room area, 
small kitchen and Dining Room (Thank you Jenny and  
Pastor Scott).  The quilted cross was provided by our Quilt-
ers and was presented to the workcampers (Thank you to 
Renée, Nancy, and all the Quilters).   
 
We have three more groups who will be housed at CUMC 
this summer as they work in the Rockford area. They’re from 
Bonfield, Illinois, another group from St. Charles, 
Missouri, and Crown Point, Indiana. 

Movie night on Friday, June 23 
6:15 pm, Alpine Coffee House 

Magnificent Seven (1960) 
        While the 1960 Magnificent Seven (R) is called the origi-

nal version in the U.S., it's actually based on an earlier Japa-
nese film, Seven Samurai.  What we're going to see is "short" 
at 2 hrs. 6 min. compared to the 3 hrs. 30 min. of Seven Samu-
rai.  The cowboys hired to protect a Mexican village from 
bandits who regularly raid the town of its meager resources 
are played by big names of the 60s:  Yul Brenner, Steve 
McQueen, Charles Bronson, James Coburn, Brad Dexter, 
Horst Buchholz, and Robert Vaughn.  Come and enjoy this 
western at the Alpine Center Sacred Grounds Coffee House 
on Fri., June 23.  Refreshments and conversation start at 
6:15 and the movie at 6:30 p.m.  No charge. 
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Coins for Rainbow Covenant giving in June 
 

Coins on Sundays in June will go to Rockford Work Camps. 

 Best volunteer and mission site in the Northern Illinois Conference 

 Groups from around the country stay in Rockford at local United Methodist Churches 

 Work for nonprofits and families in need 

 Your support purchases materials 

 Repairs made in depressed neighborhoods and low income families receive a ‘helping hand’ 

 Wheel chair ramps are their specialty 

Video Ministry; Rainbow Covenant 

 
West, a police officer who also works part-time as a 
photographer, accepted Himel’s invitation to join the 
video team about a year ago. He’s glad he did. 
 
“Scott knew that I did photography on the side, and 
thought I might be a good fit,” says West, who takes 
great pride in his work. “I like the low-pressure, fun 
things we get to photograph. It also gets me in a posi-
tion where I can meet a lot of different people who go to 
our church.” 
 
During a recent video shoot at a church landscaping 
project, West struck up a new 
friendship with a congregation 
member he didn’t know. “I met a 
man who fought in the Korean 
War,” he says. “It’s interesting to me 
to talk to a living piece of history 
like that.” 
 
Watching the results of the team’s 
efforts play on the big screen during 
worship is a reward, he says, alt-
hough he confesses to a bit of prayer. “I always think, 
‘God, I hope this looks good,’ ” he says with a laugh. 
 
He encourages others with an interest in video, photog-
raphy or storytelling to join the team. 
 
“Scott is a wealth of knowledge when it comes to vide-
ography,” West says. “If anyone is looking to learn 
these things, it really is a good opportunity to do that 
and to network with other people in the church who 
have those skills.” 
 
Ushering the team into self-sufficiency is exactly what 
Himel wants. 

“Pastors are not really meant to run these kinds of min-
istries perpetually,” Himel says. “We’re just like a foot-
ball coach. We recruit and coach the laity, and we help 
them to find their gifts and skills to step onto the team.” 
Good news: The job is a bit simpler than it might ap-
pear – and it’s getting easier. 
 
Thanks to CUMC’s “green” room, which puts interview 
subjects in front of a “green” screen that editors later 
can manipulate into many different (and eye-pleasing) 
backgrounds, the time previously needed for video 
shoots “on location” is cut by nearly two hours. 
 
Now, Himel says, interviews appear as though they 
took place in several places rather than just one. “We 

used to need between 45 and 60 
minutes to set up,” he says, “and 45 
to 60 minutes to tear down.” 
 
Spotlights in the “green” room stay 
in place, Himel says, which makes 
them easier to control “to create a  
3-D effect on the face.” 
 
Meanwhile, Himel has obtained (and 

is ready to teach) new editing software that is more 
powerful and user-friendly. Half of the impact of a great 
video comes thanks to smart and imaginative decisions 
made in the editing room, he says, although “the better 
you do at capturing ‘the moment’ in the shoots, the 
quicker the editing will be.” 
 
CUMC members ready to put their artistic and journal-
ist sides in the service of meaningful video-making 
should contact Himel at (815) 399-5910 or 
shimel@christumc.cc. 
 
“I want to make this ministry sustainable,” he says, 
“with lay people who are passionate and who like to be 
creative in telling stories.” 

(Video Ministry continued from front cover) 

Video 
Ministry 

mailto:shimel@christumc.cc


(Pat and Pete Erickson continued from back page) 

him for Vietnam, and at the same time for him to play clari-
net in Germany, he got to choose Germany. 
   Pete played in Army corps level bands from 1966-
1969, at Fort Riley, Kansas, and in Germany.  After playing 
almost daily in parades and concerts, “I just got burned 
out,” he said. 
 His large collection of beer mugs reveals where he 
marched or played in Germany. “I didn’t know what I 
wanted to do after my discharge,” he said.  He returned to 
work for his father and continued in the office products in-
dustry for 39 years. His father’s company later became part 
of McFarland’s. 
 Pete had twin girls in 1971. He attended Rockford 
College at night, while working full time, and graduated in 
1978 with a BS in Art.  He painted in oils, like his mother 
did. 
 Pat’s father was a truck driver. Her Mom was a 
housekeeper.  Pat was an average high school student, she 
says, not a star. She took a cou-
ple years of classes in junior 
college, mostly in basics and 
computers. 
 She married an Air 
Force sergeant in 1970 and 
went to Ramstein, Germany, 
for four years. “Upon return to 
the States, we moved back to 
our hometown,” Pat said. “I was employed by the city for 
the City Police/Municipal and County courts – a dispatch-
er/clerk as liaison between the city police and courts.  Later 
she was administrative secretary to the chief. 
 By 1984 she was a single mom with a son.  
“Gradually, during the years, I began doubting and ques-
tioning practices of Catholicism and found myself not going 
to church regularly,” Pat said. 
   Interestingly enough, Pete’s best friend here, a chi-
ropractor, started his business in Watertown. The chiro-
practor’s wife worked at the police department there, along 
with Pat. Pete went to visit his buddy in Watertown and 
the four went out together.  “Afterwards, I posted a note on 
her door, asking if I would see her again,” Pete said. She 
replied favorably. 
   “It was ‘love at first sight’ for Pete,” Pat said, but 
not for her. They dated and were married in 1987. 
 Pete’s cousins introduced the couple to Central  
Christian Church where they attended for seven years.  

“But we continued to look at other denominations,” Pat 
said.  In 2013, they saw Steve Sipe, whom they had 
known at Central, at a farmers market. Sipe invited 
them to Our Master’s on a Sunday he was going to be 
preaching.  “We were immediately drawn in by the 
warm, friendly atmosphere and the hospitality extend-
ed by its members,” Pat said.  They also had attended 
Heartland before joining here. 
   Their three children are all the same age, were 
in high school at the same time and graduated at the 
same time. 
   One of Pete’s daughters lives in California, and 
the other one lives in Wisconsin. Pat’s son and daugh-
ter-in-law live in Florida. 
   By end of  2014 Pat retired from county/state 
employment with 20 years of service. 
   Early in their marriage Pat worked seven years 
for an attorney. By 1994 she was executive secretary to 

Circuit Court judges at 
Winnebago County 
Courthouse.  In 2003 she 
moved to a state position 
as administrative assistant 
to the court’s chief judge. 
   Pat’s hobbies are 
reading, gardening, sew-
ing, quilting and cooking.  

She started knitting and crocheting as a teen. 
   Pete’s hobbies include playing guitar, World 
War II miniature war gaming, cartooning, and reading 
history and non-fiction. And a little joke writing.  One 
of his jokes was used by Rodney Dangerfield (“I get no 
respect”) on Johnny Carson’s Tonight Show. Pete sold 
several jokes to Dangerfield. 
   Pete also does cartooning and has seen them 
published in the Register-Star.  He has been playing 
miniature war games since he was about 9 years old. 
Pete’s favorite is the Battle of Stalingrad, for which he 
painted several different scenes, from city scale to 
building battles. He plays both sides, going wherever 
his many multi-sided dice send the plastic models he 
created. 
   “We’re glad that we’re in this church, actively 
serving the Lord,” Pete said. 
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When Sharon’s children, Emily and Wes, were in high 
school, Sharon and her husband David were searching 
for a church with a strong youth program. Christ 
United Methodist provided that for them. Sharon’s 
aunt and uncle, Juanita and Phil  
Waters, attended here as well. Also important to 
them, was Christ UMC’s music ministry which pro-
vided opportunity for involvement. One more factor 
was a draw for them: Pastor Patty Anderson. Before 
Patty was a pastor, Sharon worked with her in chil-
dren’s ministry at Court St. UMC.  So with a youth 
program, music, relatives and pastor, this was home. 
 
Sharon enjoys coordinating the puppet ministry. She 
said it is a great group of kids (6th graders – Sr. High) 
involved with the puppets. She shared the history of 
the puppet ministry. She said it started for her work-
ing with Patty Anderson back at Court Street UMC, 
the church Patty grew up in before becoming a pastor. 
The Mouri family was attending there while Patty 
was the Puppet Director. Both of Sharon’s kids were 
involved. Patty asked Sharon if she would like to be 
her assistant. Sharon said yes, and then two weeks 
later Patty followed her call into ministry and was 
asked to serve in her first church. Sharon found  
herself as the new Puppet Director. 
 
Later, when Sharon was a member here and Rev. Pat-
ty Anderson was pastor, she approached her about 
bringing the puppet ministry to CUMC. The puppet-
eers were together again! At first it was difficult to 
find a time for the kids to meet, but now that the 
Wednesday night programing is in place, it is a per-
fect fit. We have a regular puppet ministry up and 
running. Sharon feels Patty is in inspiration long after 
her passing in September of 2009. Sharon said it is fun 
to carry on her legacy. She said it is the kids who do 

all the work. and it’s 
fun to see how proud 
they are of this unique 
ministry. Puppets 
start up in the fall 
again for 6th graders 
to Senior High on 
Wednesdays from 5:00 
to 5:40 and there is a dinner after in the Great Hall, if in-
terested. The puppets perform in worship several Sundays 
and at Dinner Theater. Anyone interested can contact Sha-
ron at her email:  mylittlehouse@juno.com. 
 
Sharon loves music as well and says, “My Thursdays 
wouldn’t be complete without choir and bells.” She said she 
has played hand bells for over 30 years and enjoyed serving 
on the board of the JuBell-ee Handbell Festival. Sharon 
enjoys playing with her daughter Emily who started play-
ing in Jr. High. Sharon says, “We share a music stand. We 
are quite the bell team.” 
 
A unique way Sharon’s faith has developed in her life is 
through clown ministry. It’s also how she met her husband 
David at the Methodist school, MacMurray College, in 
Jacksonville, IL. David was instrumental in the forming of 
the clown ministry, “Holy Fools,” based on 1 Corinthians 
4:10 “We are fools for Christ’s sake.”  Sharon said, “The 
bond of a smile goes a long way in the church.” They 
stayed involved in this ministry with the college for 35 
years. 
 
Sharon has found there are multiple creative ways to expe-
rience God. Music, puppets, and clowning can all be ways 
of learning about God. Sharon’s experiences have shown 
her that you can be entertained and learn about God at the 
same time.  
 

By Beth A. Palm 
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Getting to Know Hymn 
“How Great Thou Art” 

Carl Boberg (1859-1940) 

Taken with permission from  
The One Year Great Songs 

 of Faith,  

     Although this hymn is often associated 
with the crusades of Billy Graham, it origi-
nated in nineteenth-century Europe,.  In 
1886, Swedish pastor Carl Boberg was 
caught in a sudden thunderstorm while visit-
ing a beautiful country estate.  As the storm 
passed, giving way to the sweet songs of 
birds and a green countryside glistening in 
sunlight, Boberg composed the nine original 
stanzas of this hymn. 
 
     In time the hymn was translated into Ger-
man and Russian.  It was noticed by a British 
missionary who was serving in the Ukraine.  
That missionary, Reverend Stuart K. Hine, 
often sang the song with his wife as they 
ministered there.  Later they translated three 
stanzas into English from the Russian and 
Hine himself added a fourth. 

O Lord my God! When I in  
awesome wonder 
Consider all the worlds Thy 
hands have made, 
I see the stars, I hear the rolling 
thunder, 
Thy power throughout the  
universe displayed, 
 
Then sings my soul, My Savior, 
God, to Thee; 
How great Thou art! How great 
Thou art! 
Then sings my soul, My savior, God, 
to Thee; 
How great Thou art! How great 
Thou art! 

When through the woods and 
forest glades I wander 
And hear the birds sing sweetly in 
the trees, 
When I look down from lofty 
mountain grandeur 
And hear the brook and feel the 
gentle breeze. 
 
When Christ shall come with 
shout of acclamation 
And take me home, what joy shall 
fill my heart! 
Then I shall bow in humble  
adoration, 
And there proclaim, my God, how 
great Thou art! 

“Make a joyful noise to the Lord!” 
Summer Music 2017 

Alpine and Our Master’s Centers 
 

In the summer, our regular music programs take a break so that YOU have an opportunity to 
share your musical talent at either the Alpine Center or the Our Master’s Center, or both.  
We will celebrate the musical gifts and talents of our congregation in worship May 28-Sept 
3. 
 
We are looking for soloists, duets, or small groups, of any age that are willing to sing or 
play an instrument in worship at the 9:30 service at Our Master’s Center, and the 8:00 and 
9:30 services at Alpine Center.   
 

 For Alpine Center: Please contact Jody Warren at church at 815-399-5910 or by email at jodywar-
ren@christumc.cc  

 

 For Our Master’s Center, please contact Sherrill Muller at 815-520-4158 or by email at slmmrm66@gmail.com 
 
Worship service dates will be filled on a first come, first serve basis, so please contact Jody or Sherrill as soon as  
possible.  Jody will be happy to help you find music.   
 

As always, you don’t need any previous choir experience to participate in worship, just a desire to spread the Word of 

God through your love of music!    

mailto:jodywarren@christumc.cc
mailto:jodywarren@christumc.cc
mailto:slmmrm66@gmail.com
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Vacation Bible School 2017 
June 12—16 from 9:00 am—noon 

Registration is free! Registration forms are at 

the Connection Center and church office or 

register on our website: www.christumc.cc 
VBS 2017 is also looking for items that relate to 

this year’s VBS theme: Hero Central: Discover 

your strength in God!  We need items such as 

bean bag chairs, capes, and lava lamps. Also, 
empty toilet paper and paper towel rolls are 

needed. In addition, we also need old, colorful  

t-shirts. As you encounter these items during your 

spring cleaning, please think of us.  We will return 

them as soon as VBS is over.  Call Joy Hayag at 

815-399-5910 or email her at 

 jhayag@christumc.cc with any questions or if 

you have an item we can use. 

 

Sunday School Schedule 
 

8:00 a.m.  

*Infants and Toddlers: (Nursery Room) 

*No Sunday School  
 

9:30 am Alpine Center 

*Infants and Toddlers: (Nursery Room) 

*Pre-School Class – Ages 4 to Kindergarten  
         (Room #7) 

*1st Grade – 3rd Grade Class (Room #1) 

*4th Grade – 5th Grade Class (Room # 3) 

Note: 

All children begin in the Sanctuary and are dis-

missed after Children's Message except for the first 

Sunday of the month, Kindergarten- 5th grade chil-

dren will begin downstairs. We will all come up to-

gether to take communion and go back to their 

Sunday School classes. 

 

9:30 am OMC 

*Infants and Toddlers: (Nursery Room) 

*Pre-School-Kindergarten Class (Nursery Room) 

*1st Grade – 5th Grade Class (Sunday School Room) 

Note: 

 Begin in Sanctuary for the children’s time and  

        dismissed to go to Sunday School  

 

11:00 am Alpine Center 

*Infants and Toddlers: (Nursery Room) 

*Pre-School Class – Ages 4 to Kindergarten   
         (Room #7) 
*1st Grade – 5th Grade Class (Room #1) 

Note:  

Children’s communion every Sunday 

Family Day Camp at Camp Reynoldswood  

Saturday, July 29, 2017 

9:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.   
This is a whole day of fun-filled activities at 

Camp Reynoldswood.  Activities include  

canoeing, hiking, hayrides, archery,  

campfire, tree houses and prayer trail for the 

whole family to enjoy!  
Registration fee per person is $25.00 

(includes meals) 

Please call Joy Hayag at 815-399-5910 or email 

at jhayag@christumc.cc for more details. 

Summer Sunday School 
 

Our summer Sunday School classes for  

Our Master’s and Alpine Centers will start 

on June 4, 2017. 

 
No Sunday School on May 28th 



June 1 
Jenny Jeschke 
Elmer Kietzmann 
Cindi Lutes 
Sylvia Reuterfors 
Hayley Rydberg 
Katherine Woodard 
Ronan Kerr 
 
June 2 
Anna Moczynski 
Jace Scribner 
Mary Seigfreid 
Luke Patrick Widstrom 
 
June 3 
Barry Beaman 
Jeremy Hudgin 
Cora Olson 
Patti Replogle 
Amy Swanson 
 
June 4 
Maryann Leonard 
Connie Silletti 
 
June 5 
Rebecca Alston 
Brianna Corrigan 
Ben Holmertz 
Ruth Kolar 
Rich Roach 
Kelley Roach 
Chloe Sadewater 
Gene Seuring 
 
June 6 
Marco Revoredo 
Debbie Rogers 
Chris Tyson 
Samuel Hayag 
 
June 7 
Alice Moczynski 
Laura Varland 
David Winker 
 
June 8 
Kasi Aarvig 
Lisa Scribner 
 

June 9 
Jeff Baldwin 
Beth Hajek 
Brenda McDonough 
Ken McMillin 
Nicole Menting 
Jeff Wallem 
 
June 10 
Lori Reisetter 
Gail Rothermel 
Teena Scheub 
Andrew Tate 
 
June 11 
Chloe Alexander 
Cooper Leaich 
David Raffety 
Anthony Leon 
 
June 12 
Bruce Dearborn 
Sharon Snyder 
Aaron Huber 
 
June 13 
Frank Dyke 
Paula Hacker 
Mary Kay Johnson 
Alex Kobler 
Ashley Menting 
Ashlee Sarver 
Jody Warren 
Marc Kuntz 
 
June 14 
Hilda Behn 
Jack Erickson 
Shane Hough 
Nick Rippentrop 
Kinsey Rives 
Katelyn Sarauer 
Gayle Scheuer 
 
June 15 
Sharon Hawes 
Peter Herrmann 
Laura Johannes 
Carter McGowan 
Lindsey Oyler 
Annabel Seeling 
Norm Shirk 
John Silletti 
Michaela Tyson 
Shelly Watson 
 
June 16 
Ronnie Bass 
Alexandra Bergsten 
Tony Moczynski 
James Noonan 
Nicole Riemer 
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June 17 
Jimmie Alston 
Rylee Hunter 
Mark Kneller 
Kailee Thurston 
Elizabeth Flygare 
Carson Sanchez 
 
June 18 
Jennifer Baker 
Carol Earnest 
Kylee Moore 
John Shourek 
Lucy Thomas 
Martha Trevey 
Dorothy Woodard 
 
June 19 
Cheri Carlson 
Will Gay 
Norm Hagman 
Susie O’Dierno 
Ellyn Walker 
 
June 20 
Andrew Gummow 
Reece Malone 
Ashley Moore 
Samantha O’Connell 
 
June 21 
Brooke Olson 
Emery Percell 
 
June 22 
Alex Childs 
Payton Hawes 
Darrell Johnson 
Bruce Kobischka 
Mabel Paraggua 
Addison Stender 
Shirley Waddell 
 
June 23 
Allison Ackerman 
Paige Deppe 
Ruth Huckstep 
Jack Masters 
Hailey Wheelock 
 
June 24 
Ben Conway 
Molly Cook 
Jeff Holmgaard 
Keith Magnus 
Greg Meyer 
Fran Schaible 
 
 
 
 

June 25 
Chris Jacobsen 
Jeff Kearney 
Anita Church 
Judy Lindner 
Krystle Moore 
Brian Porter 
Caden Prentice 
Harold Sweeney 
Gavin Reeder 
Liam Reeder 
Marlee Reeder 
 
June 26 
Patrick Anderson 
Ryan Rappley 
Traci Parker 
 
June 27 
Lauren Abbott 
Mary English 
Anna Gibbons 
Kayla Wainwright 
 
June 28 
Sharyn Booth 
Ally Johnson 
Milo Melenas 
Riley Miller 
Tom Moss 
 
 
 

Birthdays 

Laura Wilson-Underwood 
to be Ordained at Annual 

Conference  
Sunday, June 4, 4:00-6:00 pm  

at Pheasant Run Resort  
Mega Center,  

4051 E. Main Street,  
St. Charles, IL.    

Congratulations to Laura Wilson-
Underwood and her family as she is 
ordained an elder at this year’s annu-
al conference. Laura is a former mem-
ber at CUMC.  She now serves as the 
Associate Pastor at First UMC,  
Morris, Illinois. Laura is the daugh-
ter of John and Pam Wilson and 
niece of Doug and Diane Wilson.  

June 29 
Emma Cullen 
Gary Fall 
Erin Morgan  
Leonard Pink 
Steve Ewers 
Logan LaPour 
 
June 30 
Morgan Bockhop 
Connie Bradel 
Trent Miller 
Toni Neitzel 
Nolan Taylor 
 
 
 
 
 



 

The Church is People 
 

Sympathy to: 
Phyllis Melenas and Jeanine Ruefer on the 
death of Barbara French on April 21 
 
Rich and Carol Fisher, Matt and Megan  
Abbott, on the death of Carol’s father, Jon 
Hamm 
 
Steve Dole and family on the death of Doris 
Dole on April 25 
 
Jim and Jo Hellmich on the death of Jo’s sister, 
Donna on May 1 
 
Lavona Heiveilin  and family on the death of 
her sister, Joyce Brecklin, on April 26 
 
Family of Debaldo Ceci who died on May 9 
 
Bob Johnson and family on the death of his 
wife, Nancy Johnson, on May 14 
 
Terry and Gretchen Poffinbarger and family 
on the death of Gretchen’s brother, John, on 
May 17 
 

Baptisms: 
Colin Patrick Griesman, son of Timothy and 
Michelle Griesman, on April 30 
 
Logan John LaPour, son of Andrew and  
Lindsey LaPour, grandson of Dave and  
Renée Johnson, on April 30 
 
William Irving Grove, son of Andrew and  
Victoria Grove, great-grandson of Irv and  
Joanne Stewart, on May 7 

 
New Members: 
Welcome to Jim and Alice Abels, William and 
Patricia Bowden, and Linda Marshall, who 
joined on May 21 
 
Welcome back to Penny Guibord, whose  
membership was reinstated on May 21 
 

Wedding: 
Congratulations to Alexis Phillips and Rob 
Skaggs who were married on May 20 
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June 2 
Curt and Sharon Bliss 
Dennis and Patrice Rinaldi 
 
June 3 
Dean and Doris Dion 
Bob Strachan and Evelyn Fox 
Steve and Karen Thomas 
 
June 4 
Denise and Charlie Granneman 
Kay and Plato Leeson 
Scot and Deb Price 
 
June 5 
Rickie and Larry Andersen 
Pete and Debbie Gustafson 
DJ and Rachael Williams 
 
June 7 
Ray and Nola Wood 
 
June 8 
Betty and Gene Nelson 
John and Karen Weedman 
 
June 10 
Korey and Erika Coffer 
Lori and Curt Leppert 
 
June 11 
Tom and Ellyn Walker 
 
June 12 
George and Mary English 
Peg and Bob Giannangeli 
Alex and Jenny Jeschke 
David and Sharon Mouri 
 
June 14 
Cynthia and John Beachum 
Daniel and Jennifer Harris 
Jane and Randy Mathews 
Susan and Doug Pomatto 
 
June 15 
Judy and Rich Schultz 
Joanne and Irv Stewart 
 
June 16 
Ty and Jolene Unangst 

June 17 
Jeanine and Richard Wang 
 
June 18 
Keith and Priscilla Carr 
Andy and Courtney Kaiser 
 
June 19 
Becky and Gale Rippentrop 
 
June 20 
Greg and Kelly Finch 
 
June 21 
Craig and Sue Anderson 
Scott and Laura Johannes 
Bill and Pam Miner 
Scott and Sue Sarauer 
Jim and Shirley Waddell 
 
June 22 
Rich and Donna Riha 
 
June 23 
Fran and Kerry Schaible 
Jason and Christine Woodard 
 
June 24 
Jan and Merle Clewett 
 
June 25 
Sharon and Harold Hawes 
 
June 26 
Megan and Cory Poynor 
 
June 27 
Bob and Donna Carter 
Margot and Claire Kelley 
Jeanne and Orv Steinmetz 
 
June 28 
Rod and Gail Brady 
Jeff and Linda Nevel 
Linda and Scott Springer 
 
June 29 
Paul Carpenter and 
   Carla White-Carpenter 
Andrew and Jennifer Tate 
 
June 30 
Brad and Ann Auker 
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 From Judy and Tom Cox and the Fandrick family 
We want to thank you for the times you have prayed for 
my brother over the past couple of years as he struggled 
with his bone cancer. Also for your expression of sympathy 
as he was finally at peace on March 25. 

 From Ken and Patti Walker, Outreach Committee 
A special thank you to everyone who donated gifts to the 
MELD Shower and to those who contributed money to 
MELD.  Your support of MELD will allow for the contin-
ued assistance to young parents and their children in our 
community.  

 From Ruth Kolar 
Thank you to Pastor Dee for a hospital visit, to Pastor 
Scott for his phone messages and prayers, and for all 
the wonderful cards I’ve received.  Thank you so much! 

 From Orville Schurr 
Thank you to everyone for your words and support and 
prayers following the death of my wife, Lorene.  
I appreciate your care for my family and me. 

 From UMW Funeral Lunch Committee 
Thank you to all the people who provided set up, clean up 
duties or donated bars and salads for the luncheon served 
after the Celebration of Life service for Sandy Cottrell on 
April 27.  The family was most appreciative to have this 
delicious luncheon for 90+ family and friends.  Sandy  
frequently contributed to this mission and to so many  
projects for CUMW.  She will be missed and we give 
thanks for her life. 

 From Linda Baker 

Thank you to all (yes, the list is way too long to list 
names) who took pictures etc. off walls at the Ramsgate 
house, gathered outside lawn ornaments, patched holes, 
took down all hanging racks in closets and put back up 
after they were painted, brought meals, stayed with Jim 
while I ran quick errands, helped me unpack, organized 
church donations and walkers for the ALS Walk, fixed 
the hanging racks in my closet when everything fell to 
the floor and helped put all my shoes and clothes back 
as they were, moved furniture and went with Jim and I 
to lunch, as that could be a very time consuming 
event.  They say it takes a village to raise a child. Well, 
it also took a village to help Jim with his ever-changing 
needs and to help lighten my load!  I will be forever 
grateful!  Thank you again for all your love and sup-
port.  I am so blessed to have such a wonderful church 
family.    

Our Master’s Chancel Choir “One and Done” Summer Ministry 
You read that correctly!  The Chancel Choir is going to have a “One and Done” ministry schedule this summer.  We 
will practice on a Wednesday and sing the following Sunday and then be DONE for that month.  Check out the 
schedule below if you can join us at any one of these ministries. 
 
 If you’ve always wanted to try choir, but haven’t, you’re invited! 

 If you are a Sanctuary Choir member and miss singing, you’re invited! 

 If you are a Wesley Ringer and want to sing, you’re invited! 

 If your schedule could not handle a weekly practice, you’re invited! 

 If you’re 18 years old or more, you are invited! 
 

“One and Done Ministry Schedule” 
June 7—Wednesday rehearsal at Our Master’s at 7:00 pm 
June 11—Sunday Ministry—8:45 am warm up for 9:30 am service. 
 
July 19—Wednesday rehearsal at 7:00 pm 
July 23—Sunday Ministry—8:45 am warm up for 9:30 am service 
 
August 23—Wednesday rehearsal at 7:00 pm 
August 27—Sunday Ministry—8:45 am warm up for 9:30 service. 

Any questions?  Email Richard Stiltner at rstiltner@christumc.cc. 

 From Debbie Laskey 
The Spring Salad Luncheon Committee would like to 
thank everyone who contributed salads, desserts and 
helped with the luncheon. A big thank you to Renée John-
son and Nancy Watson for the fun program on quilts.  
Also, thank you to Cliff Gillette for providing the beautiful 
flower centerpieces.  Happy Spring! 
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June 4   Pentecost—A Wing and a Prayer 
   Dixieland Orchestra at all Alpine 
   Services 
June 11  Youth Sunday 
June 12-16  Vacation Bible School 
June 18  Vacation Bible School participants 
   sing at 9:30 and 11:00 services at 
   Alpine Center; 
   9:30 service at Our Master’s  
   Center 
June 25  Car Hop 
June 29  Quilters Ta-Da Party 
July 8-15  Sr. High Workcamp—Belleville, IL 
August 3-5  Jr. High Workcamp 
September 10  Rally Day/Third Grade Bibles 
October 7  Tender Loving Crafts 
October 8  Fall Bash 
October 20-21  Jr. High Fall Retreat 
November 5  All Saints Sunday 
November 20  Thanksgiving Baskets 

 
Bag It Sunday is June 18 
 
Bag It Sunday, the second of our 
three special annual efforts to 
assist area residents having a 
food crisis, is June 18.  
 

Members of the Outreach team will hand out 
bags after each service on June11 as a reminder 
to either make a monetary contribution or donate 
non-perishable foods such as: cans or packages of 
soup, cereal, canned fruits and vegetables, canned 
meat, pasta, juice, chili, rice, macaroni & cheese 
and peanut butter.  
 
Checks may be made out to Christ UMC, with 
"food pantry" noted in the memo section. On  
June 18, containers will be placed near entrances 
for collection of all donations. Your generosity is 
needed and appreciated by the pantries and the 
people they serve. 

A Fresh Take… 

The Youth Perspective  
By Katie Childs 

 The challenges that I faced while nearing the 
end of my high school career have been unexpected 
and trying. They weren’t necessarily physical 
(although I ran my first 5K early this May) or aca-
demic (aside from my AP tests, also early in May)--
rather, the greatest challenges I faced this senior year 
were emotional and mental. I kept finding myself 
torn between wanting to be done with high school 
and all that goes with it and wanting things to slow 
down so that I could enjoy all the final experiences 
and avoid significant change. I wanted to go out into 
the world, but I loved the relationships I had built 
here in Rockford, and I feared losing them. I wanted 
to pursue a higher education in order to better 
achieve my goals, but I wanted nothing to do with 
conventional college life and academia. I couldn't de-
cide what I wanted. It seemed that every time I made 
up my mind about something, it would change about 
a week later. I had never in my life felt so incredibly 
unsure. I cried thinking about leaving my mom; 
about leaving my friend, coach, and mentor, Mr. 
Deery; about my house that I grew up in never being 
the same; about the horrible feeling of not knowing 
myself and fearing the unknown; about making the 

wrong choice; about not considering all my options; about 
committing before I knew if I was ready. All these things 
haunted me continuously. But it wasn't until recently that I 
put a name to these sensations and faced them.  
 
 Though I am writing this in past tense, I’m still 
experiencing these feelings now. I might experience them 
for a while--maybe for the rest of my life in some form--also 
I have to learn to manage them as we all do. We all have 
fears and questions. We all have to cope. What I’ve discov-
ered is when I let this confusion become the center of my 
thoughts and energy, I become disgruntled and distant from 
others and God. So I have to work really hard at not letting 
that happen and letting God take center stage instead. I'm 
not good at this--it's something I struggle with greatly, but 
with practice it will improve. I encourage anyone who has 
felt as I do (or currently feels this way) to remember who is 
in control, who has your best interest in mind, and who is 
there to help you through it all: God. Once this fact is re-
membered, tackling the anxiety becomes exponentially 
more manageable. He has experienced the pain; he knows 
what it means to be human; our Lord and Savior can sympa-
thize with us. To me, there is nothing more comforting.  
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 Getting to Know You:  Pete and Pat Erickson 

By Don Black 

Check out our website: 

www.christumc.cc 

(Pat and Pete Erickson continued on page 8) 

   So, how did they 
get together? Their lives 
were similar, they have chil-
dren of the same age, and 
they both lived in Germany 
for a time. 
   First, back to Pete, 
whose father owned a Rock-
ford office products busi-
ness. His mother was an 
artist and singer.  “We never knew when supper was 
coming,” Pete recalled, because his mother might be 
busy with an oil painting.  As a 9-year-old he helped his 
father by stocking while he did paperwork. 
   Pete started playing clarinet in the seventh 
grade band.  Why clarinet?  “I just like the sound of the 
clarinet,” he said, because of its low tones. He played in 
variety shows while he attended West High School. His 
favorite artists were clarinetists Benny Goodman and 
Pete Fountain. 
 “I joined the Army to play the clarinet,” he said. 
And that may have saved his life.  His enlistment guar-
anteed him the band job. So, when travel orders came to 

   Most of the congregation at Christ United 
Methodist Church have seen Pete and Pat Erickson  
ushering during the 9:30 a.m. service. 
   However, during their 30 years of marriage – 
celebrated this month – they have attended other church-
es, seeking the right one.  That might seem strange, be-
cause both went to church regularly for years as they 
were growing up, they said during a joint interview. 
   Pat was born and raised in a Catholic family in 
Watertown, Wisconsin., east of Madison.  She attended 
Catholic elementary schools. And one of her two sisters 
almost became a nun. 
   Pete was born and raised in Rockford. He and his 
siblings grew up at Second Congregational Church. 
   Pat and Pete joined here in November, 2014, 
and have become church leaders.  Both greet, usher, vol-
unteer at funeral meals, have completed Disciple 1 Bible 
study last month, and are Flame Throwers for the 
church newsletter. Recently the couple was appointed to 
chair the Capital Campaign’s Ditch the Debt Connection 
Team, following in the footsteps of  LeeAnn and Al 
Mowbray.  Pat’s also on the nominating committee.  
Pete’s on the Finance Committee and in two men’s 
groups. 



The MELD Baby Shower was held on May 7. Gifts of baby  
supplies were given to the MELD young mom and dads  
program. whose purpose is ”to encourage young parents  

to build a strong family and lead a responsible life by  
providing shelter, education and life skills training.” 

The Disciple 1 Bible Study group held a retreat for 
the final meeting of their 34 week study. 

This picture was taken by Don 
Black in the balcony of Alpine  
Center as the Wesley Ringers 

played during a worship service.  
Note the reflection of the stained 

glass windows on the music 
stand, as well as on the bell. 

Bikes, Trikes and Blessings was originally to be held on  
Wednesday, May 17 for preschool and church families.   

Pending thunderstorms caused this event to be rescheduled for  
Sunday, May 21.  The children and families enjoyed the blessing  

of the bikes by our pastors, games, races and pizza  
despite the cool, windy afternoon.  



 
We’re happy to introduce the new members who 

joined Christ UMC on Sunday, May 21. 
Welcome to our congregation! 

Jim and Alice Abels Linda Marshall 

William and Patricia Bowden and their daughters, 
Sydney and Alexandra 


