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Love for Sale
CUMC comes together to back Tough for Tyler garage sale
Drinking glasses. Humidifiers. Microwave ovens. A
George Foreman grill.
Computers. Telephones. TVs. Boomboxes. Clocks. Video
game equipment. Sleeping bags. Puzzles. A statue of a
giraffe. An iron and ironing board. Candles and candle
holders. Sewing supplies.

by Mark McGowan

By the time the holidays arrived last fall, however, a new
and more aggressive tumor had taken hold. His doctors
now are implementing a longer regimen of chemotherapy
along with radiation at Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children’s
Hospital in Chicago
Recent fundraisers included a 1980s-themed dance
party and a head-shaving
event organized by Tyler’s
Cub Scout pack in
Rockton.

The yard behind the
Churchill’s Grove home
of CUMC members Rich
and Carol Fisher overflowed with these items
and more May 7 during
the sprawling Grove
Garage Sale.

For Abbott and her family,
Tyler’s struggle weighs
heavily on their hearts.

Unlike the dozens and
Alisha Levine, Tyler’s
dozens of other sales in
mother, is a recent member
their neighborhood, howof the CUMC congregation
ever, the profits from this
and the girlfriend of
bevy of bargains were
Abbot’s brother, Ben
bound for a better place:
Fisher, who joined with
A view of the shoppers at the May 7 garage sale
Tough for Tyler, a series
Alisha but is a familiar face
of fundraisers that benefit
as the longtime bass
Tyler Levine, a 7-year-old Rockford boy who’s fighting
guitarist for the 11 a.m. Praise Team that also features his
Ewing’s sarcoma.
dad on drums, and Megan’s husband, Matt, on guitar.
“It was my mom’s idea,” Megan Abbott says of Carol,
who’s participated in the garage sale extravaganza before. “We have a fundraising team – Tyler’s closest
friends and family – who plan these things throughout
the year. Tyler’s cancer came back in December of 2015,
and it’s putting a big financial burden on the family.”
Diagnosed with cancer in December, of 2014, Tyler underwent chemotherapy for eight months until it seemed
he’d beaten the disease.

Considering these connections, Abbott decided to ask her
fellow worshippers to contribute items to the garage sale.
Smart move.
“The outpouring of generosity was overwhelming in the
best sense of that word. We had stuff everywhere. It was
phenomenal,” Abbott says. “I’ve always known that the

Tough for Tyler continued on Page 5
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A Word from the Senior Pastor

Journey with Jane
“The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places;
I have a goodly heritage” (Psalm 16:6, NRSV).

Looking backwards, and forwards
This has been a wonderful spring, and I continue to
reflect upon some of its gifts, even as I am eager for
summer.


A beautiful Easter Sunday, with glorious music and a
sense of warmth among us. This was capped at the
11 a.m. service where Laura Widstrom (former youth
director) brought her sons to be baptized. She had
received Christopher and Aries as foster children;
with the approval of their adoption, she brought them
home to be baptized as Christian and Luke. What
joy!



The “I believe” sermon series, with a high degree of
engagement from worshipers and members of study
groups alike. It confirmed my sense that many are
hungry to understand and claim their own faith more
profoundly.





Pentecost Sunday, with A Wing and a Prayer Dixieland Orchestra at all three services. People danced
out of the services, and I’m still hearing what fun it
was for all ages.
Heritage Sunday, which featured video testimonies
from Sandra Chhatpar, Danny and Donna Copeland,
Dayton and Susan Hunter, Bill and Helen Kunz
(video shot in 2013), and Rex and Carol Parker.
What a gift to hear people’s reflections on what the
congregation has meant to them over the years—and
what they hope for in the years to come! Again, the
11 a.m. service was blessed by baptisms—in this case,
we received four generations of women from the same
family. I am still floating from the witnesses of great

grandmother Sharon Lowery, grandmother Stephenie
Dunbaugh, aunt Shari Williams, and children Lola
and Emmy Cuyler. When I met with this family to
prepare for the service, I was bowled over by Lola’s
thoughtfulness about the faith: she is aware of what
influences harm her thoughts and behaviors and what
she does and does not want to be part of her life.
What a privilege to be with them.
And we look forward…to Senior Sunday. I’m always so
moved to hear the witnesses of our youth as they reflect
upon their faith and their hopes for the future. At Annual
Conference in St. Charles on June 5, our own Rev. Megan
Smick, who was an adult member in our congregation,
will be ordained elder. Megan serves Rockton UMC and
is offering powerful ministry there. We also look forward
to Vacation Bible School, “Surf Shack.” Church families,
their friends, and new guests come together to learn the
good news of Jesus in an environment that is fun and safe.
And it won’t be all that long before Senior High WorkCamp heads off for Fort Wayne, IN for a week of service
and faith.
On Heritage Sunday we focused on Psalm 100: “Make a
joyful noise to the LORD.” We come to God with joy
and gratitude—and with eagerness to see what God will
be up to next.

With great hope,
Jane
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June 20-24, 2016
9:00 am—12:00 pm
at Alpine Center
No charge! Registration is free!
Catch the wave of God’s amazing love as we enjoy
music, crafts, games, and more!
Children age four by 9/1/16 through completing 6th grade
(with a special traveling program for the 6th graders including
swimming, bowling, and more!) are welcome to participate.

Invite your friends and register at www.christumc.cc/ministries/children.

Welcome to Christ United Methodist Church!
Alpine Center
(MAILING ADDRESS FOR
BOTH CENTERS):
4509 Highcrest Road
Rockford, Il 61107
Phone: 815-399-5910
Office Hours: Monday—Friday
8:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.
Sunday Worship Services
Blended Worship Services:
8:00 and 9:30 a.m.
Celebration Service:
11:00 a.m.

Our Master’s Center
5973 Darlene Drive
Rockford, Il 61109
Phone: (815)399-5910
Sunday Worship Service
9:30 a.m. Child care is available
Rev. Jane Eesley, Sr. Pastor
jeesley@christumc.cc
Rev. Deanna Mede, Assoc. Pastor
dmede@christumc.cc
Rev. Scott Himel, Assoc. Pastor
shimel@christumc.cc

Christ UMC Mission Statement
We will live out God’s vision as we
Gather: Meet together as the body of Christ
Grow: move from believer to follower, and
Go: make a Gospel impact beyond our local church

The Flame is a monthly publication
of Christ United Methodist Church,
available by mail or online at
www.christumc.cc.
Editor—Linda Kuntz
Features Writers—Don Black,
Mark McGowan, Beth A. Palm
Contributing Photographer—
Joe Whinnery
Director of Worship Arts—Jody
Warren
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Fellowship News; Blessing of the Bicycles

Scrapbooking/Stamping is scheduled
Join us on Saturday, June 18, from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. in the Alpine Dining Room. Stay for all day or just a
half day - whatever fits your schedule. Not everyone in
our group scrapbooks. Some are stamping or working on
other projects so join us for a fun day of crafting! If
children will be joining us, it's requested they be at least
middle school age.
As always, please bring money for a sandwich plus
a snack to share and your own beverage. If you have questions, call Mary Hicks at 815-742-1136

CUMC Senior Fellowship Group
Friday, June 17, at Noon
Dining Room, Alpine Center
Come and join this group for those who are age
65 or better for a wonderful homemade lunch and
fellowship with your friends. Watch for more details in
your postcard.
Call the church office at 815-399-5910 to make
your reservation by Monday, June 13. Please join us!

Mark your calendar for the
Ta Da! Party
Thursday, June 16, 9:00 am
Alpine Fellowship Hall
The Quilt Group of CUMC will be hosting our
annual Ta Da party on Thursday, June 16 at
9:00 am. Please join us as we celebrate our
work to date. There will be light refreshments
and quilts will be available for sale. Please
invite your friends. We will be having a bed
turning. If you have a quilt you would like to
show or have its story told, bring it to the Ta
Da party and we will display it for our guests.
Questions? Call Renée Johnson at
815-397-9270.

WOWS
Widows Or Widowers and Singles
Open to all single women
age 65 and over
In June:
We will be going to the Lone Star Steak House
for lunch on Wednesday, June 15 at noon. Reservations
by June 10 to Sharon Watts at 815-398-3541. Please
bring a donation of travel size personal care items for
those in need.
In August:
We will be going to White Pines on Tuesday, August
23. For those who signed up to go, payment needs to
be to Carol Letsinger by July 1. Cost of the ticket is
$30.00. We will be leaving the Alpine parking lot no
later than 10:30 a.m. and return at approximately
4:30 pm. Hope to see you there. Call Carol at 815-3991291 with any questions.

Out to Lunch Bunch
Thursday, June 30, noon
At RKFD Bar and Bistro, 136 Spring Creek Road
(Previously Pearl)
Make a reservation with Donna Simmons at 815-8775381 by June 26. Please remember to bring personal care
items for those in need.

Movie Night on June 24

The Hunger Games

Come to The Hunger Games (2012) on
Friday, June 24. This story is set in the future
and is about a reality TV show that is a fight to
the death, starring Jennifer Lawrence as
Katniss Everdeen. There are many
values issues to discuss. We'll view the
film (PG-13) on the big screen at the Alpine
Center Sacred Grounds Coffee House.
Join us at 6:15 p.m. for a snack and conversation. The movie starts at 6:30, has an intermission, is followed by a discussion, and
ends by 9:30. All are invited to this free evening of fellowship.

The Blessing of the Bicycles was on
Saturday, May 21.
Pastors Dee and Scott blessed
the bicycles and there were games,
treats and fun for the families.

Tough for Tyler Garage Sale

(Continued from Page 1)

Tough for Tyler continued from front cover
congregation of Christ United Methodist Church are generous people, but to see the amount of generosity and care
given to this boy who’s relatively new to our congregation
is heartwarming. We’re really, really thankful.”
Levine calls the response “nothing short of incredible.”
“I can’t say enough how unbelievably blessed we are to be
a part of the CUMC family, and what everyone’s support
has meant to us,” Levine says. “The donations filled up the
recreation area in the basement of the church plus all of
Rich and Carol Fisher’s garage and attic.”
Help went beyond donations.
CUMC members Sean and Emily Muserallo went above
and beyond, tirelessly sorting, pricing and working the
sale, Abbott says, as did their daughter, Beatty, who
helped on the day of the event at the lemonade stand. Abbott’s daughters, Lauren and Paige, as well as Tyler himself, also sold lemonade to the thirsty customers.
“Tyler had chemo the week leading up to the sale, and
while he was tired Saturday morning, he was determined
to be at the sale to help sell snacks and lemonade at the
refreshment stand,” Levine says. “He had a great time.”

Paige and Lauren Abbott and Tyler Levine run the
lemonade stand at the Tough for Tyler garage sale
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Lemonade profits amounted to about $500. The garage
sale, meanwhile, yielded more than $5,000.
Money also came from unexpected places.
“A lot of people were asking, ‘What kind of cancer is it?’
They said they’d be praying and sending good vibes,”
Abbott says. “I also had complete, perfect strangers
handing me $10 bills or $20 bills and saying they didn’t
find anything to buy. It was amazing.”
More chances to support Tyler and his family are coming soon.
Everyone is invited to celebrate his eighth birthday
Saturday, July 23 – his actual big day comes a week
earlier – in Rockton. The Dairy Haus will supply ice
cream, children can enjoy a bouncy house and adults
can donate blood.
Donations also are accepted online at https://
www.gofundme.com/u4esvhjw – and needed, Levine
says, as Tyler “still has a long road ahead of him” with
treatments planned until at least next spring.
“The garage sale was so successful, and the proceeds
will help ensure that we can focus on helping Tyler conquer this battle, instead of how we will pay for his medical bills,” she says. “From the bottom of my heart, thank
you to everyone who helped, donated and prayed. We
love you all, and pray that God will bless each of you.”

Natalie King, Eric Mede, Rich Fisher,
Ben Fisher and John Rudie load the trucks to take
donated items from the church to the garage sale
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Church News

Ditch the Debt, Grow Our Ministries
1st Year Anniversary Accomplishments

Summer Book Study




Book: How to Be Here: A Guide to Creating a Life Worth
Living Cost: $16.00
Teacher: Pastor Dee Mede
Start Date: Wednesday, June 15th
Time: 6:00 to 7:15 PM
Frequency: Weekly, for 9 weeks
(Will not meet on July 6th)
Location: Alpine Dining Room

Thank you again! As you can see, we’ve been able to do
so much this past year because of your financial dedication to the “Ditch the Debt, Grow Our Ministries” capital campaign.

Description: Rob Bell, the popular pastor and New York
Times bestselling author of Love Wins and What We
Talk About When We Talk About God shows us how to
pursue and realize our dreams, live in the moment, and
joyfully do the things that make us come alive. Each of us
was created for something great—we just need to figure
out what it is and find the courage to do it. Whether it’s
writing the next great American novel, starting a business, or joining a band, Rob Bell wants to help us make
those dreams become reality. Our path is ours and ours
alone to pursue, he reminds us, and in doing so, we derive
great joy because we are living our passions. How to Be
Here lays out concrete steps we can use to define and follow our dreams, interweaving engaging stories, lessons
from biblical figures, insights gleaned from Rob’s personal
experience, and practical advice. Rob gives you the support and insight you need to silence your critics, move
from idea to action, take the first step, find joy in the
work, persevere through hard times, and surrender to the
outcome.
Beginning June 5, you can sign up and buy the book
at the Connection Center between services

Both church parsonages have been paid in FULL!!
Completed various exterior improvements, approved by the Trustees, to the Alpine Center’s South
Wing area. Improvements included roof repairs, new
fascia and paint.

Hired Joy Hayag, our full-time Director of
Children’s and Family Ministries. She’s introduced
exciting new activities to our church calendar for the
children and their families such as Praise Kids Choir
and Blessing of the Bicycles!
 Hired Emily Muserallo, our part-time Director of
Communications. Since she was hired, we launched a
new CUMC website and revealed our new CUMC
church logo.

Message Sign Volunteer(s) Needed
We are looking for a person or persons who would be
able to change the message sign at Our Master’s Center.
Typically, that involves changing the messages every
1-2 weeks. Please call Morry Harms at (815)540-6248
if you have questions or are interested.

CUMC Preschool finished
up another successful
school year on June
3rd. We are so thankful for
all of our families and staff
that made this a great
year. We ended our school
year with our annual End of the year picnic
and St. Jude’s Trike-a-thon. We had around
150 people help us celebrate the children’s success and help raise money for an extraordinary
organization in the process. The families were
treated to pizza, chips and ice cream. We are
now into our summer session and will have
different themes each week for our camps. We
also look forward to seeing some former students as well as new students. Information for the camps can be found on
the church’s website at www.christumc.cc or by calling the preschool at 815-398-1458.

Thank You Notes



From Marg Arthur
Del and I are so grateful for the prayers, prayer
shawl, notes, cards, pastoral visits and other kindnesses shown us during my recent surgery and continuing recovery. Please know how much your love
and care mean to both of us and thank you again for
all of your prayers and good wishes.
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From Deb Laskey and Lisa Jewell
Thank you to everyone who donated all the special gifts to
the MELD Baby Shower. Your support will help MELD
continue to provide assistance and programs for young parents and their children in our community.




From Mary Pulliam at One Body Collaboratives
We are so grateful to have been the recipient of your
outreach donation. Your generosity is such a gift.
We are honored to have you as a partner for this
outreach to struggling families in our community.
Be blessed as you bless others.



From John, Lynn, Jeff and Barb Anderson
The family of Donna Anderson, long-time member of
Christ United Methodist Church, would like to thank
everyone that made our loss bearable. Reverend Jane
and Reverend Scott performed a wonderful service.
We thank you. The ladies that provided the delicious
luncheon, we thank you. Everyone who sent cards,
memorials, and words of comfort and sympathy, we
thank you.


From Jack Schroeder
Twenty people showed up on Saturday, April 11, for
our annual spring landscape clean up at Alpine Center.
Most worked around the yard and did a great job trimming dead stems but mostly picked up 70 bags of
leaves. The flower gardeners cleaned up the flower
beds for spring planting. The weather was so nice that
Saturday that it is mostly done. Thanks again to all
who came out and worked. If anyone would like to
adopt one of those flower beds to plant and care
for this summer, we have three or four plots to
choose from. Call Jack Schroeder at 815-399-9160
for more information or to adopt a flower bed.

Funeral Lunch Thank You
On April 11, a luncheon was served by the UMW for family
and friends after the Celebration of Life service for Donna
Anderson. Many thanks to those who helped serve, the gentlemen who set tables, and our very efficient custodial staff.
This mission to serve families during their time of grief is a
very special part of CUMC. You are all so very appreciated!


From Doug Herriott, Executive Director, Golden
Agers
Sincere thanks to Jane and the members of Christ UMC for
the use of the church for our 42nd anniversary luncheon on
March 15. As you know, our wonderful home for 35 years,
Fire Station #4, burned to the ground on November 7 and
we have since been meeting at Woodside Congregational
Church. They have welcomed us with open arms and we
have adjusted well to our new location. Hosting a large
event like our anniversary lunch is difficult because of the
size of their meeting area. Your church was willing to host it
for us and we appreciate that. Everything went well that
day. Special thanks to Natalie for her knowledge and assistance.


From Melinda Hagerman
I cannot thank you all enough for the cards, food, visits, calls
and rides that I received during the time of my knee replacement and recovery. Thank you to the Prayer Shawl ministry
for the beautiful shawl and Pastor Dee for being with me and
my family prior to surgery and for her hospital visit. The
outpouring of love and care was truly overwhelming.


Spring Salad Luncheon
Thank you to the luncheon committee for a great day! Also,
thank you to all the UMW circles for their help and for the
donated food! What a nice time!
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Lynne Vass, continued from back page

Lynne was on the high school speech team, in
dramatic interpretation, and also in school plays. Elocution
taught her how to breathe, speak and act, she said. She was
really active in high school where she used those speaking
skills to become class president as a junior and student
council VP as a senior. “My Dad encouraged me to get
involved in everything,” she said. “He always told me I
could do anything I wanted to do, and he pushed me to
move beyond my comfort zone. I will always be grateful for
that!” “Those ‘awful’ Saturday morning elocution classes
turned out to be the best thing that my parents did for me,”
Lynne said. “I thank them today.”
She “lived” at the municipal pool during high
school summers where she worked as a lifeguard and
taught swimming and lifesaving. Lynne has taken lessons
in dance, piano, tennis, etc., “But I didn’t like to practice,”
she admitted. “I have always regretted
not being able to play the piano.”
At Indiana University, she
earned a bachelor’s degree in business
administration and a degree in teaching,
secondary education. “The teaching degree was for “just in case.” She never
taught in high school, but she was a teaching assistant in
graduate school. Her master’s degree was in business education.
Her first job after grad school was working as a
security analyst in the trust department for First National
Bank and Trust Co., a big Chicago bank. She was responsible for the consumer products sector and traveled all over
the country, interviewing CEO’s in large companies. She
explained that it was an era when few women worked in the
business world so there were opportunities for women to
help companies meet their “quotas.” “I was one of the first
women officers of the bank,” she said. “We have come a
long way!”
In 1970, Lynne married David Vass, who also
worked for the bank. They moved to Rockford, in late 1975
for his job and a good place to raise children. “I’d never
been to Rockford before,” Lynne said, although she had
heard about Wagon Wheel. “It was considered a great place
to go for the weekend, mostly to play golf.”
In 1976 they were looking for a church with a good
children’s education program. His background was Christian Science, but she leaned toward Methodist. They heard
about Christ United Methodist Church, so they tried it.
“We liked it so much that we stopped looking,” Lynne said.
Their three children were raised in our church.
Son Brian lives at Cincinnati and has two sons; son
Greg lives in Rockford, but works in Chicago, and has a
daughter and a son; daughter Lindsey lives in Chicago
where she’s a clinical social worker for Rosecrance. Greg
and family attend Heartland.
“Church has always been an integral part of my
life,” Lynne said. At church she did volunteer work and met

people. Her son, Brian, and Laura Widstrom, a former
youth education director of the church, went all
through Sunday school together.
Lynne was active in Junior League, which at
that time was studying drug and alcohol abuse. She
represented the League on the Rosecrance board of
directors in the 1980s. “My being part of Christ
United Methodist Church certainly piqued my interest
in Rosecrance,” she said.
In 1990 the family moved to St. Louis, again
for David’s job. Lynne returned to Rockford in1991.
“I got divorced, sold two houses and bought one in 12
months,” she noted.
She told about having her resume prepared to
begin a job search in banking. “I asked for 25 copies
and the woman said, ‘You won’t need that many. I’ll
make you five copies.’ ” Lynne recalled. “I thought she was crazy!”
She gave one to Rosecrance
CEO Phil Eaton, who was a
reference, but as they talked, he
encouraged her to consider working
for Rosecrance, which was founded
by Methodists and is affiliated with the NIC.
That was the only resume she used! “That decision
was life-changing for me,” Lynne said, “Working for
Rosecrance was mission work. It changed my life, and
I got paid to do it!”
“Philanthropy is still a big part of my life,” she
said. “It’s important for all of us to give back in some
way as we are able.”
Lynne enjoys flower gardening, needlepoint,
volunteering, playing Mah Jongg and spending time
with her grandchildren. She reads weekly with Lathrop school children through a United Way program.
She attends the 9:30 a.m. Sunday service at Alpine
Center. She keeps her addiction to sweets in check by
working out with a trainer. “I always find something
to do,” she noted.
She’s president of her PEO chapter, but she
no longer does consulting or professional fund raising.
“I think when you’re done, you’re done,” she said
about retirement. “And my heart and loyalty will always be with Rosecrance.” Lynne’s responsibilities
were fundraising, communications and church relations at Rosecrance. She said that Rosecrance has
been a part of the church’s conference for 100 years.
Lynne told the Rosecrance story throughout the conference, often as a Sunday substitute to allow small
church pastors a day off.
“I love country music,” she says, especially Alan Jackson, Garth Brooks and Willie Nelson. She loves
Brooks’ songs “The Dance” and “Unanswered Prayers,” because they reflect her life. “God always has a
plan for us. We just need to trust Him!” she said.
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Sharon Watts
Sharon grew up in the small community of McCleary in
the state of Washington. Her family lived just a block
from the Methodist Church. Sharon was involved in the
church throughout her childhood and teen years. She
was married in 1957 to Joe, a wonderful Christian man
They moved to Rockford in 1959 and joined Our Master’s UMC in 1967. Her husband was baptized at Our
Master’s and both her sons, Joe and Jeff, were confirmed
here.
Sharon said that her family means a great deal to her.
She feels the church is her second family. Her faith was
really tested in 1991 when her husband had a stroke and
passed away the day after his 59th birthday. She explained that her faith in God is what got her through
that time and is what sustains her still. She said, “Thank
God for my church! The people are there to help you
through things.” For that blessing she thanks her
church family and thanks God. Sharon said that when
Our Master’s joined with Christ UMC it just expanded
her family and made a more loving family for her.
When asked about some of her favorite ways to live out
her faith, she said she likes to help people in ways that
she can. Making people feel welcome is also important to
her. She is one of the providers for treats for Sunday fellowship. She believes it’s important to offer a cup of coffee and welcome people to the church community. Over
the years, Sharon has been involved in many ministries
at Our Master’s including Sunday School and Bible
School, helping with youth group, and working with the
Salad Luncheon and the Italian Fest.
Sharon’s faith has also grown from her experiences in
the Thursday morning Bible study at Our Master’s.

Sharon said that
Pastor David Poust
began that study
time and the group
has kept going
through the leadership changes. She
said they have studied several of Adam
Hamilton’s books
and enjoy learning
together.
One other place you
will find Sharon now is with the Knitting Group on the
2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month. She explained that this
group is for people who want to knit, crochet, and enjoy
the fellowship. People can bring their own projects to
work on if they don’t want to knit. The fellowship is a key
ministry of this group and all are welcome to come. Some
make prayer shawls that are given to those who are sick.
They also make prayer squares that are good to put in a
card for someone who is going through a hard time. They
meet from 1:00 to 3:00 pm at the Our Master’s Center on
the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays. Sharon will have the coffee
ready for you.
Sharon shared a favorite poem to express her feelings of
her lifelong faith journey:
Life is an Echo
What you send out, comes back. What you sow, you reap,
What you give, you get. What you see in others, exists in
you. Do not judge, so you will NOT be judged. Radiate
and give LOVE—and Love comes back to you.
by Beth A. Palm

Rainbow Covenant Giving
Our coins for Rainbow Covenant mission giving each Sunday in June will go to the
partnership our Annual Conference has with the Evangelical Methodist Church in
Bolivia.
Projects that we support are:
 rural health care
 educational programs for children and youth
 improvement of drinking water systems
 ministry to older adults
 women’s leadership development

Getting to Know Hymn; Job Opening
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Getting to Know Hymn

“Onward Christian Soldiers”
Sabine Baring-Gould (1834-1924)

Onward, Christian soldiers!
Marching as to war,
With the cross of Jesus
Going on before.
Christ, the royal Master,
Leads against the foe:
Forward into battle,
See His banners go!

Like a mighty army
Moves the Church of God:
Brothers, we are treading
Where the saints have trod;
We are not divided,
All one body we,
One in hope and doctrine,
One in charity.

Onward, Christian soldiers,
marching as to war,
with the cross of Jesus
going on before.

Onward, then, ye people,
From our happy throng,
Blend with ours your voices
In the triumph song:
Glory, laud, and honor
Unto Christ the King;
This through countless ages
Men and angels sing.

Taken with permission from
The One Year Great Songs
of Faith,

Ever since the apostle Paul told the Ephesian Christians to put on the armor of God,
Christian writers have used the symbolism of
the soldier as a call for preparedness and
courage. But when Sabine Baring-Gould, a
thirty-one-year-old preacher and schoolteacher, wrote “Onward, Christian Soldiers,”
he simply wanted to write a marching song
for his school children. Later, he apologized
for the hymn: “It was written in great haste,
and I am afraid that some of the rhymes are
faulty.”
Whitmonday was a festival day for
schoolchildren in Yorkshire, and BaringGould’s youngsters in the mill town of
Horbury had to walk to a neighboring town
to join other children for the celebration, “I
wanted the children to sing when marching
from one village to the other, but couldn’t
think of anything quite suitable,” BaringGould commented, “so I sat up at night and
resolved to write something myself.”

Job Opening:
Choir Director/Handbell Choir Director
Christ United Methodist Church, a 1600 member church in NE Rockford, is seeking a part-time director(s) for an
adult choir that sings two Sundays a month and/or a handbell choir that plays once a month during the school year.
In addition, our second worship center is seeking a part time director for an adult choir that sings three times a
month during the school year. These positions can be filled by one, two, or three people. Opportunities for directing
summer choirs are available. Candidate must be able to work as part of a team, choose music from a variety of musical styles. Experience directing choirs and choosing worship music required. Candidates will be asked to prepare
and teach music to the choirs as part of an audition. Preference will be given to candidates with piano proficiency.
Candidates should possess a background in a variety of worship music genres, skill to lead musical groups with
willingness to learn.
Interested candidates should submit a resume and any
questions to info@christumc.cc. The job description is
available on our website at www.christumc.cc.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE
8:00 a.m. Nursery Child Care is available at the Nursery Room

No Sunday School at this worship hour

Vacation Bible School Announcements!
Hi Everyone,
Our VBS time is almost here, June 20-24, and
we are excited to meet all of you. Our leaders are
already preparing and excited for our annual VBS
program.
We are thankful for all your support, for your
prayers and your financial support as well. Our VBS
donation tree will be up for two weeks at our Connection Center, starting on June 5. We will be asking for
donations, especially food items needed for our snack
center and family picnic day.
Volunteers are still needed to help us with this
upcoming event. Please approach me any time after
or before our worship services. We are still accepting
any items that we can use to decorate our rooms for
our VBS theme this year- anything related to a beach
party.
Register your children or volunteer to help on
our website, www.christumc.cc/ministries/children
or pick up a registration form at the Connection Center.
If you have any questions, please let me know,
you can call me at 815-399-5910 or email me at
jhayag@christumc.cc.

Joy

9:30 a.m. Worship Hour Alpine Center
 Infants and Toddlers: Nursery Room
 All children begin in the Sanctuary and are dismissed
after Children's Message (except on the first Sunday
of the month)
 Pre-School(4)-5th Grade—Lower Level Sunday School
Rooms.*
Every first Sunday of the month* Kindergarten-5 grade
children at the 9:30 am Alpine worship center will begin
downstairs. We will all come up together to take
communion and go back to their SS rooms.
9:30 a.m. Worship Hour OMC
Infants: Nursery
 Pre-School-Kindergarten: Nursery
1 -6 Grade: Begin in Sanctuary,
dismissed downstairs for Sunday School
following the Children’s Message
th

st

th

11:00 a.m. Worship Hour Alpine Center
Infants and Toddlers: Nursery Room

All children begin in Sanctuary and are dismissed
after Children's Message.

Pre-School(4)-5th Grade—Lower Level Sunday School
Rooms.
Note: Communion is every Sunday for the children



Important Dates to Remember
June 13-17

VBS preparation week for all leaders

June 19

VBS decoration day/room set-up

June 24

Family picnic time (lunch) in the
Alpine Center Courtyard

June 26

Children’s Council meeting

Birthdays
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June 9
Jeff Baldwin
Beth Hajek
Brenda McDonough
Ken McMillin
Nicole Menting
Jeff Wallem
June 1
Jenny Jeschke
Elmer Kietzmann
Cindi Lutes
Sylvia Reuterfors
Hayley Rydberg
Katherine Woodard
June 2
Anna Moczzynski
Jace Scribner
Mary Seigfreid
June 3
Barry Beaman
Jeremy Hudgin
Cora Olson
Pat Replogle
Amy Swanson
June 4
Maryann Leonard
Connie Silletti
June 5
Rebecca Alston
Brianna Corrigan
Ben Holmertz
Ruth Kolar
Marion Michalsen
Kelley Roach
Rich Roach
Chloe Sadewater
Gene Seuring
June 6
Sam Hayag
Dan Retzer
Marco Revoredo
Debbie Rogers
Chris Tyson
June 7
Alice Moczynski
Laura Varland
David Winker
June 8
Kasi Aarvig
Lisa Scribner

June 10
Lori Reisetter
Gail Rothermel
Teena Scheub
Andrew Tate
June 11
Chloe Alexander
Cooper Leaich
Anthony Leon
David Raffety
June 12
Bruce Dearborn
Aaron Huber
Sharon Snyder
June 13
Frank Dyke
Paula Hacker
Mary Kay Johnson
Alex Kobler
Ashley Menting
Ashlee Sarver
Jody Warren
June 14
Hilda Behn
Jack Erickson
Shane Hough
Nick Rippentrop
Kinsey Rives
Katelyn Sarauer
Gayle Scheuer
June 15
Sharon Hawes
Peter Herrmann
Laura Johannes
Carter McGowan
Lindsey Oyler
Anabel Seeling
Norm Shirk
John Silletti
Michaela Tyson
Shelly Watson
June 16
Ronnie Bass
Alexandra Bergsten
Tony Moczynski
James Noonan
Nicole Riemer

June 17
Jimmie Alston
Elizabeth Flygare
Rylee Hunter
Mark Kneller
Kailee Thurston
June 18
Jennifer Baker
Carol Earnest
Kasey Esgar
Kylee Moore
John Shourek
Lucy Thomas
Martha Trevey
Dorothy Woodard
June 19
Cheri Carlson
Will Gay
Norm Hagman
Susie O’Dierno
June 20
Andrew Gummow
Reece Malone
Ashley Moore
Samantha O’Connell
June 21
Brooke Olson
Emery Percell
June 22
Alex Childs
Payton Hawes
Darrell Johnson
Bruce Kobischka
Mabel Paraggua
Addison Stender
Shirley Waddell
June 23
Allison Ackerman
Paige Deppe
Ruth Huckstep
Jack Masters
Hailey Wheelock
June 24
Ben Conway
Molly Cook
Jeff Holmgaard
Keith Magnus
Greg Meyer
Fran Schaible

June 25
Chris Jacobsen
Jeff Kearney
Anita Layng
Judy Lindner
Krystle Moore
Brian Porter
Caden Prentice
Harold Sweeney
June 26
Patrick Anderson
Traci Parker
Dan Pete
Ryan Rappley
June 27
Lauren Abbott
Mary English
Anna Gibbons
Morry Harms
Kayla Wainwright

June 28
Sharyn Booth
Ally Johnson
Milo Melenas
Riley Miller
Tom Moss
June 29
Emma Cullen
Gary Fall
Erin Morgan
Leonard Pink
June 30
Morgan Bockhop
Connie Bradel
Trent Miller
Toni Neitzel
Nolan Taylor

Coffee Hour Servers Needed
at Alpine Center
We are in need of additional coffee hour
servers at Alpine Center. This is a vital
ministry for the congregation. It is a
time for people to share their joys and
concerns with each other and to catch up
with friends. If you would like to be a
part of this ministry, please contact the
church office or contact
gaylegeorge@christumc.cc.

Bag It Sunday is June 19
Bag It Sunday is one of our three special
annual efforts to assist area residents
having a food crisis. The Outreach
Committee will hand out bags after
each service on June 12 as a reminder to
either make a monetary contribution or
donate non-perishable foods such as cans
or packages of soup, cereal, canned fruits
and vegetables, canned meat, pasta, juice,
chili, rice, macaroni & cheese and peanut
butter. Checks may be made out to Christ
United Methodist Church, with "food
pantry" noted in the memo section. On
June 19, containers will be placed near
entrances for collection of all donations. Your generosity is needed and appreciated by the pantries and the people
they serve.

Anniversaries; The Church is People
June 16
Ty and Jolene Unangst
June 17
Richard and Jeanine Wang

June 2
Curtis and Sharon Bliss
Dennis and Patrice Rinaldi
June 3
Leland and Sandy Cottrell
Dean and Doris Dion
Evelyn Fox and
Bob Strachan
Steve and Karen Thomas
June 4
Plato and Kay Leeson
Scot and Deb Price

June 18
Keith and Priscilla Carr
Steve and Jane Merritt
June 19
Gale and Becky Rippentrop
June 20
Greg and Kelly Finch
June 21
Craig and Sue Anderson
Scott and Laura Johannes
Bill and Pam Miner
Scott and Sue Sarauer
Jim and Shirley Waddell

June 5
Larry and Rickie Andersen
Pete and Debbie Gustafson
DJ and Rachael Williams

June 22
Jim and Claudia Lateer
Rich and Donna Riha

June 7
Ray and Nola Wood

June 23
Kerry and Fran Schaible
Jason and Christine Woodard

June 8
Morry and Angie Harms
Gene and Betty Nelson
John and Karen Weedman
June 10
Korey and Erika Coffer
Curt and Lori Leppert
June 12
George and Mary English
Bob and Peg Giannangeli
Jenny and Alex Jeschke
David and Sharon Mouri
June 14
John and Cynthia Beachum
Randy and Jane Mathews
Doug and Susan Pomatto
June 15
Rich and Judy Schultz
Irv and Joanne Stewart

June 24
Merle and Janet Clewett
June 25
Harold and Sharon Hawes
Dennis and Mary Ann Priewe
June 26
Megan and Cory Poynor
June 27
Bob and Donna Carter
Claire and Margot Kelley
Orv and Jeanne Steinmetz
June 28
Rod and Gail Brady
Jeff and Linda Nevel
Scott and Linda Springer
June 29
Paul Carpenter and
Carla White-Carpenter
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The Church is People
Sympathy to:
Douglas and Susan Kortemeier and Debra and
Ron Bendis on the death of their father, Rev. Ken
Kortemeier, who died on May 11
Alan and Gretchen Beaman and family on the
death of Gretchen’s grandmother
Gedeon and Phooebe Trias and family on the
death of Phoebe’s mother, Carrie

Wedding:
Congratulations to Pastor Dee and Eric Mede’s
daughter Erica, who married John Bellah on
May 4

Congratulations to:
Proud grandparents, Donna and Jeff Kirk, who
announce the arrival of their first grandchild,
Arlan Kirk Poust, on May 4, 2016.
Christopher Gillette (son of Cliff and the late
Donna Gillette) became engaged to Jeanine Ann
Peters on April 13, 2016

Greeting Cards on sale
At Alpine Center
Greeting cards made by women of this
church, will be on sale on June 12 and the 26th
in Fellowship Hall.
If you enjoy fellowship and creating,
please join us on the third Tuesday of each month,
at 9:15 am in the Alpine Trinity building.

Booths Available!
Booth space for the 27th Annual Tender Loving
Crafts Sale held Saturday, October 15 are filling
up fast! There are only a few spaces available!
If you’re interested in renting a booth, please call
Diane Kirkland at (815) 885-1757 for details. It’s
also time to start making your crafts for the UMW
booth and thinking about your favorite items for
the Bake Sale!
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Next Flame Deadline: June 23, 2016

Check out our website:
www.christumc.cc

Articles may be e-mailed to lindakuntz@christumc.cc or
mailed/brought to the church office by the deadline date.

Getting to Know You: Lynne Vass
by Don Black
The thought of speaking before a large group
frightens many people, but not Lynne Vass.
That’s because she studied elocution for eight
years as a child and teen. Not because she enjoyed these
classes, but rather because her parents strongly encouraged her to “stick with it.”
What’s elocution? In the dictionary, it’s “ĕl′əkyoo′shən.” Definition: n. 1. The art of public speaking
in which gesture, vocal production, and delivery are emphasized. 2. A style or manner of speaking, especially in
public.” Lynne says the confidence she gained from her
elocution classes was especially helpful during her years
of fund raising for Rosecrance. She’s now retired.
“It served me well, my whole life,” she said during an interview. She’s never been afraid to stand before
people, although she admits to sometimes “getting the
jitters” right before speaking.
Lynne used her fundraising skills to co-chair our
church’s recent capital campaign. She chairs the Stewardship Committee and is a Stephen Minister.
Raised in Logansport, Indiana, about 40 miles
from Purdue University, she’s always been a Hoosier fan.

“In Indiana, you are raised to
love basketball, pork tenderloin sandwiches, and sugar
cream pie from the day you
are born!” she said. “It was a
great place to grow up.”
Her father was in the
investment business and her
Mom was a social worker
until she had children Both
of her folks were involved in
the community, volunteering and raising money for
many good causes. Lynne said. “Working for good causes has just been part of the fabric of my life since I was a
child.” Her brother, Brad, lives in Fort Wayne, Ind.
Lynne says the maternal side of her family was
Methodist. However, on the paternal side, they were
American Baptist. She was baptized at both – Methodist as an infant and Baptist as a teen-ager. She grew up
in the Baptist church, because most of her friends went
there. And actor Greg Kinnear’s grandmother was her
Sunday School teacher for six years!
(continued on page 8)

