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Eight Days a Week 
CUMC facilities stay busy beyond Sundays 

by Mark McGowan 

    The                   Flame 

The church, we are taught from a young age, is not a 
building, 
 
Nor is it a steeple or a resting place, but – well, you know 
the rest. 
 
Yet for all practical (and physical) intents and purposes, 
the church is a building. And, in the case of Christ United 
Methodist Church, the church is many buildings. 
 
While those buildings hum constantly with activity, 
meanwhile, it’s frequently not mem-
bers of the congregation whose cars 
are filling the parking lots. Many or-
ganizations from the community also 
gather at both CUMC centers between 
Sundays. 
 
From rehearsals of the 2nd City Cho-
rus and the Age-Quake theater compa-
ny, to thrice-weekly aerobics sessions, 
to meetings of the Boy Scout 
Roundtable District and various Alco-
holics Anonymous and Al-Anon groups, to knitting and 
quilting and card-making and scrapbooking, Cliff Gillette 
relishes it all. 
 
“As Pastor Jane always says, we like to have a sense of 
community, and we have space, so we open our buildings 
to people who need space,” says Gillette, director of Facili-
ties and Administration at CUMC. “It’s good to offer 
that.” 
 
Outside “clients” – groups must fill out registration forms 
and pass background checks to secure use of the facilities 
– like what they find. 

“We take care of our properties. We provide the utilities 
for them. We’re centrally located, and we’re easy to get 
to. There’s easy parking,” Gillette says. “We’re also qui-
et, and they can have some privacy.” 
 
Some of these “visitors” include Community Care work-
shops focused on home health care; as many as 300 peo-
ple attend these quarterly events. 
 
Members of the Humane Society Board meet here, as do 
members of the Rockford chapter of Model T Ford Club 

International. Performers in the 
Senior Follies practice here. Stu-
dents of the Pape Conservatory of 
Music hold semiannual recitals 
here. Book lovers discuss what 
they’re reading here. 
 
Regular Sunday morning worship-
pers often return for movie nights, 
or men’s group, or the Good Grief 
support group, or to rehearse for a 
music ministry. 

 
The CUMC preschool uses the Alpine sanctuary,  
Fellowship Hall and other spaces for special events,  
including Thanksgiving, Mother’s Day, graduation cer-
emonies and Christmas “Polar Express” activities.  
 
Gillette is proud of the church’s two-year partnership 
with Rockford Work Camps, a project of Rockford  
Urban Ministries. 
 
Both centers have provided comfortable places for high 
school work crews to sleep, shower and eat as they help 

( continued on Page 7) 
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Since Jane is on renewal leave, I have the privilege of giv-
ing you, “A Word” in this month’s Flame newsletter. So, 
what shall I talk about? Maybe it’s because Riley Martin, 
our summer intern, and I are working hard on our senior 
high workcamp, missions came to mind.  
 
As many of you have heard already, for our honeymoon,  
4 years ago, Stacey and I went to Korea and Japan.  How-
ever, as part of our honeymoon, we also took the time to 
visit some ministries that sounded interesting to us. 
Among the many café ministries and churches, we also 
visited a place called The Drop Box.  
 
The year prior to getting married, Stacey and I watched a 
documentary called the Drop Box about Pastor Jong Rak 
Lee and his wife, Chun-ja Lee, who created the first “drop 
box” for abandoned 
children in Seoul, 
South Korea, outside 
of their house church, 
God’s Love Commu-
nity Church.  
 
Pastor Lee created a 
sanctuary for babies 
whose mothers could 
not care for them be-
cause of difficult cir-
cumstances. The actu-
al box, not much big-
ger than the size of a 
baby, available 24/7, 
has built-in motion 
sensors that alarms 
when a baby is placed 
inside. When the alarm rings, Pastor Lee and his wife 
would hurry to the box and welcome the baby into their 
home.  
 
When the documentary was filmed, Pastor Lee and his 
wife were legal guardians for their 2 biological children 
and an additional 17 other children they had received 
through the drop box. Since 2009, they have received 
over 600 infants, many infants being children with special 
needs.  
 
After watching this documentary, I was heartbroken that 
this was happening in my home country due to family 
pressures, the lack of right education, lack of governmen-
tal assistance, social stigmas against young, single moth-
ers and prejudice against people with physical and mental 
disabilities. I was also captivated by the love lived out by 

Pastor Lee and Mrs. Lee. It was like watching people 
who were obsessed; obsessed with loving abandoned chil-
dren. I had to meet them. Through connections we had 
with friends, we made some calls and set an appointment 
to visit God’s Love Community Church. 
 
When we arrived, Stacey and I thought that they would 
have a random staff person give a us a tour.  However, 
when Pastor Lee heard that I was a pastor from the Unit-
ed States he insisted that I meet him personally. After 
having a brief conversation about the film, he introduced 
us to his wife and showed us how much the ministry had 
evolved since the film was made.  
 
His church had a multi-level building, each floor dedicat-
ed to the countless children they had adopted. It was bus-

tling with nurses and 
other care takers. He 
showed us the origi-
nal drop box that 
still continued to 
function and take in 
over a dozen infants 
daily.  
 
He also told us that 
while the beginning 
of the drop box was 
well intentioned, 
they also realized 
that they were doing 
enormous harm to 
the mothers. God’s 
Love Community 
Church was taking 

away their children without offering them the choice of 
keeping them!  For this reason, they had built a special 
wing where mothers can stay until they acquire a stable 
job and take classes on child care. Now, when a baby is 
dropped off, either Pastor Lee or another staff person 
runs after the mother to counsel them and to give them 
options they thought they did not have. 
 
When we think of missions, sometimes we get so caught 
up in the excitement to help that we don’t realize the 
harm we might be causing through our charity. By chari-
ty, I mean our direct services to people with things like 
food, clothing and shelter. Take the “help” nonprofit  
organizations are giving in places like Haiti. They are 
bringing free rice to Haiti. It’s helpful in feeding Haitians 
for the short term but these NGO’s have also devastated 
a nation’s economy as rice was one of Haiti’s strongest  

Picture of Pastor Dan and Stacey with Pastor Jong Rak Lee and  
Mrs. Chun-ja Lee. 

A Word from Pastor Dan 

(A Word from Pastor Dan continued on Page 5) 



Alpine Center 
(MAILING ADDRESS FOR  

BOTH CENTERS): 
4509 Highcrest Road 
Rockford, Il  61107 

Phone:  815-399-5910 
Office Hours: Monday—Friday 

8:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday Worship Services 
Blended Worship Services: 

8:00 and 9:30 a.m. 
     Celebration Service:  

11:00 a.m. 

Our Master’s Center 
5973 Darlene Drive 
Rockford, Il  61109 

Phone: (815)399-5910 
   

Sunday Worship Service 
9:30 a.m. Child care is available 

Rev. Jane Eesley, Senior Pastor 
jeesley@christumc.cc 

Rev. Deanna Mede, Associate Pastor 
dmede@christumc.cc 

Rev. Daniel Lee, Associate Pastor 
dlee@christumc.cc 

Welcome to Christ United Methodist Church! 
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Christ United Methodist Church page 
https://www.facebook.com/cumcrockford 

Christ UMC Children’s and Family Ministries page 
https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry 

Christ UMC Student Ministries page 

Check out our website at: 
www.christumc.cc 

 
Meet Our Summer Intern—Riley Martin 

 
Hello! My name is Riley Martin, and I am so excited to be working as the summer 
ministry intern this summer. Many of you know me, many of you do not, so let me 
tell you a little about myself. I just finished my first year at Rock Valley College. I 
plan on transferring to a four-year university in Fall 2020 where I can complete my 
bachelors degree in Chemistry. After that I hope to attend medical school. I tell you 
all of this, and it sounds so planned out and perfect. However, I began the Fall 2018 
semester wanting to major in political science, so these plans are subject to change. I 
also work as a framer at Michael’s. Outside of school and work, I enjoy music, read-
ing, writing, baking, and spending time with my two younger sisters, Shelby and 
Avery.  

 
I grew up in the United Methodist Church. When I was 11, I began attending Christ UMC and I almost im-

mediately found a church family and an amazing group of friends. Now, at 19, my closest friends are still people I met 
in this church’s youth group. I want every single youth in both 412 and SALT to have the same amazing and pro-
found experiences that I did. When I began volunteering on Wednesday nights with the middle school students, I 
found so much joy and fulfillment in spending time with these younger students. I’m very aware that I was one of 
those middle school students six years ago, and I try to be the kind of role model and leader that I needed when I was 
that age. Now, as the summer ministry intern, I am beyond excited to help with the elementary students in VBS, and 
work with Jr./Sr. High students at Workcamps this summer. I am so grateful that I get to spend my summer with 
the youth and adults in this church. 

https://www.facebook.com/cumcrockford/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry/?fref=ts
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Out to Lunch Bunch 
July 25 at 12:30 p.m. 

Garrett’s Restaurant, 1631 N. Bell School Road 
To make your reservation or if you have questions, call 
Linda Marshall at 319-520-8539. 

A Message from  
the UMW Card Creators 

The UMW has found it necessary to raise the price of 
our creations made from recycled cards. The price will be 
changed from $.75 to $1.00, effective September 1, 2019.  
We hope you will continue to support missions through 
this project. 

UMW Greeting Card Sales 
Cards will be available for sale in Fellowship Hall, Alpine 
Center, on Sundays, July 14 and July 28 from 9:00 a.m. 
until 11:00 a.m. These cards are individually created by 
hand from recycled cards, and profits are sent to various 
missions through the UMW. Please help us to continue 
this support. 

Reel Faith Family Night  
at the Movies 

Everyone is invited to bring your  
family and friends to  

Reel Faith Family Night at the Movies  
to see “Inside Out”  

on Wednesday, July 17, 
 at Our Master’s Center 

at 6:00 p.m. for popcorn and the movie. 
 

“Inside Out” will be the subject  
of the sermon on Sunday, July 21 

Project Undershare Update from  
the Outreach Team   

During the month of April, our congregation was so gen-
erous in donating 134 pairs of socks, 368 pairs of under-
wear, and 34 t-shirts for children in need.  There was 
even a pink outfit that will certainly go to a deserving 
child.  Chris Bergsten from Project Undershare noted 
that Rock House Kids runs all summer long and is in need 
of clothing.  Thank you for supporting this ministry with 
your monetary donations too!  Helping build self-esteem 
in children is powerful. 

CUMC Outreach School Supply Drive 
 

It's time to fill those backpacks! 
Here's how it works: 

 
 
 

• Pick up a supply list located in the Fellowship Hall. 
They will be available July 14 and 21. 

• SHOP! SHOP! SHOP! 

• Deliver filled backpack to church (either location) by July 28. 

• Monetary donations are always welcome. 

• The backpacks are given to Centennial UMC’s Kids Club participants and 
the Transition Department at Rockford Public Schools. 

 
Questions? Call Mary Talley, formerly Gummow (815) 494-8679 
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God 
Opens  
Doors 

 

Daily Breakthrough Prayer 

Please stop and pray this prayer daily at  
7:07 a.m. and/or 7:07 p.m. 

 

God of hopes and dreams and visions  
for the future, we ask you to send the  

Holy Spirit to break through into  
our lives and into your church. 

Help us sense where your Spirit is leading. 
Give us faith and courage to  

step through the doors that you open. 

Amen. 

agricultural resources. How can Haitian rice farmers 
hope to compete with free rice?  
 
Of course, this doesn’t mean that charity is absolutely 
unnecessary. Martin Luther King, Jr. once said in a TV 
interview, “It’s all right to tell a man to lift himself by his 
own bootstraps, but it is cruel jest to say to a bootless 
man that he ought to lift himself by his own bootstraps.” 
At the same time, we have all heard the saying, “if you 
give a man a fish, he eats for a day; if you teach a man to fish, 
he eats for a lifetime.” To only “give a man a fish” in mis-
sion is to say that poverty is only a lack of material 
things like food, money, housing, water, etc. when pov-
erty is much more about shame, powerlessness, humilia-
tion, fear, hopelessness, social isolation and voicelessness. 
We need to feed the hungry, clothe the naked and shelter 
the homeless, while also asking, “why is this happening?”  
 
Micah 6:8 says, “God has told you, O mortal, what is 
good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do 
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with 
your God?” It is our mandate to ask the why to work for 
justice. Please pray for our youth as they go into the 
world, to Hannibal, Missouri, that God would make the 
search for justice a part of their daily living. Amen. 
 
Love and Peace, 
 
Daniel Lee 
 
 
 
 
If you would like to learn more about justice versus  
charity, here are some resources: 
 
Documentary: 
Poverty Inc. by Michael Miller 
 
Books:  
Toxic Charity: How Churches and Charities Hurt Those they 
Help (And How to Reverse it) 
By Robert D. Lupton 
Helping Without Hurting in Short-Term Missions 
By Steve Corbett and Brian Fikkert 
When Helping Hurts: How to Alleviate Poverty Without 
Hurting the Poor and Yourself 
By Steve Corbett and Brian Fikkert 
 

( A Word from Pastor Dan continued from Page 2) 

Picture of the drop box where mothers would  
place their infant. 
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WOWS  
Widows Or Widowers and Singles 

Open to all single women  
age 65 and over 

 
 

In July: 
We’ll have lunch at Sam’s Restaurant on E. Riverside 
at noon on July 17.  Call Mary Ann to reserve your 
place at 815-505-2788. 
 

In August: 
On Wednesday, August 21, the WOWS will have 
lunch at Stockholm Inn. We will meet there at noon.  
To make a reservation or if you have questions, please 
call Sandi at 815-963-7634. 

   Fellowship News; Rainbow Covenant Coins 

Scrapbooking Group 

Scrapbooking/Stamping for July is scheduled for  
Saturday, July 20, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the Alpine  
Dining Room.  Stay for all day or just a half day - whatever 
fits your schedule.  Not everyone in our group scrapbooks.   
Some are stamping or working on other projects so join us 
for a fun day of crafting!  If children will be joining us, it's 
requested they be at least middle school age.    
 
Please bring a snack to share and your own beverage. 
Bring your own lunch or we’ll walk over to Edgebrook and 
enjoy a brat, chips, and pop at Alpine Kiwanis Brat Days. 
Advanced sale tickets are $6, available around town; $7 day 
of event. Hope to see you on the 20th.  Questions?  Call 
Mary Hicks at 815-742-1136. 

July 26 Movie Night 
Hostiles 

6:15 p.m., Alpine Coffee House 
 July’s movie is a western drama set in1892.  In 
Hostiles the army captain and Indian hater Joseph Blocker 
(Christian Bale) is ordered to escort the dying Cheyenne 
chief Yellow Hawk (Wes Studi) and his family to their 
family home in Montana.  It’s a dangerous journey, and 
additions to their small group along the way increase 
Captain Blocker’s problems.  The movie is also about the 
inner journey and struggles of some of the characters.  
Rated R for language and violence, Hostiles is 133 min. 
long.  It will have an intermission in the middle and a 
discussion at the end. Come to the Alpine Coffee House 
(door #5) at 6:15 p.m., Friday, July 26, for free munchies 
and conversation.  The movie starts at 6:30 p.m. and the 
discussion wraps up by 9:30.  If you have questions, call 
George and Mary English at 815-397-4883. 

CUMC Senior Fellowship Group 
Friday, July 19, at noon, 

Alpine Center Dining Room 
 Come and join this group for seniors for a wonder-
ful homemade lunch and fellowship with your friends.  
After lunch, we’ll have a spectacular sneak peak at this 
year’s Senior Follies. Join us for several performances by 
this group’s talented cast. This is always a popular program 
every year! 
 

 Please call the church office at 815-399-5910 to 
make your reservation by Monday, July 15. 

      

Coins for Rainbow Covenant Giving  
in July  

Coins for Rainbow Covenant giving in July will go to 
Rockford Work Camps. 

• Volunteer and mission site in the Northern Illinois 
Conference. 

• Mission groups from around the country stay in 
Rockford at local United Methodist Churches 

• Your support purchases materials so that repairs 
can be made in depressed neighborhoods. 

• Low income families receive a helping hand. 

• Wheelchair ramps are their specialty. 
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Job Opening: Coordinator of   
Welcoming Ministries 

Part Time 
 The Coordinator of Welcoming Ministries is  
responsible for  overseeing all aspects of welcoming mem-
bers and visitors to Christ United Methodist Church and 
providing hospitality to all who come through the church 
doors. See our website at christumc.cc/jobs or your enews 
for a full job description.   
 If interested, please send or bring your resume to 
the church office. Questions? Call Cliff Gillette at the church 
office, 815-399-5910, ext. 29. 

(Eight Days a Week continued from cover page) 

to better Rockford’s low-income neighborhoods, food pan-
tries, homeless shelters and environmental protection areas. 
Only Alpine is being used this summer, Gillette says. 
 
Our Master’s is, however, the longtime home of the TOPS 
(Take Off Pounds Sensibly) group. 
 
It’s also the location of the Good Neighbor Gardens, and its 
parking lot is often full on Fridays with the cars of wor-
shippers at the Muslim Association of Greater Rockford’s 
next-door mosque. 
 
Alpine’s parking lot, meanwhile, handles the overflow of 
Edgebrook’s annual Cider n’ Cinnamon Arts & Crafts Fair. 
Edgebrook returns the favor for the church’s Tender Lov-
ing Crafts event. 
 
Cecile Flowers, secretary of the Golden K Kiwanis club, 
says she and her fellow members (including Ted Plum) love 
the accommodations of Alpine’s Dining Room. 
 
“That’s our place. It’s plenty big for our group. We do pay 
a rental fee, but it’s affordable for us,” Flowers says. “The 
church also has been very generous in allowing us to use 
their facilities for our Pancake Day, and that’s how we raise 
money for the scholarships for two East High School grad-
uates each year.” 
 
Even outdoor grassy areas offer a chance for sharing re-
sources. 
 
“This year, for the first time, one of our trustees, Alan 
Beaman, who is coaching a girls’ soccer team, came to us 
and said, ‘Can I use the fields for practice?’ Now they use 
our green space on Tuesday nights,” Gillette says. “We’re 
trying to find opportunities like these. It’s great to see our 
buildings used, and cars in the parking lots.” 

Job Opening at 
Christ UMC Preschool 

Christ United Methodist Preschool is currently inter-
viewing DCFS Early Childhood teacher-qualified 
applicants to work with children ranging in age 
from two - five years old. This is a full time position 
Monday through Friday, with hours 8:30-5:30 pri-
marily. Christ UMC is a not-for-profit organization, 
licensed through DCFS which offers a nurturing 
work environment for our children and our teachers. 
Benefits include: life insurance, paid vacation, paid 
sick leave, paid holidays, enrollment in 403B savings. 

 

Required Skills And Experience 

• Develop weekly lesson plans that meet Illinois 
early learning standards and provide children 
with a wide variety of ways to develop, learn and 
grow at their pace. 

• A love for children and a strong desire to make a 
difference every day. 

• Ability to build relationships with families and 
coworkers and create a dynamic environment 
where play and learning happens. 

• Outstanding customer service skills, strong or-
ganizational skills, and the ability to multi-task 
and manage multiple situations effectively 

• Previous Early Childhood experience (preferred) 

• Associates Degree in Early Childhood Education 
(Minimum) 

• CPR and First Aid Certification or willingness to  
       obtain 
• Must meet state specific guidelines for the role 

• Must be physically able to lift a minimum of 40 
pounds, and work indoors or outdoors. Must be 
able to assume postures in low levels to allow 
physical and visual contact with children, see and 
hear well enough to keep children safe, and en-
gage in physical activity with children. 

• Ability to speak, read, and write English. 
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   In 1957 Roy served in the Army as a clerk for 
six months and finished the rest of his six years in  
the reserves. 
   Ten years after his marriage he attended  
Harper College and earned an associate degree in art. 
He said he did a lot of drawing in college. 
   Roy retired from delivering mail for the U.S. 
Postal Service after 37 years of service. 
   Carol was part of the staff at the Palatine  
Library. So after retirement, Roy 
joined the library – she was upstairs 
and he worked downstairs, primari-
ly in genealogy and periodicals. He 
worked 20 years in the library. And 
they retired eight years ago. 
   “We miss the librarians 
there,” they said about Palatine. “And we miss our 
hometown.” 
   The couple has two children, three grandchil-
dren and two great-grandchildren. Their daughter 
lives in Florida. Their son lives in Carol Stream. 
   “We both love nature,” Roy said. “We’re envi-
ronmentalists.” 
   They have traveled a lot in Canada and the 
United States, visiting state and national parks. 
   “It’s a big inspiration for me,” Roy stressed. 
Roy has taken thousands of photographs to use as  
references for his paintings. He uses 3 to15 reference 
photographs for each painting. 
   Carol said, for years “he lived behind the 
(camera’s) viewfinder.” 
   His acrylic paintings are realistic, often featur-
ing some of Carol’s many beautiful plants and flowers. 
Roy paints now about a couple of hours a day. It takes 
him a month or so for each painting. 
   His paintings over the years have ranged from 
$400 to $1,000 apiece, depending on the size and other 
factors. 
   Roy’s now finishing up a triptych – that’s three 
paintings sharing a theme – for his home. One painting 
of that set, titled “Genesis,” was in the Talent Show. 
(See the triptych on Page 9 of this issue). 
   Carol and Roy have about 30 of his paintings in 
their house, in every room. Roy’s studio is in the base-
ment. 
   As a youth Roy did some long-distance  
running – outside, of course. In later years, he ran and 
Carol rode a bicycle. 
   They knew about Rockford and its bike trails. 
“That’s what brought us to here,” Roy pointed out. 
  They found Christ UMC when they were out 
“church shopping.”  “We just liked its openness, so we 

joined,” he said. 
   They enjoy Bible study, so they participate in the 
group meeting Thursday mornings at Our Master’s Center. 
   They attend the 9:30 service at the Alpine Center. 
   Roy visited Rock Valley College, “where I saw 20 or 
so prints by my old teacher … in the library,” he said. “It 
was great.” 
   He has won awards for his paintings. Some of those 
awards are noted on his website. 
   Many of his paintings are in libraries and 10 are in 
the Immanuel Lutheran Church in Palatine. 
   He also did paintings for Palatine, one of which 
hangs in the mayor’s office. 

   Their granddaughter in  
Savannah, GA., is following in grandpa’s 
footsteps. She’s learning graphic arts in 
college. 
   Roy’s hands don’t only do paint-
ings. They build, too. Like a miniature 

house. He built a scale model of Eastlake Victorian House 
from its original blueprints, as a three-year, 3,000 hours pro-
ject. 
   A favorite painting of the couple is “Stafford Book 
Store,” (see below) which reveals “their bookstore” in a 
charming setting. They never got the bookstore, but they 
have an awesome picture. 
 

The Flame 



I came to CUMC with my family when we moved to 
Rockford in 2013 after my mom, Lisa Kruse-Safford, had 
been assigned as the Rockford District Superintendent. 
Pastor Jane had welcomed us to come and visit CUMC 
and it just fit for my family. I was very angry about the 
move, so I didn’t want to go anywhere new. I just want-
ed to go back to our old home in Elgin. Gradually, 
though, through my mother making me go to youth 
group and go through the confirmation process, I made a 
lot of friends and a new family at CUMC. 
 
The youth ministry is a center focus of the church, and 
the congregation surrounds us with love and support as 
we learn and grow. CUMC has always been a safe place 
for me and my friends to land and kind of regroup or 
take a step back and get perspective. With Christ at the 
center, we’re encouraged to explore our faith and test our 
own boundaries of our faith and challenge our current 
ideas and world views. Through this community and 
family, I’ve felt encouragement to have trust in God’s 
plan for my life and go forward knowing that His plans 
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The Flame 

are greater than any plans I 
could have ever imagined for 
myself. 
 
I’ve also found a passion for 
mission work through work-
camps, which are consistently 
my favorite parts of the year. I 
feel more alive and more like 
myself on those trips, focusing 
my energy on something 
greater than myself. I’ve discovered a passion for service 
and showing God’s love to the world, and without 
CUMC, I probably wouldn’t have discovered or solidified 
that passion to know that it is God’s call on my life. After 
a long and hard last year of school, from the help of 
CUMC, I feel hopeful and confident going into the chap-
ter of my life with God at the center, leading me forward 
onto my next journey. 

                        By Miriam Safford 

Triptych painted by Roy Stafford, as mentioned on page 8 of this issue. The triptych includes three 
paintings titled “Genesis,” “Other Nations” and “The Passage.” 
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Getting to Know Hymn 
“O Worship the King” 

Sir Robert Grant (1779-1838) 

Taken with permission from  
The One Year Great Songs  of Faith,  

Tyndale House Publishers, 1995 

 Sir Robert Grant was acquainted with 
kings.  His father was a member of the British 
Parliament and later became chairman of the 
East India Company.  Following in his father’s 
footsteps, young Grant was elected to Parlia-
ment and became a director of the East India 
Company.  In 1834 he was appointed governor 
of Bombay, and in that position he became 
greatly loved.  A medical college in India was 
named in his honor. 
 This hymn by Grant is based on 
Psalm 104, a psalm of praise. 

O worship the King, all glorious 
above, 
O gratefully sing His power and 
His love; 
Our Shield and Defender, the An-
cient of Days, 
Pavilioned in splendor, and girded 
with praise. 
 
O tell of His might, O sing of His 
grace, 
Whose robe is the light, whose 
canopy space; 
His chariots of wrath the deep 
thunderclouds form, 
And dark is His path on the wings 
of the storm. 
 

The earth with its store of wonders 
untold, 
Almighty, Thy power hath founded 
of old. 
Hath stablished it fast by a change-
less decree, 
And round it hath cast, like a  
mantle, the sea. 
 
Thy bountiful care, what tongue can 
recite? 
It breathes in the air, it shines in the 
light; 
It streams from the hills, it descends 
to the plain, 
And sweetly distills in the dew and 
the rain. 

2019 Christ UMC Picture Directory 

It’s about time! Time to update our photo directory! 

The exciting part is that we are using both sites for photography:  

Alpine Center and Our Master’s Center. You can choose the Center where you want your picture to be taken. 

 

Dates and times for photos to be taken:   

Our Master’s: July 9 and July 10: 2:00 p.m. to 8:40 p.m. 

Alpine: July 11—July 13 and July 23—July 27: 

2:00 p.m. to 8:40 p.m. weekdays;  

10:00 a.m.– 4:40 p.m. on Saturdays   

 

Sign up at Alpine Center July 14, and July 21 at the Connection Center.  
Sign up at Our Master’s Center on June 30 and July 7. Easier yet: Call the 
church office to sign up, 815-399-5910. You can also click on the links found 
in your enews. Links will also be available on an opening slide on our website: 
www.christumc.cc.   Everyone who has their picture taken will receive a  

free 8 x 10 photo. 
 

Please make your appointment now! It won’t be complete without YOU! 
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  Summer Sunday School Schedule 

 

 
8:00  a.m. Nursery Child Care is  available  

in the Nursery Room 

  No Sunday School at this worship hour 
  

9:30 a.m. Worship Hour Alpine Center 

· Infants and Toddlers: Nursery Room 

 

· All children begin in the Sanctuary and are dis-

missed after Children's Message (except on 

the first Sunday of the month) 

 

Pre-School(4)-5th Grade—Lower Level Sunday 

School  

Room 1/One Group Sunday School. 

 

Every first Sunday of the month, children will start 

their class downstairs, will come up for commun-

ion and return to their Sunday School class. 

 
9:30 a.m. Worship Hour OMC 

· Infants: Nursery 

· Pre-School-Kindergarten: Nursery 

      1st-6th Grade:  Begin in Sanctuary,  

dismissed downstairs for Sunday School 

following the Children’s Message 

 

 11:00 a.m. Worship Hour Alpine Center 

· Infants and Toddlers: Nursery Room 

· All children begin in the Sanctuary and are  

dismissed after the Children's Message. 

·  Pre-School(4)-5th Grade—Lower Level Sunday 

School Room 1 

Note:  Communion is every Sunday for the  

Children  
 

 

  
  
 

Thank You! 
We want to extend our biggest thanks to  

everyone who has helped us with our  

Vacation Bible School this year.  

We appreciate all your donations and 

your time and talent for the week of  

June 17-21.  



July 1 
Darlene Beck 
Rylie Hansen 
Yates McLaughlin 
Daniel Scheub 
 
July 2 
Joni Arthur 
Betsy Cook 
Brian Gale 
Sharon Watts 
 
July 3 
Len Hamachek 
Orville Schurr 
Rebecca Thomason 
 
July 4 
Brad Auker 
Donald Johnson 
Fran Kneller 
Tom Laughlin 
 
July 5 
Lynne Collins 
Jo Hellmich 
Tyler Kerr 
Terry Poffinbarger 
 
July 6 
Allison Dzik 
Beth Palm 
Samantha Paraggua 
Campbell Schrank 
Keiran Kerr 
Abby Vongsiri 
 
July 7 
McKenna Kurth 
Emeline Cuyler 
David Mouri 
Steve Thurston 
Hannah Conrad 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 8 
Bienvenido Hayag 
Kurt McKelvey 
Sara Myers 
Amanda Kester 
Diane Robinson 
Dan Robinson 
Alex Sarver 
 
July 9 
Ben Gibbons 
Matt McKelvey 
Bob Russell 
Martha Shula 
Jolene Unangst 
 
July 10 
Karissa Steffen 
Ann Witkowski 
 
July 12 
Adelaide Beaman 
Chase Martin 
Denzil Wynter 
 
July 13 
Lynda Moser 
Christopher Pomatto 
Eric Russell 
Charisse Stram 
Jean Vitale 
 
July 14 
Nicky Danielson 
Jessie Walter 
Merv Huckstep 
Brendan Johnson 
Ken Johnson 
Al Lashock 
Jodi Miller 
Kylie Parker 
Barb Peterson 
 
July 15 
Judith Ewers 
John Foster 
David Meehan 
Phil Meehan 
Cole Schrank 
Grant Shumaker 
 
July 16 
Donni Ege 
Tyler Levine 
Rich Jewell 
Sherry Kobischka 
Abby Lineback 
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July 17 
Kathleen Hayes 
 
July 18 
JoAnn Johnson 
Rex Parker 
Ted Plum 
 
July 19 
Susan Baldwin 
Sean Hayes 
 
July 20 
Jennifer Bockhop 
Ken Christiansen 
Donald Johnson 
Lisa Sargent 
Drew Steffen 
Tes Sullivan 
Casey Swindell 
Ian Tasiopoulos 
Pam Wilson 
 
July 21 
Laura Barkley 
Jack Becherer 
Arlene Earleywine 
Pete Gustafson 
Dean Kurth 
Lori Leppert 
Ray Porter 
Graham Powell 
Amy Seiler 
Sunny Williams 
Emmah Meyer 
 
July 22 
Alicia Arthur 
Molly Klazura 
Tim Moore 
Adrienne Zehrung 
Arran Riegler 
 
July 23 
Connor Edwards 
Mary Jo Frey 
Andy Miner 
Jeff Nowicki 
Colin Griesman 
 
July 24 
Kerthan Gallagher 
Lory Cruden 
Alina Hedberg 
Doug Yeager 
 
July 25 
Joe Busenbark 
 

July 26 
Brad Powell 
 
July 27 
Curtis Bliss 
Vanessa Hitchcock 
Adam Riha 
Jackie Mershon 
 
July 28 
Cliff Gillette 
Matt LaMantia 
Anna LaMantia 
Becca LaMantia 
Jordan Steffen 
 
July 29 
Haley Martin 
Patrick Sullivan 
 
July 30 
Alyssa Lundvall 
Joan McQuinn 
 
July 31 
Kari McKelvey 
Loretta Woodard 
 
 
 
 

Birthdays 
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The Church is People 
 

Sympathy to: 
Jane Wesner and family on the death of her 
husband, Gordon Wesner, on April 24 
 
Family and friends of Vi Alexander, who died 
on May 16 
 
Griffin Allen, son of Bruce and Rhonda  
Allen, who died on May 26 
 
Jim Vandiver and family on the death of his 
wife, Pat Vandiver, on May 29 
 
Doris Dion and family on the death of her 
husband, Dean, on June 23 
 
Darla Bradle and family on the death of her 
stepson, Brandon Bradle 
 

Baptism: 
Claramae Constance Elizabeth Schad, on 
June 9 

 
Congratulations to: 
Kellie Carrier, church member and a teacher 
at the Christ UMC Preschool, on earning her 
Associates Degree in Early Childhood  
Education from Rock Valley College 

 

July 2 
Gayle and Nick Scheuer 
 
July 8 
Scott and Beth Crane 
Geneve and Kurt Harris 
 
July 10 
Jim and Judy Chancellor 
Gregg and Pam Herrmann 
Bob and Joyce Reeves 
 
July 11 
Risë’ and Pierce Barker 
 
July 13 
Christy and Jamie Morgan 
 
July 16 
Barry and Carol Beaman 
John and Joan Noonan 
 
July 17 
Heather and Mark Page 
 

July 19 
Donald and Elaine Johnson 
Raymond and JoMarie Paul 
 
July 22 
Kelly and Tom Gale 
 
July 23 
Shawn and Whitney Mayfield 
 
July 26 
Jan and Jeff Nowicki 
 
July 27 
Del and Marg Arthur 
 
July 28 
Megan Smick and Steve Davis 
Chris and Brad Powell 
Lisa and Nick Scribner 
 
July 28 
Jim and Lynn Wood 

Ann Daniels Receives Katherine Green Child Care Award  
from United Voices for Children at Annual Conference 

Pictured Above: (Left to right): 
Joy Hayag, Jane Reuber, Judy Schultz, Diane Wilson, Kay Cull, Pastor Dee,  

Ann Daniels, Mary English, George English 
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In today’s world, what does it mean to be non-complacent? If complacency is the satisfaction with a situation or con-
dition, what does it look like for a Christian to be the opposite of such? It is common to associate the pattern of push-
ing ourselves with the development of habits that are detrimental to our mental health. However, when looked at in 
a different way, being non-complacent with where one is—spiritually, physically, mentally, or relationally—and 
working to fix it is not only how we achieve our goals but how we give glory to God. We are dynamic beings, but 
too often we embody the contrary. When applied properly and without self-deprecation, pushing ourselves to be our 
best is not only a positive way of life, but it is necessary if we hope to make a difference in the way Jesus encourages 
us.  
 
The concept of non-complacent living could arguably have been encouraged within the founding principles of Chris-
tianity. Jesus routinely preached to his listeners about loving everyone, giving back, caring for the poor, and other 
moral and humanitarian practices. These lifestyles are challenges for everyone, and they require a certain sense of 
being non-complacent with current societal realities. Jesus seemed to consider the proper treatment of others to be of 
the utmost importance; if this isn’t a call for us to be the best versions of our human selves in order to effectively help 
others, then I don’t know what is. 
 
Further, in his letter sent from prison, Paul encourages the Philippians to be non-complacent:  
 

“Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of 
that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken 
hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on to-
ward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. All of us, then, who 
are mature should take such a view of things. And if on some point you think differently, that too God will 
make clear to you.” Phil. 3:12-15 (NIV) 

 
In this passage Paul assures the Philippians that because of Jesus, he can be content throughout all suffering, and he 
challenges the Philippians to follow his example and “press onward” toward the goal—that of eternity with Jesus 
Christ—the goal “of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me.” Paul seems to recognize in this passage that he 
needs to strive toward what is ahead with all of his being, because the heavenbound promise given to him (and to us) 
is worth his every effort for excellence—not for his sake, but for Jesus’. Additionally, he seems to understand that if 
the Gospel is to reach as many people as possible, he needs to assume the role Jesus has laid before him and strive to 
do his very best at it. The Philippians needed this encouragement, and so do we.  
 
Being non-complacent can sometimes come across as being restless or indecisive, but it is this dissatisfaction that 
allows us to see past the pattern of staticity and reach instead for the heavenly goals placed in our hearts—those not 
only of personal or societal gratification, but of eternal glory with Jesus Christ. If we as Christians can challenge  
ourselves to live this way, there will be positive changes in the way Jesus’ love is shared to those around us. So, in 
today’s world, what does it mean to be non-complacent? To pursue our heavenly goals while bringing glory to God.  
 

 

Katie’s Column 

By Katie Childs 

●●●● 
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 Getting to Know You:   Roy Stafford 
By Don Black 

Check out our website: 

www.christumc.cc 

(  continued on page 8) 

   When you shake Roy Stafford’s hand at our 
church, you’ll get a strong response from big hands. Roy 
definitely loves God’s nature too, which is featured in 
paintings created by those hands. 
   He’s been drawing and painting most of his life, 
while also working as a letter-carrier for the post office 
and for libraries when he retired. 
   “My paintings reflect my love for God's crea-
tion,” Roy states on his website at  
paintingsbystafford.weebly.com. “Nature has always 
been close to my heart. I am a fine arts graduate and I 
have been painting and drawing for 50-plus years,” he 
continues. 
   Christ United Methodist Church got a taste of 
his artwork during the youth Talent Show last spring, 
when he showed two pieces. Another look came during 
the Maundy Thursday service when a painting of his was 
part of the meditation station. 
   After living in Palatine, IL., most of their lives, 
Roy and Carol moved last year to Rockford. 
   Roy’s father was in newspapers as a press fore-
man for many years. 
   “I was always drawing as a kid,” Roy said,  

especially 
in high 
school. His 
parents 
supported 
his interest 
with trips 
to the art 
institute. 
   Roy and Carol met as sophomores in high school. 
It wasn’t until after his father died and her mother died, 
within months of each other, that they became close. 
   “We really leaned on each other,” he said. They 
dated a year after graduation then married. They’ve been 
married for 61 years. 
   Their wedding anniversary last year was special, 
they said, because they sold and bought a house that 
same day. “I think God was all behind the move,” he said. 
   Roy was a Methodist and Carol was a Lutheran. 
Both were active in their churches before moving here. 
She sang in the choir and he did artwork for the church’s 
posters, brochures, programs, etc. 


