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‘God is speaking through me’
Pastor Dan brings love of people to Christ United Methodist Church
By Mark McGowan
Daniel Lee knew as a boy that he wanted to become a
minister when he grew up – just not for the typical
reasons.
One involved his wallet. The other involved his stomach.
“I had heard that pastors can be taxexempt. My mind was very money-focused
growing up,” says Lee, who indeed enrolled at the University of Illinois at
Chicago as a business major. “I also had
friends who were pastors’ kids, and they
always told me about the great food people
brought them.”

By the time he graduated from UIC in 2006, Lee had
become the group’s Bible study coordinator. He also had
changed his major to psychology. He realized early on
that didn’t like business, toyed with the notion of becoming a German teacher and finally settled on a career
in social work: “I always loved helping
people.”
Unfortunately, he adds, that final decision came just as UIC shuttered its undergraduate program in social work.
Psychology offered him something similar, he says, and “that’s when I felt called
to the ministry.”

A staff member at UIC’s InterVarsity
Christian Fellowship chapter eventually rekindled Lee’s
thoughts of a career in the ministry, this time for the right
reasons.

Lee continued his studies at Garrett
Evangelical Theological Seminary two years later, completing his Master of Divinity degree in 2012. He has
served United Methodist congregations
Welcome
in Cary, Hyde Park and Mundelein.

Ever “the background person; never a
leader,” Lee originally resisted the encouragement to guide a Bible study. “I
said, ‘That’s impossible. I don’t know
much about the Bible,’ ” he says.

Pastor Dan Lee

People, naturally, remain his focus.
Pastor Dan’s first day in
worship will be Sunday, July 1 “People are the ministry,” he says. “A lot
of times, we get lost in the programs of
Welcome Event
the church, and if things don’t go right,
Sunday, July 1, at 4:00 p.m. that’s OK. It’s about when people realize
The staffer persisted, however, asking
Alpine Center Sanctuary
Lee to read aloud a Bible passage. When
the gifts that God has given them, and
Brief question and answer
Lee finished, he quickly pointed out all
they step out in faith. I love to be a part
session followed by a
the things he did not understand, and the
of that.”
cake and punch reception
staff member smiled.
in Fellowship Hall.
Thanks to the mentoring of the Rev.
“He told me, ‘It’s not the answers we
Tim Casey, pastor at Channahon United
need you to know. It’s the questions,’ ” Lee says. “I was
Methodist Church, Lee also is reminded “to really be
just blown away by that.”
(Continued on Page 5)
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A Word from the Senior Pastor

Journey with Jane

“Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he
had been made known to them in the breaking of the
bread” (Luke 24:35, NRSV, after the Walk to Emmaus).

Why I Love Car Hop
I’m writing this article on Sunday night, June 24, floating
in a cloud of joy upon my return from 2018 Car Hop.
The event exemplified the many factors that make it such
a pleasure to serve with you at Christ UMC.
First, our youth are terrific
Perhaps I am biased, but I prefer to think of myself as
being quite objective. The students who will be participating in WorkCamp 2018 were hard at work throughout
the event. We saw them everywhere—serving at the tables, making root beer floats and ice cream sundaes, handling other food items, helping Dagmar Potter with the
cash box. It was fun to watch the longer-time students
showing the newer students how to handle things. Our
students are diligent, funny, and openhearted. It was
such a pleasure to watch them work together to raise
funds for their trip—and clearly have so much fun doing
so.
Second, our adult leaders are terrific
Behind the youth were committed adults who are truly
there for the students. Jenny Thomas, our Director of
Youth Development, does a marvelous job of training the
youth. She takes the time to teach the students skills, so
that the students could be in charge of many aspects of
the day. Jenny knows what she’s doing: the students
learn new skills while handling this fundraiser, they get
to know one another better, and they start their process
of serving with this event. Youth who are new to WorkCamp will be a little more comfortable in July, because
they worked together with others at Car Hop. Car Hop is
a fundraiser for WorkCamp—students earn funds toward
the fees they must pay to participate—but it’s also great
preparation for the service they will do in Jackson, MI.
Third, our congregation was at its best
Christ UMC members and friends were out in full force.
There were the older adults who have been supporting

Car Hop since its inception 24 years ago. There were the
parents and grandparents of students going on the trip,
there to support their youth. There were new members
of the congregation, eager for the chance to get to know
others by attending this event. There were families who
aren’t affiliated with the church formally, but whose kids
will be going on Work Camp. Everyone joined together
to support the youth, share a meal, and enjoy being together. It was absolutely wonderful.
When we gather in Jesus’ name, there Jesus is in our
midst. I saw the face of Christ at Car Hop in the children
running eagerly to play in the bouncy house…in the
pride of a student newly learning to act as server…in the
adult counselors who were reconnecting with students
they met in previous years…in the fellowship around the
tables as people got to know one another…in the purpose
behind all of it—to serve in the name of Christ. During
the week of July 7 – 14, our students and adult leaders
will travel to and serve in Jackson, MI. They will provide home repair and work for some social service agencies. Through their hard work and kindness, others will
see the face of Jesus. This ministry lives on through the
grace of God, the hard work of students and adults, and
the generous support of the congregation’s members and
friends. Thanks be to God!
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Meet Our Summer Intern
Hi, my name is Emily Palm and I will be the church’s summer intern. I am a
double major in biology and psychology with a minor in chemistry at Wisconsin Lutheran in Milwaukee with the ultimate goal of neuroscience research.
You may be wondering why a science major is doing a youth ministry internship. I was born, baptized, raised and confirmed at Christ UMC, Alpine. My
parents, Beth and Erik Palm, and grandparents, Barbara and Harold Palm, have
been long-time members.
I have been to five Sr. High workcamps and served in eight junior high workcamps as I moved from camper to leader. I
have worked in the nursery throughout high school and continue to when I come home on breaks from college. I love
singing in the church. It gave me a platform to become more consistent and confident in my singing with the help of
Jody Warren.
This summer I will be helping to get ready for Sr. High workcamp to Jackson, Michigan, and assisting in leadership of
the camp. I will help lead Jr. High workcamp in August. I have tried other missions and they don’t feel as fulfilling.
You can see how directly you are impacting people’s lives for the better in this ministry. I look forward to being a part
of Christ UMC’s legacy.

Welcome to Christ United Methodist Church!
Alpine Center
(MAILING ADDRESS FOR
BOTH CENTERS):
4509 Highcrest Road
Rockford, Il 61107
Phone: 815-399-5910
Office Hours: Monday—Friday
8:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.
Sunday Worship Services
Blended Worship Services:
8:00 and 9:30 a.m.
Celebration Service:
11:00 a.m.

Our Master’s Center
5973 Darlene Drive
Rockford, Il 61109
Phone: (815)399-5910
Sunday Worship Service
9:30 a.m. Child care is available
Rev. Jane Eesley, Senior Pastor
jeesley@christumc.cc
Rev. Deanna Mede, Associate Pastor
dmede@christumc.cc
Rev. Dan Lee, Associate Pastor
dlee@christumc.cc

Christ UMC Facebook Pages
Christ United Methodist Church page
https://www.facebook.com/cumcrockford
Christ UMC Children’s and Family Ministries page
https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry
Christ UMC Student Ministries page

The Flame is a monthly publication of
Christ United Methodist Church,
available by mail or online at
www.christumc.cc.
Editor—Linda Kuntz
Features Writers—Don Black,
Mark McGowan, Beth A. Palm
Contributing Photographer—
Joe Whinnery
Director of Worship Arts—
Jody Warren

Check out our website at:
www.christumc.cc
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Job Postings; Seasons of My Soul; Church News
UMW Greeting Cards
Cards by the UMW will be available for sale in Fellowship Hall, Alpine Center on July 8 and July 22.
Stop by and see our selection. People who are willing
to sell cards once a year are needed. One of us will
assist with showing you the ropes.

Job Opening: Facilities Manager
The Facilities Manager is responsible for maintenance
(inside and outside) of all church property and equipment.
A full job description is posted on our website:
www.christumc.cc. Click on Jobs on the left side of your
screen. If interested, please send a resume to
Cliff Gillette at cgillette@christumc.cc or call him with
questions at the church office, 815-399-5910.

Nursery Care Workers Needed!
Nursery care workers are responsible for attending to
young children during Sunday worship services, various
church meetings and events. This is a paid position.
Schedules are very flexible! Interested candidates
must be 18 years or older and willing to undergo a background check/substance abuse check. Nursery care workers are needed at both our Alpine Center and Our Master's
worship centers. If interested in becoming a nursery care
worker, please email our Director of Children's and Family
Ministries, Joy Hayag, at jhayag@christumc.cc.

Save the date for TLC!
Saturday, October 6, 2018
This year’s annual Tender Loving Craft Fair will be held
Saturday, October 6, to coincide with Edgebrook’s
Cinnamon and Cider.

We are currently looking for the following:

Individuals (male or female) or groups who make
quality homemade goods to start making them to donate
to the UMW TLC craft booth. Consider discussing this
with your circles, men’s groups, and friends.

Exhibitors—we had rave reviews last year with the
changed date.
All money made goes to missions. For general questions,
please contact Diane Wilson at 815-282-6931. For
exhibitors, please contact Diane Kirkland at 815-621-3118.

Seasons of My Soul:
Conversations in the
Second Half of Life
Mondays, Through July 30
Alpine Dining Room, 10:00-11:30 a.m.
This summer, Christ United Methodist Church is
offering a program geared to older adults. The name
of the program is Seasons of My Soul: Conversations in
the Second Half of Life. Rev. Gordon Johnson is the
facilitator. Each session will last an hour to an hour
and a half. Each session is built around a Scripture
passage relevant to the topic being explored.
The program topics are: Identity, Memories, Transition Times, Wisdom, Roles and Relationships, Forgiveness and Reconciliation, Death and Dying, and
Celebration of Life. Each topic is independent of
other topics so if you miss one week you will not
be lost or behind!
While this program is primarily for older adults
(folks fifty and older), anyone interested in these
topics is invited to join us. There is no cost to attend. You can bring your Bible if you wish. There
will be handouts of the Scripture if you prefer not to
bring your own Bible. No need to sign up, just
come and join us when you can.

Continuation of Page 1 story; Finance Audit
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(God is Speaking Through Me, continued from front cover)
aware of the needs of others” and to “remember people
who are not at church.”
Working with youth can fall under that category.
Restructuring of CUMC’s organizational chart is shifting SALT and 412 – youth programs led by Jenny
Thomas, who is departing to begin her preparations for
law school – to Lee. He is jumping right in, accompanying Thomas and the high school work campers to Jackson, Michigan.
Youth should expect “forward-thinking and innovation”
from Lee, who promises to “take risks” and “to be creative in ministry.”
As he does with adults, he hopes to help teens find and
develop their God-given gifts.
“The teenage years are a time when kids are trying to
figure out, ‘What am I good at?’ I know that I didn’t
know what I was good at,” Lee says. “That’s what I love
about working with youth. They try new things – experience new things – and translate those into their family
life and high school life.”
Lee’s teenage years were spent in suburban Niles, Ill.,
where his family settled after a time in Forest Park. He
was born in South Korea, living there for eight years until he and his family immigrated to the United States in
1990. They spent their first two years here in California,
where Lee learned English.
His father, Ho Young Lee, and mother, Young Ja Lee,
went on to own a Lake County dry cleaning business for
a quarter-century, retiring two years ago.

They are active leaders in their home church, Vision
UMC in Mundelein, where Ho Young, inspired by his
son as well as his daughter, the Rev. Esther Lee, a United Methodist pastor in Geneva, Ill., has become more
vocal about his faith and has even tried his hand at
preaching.
It was Young Ja who took her family to church, something she grew up with in South Korea.
For Lee, the Sunday morning ritual helped to pave his
way to the altar. He remembers fondly his pastor taking
time – even on the busiest day of the week, with the
service soon to start – to ask how things were going, to
listen and to offer heavenly encouragement.
“I pray that it would be like that for other people, to
know that God is for them,” Lee says. “That’s part of the
reason I’m a minister.”
Married since 2015 to Stacey, a nurse practitioner with
the Joint Commission, which accredits health care organizations, Lee enjoys basketball, cooking, movies and art,
especially drawing and painting with watercolors.

Stacey and Pastor Dan are loving parents to fur baby
Toshi, a cockapoo.
What Lee doesn’t love is – well, he’s working on that.
“I have a fear of public speaking! Most people, when I tell
them that, they say, ‘Oh, man, you’re in the wrong profession!’ ” he says. “But whenever I do preach – every
time I preach – I think that God is speaking through
me.”

Finance Audit—Help Wanted!
As always, in our effort to remain financially accountable to the congregation of Christ
United Methodist Church, periodically a financial audit of the books is conducted. We
are currently looking for CUMC members who are willing to volunteer their expertise in
conducting an audit. No formal accounting background is required. If this is an area of
ministry you would be willing to help with, please contact Robin Roegner at
815-399-5910.
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Fellowship News

Scrapbooking Group
Scrapbooking/Stamping is scheduled Saturday,
July 21, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the Alpine Dining
Room. Stay for all day or just a half day - whatever fits
your schedule. Not everyone in our group scrapbooks. Some are stamping or working on other projects,
so join us for a fun day of crafting! If children will
be joining us, it's requested they be at least middle
school age.
Alpine Kiwanis Brat Days will be at Edgebrook on 7/21
so plan on walking across the street for a brat lunch unless you want to bring your own. Advance tickets are $6
and are sold around town, or $7 the day of the event.
Please note: scrapbooking for August is cancelled.
Any questions, call Mary Hicks at 815-742-1136

WOWS
Widows Or Widowers and Singles
Open to all single women
age 65 and over
In July:
On Wednesday, July 18, the WOWS will have lunch at
Stockholm Inn. We will meet there at noon. To make a
reservation or if you have questions, please call Sandi at
815-963-7634.
In August:
The WOWS will be having lunch at Spring Garden
Restaurant, 4820 N. Second St., Loves Park, at noon on
August 15. Please bring a craft supply for the children at
Walter Lawson Home. Contact Bonnie Holmgaard at
815-633-5401.

Movie Night on July 27
"Where Hope Grows"
As people of hope, we can take a look at where hope
comes from in the July movie. In the beginning of Where
Hope Grows (2015), Calvin Campbell (Kristoffer Polaha)
spends much more time at the bar and with the bottle
than he does with his teenage daughter. "Produce," a
young man with Down syndrome who works in a grocery store, becomes his friend, encourager, and truth
teller. David DeSanctis plays Produce, and McKaley Miller is the daughter. The movie is 98 min. and rated PG
for thematic issues involving drinking and teen sexuality
and for bad language and an accident scene.
Come to movie night on Fri., July 27, at 6:15 p.m., in
the Alpine Center Sacred Grounds Coffee House, door
#5. Enjoy free munchies and conversation before the
movie starts at 6:30. There will be an intermission. A
discussion follows the film, and we end by 9:30. If you
have questions, call George and Mary English,
815 397-4883.

CUMC Senior Fellowship Group
Friday, July 20, at noon,
Alpine Center Dining Room
Come and join this group for seniors for a wonderful homemade lunch and fellowship with your friends.
After lunch, we’ll have a preview of the program for Senior Follies this year. This is an annual tradition for us
and always a lot of fun.
Please call the church office at 815-399-5910 to
make your reservation by Monday, July 16.

Coins; School Supply Drive; Breakthrough Prayer
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Coins for Rainbow Covenant giving in July
.
Our coins for Rainbow Covenant mission giving each Sunday in July will go to Rockford Work Camps.




A project of Rockford Urban Ministries in Rockford.
Church, school, and community groups from across the nation take a week of their summer to make a positive
difference in our community.
 RWC projects include demolishing and renovating housing for low-income families.
 Also provide services to neighborhood soup kitchens, food banks and pantries, homeless shelters and youth outreach programs.
 Groups stay in area United Methodist churches. Christ UMC is providing housing for several groups this
summer.
 Your support purchases materials so that repairs can be made.

Christ UMC
Outreach School Supply Drive
It’s time to fill those backpacks! Here’s how it works:


Pick up a supply list in Fellowship Hall .They will be available on
Sundays, July 15 and 22.

Shop! Shop! Shop!


Deliver filled backpack to church (either Center) by July 29.



Monetary donations are always welcome.

The backpacks are given to Kids Club participants and the Transition Department at Rockford Public Schools.
Questions? Call Mary Gummow at 815-494-8679.

Daily Breakthrough Prayer
God
Opens
Doors

Ask, and it will be given to you;
Search, and you will find;
Knock, and the door will be opened for you.
Matthew 7:7

Please stop and pray this prayer daily at

7:07 a.m. and/or 7:07 p.m.
God of hopes and dreams and visions
for the future, we ask you to send the
Holy Spirit to break through into
our lives and into your church.
Help us sense where your Spirit is leading.
Give us faith and courage to
step through the doors that you open.

Amen.
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(Marion Kern. continued from back page)

Finally, she got her bachelor’s in nursing,
years before the degree was a requirement in most
hospitals, as it is today. “I just always wanted to be a
nurse, since I was 7 years old,” she said.
Marion explained that nurses did everything
back then, while today hospitals have specialists who
draw blood, set up inhalation, etc.
Ken, who was going to school in Chicago
about this time, was singing one Sunday in the church
choir. He asked the singer next to him who that pretty
girl was, pointing out Marion.
The guy replied, “That’s my sister. I’ll introduce you to her.”
They now have six children – four boys and two girls. One
lives in New Zealand, three in
Elgin, Crystal Lake and Sycamore,
and two in Rockford. They also
have three grandchildren and three
great-grandchildren.
For a while she was a freelance home service
nurse, and did some hospice care, out of Hampshire.
In 1955, she went back to nursing for 12 years. She
last was a nurse about 20 years ago.
However, back in the early ‘70s, Illinois mandated the formation of ambulances with well-trained
personnel, she noted, eliminating the funeral home’s
old “load and go” practice.
Hampshire requested that people interested
form a planning committee. “We signed on,” Marion
said. They started with a donated hearse, scrubbed it
down, stocked it with dressings, went to First Aid
classes, then EMT and Paramedic level. “Today it’s a
fully equipped, paramedic department,” she noted.
This experience prompted Marion and Ken
Walker to talk about safety one day at church. She felt
that not much had been done since the emergency
manuals were created and distributed.
“I didn’t feel like we had a plan of how to
address an emergency, like a tornado,” she said.
She said the church conference will be distributing a module online soon. “We will then have a
viewing with select people involved, such as ushers
and clergy,” she noted.
Big bins of trauma supplies have been set up,
she said, including large dressings, etc.
Also new weather alert radios have been
placed in for the Preschool, the Trinity building,
Sunday School area, and Fellowship Hall.

“We (she and her husband) like to feel like we’re
doing something,” Marion said.
And that kind of thinking prompted the TLC
sales. “I think we ought to have a used clothing sale,” she
told friends years ago.
The UMW agreed with her, so TLC has become
a big money-maker for them and the church.
Coordinating funeral luncheons with Joyce Lantz
consumes a lot of her time. The luncheons are a ministry
of the UMW, “but now we are fortunate to have several
men who are helping,” she said.
The church has served luncheons to 30 to 150
people following funerals, except the one for the late
Pastor Patty Anderson. It fed 300.
Joyce is the contact to Gray’s
Foods where the food is purchased.
They have a long list of women who
will bring salads and desserts. “With
everybody pitching in, it’s not a burden,” she said. “Planning makes a
difference.”
About four or five people work in the kitchen.
Otherwise there’s a core group always there, for about
20-25 funerals a year.
Many funerals are on Saturdays. “It (Saturday)
seems to work best for out-of-town people,” Marion
noted.
The biggest problem at funerals is adjusting the
seating, she said. Natalie sets up tables and chairs,
according to a number given by the family. Then they
count the number of people during the service and bring
in more chairs, if necessary.
The group also realizes that it’s “giving them
comfort too,” as well as food. “It’s a mission, not a fundraiser,” Marion pointed out.
She also schedules the Flame Throwers, a group
of about 10 who monthly collates, folds, seals and mails
about 600 of the church newsletters. “They used to do it
two times a month,” she said pointed out. “And, we need
more “throwers”.
Marion also helps with the sale of recycled cards.
And she and Ken have help serve coffee on Sundays. And
she helped cook at work camps.
“There’s always something to be done,” she said.
So, this fall they’re planning to work at the Food Pantry.

The Flame
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Gretchen Beaman
Gretchen heard
about Christ UMC from
her brother’s former
high school girlfriend
who was involved in our
youth program. Gretchen, as a single parent,
wanted a church with a strong youth program. She
also researched the church website and came in October of 2008. The greeters and others warmly welcomed Gretchen and 4 year-old Alannah her first Sunday. Former Children’s and Youth director, Laura
Widstrom, gave a children’s message that involved
mixing up brownies in bowls to demonstrate God’s
teaching. Gretchen realized this hands-on approach
to learning was what she was looking for.
That next week Gretchen found a DCFS card
in her door the night Gayle George was supposed to
visit her. Gretchen called Gayle to cancel the visit. It
turned out Alannah’s biological father was falsely trying to prove Gretchen was an unfit parent. Gretchen
called the church the next day and Gayle came over.
They contacted Pastor Dick Wisdom. He introduced
Gretchen to a counselor for Alannah. Gretchen and
Alannah came to the Wednesday night dinner where
they met Diane Wilson and Beth Palm with their
girls, Elena Wilson and Emily Palm. They ate dinner
together and Gretchen said she knew from all the
events that week that they were where they were supposed to be. She took the very next membership class
and found her church family home.
The announcement of that class of members
came out in the February Newsletter. She and Alannah went to the Dinner Theater where she saw Alan
Beaman for the first time. She saw the Beaman family
on stage for a Family Feud game. Alan, just happened
to read the February issue and saw we gained new
members. He friended Gretchen on Facebook, their
conversations began, and a relationship formed.
Gretchen is grateful for the church and the
friends along the way that supported her and made
her feel safe as she developed the growth of a new relationship with Alan in her life. One of her church
friends counseled her, giving her Bible verses and devotions to help guide her. In December of 2010,

Gretchen married Alan at Christ UMC and with Alannah,
became a family of three, adding the blessing of Addie in
July of 2012.
Gretchen lives out her faith by using her creative
gifts with children. Both at church and her children’s
schools, Gretchen wants to be involved in children’s lives.
Gretchen prepares and runs the craft projects for Vacation
Bible School. She explained that it is especially inspiring to
watch the young kids approach the craft time. She said,
“The youngest see the world through different eyes. It is
their nature to be positive and to see joy.” She enjoys being
a part of the children’s enthusiasm and excitement to learn.
Gretchen also gives of her heart and her time to
her daughters’ schools. She said when she was a single
mom there wasn’t an opportunity for her to be involved.
When she married Alan she was determined to do all she
could to volunteer in events at school.
When asked about experiences that have impacted
her faith Gretchen, shared about her sister Heidi getting
sick with cancer the first time when Gretchen was in high
school. Gretchen didn’t grow up attending church. When
Heidi got sick, Gretchen said, “I walked away from God,
and I never stopped arguing with God.” Yet, I claimed to
not believe in a God I still argued with.”
“Time passed, Heidi got better. My faith was still
there. God had never left me.”
Gretchen said, “Heidi’s cancer returned. I felt the
same questions and doubt rise when she first got sick, so I
called my trusted church friend. I told her, I didn’t want to
walk away this time. This time we knew Heidi was not
likely to survive. If I almost walked away when she was
sick before, what was I going to do now? I started getting
cards with scripture in them from my friend. The days I
received them they said exactly what I needed to hear. I
never strayed.”
Gretchen shared that husband Alan has also impacted her faith. “He is such a man of faith. He is my rock.”
I can get overwhelmed and beyond upset. He keeps me
grounded. I wasn’t raised to pray and turn to God. I want
to fix it and not give it to God.” Gretchen cherishes the
way Alan prays with Addie out loud every night. Sharing
the faith was instilled in him at a young age. She said,
“They have a long list of prayers. My child is being raised
the way I wasn’t. He encourages me every day.”

The Flame
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Getting to Know Hymn; Volunteers to help Refugees

Getting to Know Hymn

“Be Thou My Vision”
Irish Hymn, Eighth Century

Between A.D. 500 and 700, the Irish
church was synonymous with missionary
fervor. One historian commented that missionary effort was “the one all-absorbing national thought and passion.” Irish missionaries
labored from Scotland to Switzerland. One of
those missionaries was Columba of County
Donegal. His biographer says, “Certain
spiritual songs, which had never been heard
Be Thou my wisdom, and Thou my
before, he was heard to sing.” He was known as
High King of heaven, my victory
true Word;
one of the poets of the Irish church.
won,
I ever with Thee and Thou with me,
“Be Thou My Vision” is anonymous, but
May
I
reach
heaven’s
joys,
O
bright
Lord;
it
comes
from the seventh or eighth
heaven’s
Sun!
Thou my great Father and I Thy
century,
shortly
after the time of Columba of
Heart
of
my
own
heart,
whatever
true son,
Donegal. It is filled with various titles for
Thou in me dwelling, and I with
befall,
God. The word vision is used to indicate not
Thee one.
Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all.
only what we focus on but also what we strive
for. As we strive for a goal, we gain a longTaken with permission from
range perspective that helps us see today’s
The One Year Great Songs of Faith,
disappointments as trivial when compared to
Tyndale House Publishers, 1995
the heavenly vision.
Be Thou my Vision, O Lord of my
heart;
Nought be all else to me, save that
Thou art Thou my best thought by day or by
night,
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence
my light.

Riches I need not, nor man’s empty
praise.
Thou mine inheritance, now and
always;
Thou and Thou only, first in my
heart,
High King of heaven, my treasure
Thou art.

How to welcome Rockford Refugees
If your heart is touched by the stories and pictures of the refugees around the world and you have some time to spare,
here are some ways to help. Even though the U.S. is admitting many fewer refugees than ever before, some are still arriving. Most are from Democratic Republic of the Congo and Myanmar. You don't know Swahili or Karen? A big smile
and a warm hello are all it takes!
In Rockford, Catholic Charities is the agency that settles recently-arrived refugees in their new community. Refugees
fled their homes because of threats to their lives or fear of persecution because of race, religion, nationality, political
opinion, or membership in a social group. They are thoroughly vetted by the U.N. and several U.S. agencies. Arriving
in Rockford, the refugees look forward to restarting their lives. Here are several ways volunteers can help:

1. Join the transportation pool and take the new families and individuals to medical appointments. This would be on
an occasional basis.
2. Take families to school to help register children.
3. If you like fabric arts (sewing, crocheting, etc.), become a mentor to The Peace Group on Friday mornings at Catholic Charities’ offices at 6116 Mulford Village Drive, Rockford, IL (NE corner of Alpine & Mulford behind Chase
Bank). The women in this group are learning new skills and earning money for their families. Their bags and other items are sold at JustGoods and local bazaars (including TLC last fall).
4. Assist clients to obtain State IDs at the DMV and open up bank accounts. Babysit/tutor children during adult ESL
classes, write resumes, and provide employment connections.
Catholic Charities is required to have all volunteers complete a background check and Protecting God’s Children
training. If you have questions or want to volunteer, contact Emily Schwartz at 710.210.4009.
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SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE
8:00 a.m. Nursery Child Care is available
in the Nursery Room
No Sunday School at this worship hour

Thank
You!
We want to extend our biggest thanks to
everyone who has helped us with our
Vacation Bible School this year.
For all your donations and time and talent
for the whole week of June 11-15
here at Christ UMC, words are not enough.
With all our gratitude.
Blessings to all!

9:30 a.m. Worship Hour Alpine Center
· Infants and Toddlers: Nursery Room
· All children begin in the Sanctuary and are dismissed after Children's Message · Pre-School
(4)-5th Grade—Lower Level Sunday School
Room 1/One Group Sunday School.
Every first Sunday of the month* Children will
start their class downstairs and will come up for
communion and return to their SS class.
9:30 a.m. Worship Hour OMC
·Infants: Nursery
· Pre-School-Kindergarten: Nursery
1st-6th Grade: Begin in Sanctuary,
dismissed downstairs for Sunday School
following the Children’s Message
11:00 a.m. Worship Hour Alpine Center
· Infants and Toddlers: Nursery Room
· All children begin in the Sanctuary and are
dismissed after Children's Message.
· Pre-School(4)-5th Grade—Lower Level Sunday
School Room 1
Note: Communion is every Sunday
for the children

https://www.facebook.com/
Christumcchildrensministry
Visit our webpage at:
http://www.christumc.cc/ministries/
children

Birthdays
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July 1
Darlene Beck
Rylie Hansen
Yates McLaughlin
Daniel Scheub
July 2
Joni Arthur
Betsy Cook
Brian Gale
Kevin Salser
Sharon Watts
July 3
Len Hamachek
Orville Schurr
Rebecca Thomason
July 4
Brad Auker
Donald Johnson
Fran Kneller
Tom Laughlin
July 5
Lynne Collins
Jo Hellmich
Tyler Kerr
Terry Poffinbarger
July 6
Allison Dzik
Jim Mathers
Beth Palm
Samantha Paraggua
Campbell Schrank
Keiran Kerr
Abby Vongsiri
July 7
McKenna Kurth
Emeline Cuyler
David Mouri
Steve Thurston
Hannah Conrad

July 8
Braden Hacker
Bienvenido Hayag
Kurt McKelvey
Sara Myers
Amanda Kester
Diane Robinson
Dan Robinson
Alex Sarver
Matthew Burrow

July 16
Donni Ege
Rich Jewell
Sherry Kobischka
Tyler Levine
Abby Lineback

July 9
Ben Gibbons
Matt McKelvey
Bob Russell
Martha Shula
Jolene Unangst

July 18
Steve Bruesewitz
JoAnn Johnson
Rex Parker
Wayne Peters
Ted Plum

July 10
Karissa Lynn Steffen
Ann Witkowski

July 19
Susan Baldwin
Sean Hayes
Evelyn LaRue
Ann Mathers

July 11
Lindsay Peters
July 12
Adelaide Beaman
Mildred Hitzeman
Chase Martin
Denzil Wynter
July 13
Mandy Alms
Billi Mahurin
Lynda Moser
Chris Peters
Christopher Pomatto
Eric Russell
Charisse Stram
Jean Vitale
July 14
Nicky Danielson
Jessie Walter
Mary Hajek
Merv Huckstep
Brendan Johnson
Ken Johnson
Al Lashock
Jodi Miller
Kylie Parker
Barb Peterson
Lisa Truitt
July 15
Judith Ewers
John Foster
David Meehan
Phil Meehan
Cole Schrank
Grant Shumaker

July 17
Kathleen Hayes
Anthony Moczynski

July 20
Jennifer Bockhop
Ken Christiansen
Donald Johnson
Dennis Priewe
Lisa Sargent
Drew Steffen
Tes Sullivan
Casey Swindell
Ian Tasiopoulos
Pam Wilson
July 21
Laura Barkley
Jack Becherer
Arlene Earleywine
Pete Gustafson
Dean Kurth
Charlie Last
Lori Leppert
Collin McKinney
Ray Porter
Graham Powell
Amy Seiler
Sunny Williams
Emmah Meyer
July 22
Alicia Arthur
Molly Klazura
Tim Moore
Adrienne Zehrung

July 23
Connor Edwards
Chris Estes
Mary Jo Frey
Andy Miner
Jeff Nowicki
Colin Griesman
July 24
Griffin Allen
Kerthan Gallagher
Lory Cruden
Alina Hedberg
Gene Nelson
Doug Yeager
July 25
Joe Busenbark
Erika Coffer
Jane Picken
July 26
Brad Powell
July 27
Curtis Bliss
Mackenzie Erickson
Adam Riha
Jackie Mershon
July 28
Cliff Gillette
Jordan Steffen
July 29
Haley Martin
Patrick Sullivan
July 30
Steve Cooper
Alyssa Lundvall
Joan McQuinn
July 31
Carol Clark
Kari McKelvey
Jacob Reisetter
Loretta Woodard

Anniversaries
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The Church is People
July 2
Gayle and Nick Scheuer
July 5
Brian and Barbara Wicklund
July 8
Scott and Beth Crane
Geneve and Kurt Harris
Michael and Marissa
Muldowney
July 10
Jim and Judy Chancellor
Gregg and Pam Herrmann
Bob and Joyce Reeves

July 19
Elaine and Donald Johnson
Raymond and JoMarie Paul
Jim and Anne Wilson
Stephanie and Brad Eller
July 22
Tom and Kelly Gale

July 23
Shawn and Whitney
Mayfield
July 26
Jan and Jeff Nowicki
July 27
Del and Marg Arthur
Terry and Michael Groncki

July 11
Risë and Pierce Barker
Barb and Harold Palm
July 13
Christy and Jamie Morgan

July 28
Chris and Brad Powell
Lisa and Nick Scribner
Jim and Lynn Wood

July 16
Carol and Barry Beaman
John and Joan Noonan
Ed and Phyllis Smerke

July 29
Chad and Heather Atkinson

July 17
Heather and Mark Page

Sympathy to:
Jamie Thayer and family on the death of her
husband, Donald, on June 1
Dana Williams, Dean Williams and
Donna Martinez on the death of their mother,
Elsa Williams

Jane Reuber on the death of her aunt
Bill Miner and family on the death of his aunt
Tom and Judy Cox on the death of Judy’s mother

New Members:
Tom Mott, Don and Leslie Lane and
Susan Turvold joined the church on Sunday,
June 10. (See pictures on the insert page in this
issue.)

Baptism:
Mason Allen Huber, son of Aaron Huber and
Mary Martin-Huber, brother of Alex Huber, was
baptized on June 3.

Commissioned at Annual Conference

July 31
George and Jan Edwards

Show us the light of grace…
Illumine our souls with joyful delight
when sadness tries to take over the day.
Shine brightly on us today, God,
until we reflect your glory
as a witness to this world.
-Kwasi I. Kena,
From the African Worship Book Year A
Alive Now, September/October 2007

Lauren Wallem Rheingans, daughter of Jeff and
Cheryl Wallem, granddaughter of Paul and Joan
Wallem, was approved for membership in the
Conference as a provisional elder. She serves as a
campus minister at Wesley Foundation at the
University of Minnesota.
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From MELD @YSN Staff & Program Participants
On behalf of MELD @YSN and the young mothers and
families that benefited from your extreme generosity, we
 From Natalie King
Thank you so much for your support, love, and prayers want to extend a very heartfelt thank you! Gina and Brittaduring this trying, difficult time of mourning the loss of ny enjoyed spending time and fellowship during your Sunday morning services on May 6 and appreciate the oppormy husband, Travis. I could not do this without God
tunity to talk about our programming. The donations are
or without any of you. You have all been a true blessalready being put to great use! You have inspired many
ing to me throughout my time in this wonderful
through your kindness.
church!


From Pastor Scott Himel
To everyone at Christ UMC: Thank you so much for an unbelievable farewell celebration, love gift, cards, hugs,
prayers, and well wishes leading up to my final day of work on Thursday, June 14th. I will never forget the
graciousness and love you all offered me in those final days. Thank you, thank you, thank you!!! I’m all moved in at
my new apartment and well underway with unpacking, but that will take a while! I already miss each of you and
hope that our paths cross again soon. Please know how much of an honor it was to serve your congregation. May
God watch between us in our parting until we see one another again.

Immigration: JFON program answers "why?"
It's easy to find out what's going on in the latest immigration incident on our southern border. Just turn on the TV
or radio. A July program and fund raiser for Justice For Our Neighbors helps to dig deeper into the why of immigration. Sharon Hunter of the Chicago Religious Leadership Network will speak at JustGoods, 201 7th St., in the
Listening Room on Wed., July 25, 6:30 p.m. The title of her talk is "The Roots of Immigration: What's Going on
in Central America?" A free will offering will be taken for JFON.

Tender Loving Crafts
Women’s Clothing Resale

Coming Events
July 7-14
August 2-4
August 19
September 9
September 16
October 6
October 10
November 4
November 19

Senior High Workcamp
Jr. High Workcamp
Blessing of the Backpacks
Rally Day
Confirmation
Tender Loving Crafts
Fall Craft Night
All Saints Sunday
Thanksgiving Baskets

As we transition from winter to spring and summer,
please set aside clothing you no longer want. Collections at the church sites will start the beginning of
September. We are looking for all sizes of women’s
clothing in good condition. Sweaters, jackets, coats,
blouses, slacks, shoes and purses are included in the
sale.

Sunday Morning Weather Warning
In the event of a tornado warning--- follow
directions given by an usher.
Shelters for those who cannot use the stairs are
the restrooms. All others, please go to the Activity
Room on the lower level. Do NOT use the elevator.
Children in Sunday School and Nursery will
meet parents in the Activity Room Please stay together
and use designated shelters
Questions? Email Pete Erickson:
ertl10@aol.com or Ken Kern: kenk4867@gmail.com
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A Fresh Take…
The Youth Perspective
By Karissa Lin

What is faith? Many people would say faith is believing in something that you cannot see. Other similar words include:
belief, hope, confidence, and trust. Christianity is centered around faith. To be a Christian, you must have faith that
Jesus is the Son of God and that He rose from the dead.
Faith is not always an easy thing. This past year has been the hardest year of my life. At times, it was very hard to
have faith. I occasionally questioned whether God loved me or not. The question: “If God loved me, then why would
He make this happen to me?” often crossed my mind. Yet time and time again, I have seen God’s hand in my life. He
has been there for me every step of the way. The hardest times were when He showed Himself the most.

A Musical Variety Show
Presented by Senior Follies
With emcee Paul Logli
A fundraiser for VetsRoll to thank and honor
America’s aging veteran heroes.

Four performances:
Tuesday, July 31, 2:00 pm
Wednesday, August 1, 2:00 pm
Wednesday, August 1, 6:30 pm
Thursday, August 2, 2:00 pm
All performances at the Nordlof Center

Scenes from Car Hop 2018
Held on Sunday, June 24
to benefit Sr. High Workcamp
Photos by Don Black

Tickets are $10 and can be purchased at:
SwedishAmerican Volunteer Office
SwedishAmerican Plaza Business Office
RVC Center for Learning in Retirement
Nordlof Center box office on performance dates

Christ UMC is a sponsor of Senior Follies, providing
rehearsal space at the church. Some members of Christ
UMC are involved in this production. Get your tickets
and come enjoy the fun!

New Members:
We are happy to introduce Susan Turvold, Tom Mott and Don and Leslie Lane,
who joined Christ UMC on June 10

New Members:
Don and Leslie Lane

New Member:
Tom Mott
Pictured with
his wife, Judy

New Member:
Susan Turvold

Farewell party for Pastor Scott
A farewell party for Pastor Scott was held on Sunday, June 10, to thank him for his
five years at Christ UMC and to wish him well in his new appointment
at North Shore UMC in Glencoe
Photos by Joe Whinnery

VBS—June 11-15, 2018
More than 130 children registered for this year’s Vacation Bible School, “Rolling River Rampage.”
Thanks to the many leaders and volunteers, it was a great week for everyone.
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Next Flame Deadline: July 19, 2018

Articles may be e-mailed to lindakuntz@christumc.cc or
mailed/brought to the church office by the deadline date.

Check out our website:
www.christumc.cc

Getting to Know You: Marion Kern
By Don Black
Many people at Christ United Methodist
Church know that Marion Kern helps with the funeral
luncheons. Several link her with the United Methodist
Women’s (UMW) annual Tender Loving Craft sales.
But few know that she and Ken, her husband,
were humming Willie Nelson’s “On the Road Again” for
more than six years, while living in a RV.
“After we came off the road,” she said during an
interview, “we moved into a mobile home in Belvidere.”
They came to Rockford in 2005 and landed in a
house near our church. “We just decided to visit one
Sunday,” she said, although they weren’t Methodists.
And they kept coming, to the 9:30 a.m. service.
She retired from nursing and Ken from managing retail clothing at age 50. They wanted to visit relatives in Pennsylvania and Texas and other places, so
they hit the road in a RV. “We’ve been to most of the
states,” she pointed out. She explained that they checked
the work camp news for jobs at campgrounds. Then they
frequently went to where the jobs were.
Although today they live in an apartment in
Loves Park, they keep up with the on-the-road culture
through magazines.

Marion was raised
in Chicago. Her mother
stayed at home with the
six children and her father
was a machinist.
Since her mother
was from the South, the
family were Baptists.
As a youth,
Marion attended the huge
Midwest Bible Church,
Youth for Christ, and Pioneer Girls, in which they
were “taught to do the home-type things.”
She left Chicago at 17 years old to attend West
Suburban Hospital’s nursing school in Oak Park. Professors came from Wheaton College to teach microbiology and chemistry. She didn’t get her BS then, only
two years toward it.
She’s a big city person, experienced at mass
transportation travel. “You could go safely all over the
city then,” she said, “although some areas you didn’t.”
(Continued on page 8)

