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“And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you 
did it to one of the least of these who are  
members of my family, you did it to me.’”  

 Matthew 25:40 
 
When Eric and Pastor Dee Mede served at First United 
Methodist Church in Mendota, they heard of a 79-year-
old woman physically unable to flip her mattress. 
 
That job sounded easy and quick enough to Eric, a skilled 
craftsman who’s always willing to help anyone, so he and 
a couple others from the church rolled up their sleeves. 
Their discovery of a broken crossbar on the woman’s 
bedframe didn’t bother them. They fixed that, too. 
 
And so was born the “Fishers of 
Men,” a troop of volunteers happy 
to help neighbors in need. 
 
“If we heard of anything that 
needed to be done, we’d just get a 
group of guys together and do it,” 
Eric says. “We were doing a ser-
vice but, at the same time, we 
were doing a service for people 
without them feeling embarrassed about it.” 
 
Moving to Rockford changed only the scenery. 
 
For the Medes, that powerful realization came courtesy 
of Rev. Lisa Kruse-Safford, district superintendent of the 
Northern Illinois Conference. 
 
Kruse-Safford put word out to her ministers that a secre-
tary in one of the local churches was living in an unsus-
tainable home “that should have been condemned,” Dee 
says, and teams of volunteers assembled to repair the 
woman’s plumbing, heat, roof and more. 
 

Pastor Dee, Pastor Scott and a group of volunteers, 
meanwhile, decided to bring that concept to Christ 
United Methodist Church, dubbing the new project 
“Hammer and Nails.” 
 
“People in our congregation want to do something more 
than throw money at a problem to make it better,” Dee 
says. “They want to be hands-on. They actually want to 
do something in our community to help people in our 
community who are disadvantaged either by age or  
financial circumstances.” 
 
Hammer and Nails notched its first success in June 
when Eric and several others from Christ UMC 

descended on a home near  
Auburn High School to repair its 
rickety porch. The tip – along 
with the paperwork of zoning 
permits and inspections – came 
from Rockford Work Camps, a 
project of Rockford Urban  
Ministries. 
 
Upon arrival, the CUMC crew 
found plenty of additional work, 

including the replacement of two storm windows, the 
addition of a back door that provides a second exit from 
the home and the renovation of some unsafe stairs. 
 
Over two days of sawing, pounding and drilling, the 
rewards extended beyond the obvious for homeowner 
Mrs. Gonzalez. 
 
Gonzalez’s son wanted to help the workers, although he 
lacked tools and skills. His mother asked to pitch in as 
well. 
 
 

          The         Flame 

‘The least of  these’ 
CUMC’s Hammer and Nails ministry fashions hands, feet of  God  by Mark McGowan 

(Continued on Page 7) 



Page 2 

Ancestry.Bible 
 The LORD said to Abram, “Leave your land, your family, and 
your father’s household for the land that I will show you.  I will 
make of you a great nation and will bless you. I will make your 

name respected, and you will be a blessing. 
 I will bless those who bless you,  those who curse you I will 

curse; all the families of the earth  
 (Genesis 12:1-3, Common English Bible)  

 

This summer we are walking with our Biblical ancestors, 
starting with Abram and Sarai.  We learn of their faith-
fulness and the risks they took because of their willing-
ness to follow God’s guidance. We also learn about the 
places where they messed up—taking things into their 
own hands or worrying more about status or saving their 
own skin than being faithful to God who had been so 
faithful to them. 
 
You may ask: “Wait—What does this have to do with 
us?”  It’s a reasonable question.  Abram and Sarai trav-
eled from Haran to Canaan on foot, and we tend to use 
cars.  They had slaves, which appalls us.  Abram and 
Sarai were old without the benefits of Medicare and  
Social Security.  The iPhone hadn’t even been invented!  
What can we learn from them? 
 
Yes, Abram and Sarai lived in a time vastly different from 
our own, with different cultural norms and standards of 
ethics.  And yet, they were people.  They yearned to hear 
the voice of God and they wanted to follow God’s guid-
ance.  They also were vulnerable to the same human emo-
tions that stalk our lives:  fear, doubt, and jealousy, to 
name a few. 
 
We often feel embarrassed by the painful situations with-
in our families.  It can be easy to feel like we are the only 
ones who go through such things.  The Book of Genesis 
shows us how old and pervasive these situations really 
are.  Couples who have struggled with infertility can see 
elements of their own lives in the situations of Sarah,  
Rebecca and Rachel.  Persons who have felt marginalized 

A Word from the Senior Pastor 

because of their ethnicity or economic status can relate to 
Hagar.  Sibling rivalry is rife—starting with Cain and 
Abel (whom we aren’t studying), but continuing with 
Ishmael and Isaac, Jacob and Esau, and Joseph and his 
brothers.   
 

But best of all is the thread of God’s remarkable faithful-
ness.  God promised that Abram would become a father—
and he did, to Ishmael, Isaac (and others after Sarah’s 
death).  God promised to provide—and he pointed out a 
spring of water when Hagar was desperate for her son 
Ishmael in the wilderness.  God promised a pregnancy to 
Sarah—the thought of which made her laugh—and God 
gave her Isaac, which means “He laughs.”  We meet trick-
sters along the way, and we are stunned to read how God 
uses even them to create the human community. 
 
God is faithful, fulfilling promises beyond our imagining.  
I pray that this summer series focusing on Genesis will be 
a blessing to you and your family, as we recognize our-
selves in the Biblical story and as we come to know God 
more deeply and with greater trust. 
 

Peace, 

 Jane 

Journey with Jane 



Alpine Center 
(MAILING ADDRESS FOR  

BOTH CENTERS): 
4509 Highcrest Road 
Rockford, Il  61107 

Phone:  815-399-5910 
Office Hours: Monday—Friday 

8:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday Worship Services 
Blended Worship Services: 

8:00 and 9:30 a.m. 
     Celebration Service:  

11:00 a.m. 

Our Master’s Center 
5973 Darlene Drive 
Rockford, Il  61109 

Phone: (815)399-5910 
   

Sunday Worship Service 
9:30 a.m. Child care is available 

Rev. Jane Eesley, Sr. Pastor 
jeesley@christumc.cc 

Rev. Scott Himel, Assoc. Pastor 
shimel@christumc.cc 

Rev. Deanna Mede, Assoc. Pastor 
dmede@christumc.cc 

Welcome to Christ United Methodist Church! 
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https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry 
Christ UMC Student Ministries page 

https://www.facebook.com/studentministriescumc/  
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www.christumc.cc 

 I’d like to start off by introducing myself. My 
name is Elena Wilson and I just finished up my fresh-
man year at the University of Illinois, Urbana-
Champaign. I’m majoring in Molecular and Cellular 
Biology with a minor in German. I am planning on 
adding a double major in Behavioral Neuroscience.  
 
 I’ve grown up at Christ United Methodist, 
joining Sunday School, Kids Klub, and participating in 
both 412 and SALT. I’m so excited to be interning this 
summer and I’m most looking forward to building rela-
tionships with people in this church. This church has 
always been so supportive of me and I love that I get 
the opportunity to give back and learn more about how 
the church works.  
 
 Workcamps have been one of the most influen-
tial ministries I’ve been a part of here and I am so 
thrilled to get to go on my sixth senior high workcamp 
and my eighth junior high workcamp this summer.  I 
truly believe that youth have an amazing capacity to 
learn and change the world around them. Workcamp 
gives us all a chance to see God’s creation and to love 
others in a way we don’t always have the opportunity 
to do.  

 We aim to make homes safer, warmer, and dryer 
but the building projects are just a fraction of the special 
work we do at camp. The building of relationships that 
happens at camp is so special and the experiences I’ve 
had with residents and crew mates are something that 
will stick with me for the rest of my life.  
 
 Thank you all for supporting the youth and 
helping to make this internship possible. 

Meet Our Summer Intern—Elena Wilson 

https://www.facebook.com/cumcrockford/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/studentministriescumc/
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Out to Lunch Bunch 
The Out to Lunch Bunch will meet: 
  Thursday, July 27, 12:30 pm 
   at Thunder Bay Grill.  
For your reservation, call Donna Simmons at  
815-877-5381 by Tuesday, July 25.  Hope to see 
you there. 

TLC Clothing Resale 
Please remember to set aside clothing you no longer need in 
women, misses and junior sizes. Slacks, sweaters, jackets, 
blouses and coats. We would also like shoes, purses and cos-
tume jewelry. Collection will begin in early September.  
 
Watch for further updates! Any questions may be directed 
to: Joyce Lantz at 815.670.3456 or Marion Kern at 
815.240.4125 

                           Greeting Cards 
Greeting cards made by the UMW Card Creators will be 
for sale on Sunday, August 13  and Sunday, August 27 at  
Alpine Center, Fellowship Hall. 

 
 

How Welcoming are You? 
 
 
 
Do you just say “Hi” or do you engage with the person and get to know them and give them a chance to know you?  
 
A person shared that at one church she visited she got to know something about the person she was sitting next to in 
the pew and the person learned something about her.  Welcoming is engaging with others.  

The group picture above is from Bonfield/Grand Prairie youth group.  They 
stayed at CUMC from June 18 through June 23 as they participated in  
repairing homes in Rockford through Rockford Workcamps. 
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Summer Book Study 
 
Facilitator:   Rev. Deanna Mede 
Book:   Life Lessons - Book of Genesis by Max Lucado 
Cost of Book: $7.00 
Dates:  6 weeks on Wednesdays, July 12 - August 16 
Time:  6:00 pm - 7:30 pm 
Location:  Christ UMC- Alpine Dining Room 
 
Description:  The Life Lessons Study on Genesis  invites 
us to journey through the book of Genesis as children ex-
ploring the history of our family, hearing about the joys 
and trials our ancestors faced and their decisions while fac-
ing them. We have an opportunity to better understand 
their lives and use some of their hard-earned lessons in our 
own.  This study reminds us that God's promises are ever 
present even in difficult times.  Each lesson has a scripture 
passage from Genesis plus an inspirational reading, as well 
as thought-provoking questions and space for journaling 
and prayer. Sign-ups and book sales begin on Sunday, 
July 2, at the Connection Center. 

Good Grief 
Meets once a month: 

 July 27, August 24, Sept. 21  
Thursday evenings, 5:00-7:00 pm 

Alpine Center Coffee House 
Good Grief is a grief support group for widows and  
widowers.  It will meet once a month, June through  
September, on Thursday evenings in the Alpine 
Center Coffee House from 5:00-7:00 pm.  Each 
monthly meeting will speak to a specific situation 
in the grieving and recovery process, with knowl-
edgeable speakers leading the discussions. No  
sign-ups necessary; just come as you can.  
There is no book to purchase. 
 
July 27 – Safety First: Personal and Legal Safety 
August 24 – Reimagining Yourself: Being single in 
a Noah’s Ark society.  Kay Cull will be the speaker. 
September 21 – Friends, Fun and Food  
 
Pastor Dee Mede and 

Melinda Hagerman are  

coordinating Good 

Grief. Please contact  

Pastor Dee with any 

questions you may have. 

Our Master’s Chancel Choir 
“One and Done” Summer Ministry 

You read that correctly!  The Chancel Choir is going to have a “One and Done” ministry schedule this sum-
mer.  We will practice on a Wednesday and sing the following Sunday and then be DONE for that month.  
Check out the schedule below if you an join us at any one of these ministries. 
 If you’ve always wanted to try choir, but haven’t, you’re invited! 

 If you are a Sanctuary Choir member and miss singing, you’re invited! 

 If you are a Wesley Ringer ringer and want to sing, you’re invited! 

 If your schedule could not handle a weekly practice, you’re invited! 

 If you’re 18 years old or more, you’re invited! 
 

“One and Done Ministry Schedule” 
July 19—Wednesday rehearsal at 7:00 pm 
July 23—Sunday Ministry—8:45 am warm up for 9:30 am service 
 
August 23—Wednesday rehearsal at 7:00 pm 
August 27—Sunday Ministry—8:45 am warm up for 9:30 service. 

 
Any questions?  Email Richard Stiltner at rstiltner@christumc.cc. 
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CUMC Senior Fellowship Group 
Friday, July 21, at noon, 

Alpine Center Dining Room 
 Come and join this group for seniors for a 
wonderful homemade lunch and fellowship with your 
friends. After lunch some of the cast members of  
Senior Follies will give us a preview of their 2017 
show, which will be August  22, 23, and 24 at the 
Nordlof Center. See below for ticket information. This 
is always a fun program! 
 
 Please call the church office at 815-399-5910 
to make your reservation by Monday, July 17   Please 
join us!      

WOWS  
Widows Or Widowers and Singles 

Open to all single women  
age 65 and over 

 
In July: 

The WOWS will be meeting for dinner at the Back-
yard Grill & Bar in Loves Park at 4:30 pm on July 12.  
If you would like to be included or have questions, 
please contact Phyllis Melenas at 815-633-2288.  Hope 
to hear you’re joining us—we always have a nice time. 
If you wish, donations of craft supplies for Walter 
Lawson Children’s Home would be appreciated. 
 

In August: 
We will have lunch at noon on Wednesday, 
August 16 at Garrett’s Restaurant on Bell School 
Road.  To make reservations, please call Carol at 815-
399-1291. Donations for Shelter Care Ministries are 
appreciated. 
 

In September: 
On September 20 at noon, we will have lunch at Ciao 
Bella, 6500 E. Riverside.  Call JoAnn Johnson at  
815-270-1138 for reservations by September 18.  
Please bring small personal items for the homeless. 

Fellowship News; Senior Follies  

Next Scrapbooking/Stamping  
Scrapbooking/Stamping is scheduled for Saturday,  
July 15, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the Alpine Dining 
Room.  Stay for all day or just a half day - whatever 
fits your schedule.  Not everyone in our group scrap-
books.  Some are stamping or working on other pro-
jects, so join us for a fun day of crafting!  If chil-
dren will be joining us, it's requested they be at least 
middle school age.   
  
As always, please bring money for a sandwich plus a 
snack to share and your own beverage.  Hope to see 
you on the 15th of July. Questions?  Call Mary Hicks 
at 815-742-1136 

Senior Follies 
Tuesday, August 22, Wednesday, August 23, Thursday, August 24 at 2:00 pm 

at the Nordlof Center, 118 N. Main Street, Rockford 
Tickets are $10 each—open seating 

 
You won’t want to miss this fun event, which is a musical fundraiser for Vetsroll. Several 
of our CUMC members are in the cast. The mission of  Vetsroll is to thank and pay trib-

ute to those who have served in the armed forces through 1963, especially our WWII and most senior veterans, by 
transporting them to Washington, D.C. over four days of honor and remembrance, at no cost to our heroes. There 
is no time to waste—we are losing our senior veterans at a rate of 900-1,000 per day.  
 
Tickets are available from Risë’ Barker by calling 815-332-9476 or you can email Sherrill Muller at 
slmmrm6602@gmail.com. 
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Summer Art Camps for Kids at  

Court Street UMC 
for 1st through 8th Graders 

 

Puppet Project - July 10-14, 2017 - to be held Mon-
day through Friday from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm dai-
ly.  $25 per person, this camp is designed to teach you 
how to use a puppet and more. 
 
Performing Arts Camp - July 24 - August 4, 2017 - 
to be held for two weeks, Monday through Friday, 
9:00 am to 3:00 pm daily. $50 per person, this camp 
will combine dance, theater, drawing, and more in a 
Christian setting. 
 

Scholarships are available as needed 
Register by calling the  

Court Street UMC church office  
at 815-962-6061 

No problem, of course: The strangers fixing the home were 
happy to demonstrate how to use the equipment and, be-
fore they left, to construct a toolbox filled with their own 
hammers, screwdrivers and saws. 
 
“ ‘You don’t have your own tool box? Fine; we’ll build you 
a tool box – and leave you with tools and knowledge,’ ” 
Pastor Dee says. “The volunteers literally taught this 
young man how to use tools.” 
  
“We don’t want people to become co-dependent, so we 
gave the son some of our tools so that he’s a little self-
sufficient,” Eric adds. “We said, ‘Hey, we’ll show you how 
to use these saws,’ and he shadowed the volunteers. Even-
tually, he was cutting boards with us. His mom was cut-
ting boards with us.” 
 
Pastor Dee and members of the CUMC congregation 
served lunch to the crew – and to the “hosts.” 
 
“We were the hands and feet of God,” Eric says. “We shel-
tered somebody. We broke bread together.” 
 
Barry Smith, who is retired after 35 years of teaching in-
dustrial arts at Sycamore Middle School, enjoyed the op-
portunity to help – something former Our Master’s Center 
member Morry Harms had invited him to do for years. 
 
“Morry had asked me at times when he was going to the 
high school work camps if I could do that, too, and it was 
hard for me to take a whole week,” Smith says. “This was 
local, and I got to work with some people I don’t normally 
socialize with at church who were out there pounding 
nails. It was nice to get to know people.” 
 
Alpine Center member Steve Oyler calls his time on the 
worksite “fantastic.” 
 
“It was really enjoyable to work with the team, and it was 
really enjoyable to work for the clients,” Steve says. “The 
neighbors were reserved around us the first weekend; the 
second weekend, they were stopping by to talk to us. We 
showed them that there are decent people out there.” 
 
Steve, who worked in sales for 22 years and now is em-
ployed in shipping operations, is working to find corporate 
sponsorship for Hammer and Nails. 
 
 
 

He’s visited with local management of Walmart, 
Sam’s Club, Meijer, Target and some of the major 
hardware chains in search of funding: “It’s nice to 
have conversations with these people and tell them 
what we’re doing.” 
 
Pastor Dee’s goals for Hammer and Nails include 
finding projects in the neighborhoods of the two wor-
ship centers “so that we feel ownership in our commu-
nity” and adding more volunteers to the roster. 
 
She also hopes that recipients of Hammer and Nails 
generosity will want to “pay it forward” by volunteer-
ing their time and labor to the next work site on the 
calendar. 
 
Unfortunately, chances are good that they will never 
lack for work. 
 
“Rockford has a big need,” Smith says. “You can either 
complain about it, or you can do something about it.” 
 
“It’s something I think the church really needs to do – 
something local,” Eric adds,  “and I have a feeling of 
fulfilling what God’s asking us to do as representa-
tives of Christianity: ‘What you do for a neighbor of 
mine, you also do for me.’” 

Hammer and Nails (Continued  from  front page) 



(Leon Saul continued from back page) 

   As a youth he worked on the farm and when in high 
school he had summer jobs in residential construction/
remodeling. 
   In high school, he also was a wrestler for four 
years. Leon worked at Rockwell International, Columbus, 
Ohio, for the B-1 bomber program, on hydraulics and elec-
trical systems. 
   He met Jill on a blind date, when he was out of col-
lege.  “She just was getting out of high school,” he said. “A 
mutual friend of ours fixed us up on a blind date.” They dat-
ed for a couple of years before marriage in 1985.  “I decided 
to get her before someone else did,” he said. 
   Leon grew up in the Methodist Church, attended 
the old Methodist Youth Fellowship program and went to 
church camps. 
   Leon and Jill moved 
to Lima, Ohio, where he 
worked for Westinghouse 
Aerospace for five years.  He 
worked on the electrical sys-
tem of the Boeing 737 aircraft 
and provided technical sup-
port to repair shops for airline 
customers worldwide. 
   “I spent a lot of time in Europe in the early 1990s,” 
he said, “in Hamburg, Germany, in London, Great Britain 
and Stavanger, Norway, for example. Trips would be a 
month to six weeks long.” 
   Their sons were born in Lima, Ohio. Nathan, 28, a 
Drake University grad, lives in Denver. Mark, 26, an Iowa 
State University grad, lives in Rockford and works at the 
Byron nuclear plant. Both sons were raised in Christ UMC 
programs. 
   Leon is a member of the church’s new Hammer and 
Nails group.  “It’s similar to the youth work camp and  
follows that model,” he said. “However, it’s not a full week.” 
   With the first project completed on two recent Sat-
urdays, the Hammer and Nails team will begin planning 
another project to tackle.  Leon obviously believes in work 

camps. Besides helping the church young people grow, 
the residents being helped offer something.  “The resi-
dents really make an impression on you,” Leon said. 
“They open their homes to us as strangers, but after a 
week together, we often find they have opened their 
hearts as well.” 
   Sundstrand acquired Westinghouse and the 
family moved to Rockford in 1993. Leon continued 
supporting airline customers around the globe.  They 
transferred to Christ UMC, and typically attend the 
9:30 worship service. 
   Jill has worked many jobs until becoming a 
stay-at-home mother. After the boys were grown, she 
worked at a doctor’s office and later at a florist. 

   Besides flying,  
Leon has other hobbies and 
interests.  He doesn’t fly 
much now. He, the late Jim 
Baker, and another friend 
shared a Piper Archer 
Cherokee, until Jim was 
unable to fly. They sold the 
plane last year. But, he still 

has his pilot’s license. 
   Leon also rows with the Rockford YMCA 
Crew, along with Pastor Scott. Boat crews range in 
size from one to eight.  “I like it sometimes because I’m 
the youngest guy in the boat,” he said with a smile. In a 
couple of years, Leon will be at retirement age.  Mark 
encouraged his father to follow him into the rowing 
program. 
   Leon still enjoys traveling with his family and 
doing home repairs. And, while he is proud to be an 
Ohio State Buckeye football fan, he’s not as enthusias-
tic as his sons. “My kids are the real Buckeye fans,” he 
said. 
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 Jeff grew up with Methodist heritage from his 
grandparents and his parents. They were all members 
of Court Street United Methodist Church. As adults, 
Jeff and his wife Christine were both members of 
Court Street as well. Jeff taught the Senior High class 
at Court Street. When she was in high school, Patty 
Staublin was in Jeff’s class.  
 
 Years later, Patty Staublin became the Rev. 
Patty Anderson who was preaching at Christ United 
Methodist Church. Jeff and Chris moved into a neigh-
borhood closer to Christ UMC. When they found out 
Patty was at Christ UMC, they decided to try it. Jeff  
said, “I loved her as student.” They discovered they 
loved her as a preacher as well. They also found the 
church to be very welcoming. Jeff said they decided to 
transfer their membership and things just went better 
from then on. Jeff remembered taking an “Inventory 
of Talents” soon after they came and this helped them 
feel they had discovered “their place.” His wife, Chris-
tine sings in the choir and writes the Calls to Worship 
for services. Jeff and Christine  enjoy participating 
together in the church. 
 
 Jeff has been involved administratively by 
serving on a few boards of the church, most notably, 
the Strategic Planning Committee. Another way Jeff  
lives out his faith is through the Holy Club. It’s a 
small group that meets on Wednesday mornings from 
9:30-10:30 a.m. for scripture reading, prayer and dis-
cussion. Pastor Scott asked Jeff if he would take over 
leadership when Don Stark passed away. Jeff stepped 
into this role and enjoys the group. He said they 
choose a book of scripture to read. Then each week 
they read one chapter. Each session they listen to a 

selection of music, 
pray, and have an 
open discussion of 
the scripture. He 
said, “Nobody is 
right, nobody is 
wrong.” All are 
welcome.  Holy 
Club is on break 
for the summer. 
They will resume September 6. Any questions, feel free to 
contact Jeff at (815) 398-0855 or 
jeff.swanberg@comcast.net. 
 
 Jeff also has enjoyed using his talents in photog-
raphy to take images at the church which are shared in var-
ious ways. He has photographed all of the stained glass 
windows in the Alpine sanctuary. Jeff appreciates the fact 
that the sanctuary is open many times of the day. He en-
joys going to there to gather his thoughts and said it is a 
comfort. Jeff also appreciates that our pastors are available 
when we would like to talk. He believes, “The whole at-
mosphere of the church is comfort. It is a family feeling.”  
 
 When asked if he had a particular experience that 
impacted his faith, Jeff related that he had major surgery 
last year. When he was admitted, Pastor Jane was there. 
She was there again when he woke up. He said the experi-
ence showed him that he can always depend on the people 
leading the church to be with you. 
 

By Beth A. Palm 
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Coins for Rainbow Covenant giving in July 

Our coins for Rainbow Covenant giving each Sunday in July will go to support the missionary Karen Johnson 
Ujhereh.  She is a missionary with the General Board of Global Ministries of the United Methodist Church serving as 
director of the United Methodist Malawi Microfinance Program, based in Blantyre, Malawi.  Her primary job is to 
oversee the training: 

 The goal is poverty alleviation through economic empowerment of individuals, families, and communities. 

 The program trains men and women in small business development. 

 Prepares them to receive loans from funds placed with an international microfinance agency. 

 Engages in community development. 

 

Getting to Know Hymn; Rainbow Covenant 

Getting to Know Hymn 
“Battle Hymn of the Republic” 
Julia Ward Howe (1819-1910) 

Taken with permission from  
The One Year Great Songs 

 of Faith,  

          Julia Ward Howe wrote these lyrics in 
the heart of the Civil War.  Her purpose was 
to provide some wholesome lyrics for the 
tune of  “John Brown’s Body Lies A-Moldering 
in the Grave.”  She accomplished that and 
more.  When President Abraham Lincoln 
first heard the hymn, he asked to have it sung 
again. 
          The text is filled with biblical allusions.  
The expression “grapes of wrath” refers to 
Revelation 14:19; the sounding trumpet is 
probably from Revelation 8.  For the Chris-
tian, the message of this song is that God’s 
truth is eternal. Although circumstances may 
appear overwhelmingly difficult, God will 
still accomplish his purposes, and his truth 
will endure. 
          It can be dangerous to identify political 
causes or even national patriotism with God’s 
truth. Nations may rise and fall, but God’s 
truth remains forever.  “His truth is  
marching on.” 

Mine eyes have seen the glory of 
the coming of the Lord, 
He is trampling out the vintage 
where the grapes of wrath are 
stored; 
He hath loosed the fateful light-
ning of His terrible swift sword- 
His truth is marching on. 
 
Glory! Glory, hallelujah! 
Glory! Glory, hallelujah! 
Glory! Glory, hallelujah! 
His truth is marching on. 
 
I have seen Him in the watch 
fires of a hundred circling camps, 
They have builded Him an altar 
in the evening dews and damps; 
I can read His righteous sentence 
by the dim and flaring lamps- 
His day is marching on. 
 

He has sounded forth the trumpet 
that shall never sound retreat, 
He is sifting out the hearts of men 
before His judgment seat; 
O be swift, my soul, to answer 
Him! Be jubilant, my feet! 
Our God is marching on. 
 
In the beauty of the lilies Christ 
was born across the sea, 
With a glory in His bosom that 
transfigures you and me; 
As He died to make men holy, let 
us live to make men free. 
While God is marching on. 
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Come and Join Us  

and have Fun! 
Family Day Camp at Camp Reynoldswood  

Saturday, July 29, 2017 

9:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.   
This is a whole day of fun-filled activities at 

Camp Reynoldswood.  Activities include  

canoeing, hiking, hayrides, archery,  

campfire, tree houses and prayer trail for the 

whole family to enjoy!  
Registration fee per person is $25.00 

(includes meals) 

 

Please call Joy Hayag at 815-399-5910 or email 

at jhayag@christumc.cc for more details. 

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE 

 
8:00  a.m. Nursery Child Care is  available  

in the Nursery Room 

         No Sunday School at this worship hour 
 

9:30 a.m. Worship Hour Alpine Center 

· Infants and Toddlers: Nursery Room 

· All children begin in the Sanctuary and are 

dismissed after Children's Message (except 

on the first Sunday of the month) 

· Pre-School(4)-5th Grade—Lower Level Sun-

day School Room 1/One Group Sunday 

School. 

 

Every first Sunday of the month children will 

start their class downstairs and will come up for 

communion and return to their classroom. 
 

9:30 a.m. Worship Hour OMC 

·Infants: Nursery 

· Pre-School-Kindergarten: Nursery 

      1st-6th Grade:  Begin in Sanctuary,  

dismissed downstairs for Sunday School 

following the Children’s Message 

  
11:00 a.m. Worship Hour Alpine Center 

· Infants and Toddlers: Nursery Room 

· All children begin in the Sanctuary and are 

dismissed  after children's message. 

·  Pre-School(4)-5th Grade—Lower Level  
                Sunday School Room 1 
 

Note:  Communion is every Sunday for the  

children  

 

 
SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 

NO Sunday School on July 2 
 

  

Thank You! 
We want to extend our thanks to  

everyone who has helped us with our  

Vacation Bible School this year. You are  

appreciated for sharing your time and  

talent with us for the whole week of  

June 12 –16 Words are not enough to  

express our gratitude. Blessings to all! 



July 1 
Darlene Beck 
Rylie Hansen 
Yates McLaughlin 
Daniel Scheub 
 
July 2 
Joni Arthur 
Betsy Cook 
Brian Gale 
Kathleen Johnson 
Kevin Salser 
Sharon Watts 
 
July 3 
Len Hamachek 
Orville Schurr 
Rebecca Thomason 
 
July 4 
Brad Auker 
Donald Johnson 
Fran Kneller 
Tom Laughlin 
Ryan Schmitt 
 
July 5 
Lynne Collins 
Jo Hellmich 
Tyler Kerr 
Terry Poffinbarger 
 
July 6 
Allison Dzik 
Jim Mathers 
Beth Palm 
Samantha Paraggua 
Campbell Schrank 
Keiran Kerr 
 
July 7 
McKenna Kurth 
David Mouri 
Steve Thurston 
Emeline Cuyler 
Hannah Conrad 
 
 
 
 

July 8 
Braden Hacker 
Bienvenido Hayag 
Amanda Kester 
Kurt McKelvey 
Sara Myers 
Diane Robinson 
Dan Robinson 
Alex Sarver 
 
July 9 
Ben Gibbons 
Matt McKelvey 
Bob Russell 
Martha Shula 
Jolene Unangst 
 
July 10 
Karissa Lynn Steffen 
Ann Witkowski 
 
July 11 
Lindsay Peters 
 
July 12 
Adelaide Beaman 
Mildred Hitzeman 
Chase Martin 
Denzil Wynter 
 
July 13 
Mandy Fetter 
Megan Hudgin 
Billi Mahurin 
Lynda Moser 
Chris Peters 
Christopher Pomatto 
Eric Russell 
Charisse Stram 
Jean Vitale 
 
July 14 
Nicky Danielson 
Jessie Walter 
Merv Huckstep 
Brendan Johnson 
Ken Johnson 
Al Lashock 
Jodi Miller 
Kylie Parker 
Barb Peterson 
Lisa Truitt 
 
July 15 
Judith Ewers 
John Foster 
David Meehan 
Phil Meehan 
Cole Schrank 
Grant Shumaker 
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July 16 
Donni Ege 
Rich Jewell 
Sherry Kobischka 
Abby Lineback 
Tyler Levine 
 
July 17 
Kathleen Hayes 
Anthony Moczynski 
 
July 18 
Steve Bruesewitz 
JoAnn Johnson 
Rex Parker 
Wayne Peters 
Ted Plum 
 
July 19 
Susan Baldwin 
Sean Hayes 
Evelyn LaRue 
 
July 20 
Jennifer Bockhop 
Ken Christiansen 
Donald Johnson 
Pam Wilson 
Dennis Priewe 
Lisa Sargent 
Drew Steffen 
Tes Sullivan 
Casey Swindell 
Ian Tasiopoulos 
 
July 21 
Larua Barkley 
Jack Becherer 
Arlene Earleywine 
Pete Gustafson 
Dean Kurth 
Charlie Last 
Lori Leppert 
Collin McKinney 
Ray Porter 
Graham Powell 
Amy Seiler 
Curt Sidener 
Sunny Williams 
 
July 22 
Alicia Arthur 
Molly Klazura 
Tim Moore 
Adrienne Zehrung 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 23 
Connor Edwards 
Chris Estes 
Mary Jo Frey 
Andy Miner 
Jeff Nowicki 
Colin Griesman 
 
July 24 
Griffin Allen 
Kerthan Gallagher 
Lory Cruden 
Alina Hedberg 
Gene Nelson 
Doug Yeager 
 
July 25 
Joe Busenbark 
Erika Coffer 
Jane Picken 
 
July 26 
Brad Powell 
Gabriella Cook 
 
July 27 
Curtis Bliss 
Mackenzie Erickson 
Adam Riha 
 
July 28 
Cliff Gillette 
Matt LaMantia 
Anna LaMantia 
Becca LaMantia 
Jordan Steffen 
 
July 29 
Haley Martin 
Patrick Sullivan 
 
July 30 
Steve Cooper 
Joan McQuinn 
Alyssa Lundvall 
Mike Melenas 
 
July 31 
Carol Clark 
Kari McKelvey 
Jacob Reisetter 
Loretta Woodard 
 
 
 
 

Birthdays 



 

The Church is People 
 

Sympathy to: 
John and Mary Ann Foster on the death of 
John’s sister 
 
Harold Hawes, Brian and Chris Hawes, and Lois 
Kretschmer on the death of Sharon Hawes on 
June 1 
 
Pam Hoffmann and Judy Koch on the death of 
Jeanette Unger on June 5 
 
Gene and June Lietz, on the death of their 
granddaughter, Debbie Wright, on June 5 
 
Colleen Hepfer on the death of her mother on 
June 3 
 
Marcia Hornbeak, Amy Kropp, and Jennifer 
Kalen on the death of Fred Hornbeak, Jr. on 
June 10 
 
Marcia Gomez, Robert Lucchetti and family on 
the death of Emily Dilonardo on June 19 
 

Wedding: 
Mandy Alms and Erik Fetter were married on 
June 17 in the Alpine Sanctuary 
 

Congratulations to: 
Jenny Thomas, our youth director, who  
graduated cum laude from North Central  
College on June 10  
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July 2 
Gayle and Nick Scheuer 
 
July 5 
Brian and Barbara Wicklund 
 
July 8 
Scott and Beth Crane 
Geneve and Kurt Harris 
Michael and Marissa Muldowney 
 
July 10 
Jim and Judy Chancellor 
Gregg and Pam Herrmann 
Joyce and Bob Reeves 
 
July 11 
Risë’ and Pierce Barker 
Barb and Harold Palm 
 
July 13 
Christy and Jamie Morgan 
 
July 16 
Barry and Carol Beaman 
John and Joan Noonan 
Ed and Phyllis Smerke 
 
July 17 
Heather and Mark Page 

July 19 
Elaine and Donald Johnson 
Anne and Jim Wilson 
Raymond and JoMarie Paul 
Stephanie and Brad Eller 
 
July 22 
Tom and Kelly Gale 
 
July 23 
Shawn and Whitney Mayfield 
 
July 26 
Jeff and Jan Nowicki 
 
July 27 
Del and Marg Arthur 
Terry and Michael Groncki 
 
July 28 
Megan Smick and Steve Davis 
Chris and Brad Powell 
Lisa and Nick Scribner 
Lynn and Jim Wood 
 
July 29 
Chad and Heather Atkinson 
 
July 31 
George and Jan Edwards 
Don and Jamie Thayer 
 

The Flame 
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 From the Funeral Lunch Committee 
     A luncheon was served for family and friends of Sha-
ron Hawes on June 10, after her memorable celebration 
of a life well lived. Sharon has helped with many funeral 
luncheons and was loved by all. We miss our friend! 
     Thank you to all who helped with this luncheon: to 
the two who make so many calls; to those who contrib-
ute salads and dessert bars;  to those of you who so faith-
fully help with the set up, serving and clean up. Many 
thanks to the UMW husbands who help in so many 
ways. 

 From Mary Anne Pifer, Prenatal Case Manager, 
Crusader Community Health 

Thank you is an understatement for the beautiful  
layettes recently donated to our patients!  They will be 
given to patients in need.  We appreciate your continued 
support. 

 From Colleen Hepfer 
Thank you to all who sent or signed the sympathy cards 
regarding my mother.  My mother passed away on June 
3 and I will miss her, but know she is in heaven with my 
Dad. 

 From the Harold Hawes family 
We wish to thank everyone who sent cards, special notes 
and offered prayers during and after Sharon’s long hospi-
tal stay.  It really brought the term “church family” to life 
for us. 
 We want to thank the church staff for their help-
ful guidance in preparing for the service celebrating Sha-
ron’s life.  And a special thank you to all who prepared 
and served the delicious funeral luncheon.  CUMC is tru-
ly blessed with wonderful pastors , a competent and car-
ing staff, and a congregation that is ready and willing to 
assist those going through difficult times. 
 Sharon was a blessing to all who knew her and 
her passing left us all heartbroken. Please know we deep-
ly appreciated the outpouring of love and support from 
our church family. 

 

Christ UMC  Outreach School Supply Drive 
 

School is just around the corner and it’s time to fill those backpacks! 
Here’s how it works: 

 Pick up a school supply list in the Fellowship Hall on July 9 or 16. 

 Shop, Shop, Shop 

 Turn a backpack, full of brand new school tools, in any time before July 23 at church (either location). 

 Monetary donations are also welcome. Please put “School Supply Drive” on the memo line. 
 

Last year we supplied more than 60 students with the needed supplies. 
Questions? Call Mary Gummow (815) 494-8679 

 Funeral Lunch Thank You 
A meal was served in the Alpine dining room for more 
than 50 family and friends after the beautiful Celebration 
of Life Service for Fred Hornbeak on June 15. Donations 
of salads and bars came from UMW members Pat Van-
diver, JoEllen Vause, Margot Kelley, Sandi Ross, Doris 
Dion, Joyce Lantz, Carol Plum and Kay Cull. Workers 
were Pat and Pete Erickson, Sally Plath, Phyllis Melenas,  
Arlene Adden and Bronwyn Geddes. 
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July 8-15  Sr. High Workcamp— 
   Belleville, IL 
July 9 and 16  School Supply Drive—Pick up  
   supply list 
July 12   Summer Book Study begins 
July 29   Family Day Camp at  
   Camp Reynoldswood  
August 3-5  Jr. High Workcamp 
August 6  Ice Cream Social 
August 24  Worship Arts Open House 
September 10  Rally Day/Third Grade Bibles 
   Confirmation 
October 7  Tender Loving Crafts 
October 8  Fall Bash 
October 20-21  Jr. High Fall Retreat 
November 5  All Saints Sunday 
November 20  Thanksgiving Baskets 

A Fresh Take… 

The Youth Perspective  
By Miriam Safford 

The week of June 12-16 was Christ UMC’s 
VBS week and I had the privilege of serving along-
side many of my peers. The week’s theme was Heroes 
and that Christians are God’s heroes. It was really 
exciting to see so many kids get excited about learn-
ing about God, but also engage in different activities. 
They sang and danced, made crafts, did science pro-
jects, and played lots of games. Throughout the 
whole week it was so joyful to see how the kids grew. 
Not only did they grow in their familiarity with the 
church and the leaders, they grew in their knowledge 
and interest in God. On the last day during games, 
the kids played “Yes, No, Maybe” and almost all of 
them said they enjoyed learning new Bible stories 
every day.  Many of them gave examples of their  
favorite story they learned.  

It was very inspiring for me to see such purity and 
innocence in these kids. All of their energy was focused on 
the week and what they were going to learn and the games 
they were going to play. I think many people can learn that 
lesson of maintaining purity, especially when it comes to a 
relationship with God. The idea of having purity as a young 
adult and older can be kind of laughable as people find out 
what the real world can be like. Yet, maintaining a kind of 
child-like purity in how we go out each day just to love God 
and love others can be a valuable lesson to learn from these 
kids. The week was very mind-opening and I’m very thank-
ful to have served these kids. 

 
"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God."   

Matthew 5:8 (NIV) 

Save the Date: Ice Cream Social  
Sunday, August 6, 2:00-4:00 pm 

 at Our Master’s Center 
 To celebrate the continuing success of the “Ditch 
the Debt, Grow Our Ministries” capital campaign, we will 
be holding an ice cream social at Our Master’s Center. 
 Kroozin’ Kooler will provide the yummy frozen 
treats.    This event is free so come and enjoy fellowship 
and fun with your family and friends.  

Volunteer Landscape  
Coordinator Needed 

 Jack Schroder has decided it’s time to transition 
his responsibilities for flower and garden care at the 
church.  To that end, he is looking for someone to train 
and mentor. 
 Jack has done a GREAT job recruiting volun-
teers for different sections of the flower garden areas, 
flower beds and hedge trimming needs.  There are two 
times a year (Fall and Spring) that he recruits all interest-
ed “gardeners” and cleanup crews to start each season—
usually a Saturday morning event. 
 If you have interest in this area, like to be out-
doors and seek other friendly gardeners, please contact 
Cliff Gillette at 815-399-5910. 
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 Getting to Know You:  Leon Saul 

By Don Black 

Check out our website: 

www.christumc.cc 

( Leon Saul continued on page 8) 

 “I took one year off 
for a work camp at our 
house, remodeling the kitch-
en last year” he said. 
   Leon was raised on 
a farm in Wauseon, Ohio. 
He’s the third of four chil-
dren, with an older brother 
and sister and a younger 
brother. 
   His father was a 
grain and egg production 
farmer – with about 5,000 
chickens. That may sound like a lot of clucking, but he 
said some of today’s chicken farms have over 5 million 
birds. His family was involved in 4-H, so Leon had  
projects in pigs and beef cattle. 
   Leon recalled that the family took camping 
trips “all across the United States,” in a pickup truck 
camper. “I especially remember one on the West Coast, 
from California into Canada,” he said. 

   Leon Saul of Christ United Methodist Church 
has been working on airplanes for many years, as an  
engineer at Sundstrand, just as he predicted as a boy. His 
fourth-grade teacher asked the class what they would 
like to be when they grow up.  “Work on airplanes,” 
wrote the youngster, who also became a pilot when he 
grew up. 
   Both the engineering degree and pilot’s license 
were earned at Ohio State University. 
   It’s nice to have an engineer with experience in 
construction when it comes to church work camps. “I’ve 
been on 10 or 11 work camps,” Leon recalled during an 
interview. 
   “I joined Patty and Laura’s work camp to Broad-
lands (Illinois) with Nate and Mark, and have continued 
on since,” Leon said. 
   The late Rev. Patty Anderson and youth direc-
tor Laura Widstrom started the work camps when Leon 
and Jill’s sons, Nate and Mark, were in the youth pro-
gram. Nate and Mark got Leon involved in work camp. 
“Jill got a week’s vacation with us gone,” he chuckled.  
Leon said it was enjoyable because “you knew a lot of the 
boys’ friends.” 



The mission donations at VBS this year went to Motherhouse Crisis Nursery, which provides both immediate  
help as well as longer term intervention/prevention and family support to help stabilize the family. Central 
 to the program is crisis child care, which provides a safe haven for children when their families are unable  

to care for them due to an emergency. Over the course of VBS week, the children collected 644 items  
for Motherhouse Crisis Nursery and delivered them on Friday, June 16. 



VBS—June 12-16, 2017 
More than 110 children registered for this year’s Vacation Bible School, “Hero Central: Discover Your Strength in 

God.” Thanks to the many leaders and volunteers, it was a great week for everyone. 

 
 

A Wing and A Prayer Dixieland Orchestra led worship at all three services on June 4 at Alpine Center as we  
celebrated the meaning and spirit of Pentecost, New Orleans style.   

The orchestra accompanied the Sunday School children singing “This Little Light of Mine.”  


