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Christians are loving and giving people, many following 
the blueprint clearly laid before them in the 25th chapter 
of Matthew: 
 
“For I was hungry and you gave me food. I was thirsty and 
you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you wel-
comed me. I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick 
and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 
Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that 
we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you 
something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a 
stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 
And when was it that we saw you sick or 
in prison and visited you?’ And the king 
will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as 
you did it to one of the least of these who 
are members of my family, you did it to 
me.’ ” 
 
But, more often than not, the help pro-
vided by modern-day churchgoers is 
not food, drink, clothing or care but 
maybe a few dollars to strangers 
trolling the parking lots or actually 
entering the church buildings with 
good stories and hands out. 
 
It’s tough to say “no,” especially when the stories tug at 
your heart – or when you think of the example of Jesus. 
 
Nonetheless, the word “no” is exactly what the leader-
ship of CUMC want the congregation to say – followed 
by a referral to One Body Collaboratives, a local organi-
zation that partners with about 90 churches to get people 
in need “into the game.” 
 

“One Body makes sure that the people we’re helping actu-
ally get help,” Pastor Dee Mede says, “rather than just 
throwing money at their problems.” 
 
“We want people to be compassionate and kind to those in 
need,” adds Linda Kuntz, congregational care administra-
tor, “but giving money to the people is not helping them 
or the church.” 
 
Generous CUMC members can put the church “on the 
list,” attracting others looking for money and possibly  
creating an unsafe situation for staff members who work 

in the Alpine Center offices, where no 
cash is kept on hand. 
 
The better response, Kuntz says, is a 
referral to One Body. 
 
Formerly called Love INC,  One Body 
works “to rebuild lives and transform 
communities by fostering collective ac-
tion among church and community  
resources.” 
 
Its partnerships “free the church to be 
the church – meeting people, getting to 

know them more deeply, praying with them, and walking 
with them in their journey to engage more deeply with 
God and His people.” 
 
Volunteers in the “clearinghouse” operation investigate 
the stories of people who go there for help; if the needs are 
legitimate – unpaid bills or rent, for example – those  
requests are sent to the willing churches, which submit  
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“Jesus said to him, ‘Go and do likewise’” (Luke 10:37b). 
“There is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the bet-
ter part.” (Luke 10:42). 
 

Action and Contemplation in Summertime 
 
In preparation for preaching on the story of Martha and 
Mary in Luke, I’ve been thinking a lot about the false di-
chotomy between action and contemplation.  For too 
long, the story of Mary and Martha has been treated as 
an allegory, with Mary representing a life of calm listen-
ing, while Martha represents a life of action and hubbub.  
People have often oversimplified the story, showing it as 
an example of why it’s better to be contemplative in our 
faith than to be active in our faith. 
 
This argument falls apart, though, when one looks over 
the context in Luke.  The story immediately before the 
story of Martha and Mary is the Parable of the Good  
Samaritan.  Jesus makes it clear that the good neighbor is 
the one who helped—actively—the one who had been 
beaten up and left by the side of the road.  When someone 
is physically suffering, stopping and caring for that per-
son is the best way to live one’s faith. 
 
Can we acknowledge, then, that sometimes our best devo-
tion is to be still and listen and other times our best devo-
tion is to serve others?  Given this desire to find the right 
rhythm of action and contemplation, how do we enjoy 
these summer months? 
 
Summer is a good time to…read a book that gives you 
pleasure and reconnects you to your soul.  It’s a good 
time to give yourself space to dream and listen for God.  
It’s amazing what I hear when I make space for reverie—
whether lying on the couch or walking through Anderson 
Japanese Gardens or walking my dog.  It is beautiful to 
do devotional reading while I look outside and see the 

A Word from the Senior Pastor 

lush greenness of the trees, the spreading hostas, the iris-
es, a bird flying by.  I read scripture and ruminate on it, 
letting it soak into my soul.  All of these are beautiful, 
summertime ways to be present to God. 
 
But summer is also a good time to…serve in a different 
way.  It’s a great time to help with Work Camp or serve 
at a soup kitchen or think about volunteering as a tutor in 
the Rockford Public Schools.  It’s a great time to organize 
a block party and introduce yourself to your neighbors.  
It’s a great time to invite a friend or neighbor to church.  
It’s a great time to provide some yard work for an older 
adult who could use some help—or provide a meal for 
someone who is dealing with illness or loss. 
 
My tendency is to burden myself with too many expecta-
tions—to expect myself to be both highly active and 
highly contemplative in the same summer.  Then I get to 
the end of the summer, and I feel disappointed by all that 
I didn’t do.  I would be so much happier to choose one or 
two things I’d like to accomplish over the time—and one 
or two times/situations in which to do absolutely  
nothing. 
 
Mary did the right thing in sitting at Jesus’ feet when 
Jesus was before her.  Martha did the right thing in 
providing hospitality for Jesus and his disciples; where 
she messed up was in trying to turn Jesus against Mary 
in Martha’s own frustration.  Let’s take this summer to 
let go of impossible expectations of ourselves and others.  
Let’s take this summer to enjoy serving Jesus—by sitting 
and listening or by serving our neighbor. 
 
Yours in Christ, 

  Jane 

Journey with Jane 



Alpine Center 
(MAILING ADDRESS FOR  

BOTH CENTERS): 
4509 Highcrest Road 
Rockford, Il  61107 

Phone:  815-399-5910 
Office Hours: Monday—Friday 

8:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday Worship Services 
Blended Worship Services: 

8:00 and 9:30 a.m. 
     Celebration Service:  

11:00 a.m. 

Our Master’s Center 
5973 Darlene Drive 
Rockford, Il  61109 

Phone: (815)399-5910 
   

Sunday Worship Service 
9:30 a.m. Child care is available 

Rev. Jane Eesley, Sr. Pastor 
jeesley@christumc.cc 

Rev. Deanna Mede, Assoc. Pastor 
dmede@christumc.cc 

Rev. Scott Himel, Assoc. Pastor 
shimel@christumc.cc 
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The Flame is a monthly publication of 
Christ United Methodist Church,  
available by mail or online at 
www.christumc.cc. 
Editor—Linda Kuntz 
Features Writers—Don Black,  
Mark McGowan, Beth A. Palm 
Contributing Photographer— 
Joe Whinnery 
Director of  Worship Arts—Jody 
Warren 

Christ UMC Facebook Pages 
Christ United Methodist Church page 

https://www.facebook.com/cumcrockford/?fref=ts 
Christ UMC Children’s and Family Ministries page 

https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry/?fref=ts 
Christ UMC Student Ministries page 

https://www.facebook.com/studentministriescumc/  

Check out our website at: 
www.christumc.cc 

 
 
 
 

CUMC Outreach School Supply Drive 
School starts earlier this year so it’s time  

to fill those backpacks!  
 

Here’s how it works: 

 Pick up a school supply list in the Fellowship Hall on  July 10 or 17 

 Shop, Shop, Shop 

 Turn in a backpack full of brand new school tools, any time before or on July 24 at church 
(either location). 

 Monetary donations are also welcome.  
 

Last year we supplied around 80 students with the needed supplies.  
We also donated over $400.00 in supplies to the  
Rockford Public School Homeless Department.  

 
Questions? Call Mary Gummow at 815 494-8679 

https://www.facebook.com/cumcrockford/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/studentministriescumc/
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CUMC Senior Fellowship Group 
Friday,  July 15, at Noon 

Dining Room, Alpine Center 
  Come and join this group for those who are age 
65 or better for a wonderful homemade lunch and  
fellowship with your friends.  We will have a program by 
Oak Street Health about a new option for healthcare for 
those on Medicare.  
 
Please call the church office at 815-399-5910 to make your 
reservation by Monday, July 11.  Please join us!      

 

WOWS  
Widows Or Widowers and Singles 

Open to all single women  
age 65 and over 

 
In July: 

    In July, the WOWS will have lunch at Mary's Restau-
rant, 4431 East State, at  12:30, on Tuesday, July 19.  
For reservations, please contact Nancy Vogel at (815) 
633-6894 or nancylovespark@aol.com.  Donations for 
our shelter ministries would be appreciated. 

 
In August: 

We will be going to White Pines on Tuesday, August 
23.  We will be leaving the Alpine parking lot no later 
than 10:30 a.m. and return at approximately 4:30 pm.  
Hope to see you there. Call Carol at 815-399-1291 with 
any questions.  

Fellowship News; UMW News 

Scrapbooking/Stamping is scheduled  
 Join us on Saturday, July 16, from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. in the Alpine Dining Room.  Stay for all day or 
just a half day - whatever fits your schedule.  Not every-
one in our group scrapbooks.  Some are stamping or 
working on other projects so join us for a fun day of 
crafting!  If children will be joining us, it's requested they 
be at least middle school age.   
  We’ll enjoy brats, chips and a drink from Alpine 
Kiwanis’ annual Brat Days at Edgebrook on this Satur-
day.  Tickets purchased (on your own) in advance are $6, 
otherwise $7 on Saturday, 7/16.  Please bring a snack to 
share and any other beverages. Hope to see you on July 
16.   If you have questions, call Mary Hicks at  
815-742-1136 

Greeting Cards at Alpine Center  

    Cards will be on sale in Fellowship Hall on  
July 10 and July 24. These cards are recycled from 
cards donated to us and sell for 75 cents each.  Pro-
ceeds go to UMW mission projects.  Please stop by  
and see what we have to offer.  

 

Out to Lunch Bunch    
Thursday, July 28  at 12:30 pm     

At Lone Star Steakhouse  
On E. State Street near Hobby Lobby 

 
Hostess this month is Donna Kirk    

Call Donna at  815 633 8056  or email   
  jeffreyt_kirk_853@comcast.net  

for reservations. 

Ministry Opportunities 
Would you like to serve in one of the areas of  Welcom-
ing Ministry?  There are opportunities to serve as greet-
ers, ushers, or as a coffee hour host.  If so, please email 
gaylegeorge@christumc.cc. 

July Movie Night--July 22 
The Blue Butterfly 

  
    Here's a beautiful summertime adventure drama filmed 
in the Costa Rican jungles.   Based on a true story, The 
Blue Butterfly (2004; PG) is about a 10-year-old boy diag-
nosed with a terminal illness.  William Hurt plays the 
entomologist who befriends the child.   
 Watch the movie on the big screen in the Alpine 
Center Sacred Grounds coffee house.  We'll gather at 
6:15 p.m. on Friday, July 22, for snacks and conversa-
tion.  The movie starts at 6:30.  A discussion follows.  We 
finish by 9:30.  Movie nights are on fourth Friday eve-
nings and are free.  Children and grandchildren are wel-
come to join us at the discretion of parents and grandpar-
ents. 

mailto:nancylovespark@aol.com
mailto:jeffreyt_kirk_853@comcast.net
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those payments to the landlords or utilities on behalf of the 
people in need.  
 
CUMC staff do not have the time or resources to verify the 
stories – for example, money is needed for bus fare or grocer-
ies for an ailing grandmother – which makes One Body an  
excellent partner. 
 
“They don’t pay the money directly to the people,” Kuntz says. 
“It’s a good system.” 
 
Meanwhile, One Body provides its clients with opportunities 
to improve themselves and get on their feet. 
 
“If you give a man a fish, and you’ll feed him for a day,” Mede 
says. “Teach a man to fish, and you’ll feed him for a lifetime.” 
 
According to its website: 
 One Body operates a phone ministry and resource 
clearinghouse. They are staffed with volunteers from local 
churches five days a week.  Callers are referred by churches, 
ministries, agencies, friends and neighbors. One Body will then 
validate the need, and match appropriate resources with caller 
needs  
 One Body helps to identify resource gaps in the com-
munity, and then works to engage and equip local churches 
and centers of faith to provide those resources.  This helps to 
fill in the gaps of community care with much needed specific 
and manageable responses. These additional community 
resources are then mobilized and coordinated through the  
One Body Clearinghouse. 
 
 Volunteers, mentors and donations are welcome. For 
more information, visit http://
www.onebodycollaboratives.org/ or call (815) 282-4654. 

An Update from the Finance Team 
 As we near the midway point of 2016, the 
finance team would like to take this opportunity to 
update everyone on the church’s financial situation. 
First, the positive, the “Ditch the Debt, Grow the 
Ministry” capital campaign has been a huge success.  
The campaign has paid off the mortgages of both 
parsonages, and has allowed for the hiring of both 
Joy Hayag as the full-time director of Children and 
Family Ministries, and Emily Muserallo as the Di-
rector of Communications.   
 The successes, however, do not come with-
out challenges. Year to date giving to the operating 
budget has been below budget for the year.  Giving 
to date is about $50,000 behind budget and quite a 
bit behind last year’s giving levels. We have been 
able  to manage operating costs, but have done so by 
deferring some projects that will need to be per-
formed in the second half of the year. The finance 
team would like to thank everyone for their support 
of the capital campaign, and encourage everyone in 
their faithful stewardship, especially focusing on the 
operating fund,  as we move through these busy 
summer months. 

Lemonade for Tyler! 
  
Cool off with some lemonade every Sunday in July 
(minus July 3rd) at both CUMC worship centers! 
We’re going to stay cool and help our good friend 
Tyler Levine beat cancer! 
 All proceeds from the lemonade stand will 
be donated to Tough for Tyler. Look for the deco-
rated lemonade stands each Sunday: July 10, 17, 
24 and 31 before the 9:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. ser-
vices only. Want to help manage the lemonade 
stand one Sunday? Email Joy Hayag at  
jhayag@christumc.cc.  

 
Did You Know CUMC  is On Facebook?  

 
“Like” our various CUMC Facebook pages and stay up to date 
with our events, articles and various ministries offered at CUMC!  

 
Christ United Methodist Church page 

https://www.facebook.com/cumcrockford/?fref=ts 
 

Christ UMC Children’s and Family Ministries page 
https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry/?

fref=ts 
 

Christ UMC Student Ministries page 
https://www.facebook.com/studentministriescumc/  

 

(Doing Good by Saying ‘No’ continued from page 1) 
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A Fresh Take… 

The Youth Perspective 
By  Katie Childs 

 Graduation season has come and gone, and with it the grand migration of another set of youthful souls mov-
ing into adulthood. This season is always one of bittersweet emotions that occupy the hearts of parents, teachers, 
and friends. Each year of high school, I have participated in my school’s graduation ceremony along with the rest of 
my choir. Each year I’ve watched a hundred or so young people walk across the stage and complete the transition to 
life’s next adventure. But it wasn’t until this year that I felt a deep sadness growing within me during the months 
leading up to the big day. Not because I was the one leaving (I still have one more year), but because I knew I’d be 
losing a group of the most impactful, supportive people I’ve ever called my friends. This group of seniors had influ-
enced me more than any peers ever have. I found my closest friends in this group. I found sturdy and loving rela-
tionships. And it broke my heart to realize I would never again be able to say hi to them in the halls, or greet them 
at their lockers in the morning, or enjoy bountiful laughs with them during lunch…But despite my sorrow, I am 
immensely proud of all that my graduated friends have accomplished, and I know they will go on to do amazing 
things on the journey God has planned for them. I will pray for each of them, in the hope that they may find true 
excitement and joy next fall, wherever they may be.  
 In our times of despondent realization or deep apprehension, we have to remember that God is there, and he 
understands what we’re going through. Jesus himself dreaded being crucified, just as we dread various sacrifices we 
have to make or events we must endure. And Jesus cared for his friends deeply, so he can relate when we’re lonely or 
missing someone. These simple concepts can help us get through day-to-day trifles. I look to these reassurances 
when I worry about my upcoming school year that will be void of the faces I’ve grown so accustomed to.  
 

Job Opening at Christ UMC Preschool 
Christ United Methodist Church Preschool is looking to hire an early child-
hood teacher for the 2016-2017 school year. Associates Degree  
preferred, but potential candidates must have a minimum of one year expe-
rience in a licensed facility and 30 semester hours of credits from accredited 
college or CDA. This is a full time position with benefits, paid holidays and 
two weeks paid vacation. Please contact us at 815-398-1458 or email  
resume to preschool@christumc.cc 

Tender Loving Crafts Update  
Volunteer Opportunities for 2016 TLC 

 
Are you available Saturday, October 15 , 2016 to volunteer and take part in this year’s Tender Loving Crafts Sale? 
We have volunteer spots available that will perfectly fit your personality. Call Deb Laskey at 815-979-8555 to join 
the TLC volunteer team.  

 
TLC Bake Sale  

We all like homemade sweet treats and what better place to get them than TLC?! We would greatly appreciate those 
delicious treats again this year! More details to follow.  

 
TLC Upscale Resale Booth 

Ready to clear your closets of clutter? Be sure to save your better, unwanted items for the TLC Upscale Resale booth. 
We’ll begin collecting these fabulous items in September!  

mailto:preschool@christumc.cc
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 From the Funeral Lunch Committee 
    On May 21st, family and friends came together to 
celebrate the life of Ken Kortemeier, who touched so 
many lives.  Thanks to the women of the church who 
contributed to a luncheon served on this day.  Thank 
you to those who set up and served or brought salads or 
dessert bars. Your on-going help is so appreciated! 

 From Sully Sullivan and family 
We would like to belatedly express our great gratitude to 
all our friends from both congregations for 'get well 
wishes', flowers, food, and visits at the hospitals, rehabs, 
and at home, during the long illness and eventual passing 
of our dearest Athalea 'Lee', wife, mother, grandmother, 
& great-grandmother.  We wish to especially thank Pas-
tor Dee, who was there when Lee finally decided to 'fight 
no longer.' Special thanks to the women of Our Master’s 
who prepared and served the memorial luncheon, and 
finally thanks to anyone whom we have failed to mention-
-and thanks be to God!          

 From Phoebe Trias, Ruby Laroco,  
Mabel Paraggua, Hazel O’Quinn 
Our deepest gratitude for your prayers, cards, words of 
comfort and expressions of sympathy and support in this 
time of our bereavement on the death of our mother. 

 From Rockford MELD 
On behalf of Rockford MELD, we would like to thank 
you for your generous donation of baby items, supplies 
and money from the MELD baby shower.  Your support 
of MELD is truly appreciated.  Our goal at MELD is to 
make a difference in the lives of many families right here 
in our community.  With the continued support of con-
tributions to our agency, we can assist many young par-
ents and families. 

Meet Our Summer Intern:  Josh Hayag 

Hello to everyone, my name is Josh Hayag. I have been really blessed to be-
come the church’s youth intern for this summer. I am 19 years old and will be a 
sophomore this upcoming school year. I attend Olivet Nazarene University and 
am currently majoring in Computer Science.  I aspire to use my degree to em-
power people with the use of technology. I see it as a responsibility to use what 
I know to benefit others.  

 My siblings and I have been active in the church since we were little. 
Being pastor’s kids, we have moved from church to church since I could remem-
ber back when we were in the Philippines. When our family first arrived here in 
the States about seven years ago, we were initially staff members of the outdoor 
campus in Reynoldswood in Dixon, Illinois. The United Methodist Church was 
a major part of our coming here. Since then, I have used my talents and gifts for 
ministry, along with my parents and siblings, as we gradually adjusted to the 
American culture.  

 I have kept my passion for music as I have grown over these years. Music has really been a great motivator 
for me and a way for me to express myself. It is through praise and worship that I please Him. At the same time, 
being in fellowship with fellow musicians is a great way to commune and minister to them, and I just enjoy being 
surrounded by people with whom I share interests and goals. That is why even to this day I still play in a marching 
band because they provide you with community and warmth, which is especially important for a college student 
who is away from home. I also enjoy having jam sessions, whether playing guitar, piano, drum set, or just singing 
along. Making music and writing songs is just a pastime of mine.  

 I am hoping that through the experience of this internship I can see new things about myself through the 
interactions I have with other people of this community. I am challenging myself to broaden my horizon and leave 
my comfort zone a little bit as I navigate through this summer season. I am also truly grateful for the leaders and 
Jenny Thomas for selecting me as their man.  Engaging and contributing to a church like this is a way for me to 
mature my faith and to grow as a better person.    



Sully Sullivan,  continued from back page 

   His best duty was in Hawaii, he says, where he 
worked 15 months – of his six years – for an admiral. 
He billeted at a Pearl Harbor submarine base, where “they 
had the best food in the Navy.”  Discharged in June 1950, 
Sully joined the Navy Reserve.  “The North Koreans 
crossed the 38th Parallel 13 days later (into South Korea) to 
begin the war,” he said. 
   Six months later Sully enrolled at Southern Illinois 
University, where he met Athalea Lee in December.  In 
April 1951 he received orders to report to active duty. 
“That’s when I proposed to her,” he said. They had known 
each other eight months before being married in August. 
   By September he was assigned to the Naval Re-
ceiving Station at Norfolk, Virginia., where he shipped  
soldiers out, some to Korean waters.  Lee 
joined Sully two months later and 
worked in Civil Service at the naval base 
until they returned to Illinois in January 
1953. 
   He returned to SIU, to graduate 
in 1955 with a bachelor’s degree, majoring in math and  
minoring in physics and English literature.  He started 
teaching at Effingham, where he stayed four years and  
commuted to the University of Illinois to earn a master’s 
degree in education administration in1957. 
   Next he was a high school principal in Girard for 
four years, after which he came to Rockford as a teacher. 
The family, now including Gary, Robert and Dianne, came 
to Rockford in 1963. Sully taught math and physics at Lin-
coln Junior High School for four years, before going to East 
High School where he taught math for 18 years.  He retired 
in 1984.  Soon afterward, he had his first heart attack, and 
has been battling heart problems since. 
   The National Science Foundation offered financial 
support for teachers schooling in math and physics, after 
the Russians launched Sputnik in 1961.  So, he went to the 
University of Missouri at Rolla to earn in 1965 another 
master’s degree in math and science. 
   Their son Gary now lives near Seattle. Their son 
Robert of Roscoe owns Body Dynamics Fitness in Loves 
Park.  Their daughter Aine Calgaro lives at Madison.  Sully 
has six grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. 
   While recovering from a heart attack, he worked 
nine years for the state in the Medicaid Department of 
Winnebago County Public Aid (now Human Resources).  
 He’s been a Presbyterian most of his life. Because 
his father, a coal miner, often worked third shift and missed 
church,  Sully went with  high school classmates to other 
churches. 

 When Lee and Sully came to Rockford, they 
attended Third Presbyterian Church on the west side.  
Later they moved and attended Charles St. Presbyteri-
an, which closed – it’s now First Baptist Church.  For 
several years, they attended Riverside Community 
Church in Loves Park, where a former student of Sul-
ly’s was pastor.  Later, they were invited by Ben and 
Jo Mohrmann to attend Our Master’s. “We came a 
couple of years before the merger, when Rev. Wang 
was still here,” Sully said.  They joined Christ UMC in 
2012 and attended Our Master’s Center. 
   Ben and Sully were singing in the Rockford 
Barbershop Chorus, where Sully, who has been a 
member 23 years, still attends. 

  For a couple of years, he and 
Lee attended the 9:30 a.m. Thursday 
Bible Study at Our Master’s. 
  Sully enjoys reading and 
both he and Lee wrote and published 
poetry.  His published poem is 

“Candle of Life.” Hers is “They’re Here,” about angels.  
“I still have hundreds of her poems,” Sully said. “My 
children and I are thinking about publishing them in a 
book.” 
   Sully flew a general aviation Cessna land 
plane until 1976. Lee bought him the lessons, he re-
called.  “I’d teach all day, then go flying,” he said. “It 
was the most relaxing thing.”  However, a P-38 fight-
er from WWII is his favorite aircraft.  “I taught an 
aviation class at East High School, and several of my 
11 students continued in aviation upon graduation,” 
Sully said.  “However,” he pointed out, “the second 
semester the board of education didn’t approve a class 
of less than 16 – so much for my aviation class.” 
   Sully has a beta fish named Rainbow and the 
urn with Lee’s cremains on the mantel above the fire-
place.  He says he talks to both of them – “and God the 
Father” – every morning and at bedtime. Sometimes 
when he forgets something, like many senior citizens, 
he believes, “Lee leads me to whatever I forgot.” 
   “I miss her terribly after almost 65 years  
together,” he said, “but I’m hanging in there and  
taking one day at a time.” 
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 Kerry first came to Christ UMC in 1995 when 
she and her husband Maurice relocated to Rockford 
from Chicago. Kerry knew a childhood friend was liv-
ing somewhere in Rockford but had lost touch with 
her during her college years. The first time they visit-
ed Christ UMC at Alpine,  it just so happened her 
friend was singing in the choir!  
 Kerry said having a friend as a member wasn't 
the only influence on their decision to call Christ 
UMC home. The music made an impact. Kerry said, “I 
come from a Methodist background so the 'old stuff' 
speaks to me but so does contemporary music. CUMC 
has always had a nice mix of both.” Kerry also says the 
fellowship is an important part of the church. The 
people have always been welcoming and have made 
her and her family feel at home. Kerry and Maurice 
have two children, Keldon who will be a sophomore at 
Northwestern University in the fall and Karissa who 
will be in 8th grade at Rockford Christian School. 
 When asked how she likes to live out her faith 
Kerry replied that in the past she has enjoyed being 
involved with the outreach committee, a Mom's circle, 
and being the usher coordinator for the 11:00 a.m. 
service. She currently serves on the leadership team. 
She also helps the UMW by selling cards on a few 
Sundays a year.  
 Another way Kerry lives out her faith is shar-
ing song lyrics with people to encourage them. Some-
times she hears something on a KLOVE Christian 
radio station and the lyrics bring to mind someone 
who is going through a tough time. She will look up 

Kerry Lin 

the lyrics on the 
station's website and 
email them and 
some words of en-
couragement to the 
person on her mind. 
She responds when 
led to share the mes-
sage she hears in the 
music.   
 Some experiences that have shaped Kerry's faith 
have been the time she worked on the outreach commit-
tee as well as two women's retreats she attended. They 
provided time to share with women, relax, get to know 
one another, learn and be inspired from the speakers. 
 Through the years, CUMC's pastors have in-
spired her faith. She shared, “They have all been differ-
ent, but have guided this church on all our faith jour-
neys.” She said we have had many powerful pastors who 
have been authentic and taught us that our church is an 
authentic place to be. The time of sharing our joys and 
concerns during Sunday worship is particularly meaning-
ful to Kerry because it allows us into each others' lives 
where the real parts of life are happening. We know each 
other's stories. We don't have to be perfect to come to 
church. We are not that kind of place. Kerry appreciates 
that the pastors communicate that message and we are a 
loving and welcoming congregation where you can come 
as you are. 

       

   By: Beth A. Palm 

Rainbow Covenant Giving  
 

Our coins for Rainbow Covenant mission giving each Sunday in July will go to 
Tree of Life Ministry, Pierre, South Dakota.  The ministry with Lakota 
Native Americans addresses needs on the Rosebud and Pine Ridge reservations. 

 provides clothing, blankets and house furnishings 

 food pantry and free hot meal programs 

 repairs to substandard homes 

 supports local teachers 
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O worship the King, all glorious 
above, 
O gratefully sing His power and 
His love, 
Our Shield and Defender, the An-
cient of Days, 
Pavilioned in splendor, and girded 
with praise. 
 
O tell of His might, O sing of His 
grace, 
Whose robe is the light, whose 
canopy space: 
His chariots of wrath, the deep 
thunderclouds form, 

 Sir Robert Grant was acquainted 
with kings.  His father was a member of the 
English Parliament and later became chair-
man of the East India Company.  Following 
in his father’s footsteps, young Grant was 
elected to Parliament and then also became a 
director of the East India Company.  In 1834 
he was appointed governor of Bombay and in 
that position he became greatly loved.  A 
medical college in India was named in his 
honor. 
 This hymn by Grant is based on 
Psalm 104, a psalm of praise.   

Getting to Know Hymn 
“O Worship the King” 

Sir Robert Grant (1779-1838) 

Taken with permission from  
The One Year Great Songs 

 of Faith,  

And dark is His path on the 
wings of the storm. 
 
The earth with its store of won-
ders, untold, 
Almighty, Thy power hath 
founded of old, 
Hath stablished it fast by a 
changeless decree. 
And found it hath cast, like a 
mantle, the sea. 

 
Job Opening: 

Choir Director/Handbell Choir Director 
 

 
Christ United Methodist Church, a 1600 member church in NE Rockford, is seeking a part-time director(s) for an 
adult choir that sings two Sundays a month and/or a handbell choir that plays once a month during the school year.  
In addition, our second worship center is seeking a part time director for an adult choir that sings three times a 
month during the school year.  These positions can be filled by one, two, or three people.  Opportunities for directing 
summer choirs are available.  Candidate must be able to work as part of a team, choose music from a variety of musi-
cal styles.  Experience directing choirs and choosing worship music required.  Candidates will be asked to prepare 
and teach music to the choirs as part of an audition.  Preference will be given to candidates with piano proficiency.  
Candidates should possess a background in a variety of worship music genres, skill to lead musical groups with  
willingness to learn.  
 
Interested candidates should submit a resume and any  
questions to info@christumc.cc. The job description is  
available on our website at www.christumc.cc. 
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  SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE 

 

8:00  a.m. Nursery Child Care is  available at the Nursery Room 

         No Sunday School at this worship hour 

 

9:30 a.m. Worship Hour Alpine Center 

 Infants and Toddlers: Nursery Room 

 All children begin in the Sanctuary and are dismissed 

after Children's Message (except on the first Sunday 

of the month) 

 Pre-School(4)-5th Grade—Lower Level Sunday School 

Rooms.* 

Every first Sunday of the month*  Kindergarten-5th grade 

children at the 9:30 am Alpine worship center will begin 

downstairs.  We will all come up together to take  

communion  and go back to their SS rooms. 

9:30 a.m. Worship Hour OMC 

Infants: Nursery 

 Pre-School-Kindergarten: Nursery 

      1st-6th Grade:  Begin in Sanctuary,  

dismissed downstairs for Sunday School 

following the Children’s Message 

 

11:00 a.m. Worship Hour Alpine Center 

 Infants and Toddlers: Nursery Room 

     All children begin in Sanctuary and are dismissed  

        after Children's Message. 

     Pre-School(4)-5th Grade—Lower Level Sunday 

School Rooms. 

Note:  Communion is every Sunday for the children  

Hello,  

 
Our VBS 2016 was a blast. We had  a total of 100 

children who signed up for VBS this year. We want 

to acknowledge everyone- our donors, our ener-

getic youth and adult leaders, our decoration 

team, and our adult volunteers who were always 

there to pitch in for us and  ready to support us 

anytime. We also want to give thanks to our music 

and assembly leaders for their energy in leading 

the children during their singing and dancing time 

in the sanctuary. We also extend a big thank you  

to all the parents who were patient enough to 

bring and wait for their children every day, to our 

beloved pastors for their smiles and energy in wel-

coming all our guests and families, to our church 

staff. Thank you for all your support. Thank you to 

everyone for all your prayers and financial help.  

 

To God be the Glory! 

  Joy 

 

 

Tough for Tyler Lemonade Stands in July 
We will have a fundraiser for Tyler Levine this July. 

Tyler, an almost 8 year old from our congregation,  

is fighting cancer and all proceeds from the lem-

onade stand will go toward his medical bills. 

Please support  us to help Tyler and his family. 

 

Our lemonade stands will be up on Sunday morn-

ings at both Centers, starting July 10. Please stop 

by and have a delicious glass of lemonade! 

 
Calendar 

 
July 3—No Sunday School in celebration of the  

Fourth of July Holiday weekend 

 

July 24—Sunday School Teacher’s training 
 

 

A group of VBS children 
work on an art project 



July 1 
Darlene Beck 
Rylie Hansen 
Yates McLaughlin 
Daniel Scheub 
 
July 2 
Joni Arthur 
Betsy Cook 
Brian Gale 
Kathleen Johnson 
John Noonan 
Kevin Salser 
Sharon Watts 
 
July 3 
Len Hamachek 
Orville Schurr 
Rebecca Warren 
 
July 4 
Brad Auker 
Donald Johnson 
Fran Kneller 
Tom Laughlin 
Ryan Schmitt 
 
July 5 
Grant Anderson 
Lynne Collins 
Jo Hellmich 
Tyler Kerr 
Terry Poffinbarger 
 
July 6 
Allison Dzik 
Jim Mathers 
Beth Palm 
Samantha Paraggua 
Campbell Schrank 
 
July 7 
Emmy Cuyler 
McKenna Kurth 
David Mouri 
Steve Thurston 
 
 
 

July 8 
Braden Hacker 
Bienvenido Hayag 
Amanda Kester 
Kurt McKelvey 
Sara Myers 
Dan Robinson 
Diane Robinson 
Alex Sarver 
 
July 9 
Ben Gibbons 
Matt McKelvey 
Bob Russell 
Martha Shula 
Jolene Unangst 
 
July 10 
Karissa Lynn Steffen 
Ann Witkowski 
 
July 11 
Roger Dawson 
Grace Flora 
Lindsay Peters 
 
July 12 
Adelaide Beaman 
Ashlyn Esgar 
Mildred Hitzeman 
Chase Martin 
Denzil Wynter 
 
July 13 
Mandy Alms 
Megan Hudgin 
Billi Mahurin 
Lynda Moser 
Chris Peters 
Christopher Pomatto 
Eric Russell 
Charisse Stram 
Jean Vitale 
 
July 14 
Nicky Danielson 
Mary Hajek 
Merv Huckstep 
Brendan Johnson 
Ken Johnson 
Al Lashock 
Jodi Miller 
Kylie Parker 
Barb Peterson 
Lisa Truitt 
Jessie Walter 
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July 15 
Emily Dilonardo 
John Foster 
David Meehan 
Phil Meehan 
Cole Schrank 
Grant Shumaker 
 
July 16 
Donni Ege 
Rich Jewell 
Sherry Kobischka 
Tyler Levine  
Abby Lineback 
 
July 17 
Jim Baker 
Kathleen Hayes 
Anthony Moczynski 
 
July 18 
Steve Bruesewitz 
JoAnn Johnson 
Rex Parker 
Wayne Peters 
Ted Plum 
 
July 19 
Susan Baldwin 
Sean Hayes 
Evelyn LaRue 
 
July 20 
Jennifer Bockhop 
Ken Christiansen 
Donald Johnson 
Dennis Priewe 
Lisa Sargent 
Drew Steffen 
Tes Sullivan 
Casey Swindell 
Ian Tasiopoulos 
Pam Wilson 
 
July 21 
Laura Barkley 
Jack Becherer 
Arlene Earleywine 
Pete Gustafson 
Dean Kurth 
Charlie Last 
Lori Leppert 
Collin McKinney 
Ray Porter 
Graham Powell 
Amy Seiler 
Curt Sidener 
Sunny Williams 
 
 
 

July 22 
Alicia Arthur 
Molly Klazura 
Tim Moore 
Adrienne Zehrung 
 
July 23 
Connor Edwards 
Chris Estes 
Mary Jo Frey 
Andy Miner 
Jeff Nowicki 
 
July 24 
Griffin Allen 
Lory Cruden 
Dick Eesley 
Kerthian Gallagher 
Alina Hedberg 
Gene Nelson 
Doug Yeager 
 
July 25 
Joe Busenbark 
Erika Coffer 
Jane Picken 
 
July 26 
Gabrielle Cook 
Brad Powell 
 
July 27 
Curtis Bliss 
Mackenzie Erickson 
Noah Meyer 
 
July 28 
Cliff Gillette 
Becca LaMantia 
Matt LaMantia 
Anna LaMantia 
Jordan Steffen 
 
July 29 
Haley Martin 
Patrick Sullivan 
 
July 30 
Steve Cooper 
Alyssa Lundvall 
Joan McQuinn 
Mike Melenas 
 
July 31 
Carol Clark 
Kari McKelvey 
Jacob Reisetter 
Loretta Woodard 
 

Birthdays 



 

The Church is People 
 
Sympathy to: 
Lane and Sue Martin on the death of Lane’s  
mother 
 
Curt and Lori Leppert on the death of Curt’s  
uncle, Sig Lee 
 
Doris Sackley, Patrick and Paula Sullivan, and 
family on the death of Doris’s husband, and  
Paula’s father,  Paul Sackley 
 
Gene and Betty Nelson on the death of Betty’s 
sister, Ruth 
 
Al and LeeAnn Mowbray on the death of  their 
brother-in-law, David 
 
Melvin Fosler on the death of his wife, Peggy 
 
Dean and Doris Dion on the death of  Doris’s  
sister, Betty 
 

Weddings: 
Denise Freethy and Charles Graneman on June 4 
Victoria Kauchak, granddaughter of  Irv and  
Joanne Stewart, and Andrew Grove on June 25 
 

Congratulations to: 
Rev Megan Smick on her ordination at Annual 
Conference 

 
New Members 
Stephenie Dunbaugh,  Sharon Lowery,  
Shari Williams, and Mark and Sandra Wright 
 

Baptisms 
Lola Cuyler, Emeline Cuyler and Shari Williams 
were baptized on May 22 
 

Birth 
Son, Marc Robert Shanley Kuntz, to Erinn Kuntz, 
on June 13.  Big sister is Ava and grandma is  
Linda Kuntz 
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July 2 
Gayle and Nick Scheuer 
 
July 5 
Brian and Barbara Wicklund 
 
July 8 
Scott and Beth Crane 
Kurt and Geneve Harris 
Michael and Marissa  
      Muldowney                      
 
July 9 
Steve and Jan Hudgin 
 
July 10 
Jim and Judy Chancellor 
Gregg and Pam Herrmann 
Bob and Joyce Reeves 
 
July 11 
Pierce and Rise’ Barker 
Harold and Barb Palm 
Bob and Tawnya Reitsch 
 
July 13 
Jamie and Christy Morgan 
 
July 16 
Barry and Carol Beaman 
John and Joan Noonan 
Ed and Phyllis Smerke 

July 17 
Mark and Heather Page 
 
July 19 
Stephanie and Brad Eller 
Donald and Elaine Johnson 
Raymond and JoMarie Paul 
Jim and Anne Wilson 
 
July 20 
Doug and Pam Shumaker 
 
July 22 
Tom and Kelly Gale 
 
July 26 
Matt and Amy Mayberry 
Jeff and Jan Nowicki 
 
July 27 
Del and Marg Arthur 
Michael and Terry Groncki 
 
July 28 
Steve Davis and Megan Smick 
Brad and Chris Powell 
Nick and Lisa Scribner 
Jim and Lynn Wood 
 
July 29 
Chad and Heather Atkinson 
 
July 31 
George and Jan Edwards 
Don and Jamie Thayer 
 
 

Rev. Megan Smick receives her stole from District Superintendent 
Rev. Dick Wisdom at her ordination during Annual Conference . 
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Stephenie Dunbaugh Sharon Lowery 

Shari Williams 

Mark and Sandra Wright 

The following new members joined our church on May 22, 2016 

The following new members joined our church on June 5, 2016 
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Vacation Bible School “Surf  Shack” 2016 
 
 Last month, Christ UMC held their annual week-
long  Vacation Bible School program. “Surf Shack: Catch 
the Wave of God’s Love”  was nothing short of fantastic! 
This year we were able to offer all VBS attendees FREE 
registration because of the successful capital campaign! 
There were fun times and great memories made by all.  
 
Thanks to the leaders, volunteers and all of those who 
helped behind the scenes to make VBS such a fantastic 
week!  Be sure to check out our website for a VBS 
slideshow! Thanks again for the continued support…our 
ministries are growing! 

 
Save the Date! 

Ice Cream Social at Our Master’s Center 

Sunday, August 7,  
2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.  

 
To celebrate the continuing success of the "Ditch the Debt, Grow Our Ministries" capital campaign, 
we will be holding an ice cream social at Our Master's Center on Sunday, August 7, 2016 from 2:00 
p.m. - 4:00 p.m.   
 
Kroozin' Kooler will provide the yummy frozen treats. Save the date and time 
and bring your appetite!   This event is free so come and enjoy with your family 
and friends! 



The mission donations at VBS this year go to Rock House Kids, a community outreach founded in 1999 by  
Dola Gregory,  which cares for at-risk children in Rockford’s inner city. There is a growing number of at-risk 
children from ages 5 to 18 who are in need of a safe, warm, and nurturing environment.  Our goal at the  
beginning of the week of VBS was to collect 400 items for Rock House Kids.  Over the course of the week, we 
collected a total of 1,648 items! 



VBS—June 20-24, 2016 
We had over 100 children register for this year’s Vacation Bible School, “Surf Shack.”  

Thanks to the many leaders and volunteers, it was a great week for everyone.   

Ta Da Party 
The quilt group’s Ta Da party was held at Alpine Center on Thursday, June 16.  The group  showed the many beautiful 
quilts that have been made this year, in addition to quilts and stories of those who brought quilts for the “bed turning.” 
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 Getting to Know You: Sully Sullivan 

by Don Black 
 

Check out our website: 

www.christumc.cc 

(continued on page 8) 

Washington. “It was great 
just to share stories with 
the vets,” Sully said.  En 
route the caravan toured 
the Air Force Museum in 
Dayton, Ohio. 
   Sully, 88, joined 
the Navy right after high 
school.  He never saw 
combat, but he spent 19 
months in the South Pacif-
ic, serving on Saipan, and 
later on Guam, at the Fleet Weather Central.  Working 
in administration – like Radar on M*A*S*H – he was 
attached to four different units while on Saipan.  “The 
only time I was in imminent danger during my years on 
active duty was on my way home from Guam aboard a 
cargo ship. We came through a typhoon,” he said.  He 
explained that with a cargo shift in the hold, “We could 
have capsized and gone under; however, a good crew 
brought us home safely.” 
 

 Nolan “Sully” Sullivan of Christ United Method-
ist Church went on the VetsRoll trip in May to Wash-
ington, D.C., after two years of having to cancel.  The 
first time was due to recovering from his last heart at-
tack. Last year, the serious illness of his wife, Lee,  kept 
him home. She died in April. 
   About 200 World War II and Korean Era veter-
ans, along with some Vietnam vets, traveled this year to 
the Capital on 10 buses. Accompanying them were 10 
nurses, 10 paramedics and about 25 Volunteer Assis-
tants. Of the 32 vets on his bus, Sully was one of four 
who served prior to the end of WWII. 
   The trip is well documented on VetsRoll.org. In 
its photo gallery, Sully is in the second row, far right of a 
group shot, near the end.  “Any vet who hasn’t been on 
this (VetsRoll) should do it,” he said in an interview. “It’s 
a chance of a lifetime and completely free to vets.” 
   He said the buses got several state police escorts, 
waves from firefighters on bridges, and salutes from  
police officers lined up in towns.  About 100 motorcycles 
met them coming home at the Belvidere Oasis. 
   The trips are provided for “closure, gratitude and 
respect,” as the vets visit the national memorials in 


