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Sign of the Cross, Sign of the Times

CUMC to try something new for Ash Wednesday/Valentine’s Day rarity
By Mark McGowan
For the first time since 1945, Ash Wednesday and Valentine’s Day coincide this year.

They were surprised by people who would see the sign
and come up to them to receive ashes.”

And, in acknowledgment that many Christ United Methodist Church worshippers would like to celebrate the holiday with a romantic dinner or family fun night, the pastors have chosen to cancel the traditional evening service
as well as all regular Wednesday evening programming.

So, while the 7 a.m. worshippers make their way home
or to their jobs, CUMC’s three pastors will dash across
the street to the Edgebrook parking lot to offer ashes to
breakfast customers at Mary’s Market, as well as
at Gray’s IGA and Great Harvest at Highcrest Center.
Those who receive the sign of the cross will be given
small cards with scripture on one side and information
about CUMC on the other.

But chances are good that Pastors Jane Eesley, Scott
Himel and Dee Mede will draw the sign of the cross on
more foreheads than ever that day.
“In a certain way, this year provides a perfect opportunity,” Pastor Jane says. “We had been talking about
offering ashes in a more
informal way or out in the
community.”
Part of her inspiration for a
one-year alternative came
from her time in Naperville, where the church
offered half-hour services
at 7 a.m. Wednesdays during Lent. “People just loved them,” she said. “They could
go to worship before going to work.”
CUMC will open the Alpine Center sanctuary at 7 a.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 14, for a brief service with liturgy, music and the opportunity to receive ashes.
Eesley also is borrowing a Chicago tradition where clergy set up shop at bus and train stations to offer ashes to
harried commuters.
Located next to a “Got Ashes?” sign, those ministers
“were very pleased with how receptive the people were.

The public also is invited to an 11:30 a.m. service at
Wesley Willows, 4141 N. Rockton Ave., where the
CUMC trio will preside. Holy Communion and a homily
are planned in addition to
the imposition of ashes.
Finally, the pastors will
return to the Alpine Center
from 5 to 6 p.m. to offer
curbside, drive-through
ashes outside the door to
the main sanctuary.

“We can serve them through their windows,” Eesley
says, “or they can jump out and get ashes and hugs.”
Despite the revised and experimental schedule, however,
the profound meaning of the day will remain unchanged.
Lent calls Christians to draw closer to Christ and to admit their need for repentance, Eesley says, and “wearing
the ashes is a wonderful opportunity to repent.”

Ash Wednesday (continued on Page 7)
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A Word from the Senior Pastor

Journey with Jane
Breakthrough Prayer Initiative
“Glory to God, who is able to do far beyond all that we could
ask or imagine by his power at work within us.”
(Ephesians 3:20)

Nilson Kibbey spoke of the importance of prayer to the
life of faith, quoting from the noted Scottish missionary
Oswald Chambers:

What does it mean to believe that God can break through
with options, fresh energy, and possibilities beyond our
imagining?

“When a person is born again from above, the life of the
Son of God is born in him, and he can either starve or
nourish that life. Prayer is the way that the life of God in
us is nourished” (Oswald Chambers, My Utmost for His
Highest, entry for April 28).

Too often, we say that we believe that prayer changes
things, but we do not practice what we say. We worry
about things but do not pray about them, or we pray only
about issues of health and personal problems. Although
it’s important to pray about health and personal problems, it’s also important to pray for the church and the
ways God can expand the church’s ministry and outreach.
A team from Christ UMC attended a powerful workshop,
Breakthrough Prayer Initiative, offered by our Northern
Illinois Conference Office of
Congregational Development
and Re-development in November, 2017. Rev. Sue
Nilson Kibbey, clergy in the
West Ohio Annual Conference, has been inviting congregations into a deeper life of
prayer. The Breakthrough
Prayer Initiative encourages
congregations to deepen their
prayer lives, through prayer
for the church and its ministries, trusting that God will
act. Our team—George and
Mary English, Jan Klimek, Kerry Lin, Judy Schultz, and
Pastors Scott, Dee, and I—participated in the workshop,
and our hearts caught fire. We are excited to bring this
initiative to Christ UMC.

Nilson Kibbey asked the provocative question: Are we
feasting on prayer or snacking on prayer?
Breakthrough Prayer includes a variety of types, but today I will offer just a couple of examples. In Breakthrough Prayer, we pray specifically for our church—for
our members but also for our guests—inviting God to
work more powerfully through us. These are prayers not
to benefit ourselves but to offer ourselves to the Holy
Spirit’s leading.
Inspired by this vision, members of the team at both Alpine
and Our Master’s Centers
prayed through the sanctuaries on Sunday, December 24.
Team members went up on
the chancel and prayed for
preacher, liturgist and musicians. We walked through the
sanctuaries, placing our hands
on the pews and seats. It was
a profoundly holy experience.
As I prayed through the sanctuary, sometimes I pictured
people in their regular seats; other times I prayed for
whoever might sit there. I prayed for blessing, for inspiration, for trust in God for the person who would sit in
that pew. Christmas Eve day was indeed a busy day, but
Journey with Jane (Continued on Page 5)
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Committee Members, 2018
Following is a list of the members of the key committees of Christ United Methodist Church for 2018.
If you have questions or need information about these committees, please contact the committee chair.

Leadership Team

Finance Team

Paul Carpenter, Chair

Scott Arthur, Chair

Scott Arthur
Darla Bradle
Paul Carpenter
Jane Eesley
George and Mary English
Melinda Hagerman
Scott Himel
Kerry Lin
Deanna Mede
Judy Schultz
Jim Seigfreid
Frank Sheley
Ed Smerke
Amy Taylor
Ty Unangst
Ken Walker
Carla White-Carpenter
Diane Wilson

Scott Arthur
Jeff Baldwin
Darla Bradle
Paul Carpenter
Frank Dyke
Jane Eesley
Mary English
Mary Hicks
Scott Himel
Jeff Holmertz
Gary Kaufman
Todd Kennedy
Gail Pickering
Robin Roegner
Ed Rounds
Richard Schultz
Jolene Unangst
Sue Van Grove

Staff Parish Team

Trustees

Darla Bradle, Chair

Jim Seigfreid, Chair

John Beachum
Darla Bradle
Sandra Chhatpar
Kay Cull
Jane Eesley
George English
Kris Geddes
Scott Himel
Diane Kirkland
Deanna Mede
Kelley Roach
Joanne Stewart
Ken Walker

Jane Eesley
Rich Fisher
Carol Fleming
Cliff Gillette
Gary Kaufman
Travis King
Eric Mede
Steve Oyler
Ted Plum
Jacki Rodgers
Jim Seigfreid
Sue Tipton

Welcome to Christ United Methodist Church!
Alpine Center
(MAILING ADDRESS FOR
BOTH CENTERS):
4509 Highcrest Road
Rockford, Il 61107
Phone: 815-399-5910
Office Hours: Monday—Friday
8:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.
Sunday Worship Services
Blended Worship Services:
8:00 and 9:30 a.m.
Celebration Service:
11:00 a.m.

Our Master’s Center
5973 Darlene Drive
Rockford, Il 61109
Phone: (815)399-5910
Sunday Worship Service
9:30 a.m. Child care is available
Rev. Jane Eesley, Sr. Pastor
jeesley@christumc.cc
Rev. Scott Himel, Assoc. Pastor
shimel@christumc.cc
Rev. Deanna Mede, Assoc. Pastor
dmede@christumc.cc

Christ UMC Facebook Pages
Christ United Methodist Church page
https://www.facebook.com/cumcrockford
Christ UMC Children’s and Family Ministries page
https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry
Christ UMC Student Ministries page
https://www.facebook.com/studentministriescumc/

The Flame is a monthly publication of
Christ United Methodist Church,
available by mail or online at
www.christumc.cc.
Editor—Linda Kuntz
Features Writers—Don Black,
Mark McGowan, Beth A. Palm,
Contributing Photographer—
Joe Whinnery
Director of Worship Arts—Jody
Warren
Director of Communications—Emily
Muserallo

Check out our website at:
www.christumc.cc
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United Methodist Women News
UMW Circle Schedule

The United Methodist Women invite all women
of the church to their circle meetings. Visitors
are welcome and encouraged! To learn more
about each circle, contact Carla White-Carpenter
at 815-885-3425 Some circles do not meet in the
summer.

Martha Circle
Martha Circle’s February meeting will be held on
Thursday, February 15 at 12;30 pm (please note the
date change) in the Alpine Armstrong Lounge. After
light refreshments and brief business, Audrey Johnson
will present an interesting program for us to enjoy.
Please note the change of date above, bring a friend
and enjoy this meeting.
In March we will have our annual Prayer and SelfDenial offering, and also a program by Arlene Adden
on Women of the Bible. Questions? Please call Wilma
at 815-877-3465 or Donna at 815-877-5381.
Priscilla Circle
The meeting of Priscilla Circle will be Monday,
February 26 at 6:30 pm at Britta Peterson’s home,
1130 Prestwick Pkwy, off Guilford Road. Barb Hansen is the co-hostess. Geneve Harris will do the devotion which will be the annual UMW Pledge Service.
Geneve will hand out the new directories. Hopefully
our circle leader, Deb Laskey, and member Sally Plath
will both be the pictures of health by then. Any questions or RSVPs, call Geneve Harris at 574-612-9495.
Caravan Circle
Caravan Circle will go to Siena on Brendenwood on
Wednesday, February 21 at 9:30 am. Priscilla Carr is
our hostess and she will tell us all about Siena, our
neighbor across the street from Alpine Center, at
Brendenwood and Alpine Roads. Devotions will be
the UMW Pledge Service. Call Geneve Harris at
574-612-9495 with any questions or RSVPs.
Harmony Circle
The February meeting will be in the Alpine Coffee
House at 9:30 am on February 13. Our lesson will be
on “Thank You” Chapter Eight. All are welcome to
join us. If you have questions, please contact Jo
Hellmich at 815-639-3074.

Rebekah Circle annual baby shower
Wed., Feb. 14
Rebekah Circle held its first baby shower of love
on another Wednesday, Feb. 14, many years ago. The
purpose was to enjoy brunch at a restaurant and bring
items for the United Methodist Women's layette month
for Crusader Clinic's new mothers.
This year we'll meet at the Alpine Center parking
lot at 9:00 a.m., Wed., Feb. 14, to carpool to Stockholm
Inn, 2420 Charles St. If you prefer, you can meet us there
at 9:30 for a buy-your-own meal and the baby shower for
Crusader Community Health. Layette items should be
newborn size and not gift wrapped. See the Flame article
on layettes (page 9) for a complete list of things needed.
Visitor and new people are welcomed. For more information, call Gennie Schultz, 815 877-3405, or Mary
English, 815 397-4883.

Out to Lunch Bunch
Thursday, February 22 at noon
at Baker Street Burgers
At Edgebrook Center (formerly Egg Harbor)
Call for reservations by February 20 to Rickie Andersen
at 815-885-4373.

UMW Greeting Card Sales at
Alpine Center
Cards created by the women of the church will be on sale
on February 11 and 25 in Fellowship Hall, Alpine Center,
between services.

See Page 5 of this issue of
The Flame
for the United Methodist Women
2017 Year End Report

Journey with Jane (Continued from Page 2)
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it was also a profoundly blessed day and evening. I’m
convinced that our prayers and laying on of hands
strengthened the atmosphere of our worship throughout those services.

What would happen if we all stopped at, say, 4:30
p.m., to pray for God to break through the ministries of Christ UMC? Who knows what God might
do!

Another form of Breakthrough Prayer that intrigues us
is that of choosing a congregational prayer. Members
and friends of the church would be invited, at a particular time, to stop what we are doing and pray the same
prayer, asking for God to break through any barriers to
the fruitfulness of our congregation. For example,
members of Asbury UMC in Sioux Falls, SD, stop
every day at 6:05 p.m., praying a brief prayer to God:
God
Opens
Doors

Members of the Breakthrough Prayer Team made a
presentation at our Leadership Team meeting on
Tuesday, January 23. Please join us in prayer for
how the Holy Spirit might invite us into a deeper
life of prayer. And get ready for God’s good
surprises!
Peace,
Jane

Their congregational prayer is rooted in Revelation
3:8, where Christ placed before the people an open
door.

United Methodist Women 2017 Year End Report
Mission is the focus of UMW- women organized for mission whether locally or outside our immediate area. Our local unit raised, with your help, $20,051 for missions in 2017. This is an increase of $4,463 from the previous year.
Our unit maintained our giving to the Rockford District of the Women’s Division. We gave $6,944 to District. Our primary source of funds are from the pledges, TLC, the quilters, the wedding guild, the funeral receptions,
and the recycled card project.
The organizations that received our year end disbursement of mission dollars follows.
Centennial Kids Club
CUMC Work camp
CASA
Remedies
GED/Regional School
Literacy Council
Rock River Valley Pantry

$2,671
2,003
668
1,336
1,336
668
668

38 layettes were donated to Crusader Clinic for distribution to their clients. Through the delicious efforts of all the
bakers and other contributors to the Cookie Walk, we have continued our support of the Emmanuel Soup Kitchen,
Good Samaritan fund and Rosecrance.
Collected for the pantry was a supply of feminine products, 1936 units or an estimate of $339 value. Also, an offering
from the salad luncheon, $354 for Remedies.
Thank you for so generously reaching out to the women, children and youth of this community and the extended family of God around the world. On behalf of the mission team and all UMW members, I want to thank each and every
one of you for the contributions of money, food, time or talents for any of the collections we do through out the whole
year, whether it is an offering, the craft show, or a funeral. Your support is vital and truly a blessing.
Respectfully submitted,

Donna Kirk, UMW Treasurer
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Fellowship News

Scrapbooking Group
Scrapbooking/Stamping is scheduled for February 17
from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm in the Alpine Dining
Room. Stay for all day or just a half day - whatever fits
your schedule. Not everyone in our group scrapbooks. Some are stamping or working on other projects so join us for a fun day of crafting! If children will
be joining us, it's requested they be at least middle
school age. As always, please bring money for a sandwich plus a snack to share and your own beverage.
For more information, call Mary Hicks at 815-742-1136.

WOWS
Widows Or Widowers and Singles
Open to all single women
age 65 and over
In February:
We will meet for lunch on Wednesday, February 21 at
12:00 pm at Salamone’s North—2583 N. Mulford Rd.
(across from City First Church.) Contact Karen Greenwood at 309-714-9143 if you would like to join us.
In March:
We will meet for lunch on Wednesday, March 21 at
12:00 pm at Baker Street Burgers in the Edgebrook Shopping Center. Contact Karen Greenwood at 309-714-9143
if you would like to join us.

Church bridge in Feb.
The next evening of the church bridge group
is Fri., Feb. 16, 6:30 p.m., at George and Mary English's home, 4103 Windy Ridge Trail, Rockford
61101. Bring your partner and come for dessert and
an evening of friendly bridge. Please call George and
Mary at 815 397-4883 by Mon., Feb. 12, if you can
come or if you have questions. New people are always
welcomed!

CUMC Senior Fellowship Group
Friday, February 16, at noon,
Alpine Center Dining Room
Come and join this group for seniors for a wonderful homemade lunch and fellowship with your friends.
Watch for your postcard with details about the meeting.
Please call the church office at 815-399-5910 to
make your reservation by Monday, February 12.

Movie night on Fri., Feb. 23
Hidden Figures

On Fri., Feb. 23, come to watch and discuss the 2016 movie, Hidden Figures (PG for themes and some language). Taraji Henson, Octavia Spencer, and Janelle Monae play three intelligent and talented black women in the
1960s. Jim Crow customs hinder but do not block their important contributions to NASA and the space race. This
true story is based on a book by Margot Lee Shetterly.
Movie night starts at 6:15 p.m. with munchies and conversation in the Sacred Grounds Coffee House at Alpine
Center (door #5). The film starts at 6:30 and has an intermission (127 minute movie). Afterwards we discuss
it. The evening of free entertainment ends by 9:30. Movie night is a monthly event Jan. through Oct. for
adults. Come occasionally or regularly. Questions? Call George or Mary English, 815 397-4883.

Ash Wednesday; Church News
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Ash Wednesday (continued from Page 1)
“Ash Wednesday gives us an opportunity to reflect on
God’s grace in our lives and to reflect on how we want
to change,” Eesley says.
“It’s also a time to reflect on our mortality. At some
point, which no one of us knows, we are going to die –
and, given that, how do we want to live our lives? I
know in my own life how I can take time for granted,
and sometimes we end up spending our lives doing what
we didn’t want to do.”
Contemplating the brevity of life while “allowing the
Holy Spirit to focus our thinking” makes the exercise
not grim but liberating, she says: It changes the easyway-outs of “I’ll do that later” to the calls-to-action of
“How do I want to live now?”
Fortunately, Eesley adds, beginning the Lenten season
with ashes provides a visible reminder of why Christians
make this 40-day journey each spring.
“I see those ashes when I look in the mirror, and there’s
something about seeing them physically,” she says. “I
remember, ‘That’s who I am. That’s what I believe.’ ”

Ash Wednesday Events
February 14, 2018
7:00 am at Alpine Center Sanctuary
Brief service of liturgy, music and
opportunity for imposition of ashes

After the 7:00 am service
The pastors will be in the Edgebrook Center
parking lot and at Gray’s IGA and Great Harvest at
Highcrest Center to offer ashes

11:30 am at Wesley Willows
4141 N. Rockton Ave.
The pastors will do a service including
communion, homily, and imposition of ashes.

5:00-6:00 pm
Curbside outside the Alpine Center
main sanctuary door
The pastors will offer imposition of ashes
in a drive-though setting

The pastors are eager to hear feedback about Ash
Wednesday 2018; call (815) 399-5910 or email
info@christumc.cc.

Coins for Rainbow Covenant giving in
February
Our Rainbow Covenant coins in February will go to
UMCOR’s Sager Brown Depot.





Warehouse facility located in Baldwin, Louisiana.
2700 volunteers stay and work at UMCOR
Sager Brown each year processing supplies for
worldwide disaster relief.
Supplies include health, school, bedding, cleaning buckets and other relief-supply kits donated

“Souper” Bowl Sunday Collection for
Food Pantry
Sunday, February 4
Our annual “Souper” Bowl Sunday collection for the Pantry is coming up soon, on Feb. 4. Stock
up now on your donations. Recommendations include:
canned fruits & vegetables, macaroni & cheese, soup,
pasta, rice, canned meat, cereal and peanut butter. Monetary donations can be made by writing a check to
CUMC with “food pantry” in the memo line.
Before your start rooting for your team’s win,
please remember those having a food crisis and help
win the battle against hunger. Containers for collection will be available.
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(Irv and Joanne Stewart (continued from back page)

“I wished then that I had followed through to
a CPA degree,” he said, “like I should have.”
After Smith Oil, Irv worked at All Rental
Garment Company for 26 years. Later he worked part
time on an Express Mail route out of the main post
office in Rockford.
Joanne went to Swedish American Hospital, in
post-operative care, following her graduation there in
1957. “We were married on June 15, 1957, in the
Methodist Church at Tampico,” Joanne said. “It was
so hot (no air conditioning) the flowers in the church
wilted.”
“In those days there was no
such a thing as external heart massage (CPR) either,” Joanne recalled.
In 1972 she switched over
to working in a doctor’s office, retiring in 2000.
They have three surviving
children. One died shortly after her birth due to a congenital heart condition. That was when Pastor Ralph
Miller came to the hospital and baptized Peggy Joanne, who lived only a couple of their darkest days.
Their four children are:
Greg (Laura), an Eagle Scout who’s a dentist living
in Rockton;
Peggy Joanne;
David (Velma) lives in Golden, Colo., and works for
the state. He is a professional land surveyor and is
survey coordinator for the eastern half of Colorado;
“He’s our Iron Man,” Joanne said. He has completed
two Iron Man competitions, in Florida and Wisconsin.
Susan works for PCI pharmacy services and lives in
Winnebago.
All three were confirmed at our church, where
Greg also received his God and Country badge, from
Pastor Darrell Sample. Both boys played baseball on
the church teams.
Joanne and Irv became foster parents in 1979.
“Our first foster daughter, Chris, is now a
high school teacher in Omaha,” Joanne said. “We keep
in regular contact with her.”
After graduating from high school, a second
foster daughter, Diane, joined the Peace Corps.
Two children and a grandchild were married at

CUMC. Four grandchildren and two great-grandchildren
were baptized here.
“We were both active in Boy Scouting,” Joanne
said. Irv, as a Scoutmaster for 10 years, earned his Wood
Badge, “a high point in his experience.” Irv took his troop
on back-packing trips in the Smokey Mountains. Joanne
was a den leader.
Since the purchase of the former Rosecrance
property, the Stewarts have maintained the entrance garden from Alpine Road. They both volunteered at Wesley
Willows, from 2001 to 2010. She was liaison from CUMC
to Wesley Willows. The organization presented them its
Points of Lights Award in 2008 for
service to it and other groups.
Joanne helps on the Funeral
Meals Committee and serves on the
Staff Parish Relations Committee. Irv
is on the Memorials Committee.
Irv volunteered on both mission trips to help with restoration following Hurricane
Katrina. He also worked on the crew that helped salvage
items from the church’s rental houses that were razed to
create green space for the church on Comanche, in 2012.
They attend the 9:30 a.m. Alpine service.
They enjoy trips, to relatives and friends, different states, and national parks. “Through YAGOs (Young
Adults Growing Older), a fellowship group with activities, we built lasting friendships that keep us together,
even though some live in Florida, Tennessee, and Minnesota now,” Joanne said.
They’re mostly stay-at-home folks, they say,
watching movies and attending performances at Rockford
Symphony Orchestra and nearby Fireside Theatre.
Joanne volunteered to help with various health
screenings, reading with children. Irv has donated 159
units of whole blood and wishes he could still do that.
About twice a month, the Stewarts deliver the church’s
bulk mail. The Flame you’re reading was in those loads.
And, you might have also seen them as ushers or
have had them greet you on a Sunday morning.

The Flame
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Krina Goss
Krina was looking for a church in her neighborhood
when she chose to visit Christ UMC, Alpine Center.
She said on her first visit everyone was so friendly.
Rev. Emery Percell was the pastor at the time. She
decided she was going to get involved in the church
and found a Sunday school class to attend. Krina said
everything seemed to click.
For Krina, the Wednesday night classes offered have
been an important part of her faith journey. She explained, “With a church our size, it is hard to make
friends unless you find a place to make a connection.”
For her, the most important connections have been
through the Wednesday night class offerings and the
Advent and Lenten studies. She appreciates the wide
variety of adult education opportunities offered and
finds them enriching. She said she has taught an occasional class which has given her an opportunity to
keep growing.
Krina likes to work in the yard and gardens of the
church as well. She also appreciates the wonderful music our church shares. She is inspired by the gifts of
our many talented musicians.
When asked about experiences that have impacted her
faith, Krina talked about her experiences as a tutor at

the Literacy Council. Years
ago, someone told Krina
that she would make a good
tutor. Krina thought about
it, tried it, and 20 years later
she is still doing it! She
finds tutoring very meaningful. It also teaches Krina
to be patient. She said,
“The students are enthusiastic. They have courage to keep trying.” Krina shared that
she “sees God’s hand at work in their lives.” People are
dealing with poverty and many struggles. Yet God’s Spirit
is visible in their lives. Krina says, “I get as much out of it
as my students do.”
She shared that the Literacy Council has more students
than tutors. She assures people they have training and
support for tutors. If anyone feels nudged to give tutoring
a try, give them a call at (815) 963-7323.
Krina expressed that the social contacts that she has made
through the classes have nurtured her faith. The people she
has met have been a powerful experience through the
years.
By Beth A. Palm

UMW Layette Project
During the month of February
February is the UMW Layette Project month. We will donate layette packages to Crusader Clinic.
A basket will be in Fellowship Hall each Sunday in February. We would appreciate the following
donations of new or gently used items. Newborn size only, please.








Newborn size sleepers or gowns
Receiving blankets
Crib-size blanket
Newborn size wweater or jacket with a cap or hood
Bibs
Creative knit or crochet items.

Note: Due to generous donations last year we do not need onesies or socks.
Any questions: Call Phyllis Melenas at 815-633-2288 or Marilyn Rothermel at 815-633-2288.
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Getting to Know Hymn; 2018 Flame Schedule

“Like a River Glorious”
Frances Ridley Havergal (1836-1879)
Like a river glorious
Is God’s perfect peace,
Over all victorious
In its bright increase;
Perfect, yet it floweth
Fuller every day.
Perfect, yet it groweth
Deeper all the way.

Every joy or trial
Falleth from above,
Traced upon our dial
By the sun of love;
We may trust Him fully
All for us to do They who trust Him wholly
Find him wholly true.

Stayed upon Jehovah,
Hearts are fully blest Finding as He promised
Perfect peace and rest.

Stayed upon Jehovah,
Hearts are fully blest Finding as He promised
Perfect peace and rest.

Hidden in the hollow
Of His blessed hand,
Never foe can follow,
Never traitor stand;
Not a surge of worry,
Not a shade of care,
Not a blast of hurry,
Touch the spirit there.

Taken with permission from
The One Year Great Songs
of Faith,
Tyndale House Publishers, 1995

The

It is difficult to remain calm while
reading the daily paper or watching the TV
news. The world is filled with violence and
senseless crime. But Frances Ridley
Havergal, a devout Bible scholar as well as a
poet, drew upon two passages from the
prophet Isaiah to give fresh understanding to
Christian peace in difficult circumstances.
More than once in Isaiah, God promises “peace like a river.” And in Isaiah 26:3 the
prophet says, “You will keep in perfect peace
all who trust in you, all whose thoughts are
fixed on you!” These verses have served as the
basis of many hymns over the last two centuries, but none is as picturesque as this one.
It is not only peace that God promises, but perfect peace—perfected, completed in
Christ.

Flame
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SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE
Save the Dates
January/February
January
28
Junior Worship
Children’s Council Meeting at 5:00 pm
CFM Teacher’s Meeting at 6:00 pm
February
4 Sunday School starts downstairs (Alpine
9:30 and 11:00 am services) No Children’s
time
14 No Wednesday Programming
(Ash Wednesday/Valentine’s Day)
18 JAM Kids Choir sings(9:30 and 11:00 services—Alpine)
25
Junior Worship/No Children’s Time.

Future Dates
Mark Your Calendars
Spring 2018
Feb. 14

No Wednesday Programming

March 24

Easter Egg Hunt

March 25

Palm Sunday Parade

March 28

Wednesday JAM—Holy Week

April 1

Happy Easter Sunday

May 16

Bikes, Trikes and Blessings Day!

Join us
for
Sunday School

8:00 a.m. Nursery Child Care is available
in the Nursery Room for
Infants and Toddlers
No Sunday School at this worship hour






9:30 a.m. at Alpine Center
Infants and Toddlers: Nursery Room
Preschool Class (ages 4 to kindergarten) Room #7
1st Grade—3rd Grade—Room #1
4th Grade—5th Grade—Room #3

Every first Sunday of the month children will start
their class downstairs and will come up for
communion and return to their classroom.





9:30 a.m. Worship Hour OMC
Infants: Nursery
Pre-School-Kindergarten: Nursery Room
1st-5th Grade: Sunday School Room





11:00 a.m. Worship Hour Alpine Center
Infants and Toddlers: Nursery Room
Pre-School Ages 4 to Kindergarten: Room 7
Grade1-5 Class: Room 1

Note: Communion is every Sunday for the
children

Christ UMC Children’s
and Family Ministries
https://www.facebook.com/
Christumcchildrensministry

Birthdays
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January 7
Darrin Erickson
Alex Graham-Harris
Sue Martin
Sarah Miner
Grace Olson
Lily Olson
Alan O’Quinn
January 1
Alyssa Andrews
Mykala Andrews
Jane Ayres
Jorge Betancur
Katherine Steward
Jeff Swanberg
Eva Tipton
Sylvestre Kaite
Marceline Kyabu
Amisi Kaite
Taylor Buhl
Bioncce Horton
Landen Reed
Clayton Reed
January 2
Jill Fagan
Kathy Magnus
Melissa Miller
John Noonan
January 3
Vicki Persinger
Sandy Wetter
January 4
Craig Barkley
Curt Leppert
Kinsley Miner
Kailey Watts
Haley Tipton
January 5
Larry Dunlap
Ellie Harris
Mike Meehan
Pat Miller
Noah McDermott
Benjamin Gaffney
January 6
Sherri Crawford
Lisa Dunlap
Ruth Ann Kearney
Katie Johnson
Doug Otwell
Jeremy Peters
Sue Turvold
Wayne Varland
Mike Warren

January 8
Jessica Groncki
January 9
Vickey Alexander
Nick Johnson
Kendel Knudson
January 10
Elizabeth Buck
Liam Collins
Tom Gale
Tamara Gaumond
Arianna Kisseih
January 11
Kaci Hunter
Brian Miller
Judi Thorn
Joel Zehrung
January 12
Satoshi Takekuma
January 13
Emily Baldwin
Alexander Collins
Tyler Myers
Robin Mann
Andrew Pomatto
Julie Trojniar
Sarah Wehmeyer
January 14
Bob Noble
Alden Watts
January 15
Madeline Kiley
Edie Radford
Jenny Nowicki
Sue HazlewoodRoberson
Phoebe Trias
Liz Wood
January 16
Jack Hansen
Bonnie Holmgaard
January 17
Michele Johnson

January 19
Katie Childs
Jan McMullen
Vernadel Schavland
Curt Shumaker
Mcrea Smith
January 20
Ruth Ann Bloom
Jack Croffoot
January 21
Scott Arthur
Stephenie Dunbaugh
Paul Myers
Hannah Schmitt
Mike Steffen
Bailey Sullivan

January 28
Art Kneller
Stephanie Sarauer
Orv Steinmetz
Chris Stender
January 29
Tim Baldwin
Carla WhiteCarpenter
Scott Crane
Olivia Gaumond
Bob Giannangeli
Joshua Hedberg
January 30
Brittany Jewell
Starla Stutsman

January 22
Joyce Lantz
Crystal Lundvall
Kyle Murray
Michelle Myers
Robert Powell
Caitlin Yaun

January 31
Del Arthur
Rod Brady
Dennis Buck
Denise Eilers
Scott Hulick
Helen Muir

January 23
Delaine Hammon
Emily Hornsby
Vivian Leppert
Erik Stram

February 1
Jane Eesley
Peg Francis
Joslin Mathews
Margaret Newell
Pat Seuring
David Stern
Doris Weir

January 24
Ryne Marino
Robert O’Quinn
Austin Riha
Mary Jane Schubert
January 25
Wills Andersen
Katherine GreeneHexom
Ron Ortberg
January 26
Bob Carter
Terri Harmon
Chad Johannes
Jack Masters
Rich Riha
January 27
Craig Anderson
Mila Hayag
Missy High
Jordan Jacobsen
John Wilson
Gregory Klazura

February 2
Carol Kerr
Caitlin Kerr
February 3
Tony Dzik
Larry Hedberg
Patrick Lauher
February 4
Jim Waddell
Patrick Yates
Pete Erickson
February 5
June Jeschke
February 6
Lauren Deppe
Jean Hennis
Carter Buteyn

February 7
Tara Blazer
Morgan Luther
Ryan Ott
Seth Reynolds
Grace Reynolds
Amy Taylor
February 8
Nathan Alms
Maddie Geddes
Marissa Giannangeli
Jean Kearney
Caleb Leaich
Ryan Magnus
Chuck Mann
February 9
Debbie Schaefer-Istad
Barbara Wicklund
Jeannette Aarvig
February 10
Kelly Finch
Al Langley
Lydia Obilby
Kirk Rydberg
Scott Sarauer
Bob Stuttler
Lindsey Vass
Nola Wood
February 11
Bill Calow
Xavier Lundberg
Brian Wicklund
February 12
Bill Cacciatore
Loretta Fry
Karen Grover
Alex Moore
Alex Wehmeyer
February 13
Ann Auker
Bailey Carlson
Donna Hayes
Marion Kern
Russ Leopold
Judy Rabito
Pam Miner
Rachel Reitsch
Randy Roberson
Grace Schmaling
February 14
Sophia Bradel
Jo Mohrmann
Lucy Morlan
Brielle Rezin

Birthdays (continued on page 13)

Anniversaries
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Birthdays (continued from page 12)
February 15
Georgia Bradley
Joyce Gibbons
Carol Plum
February 16
Dale Ortberg
Jake Stroup
Lana Zehrung
Connor Nethery
February 17
Heather Atkinson
Karen Hulick
February 18
Larry Andersen
Olivia Myers
Roger Newell
Crista Unangst
February 19
David Steffen
February 20
Mark Hedberg
Lisa Jewell
Carole Miller
Carrie Murray
February 21
Suzy Black
Judy Davison
Mary Ann Foster
Alan Palm
Andy Schavland
Mark Trojniar
Joann Turner

February 25
Darla Bradle
Mark Clark
Kathy Doulabi
Bryn Kiley
Darby McGowan
Raymond Paul
Brad Zimmerman
February 26
Samantha Crane
Karen Kliebe
Hunter Powell
Bob Reitsch
Rhonda Yaun

January 2
Robert and Sharon Ash
January 3
Patti and Ken Walker
January 7
Bruce and Sherry Kobischka

February 27
Austin Perez
Tom Ogilby
Mya Stroup
Logan Watts
Airayla Sorg

January 8
Bill and Judi Flodin
Brian and Chris Hawes

February 28
Barb Mink
Donna Schafman
Dennis Sweeney
Jim Welte

January 14
Dave and Renee Johnson

February 29
Noel Nickel
Calie Sadewater
Doug Wilson

January 9
Grace and Richard Schmaling

January 16
Mark and Teri Beam
Jack and Sheryl Masters
January 19
Eugene and June Lietz
January 23
Gail and David Pickering
January 26
Chad and Karen Lane

February 22
Bryan Buck
Gloria Lauher

January 27
Phil and Sally Dawkins
Dennis and Jan McMullen
Rolland and Joy Hayag

February 23
Matt Ott
Daniel Sargent

January 28
Joel and Adrienne Zehrung

February 24
Sherry Brandon
Jeff Kirk
Heidi Palm

February 1
David and Nancy Winker
February 2
Jeff and Cheryl Wallem

February 7
Bruce Dearborn and
Nancy Watson
February 9
Bob and Jane Stuttler
February 11
Bob and Connie Silletti
February 13
Paul and Molly Klazura
February 14
Dean and Amy Kurth
Larry and Marla Wainwright
February 17
Tom and Nicky Danielson
Randy and Wendy Volz
February 21
Rich and Carol Fisher
February 23
James and Kate Mohan
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Thank You Notes

From Wilma Porter
Thank you to all who sent cards or shared kind words at the death of my brother, Jamie Studer. They were greatly
appreciated and helped ease the pain of his passing.
Thanks to those who worked with Cookie Walk from co-chairs, Phyllis Melenas and Sally Plath
Thank you to all the women who helped with Cookie Walk. Also, all the wonderful bakers who donated such a good
array of cookies. We had such nice feedback from those who bought cookies. You all helped make this year’s Cookie
Walk a big success. The day of the walk we made $1,582 with donations that were still coming in. Thank you also
to those who donated money to the cause. All money made goes for missions for women and children. Thank you
again. We so appreciated your help.
From Ken Walker—Community Garden
The community garden at Our Master’s Center was again a success, raising $1,000 for the Meals for Millions program and $400 for Christ UMC’s soup kitchen fund. Thanks to Earl Williams for the loan of his water barrel and
tractor and storage of the tiller. Thanks to Barry Smith for doing the tilling and to Don Johnson for cleaning out the
water line. Though not involved this year, a special thanks to Dennis Thorn for all of his contributions over the years.
From Benedict, Mary, Claire, and Stacy Conway
The family of Frances J. Conway would like to extend our sincere thanks and gratitude to the staff of Christ United
Methodist Church as we planned and then celebrated her memorial service on Nov. 11. Thank you to Pastor Jane
Eesley and Ms. Gayle George for all of your support and guidance. Pastor Jane’s tribute was lovely, humorous and
heartwarming, just as Frances would have wanted it to be. Because Frances loved music, we want to also thank organist Jody Warren for performing the pieces she loved so much, so beautifully, during the service. And thank you
very much to the Christ UMC Women’s Group for the lovely luncheon after the service. It was a great time of fellowship connection, and re-connection, and the food you prepared was delicious. Thanks to the men and women who
assisted with set-up and clean-up that day. We would like to sincerely thank Jack, the gentleman who was assisting
with groundskeeping that day, for taking the time to help us move a table that we used for pictures and mementoes,
and Cliff Gillette, for helping with another table at the altar and finding an extension cord for the eternal candle we
had placed there. Those were such kind, helpful gestures. Finally, we would like to thank Patrick Lauher for his assistance with the memorial video leading up to the service, and to Dennis Rinaldi for handling the sound during the
service.
From the UMW Funeral Lunch Co-Chairs
Betty Fisher—November 6—We celebrated the life of Betty at a memorable service and luncheon. Her sweet smile
and all the ways she took part in the church is a part of her legacy. She will be missed by all who loved her.
Donna Carter—January 6—Donna and Bob were faithful members of our congregation, attending services up until
two weeks before her passing. They have a large and loving family and she will be greatly missed.
Beverly Billstrand—January 13—Beverly, who was a long-time member of Bethany UMC, joined with our congregation a few years ago. She is remembered as being devoted and sincere in giving of herself to family and friends.
Baking was her specialty and many shared in this gift. Her family and friends gathered for a service of remembrance
and a luncheon.
Thank you to all of the faithful volunteers who help with the luncheons in so many ways. Setting up and serving the
bars and salads brought in by the women of the church, Natalie and Dave who handle the tables and chair arrangements. Special thanks to the men who set the tables and help in many ways!

CROP Hunger Walk Update
The Greater Rock Valley Pantry Coalition was presented a check for $6,445.09.
This is 25% of the funds you helped raise last October during the CROP Hunger
Walk. Those from the ten pantries that currently make up the Coalition want to offer their sincere thanks. A reminder: your help is needed again in the 2018 Hunger
Walk, which is Sunday, October 21.
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By Sandra Chhatpar
For years I have been attending a class entitled A
Course in Miracles. The course is based on the premise
that a change in perception creates a holy instant
which is a miracle.
As I set out for Cherryvale Mall that day, I was not
anticipating a miracle. The parking lot was jampacked with Christmas shoppers circling round and
round and round searching for empty parking spots.
It took me 20 minutes to find one after at least two
drivers had raced to cut me off to claim their own.

Entering the mall was no easy task either. I shivered
as I trudged through the filthy slush only to find the
sidewalk was a sheet of ice, and no one interested in
holding open the heavy door for me; everyone wanted
to get in out of the blustery wind. Once inside, my
ears were instantly blasted by jingle bell music. As I
managed to push my way through the dense crowd, I
discovered each store seemed to feel the need to compete with its own brand of music. My brain was tired
before I had even reached center court.
To take a breather from the jostling crowd, I leaned
over the railing to view the current Santa holding
court. Impatient kids & weary parents had lined up
like ants waiting for his jolly attention. One family
was standing guard over a squalling baby in a stroller.
The poor thing was red-faced and obviously extremely
uncomfortable encased in a Rudolf blanket, snowsuit,
hat and tiny mittens. The parents, standing comfortably holding their own winter gear, seemed clueless to
the sweltering baby’s misery. I wanted to shout to
them, but I wouldn’t have been heard above the noisy
crowd.
And it was quite a packed crowd down there going in
all directions, pulling their youngsters in their wake,
urging them to hurry along. I took several deep
breaths, trying to relax.
That’s when I heard a high, clear soprano soar into
song. Startled, the crowd seemed to quiet and hesitate.
Wearing a green velvet cape and clasping a furry
white muff, a young girl stood near Santa as she sang:
Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the
plain.
Then high above on the stairway a young man in a
flowing red scarf answered her in a strong tenor: And
the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains. Wow! I
thought. Such spontaneity! That’s the Christmas
spirit!

Under the balcony where I stood, I heard a pitch perfect trio
sing: O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie. Above
the deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by. By now everyone on the second level was pressed to the railings or looking over the shoulders of those in front. Someone stepped
on my foot, and I looked down to see a child trying to get in
front of me. I gladly moved aside not only to let her in, but
also to avoid getting in the way of sticky chocolate fingers
which she proceeded to smear on the clear plastic below the
railing. We were all waiting to see what would happen next.
Someone, somewhere started singing Silent Night and the
crowd below came to a halt and took up the refrain. In the
center of the now motionless crowd, there was a man and
young girl slowly moving forward. They were plainly
dressed, he in a dark coat and she with a scarf gracefully
draped around her head and shoulders. Her eyes were
downcast as she leaned into his encircling arm. That’s when
we all saw Him, the baby, cradled in her arms. I heard little
miss sticky fingers murmur, “I see baby Jesus!” The holy
family slowly wended their way through the silent crowd
surrounding them.
Suddenly the crowd began to swirl in circles within circles.
And just like that we completely lost sight of the little family. Then the entire crowd simply vanished!
The man standing next to me grunted in disgust, “Awww! It
was only a flash mob! We’ve been had!”
Just one man’s verdict.
Because as I looked around, I could see how moved others
were. People were smiling. They were talking kindly to
their kids. They were hugging. They were pardon me-ing
and excuse me-ing as they went their separate ways. My
own heart felt full.
As I neared the exit to see people coming in from outside, I
grieved that they had missed the holy instant, the miracle. I
wondered: How often have I arrived too late or too soon to
witness miracles? Or in my haste have I simply not noticed?
I think about those young people who had been so moved
and inspired to come to the mall that day to bless us with
their wonderful Christmas gift. Now whenever I walk the
upper level and look over the railing to the center court, I
again see in my mind’s eye that Christmas tableau, and I
again hear those sweet voices lifted in song. And as I pass
someone with a smile or a twinkle in his eye, I wonder: Had
he too had the privilege of witnessing the Cherryvale
miracle?
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Getting to Know You: Irv and Joanne Stewart
By Don Black
Occasionally you may hear people moan, “What
has the church done for me?” But that’s not coming from
Joanne and Irv Stewart. During their darkest hour in
1960, Christ United Methodist Church was there.
They’ve been members ever since and have never
forgotten that help.
Joanne and Irv were only children, the same age
and in the same grade at school. However, Joanne was
raised on a farm near Sterling. Irv was raised at Tampico, which gained fame as the birthplace of President
Ronald Reagan.
“I would have loved to have had a brother or a
sister,” she said during an interview. “I had had enough
of dogs and chickens.”
Joanne attended a one-room elementary school
and was in 4-H, doing cooking, sewing, etc. Irv worked
at a gas station owned by his father, who was a mechanic. He also ushered at the local movie theater.
“Gasoline was 3.6 gallons for one dollar,” Irv
recalled during an interview.
They met in 1950 attending Tampico High
School and MYF (Methodist Youth Fellowship) at Tampico Methodist Church. She was in home economics,

glee club, a cheerleader,
and played clarinet – but
she didn’t take lessons,
because the principal was
the teacher. Irv played
basketball and ran track.
They started dating as juniors and
thought about marriage.
However, she wanted to be a nurse. “You couldn’t get
married during nurse’s training then,” Joanne explained.
After their high school class of 22 graduated,
they came to Rockford to continue their schooling and
dating. Irv attended Rockford Business School (now
Rockford Career College) and rented a room from then
Mayor Ben Schleicher.
Later Irv worked for Smith Oil as supervisor of
the customer accounting department. Sun Oil bought
the company and Irv and his 15 workers were out of
work.
(Continued on page 8)

Baptism:
Kiernan Jeffery Duhn, son of Joseph and Elizabeth Duhn, grandson of Jane Reuber, on December 24

Sympathy:
Ruth Ann and Donald Bloom and family, on the death of Ruth Ann’s sister, Sue
The family and friends of Mildred Zeller, who died on December 8
Jeanne and Orv Steinmetz on the death of Jeanne’s sister, JulieAnn
Shane and Hayden Hough and family on the death of their father, Mike Hough, on December 11
The family and friends of Rev. James Moore, who died on December 17. His memorial service will be at
Alpine Center on March 3, 2018.
Ruth Ann Kearney on the death of her sister, Jean, who died December 19
Bob Carter and family on the death of his wife, Donna Carter, on December 30.
Bill and Karla Michalsen and family on the death of Karla’s mother, Beverly Billstrand, on January 1.
Liezl Carlson and Art and Fran Kneller on the death of Dave Carlson, Liezl’s husband and Fran’s brother,
on January 2 in the Philippines.
Joyce Lantz and Janet Clark on the death of their brother, Jim Clark, on January 3.
Susan and the Hunter family on the death of her husband, Dayton Hunter, on January 7. His memorial
service will be at Alpine Center on March 31.
Gary and Debra Chessare on the death of Gary’s father, George
Curtis Bliss and family on the death of his wife, Sharon Bliss, on January 11.

Sharon Skaife joined Christ UMC on January 21

Christ UMC sends children’s material
to churches in the Philippines
Last summer, the Christ UMC Children’s Council honored our United Methodist connectional tradition and agreed
to donate some excess children’s material to churches in the Philippines. Under the leadership of our Director of
Children’s and Family Ministry, Deaconess Joy Hayag, the material was gathered, sorted and boxed up to ship to the
Philippines. Through Joy’s friendship with retired Bishop Leo Soriano of the Davao Episcopal Area, most of the
materials went to churches in the Mindinao Area and Mission Areas. During a Conference event, the materials were
distributed to those churches that needed them. The package was shipped from Rockford in July, 2017, and it
arrived in November, 2017. The pictures on this page show some scenes during the event when it was distributed in
December and pictures of the children as they used their new material.

