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The church has mice! Not the furry kind no one wants to 
see inside their living quarters. No, these mice are pen 
pals of sorts to our college-age students. Their purpose is 
to brighten the mailbox of our students with mail period-
ically over the year. Each “mouse” is assigned a student 
but signs the card or mailings “Your Church Mouse” and 
uses the church address as a return address to remain 
anonymous.  
 
Over the years, Christ UMC has sent 
mailings to the college students in  
various ways. Sometimes the youth 
group sends a care package or notes. 
This program is unique in that an indi-
vidual is assigned to care for a particu-
lar student with prayers and cards for 
the entire year.   
 
The idea for running this type of  
collegiate mail ministry came from  
Gina Sims when she coordinated the 
program in the past while she was  a 
member here at Christ UMC. Gina 
learned of these creative ideas from her 
former church in North Carolina. 
When Gina & Bill Sims moved back to 
North Carolina three years ago, the 
program needed reorganizing. This fall, Beth Palm began 
requesting college student addresses and recruiting 
church mice to adopt the college students.   
 
Currently, we have 13 mice caring for 12 college students 
and 1 student serving in the military. One of our students 
shared with her mother how happy she was to receive her 
mailings from her church mouse. Apparently at her 
school, other students had mice from their churches send-
ing things. She was waiting to have a church mouse too! 

                             Church Mice – Collegiate Mail Ministry     
By Beth A. Palm 

This ministry gives the students a connection to their 
church home. They receive encouragement to remind 
them they are remembered and loved by their church 
family at a time when connections are changing. 
 
The group of church mice has coordinated some mail-
ings together. In November we had cards out for the 
entire congregation to sign on a Sunday and then mailed 
those to our college students along with a pack of mi-

crowave popcorn and a package of 
hot cocoa. The mice also came to-
gether to send boxes of Christmas 
cookies and treats to our semester 
students before finals in early  
December. 
 
If the church does not have your 
student’s college address infor-
mation or your student’s infor-
mation changes due to a move or 
travel abroad, please contact Beth 
Palm, the coordinator of this pro-
gram at mom321@yahoo.com or 
815-399-6267. 
 
 If your student is in the military 
and you want to share their address, 

we can add them to this mailing ministry . 
 
If you would like to learn more about becoming a 
church mouse, you may also contact Beth Palm. Keep 
our college-aged students in your prayers as they travel 
these steps in their journey of becoming who God is 
calling them to be. 

          The         Flame 
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Ordinary Grace 
“From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.”  

(John 1:16, NRSV) 
 
I recently joined a Rockford book group that was discuss-
ing Ordinary Grace by William Kent Krueger.  Set in the 
summer of 1961, Ordinary Grace describes the lives of 
the inhabitants of New Bremen, Minnesota, from the 
viewpoint of a young teenager named Frank.  Frank’s dad 
is the pastor of the local Methodist church.  His mother 
isn’t thrilled with being a pastor’s wife, but she sings 
beautifully with the church choir.  Frank has an older sis-
ter, Ariel, a gifted organist and pianist; and a younger 
brother, Jake, who stutters.  Frank and Jake run around 
the streets of New Bremen, hanging out with kind towns-
people and trying to avoid the town bully.  That summer 
brings challenges to Frank’s whole family, 
and Frank thinks a lot about what he be-
lieves about God.  As many difficulties as 
the family faces, there are, still, remarkable 
signs of grace. 
 
What are the ordinary graces of your life? 
Is it the grace of being surrounded by your family, loving 
the sounds of each person’s rhythms (even as you are 
sometimes annoyed by them)?  Do you experience grace 
in your own routines?  My dog knows that she’ll be 
walked right after I get up in the morning, so she starts 
barking about when my feet hit the floor.  She settles 
down once we are walking and remains quiet until I’ve 
dressed after my shower, because she knows that’s her 
breakfast time.  It cracks me up to see how well my dog 
knows my daily routines.  Her canine knowing is a grace 
in my life. 
 
I experience grace every Sunday morning at church, shar-
ing worship with each of you and seeing faces that are 
familiar and dear to me, as well as greeting our guests.  It 
is a grace to watch our children grow—to see how one  
 
 
 
 

A Word from the Senior Pastor 

child turned from “little boy” to “boy” in just a couple of 
months, or to be surprised by the maturity of another 
child.  It is a grace for me to open the cabinets at Alpine 
and see all the food and personal care items that have 
been donated; at Our Master’s Center, I love to see the 
grocery cart filled with donated items.  The generosity of 
the congregation is a grace in my life. 
 
I refer to these things as graces—rather than just as 
pleasures—because they help connect me to God.  I feel 
God’s grace in my life through the grace of the communi-
ty.  My family was richly blessed by all the kindnesses of 
the congregation after Dad’s death—the generosity of the 
United Methodist Women in hosting Dad’s funeral re-
ception, the kindness of persons who attended the service 
or who greeted me in the Sundays after Dad’s service.  So 

many of you have written thoughtful cards 
and held my family in prayer.  In our fami-
ly’s mourning we join with so many of you 
who are, yourselves, mourning losses of 
loved ones.  We share our grief, and we tell 
stories and laugh, and God’s grace shines 
through.  Thank you for all the ways you 

have reached out to Mom and me.  We also are grateful 
for all the memorial gifts.  Dad’s memorial will help to 
pay for organ repairs and provide funds for a summer 
youth internship.   
 
God has blessed me richly with the grace of my vocation 
as ordained pastor.  I could not live out that grace, 
though, without all the ordinary graces of my life:  morn-
ing devotions, a supportive and congenial staff at the 
church, wonderful church members, long-time friends 
and new friends, and our lives together of worship,  
service, and fellowship. 
 
Thanks be to God for ordinary—and extraordinary—
grace! 
 
Peace, 

 Jane 

Journey with Jane 



Alpine Center 
(MAILING ADDRESS FOR  

BOTH CENTERS): 
4509 Highcrest Road 
Rockford, Il  61107 

Phone:  815-399-5910 
Office Hours: Monday—Friday 

8:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday Worship Services 
Blended Worship Services: 

8:00 and 9:30 a.m. 
     Celebration Service:  

11:00 a.m. 

Our Master’s Center 
5973 Darlene Drive 
Rockford, Il  61109 

Phone: (815)399-5910 
   

Sunday Worship Service 
9:30 a.m. Child care is available 

Rev. Jane Eesley, Sr. Pastor 
jeesley@christumc.cc 

Rev. Scott Himel, Assoc. Pastor 
shimel@christumc.cc 

Rev. Deanna Mede, Assoc. Pastor 
dmede@christumc.cc 

Welcome to Christ United Methodist Church! 
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The Flame is a monthly publication of 
Christ United Methodist Church,  
available by mail or online at 
www.christumc.cc. 
Editor—Linda Kuntz 
Features Writers—Don Black,  
Mark McGowan, Beth A. Palm, 
Contributing Photographer— 
Joe Whinnery 
Director of  Worship Arts—Jody 
Warren 
Director of Communications—Emily 
Muserallo 

Christ UMC Facebook Pages 
Christ United Methodist Church page 

https://www.facebook.com/cumcrockford 
Christ UMC Children’s and Family Ministries page 

https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry 
Christ UMC Student Ministries page 

https://www.facebook.com/studentministriescumc/  

Check out our website at: 
www.christumc.cc 

Committee Members, 2017 

Following is a list of the members of the key committees  
of Christ United Methodist Church for 2017.  

 
If you have questions or need information about these  

committees, please contact the committee chair. 

Leadership Team 
Paul Carpenter, Chair 

 
Scott Arthur 
Pastor Jane Eesley 
George and Mary English 
Melinda Hagerman 
Pastor Scott Himel 
Barb Kaiser 
Kerry Lin 
Pastor Deanna Mede 
Kathy Moore 
Judy Schultz 
Jim Seigfreid 
Ed Smerke 
Amy Taylor 
Ty Unangst 
Ken Walker 
Carla White-Carpenter 
Diane Wilson 

Finance Team 
Scott Arthur, Chair 

 
Jeff Baldwin 
Paul Carpenter 
Pastor Jane Eesley 
Mary English 
Pete Erickson 
Pastor Scott Himel 
Jeff Holmertz 
Barb Kaiser 
Gary Kaufman 
Todd Kennedy 
Robin Roegner 
Ed Rounds 
Richard Schultz 
Dennis Sweeney 
Jolene Unangst 
Doug Wilson 
Sue Van Grove 

Staff Parish Team 
Barb Kaiser, Chair 

 
Darla Bradle 
Sandra Chhatpar 
Kay Cull 
Pastor Jane Eesley 
George English 
Darrin Erickson 
Pastor Scott Himel 
Diane Kirkland 
Pastor Deanna Mede 
Kelley Roach 
Joanne Stewart 
Ken Walker 

Trustees 
Jim Seigfreid, Chair 

 
Pastor Jane Eesley 
Rich Fisher 
Carol Fleming 
Cliff Gillette 
Gary Kaufman 
Travis King 
Eric Mede 
Steve Oyler 
Ted Plum 
Jacki Rodgers 
Earl Williams 

https://www.facebook.com/cumcrockford/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/studentministriescumc/
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                           Out to Lunch Bunch 
In January, 2017: 

We will meet on Thursday, January 26, at 12:30 pm 
at Tavern on Clark.  Call Diane Kirkland for reserva-
tions at 815-621-3118. 
 

In February, 2017: 
We will meet on Thursday, February 23, at 12:30 pm 
at Fresco at the Gardens at Anderson Gardens.  Con-
tact Lynda Moser at 815-639-9358 for reservations. 

 

Martha Circle 
Martha Circle will meet on Wednesday, February 8.   
We will be visiting Christ the Carpenter Church, 
where Mrs. Linda Putney, wife of Pastor Putney, will 
give us a tour, and then we will have a short meet-
ing.  We will meet at CUMC at 12:00, and car pool 
from there. Let’s each bring a can or two of food for 
their pantry.   We would welcome visitors!  Please call 
Wilma at 815-877-3465, or Donna at 815- 877- 5381 
with questions. 
 

Priscilla Circle 
Priscilla Circle will meet February 27 at 6:30 pm in 
the home of Geneve Harris, 7583 Western Gailes Dr., 
61107.  We will kick off the New Year with fellowship 
and making plans for our next service project.  We will 
have devotions with the UMW Pledge Service.  Look-
ing forward to seeing everyone.  Anyone is welcome to 
join us.  Questions?  Call Deb Laskey at 815-979-8555. 
 
 

UMW Circle Schedule 
The United Methodist Women invite all women of  
the church to their circle meetings. Visitors are  
welcome and encouraged!  To learn more about 
each circle, contact Carla White-Carpenter at  
815-885-3425  Some circles do not meet in the  
summer. 

Caravan Circle 
The February meeting for the Caravan Circle will be 
Wednesday, February 15, 2017 at the Our Master's  
Campus. Deb Whinnery is the hostess and will do devo-
tions. The speaker will be Ms. Huda Ghazal and some stu-
dents from the Iqra School next door who will tell us about 
their fundraising project to help dig wells in the Middle 
East. They are not available to speak until 10:30 a.m. Our 
meeting will start at 10 a.m. (note difference in time) and we 
will have our regular meeting, devotions and treats before 
the children arrive.  

UMW Greeting Cards 
Greeting cards made by our church women will be on sale 
in Alpine Center’s Fellowship Hall on February 12 and 26.  
Each card is crafted with care and all proceeds go to  
missions for women and children. 

Rebekah Circle holding baby shower 
Wednesday, February 8, 9:30 a.m., at Egg Harbor 

  
    Rebekah Circle will have its annual baby shower and 
brunch at Egg Harbor in Edgebrook Shopping Center on 
Wed., Feb. 8, at 9:30 a.m.  This is a buy-your-own breakfast 
or lunch, so come for just coffee or come for a meal.  The 
baby items should be newborn size for the United Methodist 
Women Layette Month, which benefits new babies at Cru-
sader Community Health.  Reservations aren't necessary, 
but it would help to have an estimate of how many are com-
ing for table set up.  If you can, call Gennie Schultz if you 
expect to come, 815 877-3405.  Visitors and new members 
are invited for this morning of fun and fellowship. 

Harmony Circle 
The February 9 meeting will be held in the Alpine Center 
Coffee House at 9:00 am.  We will be studying from “Before 
Amen” chapter two, “Father...Daddy.” Also review the study 
guide on page 111. All are welcome to join us for this Max 
Lucado book on prayer.  If you have any questions, call Jo 
Hellmich at 815-639-3074. 
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United Methodist Women 2016 Year End Report 
 
            Mission is the focus of UMW: women organized for mission whether locally or outside our immediate 
area.  Our local unit raised, with your help, $15,588  for missions in 2016.  This is a decrease of $844  from the 
previous year. 
            Our unit maintained our giving to the Rockford District of the Women’s Division.  We gave $8,033 to the 
District.  Our primary source of funds are from the pledges, TLC, the quilters, the wedding guild, the funeral  
receptions, and the recycled card project. 
 
The organizations that received our year end disbursement of mission dollars follows. 
 
               Centennial Kids Club           $715 
               CUMC Workcamp                    715 
               Carpenters Place                        358 
               KFACT                                      358 
               Rock House Kids                       565 
               Remedies                                   358 
               CASA                                         715 
               Midwest Mission/UMCOR       715 
               GED program/Regional Off.     358 
 
 Collected for the Homeless program at Crusader Clinic: 934 pairs of socks and underwear,  166 books and 
1 box of diapers.   Also a monetary collection of $65 was forwarded to them. 
 
 47 layettes were donated to Crusader Clinic for distribution to their clients. Through the delicious efforts 
of all the bakers and other contributors, we have continued our support of the Emmanuel Soup Kitchen, Good 
Samaritan fund and Rosecrance through the Cookie Walk.  The final total was $1,843. 
 
 Through our love offering at our salad luncheon, we collected $292 for the Foster Care Luggage for 
Kids. 
 
 Thank you for so generously reaching out to the women, children and youth of this community and the 
extended family of God around the world.  On behalf of the mission team and all UMW members, I want to 
thank each and every one of you for the contributions of money, food, items, time or talents for any of the collec-
tions we do through out the whole year, whether it is an offering, the craft show, or a funeral.  Your support is 
vital and truly a blessing. 
 
Respectfully submitted,      Donna Kirk, UMW Treasurer 

Music Ministry Opportunities 
Do you like to sing? Do you read music and have always wanted to play the handbells?  Then come check us 
out.  Rehearsals for the Wesley Ringers hand bell choir are on Thursdays from 6:00 to 7:15 pm.  Contact  Richard 
Stiltner at rstiltner@christumc.cc for more information.  
 
         The Sanctuary Choir rehearses on Thursdays from 7:30-9:00 pm.  Contact Jody Warren jodywar-
ren@christumc.cc for more information.  It’s not too late to come and see if you’d be interested in joining. We are 
always looking for new members.  

mailto:rstiltner@christumc.cc
mailto:jodywarren@christumc.cc
mailto:jodywarren@christumc.cc
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CUMC Senior Fellowship Group 
Friday, February 17, at noon, 
Alpine Center Dining Room 

Come and join this group for seniors for a wonderful 
homemade lunch and fellowship with your friends. Watch 
for your postcard in the mail for information about the 
program. 
 Please call the church office at 815-399-5910 to 
make your reservation by Monday, February 13.  Please 
join us!      

WOWS  
Widows Or Widowers and Singles 

Open to all single women  
age 65 and over 

 
In February: 

We are having lunch at Buffalo Wild Wings on Wednes-
day, February 15 at noon.  This will be at the East State 
Street location.  Bring any items you wish to give to 
Shelter Care Ministries.  Please call Karen Greenwood at 
815-962-1235 to make your reservation. 
 

In March: 
We will be having lunch on Wednesday, March 8, at 
12:00 at Pino’s on Main.  Please call Karen Greenwood 
at 815-962-1235 to make a reservation.  Please bring any 
type of small travel items for Shelter Care Ministries.  
(Pino’s is located 1 block north of the Olympic.) 

Fellowship News 

CUMC MOMS Group 
CUMC MOMS Group meets the 2nd & 4th Fridays of each 
month of the school year, minus holiday months like No-
vember and December. Our meeting time is from  
9:30 a.m.-11:00 a.m. in the Alpine Sacred Grounds Coffee-
house,  (4509 Highcrest Rd., Door #5!)  Snacks, coffee and 
belly laughs are included! Childcare is also available to all 
participating moms!  If you’re interested in attending, 
please email Emily Muserallo at  
emuserallo@christumc.cc . We would love to have you 
join us! 
 
Following are the spring, 2017 meeting dates: 
 January 27—2017 Vision Boards 
 February 10  - Personality Test 
 February 24—Games and Fellowship 
 March 10—Easy Yarn Easter Egg 
 March 24—Spring Break Chat Time! 
 April 7—Mason Jar Madness 
 April 28—Community Guest Speaker 
 May 12—Final MOMS Group of Spring 2017 

Next Scrapbooking/Stamping  
on February 18 

Scrapbooking/Stamping is scheduled for Saturday, 2/18 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the Alpine Dining Room.  Stay for 
all day or just a half day - whatever fits your sched-
ule.  Not everyone in our group scrapbooks.  Some are 
stamping or working on other projects so join us for a fun 
day of crafting!  If children will be joining us, it's request-
ed they be at least middle school age.  As always, please 
bring money for a sandwich plus a snack to share and 
your own beverage.  Call Mary Hicks at 815-742-1136 
with questions. 

Movie night on Fri., Feb. 24 
Ironweed 

     The New York ironweed has narrow, pointed, serrated 

leaves and a tough stem.  The two main characters, played 
by Jack Nicholson and Meryl Streep, in the 1987 Ironweed 
are rather sharp and tough too.  It's rated R for language 
and adult situations.  This movie for the month of valen-
tines is a drama, not a romance, but it is about 
love.  Watch and discuss it at movie night in the Alpine 
Center coffee house on Fri., Feb. 24.  We start 
with munchies and conversation at 6:15 p.m.  The film 
begins at 6:30 and discussion ends by 9:30.   
  

mailto:emuserallo@christumc.cc
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UMW Layette Project During the Month 
of  February  

February is the UMW Layette Project month. We will 
donate layette packages to Crusader Clinic. A basket 
will be in the Fellowship Hall each Sunday in February. 
We would appreciate the following donations of new or 
gently used items. 
  
 NEWBORN SIZE undershirts (onesies) 
 NEWBORN SIZE    sleepers or gowns 
 Receiving blankets 
 Crib-size blanket 
 Booties or socks 
 Sweater or jacket with a cap or hood 
 Bibs 
  

Women who knit or crochet – your creative donations  
are most welcome! 

Any questions: Marilyn Rothermel at 815-332-2494 or 
Phyllis Melenas at 815- 633-2288. 

Help Light the Flame 
Would you be willing to help assemble the church news-
letter, The Flame, for mailing?  We meet once a month 
for about two hours, starting at 7:30 am, in the Alpine 
Grace office building.  Regular helpers are needed, but we 
would welcome substitutes!  To sign up or for any  
questions, call Marion Kern at 815-240-4125. 

Adult Study 
Sermon Shapers: Lent 

Teachers:  The pastor preaching that week at the respec-
tive Center 
Start Date:  Wednesday, March 8 
Meeting Time:  2:00 to 3:30 pm 
Location:  Alpine Dining Room 
Frequency:  Weekly, for five weeks 
Description:  Join the pastor preaching that Sunday to 
discuss the sermon text and help shape the sermon for 
the coming Sunday.  During Lent, the clergy will be 
preaching on John 9’s story of Jesus’ healing of the blind 
man.  The clergy will explore with class attendees a  
different theme each week based on the John 9 story,  
including the following:  “healing and light,” 
“skepticism & belief,” “God’s will & human rules,” and 
“witnessing & experiencing healing.”  It’s fine to drop in 
whenever you can make it!  No book purchase, just bring 
your Bible.  

Alpine 2017 Flower Calendar is  
Now Available 

The flower calendar is now posted on the wall near the 
Alpine Connection Center. You may sign up now to re-
serve the date you prefer to provide flowers for worship. 
If you have any questions about flower donation, call 
Carol Frey at 815-877-5028.  

Meeting for Current and Potential  
Tutors for Maria Montessori School  

Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm 
Alpine Center Conference Room 

If you are currently tutoring students at Maria Montes-
sori School, or would like to become involved in this im-
portant opportunity, join us and find out more infor-
mation. If you have questions, contact Karen Weedman  
at 815-791-3079. 

Couples Workshop 
Title: Couples’ Workshop: Learning Your Love  
Languages 
Co-Facilitators: Carol Fisher, LCSW &  
Pastor Paul Meyers of Roscoe UMC 
Book: The 5 Love Languages: The Secret to Love that 
Lasts by Gary Chapman 
Cost: $10.00 
Location: Alpine Coffee House 
Two-Part Workshop: 
    Session 1: Sunday, March 12th from 6:15 to 8:15 PM 
    Session 2: Sunday, March 19th from 6:15 to 8:15 PM 

(Childcare available during class time) 
 

Description: "We love each other, but it sometimes feels 
like we speak different languages."   According to  
renowned pastor and marriage counselor Gary Chapman, 
we are wired to speak one of five “love dialects.” During 
this two-part workshop, you'll quickly learn your prima-
ry love language, and that of your partner. Then we'll 
have a week to practice using some simple new skills. 
Our second session will be a fun feedback night on how 
this "speaking a new language" experience worked out. 
You absolutely do not have to be in a traditional mar-
riage to take advantage of this experience. Singles are 
welcome, but coming with your significant other will 
really enhance your experience. 



(Jim Hellmich continued from back page) 

 Bill and Kay Cull moved to Wesley Willows in 
Rockford where the Hellmichs visited them. They liked 
what they saw and moved there. 
   Jim has two sons, six grandchildren and a great-
grandson. One son lives in the Chicago suburbs. The other 
one lives at Cambridge, Wisconsin. 
   Jim recalled that he never read the Bible as a Catho-
lic. His first reading was during a Disciple class. They took 
all four Disciple courses, which they later 
led, plus Christian Believer. 
   Jim started a Bible study at  
Wesley Willows on Monday nights. The 
class started with 18 and in about four 
months it had grown to 26.   He had  
earlier told Pastor Jane, “I’ll take care of the residents out 
here who are members of our church.” 
   They attend the 9:30 a.m. worship service. 
   Throat problems have accompanied Jim’s thorn. He 
does about an hour of therapy daily to maintain ease in 
swallowing.  Despite that thorn, Jim now is working with 
about 20 others at Wesley Willows in the Abiding Group, 
directed by the chaplains there. They visit the lonely and 
dying residents.  “It’s more casual than Stephen Ministry,” 
he explained.  He now visits six or seven Christ UMC 

members who live at Wesley Willows. About 50 of the 
630 residents at Wesley Willows are our members. 
   “We’re supporting the people to make their 
lives more enjoyable,” he said. They’re the residents 
who “sit and wait for things to happen.” 
   “I’m still useful,” Jim said. “Regardless of age, 
there’s something God wants you to do.” Jim is in his 
80s now. 

   “But,” he said, “You have to 
know enough about the Bible to 
know what’s going on and Disciple 
class provides that.” 
   For Jim, serving God hasn’t 
changed. He reflected that as a 16-

year-old he was taking loaves of bread his mother 
baked to the “lonely and elderly” people. 
   And he’s still dancing.  On New Year’s Eve 
he and Jo went to a dance, although they hadn’t 
danced for two years. After watching others dance, 
Jim said he recalled how and they danced almost to 
2017. 
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Issue Deadline Date Stuffing/Mail Date 

January/February January 19 January 25 

March February 16 February 22 

April March 28 March 29 

May April 20 April 26 

June May 25 May 31 

July June 22 June 28 

August July 20 July 26 

September August 24 August 30 

October September 21 September 27 

November October 19 October 25 

December Tuesday, November 21 Thursday, November 30 

          The           Flame 



Nancy knew Diane Wilson before Diane was married 
and they attended the same Lutheran church together. 
Diane and Nancy remained friends after Diane mar-
ried Doug Wilson. When Doug and Diane adopted 
Elena, they asked Nancy and her husband Mark to be 
Elena’s godparents. At this same time, Nancy and 
Mark were looking at a couple of other Lutheran 
churches to find a new church home. When they at-
tended Christ UMC for Elena’s baptism, they felt 
comfortable here. They also decided they wanted to 
see Elena grow up and felt like this was home. 
 
When they first came to Christ UMC, Pastor Emery 
Percell was still pastor here, but it wasn’t long until 
Pastor Dick Wisdom came. Nancy said that Mark 
connected with Pastor Dick and since he didn’t have a 
strong background in the church growing up, this was 
also was a good fit for them. Nancy said she was a part 
of a small group which impacted her faith. They al-
ways encouraged each other and it provided a place 
where you could be authentic and real with what was 
going on in your life. 
 
Nancy explained she enjoys how her faith is impacted 
through the church services. She said, “I enjoy sitting 
in a church service, taking it all in, feeling safe, loved, 
guided and grounded.” 

Nancy said her favorite way 
of living out her faith is 
through serving with the 
kids. She started serving in 
the Sunday School program 
that Children’s Director 
Laura Widstrom designed. 
She was a Shepherd for the 
First Grade class. She would 
take them to their class each week. When that year was 
finished, she asked Laura if she could follow them and 
move to Second Grade. From then on she made a commit-
ment to follow them grade by grade to be a consistent 
presence in their lives. She followed them into the junior 
high program,412, and finally to the senior high program, 
SALT.  This year they are seniors. She has also attended 
two years of workcamps and was blessed by that ministry 
opportunity. She has enjoyed getting to know the students 
in the junior high and senior high program who are in the 
ages surrounding “her kids.”   
 
She said the faith of the freshmen and sophomore youth is 
inspiring to her faith in ways she didn’t expect. She  
explained, “Their faith has caught fire within them and 
they are vocal about it. They are starting to become their 
own people and will talk about it freely with you.” She says 
she has served in other ways in the church but the kids are 
“where her heart is.” 

By Beth A. Palm 

Coins for Rainbow Covenant giving in February 

Our coins for Rainbow Covenant mission giving each Sunday in February will go to Global Refugee/Migration  

Response.  

 Millions of refugees are fleeing war, persecution, and violence in their homeland. 

 Refugees are in search of safety, protection, and a chance at life. 

 UMCOR and Global ministries allow for safe passage, welcome, belonging, and caring for new arrivals. 
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Nancy Halverson 
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Getting to Know Hymn 
Leaning on the Everlasting Arms 

Elisha Albright Hoffman (1839-1929) 

Taken with permission from  
The One Year Great Songs 

 of Faith,  

     One afternoon in 1887, music teacher A.J. 
Showalter dismissed his class and returned to 
his rooming house in Hartsville, Alabama.  
There he found letters from two former stu-
dents, each with a similar story. Both of them 
had lost their wives, and both wives had died 
on the same day.  Showalter began writing 
letters of condolence.  The Scripture that 
came to mind was from Deuteronomy, the 
assurance of God’s “ever-lasting arms” sup-
porting us. 
     Then he wrote a third letter, to Elisha 
Hoffman, a hymnwriter in Pennsylvania. 
Showalter suggested that Hoffman write a 
hymn on that theme.  He even suggested the 
wording of the chorus. Hoffman responded 
quickly with three stanzas, and Showalter 
supplied the music. 
     With God’s arms beneath us, and His love 
surrounding us, we can find strength in even 
the most sorrowful situations. 

What a fellowship, what a joy 
divine, 
Leaning on the everlasting arms. 
What a blessedness, what a peace 
is mine, 
Leaning on the everlasting arms. 
 
Leaning, leaning 
Safe and secure from all alarms; 
Leaning, leaning, 
Leaning on the everlasting arms. 
 
O, how sweet to walk in this  
pilgrim way, 
Leaning on the everlasting arms. 
O, how bright the path grows 
from day to day, 
Leaning on the everlasting arms. 

Leaning, leaning 
Safe and secure from all alarms; 
Leaning, leaning, 
Leaning on the everlasting arms. 
 
What have I to dread, what have I 
to fear, 
Leaning on the everlasting arms? 
I have blessed peace with my 
Lord so near, 
Leaning on the everlasting arms. 
 
Leaning, leaning 
Safe and secure from all alarms; 
Leaning, leaning, 
Leaning on the everlasting arms. 

 

Did you know the late and  
legendary astronaut John Glenn  

had ties to Christ United  
Methodist Church?  

 

His son John David married Karen  
Fagerstrom here at Christ UMC on 
June 5, 1976.  
 
Karen is the daughter of long-time Christ 
UMC members Herb and Doris  
Fagerstrom.  
 
John Glenn returned to Rockford and our 
church to attend Herb Fagerstrom’s  
funeral in March of 2008. Today John  
David goes by Dr. David Glenn. He and 
his wife, Karen Fagerstrom, live in  
Berkley, California.   
 

Photo:  Rockford Register Star 
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Important Dates 
 

February 

12        Joyful Noise Choir 

10/24   Moms Group 

  

March 

12        Joyful Noise Choir 

10/24 Moms Group 

26       Children’s Council Meeting in the    

            Conference room 

 6:10 pm Leader’s Meeting  

 One Great Hour of Sharing 

April 

7/21 Moms Group 

8       Easter Egg Hunt 2017  

                 at OMC -10:30 to 12noon 

9       Palm Sunday/Praise Kids Choir sing  

12         Holy Week (Lenten prayers for Kids)JAM  

13         Maundy Thursday 

14         Good Friday 

16         Easter Sunday /Joyful Noise 

26        Last Wednesday –JAM  

              resumes September 2017 

May 

12       Final Moms Group and will resume in  

                   September 

14        Praise Kids Choir sings  

  Mother’s Day 

17       CUMC w/Preschool Bicycle Blessing  

                    day 6:00 pm -7:30 pm  

21        5pm Children’s Council Meeting   

                     6:10 pm Leader’s Meeting 

28       Memorial Day Sunday (No Sunday School)  

             will resume on September 10th 

 

June 

4 Pentecost Sunday 

12-16 VBS 2017 “Hero Central” – 

             Discover Your Strength in God 

17 VBS Mission Delivery day 

18       VBS Sunday  

               (9:30 am and 11:00 Service) 

Father’s Day 

July     

22       Family Day Camp  

             Reynoldswood Camp (Dixon) 

                  9:00 am—5:00 pm 

 

Sunday School Schedule 
 

8:00 a.m.  

*Infants and Toddlers: (Nursery Room) 

*No Sunday School  
 

9:30 am Alpine Center 

*Infants and Toddlers: (Nursery Room) 

*Pre-School Class – Ages 4 to Kindergarten  
         (Room #7) 

*1st Grade – 3rd Grade Class (Room #1) 

*4th Grade – 5th Grade Class (Room # 3) 

 

Note: 

All children begin in the Sanctuary and are dis-

missed after Children's Message except for the first 

Sunday of the month, Kindergarten- 5th grade chil-

dren will begin downstairs. We will all come up to-

gether to take communion and go back to their 

Sunday School classes. 

 

9:30 am OMC 

*Infants and Toddlers: (Nursery Room) 

*Pre-School-Kindergarten Class (Nursery Room) 

*1st Grade – 5th Grade Class (Sunday School Room) 
 

Note: 

 Begin in Sanctuary for the children’s time and  

        dismissed to go to Sunday School  

 

11:00 am Alpine Center 

*Infants and Toddlers: (Nursery Room) 

*Pre-School Class – Ages 4 to Kindergarten   
         (Room #7) 
*1st Grade – 5th Grade Class (Room #1) 

 

Note:  

Children’s communion every Sunday 

Praise Kids Choir Schedule 
9:30 am and 11:00 am 

(April 9, May 14,October 15, November 19 

December –Cantata Day  and Dec. 24) 

 

 Children’s Council and Leaders Meeting  
(5:00 pm C.Council/ 6:10 pm CFM Leaders) 

(Jan. 29, May 21, Sept. 3, Nov. 12) 



January 1 
Jorge Betancur 
Katherine Steward 
Jeff Swanberg 
January 2 
Jill Fagan 
Kathy Magnus 
Melissa Miller 
John Noonan 
January 3 
Vicki Persinger 
January 4 
Craig Barkley 
Curt Leppert 
Kinsley Miner 
Kailey Watts 
January 5 
Larry Dunlap 
Ellie Harris 
Mike Meehan 
Pat Miller 
Noah McDermott 
Vicki Peterson 
Benjamin Gaffney 
January 6 
Sherri Crawford 
Lisa Dunlap 
Ruth Ann Kearney 
Katie Johnson 
Doug Otwell 
Jeremy Peters 
Wayne Varland 
Mike Warren 
January 7 
Clare Bland 
Darrin Erickson 
Alex Graham-Harris 
Sue Martin 
Sarah Miner 
Grace Olson 
Lily Olson 
Alana O’Quinn 
Lori Whitman 
January 8 
Jessica Groncki 
Kathy Kietzmann 
January 9 
Vickey Alexander 
Nick Johnson 
Kendel Knudson 
 
 
 

January 10 
Elizabeth Buck 
Liam Collins 
Tom Gale 
Tamara Gaumond 
Arianna Kisseih 
January 11 
Kaci Hunter 
Brian Miller 
Judi Thorn 
January 13 
Emily Baldwin 
Alexander Collins 
Tyler Myers 
Robin Mann 
Andrew Pomatto 
Julie Trojniar 
Sarah Wehmeyer 
January 14 
Bob Noble 
Alden Watts 
January 15 
Madeline Kiley 
Edie Radford 
Jenny Nowicki 
Sue Hazlewood-  
    Roberson 
Phoebe Trias 
Liz Wood 
January 16 
Jack Hansen 
Bonnie Holmgaard 
January 17 
Michele Johnson 
January 18 
Elizabeth Steward 
Donald Wight 
Whitney Mayfield 
January 19 
Katie Childs 
Jan McMullen 
Vernadel Schavland 
Curt Shumaker 
Mcrea Smith 
January 20 
Ruth Ann Bloom 
Jack Croffoot 
Michele Fisher 
Mary Lou Sterkeson 
January 21 
Scott Arthur 
Stephenie Dunbaugh 
Paul Myers 
Hannah Schmitt 
Mike Steffen 
Bailey Sullivan 
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January 22 
Joyce Lantz 
Crystal Lundvall 
Kyle Murray 
Michelle Myers 
Robert Powell 
Caitlin Yaun 
January 23 
Delaine Hammon 
Emily Hornsby 
Vivian Leppert 
Erik Stram 
January 24 
Robert O’Quinn 
Austin James Riha 
Mary Jane Schubert 
January 25 
Wills Andersen 
Katherine Greene-         
Hexom 
Ron Ortberg 
January 26 
Barb Trank 
Bob Carter 
Terri Harmon 
Chad Johannes 
Jack Masters 
Cole Poynor 
Rich Riha 
January 27 
Craig Anderson 
Mila Hayag 
Missy High 
Jordan Jacobsen 
Adam Riha 
John Wilson 
Greg Klazura 
January 28 
Art Kneller 
Ashley Flondro 
Stephanie Sarauer 
Tammy Schmitt 
Orv Steinmetz 
Chris Stender 
January 29 
Tim Baldwin 
Carla White-
Carpenter 
Scott Crane 
Olivia Gaumond 
Bob Giannangeli 
Joshua Hedberg 
January 30 
Brittany Jewell 
John Sterkeson 
Starla Stutsman 
 
 
 
 
 

January 31 
Del Arthur 
Rod Brady 
Dennis Buck 
Denise Eilers 
Scott Hulick 
Helen Muir 
 

February 1 
Kristen Busenbark 
Jane Eesley 
Peg Francis 
Barbara French 
Joslin Mathews 
Margaret Newell 
Pat Seuring 
David Stern 
Doris Weir 
February 2 
Carol Fisher 
Caitlin Kerr 
February 3 
Tony Dzik 
Ginger Fall 
Larry Hedberg 
Patrick Lauher 
February 4 
Jennifer Meyer 
Jim Waddell 
Patrick Yates 
Peter Erickson 
February 5 
June Constance Jeschke 
February 6 
Lauren Deppe 
Jean Hennis 
Carter Buteyn 
February 7 
Tara Blazer 
Morgan Luther 
Ryan Ott 
Seth Reynolds 
Grace Reynolds 
Amy Taylor 
February 8 
Nathan Alms 
Maddie Geddes 
Marissa Giannangeli 
Jean Kearney 
Caleb Leaich 
Ryan Magnus 
Chuck Mann 
February 9 
Debbie Schaefer-Istad 
Loren Melenas 
Barbara Wicklund 
Jeanette Aarvig 
 
 
 

Birthdays 

February 10 
Kelly Finch 
Kirk Rydberg 
Scott Sarauer 
Bob Stuttler 
Lindsey Vass 
Nola Wood 
February 11 
Bill Calow 
Xavier Lundberg 
Brian Wicklund 
Mildred Zeller 
February 12 
Bill Cacciatore 
Loretta Fry 
Karen Grover 
Alex Moore 
Alex Wehmeyer 
February 13 
Bailey Carlson 
Donna Hayes 
Marion Kern 
Russ Leopold 
Pam Miner 
Randy Roberson 
Grace Schmaling 
February 14 
Sophia Bradel 
Jo Mohrmann 
Lucy Morlan 
February 15 
Georgia Bradley 
Joyce Gibbons 
Carol Plum 
February 16 
Dale Ortberg 
Jake Stroup 
Lana Zehrung 
February 17 
Heather Atkinson 
Karen Hulick 
February 18 
Larry Andersen 
Olivia Myers 
Roger Newell 
Christa Unangst 
February 19 
David Steffen 
February 20 
Mark Hedberg 
Lisa Jewell 
Carole Miller 
Carrie Murray 
 
 
 

(Continued on  
Next Page) 

 
 



 

The Church is People 
 

Sympathy to: 
Mary Eesley and Pastor Jane Eesley on the death of 
Dick Eesley, Mary’s husband and Jane’s father,  
on December 4 
 
Christine Riemer and family on the death of her  
father, Dave Hoffman 
 
James DePriest, Jr. and family on the death of his 
father, James DePriest, Sr.,on December 1 
 
Jane Gilbert, Gayle Blume and family on the death 
of  Jack Gilbert, Jane’s husband and Gayle’s father 
on December 14 
 
Jackie Dawson and family on the death of her  
husband, Roger, on December 13 
 
Mike and Sherrill Muller on the death of Mike’s 
mother, Louise, on January 11 
 
Doug and Diane Wilson and family on the death of 
Diane’s father, Ed Weiss, on January 14 
 
Mary Hicks and family on the death of her husband, 
Bob, on January 14 
 
Rod and Gail Brady, Art Webb and family on the 
death of Edgar Webb, Gail’s father and Art’s  
brother 
 

 
Wedding: 
Congratulations to Fred and Anita Church, who 
were married on 12/30/16 
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January 2 
Sharon and Robert Ash 
January 3 
Ken and Patti Walker 
January 5 
Adam and Lauren Rheingans 
January 7 
Bruce and Sherry Kobischka 
January 8 
Bill and Judi Flodin 
Chris and Brian Hawes 
January 9 
Grace and Richard Schmaling 
January 14 
Dave and Renée Johnson 
January 16 
Mark and Teri Beam 
Jack and Sheryl Masters 
January 19 
Eugene and June Lietz 
January 23 
Gail and David Pickering 
January 26 
Chad and Karen Lane 
January 27 
Phil and Sally Dawkins 
Dennis and Jan McMullen 
Joy and Rolland Hayag 
January 29 
Jim and Linda Baker 
 

February 1 
David and Nancy Winker 
February 2 
Jeff and Cheryl Wallem 
February 7 
Bruce Dearborn and 
   Nancy Watson 
February 9 
Bob and Jane Stuttler 
February 11 
Bob and Connie Silletti 
February 12 
Bob and Nancy Johnson 
February 13 
Paul and Molly Klazura 
February 14 
Dean and Amy Kurth 
Larry and Marla Wainwright 
February 17 
Tom and Nicky Danielson 
Randy and Wendy Volz 
February 21 
Carol and Rich Fisher 
February 23 
James and Kate Mohan 

 

Birthdays 
(Continued) 

 
 
February 21 
Suzy Black 
Judy Davison 
Mary Ann Foster 
Alan Palm 
Andy Schavland 
Mark Trojniar 
Joann Turner 
February 22 
Bryan Buck 
Dave Carlson 
Gloria Lauher 
February 23 
Matt Ott 
Daniel Sargent 
Gabby Schmitt 
February 24 
Sherry Brandon 
Jeff Kirk 
Heidi Palm 
February 25 
Darla Bradle 
Mark Clark 
Kathy Doulabi 
Bryn Kiley 
Darby McGowan 
Raymond Paul 
Brad Zimmerman 
February 26 
Megan Blackburn 
Samantha Crane 
Karen Kliebe 
Hunter Powell 
Rhonda Yaun 
February 27 
Austin Perez 
Mya Stroup 
Logan Watts 
Airayla Sorg 
February 28 
Sam Finch 
Barb Mink 
Donna Schafman 
Dennis Sweeney 
Jim Welte 
February 29 
Noel Nickel 
Calie Sadewater 
Doug Wilson 
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 From Jane Gilbert and family 
Thanks and blessings to all who sent cards and messag-
es at the time of Jack’s death. Your outpouring of love 
and words of comfort have meant alot to me and the 
family.  And a BIG thanks to all the ladies who pre-
pared and donated salads and bars for the luncheon and 
to all the other ladies who set tables and prepared the 
luncheon for all in attendance.  What a great service to 
the people in our church who are in need of this. And to 
Pastors Jane and Scott, thanks for a most heartwarming 
memorial service for which we are all most grateful. 

 
Volunteers Needed for Sound and Media Team 

Can you volunteer for the Sound and Media Team at Alpine Center? The commitment would be two services, one 
Sunday a month. No prior knowledge is needed.  Training will be provided.  Please contact Patrick Lauher at  
plauher@christumc.cc or Jody Warren at church at 815-399-5910 or jodywarren@christumc.cc for more information 
or to sign up.  We thank you in advance for your consideration.   
 

 From the Golden Agers Center 
The Golden Agers Center held its annual Holiday Party on 
December 15 at Christ United Methodist.  We had antici-
pated a large turnout and felt that it would work out well 
for us at your church.  We were right about that as we had 
180 people in attendance.  Everything went so well in the 
Fellowship Hall area as were able to successfully serve a 
catered lunch and enjoy entertainment.  Thanks to the 
members of Christ UMC for the use of your facility. 

 From Joyce Lantz 
Thank you to all the women and men who provided set 
up, serving, clean up duties or donated bars and salads 
for the luncheon served after the Celebration of Life 
service for Jack Gilbert on December 22.  The family 
was most appreciative to have this delicious luncheon 
for family and friends.  Jane Gilbert contributed many 
times to this mission so it was fitting to be able to re-
turn her kindness. 
 
On January 6, nearly 200 folks came to celebrate the life 
of Dick Eesley.  Thank you to the 13 women and men 
who provided bars and assistance with serving at the 
reception held after the service.  It was a privilege to 
serve Mary and Pastor Jane’s family, church members, 
and guests who attended.  The UMW is so pleased to 
be able to serve our church families with this mission. 

 From Ken Walker 
Thank you to Morry Harms, Don Johnson and Earl and 
Arlene Williams for making the community garden a 
success again last year. 

 From Alvina Stickels 
Thank you to everyone who participated, attended or 
helped in any way to make my 90th birthday memora-
ble.  I especially appreciate all the beautiful cards and 
lovely sentiments. 

 From Audrey Johnson, chair of the Cookie Walk 
I want to thank all volunteers who assisted with the Cook-
ie Walk on Dec. 10. This includes the bakers, tray fillers 
and runners, tapers and those who helped clean up 
(especially Carla), Janis, who played music for us, Natalie 
for MANY things and the people who bought the wonder-
ful selections. Thanks to donors, too.  It was a great day!   

 CROP Hunger Walk 
On December 22, David Jones, Chairman of the Rockford 
Area CROP Hunger Walk, presented a check for 
$8,174.39 (25% of the total raised) to the Rockford Area 
Food Pantry Coalition.  The Coalition is made up of ten 
area food pantries.  Each pantry will receive an equal 
amount.  75% of the proceeds goes to the global humani-
tarian agency Church World Service to respond to disas-
ters in the U.S. and around the world, and to implement 
self-help development programs among the world’s poor-
est people. Thank you to all who supported the 2016 
CROP Walk. 

mailto:plauher@christumc.cc
mailto:jwarren@christumc.cc
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Lower your income taxes with a QCD!!!! 
 
In December of 2016, a new tax law went into effect al-
lowing seniors age 70 1/2 or older to use a QCD 
(qualified charitable distribution) for charitable 
contributions by having the contribution deducted direct-
ly from your IRA. To qualify, the check must go directly 
from your IRA to the charity. This contribution would 
lower your taxable income and reduce the tax you 
must pay on Social Security income. The QCD can also 
be used to pay estimated income taxes. 
 
You may want to consider using the tax savings to in-
crease your charitable contributions with no cost to you. 
 
Further information is available at the Connection Cen-
ter. 
 
To take advantage of this savings, it is recommended that 
you consult your investment advisor and/or your tax 
consultant. 

“Souper” Bowl Sunday Food Collection 
 Sunday, February 5   

 “Souper” Bowl Sunday, the first of our three an-
nual special food drives, is February 5. Before you settle 
in front of the television with family and friends, please 
help both the Rock River Valley and Christ the Carpen-
ter pantries serve those having a food crisis.  By donating 
non-perishable foods such as cans or packages of soup, 
cereal, canned fruits and vegetables, canned meat, pasta, 
chili, rice, macaroni & cheese and peanut butter, you can 
help defeat hunger.   
 If you prefer, monetary donations can be made 
by writing a check to CUMC with “food pantry” noted 
on the memo line.  On February 5, containers for collec-
tion of your donations will be located near the entrances.  
The Outreach Team, pantries and those served by the 
pantries sincerely appreciate your generosity 

Trustees Report:  
2016 Completed Projects 

Following is a listing of projects which were completed 
last year: 
 
Our Master’s Center: 

 Removal of dead trees 

 New pressure tank for the well 

 Corrected/fixed basement leaks 

 Sealed Sanctuary windows 

 Repaired parking lot potholes 

 Restriped parking lot 

 Upgraded restroom facilities to ADA standards 
 
Alpine Center: 

 Chimney repaired, tuck pointed and water sealed 

 New brick pavers (tree) 

 New, energy efficient yard lights (Sanctuary) 

 Flushed main air handlers (Fellowship Hall) 

 New Sanctuary roof 

 New Sanctuary gutters 

 New (inside) Sanctuary LED lighting 

 Dead tree removed 

 Relocated shed behind Preschool (more parking) 

 Repaired potholes behind Preschool 

 Sealed Sanctuary windows 

 New ceiling fans (Dining Room) 

 New light covers in connecting hallway 

 New Energy-efficient lighting in the preschool low-
er level 

 New freezer for preschool 

 Remodeled two offices (Grace building) 

 All exit and power loss fixtures replaced (all build-
ings) 

 Removed all old refrigerator units and salvage of 
old equipment 

 Cleared Trinity building entrance 

 New exterior signage on building 

 Preschool restroom maintenance 

 New entry lights at Trinity building 

 New signed installed on Highcrest (Endowment) 
 
Parsonages: 

 New sump pump installed 

 Dead tree removed 

 New bathroom fixtures 

Church News;  Trustees Report: 2016 Completed Projects 



Family Advent Craft Night 

December 7, 2016 

Christmas Caroling 

December 17, 2016 



Children’s Christmas  Eve Service 

December 24, 2016 



 

 Christ United Methodist Church 
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 Getting to Know You:  Jim Hellmich 
  by Don Black 

 

Check out our website: 

www.christumc.cc 

(continued on page 8) 

  He joined Kraft 
Foods in 1956 and later 
went to Chicago where 
he became a dairy buyer 
for Kraft, managing a  
$1 billion budget while 
traveling worldwide. 
  While at Kraft 
he met Jo, a manager 
who worked with  
appropriations for capital budget.  At a wedding they 
attended, Jim got the okay from Jo’s husband to dance 
with her. Later when Jo was single again, she informed 
Jim, “I’m ready to dance now.” They were married 
in1977. 
   Jo retired in 1989 and Jim retired in1992. 
They spent the first 16 years of their retirement at Hot 
Springs (Ark.) Village, where the late Rev. Bill Cull was 
associate pastor at their church.  Cull was the Hellmichs’ 
mentor. They taught the Disciple courses and Sunday 
school, participated in Emmaus, and Jo was involved in 
Stephen Ministry. 
   

 Jim and Jo Hellmich wasted no time getting  
involved at Christ United Methodist Church when they 
came here in 2008. 
 Soon they were small group coordinators for the 
“Faith In Action” program, and later teaching Disciple 
and study groups at church and at Wesley Willows. 
  But last year Jim withdrew from just about  
everything – because of Parkinson’s disease, which 
turned his voice into almost a whisper. Parkinson’s is a 
degenerative disorder of the central nervous system that 
mainly affects the motor system. Shaking, rigidity and 
slowness of movement are early signs. 
   He prayed, “What does the Lord want me to do 
now?”  His reply came about five minutes later, he said 
during an interview, after reading about Paul’s “thorn” in 
2 Corinthians 7:12.  Today he believes Parkinson’s is his 
thorn. 
 Jim was raised a German Catholic in southeast 
Indiana. A farm boy, he earned degrees in dairy husband-
ry and dairy management at Purdue.  He also was com-
missioned in the Army through ROTC, but missed the 
Korean War in the 1950s. 


