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Food, stories, song 
CUMC to participate in Passover Seder on  

Maundy Thursday 
By Mark McGowan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
When dusk falls to mark the beginning of Passover,  
practitioners of the Jewish faith gather to remember the  
miraculous exodus from Egyptian slavery more than 
3,000 years ago. 
 
They drink wine (we will use grape juice), and they eat 
everything from vegetables and matzah to bitter herbs,  
horseradish, and charoset (a paste of nuts, apples, and 
wine). 
 
Stories are told of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and of the 
Jewish peopleõs exodus from Egypt. 
 
Members of Christ United Methodist Church are invited 
to the Alpine Center sanctuary at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, 
April 13 ð Maundy Thursday ð to experience a Passover 
Seder led by Rabbi Binah Wing of Temple Beth El in 
Rockford. 
 
òOur church worships a block from the Reform Temple. 
Participating in a Passover Seder led by Rabbi Wing is a 
terrific way to learn more about our Jewish neighbors,ó 
Pastor Jane Eesley says.  
 
òThis will be a contemporary Passover Seder, with Rabbi 
Wing explaining elements of the Seder and also the his-
tory of how the Seder has been practiced,ó she adds. òThis 

A new chapter: Holy Club opens  
membership to all 

By Mark McGowan 
 
Men of the Christ United Methodist Church Holy Club 
are looking for a few good women ð with thoughts to 
share on scripture. 
 
After more than two years of weekly meetings to deeply 
dissect books of the Bible one chapter at a time, mem-
bers of the club are now inviting women of the church 
to join their ranks. Meetings are held from 9:30 to 10:30 
a.m. Wednesdays in the old book store of the Alpine 
main church building. 
 
Jeff Swanberg, leader of the club, attributes the new pol-
icy of inclusion to a casual conversation with Pastor 
Jane Eesley. When chatting with her about some of the 
recent discussions, she asked if women were welcome. 
 
Swanberg posed that question to his compatriots, who 
responded with a resounding òyes!ó 
 
òWe thought that women would bring a different per-
spective to the group, especially when weõre talking 
about passages that deal with women,ó Swanberg says. 
òIt will be nice to hear from other people.ó 
 
He opens each gathering with prayer. The group mem-
bers then listen to 3-5 minutes of scriptural music,  
chosen by  
Ted Plum, as they 
center themselves. 
 
Finally, the chapter 
of the week is read. 
 
òThen we stop to 
take a few minutes 
and think about it,ó 

          The         Flame  

(Continued on Page 5) (Continued on Page 5) 



Page 2 

Interfaith Opportunities,  
Or, òWho is my neighbor?ó 
òHow very good and pleasant it is 

When kindred live together in unityó  
(Psalm 133: 1, NRSV 

 

òBut wanting to justify himself, he [the lawyer] asked Jesus, 
ôAnd who is my neighbor?ó  

(Luke 10:29) 
 

The verse from Psalm 133 above took on a special mean-
ing for me in 1992.  I was living in Staten Island, NY, 
serving the second half of my three-year term as a Mis-
sion Intern with our United Methodist General Board of 
Global Ministries.  There I heard the 
story of a Jewish temple which had 
burned to the ground.  While the con-
gregation was rebuilding, they wor-
shiped at a United Methodist Church, 
St. Paul and St. Andrew in Manhattan.  
During the time that both congrega-
tions used the sanctuary, there was a 
large banner on the back wall: òHow 
very good and pleasant it is/ When kin-
dred live together in unity.ó  This verse 
from the Psalms is part of the shared 
scripture of Jews and Christians. I had 
opportunities to worship with both the United Methodist 
Christian congregation and the Reform Jewish congrega-
tion, and it was a pleasure.  Later I learned that when the 
Jewish congregation moved into its new building, they 
continued to plan shared events with the United Method-
ists, who had become kindred to them. 
 
At Christ United Methodist Church, our locations offer 
wonderful opportunities to get to know our neighbors 
from other faith traditions.  The Alpine Center is a block 
from Temple Beth El, the Reform Jewish congregation in 
our neighborhood.  Rabbi Binah Wing from Temple Beth 
El has become a dear friend and an important colleague.  
When Iõm preaching on the Hebrew scriptures, Binah has 

A Word from the Senior Pastor 

helped me with interpretations, and we share a commit-
ment to strengthened interfaith relations in the Rockford 
area. 
 
Instead of a traditional Maundy Thursday service on 
April 13, Rabbi Wing will lead us in a Passover Seder.  
She will lead us through the liturgy (called a Haggadah), 
and we will share in the ritual foods (except that we, as 
United Methodists, will drink grape juice instead of 
wine). Together we will re-enact the story of the first 
Passover, when the Jewish people were freed from slavery 
in Egypt.  My prayer is that this experience will deepen 
our understanding of the Jewish roots of Christianityñ
appreciating our similarities and also honoring our  
differences. 

 
In addition to Alpine Centerõs proximi-
ty to Temple Beth El, the Our Masterõs 
Center is next to the local mosque, the 
Muslim Association of Greater Rock-
ford (MAGR), which houses a school, 
known as the Iqra School.  (òIqraó 
means òWrite!ó in Arabic; it is one of 
the key words in the Quõran, as God 
dictated the scripture to the prophet 
Muhammad).  On Thursday, March 23, 
Our Masterõs Center received a pre-
cious delegationñstudents from the 

kindergarten and fifth grade classes of the Iqra School 
came to visit us.  The church sign at Our Masterõs Center 
had read, òWe Support Our Muslim Neighborsó for a few 
weeks.  This had been quite comforting to the children, 
who often feel misunderstood or even under attack be-
cause of their faith.  The children brought a scrapbook of 
kind wishes from the Kindergarteners, some individual 
letters from the fifth graders, and a large poster, signed 
by children and teachers from throughout the school.  
The poster features a drawing of the world, with òWe All 
Uniteó written on top.  It was a privilege to welcome 

Journey with Jane 
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Alpine Center 
(MAILING ADDRESS FOR  

BOTH  CENTERS): 
4509 Highcrest Road 
Rockford, Il  61107 

Phone:  815-399-5910 
Office Hours: MondayñFriday 

8:30 a.m.ñ5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday Worship Services 
Blended Worship Services: 

8:00 and 9:30 a.m. 
     Celebration Service:  

11:00 a.m. 

Our Masterõs Center 
5973 Darlene Drive 
Rockford, Il  61109 

Phone: (815)399-5910 
   

Sunday Worship Service 
9:30 a.m. Child care is available 

Rev. Jane Eesley, Sr. Pastor 
jeesley@christumc.cc 

Rev. Scott Himel, Assoc. Pastor 
shimel@christumc.cc 

Rev. Deanna Mede, Assoc. Pastor 
dmede@christumc.cc 

Welcome to Christ United Methodist Church!  
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The Flame is a monthly publication of 
Christ United Methodist Church,  
available by mail or online at 
www.christumc.cc. 
EditorñLinda Kuntz 
Features WritersñDon Black,  
Mark McGowan, Beth A. Palm, 
Contributing Photographer ñ 
Joe Whinnery 
Director of  Worship Arts ñJody 
Warren 
Director of CommunicationsñEmily 
Muserallo 

Christ UMC Facebook Pages 
Christ United Methodist Church page 

https://www.facebook.com/cumcrockford 
Christ UMC Childrenõs and Family Ministries page 

https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry 
Christ UMC Student Ministries page 

https://www.facebook.com/studentministriescumc/  

Check out our website at: 
www.christumc.cc 

Second Year Anniversary 
Next month the òDitch the Debt, Grow Our Minis-
triesó capital campaign will be  celebrating its second  
year anniversary.  When we began the capital campaign, 
our total debt was $1.6 million. Our pledged amount was 
$1.137 million. Total contributions received as of Febru-
ary 20, 2017 are $973,007.39. This puts us close to the $1 
million-dollar mark. Can we reach that by May? With 
your help, letõs make the second year anniversary a 
òMillion Dollar Mayó celebration!!  Thanks to everyone 
who has donated and is currently donating to this capital  
campaign. We greatly appreciate it! 

 

these dear children.  We invited them into the sanctuary, 
and Pastor Dee did a beautiful job of describing the ele-
ments of the sanctuary to the children.  I told them about 
my own experiences in Arab East Jerusalem, how many 
Muslims had offered me hospitality and taken good care 
of me during my sixteen months of missionary service 
there.  I think I was glowing for hours afterward. 
 
Jews, Christians, and Muslims share a common heritage, 
tracing our faith back to Abraham, the patriarch.  òHow 
very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together 
in unity.ó  Indeed.  I am profoundly grateful to be  
appointed to Christ UMC, in a community that gives us 
so many opportunities to know our neighbors. 
 
Shalom/
Salaam/Peace, 

  

     Jane  

 

(Journey With Jane continued from Page 2) 
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                           Out to Lunch Bunch 
Garrettõs Restaurant (next to Golf Shack),  

1631 N. Bell School Road 
Thursday, April 27, 12:30 pm 

Call Carol Frey at 815-877-5028 to make your  
reservation by April 24.  Hope to see you there! 

Martha Circle  
Martha Circle will meet on Wednesday, April 12 , at 
12:30 pm in Fellowship Hall.  We will be holding our 
annual Prayer and Self Denial ceremony.  Our pro-
gram will be on Mary and Martha, women of the Bible. 
Both will be presented by Arlene Adden. Please come 
and enjoy fellowship, food and a great program. Invite 
a friend! Questions?  Please call Wilma at 815-877-
3465 or Donna at 815-877-5381. 

Caravan Circle 
The April meeting for Caravan Circle will be April 19 , 
2017 at Our Master's campus at 9:30 a.m. Judi Thorn 
is the hostess and Geneve Harris will do devotions 
which will be the UMW Prayer and Self Denial  
service. Christine Swanberg will be our speaker on 
writing Calls to Worship.   
 
The May meeting for Caravan Circle will be May 17, 
2017 at Egg Harbor at 10:00 a.m.  Geneve Harris is 
the hostess, and she will do devotions, and also lead an 
exercise for us to get better acquainted. We will also 
work on the 2017-2018 calendar and look for a new 
circle leader.  

Priscilla Circle  
Priscilla Circle will meet on April 24 at 6:30 pm in the 
home of Britta Peterson, 1130 Prestwick Pkwy. Suzy 
Black and Darla Bradle will speak to us about the Par-
ish Nurse Program.  Visitors are welcome to join us to 
hear about this very special program at CUMC.   
Questions? Call Deb Laskey at 815-979-8555. 

UMW Circle Schedule 
The United Methodist Women invite all women of  
the church to their circle meetings. Visitors are  
welcome and encouraged!  To learn more about 
each circle, contact Carla White-Carpenter at  
815-885-3425  Some circles do not meet in the  
summer. 

UMW Greeting Cards  
Cards crafted by the UMW will be on sale in Fellowship 
Hall, Alpine Center, on April 9 and April 23 .  If you are not 
familiar with our cards, please visit our card rack on these 
dates. 

Save the (new) date for TLC! 
Saturday, October 7, 2017 

This yearõs annual T ender Loving Craft Fair will be held  
Saturday, October 7 to coincide with Edgebrookõs  
Cinnamon and Cider. Please pass the word to your friends. 
We are currently looking for the following: 
¶ A chairperson for Publicity 

¶ A chairperson for the UMW booth 

¶ A co-chair for exhibitors 

¶ Individuals (male or female) or groups who make quality 
homemade goods to start making them to donate to the 
UMW TLC craft booth. Consider discussing this with 
your Circles. 

¶ New exhibitors 
For general questions, please contact co-chairs Diane Wilson 
or Carla White-Carpenter. For questions on becoming an  
exhibitor, please contact Diane Kirkland. 

TLC Womenõs Clothing Resale 
 On October 7 the UMW will once again sponsor 
our annual event! As we transition from winter to spring and 
summer, please set aside clothing you no longer want.  We 
are looking for junior and womenõs sizes in good condition.  
Sweaters, jackets, coats, blouses, slacks, shoes, purses and 
jewelry are included in the sale. We donõt sell menõs clothing 
but would accept childrenõs clothing.   
 If you have questions, please contact Marion Kern at  
815-240-4125 or Joyce Lantz at 779-210-7565. 

No Balloon Arch on Easter at  
Alpine Center this year  

 You will notice on Easter morning that there is no 
balloon arch this year.  The youth of our church have tradi-
tionally put together this arch made of balloons to decorate 
the sanctuary for Easter morning worship. 
 We at Christ UMC are committed to sustainability 
and felt that using the Earthõs limited helium resources, in 
addition to adding more plastic to landfills, was not in keep-
ing with our beliefs.  Thank you for helping us keep our 
beautiful earth healthy! 

Community Garden  Sign-up April 22  
Sign up for a community garden plot rental is April 22 from 
9:00 am until noon at Our Masterõs Center.  Rental is $30 
per plot.  Questions may be directed to Ken Walker at  
815-540-3423. 



Page 5 

Coins for Rainbow Covenant giving in April  

Our Rainbow Covenant coins in April will go to JFON (Justice for Our Neighbors). JFON, is a 
United Methodist Immigration Ministry that: 

¶ Welcomes immigrants with compassion, dignity and love 

¶ Advocates for immigration laws that are just, humane, and righteous. 

¶ Volunteers set appointments, welcome clients, and conduct intake interviews 

¶ Staff attorneys meet with clients in confidential sessions to provide advice and counsel 

 Front Page Stories Continued; Church News  

is not a Last Supper service; itõs a Seder. By that, I want 
to be clear that we are not Christianizing a Jewish ritu-
al. We are participating in a Jewish ritual as it is prac-
ticed today.ó 
 
Maundy Thursday commemorates, of course, a celebra-
tion of Passover between Jesus and his disciples. 
 
It is the origin of Communion and, in the washing of 
the feet of the disciples by Jesus, a lesson to live in  
humble service. 
 
òChristians traditionally have seen theological connec-
tions between the Passover and the Last Supper offered 
by Jesus. Rabbi Wing will share with us the historical 
development of the Seder, including the ways it may ð 
and may not ð dovetail with our Christian communion 
practices,ó Eesley says. 
 
òToo often, Christians forget that Jesus was a Jew, 
raised by Jewish parents, worshipping Yahweh, whom 
we Christians love as well,ó she adds. òAnything we do 
to understand the Jewish faith more fully can enrich 
and strengthen our own Christian faith.ó 
 
Eesley hopes the Seder will build bridges during òa time 
of growing anxiety and fear of neighbors.ó 
 
òMany of us are curious about our Jewish neighbors, 
but we donõt know where to start to learn more. I thank 
God for my friendship with Rabbi Binah Wing, and I 
am grateful for her generosity in bringing the Seder to 
us. She is a voice for inclusion, justice and mutual lis-
tening,ó she says. òIf thereõs interest, we could partici-
pate in a Friday night service at Temple Beth El at a 
later time.ó 
 
Reservations for the Seder are required. The dead-
line for registration is Monday, April 10, by noon.  
You may sign up at the Connection Center on Sunday 
mornings or call the church office at (815) 399-5910.  

Swanberg says, òand then we delve into it. We all bring 
our thoughts and ideas out. Weõre open to a good dis-
cussion about what weõre reading, and everyoneõs a con-
tributor. There are no right or wrong answers.ó 
 
Club members currently are working their way through 
Acts. Previous books have included Solomon and Prov-
erbs, and club members are eager to explore both testa-
ments ð just not quickly. 
 
òWe do relish the time we have to discuss this,ó says 
Swanberg, who retired four years ago after 41 years at 
Rockford Career College. òWeõre in no hurry to get 
through.ó 
 
He is eager, however, for the greater diversity of opin-
ions. The club previously has enjoyed hearing the in-
sight of Catholics and participants from other 
Protestant faiths, he says. 
 
òI enjoy the ability to share thoughts and ideas with 
other people, and the club gives me a different perspec-
tive. I appreciate what others have to say,ó he says. 
òMany in our group have never discussed any scripture 
before, and thatõs enlightening to me.ó 
 
For more information, contact Swanberg at (815) 398-
0855 or jeff.swanberg@comcast.net. 

(Passover Seder continued from Page 1) (Holy Club continued from Page 1) 

Invitation to MELD Shower on May 5  
 MELD would appreciate your gift of new baby 
supplies and gently used equipment. Gifts need not be 
wrapped. Monetary gifts can be given by writing a 
check to CUMC with MELD written in the memo line.  
This money will be used to purchase supplies and equip-
ment. 
 MELDõs mission is òguiding young parents to 
build a strong family and lead a responsible life by 
providing shelter and education and life skills training.ó 
 If you have questions, please contact Patti 
Walker at 815-540-3423 or klwpawkaw@aol.com. 

mailto:jeff.swanberg@comcast.net
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CUMC Senior Fellowship Group 
Friday, April 21 at noon,  

Alpine Center Dining Room  
 Come and join this group for seniors for a won-
derful homemade lunch and fellowship with your friends. 
Watch for your postcard in the mail. 
 Please call the church office at 815-399-5910 to 
make your reservation by Monday April 17,   Please join 
us!      

   

WOWS  
Widows Or Widowers and Singles 

Open to all single women  
age 65 and over 

 
In April:  

On Wednesday, April 5 , we will be going to the Stock-
holm Inn at noon.  Please bring small travel items for 
Shelter Care Ministries.  Call Sharon Watts at  
815-398-3541 for reservations. 
 

In May: 
We will have lunch at noon on Wednesday, May 17, at 
Der Rathskeller, 1132 Auburn Street.  To make a reser-
vation, please contact Nancy Vogel by May 15 at 815-
633-6894 or nancylovespark@aol.com.  Donations for 
our shelter ministries would be appreciated. Full size 
products are welcome. 

Fellowship News 

Next Scrapbooking/Stamping  
Saturday, April 15  

Scrapbooking/Stamping is scheduled for Saturday, 4/15 
from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm in the Alpine Dining Room.  
Stay for all day or just a half dayñwhatever fits your 
schedule.  Not everyone in our group scrapbooks.  Some 
are stamping or working on other projects so join us for a 
fun day of crafting!  If children will be joining us, itõs re-
quested they be at least middle school age. Please bring 
money for a sandwich plus a snack to share and your own 
beverage.  Call Mary Hicks at 815-742-1136 with any 
questions. 

Moms Connection Group 
 
CUMC Moms Connection Group is a 
group of moms who get together the  
2nd and 4th Fridays of each month during 
the school calendar months. We typically 
meet beginning in September and run 
through the end of May. Our group  
enjoys relaxing and connecting with  
other moms within our community.  
 
You may join us for fellowship, crafts, 
community guest speakers, coffee and 
FUN! Nursery care is available to all  
participating moms! If youõre interested  
in joining us one Friday morning, please 
email Emily Muserallo at 
 emuserallo@christumc.cc.    


