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Food, stories, song
CUMC to participate in Passover Seder on
Maundy Thursday
By Mark McGowan

Flame
Christ United Methodist Church

A new chapter: Holy Club opens
membership to all
By Mark McGowan
Men of the Christ United Methodist Church Holy Club
are looking for a few good women – with thoughts to
share on scripture.

When dusk falls to mark the beginning of Passover,
practitioners of the Jewish faith gather to remember the
miraculous exodus from Egyptian slavery more than
3,000 years ago.
They drink wine (we will use grape juice), and they eat
everything from vegetables and matzah to bitter herbs,
horseradish, and charoset (a paste of nuts, apples, and
wine).
Stories are told of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and of the
Jewish people’s exodus from Egypt.
Members of Christ United Methodist Church are invited
to the Alpine Center sanctuary at 6:30 p.m. Thursday,
April 13 – Maundy Thursday – to experience a Passover
Seder led by Rabbi Binah Wing of Temple Beth El in
Rockford.
“Our church worships a block from the Reform Temple.
Participating in a Passover Seder led by Rabbi Wing is a
terrific way to learn more about our Jewish neighbors,”
Pastor Jane Eesley says.

After more than two years of weekly meetings to deeply
dissect books of the Bible one chapter at a time, members of the club are now inviting women of the church
to join their ranks. Meetings are held from 9:30 to 10:30
a.m. Wednesdays in the old book store of the Alpine
main church building.
Jeff Swanberg, leader of the club, attributes the new policy of inclusion to a casual conversation with Pastor
Jane Eesley. When chatting with her about some of the
recent discussions, she asked if women were welcome.
Swanberg posed that question to his compatriots, who
responded with a resounding “yes!”
“We thought that women would bring a different perspective to the group, especially when we’re talking
about passages that deal with women,” Swanberg says.
“It will be nice to hear from other people.”

He opens each gathering with prayer. The group members then listen to 3-5 minutes of scriptural music,
chosen by
Ted Plum, as they
center themselves.
Finally, the chapter
of the week is read.

“This will be a contemporary Passover Seder, with Rabbi
Wing explaining elements of the Seder and also the history of how the Seder has been practiced,” she adds. “This

“Then we stop to
take a few minutes
and think about it,”

(Continued on Page 5)
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A Word from the Senior Pastor

Journey with Jane
Interfaith Opportunities,
Or, “Who is my neighbor?”
“How very good and pleasant it is
When kindred live together in unity”
(Psalm 133: 1, NRSV
“But wanting to justify himself, he [the lawyer] asked Jesus,
‘And who is my neighbor?”
(Luke 10:29)
The verse from Psalm 133 above took on a special meaning for me in 1992. I was living in Staten Island, NY,
serving the second half of my three-year term as a Mission Intern with our United Methodist General Board of
Global Ministries. There I heard the
story of a Jewish temple which had
burned to the ground. While the congregation was rebuilding, they worshiped at a United Methodist Church,
St. Paul and St. Andrew in Manhattan.
During the time that both congregations used the sanctuary, there was a
large banner on the back wall: “How
very good and pleasant it is/ When kindred live together in unity.” This verse
from the Psalms is part of the shared
scripture of Jews and Christians. I had
opportunities to worship with both the United Methodist
Christian congregation and the Reform Jewish congregation, and it was a pleasure. Later I learned that when the
Jewish congregation moved into its new building, they
continued to plan shared events with the United Methodists, who had become kindred to them.
At Christ United Methodist Church, our locations offer
wonderful opportunities to get to know our neighbors
from other faith traditions. The Alpine Center is a block
from Temple Beth El, the Reform Jewish congregation in
our neighborhood. Rabbi Binah Wing from Temple Beth
El has become a dear friend and an important colleague.
When I’m preaching on the Hebrew scriptures, Binah has

helped me with interpretations, and we share a commitment to strengthened interfaith relations in the Rockford
area.
Instead of a traditional Maundy Thursday service on
April 13, Rabbi Wing will lead us in a Passover Seder.
She will lead us through the liturgy (called a Haggadah),
and we will share in the ritual foods (except that we, as
United Methodists, will drink grape juice instead of
wine). Together we will re-enact the story of the first
Passover, when the Jewish people were freed from slavery
in Egypt. My prayer is that this experience will deepen
our understanding of the Jewish roots of Christianity—
appreciating our similarities and also honoring our
differences.
In addition to Alpine Center’s proximity to Temple Beth El, the Our Master’s
Center is next to the local mosque, the
Muslim Association of Greater Rockford (MAGR), which houses a school,
known as the Iqra School. (“Iqra”
means “Write!” in Arabic; it is one of
the key words in the Qu’ran, as God
dictated the scripture to the prophet
Muhammad). On Thursday, March 23,
Our Master’s Center received a precious delegation—students from the
kindergarten and fifth grade classes of the Iqra School
came to visit us. The church sign at Our Master’s Center
had read, “We Support Our Muslim Neighbors” for a few
weeks. This had been quite comforting to the children,
who often feel misunderstood or even under attack because of their faith. The children brought a scrapbook of
kind wishes from the Kindergarteners, some individual
letters from the fifth graders, and a large poster, signed
by children and teachers from throughout the school.
The poster features a drawing of the world, with “We All
Unite” written on top. It was a privilege to welcome
(Continued on Page 3)
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these dear children. We invited them into the sanctuary,
and Pastor Dee did a beautiful job of describing the elements of the sanctuary to the children. I told them about
my own experiences in Arab East Jerusalem, how many
Muslims had offered me hospitality and taken good care
of me during my sixteen months of missionary service
there. I think I was glowing for hours afterward.
Jews, Christians, and Muslims share a common heritage,
tracing our faith back to Abraham, the patriarch. “How
very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together
in unity.” Indeed. I am profoundly grateful to be
appointed to Christ UMC, in a community that gives us
so many opportunities to know our neighbors.
Shalom/
Salaam/Peace,
Jane

Second Year Anniversary
Next month the “Ditch the Debt, Grow Our Ministries” capital campaign will be celebrating its second
year anniversary. When we began the capital campaign,
our total debt was $1.6 million. Our pledged amount was
$1.137 million. Total contributions received as of February 20, 2017 are $973,007.39. This puts us close to the $1
million-dollar mark. Can we reach that by May? With
your help, let’s make the second year anniversary a
“Million Dollar May” celebration!! Thanks to everyone
who has donated and is currently donating to this capital
campaign. We greatly appreciate it!

Welcome to Christ United Methodist Church!
Alpine Center
(MAILING ADDRESS FOR
BOTH CENTERS):
4509 Highcrest Road
Rockford, Il 61107
Phone: 815-399-5910
Office Hours: Monday—Friday
8:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.
Sunday Worship Services
Blended Worship Services:
8:00 and 9:30 a.m.
Celebration Service:
11:00 a.m.

Our Master’s Center
5973 Darlene Drive
Rockford, Il 61109
Phone: (815)399-5910
Sunday Worship Service
9:30 a.m. Child care is available
Rev. Jane Eesley, Sr. Pastor
jeesley@christumc.cc
Rev. Scott Himel, Assoc. Pastor
shimel@christumc.cc
Rev. Deanna Mede, Assoc. Pastor
dmede@christumc.cc

Christ UMC Facebook Pages
Christ United Methodist Church page
https://www.facebook.com/cumcrockford
Christ UMC Children’s and Family Ministries page
https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry
Christ UMC Student Ministries page
https://www.facebook.com/studentministriescumc/

The Flame is a monthly publication of
Christ United Methodist Church,
available by mail or online at
www.christumc.cc.
Editor—Linda Kuntz
Features Writers—Don Black,
Mark McGowan, Beth A. Palm,
Contributing Photographer—
Joe Whinnery
Director of Worship Arts—Jody
Warren
Director of Communications—Emily
Muserallo

Check out our website at:
www.christumc.cc
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UMW Greeting Cards
Cards crafted by the UMW will be on sale in Fellowship
Hall, Alpine Center, on April 9 and April 23. If you are not
familiar with our cards, please visit our card rack on these
dates.

Save the (new) date for TLC!
UMW Circle Schedule

The United Methodist Women invite all women of
the church to their circle meetings. Visitors are
welcome and encouraged! To learn more about
each circle, contact Carla White-Carpenter at
815-885-3425 Some circles do not meet in the
summer.

Out to Lunch Bunch
Garrett’s Restaurant (next to Golf Shack),
1631 N. Bell School Road
Thursday, April 27, 12:30 pm
Call Carol Frey at 815-877-5028 to make your
reservation by April 24. Hope to see you there!

Martha Circle
Martha Circle will meet on Wednesday, April 12, at
12:30 pm in Fellowship Hall. We will be holding our
annual Prayer and Self Denial ceremony. Our program will be on Mary and Martha, women of the Bible.
Both will be presented by Arlene Adden. Please come
and enjoy fellowship, food and a great program. Invite
a friend! Questions? Please call Wilma at 815-8773465 or Donna at 815-877-5381.

Caravan Circle
The April meeting for Caravan Circle will be April 19,
2017 at Our Master's campus at 9:30 a.m. Judi Thorn
is the hostess and Geneve Harris will do devotions
which will be the UMW Prayer and Self Denial
service. Christine Swanberg will be our speaker on
writing Calls to Worship.

Saturday, October 7, 2017
This year’s annual Tender Loving Craft Fair will be held
Saturday, October 7 to coincide with Edgebrook’s
Cinnamon and Cider. Please pass the word to your friends.
We are currently looking for the following:
 A chairperson for Publicity
 A chairperson for the UMW booth
 A co-chair for exhibitors
 Individuals (male or female) or groups who make quality
homemade goods to start making them to donate to the
UMW TLC craft booth. Consider discussing this with
your Circles.
 New exhibitors
For general questions, please contact co-chairs Diane Wilson
or Carla White-Carpenter. For questions on becoming an
exhibitor, please contact Diane Kirkland.

TLC Women’s Clothing Resale
On October 7 the UMW will once again sponsor
our annual event! As we transition from winter to spring and
summer, please set aside clothing you no longer want. We
are looking for junior and women’s sizes in good condition.
Sweaters, jackets, coats, blouses, slacks, shoes, purses and
jewelry are included in the sale. We don’t sell men’s clothing
but would accept children’s clothing.
If you have questions, please contact Marion Kern at
815-240-4125 or Joyce Lantz at 779-210-7565.

No Balloon Arch on Easter at
Alpine Center this year

Priscilla Circle

You will notice on Easter morning that there is no
balloon arch this year. The youth of our church have traditionally put together this arch made of balloons to decorate
the sanctuary for Easter morning worship.
We at Christ UMC are committed to sustainability
and felt that using the Earth’s limited helium resources, in
addition to adding more plastic to landfills, was not in keeping with our beliefs. Thank you for helping us keep our
beautiful earth healthy!

Priscilla Circle will meet on April 24 at 6:30 pm in the
home of Britta Peterson, 1130 Prestwick Pkwy. Suzy
Black and Darla Bradle will speak to us about the Parish Nurse Program. Visitors are welcome to join us to
hear about this very special program at CUMC.
Questions? Call Deb Laskey at 815-979-8555.

Sign up for a community garden plot rental is April 22 from
9:00 am until noon at Our Master’s Center. Rental is $30
per plot. Questions may be directed to Ken Walker at
815-540-3423.

The May meeting for Caravan Circle will be May 17,
2017 at Egg Harbor at 10:00 a.m. Geneve Harris is
the hostess, and she will do devotions, and also lead an
exercise for us to get better acquainted. We will also
work on the 2017-2018 calendar and look for a new
circle leader.

Community Garden Sign-up April 22

Front Page Stories Continued; Church News
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(Holy Club continued from Page 1)

is not a Last Supper service; it’s a Seder. By that, I want
to be clear that we are not Christianizing a Jewish ritual. We are participating in a Jewish ritual as it is practiced today.”

Swanberg says, “and then we delve into it. We all bring
our thoughts and ideas out. We’re open to a good discussion about what we’re reading, and everyone’s a contributor. There are no right or wrong answers.”

Maundy Thursday commemorates, of course, a celebration of Passover between Jesus and his disciples.

Club members currently are working their way through
Acts. Previous books have included Solomon and Proverbs, and club members are eager to explore both testaments – just not quickly.

It is the origin of Communion and, in the washing of
the feet of the disciples by Jesus, a lesson to live in
humble service.
“Christians traditionally have seen theological connections between the Passover and the Last Supper offered
by Jesus. Rabbi Wing will share with us the historical
development of the Seder, including the ways it may –
and may not – dovetail with our Christian communion
practices,” Eesley says.
“Too often, Christians forget that Jesus was a Jew,
raised by Jewish parents, worshipping Yahweh, whom
we Christians love as well,” she adds. “Anything we do
to understand the Jewish faith more fully can enrich
and strengthen our own Christian faith.”
Eesley hopes the Seder will build bridges during “a time
of growing anxiety and fear of neighbors.”
“Many of us are curious about our Jewish neighbors,
but we don’t know where to start to learn more. I thank
God for my friendship with Rabbi Binah Wing, and I
am grateful for her generosity in bringing the Seder to
us. She is a voice for inclusion, justice and mutual listening,” she says. “If there’s interest, we could participate in a Friday night service at Temple Beth El at a
later time.”
Reservations for the Seder are required. The deadline for registration is Monday, April 10, by noon.
You may sign up at the Connection Center on Sunday
mornings or call the church office at (815) 399-5910.

“We do relish the time we have to discuss this,” says
Swanberg, who retired four years ago after 41 years at
Rockford Career College. “We’re in no hurry to get
through.”
He is eager, however, for the greater diversity of opinions. The club previously has enjoyed hearing the insight of Catholics and participants from other
Protestant faiths, he says.
“I enjoy the ability to share thoughts and ideas with
other people, and the club gives me a different perspective. I appreciate what others have to say,” he says.
“Many in our group have never discussed any scripture
before, and that’s enlightening to me.”
For more information, contact Swanberg at (815) 3980855 or jeff.swanberg@comcast.net.

Invitation to MELD Shower on May 5
MELD would appreciate your gift of new baby
supplies and gently used equipment. Gifts need not be
wrapped. Monetary gifts can be given by writing a
check to CUMC with MELD written in the memo line.
This money will be used to purchase supplies and equipment.
MELD’s mission is “guiding young parents to
build a strong family and lead a responsible life by
providing shelter and education and life skills training.”
If you have questions, please contact Patti
Walker at 815-540-3423 or klwpawkaw@aol.com.

Coins for Rainbow Covenant giving in April
Our Rainbow Covenant coins in April will go to JFON (Justice for Our Neighbors). JFON, is a
United Methodist Immigration Ministry that:


Welcomes immigrants with compassion, dignity and love



Advocates for immigration laws that are just, humane, and righteous.



Volunteers set appointments, welcome clients, and conduct intake interviews



Staff attorneys meet with clients in confidential sessions to provide advice and counsel
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Fellowship News

Next Scrapbooking/Stamping
Saturday, April 15
Scrapbooking/Stamping is scheduled for Saturday, 4/15
from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm in the Alpine Dining Room.
Stay for all day or just a half day—whatever fits your
schedule. Not everyone in our group scrapbooks. Some
are stamping or working on other projects so join us for a
fun day of crafting! If children will be joining us, it’s requested they be at least middle school age. Please bring
money for a sandwich plus a snack to share and your own
beverage. Call Mary Hicks at 815-742-1136 with any
questions.

CUMC Senior Fellowship Group
Friday, April 21 at noon,
Alpine Center Dining Room
Come and join this group for seniors for a wonderful homemade lunch and fellowship with your friends.
Watch for your postcard in the mail.
Please call the church office at 815-399-5910 to
make your reservation by Monday April 17, Please join
us!

WOWS
Widows Or Widowers and Singles
Open to all single women
age 65 and over
In April:
On Wednesday, April 5, we will be going to the Stockholm Inn at noon. Please bring small travel items for
Shelter Care Ministries. Call Sharon Watts at
815-398-3541 for reservations.
In May:
We will have lunch at noon on Wednesday, May 17, at
Der Rathskeller, 1132 Auburn Street. To make a reservation, please contact Nancy Vogel by May 15 at 815633-6894 or nancylovespark@aol.com. Donations for
our shelter ministries would be appreciated. Full size
products are welcome.

Moms Connection Group
CUMC Moms Connection Group is a
group of moms who get together the
2nd and 4th Fridays of each month during
the school calendar months. We typically
meet beginning in September and run
through the end of May. Our group
enjoys relaxing and connecting with
other moms within our community.
You may join us for fellowship, crafts,
community guest speakers, coffee and
FUN! Nursery care is available to all
participating moms! If you’re interested
in joining us one Friday morning, please
email Emily Muserallo at
emuserallo@christumc.cc.
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Church News

Rockford WorkTeam

Thank you for Layettes

Christ UMC is launching a new mission opportunity in 2017: Rockford WorkTeam. Christ’s Rockford
WorkTeam is an adult work team opportunity that will
be coordinating with Rev. Danice Loveridge from Rockford Urban Ministries (RUM) to find local homes that
need repairs. These homes will fall within the guidelines
used by the RUM Rockford Work Camps organization,
meaning that they will be homes that need help due to
some identifiable need.

Because of your generous newborn donations during the month of February, the UMW
was able to assemble 38 gift layette packages for
Crusader Clinic. A special thank you for the beautiful crochet/knitted sweaters and blankets.
On Wednesday, May 10 at 10:00 am in
the Alpine Sanctuary, Pastor Jane will give a blessing over the layette gift packages. The UMW
invites you to attend this special gathering with
Mary Ann Pifer, from Crusader Clinic.

Unlike traditional work camps, Christ’s
WorkTeam will not work one week and end the relationship with the owner. The work team’s work may be
completed in one weekend or over the course of multiple
weekends; however the relationship with the home owner will be ongoing and reciprocal. We will be in relationship with the home owners working together to improve
their lives, our lives, and Rockford one relationship at a
time.
The Rockford WorkTeam is in the earliest stage
of organization; as quickly they can they will announce
upcoming meetings for prospective team members and
supporters. Keep watching your Enews!

Project Undershare Collection in April
The Outreach Committee has designated April as the
month to collect for Project Undershare. This is a nonprofit organization that supplies undergarments to school
-aged children, Pre-K three and older, in the Rockford
area who are in need. Project Undershare supplies to
organizations such as The Children’s Clothes Closet,
RPS 205 Homeless Program, Harlem School District
Homeless Program, Head Start and the Crusader Clinic
locations. Collecting NEW socks, underwear, and
t-shirts, they distribute approximately 7,000—9,000
items a quarter.
Monetary contributions are also appreciated. Just
make your check to CUMC and mark Project Undershare in the memo line. There will be collection points
at both the Alpine Center and Our Master’s Centers. If
you have any questions, please contact LeeAnn Mowbray
at (815) 877-0398 or lkmowbray@comcast.net.

Save the (new) date for the
2017 TLC— Saturday, October 7
This year’s annual Tender Loving Craft
Fair will be held Saturday, October 7, to coincide
with Edgebrook’s Cinnamon and Cider. All proceeds
go toward missions. We invite all individuals (male
or female) or groups who make quality homemade
goods to start making them to donate to the UMW
TLC craft booth.
Persons wishing to sign on as an exhibitor
and rent a booth should contact Diane Kirkland.
For other questions, please contact co-chairs Diane
Wilson or Carla White-Carpenter.

Do You Have a U.S. Flag
That Should Be Retired?
The U.S. Flag code states that, “the
flag, when it is in such condition that it is no
longer a fitting emblem for display, should be destroyed in a dignified way, preferably by burning.”
Thus, when a flag is torn and tattered beyond repair, it's time for it to be retired. If you have a flag
that needs to be retired, Patrick Wagner’s Cub
Scout Pack 206 will be glad to properly retire your
flag. Pack 206 is planning a campout the last weekend in April and during the campout will be performing a flag retirement ceremony.
Please bring your tattered flags to CUMC
and place in the cabinet in the main entrance to the
Alpine Center marked for flags to be retired.
If you have any questions please call Paul
Carpenter (815) 979-5005. Thank you for allowing
the Cub Scouts to properly retire your flag.

CUMC Personal Care Ministry
Our Outreach Committee appreciates your continued support of our Personal Care Ministry. Most items are
donated to Shelter Care Ministries or Carpenter’s Place. Shelter Care Ministries focuses on the homeless of our
community. They provide meals, daily life services, and educational services. Both have websites where you can
learn more about them. As you know, budgets are tight for both of these caring agencies. A list of food items,
kitchen items, and cleaning supplies they could use is posted on the front of the collection container at both
Centers. We do appreciate it if you check your items to see that they have not been opened. Thank you!
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(Darla Bradle continued from back page)

Life wasn’t easy. The troupe did four shows every
day, three to four weeks in a row. Then they would get five
or six days off. Her most difficult performance was a
Thanksgiving show, when she danced after eating that
special meal. She managed, however, to keep everything
together.
“Many of us were blondes at the time,” she explained, as she showed photos of her. “I got to be a nun in
an Easter show,” she says, “but I never did get to do the toy
soldiers number at Christmas, which was special.” She did
get into an NBC Christmas Show Special about the dancers.
In 2001 she attended the 75th reunion of
the Rockette alumni.
Darla recalled one hardship in
New York, when the city had its first
major blackout. She waited and waited
as full buses continually passed by. When
she finally got one, she wasn’t sure she could through the
crowd at her stop. In her apartment building she climbed
the stairs in the dark and groped around in her dark
apartment.
When she got married, the Rockettes were on their
only strike, and couldn’t come to her wedding.
She was pregnant with her first daughter, Kelly, in
New York. Erin also was born in New York while Sasha
was born in Rockford. All three of her daughters were
baptized and married at Christ Church.
Her daughters are: Kelly, who lives at Stillman Valley, is a teacher at Meridian Junior High School, and has
three children; Erin, who lives in South Carolina, works in
children’s retail for an outlet mall, and has four children;
Sasha, who lives at Madison, is a pharmacist, has a child
and is expecting another one.
Darla went to Rockford schools and graduated
from East High School. “I was sort of a nerd,” she said, but
she did bit parts in school plays.
After the Rockettes she moved back to Rockford
and taught dance again for several years. Her cousin wanted to be a nurse, so Darla took
college prep courses in high
school. “I always thought if
dancing didn’t work out, I’d
become a nurse,” she said.
She learned that the
hospital nursing schools all
wanted full-time students, but
Rock Valley College had parttime classes. She taught dance
and studied part time.
She earned her associate’s degree in nursing in 1975

at Rock Valley, then a bachelor’s in
1991 and her master’s in 2004, both
in nursing, at Northern Illinois
University.
Darla worked at Saint Anthony Medical Center, supporting
three girls. She retired as a clinical nurse specialist –
covering neuro-trauma and cardiac areas – retiring in
2013. Today she’s adjunct clinical faculty one day for
Rockford University at MercyHealth (formerly Rockford Memorial Hospital) and two days at Saint Anthony Medical Center.
At church Darla takes blood pressures on
Sunday as a parish nurse. She also has been a
“mugger,” delivering mugs to first time visitors at the
church. Now she’s on the Staff Parish Relations
Committee.
Darla has lived in Davis Junction since 1977.
She also has a cabin, purchased from her sister, in
Wisconsin where she spends much of her summers.
Although her “entire family” has dogs, Darla
has two cats. Because she sometimes is gone12 hours
at a time “that’s not fair to a dog,” she said. She sometimes babysits a dog … along with a grandchild.
Darla enjoys sewing and participates in the
church’s Quilting Group. “When I started sewing, it
was much cheaper,” she said.
Another pleasure is visiting Paris, which she
has done three times. She and two friends – one who
has been to Paris 12 times – rent an apartment near
the Picasso Museum for a couple of weeks when they
go. Darla does okay because she took French in high
school. They’ve been to all of the major tourist spots.
So now, “We just take off and walk,” she said. They
enjoy the cemeteries and flea markets too.
After one has been taught perfect posture and
how to move correctly, what does Darla notice in other women. “You know, the worst postures you see are
in photographs of the bridesmaids, who are just trying
to keep things together,” she said.
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Karen Greenwood

Karen and her husband Ron were members of Christ
UMC in the 1970’s. Both of their daughters were baptized here. They left in 1979 and worshiped for a time
at Central Christian Church. Both Ron and Karen
were raised in church, Ron in a Methodist Church and
Karen in the Christian Church. When Karen was
young, church camp had an impact on her faith. She
looked forward to the week of chapel every night,
bonfire, and church songs they sang.
After several years at the Christian Church, Karen and
Ron felt nudged to search for a new church home
again. After a few unsatisfying experiences they found
themselves coming back to Christ UMC in 2012.
Karen said they made a full circle and felt at home
when they came back. She said, “You follow your
heart and it led us.” Throughout their lives she has
felt God provided what they needed in a church home
at the time.

Karen enjoys living out her faith through volunteering. She said that she retired after 35 years from
Waldom Electronics on a Thursday and on that Sunday she told Gayle George she wasn’t working anymore and could volunteer. Karen feels that the gift
you can give is your time. She has helped in a variety

of areas. She helped Phyllis
Melenas with the desserts for
the Wednesday night dinners. She helps stuff the
monthly church newsletter,
serves on the funeral guild,
helps with coffee hour, volunteers when needed at the connection center, is a pew scooter, and is in the WOWS
group. She also volunteers on Thursday afternoons in the
church office. Karen says she has enjoyed every minute of
volunteering, “Each place you volunteer, you meet more
people.”
One group especially important to her faith was the grief
group. When she and Ron rejoined the church, tragically
Ron died the next day. Karen said the grief group really
helped. People there were sharing similar journeys and
emotions. She could express her feelings and people understood. She said she made close friends by being in the grief
group. Karen also said that when the death of a loved one
or friend happens, your faith can either get stronger or you
lose faith. In her experience, her faith strengthened. She
said joining CUMC was one of the best decisions she and
her husband ever made.
By: Beth A. Palm

In July 1999, what was to be a recreational hike on a summer vacation for
former Christ UMC Senior Pastor Emery Percell and his grandson, Robert
Holloway, turned into a serious situation when they became lost in San Juan
National Forest in LaPlata County, Colorado. A search and rescue effort was
launched Thursday, July 29, 1999.
During the search, there was a late-night vigil held at Christ UMC with 250
people in attendance. The two gentlemen were rescued by a team of Colorado
Mounted Rangers on Saturday, July 31,1999. Rev. Percell was admitted to the
ICU for the next three days. He returned to the pulpit Sunday, August 15,
1999, and spoke of his “theological journey.”

Emery and Betty Ann Percell
Photo from the
Rockford Register Star
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Getting to Know Hymn; The Youth Perspective
Getting to Know Hymn

“I Will Sing of My Redeemer”
Philip Paul Bliss (1838-1876)

I will sing of my Redeemer
And His wondrous love to me;
On the cruel cross He suffered,
From the curse to set me free.

I will praise my dear Redeemer,
His triumphant power I’ll tell,
How the victory He giveth
Over sin and death and hell.

Sing, O sing of my Redeemer,
With His blood He purchased me;
On the cross He sealed my pardon,
Paid the debt and made me free.

I will sing of my Redeemer
And His heavenly love to me;
He from death to life hath
brought me,
Son of God with Him to be.

I will tell the wondrous story,
How, my lost estate to save.
In His boundless love and mercy,
He the ransom freely gave.

Taken with permission from
The One Year Great Songs
of Faith,

It’s not easy to keep the Christian faith
bottled up. Throughout history, various rulers have tried to keep Christians from
preaching the gospel, but with little success.
Ancient Rome would not have minded if
Christians had just kept to themselves, privately enjoying their faith. But it doesn’t
work that way. As the apostles told the authorities in Jerusalem, “We cannot help
speaking about what we have seen and heard”
(Acts 4:20).
Bliss was the songleader for an evangelist
known as Major Whittle, based in Chicago.
This hymn text was found in Bliss’s trunk
after he and his wife died in a train accident
in 1876. James McGranahan, who succeeded
Bliss as Whittle’s songleader, wrote the music and used it in their meetings.

A Fresh Take…The Youth Perspective
By Katie Childs
The white gazebo sat in the sun on the edge of the river. I gazed down at it from my window, imagining that it held all
the answers to the epitome of stifled adventure. That weekend at Key Club Convention (where sitting was all too frequent and fresh air a luxury), this gazebo was by far the most intriguing and mysterious thing I’d seen thus far. I had a
strong urge to pay it a visit—to sit on its floor and stand at its rail.
I looked over my shoulder at the three other girls occupying the room.
“Do you want to go for a walk?” I said to no one in particular. “I’d like to see that gazebo up close.”
The girl under the covers didn’t offer even a grunt in reply, another said something about wanting to take a
nap, and the third mentioned a shower.
I turned back to the window, sighing to myself. This afternoon, empty of plans, had so much potential—I
could practically feel the call sizzling underneath my skin. To stay in this confined building on a day such as this
seemed to me a kind of torture. Making a decision, I grabbed my coat and book, put on my shoes, and glanced out the
window again—briefly planning my route.
“I’m going for a walk,” I said as I left the room.
No one replied
Once outside, the warm briskness of the sun mixed with the chill breeze immediately heightened my senses
and fueled my body that’d been aching for movement. I walked around a bit on a path across from the hotel, then eventually went to my main destination: the gazebo. I stood at the rail, watching the river, and sat down on its floor, pulling out my book to read.
This peaceful moment meant the world to me. The short adventure I’d made for myself quickly became the
most valued moment of my weekend.
Once back inside—and after reading a bit more in the lobby—I returned to our room to prepare for the next
session.
As I looked down once again at the gazebo, I felt a sensation of dreams and adventure and fulfillment staring
back up at me.
“So I commend the enjoyment of life, because there is nothing better for a person under the sun that to eat and drink and be
glad. Then joy will accompany them in their toil all the days of the life God has given them under the sun.” Ecclesiastes 8:15

Page 11

Important Dates
April

Sunday School Schedule
8:00 a.m.

7&21 Moms Group
8
Easter Egg Hunt 2017
at OMC -10:30 to 12noon
9
Palm Sunday/Praise Kids Choir sing
12
Holy Wednesday –JAM Night
13
Maundy Thursday
14
Good Friday
16
Easter Sunday /Joyful Noise
26
Last Wednesday –JAM
Note: Please grab a copy of our Family Lenten Devotion
at the Connection Center

On Holy Wednesday, April 12, at
6:00 p.m.– 7:30 p.m. we will be
focusing on prayer time at
JAM (Jesus and Me)
There WILL BE Sunday School on
Easter Sunday, April 16.

Saturday, April 8, at 10:30 a.m.
At Christ UMC, Our Master’s Center
Bring your Easter baskets.
If weather permits, we will hunt outdoors.
Otherwise, we will hunt indoors!
There will be treats and an Easter craft
for all participants

*Infants and Toddlers: (Nursery Room)
*No Sunday School
9:30 am Alpine Center
*Infants and Toddlers: (Nursery Room)
*Pre-School Class – Ages 4 to Kindergarten
(Room #7)
*1st Grade – 3rd Grade Class (Room #1)
*4th Grade – 5th Grade Class (Room # 3)
Note:
All children begin in the Sanctuary and are dismissed after Children's Message except for the first
Sunday of the month, Kindergarten- 5th grade children will begin downstairs. We will all come up together to take communion and go back to their
Sunday School classes.
9:30 am OMC
*Infants and Toddlers: (Nursery Room)
*Pre-School-Kindergarten Class (Nursery Room)
*1st Grade – 5th Grade Class (Sunday School Room)
Note:
Begin in Sanctuary for the children’s time and
dismissed to go to Sunday School
11:00 am Alpine Center
*Infants and Toddlers: (Nursery Room)
*Pre-School Class – Ages 4 to Kindergarten
(Room #7)
*1st
Grade – 5th Grade Class (Room #1)
Note:
Children’s communion every Sunday

Vacation Bible School 2017
Where: At Christ UMC
4509 Highcrest Rd. Rockford
When: June 12-16
Time: 9:00 am – 12:00 pm
Contact: Joy Hayag at jhayag@christumc.cc
Or call at 815—399-5910
Free registration

Birthdays; Thank You Notes
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April 8
Rich Cooper
Ryan Cullen
Amy Nelson
Javier Saez-Gimeno

April 1
Debbie Anderson
Greg Knapp
Stefani Mays
Phyllis Smerke
Todd Yaun
April 2
Heidi Lester
Andrew Raffety
Lilah Mayberry
Roger McKelvey
Sharon Mouri
Sue Van Grove
April 3
Gary Chessare
Geneve Harris
Kayte Kloss
Troy Makulec
Christine Riemer
Lindsay Roegner
Chad Williams
Brady Nethery
April 4
Doug Johnson
Janet Johnson
Andrew Lantz
Megan Salser
Christina Schula
April 5
Edna Berggren
Barry Mikels
Joel Shumaker
April 6
Claire Kelley
Jack Mumma
Beth Mutton
Barbara Sue Nevel
April 7
Anne Pierce
Julia Zimmerman
Emelie Buteyn

April 9
Kelly Beaman
Austin Leaich
Dorothy Peters
Sarah Price
Dennis Thorn
Lindsay Milleman
April 10
Marty Bogie
April 11
Bryn Lipton
Jacob Miller
Nathan Schoff
April 12
Jim Chancellor
Coda Coffer
Leland Cottrell
Gayle George
Jack Hansen
Giavanna Tartaglia
April 13
Carol Beaman
John Hexom
Gregg Herrmann
Ron Raiber
Amanda Milloro
Jonathan Volz
Cameron Guzman
April 14
Wendy Blackburn
Steve Davis
Kaylie Miller
Kelsie Miller
Linda Nevel
April 15
Jim McGowan
Nicole Mann
Ethan Volk
April 16
Ben Stern
April 17
Sharon Bliss
Virginia Gully
Derek Hunter

April 18
Beatty Muserallo
Alexandra Jacobs
Wade Potter
April 20
Kari Davis
Joshua Harper
Teagan Marino
Kyra Murray
Gabriella Williams
April 21
George Garner
LeRoy Grande
Scott Martin
April 22
Cadie Arthur
Tracey Greenland
Eliott Melenas
Nancy Otwell
Doug Pomatto
Austin Reisetter
John Schmitt
Cory Schrank
Rachel Schrank
Isaac Williams
Zachary Jardeen
Hayley Jardeen
April 23
Nate Calow
Stella Cacciatore
George Edwards
J Halpin
Anne Wilson
April 24
Brian Hawes
Adam Moore
Hilary Peterson
Jenae Rezin
April 25
Mary Gummow
Carson Masters
April 26
Cameron Geddes
Sherrill Muller
Phil Rives
April 27
Olive Bresette
Andrew Chancellor
Lexi Fagan
Alex Geddes
Lola Cuyler
Christopher Roegner
Mark Schaible
Myrna Schelling

April 28
Donna Copeland
Doris Dion
Tony Dzik
Lucas Molina
April 29
Jan Hudgin
Jackson Nickel
Kaila Roberson
Wes Sattelberg
Jeanine Wang
April 30
Rachel Erickson
Betsy Leverenz
Susan McLaughlin



From Velva Unger
Thank you to the quilters, Pastor Dee, and my
friends for your prayers, cards, and notes of
support. God blessed me with early cancer
detection. I’m fine.


From Ken Walker
Thanks to all for the prayers, cards and calls
wishing me a speedy recovery from hip surgery.
All were appreciated.



From Nancy Vogel
Thank you, again, for all your prayers and
support during my continuing episodes of
pneumonia in February and March. Belated
thanks to Carol Fleming and Sandi Johnson
for trips to the grocery store for me. Also,
special thanks to Karen Greenwood and Joni
Arthur for covering class sign-up and book
distribution, and to Pastor Scott and Gayle
George for facilitating that coverage. I am
very blessed and so thankful to have such
a wonderful church family.

Anniversaries; The Church is People; Church News
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The Church is People
Sympathy to:
April 3
Donald and Ruth Ann Bloom

Mike and Elizabeth Steward on the death of Mike’s
mother

April 4
Mark and Nancy Halverson

Jack and Janna Becherer on the death of Janna’s mother,
Anne Hoekstra

April 5
John Hexom and Katherine Greene-Hexom
Phoebe and Gedeon Trias

Ray and Judy Hodgin and family on the death of Judy’s
sister, Donna Jean Fisher, who died on March 5

April 9
Mark and Sandra Wright

Linda Baker and family on the death of Linda’s
husband, Jim Baker, on March 16

April 11
Charles and Mary Jo Frey
Tom and Pam Laughlin

Congratulations to:

April 13
Dave and Patti Replogle
April 16
Scott and Alicia Arthur
April 17
Rich and Kelley Roach
Joe and Deb Whinnery
April 18
Ben and Frances Conway
April 20
Dean and Becky Schoff
David and Amy Steffen
April 21
Bill and Nancy Trevey
April 24
Kate and Ben Harper
April 25
Brian and Jodi Miller
Jarrett and Bethany Morlan
David and Donna Schafman
April 26
Al and Patti Lashock
April 27
John and Patty Armstrong
Lori and Austin Reisetter
Dennis and Judi Thorn
April 28
Jack and Wanda Schroeder

Jacob Hedberg, for winning his third diving medal and
coming in 10th at the state diving meet in WinnetkaNew Trier in February. Jacob is the son of Mark and
Alina Hedberg and the grandson of Larry and Nancy
Hedberg.

Next New Member Class
Sunday, May 7, 4:00-7:00 pm
Alpine Dining Room
Dinner will be served and child care will be provided. New members will be received into the church on Sunday, May 21, at the
service and worship center of their choice.
If you are interested in joining Christ UMC as part of your
discipleship journey, please contact Gayle George at 815-399-5910
or email her at gaylegeorge@christumc.cc.

Alpine Annual Spring Landscape Clean Up
We plan to rake, trim, and ready the flower beds for planting at
Alpine Center. If you can help, bring rakes, leaf bags, and trimmers.
Saturday, April 8, 8:30 am—noon
Rain date: April 11, 8:30 am—noon
Come and get your exercise and fresh air. Questions? Call Jack
Schroeder at 815-399-9160.

“Souper” Bowl Sunday Donations
a Win for Pantries
“Souper” Bowl Sunday donations of non-perishable food to the
pantries totaled over 800 pounds and equated to more than $1,350.
Donations were split between Christ the Carpenter and Rock
River Valley pantries. In addition, $600 in donations have been
given so far in 2017. On behalf of those having a food crisis, both
pantries relayed their thanks for your contributions.
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Dinner Theater Pictures; Easter Egg Hunt; Bike Event

Bikes, Trikes and Blessings
Wednesday, May 17, 6:00-7:30 pm
What’s better than church and preschool families coming together for a fun night of
bikes, trikes and blessings? This new event combines the church’s annual Blessings
of the Bicycles and the Christ UMC Preschool Center’s Trike-A-thon. Two events,
One Night, New Name!
Bikes, Trikes and Blessings will be Wednesday, May 17, 2017 from 6:00 p.m.7:30 p.m. in both the Christ UMC church parking lot (south) and the preschool
center drop off parking lot. All families (church and preschool) will meet in the
courtyard for a bike or trike blessing and then dismissed to the church side or
preschool side. Children age 5 and under will go to the preschool drop off parking lot
for their bicycle fun! Children age 6 and older will head over to the south parking lot
of the church where there will be bicycle races and games to be played! All
children need to have proper adult supervision at all times. Dinner will be served to
participating families in the courtyard after the bike and trike blessings.

Saturday, April 8, at 10:30 a.m.
at Our Master’s Center
 Bring your Easter baskets.
If weather permits, we will hunt outdoors.
Otherwise, we will hunt indoors!
 There will be treats and an Easter craft for all participants.


shake off the

Bring a friend and join us for this special day!

Dinner Theater 2017 was a success! We had over 160 people in attendance and everyone had an enjoyable
time. This year’s theme was Murder Mystery and the kids enjoyed putting the show together for everyone.
Proceeds go toward this summer’s Senior High Workcamp in Belleville, IL. Thank you to all those who attended!

Update on Comanche Property
During our Church Conference held on December 4,
2016, a resolution was passed authorizing the purchase
of the home located at 1426 Comanche Drive (referred
to as the brown house) for $50,000 and then demolishing the brown house along with the property at 1424
Comanche Drive (referred to as the blue house) that
CUMC already owns. To understand why we wanted
to do this it is important to understand the history of
the Comanche property.
In the late 1980’s the congregation was concerned
about being “land locked.” The strategy we adopted was
to acquire houses on Comanche Drive adjacent to our
property as they came up for sale to provide for eventual expansion. CUMC acquired the first house in
November 1990 and then acquired seven more for a total of eight houses. One house was leveled
to install a driveway to Comanche Drive.
With the acquisition of the Rosecrance
property the concern over being “land
locked” was alleviated. Christ Church
then was in a position of being landlords
as we rented these homes to individuals.
In 2011 a facilities taskforce was established in response
to the congregation’s financial difficulties. Its purpose
was to review all of the facilities and property of CUMC
and make recommendations about the various properties and facilities. One committee was focused on the
Comanche property. The recommendation by the Comanche property committee was to sell the properties,
which was approved by the congregation at a Church
Conference held in June of 2012. At that time there was
a mortgage on the properties totaling around $350,000.
During the time we attempted to sell the properties it
became apparent that the housing market was such that
it was going to be difficult to sell these properties and
receive enough proceeds to pay off the mortgage. A
donor family came forward with an offer to pay off the
mortgage and provide funds to demolish the houses to
create green space. A vision was created to eventually
purchase the brown house, demolish all of the houses
north of the driveway to Comanche and to sell the one
house we owned south of the driveway to fund the eventual purchase of the brown house. This proposal and
vision was approved at a Church Conference held in
June 2012. Since there were five houses in a row we
owned north of the brown house we had these five demolished. We did not demolish the blue house (which is
directly south of the brown house) because we felt it
was not appropriate to leave the owner of the brown
house in a house standing all by itself. The house south
of the driveway to Comanche was sold. By purchasing
the brown house, and demolishing these two remaining
houses, we would be fulfilling both the vision created
and the covenant made with the donor family to create
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this green space.
During the recent Church Conference it was noted that
the owner of the brown house had not accepted our offer
and that he had informed us he was reviewing another
offer he had received. Since then, we have been informed
that the owner of the brown house received an offer from
another party in the amount of $57,000. That offer was
accepted and recently the sale of the brown house to this
other party has been finalized. Since we were unable to
purchase the brown house, the Leadership Team asked
the trustees for a recommendation on what we should do
with the blue house. The trustees reviewed three options: continue to rent out the blue house, demolish the
blue house or sell the blue house.
A concern with the first option is that even
though currently we are making a little on
renting the house, we have not invested in
maintaining the house in anticipation of
demolishing the house. Thus the house is
going to need significant repairs in the
near future.
The second option of demolishing the house is not appealing for the same reason we did not demolish it several years ago. It would leave the brown house all by
itself.

The Trustees recommended the third option to the
Leadership Team of selling the blue house. The proceeds from selling the blue house along with the funds
reserved from selling the house south of the driveway to
Comanche could be used to fund other maintenance projects to our facilities. It also gets us out of the landlord
business.
During the time the trustees were reviewing options
with the blue house, Pastor Jane met with the donor family to update them on the Comanche property and get
their feedback. The donor family has stated that they
will support whatever is best for CUMC and that the
funds that they had donated to demolish the two houses
could be used to fund other capital projects.
With the feedback from the donor family, the Leadership
Team voted to accept the recommendation by the Trustees of selling the blue house. We will be moving forward to sell the blue house as soon as possible.
If you have any further questions or concerns please do
not hesitate to contact Paul Carpenter, chair of the
Leadership Team.
Paul Carpenter
Email pecarp@comcast.net Phone (815) 979-5005
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Next Flame Deadline: April 20, 2017

Check out our website:
www.christumc.cc

Articles may be e-mailed to lindakuntz@christumc.cc or
mailed/brought to the church office by the deadline date.

Getting to Know You: Darla Bradle
By Don Black
When you learn Darla Bradle’s e-mail address,
grammydance@gmail.com , you know much about her.
The other word you need to add for a fuller description is
“nurse.”
Now a grandmother of eight grandchildren,
Darla danced a few years with the famous Rockettes of
Radio City Music Hall in New York City. And she’s a
retired nurse who’s now an adjunct faculty at Saint
Anthony College of Nursing and Rockford University.
Although Darla has been a member of Christ
United Methodist Church since she was 10 years old,
people may know her best today as one of the parish
nurses or one of those working at the Information
Center on Sunday mornings in the narthex.
Darla attended church in the Youth Room before
the sanctuary was built. “I remember wishing we had
pews,” she said during an interview, “like other churches.” She got her childhood wish when the sanctuary was
finished.
Darla’s folks are the late Al and Arlene Warkentien, who just missed being charter members of the
church. Her father worked many years for J.L. Clark in
manufacturing tin products. Her mother stayed at home
until their children were in high school. She later worked
at Swedish American and St. Anthony hospitals.

Darla started tap
and ballet lessons at six
years old in a dance school.
She continued dance
through high school, when
she also was teaching
dance. Her teacher took the
top students to New York
City in the summers for
classes.
After her senior year, she auditioned for the
Rockettes at Radio City Music Hall and was accepted.
“They didn’t need me yet,” she said, so she waited, while
her friends were preparing for college. Job? Education?
She wondered. Darla was taught “if you once commit to
something, you’re committed to it for a year.”
Fortunately, in September 1965, she went to
New York, when “all of my friends were going to college.”
Darla danced three Christmases with the Rockettes. Christmas was the big show. “I would have killed
to be in a Broadway show,” she said. Broadway meant a
bigger income, but dancing with the Rockettes was a
steady 12-month job.
(continued on page 8)

PALM SUNDAY
April 9, 2017
Alpine Center: 8:00, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m.
Our Master’s Center: 9:30 a.m.
Palms and Passion
We invite you to share in a celebration of Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem, but also remember
as the story of the passion unfolds, the crowd’s shouts of praise turn to demands for his crucifixion.
Nursery care will be available.

PASSOVER SEDER
Thursday, April 13, 2017
Alpine Center : 6:30 p.m.
This will be a contemporary Passover Seder, led by Rabbi Binah Wing of Temple Beth-El, who will
explain the elements of the Seder and the history of how the Seder has been practiced. This will
include the ritual foods and liturgy. The Seder will take about 45-60 minutes. Reservations are
required so that enough materials and food will be available. You may sign up at the
Connection Center on Sunday mornings or call the church office to register at 815-399-5910.
Deadline for registration is Monday, April 10, by noon.
Nursery care will be available.

GOOD FRIDAY
April 14, 2017
Alpine Center: Noon Service
Our Good Friday noon service is one of the sights, sounds and smells of Good Friday.
It is a series of readings, responses, silent reflection and prayer designed to help us enter more
deeply into the meaning of Good Friday, who God is and how God creates hope and new life.
Nursery care will be available.

GOOD FRIDAY
April 14, 2017
Tenebrae: “The Seven Last Words of Christ”
Alpine Center: 7:00 p.m.
The Tenebrae, or Service of Darkness, takes us back to that fateful night of Christ’s crucifixion.
Back to that small hill where we remember, in prayer, music and contemplation, the suffering and agony of
Jesus, as we hear His last words, the final utterances from the cross...the Seven Last Words of Christ.
Nursery care will be available.

EASTER MORNING

April 16, 2017
Alpine Center
8:00, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m.
At 8:00 and 9:30 at Alpine Center, we will celebrate the Risen Lord with festive music sung
by the Sanctuary Choir and accompanied by instrumentalists, featuring the trumpets.
Communion will be celebrated.
Nursery care will be available.
Our 11:00 service at Alpine Center will continue the celebration
in a contemporary setting.
Communion will be celebrated.
Nursery care will be available.

Our Master’s Center
9:30 a.m.
At 9:30 at Our Master’s Center we will celebrate Easter morning with the
music of the choir, scripture and message.
Communion will be celebrated.
Nursery care will be available.

