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After more than 40 years in the funeral business, Melinda 
Hagerman knows well the intense and unfamiliar emo-
tions that accompany the death of a spouse. 
 
Depression. Fear. Confusion. Isolation. Loneliness. 
 
She also understands what it takes to cope with those 
feelings – and the silence. 
 
“Grief is a long process, 
and we have so many 
misconceptions of it in 
our society,” says Hager-
man, a longtime member 
at  Our Master’s  
Center.  
 
One fallacy: Widows or 
widowers who survive 
the first year and all of its 
milestones have recovered. 
 
“We have unrealistic expectations of ourselves. We’re 
supposed to be fast, but it’s not fast. For the first year, 
were still numb,” she says. “Grieving takes a lot of time, 
it takes a lot of energy and it’s different for everyone. I 
wish there were a book of rules.” 
 
That’s where Good Grief comes in. 
 
Hagerman and Pastor Dee Mede are leading the new 
group open to any CUMC member coming to grips with 
living life on their own and to moving forward from pro-
found sadness. 
 
Meetings are casual but informative, they say, and laugh-
ter has helped to soothe the inevitable tears. Each two-

hour gathering includes a time for sharing and support-
ing each other. 
 
“Christ United Methodist Church hasn’t had a group 
like this in the last few years, and sadly, we’ve had a lot 
of losses in the last few years,” Mede says. 
 
“Good Grief is targeted at widows and widowers, whose 
needs are specific: Your whole world’s been turned up-

side down, and nothing 
feels right. Everyone 
thinks that no one else 
understands,” she adds. 
“It’s very uplifting to 
find out that you’re not 
the only one who’s 
struggling.” 
 
“Support groups are not 
for everyone, but many 

people do benefit from being together. Grief shared is 
grief diminished,” adds Hagerman, who is semi-retired 
from Fitzgerald Funeral Home & Crematory. “When 
you learn about other people’s situations, you feel that 
you are not alone. These brand new, very uncomfortable 
feelings are normal.” 
 
June’s inaugural session – “Grief 101” – offered such 
reassurance. 
 
“We said, ‘You’re grieving. You’re not insane. Every-
thing you’re going through is normal,’ ” Mede says. “To 
a person, everyone felt they were doing something 
wrong.” 
 

          The         Flame 

‘Blessed are those who mourn’ 
Surviving spouses find comfort, camaraderie in CUMC’s Good Grief  group 

by Mark McGowan 

(Grief Group continued on Page 5) 
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What’s next? 
“My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going. I do not see 
the road ahead of me. I cannot know for certain where it will 
end. Nor do I really know myself, and the fact that I think that 
I am following your will does not mean that I am actually do-
ing so. But I believe that the desire to please you does in fact 
please you. And I hope I have that desire in all that I am doing. 
I hope that I will never do anything apart from that desire. 
And I know that if I do this you will lead me by the right road, 
though I may know nothing about it. Therefore will I trust you 
always, though I may seem to be lost and in the shadow of 
death. I will not fear, for you are ever with me, and you will 
never leave me to face my perils alone.”  (Thomas Merton, 
Thoughts in Solitude). 
 
I distinctly remember the first time I saw the prayer 
printed above.  It had been reprinted in Weavings, a semi-
monthly journal of the spiritual life.  It appeared at a time 
in my life in which I felt quite lost.  I did not know where 
I was going, but I did very much want to please God.  I 
read this prayer, and I cried.  This prayer continues to 
speak to my heart, in a variety of circumstances. 
 
At Christ UMC, we are in a time of transition.  Many of 
the old ways of “being church” are shifting radically.  
Church attendance has decreased—largely because of life-
style changes.  Some of you have a second home and are 
enjoying weekends away.  Some of you are traveling, vis-
iting family and friends and places you have always want-
ed to see.  Some of you are having health concerns, and 
getting to church is too difficult for you right now.  Some 
of you are in a season of your family lives in which you 
feel you are going six places at once—you find yourselves 
at sports events or driving children in various directions 
or finally getting to sleep in on a Sunday morning. 
 
Meanwhile, our Rockford community is changing rapidly.  
Back in the 1950s and 1960s, a person could graduate 
from high school, get a factory job, and support one’s 
family well.  Nowadays, many of those jobs have dried up.  
Today’s families often find both parents working—and 

A Word from the Senior Pastor 

they may still be struggling mightily in their finances.   
At the same time, the older adults who made up the first 
and second wave of members at Christ UMC (founded in 
1956) are passing away.  As Paul Carpenter, chair of 
Leadership Team, shared with the congregation on Sun-
day, April 23, the financial demographics of the Rockford 
community are shifting dramatically.  As our older adults 
are dying, many of our newer and younger members do 
not receive the same income as their predecessors.  Or, if 
the income is similar, they do not prioritize the church for 
their giving the way that older adults did and do.  We are 
also seeing members move out of Illinois for reasons of 
health (wanting a warmer/drier climate) or finances (fed 
up with Rockford property taxes and the Illinois budget 
stalemate). 
 
In the short term, this leaves us with just as much minis-
try we’d like to do, but with a major shortfall in operating 
funds.  It has become clear that we can’t go on in exactly 
the same way we have been going. 
 
Here’s what the church leadership is doing 

1)  We are praying. 
2)  We are looking at how we can cut our ongo-

ing operations costs.  Because personnel is 
our largest cost area (which is common with 
non-profits), we will be considering ways to 
reduce our spending on personnel.  We also 
will review the area of Trustees (buildings 
and property) for cost savings. 

3)  We continue to look for ways to save costs, 
such as negotiating discounts with vendors, 
installing motion-sensor lights on church 
properties, and monitoring other energy us-
age. 

4) We are also looking at the revenue side.  We 
understand that the shortfall in giving is due 
to demographic changes and that we are un-
likely to make up the entire difference 
through our stewardship appeal.   Cliff  

      Gillette, Director of Facilities and  

Journey with Jane 

(Journey with Jane continued on Page 3) 
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(MAILING ADDRESS FOR  

BOTH CENTERS): 
4509 Highcrest Road 
Rockford, Il  61107 

Phone:  815-399-5910 
Office Hours: Monday—Friday 

8:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday Worship Services 
Blended Worship Services: 

8:00 and 9:30 a.m. 
     Celebration Service:  

11:00 a.m. 

Our Master’s Center 
5973 Darlene Drive 
Rockford, Il  61109 

Phone: (815)399-5910 
   

Sunday Worship Service 
9:30 a.m. Child care is available 

Rev. Jane Eesley, Sr. Pastor 
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Rev. Scott Himel, Assoc. Pastor 
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      Administration, is working with our vari-
ous space users to see if they may be able 
to contribute more to the church to offset 
the costs of their space use.  We also re-
ceive some revenue from the church 
groups that have been staying on our Al-
pine campus while they work in the Rock-
ford area. 

 
Here’s what we need you to do: 

1)   Pray.   
2)   If you receive ideas about the direction of the 

church, please share them with Paul Carpenter 
(Leadership Team chair) or George and Mary 
English (lay leaders) or with the clergy. 

3)   Is there an area of the church life in which you 
would like to volunteer?  Please contact Linda 
Kuntz, our Congregational Care Administra-
tor, and she’ll make sure that your offer gets to 
the appropriate person. 

 
I know that some aspects of our church life will be 
changing, as we can no longer afford to handle as 
much of church life through paid staff.  I also know 
that this is a beautiful opportunity for our church, as 

members and friends step up their volunteering and 
find greater joy through this investment of their time 
and their spiritual gifts. 
 
God is guiding us through this transitional time.  I 
can’t tell you exactly where we are going, but I know 
Who is leading us.  To repeat from Merton’s prayer:  
“I will not fear, for you are ever with me, and you will never 
leave me to face my perils alone.”   
 
Christ’s peace, 

 Jane 

(Journey with Jane continued from Page 2) 

“Therefore will I trust you always, though 

I may seem to be lost and in the shadow of 

death. I will not fear, for you are ever with 

me, and you will never leave me to face my 

perils alone.”   

https://www.facebook.com/cumcrockford/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/studentministriescumc/
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UMW Greeting Cards 
Greeting cards created by the UMW will be on sale on  
August 13 and August 27.  Please remember the sale of 
these cards help to support many missions here and abroad.  

Alert:  UMW Women 
   This spring, most of the United Methodist Women 
(UMW) circles read a story about a young teen girl in Africa 
and what it means to her not to have access to feminine hy-
giene products.  Her particular story was more extreme than 
most, but what it means for her and for the many girls in her 
situation is that she misses school on the days of her  
period.  Missing three to five days a month hampers their  
progress in school and lessens their future options. 
 
     The UMW mission team (UMW leadership team) 
discussed the story and decided there were probably women 
and girls in Rockford who have a difficult time affording  
adequate feminine hygiene products.  The Rock River Valley 
Pantry (RRVP) has a section where paper goods and other 
optional supplies are offered, including feminine hygiene 
products.  The mission team decided to have a collection of 
pads and tampons during the month of August for the 
RRVP.  If you would like to donate to this, put your items in 
the marked cupboard at Alpine Center or the box marked 
"UMW August Collection" at Our Master's Center. 

Volunteer Opportunities for TLC 2017 

 
Have you signed up to volunteer at the 2017 Tender Loving Craft sale yet? We’ve got all kinds of spots available and 
we’ll give you the job you’ve always wanted!  If you’re interested, be sure to check your calendars now because the 
craft sale is only two months away! For a volunteer spot, call Deb Laskey at 815-979-8555. 
 

TLC Bake Sale    
Calling all bakers…this is your chance to bake the best sweet treats around! Sweet treats include brownies, cakes, 
cookies and more! For all bake sale questions, please contact  Patti Walker at 815-229-1321. 
 

TLC Upscale Resale Shop 
Don’t forget to save your better and unwanted clothing items for the TLC upscale resale booth. We’ll start collecting 
all of your fabulous items in September! Call Joyce Lantz at 815-670-3456 or Marion Kern at 815-240-4125. 
 
                                                                       TLC Booths Available 
Are you crafty? Stay local, rent a booth and join us at the 2017 TLC sale on Saturday, October 7, 2017 from  
9:00 a.m. – 3: 00 p.m.  Booth rentals include a delicious BBQ lunch and booth assistance from our volunteers! For  
available booth sizes and pricing, please contact Diane Kirkland at 815-621-3118. 
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Good Grief 
August 24 and Sept. 21  

Thursday evenings, 5:00-7:00 pm 
Good Grief is a grief support group for widows and  
widowers.   No sign-ups necessary; just come as 
you can.  There is no book to purchase. 
 
August 24 – Reimagining Yourself: Being single in a 
Noah’s Ark society.  Kay Cull will be the speaker.  
In the Alpine Dining Room 
 
September 21 – Friends, Fun and Food  
In the Alpine Coffee House 

Fall Book Study 
Book:  Moses by Adam Hamilton 

Cost: $15 (book is hardcover, which is why it’s so  

expensive; not yet available in paperback) 

# of weeks: 6 

 

Two options: 

 Teacher: The preacher for the upcoming  

 Sunday at the Alpine Center 

 Start date:  Wednesday, September 13 

 Time: 6:00-7:30 pm 

 Location: Alpine Dining Room 

 

 Teacher: The preacher for the upcoming  

             Sunday at Our Master’s Center 

 Start Date: Friday, September 15 

 Time: 10:00-11:30 am 

 Location: Our Master’s Coffee House 

 

Description: Retrace the life of Moses from his mod-

est birth and rescue as a baby to the courts of Phar-

aoh, from herding flocks in Midian to leading his peo-

ple out of Egypt.  Join Adam Hamilton as he travels 

from Egypt to Mt. Sinai, the Nile, the Red Sea and the 

wilderness, exploring the sites of Moses’ life.  Using 

historical information, archaeological data, and bibli-

cal text, Hamilton guides us in the footsteps of this 

reluctant prophet who grew in his relationship with 

God and by the end of life had successfully fulfilled 

the role he was given.  Turn your own reluctance into 

boldness as you examine the significant challenges 

facing Moses and how God shaped his character and 

life in powerful ways. Watch for sign up  
information coming soon. 

 
Last month’s meeting, which focused on safety, featured 
a Rockford Police Department officer and an attorney. 
Topics of discussion included home security, power of 
attorney and wills. 
 
Kay Cull, a grief counselor and member at the Alpine 
Center, will speak Thursday, Aug. 24, on 
“Reimagining Yourself: Being Single in a Noah’s Ark 
Society.” A two-time widow, Cull will share her person-
al wisdom on pulling out of devastation to reach a point 
where new relationships are no longer unthinkable. 
This session will be in the Alpine Dining Room. Use  
Door #6. 
 
The Sept. 21 meeting, titled “Friends, Fun and Food,” 
will feature a potluck, card games and socializing. Par-
ticipants also will discuss what they’ve thought of the 
group so far and where they’d like to see it go. 
This session will be in the Alpine Coffee House. 
 
Both take place from 5 to 7 p.m. and no registration or 
book purchase is necessary. 
 
For their part, Hagerman and Mede are excited about 
the conversations they’ve been able to facilitate and im-
pressed by the willingness of the group members to ex-
plore their emotions. 
 
“It takes a lot of courage to say, ‘Hey, I’m going to work 
on these feelings I don’t understand,’ ” Hagerman says. 
“We want to help people develop some skills to be able 
to find a comfort level in this new place where they did 
not choose to be.” 
 
Questions? Contact Mede at (815) 399-5910 or 
dmede@christumc.cc. 

(Grief Group continued from Front Page) 

mailto:dmede@christumc.cc
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CUMC Senior Fellowship Group 
Friday, August 18, at noon, 
Alpine Center Dining Room 

 Come and join this group for seniors for a  
wonderful homemade lunch and fellowship with your 
friends. After lunch, we’ll be playing Bingo, featuring 
magnificent prizes! 
 Please call the church office at 815-399-5910 to 
make your reservation by Monday, August 14.   Please 
join us!      

WOWS  
Widows Or Widowers and Singles 

Open to all single women  
age 65 and over 

 
In August: 

We will have lunch at noon on Wednesday, August 16 
at Garrett’s Restaurant on Bell School Road.  To make 
reservations, please call Carol at 815-399-1291. Dona-
tions for Shelter Care Ministries are appreciated. 
 

In September: 
On September 20 at noon, we will have lunch at Ciao 
Bella, 6500 E. Riverside.  Call JoAnn Johnson at  
815-270-1138 for reservations by September 18.  Please 
bring small personal items for the homeless. 

Fellowship News 

Next Scrapbooking/Stamping  
Scrapbooking/Stamping is scheduled for Saturday,  
August 19, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the Alpine Dining 
Room.  Stay for all day or just a half day - whatever fits 
your schedule.  Not everyone in our group scrap-
books.  Some are stamping or working on other pro-
jects, so join us for a fun day of crafting!  If chil-
dren will be joining us, it's requested they be at least 
middle school age.   
  
As always, please bring money for a sandwich plus a 
snack to share and your own beverage.  Hope to see 
you on the 19th of August. Questions?  Call Mary 
Hicks at 815-742-1136 

Clothing Donations Needed  
for Tender Loving Crafts  

Women’s Clothing Resale Shop 
Tender Loving Crafts will be held on Saturday,  
October 7 and will feature a clothing resale shop. 
Please remember to set aside clothing you no longer 
need in women’s, misses and junior sizes. Slacks, sweat-
ers, jackets, blouses and coats are needed. We would 
also like shoes, purses and costume jewelry. Collection 
will begin in early September.  
 
Watch for further updates! Any questions may be  
directed to: Joyce Lantz at 815-670-3456 or Marion 
Kern at 815-240-4125 

August 25 Movie Night 
Stand and Deliver 

6:15 pm, Alpine Coffee House 

      Here's a back-to-school movie based on actual 

events. In Stand and Deliver (1988; PG-13), a man in East 
Los Angeles leaves a good paying job in business to teach 
math in high school.  He has an idea about how to teach a 
class where most of the students are just marking 
time.  Edward James Olmos plays Jaime Escalante.   
Angel (played by Lou Diamond Phillips) is a student.   
 Come to the Alpine Center Sacred Grounds Cof-
fee House at 6:15 p.m., Fri., Aug. 25, for conversation, 
cookies, and other munchies.  The movie starts at 6:30 
with a discussion afterwards.  This evening of free enter-
tainment and fellowship ends by 9:30.  It's an adult movie 
night, but you can bring children and grandchildren at 
your discretion. 



Page 7 
                 Church News 

Hear the story of  one woman: 
foster child, foster parent,  

and mentor to foster parents 
Monday, August 28, 7:00 pm 

Alpine Dining Room 
  

     Many in the congregation know the Barkley 
family, since Laura Barkley was a recent former pastor 
at CUMC.  And you know some of their foster chil-
dren.  Other families in our congregation also give care 
to foster children or are in similar situations.  
 
     United Methodist Women is sponsoring a 
speaker on Mon., Aug. 28, at 7:00 p.m., in the Alpine 
Center dining room (enter door #6).   Ashley Akerman 
will describe her own life as a foster child, a foster par-
ent, and an Illinois Statewide Foster Parent Support 
Specialist.  She works for Children's Home + Aid Socie-
ty of Illinois (CHASI).  With Ashley's knowledge of 
foster families from many sides, she can help us under-
stand their lives and how we can help support them. 
 
     All are invited.  Come and bring a 
friend.  There will be refreshments and devotions.   
You may give a free-will offering toward CHASI's 
work. 

Blessing of  the Backpacks 
at all services at both Centers  

on Sunday, August 20 
Children, youth, teachers and administrators are invit-
ed to bring their backpacks to worship at all services 
on August 20.  The pastors will tie a tag of blessing 
on each backpack, as well as offer prayers for the new 
school year.  

Ice Cream Social 
Sunday, August 6, 2:00-4:00 pm 

At Our Master’s Center  
 
To celebrate the continuing success of the “Ditch the 
Debt, Grow Our Ministries” capital campaign, we will be 
holding an ice cream social at Our Master’s Center. 
 
 Kroozin’ Kooler will provide the yummy frozen 
treats.    This event is free so come and enjoy fellowship 
and fun with your family and friends.  

College Addresses Wanted 
 

 Are you a college student or will you be send-
ing your student  off to college? We are seeking each 
student’s current address for our church records. They 
and their mailbox will be remembered by their church 
family in some fun ways this year! Even if your student 
is in Rockford, let us know their current contact info. 
We would like to make sure we can keep in contact 
with our college-aged students.  
 
 Please contact Linda Kuntz with the student’s 
contact information: snail mail and email address to 
our church office, 815-399-5910 or 
lindakuntz@christumc.cc.  Thank you and blessings to 
all our college students as they begin a new year! 
 

mailto:lindakuntz@christumc.cc


(Dennis Rinaldi continued from back page) 

solving,” Dennis said.  “A guy would bring in a piece of 
equipment and ask, ‘What’s all this junk all over it’.”  The 
four or five chemists would do testing and find out.  At 
times the company employed up to 15 chemists. 
   “I met (first wife Kaye Robinett) on a blind date,” he 
said. Kaye’s cousin had worked at the grocery store with 
Dennis.  She told him, “I’ve got a nice girl friend you should 
meet.” 
 After the date, Dennis noted, “She said, ‘I didn’t 
talk much,’ and I said, ‘She talked too much’.” 
   They were married and had two children.  Kaye, 49, 
died in 2003, after about seven years of battling cancer. 
Their children then were 16 and 18 years old. 
   His son, Brandon, is a 
pharmacy technician in Rock-
ford, with two daughters inter-
ested in basketball. 
   His daughter, Kayla, 
lives in Orlando, Florida, 
where she’s a pyro technician 
for Disney. She shoots off fire-
works every day. 
   Dennis married Patrice Cullen, a single mother, in 
2007 in our church. A friend of Dennis’ at work, whose 
daughter worked at Walmart for  
Patrice, told Dennis, “You need to get out and see people … 
and I have the perfect girl for you.” 
   Patrice, has three children:  daughter Charisse and 
Eric Stram attend our church with their two children, Oliv-
ia, and Cameron.  Daughter Marissa and her four sons live 
in Rockford and attend State Line Church.  And son Ryan 
Cullen, and wife Kari, attend our church with their children, 
Jack and Emma. 
   After going to church with Patrice, Dennis said, “I 
felt something different here. I felt comfortable.” 
   He believes that former Pastor Dick Wisdom, who 
himself was raised a Catholic, also influenced his attend-
ance.  “This is the first church that I have ever joined,” he 
noted. 
 
 

   While Dennis shuns the limelight, he has been 
a greeter and usher. 
   He answered a church call for sound board 
workers and was trained by Patrick Lauher, Director 
of Sound and Media.  Patrick also plays in the Wesley 
Ringers handbell choir, and convinced Dennis to join 
that group. 
   At 8 or 9 years old Dennis had only played 
around with keyboards, but he told Patrick, “I’ll try it 
for one year.” He was ready to quit after that year, but 
Patrick convinced him to continue. Dennis will start 
his fourth year this fall. 
 One aspect about playing handbells for Dennis 

is that the choir plays in 
the balcony behind the 
congregation instead of in 
front of it. He has survived 
a couple of upfront presen-
tations during Easter and 
Christmas. 
   One day Dennis 
watched Patrick as he was 

editing videos. “What are you doing?” he asked. So, 
Patrick showed him, then trained him. 
   “I’m doing things that I enjoy too,” he said 
about church work, “like Thanksgiving baskets and 
cleaning up the landscape.” 
   His family usually attends the 9:30 service. 
However, if someone is ill, Dennis may be at three  
services, on the sound board. 
      Dennis enjoys golf, gardening, and 
attending local plays and outdoor music fests.  He’s a 
Bears and Cubs, fan because “They’re my home teams.” 
His primary loves are the Indianapolis Colts and the  
San Francisco Giants. 
   As for Patrick, who has gotten him into more 
church work than Dennis had ever imagined, “We’ve 
become pretty good friends.”  The two of them and 
Pastor Scott occasionally make time for golf together.  
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 Daniel’s roots at Christ UMC run deep. His 
parents, Al & Vicki Persinger, met and married at 
Christ UMC  and both sets of his grandparents are 
long time members as well. Leland and Sandy Cottrell 
were married in the original sanctuary, which is now 
the youth room. Bob and Arlene Persinger came here 
in the early 1960’s.  That legacy of faith gave Daniel 
the example to be involved in church throughout his 
childhood in Sunday School and youth group. You’ll 
find him currently serving in the balcony taking his 
turn running the sound board for Sunday Worship.  
 
 Daniel said that his faith really started to take 
shape when he was diagnosed on July 5, 2012 with 
muscular dystrophy. His dream of following a career 
as firefighter was then out of the question. He discov-
ered a way to use his passion for this career through 
serving as a chaplain in the fire department. Daniel 
volunteered with the New Milford Fire Department 
first and began to feel his body deteriorate due to the  
muscular dystrophy. Daniel realized that he not only 
wanted to help the community but had a passion to 
help first responders. He became aware of the alarm-
ing statistics of first responders at risk of suicide and 
wanted to become a chaplain to the firefighters.  
 
 He served at North Park Fire Department as 
a chaplain and gained experience walking with people 
on the worst day of their lives. Daniel has learned and 
researched how firefighters and police can experience 
traumatic events that builds up and causes a daily 

strain due to the 
nature of their 
job. Daniel feels a 
calling to build 
credibility, confidentiality, and trust over time with the 
community. At 22 years old, Daniel is now volunteering 
twice a month with the Rockford Police and Fire Chaplains 
Division as a chaplain. He works a 48 hour shift.  Daniel 
believes in the quote from retired Detroit firefighter Dave 
Parnell, “If you live and work in the community in which 
you serve, how do you not do something for the people that 
are around you?”  
 
 Daniel said that chaplains “provide support and 
assistance to police officers, firefighters, and other city em-
ployees and their families during times of crises.” Daniel 
shared, “As chaplains, we also provide services to the com-
munity of Rockford.” He said the logo of the chaplain has a 
lighthouse on it. It says, “Bring light in times of darkness.”  
Daniel leans on God and his supervisors for strength to 
bring that light to others. Daniel’s favorite Bible verse is 
Joshua 1:9, “This is my command—be strong and coura-
geous! Do not be afraid or discouraged. For the Lord your 
God is with you wherever you go.” (NLT) 
 
 This fall, Daniel will enter the Clinical Pastoral 
Education program at Mercy Health. He said this training 
will build his credentials and open possible doors for the 
future.  
 

By Beth A. Palm 
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Coins for Rainbow Covenant giving in August 

Our Rainbow Covenant coins in August will go to Refugee One.  Since 1982, Refugee One has welcomed 16, 000 refu-
gees fleeing war, terror and persecution.  With your support, 600 refugees will begin their journey to self-reliance this 
year. 

 

 Builds welcoming communities for people fleeing Syria, Burma, the Congo, Iraq, 
and other war-torn countries. 

 Welcomes these brave refugees and helps them integrate into American society. 

 Greets them at the airport. 

 Provides a furnished apartment. 

 Supports their children in school. 

 Helps them learn English. 

 Connects them to their first jobs. 

Getting to Know Hymn;  Rainbow Covenant Giving 

Getting to Know Hymn 
“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” 

Joachim Neander (1650-1680) 

Taken with permission from  
The One Year Great Songs 

 of Faith,  

     As a student in Bremen, Germany,  
Joachim Neander lived a godless life.  Then, 
when Neander was twenty, a preacher named 
Under-Eyke came to Bremen and Neander 
was converted. 
     Four years later he became headmaster of 
a school in Dusseldorf, and during his time 
there he wrote more than sixty hymns.   
Because of his strong Christian views and his 
evangelistic activities, he displeased the au-
thorities and was eventually removed from his 
position. 
     Despite the tensions, he wrote many 
hymns of praise.  He often wandered through 
the valleys and hills near Dusseldorf, com-
muning with his Lord.  After losing his posi-
tion at the school, he lived for a time in a cave 
and continued to write hymns.  He died very 
young at the age of thirty, but he left behind 
him a legacy of praise to God. 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, 
the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise Him, for He is 
thy health and salvation! 
All ye who hear, now to His  
temple draw near, 
Join me in glad adoration. 
 
Praise to the Lord, who o’er all 
things so wondrously reigneth. 
Shieldeth thee under His wings, 
yea, so gently sustaineth! 
Hast thou not seen how thy  
desires e’er have been, 
Granted in what he ordaineth? 

Praise to the Lord, who doth 
prosper thy work and defend thee; 
Surely His goodness and mercy 
here daily attend thee. 
Ponder anew what the Almighty 
can do, if with His love he  
befriend thee. 
 
Praise to the Lord! O let all that is 
in me adore Him! 
All that hath life and breath, come 
now with praises before Him! 
Let the amen sound from His  
people again, 
Gladly forever adore Him.  
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SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE 

 
8:00  a.m. Nursery Child Care is  available  

in the Nursery Room 

         No Sunday School at this worship hour 
 

9:30 a.m. Worship Hour Alpine Center 

· Infants and Toddlers: Nursery Room 

· All children begin in the Sanctuary and are 

dismissed after Children's Message (except 

on the first Sunday of the month) 

· Pre-School(4)-5th Grade—Lower Level Sun-

day School Room 1/One Group Sunday 

School. 

 

Every first Sunday of the month children will 

start their class downstairs and will come up for 

communion and return to their classroom. 
 

9:30 a.m. Worship Hour OMC 

·Infants: Nursery 

· Pre-School-Kindergarten: Nursery 

      1st-6th Grade:  Begin in Sanctuary,  

dismissed downstairs for Sunday School 

following the Children’s Message 

  
11:00 a.m. Worship Hour Alpine Center 

· Infants and Toddlers: Nursery Room 

· All children begin in the Sanctuary and are 

dismissed  after children's message. 

·  Pre-School(4)-5th Grade—Lower Level  
                Sunday School Room 1 
 

Note:  Communion is every Sunday for the  

children  

Save the Dates 

August 20 Blessing of the Backpacks 

August 27 CFM Leader’s Meeting & 

  Children’s Council  

Sept. 10 Rally Day 

  Sun. School by classes 

  Promotion Day 

  Third Grade Bibles 

Sept. 13 Praise Kids, JAM,  

  Puppet Ministry,  

  Joyful Noise Choir starts 

Register Now! 

Fill out your registration forms for this 

School Year, 2017 – 2018  

Registration forms for Joyful Noise Choir, 

Praise Kids Choir, JAM , Sunday School 

and Volunteer Application are  found at 

the Connection Center.   If you have any 

questions, please call Joy Hayag at  

815-399-5910 or email her at  

jhayag@christumc.cc      

One Room 

Summer Sunday School is  

ongoing through August 

Bring your friends  

every Sunday! 

Sunday School Teachers Needed 
We are looking for volunteer teachers for 

the new Sunday School year:  

September, 2017—May, 2018.  

If you are interested or have ques-

tions,  contact Joy Hayag at the church 

office, 815-399-5910 or 

 jhayag@christumc.cc. 

mailto:jhayag@christumc.cc


August 1 
Cliff Gray 
Carol Letsinger 
Danny McMullen 
Jerry Nagles 
Taylor Powell 
 
August 2 
Evelyn Fox 
Jessica Flondro 
Sue McMillin 
 
August 3 
Betty Fisher 
Greg Hansen 
Reed Schrank 
Sue Spitzer 
Mike Stroup 
Richard Wang 
Melissa Bielefeldt 
 
August 4 
Alison Bockhop 
Luise Walter 
 
August 5 
Jim Hellmich 
Alex Hornsby 
Mike Smith 
 
August 6 
Amber Bennett 
Susan Hunter 
Alexis Roach 
 
August 7 
Gracie Barkley 
Riley Flodin 
Kristin Frey 
Kim Jacobsen 
Diane Kirkland 
Matt Miner 
Dani Ogilby 
Jane Stuttler 
 

August 8 
Jacob Benner 
Chelsea Paraggua 
Erin Powell 
Jennie Shourek 
Charlotte Versino 
 
August 9 
Keith Carr 
Karlen Crane 
Vyen Hayag 
Colleen Hepfer 
Kay Leeson 
Elaina Murray 
 
August 10 
Amanda Armstrong 
Anna Giacolone 
Ian Gustafson 
Steve Hudgin 
Eugene Lietz 
Sarah Varland 
Joan Wallem 
 
August 11 
Elizabeth Enderle 
Dawn Truitt 
Rachael Williams 
 
August 12 
Patty Armstrong 
Helen Englehart 
Elizabeth Freethy 
Bev Johannes 
Virginia O’Brien 
Debbi Thurston 
 
August 13 
Jonah Barkley 
Julianna Edwards 
Deb Price 
Eric Riha 
Jaci Riggins 
Scott Springer 
 
August 14 
Grace Jewell 
Martin Lurvey 
Noah Reisetter 
Donna Simmons 
Richard Cooper 
 
August 15 
Beckie Dzik 
Ralph Erickson 
Jane Gottlick 
Ken Harper 
Maurice Lin 
Ed Rounds 
Elyse Noonan 
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August 16 
Lawrence Kisseih 
Jordan Last 
Natalie Magnus 
Elena Saez-Gimeno 
 
August 17 
Jaime Arreguin 
Hailey Hunter 
Shae Page 
Jeff Watts 
Carol Wehmeyer 
 
August 18 
Becky Childs 
Jenny Hunter 
Lee Johnson 
Madilyn Taylor 
 
August 19 
Dennis Gay 
Karen Hornsby 
Rebecca Mann 
Thatcher Muldowney 
Tom Schwalbach 
Randy Volz 
 
August 20 
Dean Dion 
Deb Laskey 
Marla Wainwright 
 
August 21 
Houston Mahurin 
Marla Raffety 
Josalynn Cooper 
Robert Ewers 
 
August 22 
Doreen Bailey 
Emma Harper 
Joyce Reeves 
Linda Wyatt 
Will Rodgers 
 
August 23 
Abby Layng 
Lenore Lund 
Sue Pedersen 
Jack Schroeder 
 
August 24 
Carter LaPour 
Elton Miller 
Betty Nelson 
Dennis Rinaldi 
 
 
 
 
 

August 25 
Louis Cacciatore 
Jillian Eilers 
Debbie Gustafson 
Alisha Levine 
Mary Padgett 
John Truitt 
 
August 26 
Nancy Watson 
Sheryl Masters 
Sue Tipton 
 
August 27 
Risë’ Barker 
Sandy Aarvig 
Priscilla Carr 
Megan Gale 
Mark Lundvall 
Kailynn Poynor 
Teri Reynolds 
Rich Schultz 
 
August 28 
Chad Atkinson 
Vivian McKelvey 
Gretchen Poffinbarger 
 
August 29 
Tim Budden 
Rich Fisher 
Bob Strachan 
Kyle Kneller 
Preston Mayberry 
Jeff Nevel 
Ella Prentice 
Jeanne Steinmetz 
Karen Weedman 
DJ Williams 
Ronin Centeno 
 
August 30 
Joseph Bradel 
Jordan Kurth 
Carol Parker 
Susan Pomatto 
Dawn Russell 
Jason Woodard 
 
August 31 
Jim Abels 
Emily Myers 
Becky Vitale 
 
 
 
 
 

Birthdays 



 

The Church is People 
 

Sympathy to: 
Shelley Gale and family on the death of her mother, Ruth Kolar, 
on June 24 
 
Roger and Tricia Corrigan and Greg and Kelly Finch on the 
death of Roger and Kelly’s father, Lyle Corrigan 
 
Elmer Kietzmann and family on the death of his wife, Kathy 
Kietzmann, on July 7 
 
Barb, Harold, Andy, Alan and Heidi Palm and Erik, Beth and 
Emily  Palm on the death of Barb’s mother, Melva Laurberg, on 
July 8 at age 101. 

Anniversaries; The Church is People Page 13 

August 1 
Deanna and Kyle Murray 
Erik and Beth Palm 
Sandy and Marco Revoredo 
Amy and Paul Seiler 
Shelly and Tom Watson 
 
August 3 
Ken and Terri Kobler 
Dennis and Susan Sweeney 
 
August 4 
Steve and Jean Randel 
Tami and Dan Rezin 
 
August 5 
Steve and Sherry Brandon 
 
August 6 
Chad and Teresa Hageman 
Jason and Stefani Mays 
 
August 7 
Mike and Jody Warren 
 
August 8 
Lane and Sue Martin 
Barry and Nancy Smith 
 
August 9 
Jeff and Susan Baldwin 
Mark and Angela Kneller 
Doug and Nancy Otwell 
 
August 10 
Brian and Jessica Crombie 
Lenore Lund and 
     John DeWaters 
 
August 11 
William and Chelsea Collins 
Kendel and Matthew Knudson 
 
August 12 
Jane and Peter Gottlick 
Jan and Bob Noble 
Paul and Joan Wallem 
 
 

August 13 
Carol and Morrie Earnest 
Phil and Sally Plath 
 
August 14 
Michael and Sherrill Muller 
 
August 15 
Art and Fran Kneller 
Beth and Bill Lipton 
 
August 16 
Penny and Bill Cacciatore 
Phil and Karen Grover 
Bonnie and Tom McLeod 
 
August 17 
Barry and Caroline Mikels 
Craig and Debbie Rogers 
Ed and Mary Anne Rounds 
Lisa and Daniel Sargent 
 
August 18 
Jack and Connie Croffoot 
Ryan and Kari Cullen 
 
August 20 
Dave and Cheri Carlson 
Norm and Pat Hagman 
Ray and Wilma Porter 
 
August 21 
Ann and John Daniels 
Jack and Barb Hansen 
 
August 22 
Donna and Jeff Kirk 
Jim and Sandy Welte 
 

August 23 
Jane and Steve Kiley 
Deb and Bob Laskey 
Jerry and Meredith Nagles 
 
August 24 
David and Sandy Aarvig 
Jennifer and Jeff Bockhop 
Jean and Jeff Kearney 
Dana and Brenda Kiley 
Rex and Carol Parker 
Tom and Britta Peterson 
 
August 26 
James and Linda Wyatt 
 
August 27 
Denise and Todd Eilers 
Roger and Margaret Newell 
Michael and Darcy Wilson 
Brad and Julie Zimmerman 
 
August 28 
Don and Suzy Black 
Bruce and Gloria Lauher 
 
August 29 
Brian Istad and  
         Debbie Schaefer-Istad 
Amy and Mike Nelson 
Jim and Pat Vandiver 
 
August 31 
Terry and Gretchen Poffinbarger 
Erik and Charisse Stram 
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 From the Funeral Lunch Committee 
After the Celebration of Life service for Ruth Kolar on 
July 8, a lunch was served by the UMW for over 140 
family and friends.  Over 25 volunteers prepared salads, 
dessert bars, set up, served and cleaned up on this day.  
Ruth was very involved in the church with many gifts of 
service and will be missed.  Sincere thanks to all who 
helped with this mission as it was very appreciated by 
Ruth’s family and friends. 
 
It was a beautiful day to celebrate the life of Kathy 
Kietzmann on Saturday, July 15.  Her large family and 
so many friends gathered to remember her at the service 
and at the luncheon that followed.  It was a joy to feel 
the love her family experienced from her and that flowed 
back to Kathy. 
 
Thank you to all who helped wrap the loving arms of 
her church around the family of Emily Dilonardo. Her 
funeral luncheon at Our Master’s Center was successful 
because so many of you graciously gave food and your 
time.  

 From Eugene and June Lietz 
Thank you to all our friends at Christ UMC for the sympa-
thy cards regarding our granddaughter, Deborah Wright, 
who was killed recently.  Her life was snuffed out b a 
young man who will spend the rest of his life feeling the 
pain of his actions. The family prays for him daily, as we 
do for our dear granddaughter.  Heaven has received a 
most beautiful young woman who,  while on earth, gave so 
much of herself to so many. God bless you, Debbie. 
 

 From Ken Walker, Outreach Committee Chair 
Thanks to all of you who contributed to make Bag It 
Sunday another success.  A total of 469 pounds of food 
was collected. This equates to a monetary value of $792. 
Your generosity was acknowledged by both Christ the 
Carpenter’s food pantry and the Rock River Valley Pan-
try. The Outreach team, too, thanks you for your contri-
butions to this special effort, as well as your donations 
throughout the year. 

 From Marcia Hornbeak 
My family wants to thank the members and friends of 
Christ UMC, the pastors, organist, and funeral luncheon 
ladies for the comfort and peace you gave us at the funeral 
service for my husband, Fred Hornbeak. It was wonderful 
for you to do the service for Fred. 

 From the Kietzmann family 
A huge thank you to the congregation for all the cards, 
phone calls and prayers sent to us during Kathy Kietz-
mann’s health issues.  We lost her on July 7, 2017 and ap-
preciate CUMC for all the support they have given us.  A 
special thank you to Suzy Black, Pastor Scott Himel, and 
Pastor Dee for the multiple visits, prayers and the beautiful 
funeral service.  We would like to also thank Jody Warren 
for the beautiful music and the funeral lunch committee for 
serving a delicious meal following the funeral service.  May 
God bless each of you as he has blessed us. 
 

   
Funeral Luncheon Helpers Needed! 

We are looking for anyone who can help with funeral luncheons at 
Our Master’s Center. We would welcome men as well as women. This 
is such an important ministry of our church. Families are blessed by 
the love and care they receive through the food and those who help 
with these luncheons.  Please call Linda Slife at 815-282-1907 or  
Judi Thorne at 815-978-5974. 
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August 3-5  Jr. High Workcamp 
August 6  Ice Cream Social 
August 20  Blessing of the Backpacks 
August 24  Worship Arts Open House 
September 10  Rally Day/Third Grade Bibles;  
   Confirmation 
October 7  Tender Loving Crafts 
October 8  Fall Bash 
October 20-21  Jr. High Fall Retreat 
November 5  All Saints Sunday 
November 20  Thanksgiving Baskets 
December 11, 12 Christmas Angel Gift Wrapping 
December 18  Blue Christmas Service 
Sunday, December 24   
    Morning: 9:30 am: one service at each Center 
    Christmas Eve services: 
 Noon, 4:00 pm, 7:00 pm, 10:30 pm  

Volunteer Landscape  
Coordinator Needed 

 Jack Schroder has decided it’s time to transition 
his responsibilities for flower and garden care at the 
church.  To that end, he is looking for someone to train 
and mentor. 
 Jack has done a great job recruiting volunteers 
for different sections of the flower garden areas, flower 
beds and hedge trimming needs.  There are two times a 
year (Fall and Spring) that he recruits all interested 
“gardeners” and cleanup crews to start each season—
usually a Saturday morning event. 
 If you have interest in this area, like to be out-
doors and seek other friendly gardeners, please contact 
Cliff Gillette at 815-399-5910. 

Our Master’s Chancel Choir 
“One and Done” 

Summer Ministry 
The Chancel Choir had a summer ministry schedule 
this summer: rehearsing on a Wednesday and singing 
on the following Sunday.  There is one more oppor-
tunity to join us in singing in the choir this summer: 
 
August 23—Wednesday rehearsal at 7:00 pm 
 
August 27—Sunday Ministry—8:45 am warm up for 
9:30 service. 
 

Any questions? Email Richard Stiltner 
at rstiltner@christumc.cc 

Alpine Coffee Hours  
If you or your family would like to host coffee hour this year 
at Alpine Center, please contact Gayle George by email at 
gaylegeorge@christumc.cc.   
 
Many persons love having a cup of coffee at Christ UMC.  
We are happy to provide it and know you would like to  
cover the cost when you are enjoying your cup of coffee.  
The cost is about $.75 a cup. Your donations are  
appreciated. 
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 Getting to Know You:  Dennis Rinaldi 

By Don Black 

Check out our website: 

www.christumc.cc 

( Dennis Rinaldi continued on page 8) 

over there (near 
Sundstrand) and I went to 
Boylan over there (northern 
Rockford),” he explained.  “I 
studied a lot in high 
school,” so he wasn’t in-
volved in many extra-
curricular activities, but he 
did work at a grocery store. 
   His father worked 
for a propane gas company and his mother was a secre-
tary at Amerock.  Dennis has two sisters and a brother. 
His oldest sister and brother were lost to cancer. 
   After Boylan, Dennis attended Rockford Univer-
sity – which was small and close, so he could live at home 
– and earned a bachelor’s degree in chemistry.  In 1974 he 
went to work as a laboratory technician at Smith Oil and 
stayed for 10 years. He continued as a lab tech at Viking 
Chemical for five years. “I kinda liked working in the  
laboratory,” Dennis said, doing quality control and  
problem solving. 
 At Sundstrand, the chemists dealt with fuels, 
paints, coatings, etc. “and there was a lot of problem  

 Many of Dennis Rinaldi’s retirement days now 
are spent watching his 10 grandchildren – all 11 years 
old or under – play baseball, soccer, basketball, golf or 
tennis.   
 And supporting his grandchildren is pretty in-
dicative of his lifestyle, at home and church. For example, 
last month the congregation viewed a video about Ham-
mer and Nails, a new group at Christ United Methodist 
Church which helps local persons with home repairs on 
weekends. Dennis edited much of the video – combining 
interviews, before-and-after scenes, aerial views from a 
drone and close-ups. The group was rebuilding a porch. 
   His blended family today of five children and 
several grandchildren came together because of two 
blind dates.  And his retirement was from UTAS 
(Sundstrand) after 27 years as a chemist. He joined the 
company in 1987. 
   Born and raised in Rockford, his Italian family 
were good Catholics.  “I was an altar boy and graduated 
from Boylan High School,” he said during an interview. 
He liked Boylan, “but I was not crazy about the church.” 
   Many hours were spent traveling between 
home and school before graduation in 1970.  “We lived 



S.enior High Workcamp 2017 

New Entrance Doors at Alpine Center 
Have you seen the beautiful new entrance doors at Alpine Cen-
ter? This project has been almost two years in the process and 
was funded through memorial gifts.  
 
We needed more functional and visually appealing doors. The 
beautiful doors you see now are the result of the gifts of  loving 
donors and many months of research by the trustees to find the 
doors we needed and the firms to install, paint and etch the 
glass with the cross and flame.      

During the week of  July 8—July 15, CUMC senior high workcampers and their leaders  
traveled to Belleville, Illinois for Workcamp 2017.  During that week they worked on five homes 

to make them safer, drier, and more comfortable for the residents. 



S.enior High Workcamp 2017 in Belleville, Illinois 


