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A Silent Night 

By Sandra Chhatpar 
 

It is midnight, Christmas Eve, as I recline on my deck wrapped in a thick blanket, a mug of 
hot chocolate warming my hands; I don’t mind that my nose is icy cold.  I drink in the splash 
of bright stars in a velvety winter sky.  Tree limbs cast long shadows across the yard.  The 
night is so silent, I can hear the scurrying of tiny feet across the crust of snow.  I breathe and 
watch my frosty breath float away. 
 
I close my eyes and visualize a shepherd boy of long ago, on such a night as this.  I watch as 
he warms his hands, then drinks from a steaming clay vessel.  He looks at peace, yet there is 
an aura of wonderment about him.  Perhaps he has just returned from the stable, the manger, 
the babe. 
 
His thoughts are my own, as across the ages we become one in spirit.  In amazement, I see 
the heavenly skies split open.  I hear the joyous anthem soar over hill and plain.  I feel the 
frantic rush to the stable. Then, approaching the manger in awe, I see the babe and immedi-
ately fall into the eyes of pure love.  A wondrous warmth first circles, then gently nestles  
inside my very being. 
 
Under my velvety winter sky, I am wrapped in that wondrous warmth of love.  I feel it  
radiating over the deck, sailing over the snowy yard, over my neighbors’ roofs, on into Rock-
ford, swirling around steeples and temples and mosques and synagogues.  And I pray this 
wondrous love finds hearts that are open.  And cracks open those that are not. 
 
What’s in your heart on this silent night? 
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What to Take, What to Leave Behind 
“The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in 

From this time on and forevermore” 
 (Psalm 121:8, NRSV). 

 
I’ve been packing for a trip to the San Francisco area, to 
spend Thanksgiving with the Eesley side of my family.  
We are traveling to an area that is a favorite of my cous-
ins’ and entirely new to me.  I haven’t known what to 
take with me. 
 
It makes me think of this Advent  
journey we are about to take.  We are 
journeying toward the birth of Christ.  
Sure, we know that the story ends 
with the birth of the infant Messiah, 
but we don’t quite know what the road 
will include.   
 
What will the weather be like on the 
journey this year?  Will it feel warm 
and comfortable, or will the Holy Spirit surprise us with 
unfamiliar storms?  Will we feel the anticipation of the 
Christ child more deeply, or will we find ourselves ex-
pecting the “same old, same old,” meaning that we are 
expecting nothing at all? 
 
As I prepare for my trip west, I know there are some 
things I do not need.  I do not need to take my Great 
Harvest Bread Card or the Gerry’s Pizza card.  The An-
derson Japanese Gardens membership card can stay 
home, as can the Restoration Café card.  There are local 
items that are precious to my Rockford life but aren’t 
needed as I journey to a new place.  They’ll go back in my 
wallet when I get home. 
 
What are you carrying with you, this Advent, that might 
be better left behind?  Is it time to leave behind old re-
sentments?  Can some disappointments remain behind,  
 
 
 

A Word from the Senior Pastor 

this time around?  Is this the year to set aside the  
assumption that you know exactly how everything will 
happen, already? 
 
In the same way, there are items that I need, no matter 
what.  The toilet kit is going, as are my vitamins and 
fresh clothing.  The Bible and my journal are going, and I 
always need books and comfy sox.  No matter how well I 
plan, there will be something major that I will forget, and 
I will have to buy it there or do without.  It’s an exercise 
in trust. 

 
What do you know that you need this 
Advent season?  Are there particular 
events that feed your soul, that you 
wouldn’t miss, no matter what?  Are 
there people you need to see and spend 
time with—perhaps old friends or rela-
tives you haven’t seen recently?  Is 
there a new friend you’d like to get to 
know better during this season of an-
ticipation?  Are there precious items 

that you display at this time of year, decorations or pieces 
of art that remind you of who you are and whose you are?   
 
Join us this year for a Down to Earth Advent and Christ-
mas season.  Whether you prefer to pack lightly or take 
the kitchen sink with you, may this Advent journey bring 
spiritual delights and quiet joy.  However we have 
packed, may we be open the gift of the Christ child, God-
with-us, as He appears. 
 
Yours in Christ, 

  Jane 

 

P.S.  At last minute, my travel plans changed, and I ended 

up not going west.  A good remainder to step lightly and 

be open to the movements of the Spirit.  Come, Lord  

Jesus! 

Journey with Jane 

Advent 



Alpine Center 
(MAILING ADDRESS FOR  

BOTH CENTERS): 
4509 Highcrest Road 
Rockford, Il  61107 

Phone:  815-399-5910 
Office Hours: Monday—Friday 

8:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday Worship Services 
Blended Worship Services: 

8:00 and 9:30 a.m. 
     Celebration Service:  

11:00 a.m. 

Our Master’s Center 
5973 Darlene Drive 
Rockford, Il  61109 

Phone: (815)399-5910 
   

Sunday Worship Service 
9:30 a.m. Child care is available 

Rev. Jane Eesley, Senior Pastor 
jeesley@christumc.cc 

Rev. Deanna Mede, Associate Pastor 
dmede@christumc.cc 

Rev. Daniel Lee, Associate Pastor 
dlee@christumc.cc 

Welcome to Christ United Methodist Church! 
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The Flame is a monthly publication of 
Christ United Methodist Church,  
available by mail or online at 
www.christumc.cc. 
 
Editor—Linda Kuntz 
Features Writers—Don Black,  
Mark McGowan, Beth A. Palm 
Contributing Photographer— 
Joe Whinnery 
Director of  Worship Arts— 
Jody Warren Christ UMC Facebook Pages 

Christ United Methodist Church page 
https://www.facebook.com/cumcrockford 

Christ UMC Children’s and Family Ministries page 
https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry 

Christ UMC Student Ministries page 

Check out our website at: 
www.christumc.cc 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          *Thursday mail date due to holiday. 

Issue Deadline Date Stuffing/Mail Date 

January/February January 17 January 23 

March February 21 February 27 

April March 21 March 27 

May April 18 April 24 

June May 23 May 30* 

July June 20 June 26 

August July 25 July 31 

September August 22 August 28 

October September 19 September 25 

November October 24 October 30 

December November 21 November 27 

          The           Flame Publication Schedule of  The Flame for 2019 

https://www.facebook.com/cumcrockford/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry/?fref=ts
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UMW Circle Schedule 
The United Methodist Women invite all women of  
the church to their circle meetings. Visitors are wel-
come and encouraged!  To learn more about each 
circle, contact Audrey Johnson at 815-519-7822.  
Some circles do not meet in the  summer. 

 

Priscilla Circle 
Priscilla Circle will meet December 10 at 6:00 (note 
time) in the home of Barb Hansen, 1134 Brook Hill Cl.  
We will be having our Christmas dinner and fellowship 
time to celebrate the Christmas season.  Questions?  Call 
Deb Laskey at 815-979-8555. 

 
 

Martha Circle 
Martha Circle will be meeting for their Christmas lunch 
on Wednesday, December 12 at 11:30 in the Bistro at 
Wesley Willows.  We will be ordering from the  counter 
and then be served. Friends would be welcome! Please 
bring a can of food to donate to the Food Pantry, and 
also plan to share one of your more memorable Christ-
mas holidays with us.  Questions?  Call Wilma at 
815-877-3465, or Donna at 815-877-5381. 
 
 

Caravan Circle 
Caravan Circle will meet Wednesday, December 19th at 
12:00 noon for their annual Christmas potluck and fel-
lowship.  It will be held at the home of Jo Mohrmann, 
6135 Fox Basin Road, Rockford.  Please bring a dish to 
pass, if you're able, or just bring yourself.  Sharon Watts 
will do devotions.  All women of the church are invit-
ed.  Please RSVP to Jo, 815-871-3560, or Debbie at 815-
398-8973.  For more information, or directions to Jo's 
home, contact either of us.  Hope to see you there! 

Attention Snowbirds! 
If anyone is planning to spend the winter in another 
location and would still like to receive your mail 
from the church, please contact the church office 
with the following information: 
 
1. The address where you will be staying 
2. The starting and ending date that you wish to 

receive mail at the address. 
Contact the church office at 815-399-5910 or email 
driha@christumc.cc with this information.   

Thank you for your assistance! 

Snow Plow 
Volunteers Needed 

 

There are a few openings for our volunteer snow 
plow team, headed by Tim Moore. 
 
If you’re interested in joining the team (Curt  
Leppert, Eric Mede Rich Fisher, Cory Schrank, 
Alan Beaman, Maurice Lin, and Dave Robinson), 
please contact Tim at 815-520-3629 or call the 
church office at 815-399-5910, and talk with Cliff 
Gillette. 

Greeting Card Sale 
Cards created by the UMW will be on sale in Fellowship 
Hall, Alpine Center, on Sunday, December 9.  This will 
be the only sale in December.  These are all-occasion 
cards as we don’t make Christmas cards. 

Blue Christmas Service 
Monday, December 17, at 6:30 p.m.,  

Alpine Center Sanctuary 
This service will be for anyone who is depressed, lone-
ly or grieving any kind of loss in life: divorce, loss of 
job, or any other type of loss, as well as the loss of a 
loved one.  Rev. Daniel Lee will give the message.  
Plan to be here for this comforting service of remem-
brance and hope.  
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Cookie Walk; Advent Study; Breakthrough Prayer 

God 
Opens  
Doors 

 

Daily Breakthrough Prayer 

Please stop and pray this prayer daily at  
7:07 a.m. and/or 7:07 p.m. 

 

God of hopes and dreams and visions  
for the future, we ask you to send the  

Holy Spirit to break through into  
our lives and into your church. 

Help us sense where your Spirit is leading. 
Give us faith and courage to  

step through the doors that you open. 

Amen. 

 

 
Advent Study 

 “Down to Earth: The Hopes and Fears 
of All The Years are Met in Thee  

Tonight” by Mike Slaughter 
Monday mornings: Dec. 3, 10, 17;  
Alpine Dining Room, 10:00 a.m.  

Thursday mornings: December 6, 13, 20 
Our Master’s Center, 9:30 a.m. 

 
 

 
This Advent we meet the “Greatest Miracle” in Mike Slaugh-
ter’s series Down to Earth: The Hopes and Fears of All the Years 
Are Met in Thee Tonight.  In this study series we explore what 
the Christmas miracle means to each of us. Using story and 
Scripture we are challenged to respond during Advent with 
down-to-earth love, humility, and faithful obedience.  Advent 
classes will meet at 10 a.m. Mondays with Pastor Dee Mede 
leading at the Alpine Center in the Dining Room on Dec 3, 10 
& 17. And classes will meet at 9:30 a.m. on Thursday morn-
ings at OMC with Pastor Dan leading on Dec. 6, 13 & 20.  
Sign up at the Connection Center.  Books can be purchased 
through the church or you can order or buy your own.  
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CUMC Senior Fellowship Group 
Friday, December 21, at noon 

 Come and join this group for seniors for a  
wonderful homemade lunch and fellowship with your 
friends.  After lunch we’ll have our fabulous Christmas 
party. Risë Barker will be our guest. She will be playing  
Christmas music for us and we’ll sing some of our favorite 
carols with her. 
 Please call the church office at 815-399-5910 to 
make your reservation by Monday, December 17.  
       Mark your calendars now for some great pro-
grams at the beginning of the new year: 
     January 18 –White elephant gift exchange 
     February 15—Pastor Daniel Lee will be our guest 

WOWS  
Widows Or Widowers and Singles 

Open to all single women  
 

Upcoming WOWS events: 
 

December: 
Annual December Get-Together on December 13 at 
noon in the Hoffman House private room.  Call Peg  
Halpin at 815-979-3213 for reservations. 
 

January: 
After Christmas—Christmas Party on January 16 at 
noon in Sophia’s Restaurant in Roscoe.  There will be a 
white elephant gift exchange.  Bring a beautifully 
wrapped white elephant gift.  Call Peg Halpin at  
815-979-3213 for reservations. 

      

Coins for Rainbow Covenant Giving in December 
 
 Our coins for Rainbow Covenant giving in December will go to Heifer International. 
The Heifer Project works with communities to increase income, improve child nutrition, care 
for the Earth, and ultimately end world hunger and poverty. 
 The collective power of economic development, food security and nutrition, and envi-
ronmental sustainability can empower small-scale farmers on the path to living incomes. 
Heifer works to empower families: 

 By training people in sustainable farming 

 By helping famers gain access to the market 

 By empowering women  

Fellowship News; Rainbow Covenant Giving 

Scrapbooking Group 
 
There will be no scrapbooking/stamping in Decem-
ber.  We will meet again in January on Sat., 1/19  from  
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the Alpine Dining Room.  Stay for all 
day or just a half day - whatever fits your schedule.  Not 
everyone in our group scrapbooks.  Some are stamping or 
working on other projects so join us for a fun day of craft-
ing!  If children will be joining us, it's requested they be at 
least middle school age.    
 
Please bring a snack to share and your own bever-
age.  Bring money for a sandwich if you don't bring your 
own lunch.  Call Mary Hicks at 815-742-1136 with any 
questions.  
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    Welcome to Tithe.ly 

                          Providing new options for giving to Christ United Methodist Church 
 
 
 

 

Q.  Why text and app giving? 
A.  When text and app giving is offered, churches receive more contributions. Many of us,   
      especially younger generations, no longer carry a checkbook or cash.  However, most of us 
      have a personal device with us at all times. Providing these giving options allows  
      parishioners to give anytime and anywhere in a matter of minutes.  
 
Q.  How do I text to give? 
A.  Send a text to 815.769.5180 and text the word Give. You will receive a reply with a link. 
      Open the link and enter your contribution information. You will receive a text message   
      acknowledging your contribution. 
 
Q.  How do I give using the app? 
A.  Get the Tithe.ly app. In the search option Find the Church – enter Christ UMC, or if you allow  
      the app to discover your location, it will bring up Christ UMC as an option. Select Give.  
      You will then be prompted to set up an account. Once you set up an account you will be  
      directed to the give page. 
 
Q.  What information will I need to set up an account? 
A.  You will need to enter your e-mail and create a password and a 4-digit pin. 
 
Q.  What are the fees and are these fees new for the church? 
A.  The fees are $0.30 plus 2.9% per transaction. The church has always incurred fees for credit    
      card transactions. Each year part of the operating budget goes to cover these fees.  
 
Q.  Can I continue to help offset the transaction fees like I have done before? 
A.   Yes! By using Tithe.ly, you can simply turn on the Cover Processing Fees option. Tithe.ly will  
      then automatically calculate and add this additional tax-deductible contribution to your 
      total gift to the church. 
 
Q.  I already give via my bank account (EFT) through the Christ UMC Accounting Manager, can I 
      continue to give using this method? 
A.  Yes, indicate your desire to have your giving handled this way on your 2019 Pledge Card. If  
      you elect to have the church Accounting Manager set up an EFT transaction through  
      Rockford Bank & Trust for you, there is no fee incurred by the church. 
 
 
 
Still have questions?  Please contact the CUMC Accounting Manager, Robin Roegner, at 815.399.5910 or 
e-mail rroegner@christumc.cc  Additional information provided by Tithe.ly may be accessed by visiting our 
website, christumc.cc/give 
 

mailto:rroegner@christumc.cc
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Three months later, he began working in Sycamore, 
five miles north of Sherrill’s hometown of Cortland. 
 
Sherrill and her sister, Linda, grew up in a happy home 
of music and love. 
 
“My mom and dad were both orphans, so they made 
sure that that they didn’t give us a lot of work,” Sherrill 
says. “They wanted us to have good childhoods because 
they didn’t.” 
 
Her father was a World War II vet-
eran who was injured in battle and 
returned home partially disabled; 
that didn’t stop him from working 
full time as a finisher at the 
Wurlitzer piano factory in DeKalb. 
Her mother was a bookkeeper. 
 
Music provides warm memories. 
 
She remembers laying on the floor next to her family’s 
cabinet-style radio, playing a game to guess whether 
the final vocal note of each song would go higher or 
lower in pitch. 
 
When Sherrill was 8, she and Linda began singing in 
church. A few years later, the woman who lived across 
the street took the Moore girls under her wing. She 
could play piano by ear, Sherrill says, and was expert at 
any style, whether sacred or current radio hits of the 
1950s. 
 
The three began performing “all over the place,” in-
cluding churches, banquets and hotels. “We followed 
the music wherever it went.” 
 
It remains her passion; she sings soprano with the Our 
Master’s Center choir, frequently performs solos and 
duets during worship and is a familiar voice at Rock-
ford’s annual Senior Follies. 
 
“When most people hear music, it’s usually coming at 
them. When I hear music, it’s usually coming out of 
me,” she says. “I need to give my gift in whatever man-
ner I can give it to benefit others.” 
 
Mike, meanwhile, followed the U.S. Army to Korea. 
Pvt. Muller had almost unknowingly argued his way 
into a warzone when he disputed his fourth-highest  

score on a final exam of Advanced Medical Training at 
Fort Sam Houston. 
 
A review of the tests proved he was right: He had finished 
third, but it was too late. The marks already were submit-
ted. Later, he learned that those three soldiers went to  
Vietnam. “After that,” he says, “I decided you don’t always 
have to be No. 1.” 
 
Once they were man and wife, the Mullers headed for 
Rockford with all of their worldly possessions: a single 
bed, and a coffee table that Sherrill’s father had made. 
They owned a home at Eighth Street and 23rd Avenue. 
 
Mike found work in production control at National Lock 
before taking a different job at Mechanics Universal (later 

Rockford Clutch), where he pocketed an 
extra $5 each week. 
 
He retired from Unison Industries, 
which made aircraft components found 
“on every aircraft that flew in the free 
world.” Those included magnetos and 

spark plugs for smaller aircraft and igniters for jet engines. 
 
Sherrill followed her mother’s footsteps to become a 
bookkeeper at Estwing Manufacturing. She soon transi-
tioned to a 22-year career in banking, first at the Bank of 
Cherry Valley and later at Southgate Bank. 
 
Eventually, she returned to bookkeeping at Olson Alumi-
num Castings before taking her final position as assistant 
to the finance director at Easter Seals. 
 
Daughters Michaelle and Jennifer, who arrived in 1971 
and 1974, respectively, prompted the family’s 1977 reloca-
tion to Monroe Center. The Rockford Public Schools were 
requiring Michaelle to ride a city mass-transit bus to 
school, something Sherrill was not about to allow. 
 
They moved to Ogle County on Memorial Day of that 
year; Grandma Muller took the girls to Wisconsin so Mike 
and Sherrill could unpack and get their new home ready. 
 
When Mike’s mother drove Michaelle and Jennifer to their 
new home July 7, 1977 – “7-7-77,” Mike says – she was 
unfamiliar with the rural area. Rows of newly grown corn 
lining the roads didn’t help, Mike says, and she missed a 
stop sign. An oncoming car broadsided theirs. 
 
All survived, and Mike felt a debt of gratitude to the  
Monroe Center Fire Department. He visited the station to 

The Flame 

( Mike & Sherrill continued on Page 15) 



Rickie and her husband Larry moved to Rockford 
from Schaumburg sixteen years ago. Rickie grew up 
in the Lutheran church, but they were members of the 
Methodist church in Schaumburg. When they came to 
Rockford they visited a variety of churches of both 
denominations. Rickie said when they visited Christ 
UMC Alpine, they felt a friendly welcome when they 
came. In some other churches, no one talked with 
them. Rev. Emery Percell was preaching that Sunday. 
They needed just one visit in this welcoming congre-
gation to know they had found their church home. 
 
Rickie shared that at her former congregation she vol-
unteered in a thrift shop and she thought she might 
want to do that here but couldn’t find the right fit. She 
began volunteering in the gift shop at Rockford Me-
morial Hospital. She noticed how customers needed 
someone to talk to. She could see in some people the 
pain they were experiencing and offered compassion-
ate listening to them. 
 
Carry the Light is a ministry at CUMC for visiting 
with home bound people who are church members no 
longer able to come to church. Rickie now finds joy in 
serving through this ministry. Rickie shared that 
twenty-two years ago she had surgery in Chicago for 
her epileptic seizures. She was so thankful for all the 
people that supported them from their church over the 
years in Schaumburg. She was so thankful for Pastor 
Gates’ comforting presence with them on surgery day. 
The surgeons said to Rickie “We’ve never seen some-
one wake up with a smile on their face before.” Rickie 
knew, “All was well.”  She said, “I was blessed and I 
know it.” 
 
Now, she wants to live a life of returning the gifts she 
was given because she is able to do so. She feels 
blessed and wants to pass on blessings to others. 
Weekly, Rickie visits our church members in several 
nursing homes and one member in his home.  

Tuesdays, at the Bickford 
House, Rickie has visited 
Edie Radford for some time. 
Risë Barker from CUMC 
volunteers organizing the 
bell choir with the residents. 
Rickie has sat behind Edie as 
she  proudly plays the bells. 
One day Rickie was asked to 
fill in with the bells and now joins in as a regular and  
enjoys participating with them. 
 
When Rickie goes to visit a member she brings them a 
copy of the church bulletin where she writes notes about 
the service. She gives them a message of prayers and bless-
ings for them. She always brings the church directory so 
they can talk about the people and look up faces to match 
with the names. Rickie shared that the people are so happy 
that someone cares about them. Rickie thanks her parents 
for modeling caring for others. Her father and mother had 
a general store and always would reach out to those in 
need. She remembers her dad being especially giving which 
was so meaningful. 
 
The relationships Rickie forms with the residents and with 
their families are treasures. Rickie loves people and feels 
called to offer conversation, companionship, and a listening 
heart.  
 
Rickie is a connecting link to those who are disconnected 
at this time of life. When she sees a change in status in a 
member or knows someone has gone to the hospital, she 
calls Linda in the church office to make sure the church 
knows. Rickie is an extension of our church family, reach-
ing out to the ones separated by life circumstances. She 
brings the joy of the Lord each week to our precious  
members and friends. 
 

By Beth A. Palm 
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Rickie Andersen 

The Flame 
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Getting to Know Hymn; Christmas Angel Project 

Getting to Know Hymn 
“The Friendly Beasts” 
Traditional English Carol 

Taken with permission from  
The One Year Great Songs  of Faith,  

Tyndale House Publishers, 1995 

     This children’s carol may go back as far as 
the twelfth century.  It is a meditation on the 
animals that may have been present at Jesus’ 
birth.  What would each of them have given as 
a holiday gift to the Christ Child? 
 
     While we don’t know for sure that there 
were animals present at the birth of Christ, 
there is a biblical tradition of animals serving 
God.  A donkey challenged Balaam to obey 
God, and ravens fed Elijah in the wild.  A great 
fish swallowed Jonah whole and delivered him 
back to shore.  The psalms speak freely of all 
creation joining in the praise of God, and  
Romans says that all things await their final 
redemption.  The future of donkeys, cattle, 
sheep, and doves is somehow wrapped up with 
ours, and so they would have good reason to 
honor the Messiah’s birth. 

Jesus, our brother, strong and good, 
Was humbly born in a stable rude; 
And the friendly beasts around Him 
stood, 
Jesus, our brother, strong and good. 
 
“I,” said the donkey, shaggy and 
brown, 
I carried His mother up hill and 
down; 
I carried her safely to Bethlehem 
town, 
I” said the donkey, shaggy and 
brown. 
 
“I,” said the cow, all white and red, 
“I gave Him my manger for His bed; 
I gave Him my hay to pillow His 
head, 
I,” said the cow, all white and red. 

“I” said the sheep with the curly 
horn, 
“I gave Him my wool for His  
blanket warm. 
He wore my coat on Christmas 
morn, 
I,” said the sheep with the curly 
horn. 
 
And every beast, by some good 
spell, 
In the stable dark was glad to tell, 
Of the gift He gave Emmanuel, 
The gift He gave Emmanuel. 

 

Christmas Angel Project 
 

Our Christmas Angel Project is right around the corner!  We currently serve 6 commu-
nity organizations, and we “gift” over 300 people. As you can imagine, this is quite an 
undertaking. We really need your help. What you can do: 
 
 Pick up an Angel Tag at a Sunday service starting November 18. We ask that all 

gifts are returned with the Angel Tag attached by December 9. 

 Donate curling ribbon, gift boxes, tissue or medium size gift bags for those awk-
ward sized presents. We have plenty of rolls of wrapping paper, tape, REALLY 
BIG gift bags and stick-on bows. 

 Come and wrap with us! We can’t have enough wrappers. We will wrap an evening this year to accommodate 

those who work weekdays. Wrapping at CUMC at 4:30 p.m. on  
 Monday, December 10 and at 9 a.m. on Tuesday, December 11.  
 
This is a wonderful opportunity to socialize with fellow church members, share the holiday spirit, and make a positive 
impact on our community! If you have any questions, please call Teri Reynolds at 815-519-8374. 
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   SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE 
 

8:00  a.m. Nursery Child Care is available  

in the Nursery Room 

  No Sunday School at this worship hour 
 

9:30 a.m. Worship Hour Alpine Center 

  Infants and Toddlers: Nursery Room 

 

**All children begin in the Sanctuary and are  

dismissed after Children's Message  

  Pre-School(4)-Kindergarten— Sunday School 

Room  #7 

 1st Grade—3rd Grade Class—Room #1 

 4th—5th Grade Class (Room #3) 
   

**Every first Sunday of the month, children will 

start their class downstairs and will come up for 

communion and return to their SS class. 
 

9:30 a.m. Worship Hour OMC 

 Infants: Nursery 

  Pre-School-Kindergarten: Nursery 

  1st-5th Grade:  Begin in Sanctuary,  

dismissed downstairs for Sunday School 

following the Children’s Message to the Sunday 

School rooms 

 

 11:00 a.m. Worship Hour Alpine Center 

  Infants and Toddlers: Nursery Room 

  Pre-School(4)-Kindergarten—Sunday School 

Room 7 

 1st Grade—5th Grade—Sunday School 

Room #1 
 

https://www.facebook.com/

Christumcchildrensministry 

Visit our webpage at: 

http://www.christumc.cc/ministries/

children 

 

SAVE THE DATES 

DECEMBER 

5—FAMILY ADVENT CRAFT NIGHT w/Dinner 

9—Junior Worship—Chapel Area-Armstrong 

12—Last Wed. Night prog. Resumes on 1/9/19 

8—Christmas Caroling (1:15-5 pm) 

15—Cantata Practice  Time TBA(Alpine Sanc-
tuary) 

19—Rehearsals for the Praise Kids/Joyful Noise    

        from 5:00 p.m.—6:00 p.m. 

16—Christmas Cantata/No Sun. Sch. 

17—Blue Christmas at 6:30 p.m. 

24—Family Christmas Eve Service at 4:00 p.m. 

3o—No Sunday School 

JANUARY 

6—Sunday School 

27—Junior Worship 

    - Children’s Council Meeting at 5pm 

https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry/?fref=ts


December 1 
Sofia Berg 
Tracey Hedberg 
Linda Olson 
Petrea Plum 
Jamie Watts 
Stella Schulte 
 
December 2 
Steve Brandon 
David Dunlap 
Danita Heaney 
Savannah Lundberg 
 
December 3 
Doug Shumaker 
 
December 4 
Don Cruden 
Erik Fetter 
Betty Lerch 
Malcolm Kerr 
 
December 5 
Patti Dole 
Jane Mathews 
 
December 6 
Kristine Hayag 
 
December 7 
Jason Auker 
Ben Eilers 
Tom Peterson 
Robin Roegner 
Craig Rogers 
 
December 8 
Ryan Blackburn 
Jessica Cooper 
Deena Lantz 
Brian Klazura 
Abbey Wilson 
 
December 9 
Taylor Mattingly 
 

December 10 
Jim Beaumont 
Erin Rydberg 
Shelly Reid 
 
December 11 
Patsy Fields 
Dylan Otwell 
Atticus Goethe 
 
December 12 
Emmett Barkley 
Caleb Beard 
Greg Klein 
Brad Morrison 
Margaret Powell 
Scot Price 
Jenny Ralston 
Doug Roegner 
Jim Seigfreid 
Kurt Stroup 
Darcy Wilson 
Josh Hayag 
 
December 13 
Beth Holmertz 
Dave Wilson 
 
December 14 
Kaye Dinsmore 
Pam Shumaker 
Joyce Stewart 
 
December 15 
Chris Crane 
 
December 16 
Lindsey LaPour 
Chris Powell 
Bobby Volz 
Matt Young 
 
December 17 
John Daniels 
Brock Morlan 
Jan Nowicki 
Christian Widstrom 
 
December 18 
Brent Blackburn 
Deanna Murray 
Jeff Wallin 
Nicholas Young 
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December 19 
Steve Robinson 
Ray Wood 
Joy Hayag 
 
December 20 
Ian Anderson 
Carol Frey 
Mildred Hayag 
Nancy Hedberg 
Audrey Johnson 
Karla Michalsen 
Stephanie Morrison 
 
December 21 
Kelsey Cassaro 
Ida Johnson 
Mary McKay 
 
December 22 
Shelley Gale 
Clarissa Heaney 
Holly Sweeney 
 
December 23 
Judi Flodin 
Ryan Frey 
Whitney Malone 
Thomas Olson 
Donna Riha 
 
December 24 
Kari Cullen 
Greg Finch 
Carol Fleming 
 
December 25 
Pete Earleywine 
Mike Wallin 
Michael Wilson 
 
December 26 
Kelly Gale 
Mary Hicks 
Carolyn Knodle 
Taylor Steffen 
 
December 27 
Sue Anderson 
Sharon Lowery 
Addyson Powell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 28 
Chelsea Collins 
Emily Muserallo 
Michael Groncki 
Mark Halverson 
Scott Johannes 
Sally Plath 
Art Webb 
 
December 29 
Patricia Flick 
Meredith Nagles 
 
December 30 
Jeff Bockhop 
Pat Hagman 
Victoria Mayer 
Diane Wilson 
Nancy Winker 
 
December 31 
Teri Beam 
Lisa Frey 
Nicholas Greenland 
Brenda Lurvey 
Al Mowbray 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Birthdays 
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The Church is People 
 

 

Sympathy to: 
 
Cliff and Joan Gray, on the death of Joan’s brother 
 
Cyndee New and family, on the death of her  
husband, Gary, on November 4 
 
Brad and Julia Zimmerman, on the death of Julia’s 
sister 
 
Sharon Watts, on the death of her brother, Phil 
 
Audrey Johnson, Karen Keller and Janis Johnson 
on the death of Audrey’s brother-in-law, Daniel; 
uncle of Karen and Janis 
 
Dave and Renée Johnson, on the death of her 
mother, Esther, in Wisconsin.  Sympathy to Laura 
Widstrom and family, Dean Johnson, and Lindsey 
and Andrew LaPour, on the death of their grand-
mother. 
 
David and Krina Goss and family on the death of 
Krina’s father 
 
Karen and Kerry Keller, on the death of Kerry’s 
father 
 
Bob and Peg Giannangeli and Alan and Vicki  
Persinger and family, on the death of  
Bob Persinger, on November 19 
 
Jim and Martha Hooley, on the death of Jim’s 
mother, Susan 
 
Former CUMC Pastor Dick Wisdom, on the death 
of his father in June, 2018 
 

 

December 2 
Tim and Abbi Edwards 
 
December 3 
Lee and Mary Kay Johnson 
 
December 4 
Alan and Gretchen Beaman 
Merv and Ruth Huckstep 
 
December 5 
Scott and Jennifer Martin 
 
December 6 
Wade and Dagmar Potter 
 
December 10 
Chad and Sunny Williams 
 
December 11 
Chuck and Robin Mann 
 
December 16 
John and Mary Ann Foster 
Gary Kaufman and 
     Maryann Leonard 
 
December 18 
Bievenido and Mila Hayag 

December 19 
Brock and Brittany Morlan 
 
December 20 
Steve and Laura Cooper 
 
December 21 
Joe and Susan Busenbark 
Dan and Donna Copeland 
Gordon and Jane Wesner 
 
December 23 
Rich and Joyce Gibbons 
 
December 26 
Don and Lory Cruden 
 
December 28 
Edmar and Mabel Paraggua 
Phil and Amanda Rezin 
 
December 30 
Fredrick and Anita Church 
 
December 31 
Rich and Karla Hardman 
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Thanksgiving Basket Thank You 
On behalf of the staff of the Regional Office of Education truancy intervention staff, I wish to thank the members of the 
congregation of Christ United Methodist Church for providing Thanksgiving baskets of food for some of the families 
we serve.  As part of our work, we visit the homes of students and work to get to know the student/family and their 
needs as being absent from school is often the measurable sign and something else needs to be addressed for the  
student to gain regular school attendance.  This year we were able to deliver baskets to families in Belvidere, Poplar 
Grove, South Beloit, Rockton, Roscoe, Durand, Loves Park, Machesney Park, Winnebago, Pecatonica, and Rockford.  
Often, the families that receive the baskets feel no one cares about the life situation they are facing. These baskets  
remind them that people in the community do care. 
  Harold Sweeney, Director, At-Risk Student Services 

 From Sharon Watts 
Thank you, everyone for all your cards, thoughts and prayers since the passing of my beloved brother, Phil.  It means 
so very much to know that people care.  Thank you again. 

Thanksgiving Basket Thank You 
We at Centennial would like to thank you for the Thanksgiving baskets that you provided for some of our families in 
our outreach programs. Sixty  boxes of food for 20 of our families were delivered to Centennial the Monday before 
Thanksgiving. It was heartwarming to see the joy when the families saw the three full boxes of groceries that they 
were to receive. They were so appreciative of your wonderful gift. Your support of Centennial and its outreach pro-
grams over the years is so much appreciated. Thank you again for your gift of food to our families. Working together 
we can make a difference in lives of God's children. 
  Carol Risenhoover 

 From Amy, Noel, Jackson, Hayden, and Brady Nickel and Jeannette Boeselager 
Thank you so much for your thoughts and prayers, cards, hugs, and kind and and caring words as we have mourned 
the loss of Stewart Boeselager and Dave Boeselager. Christ UMC is truly a church family, and your support and love 
have been very comforting. Special thanks to Pastor Jane for capturing the spirit and legacy of Dad and Stew in her 
beautiful funeral services. We cannot thank you enough.  
 

 From Tender Loving Crafts Chair, Diane Wilson 
Thank you, thank you!! 
This year’s Tender Loving Crafts (TLC) was a success, with a myriad of people making that happen. Many thanks to 
the church staff for their support and all the volunteers who helped organize, publicize, cook lunch, bake, donate and 
organize clothing, make beautiful goods, welcome our exhibitors and shoppers and clean up afterwards. Despite having 
less people traffic than last year, the proceeds of the lunch, bake sale, resale clothing and booth rental yielded over  
$5,200 for missions ($6,400 last year).  We look forward to planning next year’s TLC, starting early in 2019. 
Thanks to each and every one of you. 

           To All Our Members and Friends:   

May you have joy in the mad rush of preparation; 
May you know peace in the tiny margins of time  

around the busy days; 
May you have silence now and then; 

And above all - beyond all else -  
May you have love to give and receive. 

 
From every member of the staff, we pray 

that you will have a Christmas filled with peace and joy 
and God’s blessings for you and your families 

throughout every day in 2019! 
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2018 Annual Church Conference 
Monday, December 3, 7:00 pm  

in the Dining Room, Alpine Center 
 Please mark your calendar for this important  
annual meeting, presided over by our District Superinten-
dent, Rev. Lisa Kruse-Safford.  All members are encouraged 
to attend.   

Epiphany Christmas Concert 
Mark your calendar for this annual Christmas treat!  The 
concert will be on Saturday, December 15, at 3:00 p.m. 
at Grace UMC on McFarland Rd.  Mark McGowan is a 
part of this group and this year Hayden Nickel will be on 
drums. The group also consists of Mike and Vicci Gartner, 
Jim, Stephanie and Caitlin Waddell, Darby McGowan, John 
Schmid, Jim Wisch, Amy Schultz, Bella Schmid,  
Adam Wisch and Emma Haring. Don’t miss this festive 
musical program. A free will offering will be taken; 100 
percent of donations go to Rock House Kids. 

thank the crew; before he left, he volunteered as an 
EMT and firefighter, a commitment that would last 
25 years. 
 
Forty years later, the family remains connected to 
the MCFD: Michaelle’s husband is the chief; she’s 
the training officer; and one of their sons, Brett, is a 
member of the squad. 
 
It serves as just one example of something personal 
motivating the Mullers to new ventures. 
 
After watching Up with People perform in the late 
1960s, for example, the Mullers created a similar 
group called Sing Out Rockford. For four years, 
Mike served as manager and strummed guitar; Sher-
rill was the music director. Group members shopped 
together for fabric to sew into their matching cos-
tumes of blue, green, hot pink and yellow. 
 
Years later, when Sherrill heard about problems of 
substance abuse around Monroe Center and nearby 
Stillman Valley, she founded MPACT (Meridian 
Positive Action Coalition Team) to combat that 
plague. 
 
Signs were posted outside Meridian School District 
buildings warning of harsher penalties for sales of 
narcotics within a certain distance from a school. 
“The sheriff called me once and said, ‘We got one 
two blocks away from the school!’ ” she says. 
 
In retirement, the Mullers enjoy line-dancing, travel-
ing and being “active” grandparents to Kyle and 
Brett Jaeger as well as Milo, Loren, Oliver and Eliott 
Melenas, who previously attended the Alpine Center 
with parents Jennifer and Mike. 
 
“God has always been good to us,” Sherrill says. 
“We’ve always had what we needed in life, even if it 
hasn’t always been what we thought we wanted.” 

Mike and Sherrill Muller (Continued from Page 9) 

Good Grief  Support Group Holiday Schedule 
Good Grief is a support group for anyone who has lost a loved one. No sign-ups are 
necessary, just come as you can.  Our holiday meeting date is: Thursday, Dec. 20, 
5:00—7:00 p.m. Meetings are in the Alpine Center Coffee House. If you have any 
questions, please contact Pastor Dee at the church office, 815-399-5910. Please join 
us for a time of hope and healing. 

 

Notes About the  
Christmas Holidays 

The church buildings and office will be closed  
December 24—January 2 

   
The office will reopen on Wednesday,  January 2, at 8:30 
a.m.  In an emergency, call the church number, 815-399-
5910.  You will be directed to an emergency contact. A staff 
member will be checking messages during the week.  A  
pastor will be available in an emergency.  
 

Special Note: 
The church office will be open on Monday,  

December 31, from 9:00 am—noon,  
to accept contributions to the church  

to be credited to 2018. 
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 Getting to Know You:  Mike and Sherrill Muller 
By Mark McGowan 

Check out our website: 

www.christumc.cc 

How they got to that altar, 
however, is a story that 
spans several states, two 
continents and one econom-
ic slump. 
 
Mike was born in Iron-
wood, Mich., the oldest of 
seven children raised by a father who worked in the iron 
mines and a homemaker mother. 
 
Ironwood is “big snow country,” Mike says, “and as far 
north as you can go on Route 51. I’m a Yooper. I did a 
lot of skiing and snowshoeing, and mostly ski-jumping. 
I wasn’t very good at it, but I enjoyed it.” 
 
Unfortunately, the iron mines closed during Mike’s  
senior year of high school. 
 
The family moved to Kenosha, Wis., where his father 
had landed a job at the American Motors plant, and be-
cause Mike didn’t fancy working at the copper mine in 
White Pine, Mich., he joined them. 

When Mike Muller and his buddies weren’t making pro-
pane torches at Turner Corp. in Sycamore, they were 
cruising “the loop” in DeKalb. 
 
On one end of Lincoln Highway sat McDonald’s. On the 
other: Dog n Suds, where 16-year-old Sherrill Moore 
worked as a carhop. 
 
“There was a group of us guys who spent a lot of time 
and money at the Dog n Suds,” says Mike, who was 21 
then. “One guy bet me 50 cents that she wouldn’t go out 
with me, so I took the bet. I won the 50 cents.” 
 
Given their age difference, Sherrill first took Mike home 
to meet her father, who offered his blessing. 
 
Dating wouldn’t last long, though. Mike promptly was 
drafted. 
 
“He gave me a ring before he left,” Sherrill says. “He 
wanted to make sure.” 
 
Fifty-two years after their 1966 wedding at the First 
United Methodist Church of DeKalb, they’re still sure. 

(Continued on page 8) 



Christmas Events at Christ UMC  

Advent Craft Night 
Wednesday, December 5, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 

Dinner at 5:30 in Alpine Fellowship Hall; Crafts following in Alpine Great Hall 
Begin your preparation for the celebration of Jesus’ birth at our annual Advent Craft Night.  Lots of free crafts, a  
coloring station and fun! Bring your family, invite your friends, stop in for a short time or spend time creating small  
treasures. Dinner will be served at 5:30 pm, with the Advent crafts immediately following in Great Hall. Please RSVP 
for the dinner to Joy Hayag at 815-399-5910 or jhayag@christumc.cc. 
 

Christmas Cookie Walk 
Saturday, December 8, 10:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

Alpine Center Dining Room 
Numbers will be given out starting at 9:30 a.m. 

All proceeds go to missions. Stop in on December 8, listen to Christmas music, have a glass of punch, and buy a box of 
homemade Christmas cookies. Cost is $15 per box. 
 

Our Master’s  Lessons and Carols: “Christmas: Then and Now” 
Sunday, December 9, at 9:30 a.m. 

in the Our Master’s Sanctuary 
Just as God was intervening and directing events at the time of Christ’s birth,  God is doing the same in our lives  
today. We need to be alert to God’s leading and have the faith to follow, just like the people of Luke, chapter two.  The 
Chancel Choir and other worship leaders will guide us through this spiritual journey of worship. 

Christmas Angel Project Gift Wrapping 
Monday, December 10, 4:30 p.m. and Tuesday,  December 11, 9:00 a.m. 

Alpine Center Fellowship Hall 
Our Christmas Angel Project will have collected gifts from our congregation for those seniors and children in our 
community who otherwise wouldn’t receive any Christmas gifts. Come and help us wrap. This is a wonderful oppor-
tunity to socialize with fellow church members, share the holiday spirit, and make a positive impact on our community!  

 

Alpine Christmas Cantata 
“How Great Our Joy”  

Sunday, December 16, at the 9:30 and 11:00 services, Alpine Sanctuary 
Christmas is rich in music.  Songs and carols from ancient times to today add so much joy to our holiday celebrations.  
Just as we add new and favorite ornaments to our trees, poets and composers give us their thoughts and feelings of 
what Christmas means to us all, through their words and music.  We invite you to celebrate with Alpine Center musi-
cians of all ages, as we share our musical tapestry, some old familiar favorites and some new, but all the music celebrat-
ing the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  Bring a friend and share the musical joy of the Christmas season. 

 
Blue Christmas 

Monday, December 17, at 6:30 p.m., Alpine Center Sanctuary 
This service will be for anyone who is depressed, lonely or grieving any kind of loss in life: divorce, loss of job, or any 
other type of loss, as well as the loss of a loved one.  Rev. Daniel Lee will give the message.  Plan to be here for this  
comforting service of remembrance and hope.  

 
Senior Fellowship Christmas Party 

Friday, December 21, at noon, Alpine Center Dining Room 
Come and join this group for seniors for a wonderful homemade lunch and fellowship with your friends. After lunch, 
we’ll have a  Christmas party with music by Risë’ Barker. There will be a chance to sing some Christmas carols, too. 
You won’t want to miss this joyous event. Please call the church office at 815-399-5910 to make your reservation by 
December 17.  



Christmas Eve Services 

Noon 
Candlelight Communion Service-Alpine Center 

This service is for those who don’t like driving at night or who have plans for later in the day on Christmas Eve.  
Traditional carols will be sung  and there will be special music by the Our Master’s Chancel Choir.  

Nursery for preschool age and under. 
 

4:00 p.m. 
Family Service—Alpine Center 

This child-friendly family service will speak to all ages as we celebrate the birth of Jesus through word and song in a 
children’s Christmas pageant.  All children are invited to participate as either sheep, angels or shepherds.  Special  
music will be presented by the Joyful Noise and Praise Kids Children’s Choirs. Rehearsal for the Christmas pageant 
is Wednesday,  December 19, 5:00-6:00 pm. 

Nursery for preschool age and under. 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Candlelight Communion Service-Alpine Center 

All are welcome to join us in the traditional Christmas Eve Candlelight and Communion Service.  Traditional carols 
will be sung and there will be special music.  

Nursery for preschool age and under. 
 

10:30 p.m. 
Alpine Center 

Special Music and 
Candlelight Communion Service 

All are welcome to join us in the traditional Christmas Eve Candlelight and Communion Service.  The Alpine Sanctu-
ary Choir and others will share their musical gifts as we celebrate the birth of Christ.   

 

 

The church buildings and office will be closed December 24—January 2 

   
The office will reopen on Wednesday, January 2, at 8:30 a.m.  In an emergency, call the church number, 

815-399-5910.  You will be directed to an emergency contact. A staff member will be checking messages  

during the week.  A pastor will be available in an emergency.  

 

Special Note: 
The church office will be OPEN on Monday, December 31, from 9:00 am—noon,  

to accept contributions to the church to be credited to 2018. 


