
December, 2016 Christ United Methodist Church 

Rev. Ralph Miller asked Debbie Laskey’s parents, Gladys 
and Phil Person, to be part of a new church back in 1956. 
They agreed and became founding members of Christ  
Methodist Church. Marsh School was the 
first meeting place of the church. Five-
year-old Debbie remembers having Sun-
day School in the school gym. Our church 
began in a school with a vision for a 
church to be built in a cornfield. 
 
Ann Frankenberg was the first church 
secretary of Christ Church. When Ann 
went on maternity leave, Debbie’s mom, 
Gladys, was asked to fill in while Ann was gone. Gladys 
stayed on as the church secretary for 33 years, retiring in 
1991. Gladys was gifted as a listener. The original office 
was set up so that she was the individual that people  
encountered first when they came into the church. 
 
Debbie also remembers helping mom fold bulletins and 
stuff envelopes on the dining room table with her dad, 
sister Connie, and brother Dan. That’s just what they did 
as a family. 
 
She also has a memory of her brother, Dan, meeting for 
Sunday School in what is now the kitchen of the Alpine 
Dining Room because they were running out of rooms. 
When Debbie was a teenager she has memories of  
worshiping in the original sanctuary, which is currently 
the Alpine Youth Room. She recalled that during her 
senior year, services moved into our present sanctuary. 
Debbie married her husband, Bob, in this sanctuary in 
1969. Her children, Lisa and Bob, were baptized here. 
Debbie’s daughter, Lisa, was married here and her chil-
dren, Brittany and Grace, were baptized in this sanctu-
ary. Debbie’s granddaughter, Grace Jewell,  just attended 
her first Senior High workcamp this past summer and 
eagerly looks forward to her next.  

Remembering 60 years of  Christ UMC with Debbie Laskey 
By Beth A. Palm 

Four generations of this family connect throughout the 
history of the beginning of Christ UMC to today.  
Debbie reflected that “Our family has been a part of the 

church and my kids and grandkids still 
participate.” She said, “We sit in the same 
pews as my parents. It is very important 
to my husband to sit where my dad sat. 
It’s a reminder that the legacy continues.” 
She said that she felt her mom would be 
thrilled that her grandchildren and great-
grandchildren are still participating in the 
church.  
 

A Manger and a Cornfield – 60 Year Reflection 
By Beth A. Palm 

 
It was a manger… 
 It was a cornfield… 
It took courage, trust, and faithfulness to follow God. 
Joseph and Mary did just that. 
And so did the founders of Christ Methodist Church 60 
years ago. 
 
We welcome the stranger, 
care for the needy, 
provide for the hungry, 
We pray for one another, 
comforting and rejoicing with each other. 
We learn together at all ages.  
We encourage and love the children and youth. 
We use our gifts in praise and service to love God and 
one another, 
And to love our neighbors wherever they may be. 
We peered into the manger and into the cornfield and  
answered the call to follow Jesus. 
Countless faithful hands, faithful hearts over the years 
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“Write the vision, 
make it plain on tablets 

so that a runner may read it. 
For there is still a vision for the appointed time”  

(Habakkuk 2:3a) 
 

We continue to work with the strategic planning goals 
adopted at the Leadership Team meeting in January, 
2015.  We have exciting updates, and we also have some 
areas in which we need to change our thinking and our 
metrics for success. 
 
Goal: Eliminate Debt 
The success of the Ditch the Debt, Grow Our Ministries 
campaign is truly stunning.  Now at 50% of the way 
through a three-year campaign, over 79% of the amount 
pledged has been given already.  Our members under-
stand that the sooner we receive the gifts, the more mon-
ey we save in interest payments.  In September, we had 
already saved over $35,000 in interest payments.  In 
2017, we will be reviewing the status of remaining pledg-
es.  We also will consider ways to handle the remaining 
debt (we received pledges for $1.137 million of a  
$1.6 million debt).   
 
Goal: Reconfigure Staffing 
With funds freed up by the success of our capital cam-
paign, Emily Muserallo increased her work as Director of 
Communications, to  15 hours each week.  (See below for 
more on Emily’s ministry).  
 
For many years, our church office was staffed by three 
Office Support Assistants, each with her own portfolio of 
responsibilities.  With the resignation of Sally Pulford 
from the Membership position, we decided to leave the 
position vacant and distribute those roles to the remain-
ing office staff.  This experiment has worked well.  This 
fall, the experiment has gone a step further, with Megan 
Abbott’s move to Michigan and Robin Roegner’s taking 
over as Accounting Manager.  As these positions shift, we 
are maintaining the same quality of support by office staff 
and saving the congregation money.  I commend the  
office staff for their flexibility and dedication throughout 
this process. 

A Word from the Senior Pastor 

 
Goal:  Increase Funding and Support of Children’s  
Ministries 
Deaconess Joy Hayag is doing a terrific job as Director of 
Children’s and Family Ministries.  We offered Vacation 
Bible School this year with no fee for participants.  We 
saw an impressive increase in attendance, and the pro-
gram was beautiful.  The Trunk or Treat program grew 
for the fourth consecutive year, and we are tracking the 
fruit of that ministry.  The JAM program continues 
strong, attracting church families and families who are 
not involved in Sunday mornings. 
 
Goal:  Strengthen Communications 
Emily Muserallo researched website options and led 
Leadership Team in selecting an option that is clean, easy 
to use, and reasonably priced.  A new church logo was 
rolled out in the spring.  Emily also worked with the cap-
ital campaign connection team to keep the campaign be-
fore us.  We have celebrated milestones and kept the con-
gregation posted on our progress.  In addition, Emily has 
worked closely with the Planned Giving Task Force to 
organize and promote two planned giving events in Fall 
2016.  We are glad to provide this information to our 
church families and excited to share news about how to 
include the church in estate plans. 
 
Goal: Improve Facilities 
The Trustees continued to work with the plan of identi-
fied projects.  Their work on that plan, however, was cur-
tailed by the need for a new roof for the Alpine sanctuary, 
with a cost of over $82,000 dollars.  The congregation 
rose to the challenge (we have received over $40,000  
toward that project), but this meant that the other 
maintenance projects needed to be postponed.  In addi-
tion, financial challenges in the operating budget have 
prevented further work (see below). 
 
Goal: Involve More Youth across the Life of the Church 
We continue to be blessed by the gifts of our youth.  The 
youth witnesses during Student Sunday, Work Camp 
Sunday, and Confirmation were deeply moving.  The 
Spirit’s work among our youth continues to energize the 
congregation.  We have seen youth as liturgists,  

Journey with Jane 

(Journey with Jane continued on Page 5) 



Alpine Center 
(MAILING ADDRESS FOR  

BOTH CENTERS): 
4509 Highcrest Road 
Rockford, Il  61107 

Phone:  815-399-5910 
Office Hours: Monday—Friday 

8:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday Worship Services 
Blended Worship Services: 

8:00 and 9:30 a.m. 
     Celebration Service:  

11:00 a.m. 

Our Master’s Center 
5973 Darlene Drive 
Rockford, Il  61109 

Phone: (815)399-5910 
   

Sunday Worship Service 
9:30 a.m. Child care is available 

Rev. Jane Eesley, Sr. Pastor 
jeesley@christumc.cc 

Rev. Scott Himel, Assoc. Pastor 
shimel@christumc.cc 

Rev. Deanna Mede, Assoc. Pastor 
dmede@christumc.cc 

Welcome to Christ United Methodist Church! 
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The Flame is a monthly publication of 
Christ United Methodist Church,  
available by mail or online at 
www.christumc.cc. 
Editor—Linda Kuntz 
Features Writers—Don Black,  
Mark McGowan, Beth A. Palm, 
Contributing Photographer— 
Joe Whinnery 
Director of  Worship Arts—Jody 
Warren 
Director of Communications—Emily 
Muserallo 

Christ UMC Facebook Pages 
Christ United Methodist Church page 

https://www.facebook.com/cumcrockford/?fref=ts 
Christ UMC Children’s and Family Ministries page 

https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry/?fref=ts 
Christ UMC Student Ministries page 

https://www.facebook.com/studentministriescumc/  

Check out our website at: 
www.christumc.cc 

Advent Craft Night 
Wednesday, December 7, 5:30-7:30 pm 

Dinner in Alpine Fellowship Hall; crafts downstairs in Great Hall 
Come and begin your preparation for the celebration of Jesus’ birth at Christ UMC’s annual Advent Craft Night.  
This is a wonderful event for children and families!  Lots of free crafts, a coloring station and fun! Bring your  
family, invite your friends, stop in for a short time or spend time creating small treasures that remind us of  
Christmas and Jesus’ birth. 
 
Dinner will be served at 5:30 pm, with the Advent crafts immediately following.  Please contact the church office 
at 815-399-5910 with questions and to RSVP for the dinner or email info@christumc.cc. 

Worship on December 25 and on January 1 
 One Service: Alpine Center:  9:30 a.m. 

No service at Our Master’s Center 
On December 25, worship will consist of Christmas hymns, a blessing of the children’s toys (children: bring your spe-
cial gifts!), a reading from Pastor Scott of a Christmas storybook, and communion. All children and adults are welcome 
to attend worship in their PJs.  This is a great service for the entire family.  
 
On January 1, the service will be a Wesleyan Covenant Renewal Service.  All who attend will spend time reconnect-
ing to God through their faith.  This will be a New Year’s resolution that is meaningful—a resolution to renew our 
covenant relationship with God, through Christ, by the Holy Spirit.  Join us  and start the year off right.  

Note:  See the insert in this issue of The Flame for information on  
Christmas events and services at Christ United Methodist Church 

https://www.facebook.com/cumcrockford/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/Christumcchildrensministry/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/studentministriescumc/
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                           Out to Lunch Bunch 
The combined November/December gathering 
will be on Thursday, December 8, at 12:30 pm 

at the Stockholm Inn 
Call Nancy Vogel at 815-633-6894 or email her at 
nancylovespark@aol.com by Tuesday, December 6. 
Donations for the Shelter Care Ministries would be 
appreciated.  Please check the current needs list that is 
on the Connection Center counter in Fellowship Hall.  

In January, 2017: 
We will meet on Thursday, January 26, at 12:30 pm 
at Tavern on Clark.  Call Diane Kirkland for reserva-
tions at 815-621-3118. 

 

Martha Circle 
Martha Circle will hold their monthly meeting on 
Wednesday, December 14.  We will be meeting at 
Wesley Willows, in the Chapel in the Arbor at  
11:15 am where communion will be offered by the  
visiting CUMC pastors.  This will be followed by 
lunch downstairs at 12:00; cost is $6.00 for non-
Wesley Willows residents, and reservations are needed 
by Thursday, December 8.  We will then adjourn for a 
brief meeting and fellowship.  Let’s car pool from 
CUMC.   Please call with reservations or questions to 
Wilma at 815-877-3465 or Donna at 815-877-5381. 
 

Caravan Circle 
We will meet on December 21 at 10:00 am for brunch 
at the home of Jo Mohrmann, 6135 Fox Basin Rd., 
near Newburg and Mulford, just off Stony Brook.  Jo’s 
phone number is 815-399-3061 if you have questions.  
Please bring a dish to pass for the potluck, but if you 
forget, please come anyway! 

UMW Circle Schedule 
The United Methodist Women invite all women of  
the church to their circle meetings. Visitors are  
welcome and encouraged!  To learn more about 
each circle, contact Carla White-Carpenter at  
815-885-3425  Some circles do not meet in the  
summer. 

have served where God has called them every day living 
their lives with their church family. 
We will continue to be faithful as God’s family, following 
as God calls us to serve and to love with open hearts, opens 
minds, and open doors.  
Only God knows how many lives have been touched, how 
many harvests this cornfield has raised in 60 years and 
how many are yet to come.  
Praise be to God for our founding members who said yes 
to forming this congregation! 

(60th Anniversary continued from Page 1)  

60th Anniversary Fun Facts 
 The very first Christ UMC Sunday service was held at 

Marsh Elementary School (now known as Maria Mon-
tessori School). 

 The original church building committee went to three 
banks asking to borrow $500,000 to build the first 
sanctuary.  

 To celebrate paying off the original mortgage , there 
was a bonfire held in the center of the parking lot to 
celebrate! The mortgage was held over the fire with the 
sound  of sirens from the loudest fire truck in Rockford. 
Church members sang the doxology during the bonfire! 

 There was a special transition service held for church 
members to carry the Bible, the cross, candles and hym-
nals from the old sanctuary to the new singing “Holy, 
Holy, Holy.”   

 The young adults group called “PrimeTimers” laid the 
sod after the “new” sanctuary was built. Dayton Hunter 
shared that “laying the sod was a tough job, but it was 
worth it as it saved the church time and money.” 

 The first legacy society (planned giving) was called the 
Eternal Flame Society. Check out the Eternal Flame 
Society  plaque in the Alpine Center hallway with 
names of our founders and the original members of this 
charitable group.   

“I Survived the Holidays! Life is Sweet”  
Women’s Retreat   

Saturday January 21st 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Child care is provided on site 

This is a staycation retreat held at the Alpine Campus in 
the Alpine Coffee House.  It will be a time of rest, relaxa-
tion and reflection with a heavy dose of good food and 
good humor.  Sign up and Sign up your friends for a girls 
day out.  Retreat leaders will be announced soon.   
Cost is $10 per person.   
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(Journey with Jane continued from Page 2)  

communion servers, and ushers.  The youth ministry  
program, led by Jenny Thomas, continues to be strong.  I 
am particularly moved to see the students bring their 
friends to 412 (Jr. High ministry) and SALT (Sr. High 
ministry). 
 
Challenges ahead 
Amid the great news in the congregation, we are experi-
encing two primary challenges. 
 
Finances:  Our operating budget has been significantly 
underfunded in 2016.  While people who pledge their 
giving have largely fulfilled their pledges, we have seen 
quite a decrease in unpledged giving.  We suspect that 
this decrease may be attributed to the capital campaign; 
people have really extended themselves in the capital 
campaign, and this may have led to reduced giving to the 
operating budget.  Without a consistent operating budg-
et, though, we may be unable to fulfill the ministries we 
had identified as fruits for the capital campaign; for ex-
ample, Trustees could not carry out some identified pro-
jects, due to lack of cash flow.  In addition, we have seen 
reductions in giving due to persons moving away and 
also due to death.  The economics of Rockford are such 
that our younger members tend to have fewer financial 
resources than our older members.  As we lose older 
members to moves and to death, our younger members 
are generally not able to make up for those losses. 
 
Changes in Family Lifestyles:  Rockford-area families are 
busier than ever.  Our households include working par-
ents who are juggling family commitments and work 
commitments.  Amid this hectic lifestyle, fewer of our 
families make it to church every Sunday.  We can be-
moan the growth of sports programs on Sundays, but I 
don’t see that situation changing anytime soon.  It is not 
unusual for our Wednesday night JAM program to have 
higher attendance than Sunday School.  Meanwhile, our 
long-time members yearn for the good old days when the 
chancel was full of children during the children’s mes-
sage.  That nostalgia is real--and very understandable—
but the challenges for our families are becoming more 
intense, rather than less intense.  We need to recognize 
the tremendous victories in our midst, even as our num-
bers in attendance may be declining.  Our young families 
are busier, and our retirees are more likely to travel—for 
pleasure and for family visits.  The image of the active 
member who attended every Sunday is less and less com-
mon.  Studies of church attendance across the country 
find that most active members attend 2-3 Sundays a 
month; many who consider themselves active are attend-
ing once a month. 
 

Signs of growth 
 Does this mean that the church is in trouble?  
No.  It means we need to pray, watch the signs of the 
times, and celebrate all that God is doing in our midst.  
We have received two families through baptism in recent 
years.  While many United Methodist congregations 
across the country have had zero baptisms in a year, 
Christ UMC continues to baptize many babies AND to 
receive adults through baptism.  We have received entire 
families (Sharon Lowery, Stephenie Dunbaugh, Shari 
Williams, and children Lola and Emmy Cuyler; and also 
Roxy Howland and the triplets Gavin, Liam, and 
Marlee).  We are seeing persons who had never been 
religious or who had fallen away from the faith embrac-
ing their Christian faith.  I praise God for the privilege of 
serving such a vibrant congregation. 
 
Members and friends of Christ UMC continue to reach 
out in love and service to the community.  Our Outreach 
program remains strong, and we look forward in 2017 
for opportunities for local service through Rockford 
Work Camps.  The United Methodist clergy of Rockford 
are working together for ways for our churches to wel-
come residents of The Grove, the new housing develop-
ment which will open in winter 2017.  Our relationship 
with the Muslim Association of Greater Rockford 
(MAGR) took a leap when Our Master’s Center served 
as host for an iftar dinner (end of the Ramadan daily 
fast).  Members also participated in a unity ring this No-
vember, using both MAGR and Our Master’s space.  
This fall I team-taught two sections of an adult study on 
the book Being Mortal by Dr. Atul Gawande.  It was fun 
to co-lead with Rev. Vickie Hadaway of Cherry Valley 
UMC, and our conversations were enriched by including 
members of our two churches, plus guests invited by our 
members. 
 
This year I celebrated five years of serving as your  
senior pastor.  Your faithfulness and your acts of love 
and service continue to bless me.  Despite the challenges 
we face as residents of the changing Rockford  
demographics, the guidance of God remains strong and 
our fellowship is flourishing.   
 
Thanks be to 
God! 
  

 Jane 



Page 6 

CUMC Senior Fellowship Group 
Friday, December 16, at noon, 
Alpine Center Dining Room 

  Come and join this group for those who are age 65 
or better for a wonderful homemade lunch and fellowship 
with your friends. After lunch, we’ll have a  Christmas  
party with music by Risë’ Barker, Sherrill Muller, and Rev. 
Scott Himel.  You won’t want to miss this joyous event. 
 Please call the church office at 815-399-5910 to 
make your reservation by December 12.  Please join us!      

WOWS  
Widows Or Widowers and Singles 

Open to all single women  
age 65 and over 

 
In December: 

We will be having lunch on Wednesday, December 14 
at noon at the Hoffman House.  Call Peg at 815-979-
3213 to make a reservation by Monday, December 12. 

In January, 2017: 
The Christmas after Christmas Party will be held on  
January 11 at noon in the Machine Shed’s private room.  
This is our White Elephant gift exchange.  Whatever 
you bring, whatever you are trying to get rid of, wrap it 
beautifully with love and join us for FUN, FUN, FUN! 
Call Peg to reserve a spot, 815-979-3213, by Monday, 
January 9. 

Fellowship News 

  

 
CUMC MOMS Group meets every 2nd & 4th Fridays of each month of the school year, minus holiday months like No-
vember and December. Our meeting time is from 9:30 a. m. -11:00 a.m. in our Christ UMC Sacred Grounds Coffee-
house (4509 Highcrest Rd. Rockford, IL 61107 Door #5!)  Snacks, coffee and belly laughs are included! Childcare is also 
available to all participating moms!  If you’re interested in attending, please email Emily Muserallo at 
 emuserallo@christumc.cc . We would love to have you! 

 

Next Scrapbooking/Stamping  
on January 21, 2017 

 There will be no scrapbooking in Decem-
ber.  Scrapbooking/Stamping will kick off in the New 
Year on Saturday, 1/21  from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the 
Trinity Center.  Stay for all day or just a half day - what-
ever fits your schedule.  Not everyone in our group scrap-
books.  Some are stamping or working on other pro-
jects so join us for a fun day of crafting!  If children will 
be joining us, it's requested they be at least middle school 
age.   
  We'll meet again on February 18th in the Alpine 
Dining Room, 9-4.  As always, please bring money for a 
sandwich plus a snack to share and your own bever-
age.  Hope to see you on in the New Year!   Call Mary 
Hicks  at 815-742-1136 with questions. 

mailto:emuserallo@christumc.cc
tel:815-742-1136
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Adult Education Opportunities in January 
Title: Drawing Closer to God: A Class on Spirituality and Prayer 
Teachers: Pastor Scott S. Himel & Beth Palm 
Book: Prayer: Experiencing Awe and Intimacy with God by Rev. Timothy Keller  Price: $10.00 
Start Date: Wednesday, January 18th Meeting Time: 6:00 to 7:30 PM 
Frequency: Weekly, for six weeks; there’s also a retreat at the end of the class 
Location: Alpine Dining Room 
Description: Do you hunger for a closer walk with God but don’t know where to begin? Has your relationship with 
God begun to feel lacking in richness? “Drawing Closer to God: A Class on Spirituality and Prayer” seeks to guide 
attendees in discovering new perspectives on what it means to walk daily with God and to wrestle with the emotional 
ups and downs of feeling that God is a part of attendees’ lives. Prayer: Experiencing Awe and Intimacy with God by 
Rev. Timothy Keller serves as an excellent companion text for this class: it offers a distinctly-mainline-Christian per-
spective on prayer rooted in Scripture and reformation theologians like John Calvin and Martin Luther while still  
remaining very readable. 
Retreat details: A special retreat serves as the capstone of this course. The retreat will be held at The Siena Center 
located in Racine, WI. Attendees arrive Friday evening, March 10th and depart late Sunday morning, March 12th. 
The purpose of the retreat is to give attendees a special chance to step away from the hustle and bustle of everyday life 
and focus more intently on their relationships with God. Special activities, creative prayer practices, and group discus-
sions define the retreat as well as ample time for personal reflection and prayer. Each attendee will have a private 
room with a private bathroom. The Siena Center is located on the coast of Lake Michigan and is an absolutely beauti-
ful place! Cost: Approx. $160/person for two nights, four meals, and snacks. 

############################# 
Title: Sermon Shapers: The Beatitudes 
Teachers: The pastor preaching that week 
Two offerings: 

Start Date: Wednesday, January 11th 
Meeting Time: 3:30 to 5:00 PM 

Location: Alpine Dining Room 
--- 
Start Date: Friday, January 13th 
Meeting Time: 10:00 - 11:30 AM 
Location: OMC Coffee House 

Frequency: Weekly, for six weeks (i.e. until the end of the Beatitudes sermon series) 
Description: The clergy will be preaching on the Beatitudes (Matthew 5) beginning January 15th for six weeks. Join 
the pastor preaching that Sunday to discuss the sermon text and help shape the sermon for the coming Sunday. The 
Beatitudes offer a rich opportunity to discuss matters like grief, social inequality, poverty, environmentalism, and find-
ing purpose in one’s life. No book required other than your Bible! 

 

Did you know... 
 
...that 2016 marked 48 continuous years of the Christ 
United Methodist Church, Our Master’s Center Good 
Neighbor Garden. Renters included immigrants from 
Thailand, Guatemala, Belarus, Burma and Mexico. As a 
result of renting all 54 plots, $400.00 was donated to 
the soup kitchen fund and $1,000.00 to the Rockford 
District United Methodist Men for the Meals for  
Millions program. 
 
A special thanks to Earl Williams for tilling, loan of his 
water tank and end-of-season clean-up, as well as  
Morry Harms and Don Johnson for assistance in  
plotting the garden. 

 

The church buildings and offices will be 
closed December 23—January 2   

The office will reopen on Monday, January 3, at 8:30 a.m.   
In an emergency, call the church number, 815-399-5910.  
You will be directed to an emergency contact. Some staff 

will be checking messages during the week.   
A pastor will be available in an emergency. 

 Note:  The office will be open on Friday,  

December 30, from 9:00 am—noon,  
to accept contributions  

to the church to be credited to 2016. 



(Debbi Thurston continued from back page) 

   “I was lucky,” she said. “I got to stay home with my 
kids.” 
   She met Steve, her husband, through her best 
friend, who introduced them. That was 22 years ago. Steve 
is a senior accountant at Swedish American Hospital, where 
he has worked for 24 years. 
   Their children are Kailee, who’s a sophomore at 
North Central College at Naperville, and Kyle, who’s a jun-
ior at Guilford High School.  Both were 
in Kids Klub and other youth activities at 
church. And, both are swimmers. Kailee 
started swimming at 3 years old. 
   “I go to swim meets,” Debbi ex-
plained about where her time goes. Both 
parents attend all swim meets, almost every Saturday.  
Kailee’s swim season just finished last month, when Kyle’s 
season started. 
   While swimming takes up much of her time, Debbi 
enjoys reading – when she has time. And she’s pretty handy 
at crafts. 
   “We’re huge Cubs fans,” Debbi said, “and root for 
the Bears and even started watching the Blackhawks.” 
     

 “We went to the Cubs’ Mother’s Day game,” 
she said, “the one that went 13 innings before the 
Cubs won. It was fun,” especially since it was the first 
Cubs game for her children. Of course, they got home 
late after riding the train to Harvard and coming 
home. 
   The family attends the 11:00 a.m. service.  
Debbi grew up attending Popular United Methodist 

Church and transferred to Christ 
Church later. 
   While some religious activi-
ties are provided at the preschool, 
“We don’t really have a religious  
program,” she said, explaining that 

children from many ethnic groups attend there. 
   She also explained that while some of the 
congregation might think the church supports the 
preschool, it’s not so. The two entities cost-share, but 
for several years the preschool has given the church 
money. 
   The family lives about two blocks from the 
church. “It makes the commute easy,” Debbi said with 
a big smile. 
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The Preschool has had a very busy fall and we are looking forward to an exciting and busy Holiday season.  On 
Wednesday, Nov 23rd we held our annual Thanksgiving feast over at the church building.  Each child gets to invite one 
guest to come and share a Thanksgiving Feast.  This is a wonderful time for the children and families to sit down, 
share some good food and get know each other a little better.   
 
The month of December is always busy at the Preschool.  We will be learning about Hibernating and Migrating  
animals, have a unit focusing on the Author/Illustrator Jane Brett, and of course we will have a couple of weeks making 
crafts and doing activities associated with the Christmas Holidays. 
 
We will have our annual Polar Express night on Wednesday, December 20th.  This is a great family event. The chil-
dren get to come to the church in their pajamas, watch the movie “Polar Express,” have a snack, participate in arts and 
craft activities and have their picture taken with Santa.   To wrap up the holiday season we will be decorating Ginger-
bread houses on Thursday, December 22nd.  



Thankfulness 
 

Although we know that God has blessed us all in 
some way, thankfulness is not often our natural dispo-
sition. We live in a culture of materialism and fast 
pace, often splitting our focus from being present and 
thankful for things in life we often take for granted. 
We all know how easy it is to give thanks throughout 
certain seasons of our life. Sometimes we feel blessed 
bountifully. Maybe things are going our way at school 
or work, family is getting along, we’re in good health 
or financially stable. Whatever the case may be, when 
circumstances are in our favor, saying prayers of 
thanksgiving and walking around with a grateful 
heart and a smile on our face is easy.  
 
But what about times where we don't feel as spiritual-
ly grounded? When saying “thank you, God” seems 
disingenuous and we are stuck in our faith, or life is 
hard? When life isn't going our way? It gets difficult 
to be genuinely thankful and look at the sunny side of 
a bad situation. What do we do when we don't feel like 
giving thanks? 
 

I've been learning that thankfulness is the root of all joy. 
Having the right perspective every day can change our 
hearts and the way we view our circumstances. We start to 
take notice of the little blessings in life that we usually dis-
miss every day. 
 
Practicing thankfulness isn’t always easy, so starting your 
day off with a gratitude list can help. Write down, or re-
flect on, three things you are thankful for each day. The 
little things count- the cup of coffee you had this morning, 
the walk you took with your dog, the fact that you have 
clean clothes or the ability to read. Try starting each pray-
er you say with a thank-you instead of a request. Philippi-
ans 4:6-7 says “Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray 
about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him 
for all he has done. Then you will experience God’s peace, 
which exceeds anything we can understand. His peace will 
guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus.” 
Being thankful no matter what season of life you're going 
through, and easing into the practice of gratitude can help 
us have thankful hearts in the middle of the difficult times.  

A Fresh Take… 

The Youth Perspective 
By Taylor Greenland 
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Recovering From Loss   
Stephen Ministers Can Help 

 
 It is part of our life as human beings that we experience losses.  Few reach the level of Job’s losses, but they 
are ours and they hurt.  A loved one dies.  A marriage we expected to last a lifetime falls apart.  We lose our job, or 
our business fails.  A family member suddenly requires more care than we ever expected.  I could go on with exam-
ples, but you have been there. 
 
 Often nothing can undo the loss, but we can recover from the grief.  Time helps, so sadness goes on, but 
acute emotional pain fades.  Talking with a supportive friend helps. 
 
 For believers, prayer helps.  Time spent with our pastor is very support-
ive.  But the grief may go on for weeks.  Re-experiencing the loss may happen on 
important dates.  Pastors are trained to address acute crises.  They often cannot 
be available for ongoing suffering.  They are simply stretched too thin by others’ 
needs and additional urgent responsibilities. 
 
 Our church has a program of trained laity to do Christian listening.   
These people are Stephen Ministers.  Active confidential sharing is very  
helpful.  Ask the pastors or one of the Stephen Ministers about this ministry. 
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Getting to Know Hymn; Christmas Angel Project 

“The First Noel” 
Traditional English Carol 

Taken with permission from  
The One Year Great Songs 

 of Faith,  

 Noel is a French word that may come 
from the Latin natalis, meaning “birth,”  or 
from the Latin novella, meaning “new.”  In 
one sense Noel refers to the whole Christmas 
season; in another it refers to the good news 
that Jesus Christ has come.  The first Noel, 
this song says, was sung by an angel to poor 
shepherds.  The chorus rings out like a cor-
ner paperboy—”News! News! News! Hear all 
about it! King of Israel born today!” 
 
 Early folk carols such as this one  
often had a memorable chorus and many 
stanzas, each presenting some new aspect of 
the story.  An individual or group could sing 
a stanza, perhaps one newly made up, and the 
whole crowd would join in the refrain.  “The 
First Noel” was first published in its present 
form by William Sandys in 1833. 

The first Noel, the angel did say, 
Was to certain poor shepherds in 
fields as they lay; 
In fields where they lay keeping 
their sheep, 
On a cold winter’s night that was 
so deep. 
 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, 
Born is the King of Israel. 
 
They looked up and saw a star 
Shining in the east, beyond them 
far. 
And to the earth it gave great 
light, 
And so it continued both day and 
night. 

And by the light of that same 
star 
Three wise men came from coun-
try far; 
To seek for a king was their in-
tent, 
And to follow the star wherever 
it went. 
 
This star drew night to the 
northwest, 
O’er Bethlehem it took its rest, 
And there it did both stop and 
stay, 
Right over the place were Jesus 
Lay. 
 
 
 

 

Christmas Angel Project 
 

Our Christmas Angel Project is right around the corner!  We currently serve 
6 community organizations, and we “gift” over 300 people. As you can imag-
ine, this is quite an undertaking. We really need your help. What you can do: 
 
 Pick up an Angel Tag at a Sunday service.. We ask that all gifts are re-

turned with the Angel Tag attached by December 11. 

 Donate curling ribbon, gift boxes, tissue or medium size gift bags for 
those awkward sized presents. We have plenty of rolls of wrapping paper, 
tape, REALLY BIG gift bags and stick-on bows. 

 Come and wrap with us! We can’t have enough wrappers. We will wrap an evening this year to accom-
modate those who work weekdays. Wrapping at CUMC at 4:30 p.m. on Monday, December 12 and at 
9 a.m. on Tuesday, December 13.  

 
This is a wonderful opportunity to socialize with fellow church members, share the holiday spirit, and make 
a positive impact on our community! If you have any questions, please call Ken Walker at  
815-540-3423. 
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Please save the dates         
December 
7 Family JAM  - Advent Craft Night 
14 Last Wednesday for 2016 
18 Cantata (w/ Joyful Noise and Praise Kids) 
19 Blue Christmas Service 
24        Christmas Eve (4pm) Nativity Story 
 Praise Kids Choir/Joyful Noise Choir 
25        One Service at 9:30 am /No Sunday School   
Jan. 1   One Service at 9:30 am /No Sunday School   

Children’s Caroling with OMC Choir to be announced 

  

 Advent 
First Sunday of  Advent — Hope 

November 27, 2016 
First Reader: Read Isaiah 2:1-5. 

 
Second Sunday of  Advent —  Love  

December 4, 2016 
First Reader: Read Isaiah 11:1-10. 

 
Third Week of  Advent — Joy 
Third Sunday of  Advent  

December 11, 2016 
First Reader: Read Luke 1:47-55. 

 
Fourth Week of  Advent — Peace 

Fourth Sunday of  Advent 
December 18, 2016 

First Reader: Read Luke 2:1-20. 
 

Saturday, December 24, 2016 -- Christmas Eve 
Light the four candles on your wreath.  

                      Read together Matthew 1:18-25. 
We sometimes forget about Joseph. Are there those in your 
home or community that you might be forgetting? Take a 
moment to pray for the forgotten people in your home, 
your church, or your community. 

 
Sunday, December 25, 2016—Christmas Day  

First Reader: Read Matthew 2:1-12. 
Discussion: It's amazing to think of  these persis-
tent travelers who were determined to find Jesus. 
They traveled with hope and faith in the promise 
that they would find the new king. Who are the peo-
ple in our world who need to know of  God's promis-
es? What are our hopes on this Christmas Day for 
our world? 

 

Sunday School Schedule 
 

8:00 a.m.  

*Infants and Toddlers: (Nursery Room) 

*No Sunday School  
 

9:30 am Alpine Center 

*Infants and Toddlers: (Nursery Room) 

*Pre-School Class – Ages 4 to Kindergarten  
         (Room #7) 

*1st Grade – 3rd Grade Class (Room #1) 

*4th Grade – 5th Grade Class (Room # 3) 

 

Note: 

All children begin in the Sanctuary and are dis-

missed after Children's Message except for the first 

Sunday of the month, Kindergarten- 5th grade chil-

dren will begin downstairs. We will all come up to-

gether to take communion and go back to their 

Sunday School classes. 

 

9:30 am OMC 

*Infants and Toddlers: (Nursery Room) 

*Pre-School-Kindergarten Class (Nursery Room) 

*1st Grade – 5th Grade Class (Sunday School Room) 
 

Note: 

 Begin in Sanctuary for the children’s time and  

        dismissed to go to Sunday School  

 

11:00 am Alpine Center 

*Infants and Toddlers: (Nursery Room) 

*Pre-School Class – Ages 4 to Kindergarten   
         (Room #7) 
*1st Grade – 5th Grade Class (Room #1) 

 

Note:  

Children’s communion every Sunday 

http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=1#hebrew_reading
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=2#hebrew_reading
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=3#psalm_oth_reading
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+1%3A18-25&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+2%3A1-12&version=NRSV


December 1 
Sofia Berg 
Tracey Hedberg 
Jennifer Melenas 
Linda Olson 
Jamie Watts 
 
December 2 
Steve Brandon 
David Dunlap 
Danita Heaney 
Savannah Lundberg 
 
December 3 
Jessica Pink 
Doug Shumaker 
 
December 4 
Kathryn Clark 
Don Cruden 
Erik Fetter 
Betty Lerch 
 
December 5 
Patti Dole 
Jane Mathews 
 
December 6 
Kristine Hayag 
 
December 7 
Jason Auker 
Ben Eilers 
Tom Peterson 
Robin Roegner 
Craig Rogers 
 
December 8 
Ryan Blackburn 
Jessica Cooper 
Deena Lantz 
Brian Klazura 
Abbey Wilson 
 
December 9 
Cristina Aarvig 
Taylor Mattingly 
 
 
 

December 10 
Jim Beaumont 
Erin Rydberg 
Shelly Reid 
 
December 11 
Patsy Fields 
Dylan Otwell 
 
December 12 
Caleb Beard 
Greg Klein 
Brad Morrison 
Margaret Powell 
Scot Price 
Jenny Ralston 
Doug Roegner 
Jim Seigfreid 
Kurt Stroup 
Darcy Wilson 
Josh Hayag 
 
December 13 
Beth Holmertz 
Dave Wilson 
 
December 14 
Kaye Dinsmore 
Pam Shumaker 
Joyce Stewart 
Seth Clark 
 
December 15 
Chris Crane 
 
December 16 
Lindsey LaPour 
Chris Powell 
Christian Reisetter 
Bobby Volz 
Matt Young 
 
December 17 
John Daniels 
Brock Morlan 
Jan Nowicki 
Christian Widstrom 
 
December 18 
Brent Blackburn 
Deanna Murray 
Jeff Wallin 
Nicholas Young 
 
December 19 
Meredith Nagles 
Steve Robinson 
Ray Wood 
Joy Hayag 
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December 20 
Ian Anderson 
Carol Frey 
Mildred Hayag 
Nancy Hedberg 
Audrey Johnson 
Karla Michalsen 
Stephanie Morrison 
 
December 21 
Kelsey Cassaro 
Ida Johnson 
Mary McKay 
 
December 22 
Shelley Gale 
Clarissa Heaney 
James Moore 
Holly Sweeney 
Elsa Williams 
 
December 23 
Judi Flodin 
Ryan Frey 
Whitney Malone 
Thomas Olson 
Donna Riha 
 
December 24 
Kari Cullen 
Hillary Deppe 
Greg Finch 
Carol Fleming 
 
December 25 
Pete Earleywine 
Mike Wallin 
Michael Wilson 
 
December 26 
Kelly Gale 
Mary Hicks 
Carolyn Knodle 
Taylor Steffen 
 
December 27 
Sue Anderson 
Sharon Lowery 
Addyson Powell 
 
December 28 
Chelsea Collins 
Emily Muserallo 
Michael Groncki 
Mark Halverson 
Derek Hudgin 
Scott Johannes 
Sally Plath 
Art Webb 
 
 

December 29 
Jill Alms 
Patricia Flick 
 
December 30 
Jeff Bockhop 
Pat Hagman 
Diane Wilson 
Nancy Winker 
 
December 31 
Teri Beam 
Lisa Frey 
Nicholas Greenland 
Brenda Lurvey 
Al Mowbray 
 
 

Birthdays 



 

The Church is People 
 

Sympathy to: 
Joy and Rolland Hayag and family on the death of Joy’s father 
 
Pam and Gregg Herrmann, Barb and Molly Mink, Sue and John Spitzer and 
family on the death of Robbie Mink on November 23 
 
Ron Ortberg and family on the death of his wife, Darlene, on November 23 
 
Bill and Karla Michalsen and family on the death of Bill’s mother, Marion 
Michalsen on November 22 
 
Patricia Melum and family on the death of her father, Bob Guinter, on  
November 24. 
 

Baptisms: 
Calem Sterling, son of Alex Mark Sterling, great-grandson of Ruth Ann 
Kearney, on November 27 
 
DeWayne Michael Barkley, son of Craig and Laura Barkley, on November 27 
 

New Members: 
The following people joined the church on November 20: 
Steve Ewers and Judith Jobe Ewers, June Lietz, and Tom and Ellyn Walker 
Roxanne Howland joined the church on October 23. 

Anniversaries; The Church is People; Blue Christmas Page 13 

December 2 
Steve and Rebecca Bruesewitz 
Tim and Abbi Edwards 
 
December 3 
Lee and Mary Kay Johnson 
 
December 4 
Alan and Gretchen Beaman 
Merv and Ruth Huckstep 
 
December 5 
Scott and Jennifer Martin 
Ron and Darlene Ortberg 
 
December 6 
Wade and Dagmar Potter 
 
December 10 
Chad and Sunny Williams 
 
December 11 
Chuck and Robin Mann 
 
December 16 
John and Mary Ann Foster 
Gary Kaufman and 
    Maryann Leonard 
 
December 18 
Mila and Bievenido Hayag 
 
December 19 
Brock and Bethany Morlan 
 
December 20 
Steve and Laura Cooper 
 
December 21 
Joe and Susan Busenbark 
Dan and Donna Copeland 
Jane and Gordon Wesner 
 
December 23 
Rich and Joyce Gibbons 
 
December 26 
Don and Lory Cruden 
 
December 28 
Edmar and Mabel Paraggua 
Phil and Amanda Rezin 
 
December 30 
Dayton and Susan Hunter 

Blue Christmas Service 
Monday, December 19 at 6:30 p.m. 

Alpine Center Sanctuary 
 Please mark your calendar.  This service will be for anyone grieving any 
kind of loss in life: divorce, loss of job, change in circumstances or any other type 
of loss, as well as the loss of a loved one. Rev. Scott Himel will give the message. 
 Plan to be here for this meaningful and comforting service. Join us for a 
quiet service of carols and prayer.  

A Service 

Of 

Remembrance 

and Hope 
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 From Lil Robinson 

I want to thank everyone at both Alpine and Our 
Master’s Centers for all your prayers, cards, phone 
calls and visits during my convalescence from sur-
gery.  Special thanks to Pastor Dee for her hospital 
and rehab visits.  May God bless all of you! 

 From UMW Mission Coordinator, Judi Thorn 

A special Thank You to all who in any way gave money or 
helped out on Thank Offering Sunday. 

 From Tom and Pam Laughlin 

On August 12, 2014 we were dealt a devastating blow.  Our 
beloved Bella was given the diagnosis of leukemia.  Life as 
we knew it has changed. We have watched her endure pain-
ful treatments and the agonizing periods of waiting for test 
results.  We have also found out what it feels like to be sur-
rounded by love and prayer.  Bella has been an inspiration.  
So have all of you.  Thank you for loving our entire family 
and giving us hope through your financial contributions, 
kind words, and constant support.  Our country could learn 
so much by watching this congregation.  You have truly 
made a difference. 

Issue Deadline Date Stuffing/Mail Date 

January/February January 19 January 25 

March February 16 February 22 

April March 28 March 29 

May April 20 April 26 

June May 25 May 31 

July June 22 June 28 

August July 20 July 26 

September August 24 August 30 

October September 21 September 27 

November October 19 October 25 

December Tuesday, November 21 Thursday, November 30 

Publication Schedule of  The Flame for 2017 

          The           Flame 

 From  Carol Risenhoover, Centennial UMC 
We at Centennial would like to thank you for the 
Thanksgiving baskets that you provided for some of 
our families in need. Sixty nine boxes of food for 23 of 
our families were delivered to Centennial the Monday 
before Thanksgiving. It was heartwarming to see the 
surprise and joy when the families saw the three full 
boxes of groceries that they were to receive. Your sup-
port of Centennial and its outreach programs over the 
years is so much appreciated. Thank you again for 
your gift of food to our families. Working together we 
can make a difference in lives of God's children. 



 

Coins for Rainbow Covenant giving in December and January  
 

In December our coins for Rainbow Covenant mission giving each Sunday 
will go to the United Methodist Children’s Fund for Christian Mission. 

 Two international and two U.S. based projects are chosen 

 Children will have a variety of learning experiences 

 Children will have a diverse understanding of children in other states and countries. 
 
In January our coins for Rainbow Covenant mission giving each Sunday will 
go to Grace Children’s Hospital and Pediatric Clinic, Haiti. 

 Provides care for children and families with tuberculosis, HIV/AIDS, and respiratory infections 

 Provide care for those impacted by the earthquake 

 Hospital provides much-needed immediate care and follow-up care for children and families 

Page 15 Christmas Cookie Walk; Church News 

Attention Snowbirds! 
 If anyone is planning to spend the winter in another location and would still like to receive your mail from 
the church, please contact the church office with the following information: 
1. The address where you will be staying 
2. The starting and ending date that you wish to receive mail at the address. 
 Contact the church office at 815-399-5910 or email rroegner@christumc.cc with this information.   

Thank you for your assistance! 

 
United Methodist Women’s  

Annual Cookie Walk  
Alpine Dining Room 

Saturday, Dec. 10, 2016 
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  

 
 

 
 

Proceeds from the UMW  
Cookie Walk will go to local  

mission organizations. 

Volunteers Needed for Sound and Media Team 
Can you volunteer for the Sound and Media Team at Alpine Center? The commitment would be two services, one 
Sunday a month. No prior knowledge is needed.  Training will be provided.  Please contact Patrick Lauher at  
plauher@christumc.cc or Jody Warren at church at 815-399-5910 or jodywarren@christumc.cc for more information 
or to sign up.  We thank you in advance for your consideration.   
 

mailto:plauher@christumc.cc
mailto:jwarren@christumc.cc


Advent Craft Night 
Wednesday, December 7, 5:30-7:30 pm 

Alpine Fellowship Hall 
Begin your preparation for the celebration of Jesus’ birth at our annual Advent Craft Night.  Lots of free crafts, a  
coloring station and fun! Bring your family, invite your friends, stop in for a short time or spend time creating small 
treasures. Dinner will be served at 5:30 pm, with the Advent crafts immediately following. Please RSVP for the dinner 
to the church office, 815-399-5910. 
 

Christmas Cookie Walk 
Saturday, December 10  

10:00 am—1:00 pm 
Alpine Center Dining Room 

Numbers will be given out starting at 9:30 
All proceeds go to missions. Stop in on Dec. 10 and pick up a box of homemade Christmas cookies. Cost is $15 per box. 

 
Lessons and Carols 

“Born to Show His Love for Me” 
Sunday, December 11 at the 9:30 service 

in the Our Master’s Sanctuary 
We will be celebrating the incarnate Christ in a service of scriptures, carols, choral and special music that will remind 
us again that Jesus was born to show his love for us! 

 

Christmas Angels Gift Wrapping 
Monday, December 12, 4:30 pm 
Tuesday, December 13, 9:00 am 
Alpine Center Fellowship Hall 

Our Christmas Angel Project is right around the corner!  We currently serve 6 community organizations, and we 
“gift” over 300 people. Come and wrap with us! We can’t have enough wrappers. We will wrap an evening this year to 
accommodate those who work weekdays. Wrapping at CUMC at 4:30 p.m. on Monday, December 12 and at 9 a.m. 
on Tuesday, December 13.  

 

“Emmanuel, God-With-Us” Christmas Cantata 
Sunday, December 18 

at the 9:30 and 11:00 services 
in the Alpine Sanctuary 

Ignite your Christmas Spirit through a joyous program of music celebrating the birth of Christ. Music presented by 
the Wesley Ringers handbell choir, Sanctuary Choir, Joyful Noise Children’s Choir, Praise Team, and the Hands of 
Christ Puppet Ministry Team. Everyone is invited.    
 

Blue Christmas Service 
Monday, December 19 at 6:30 p.m. 

Alpine Center Sanctuary 
This service will be for anyone grieving any kind of loss in life: divorce, loss of job, or any other type of loss, as well as 
the loss of a loved one.  Rev. Scott Himel will give the message.  Plan to be here for this comforting service of  
remembrance and hope.  



 

                       Christmas  Eve Services 

 
 
 

Noon 
Traditional Service-Alpine Center 

This is an intimate, traditional service for those who don’t like driving at night or who have travel plans for  
later in the day on Christmas Eve.  This will be a candlelight service and communion will be celebrated. 

Nursery for preschool age and under. 
 

4:00 p.m. 
Family Service—Alpine Center 

This child-friendly family service will speak to all ages as we celebrate the birth of Jesus through word and song in a 
Children’s Christmas pageant.  All children are invited to participate as either sheep, angels or shepherds.  Special  
music will be presented by the Joyful Noise and Praise Kids Children’s Choirs. Rehearsal for the Christmas pageant is 
Wednesday,  December 21, 5:00-6:00 pm. 

Nursery for preschool age and under. 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Candlelight Service—Alpine Center 

All are welcome to join us in the traditional Christmas Eve Candlelight and Communion Service.   
Traditional carols will be sung and there will be special music.  

Nursery for preschool age and under. 
 

10:30 p.m. 
Alpine Center 

Special Music and 
Candlelight Communion Service 

All are welcome to join us in the traditional Christmas Eve Candlelight and Communion Service.  Our Sanctuary 
Choir and others will share their musical gifts as we celebrate the birth of Christ.   

Christmas Day and New Year’s Day Worship Services 

Worship on December 25 and on January 1 
 One Service: Alpine Center:  9:30 a.m. 

No service at Our Master’s Center 
 

On December 25, worship will consist of Christmas hymns, a blessing of the children’s toys (children: bring your  
special gifts!), a reading from Pastor Scott of a Christmas storybook, and communion. All children and adults are  
welcome to attend worship in their PJs.  This is a great service for the entire family.  
 
On January 1, the service will be a Wesleyan Covenant Renewal Service.  All who attend will spend time reconnecting 
to God through their faith.  This will be a New Year’s resolution that is meaningful—a resolution to renew our  
covenant relationship with God, through Christ, by the Holy Spirit.  Join us  and start the year off right.  
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 Getting to Know You: Debbi Thurston 
  by Don Black 

 

Check out our website: 

www.christumc.cc 

(continued on page 8) 

   Debbi grew 
up in Popular Grove 
in Boone County. 
Her mother was a 
cook for the school 
district and her fa-
ther worked for 
Woodward Gover-
nor Co. She has 
three other siblings: 
two sisters and a brother, who’s now deceased.  “I’m the 
only one who left Boone County,” she pointed out. 
     Debbi graduated from North Boone County 
High School in 1988. She earned her associate’s degree 
in early childhood education at Rock Valley College. 
   She worked online years later through Kendall 
College in Chicago, to earn her bachelor’s degree, again 
in early childhood education. 
   Debbi grew up around children – some lived in 
the neighborhood and some were relatives.  She worked 
at a daycare right out of high school while attending 
Rock Valley. Debbi also did home day care for her  
children and four others. 

 Debbi Thurston is another member of our 
church’s staff who works behind the scenes, relatively 
unknown to most people.  However, if you have pre-
schoolers and/or children – or grandchildren – in the 
church’s preschool, you definitely know her. She’s the 
director of Christ United Methodist Church Preschool. 
   But, if you were looking for her during the pre-
school’s big Halloween parade last month, you might 
have missed her. She was a black witch with orange hair. 
“After the parade, I just had to wash that out of my hair,” 
Debbi noted with a chuckle during an interview. Photo-
graphs of the children in their costumes were shown dur-
ing services following Halloween and are on the church’s 
website. 
  Debbi started at the preschool about 12 years 
ago, as a teacher in the 3-year-old classroom, and became 
director nine years ago. 
   Christ UMC Preschool is one of the larger 
church-related preschools in the Rockford area, provid-
ing preschool care every day along with extended care in 
the afternoons, for ages 2 through 6. Nearly 100 children 
attend the preschool. “We’re very well respected in the 
community,” she noted. 



A sign of  the times!  
This sign with the new logo was made  

possible by funds set aside  
from our Endowment! 

Steve Ewers and 
Judith Jobe Ewers 

Roxanne Howland 
Pictured with her children,  

Gavin, Liam and Marlee 

June Lietz 
Tom and Ellyn Walker 

 

We are happy to introduce our new members who    
joined our church family on November 20, 2016 

(Roxanne Howland joined on October 23) 


